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San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants’ Joe Panik candidate for concussion DL 

John Shea 

 

MIAMI — Joe Panik took it easy Monday. A day after he got hit hard at the plate, he took more 

vision and balance tests and passed them all. 

He said he’s day to day and doesn’t know when he’ll play next. The Giants might make that 

choice easy for him. They’re considering placing the second baseman on the seven-day 

concussion disabled list as soon as Tuesday. 

Panik was knocked down in the doubleheader nightcap in Washington on Sunday as he tried to 

score. The ball thrown from the outfield plunked him on his head right as Nationals 

catcher Matt Wieters applied the tag to the head. 

Panik, who seemed dazed after the play but stayed in the game, had a scheduled day off 

Monday anyway, manager Bruce Bochy said. 

Considering Panik’s concussion issues in 2016, the Giants need to be especially cautious. The 

likely roster replacement would be Orlando Calixte, who was the Giants’ 26th man for Sunday’s 

doubleheader. 

Panda hacks: Pablo Sandoval’s right-handed hitting (3-for-25 on the season, 0-for-5 as a Giant) 

hadn’t been spectacular, but Bochy put the third baseman in the lineup with the Marlins 

starting a lefty, Adam Conley. 
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If Sandoval truly is part of the Giants’ future, they need to see whether he can produce from 

the right side. For his career, he’s a .294 hitter from the left side, .257 as a righty. 

In his first at-bat Monday, Sandoval hit an opposite-field single to begin a three-run rally. 

“He had some good swings. His swing was fine,” said Bochy, noting he liked Sandoval’s right-

handed swings against Nationals lefty Sean Doolittle on Sunday. 

Briefly: Matt Cain will start Wednesday. With the doubleheader, the Giants needed someone 

to make a spot start, and the choice was Cain over Albert Suarez, who threw 27 pitches Sunday. 

... Johnny Cueto played catch in the outfield again and soon will throw his first bullpen session 

since suffering an elbow injury. 

 

 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Stanton homers in Giants’ loss; now imagine him in black and orange 

John Shea 

 

MIAMI — The ball left Ty Blach’s left hand and almost immediately took off for the bullpen 

beyond the wall in left field. 

During that brief moment, as the ball exited the bat at 95 mph and took its 382-foot journey, 

perhaps a Giants fan or a thousand imagined what it would be like if their team had Giancarlo 

Stanton. 

The Giants continued their way to obscurity Monday night with an 8-3 loss to the Marlins while 

getting buried by the greatness of Stanton, the likes of which hasn’t been seen in a Giants 

uniform since the Barry Bonds administration. 

Stanton’s two-run homer off Blach was his 43rd of the season, breaking Gary Sheffield’s team 

record. Stanton has homered in five straight games. He has 10 homers in 11 games, 22 in 33, 

and 10 in August, two fewer than the Giants. 

Sunday, Stanton became the sixth-fastest in history to 250 homers, in his 941st game. 
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“He’s a hot hitter,” manager Bruce Bochy said. “I mean, not just a hot hitter. We’re talking en 

fuego with the long ball.” 

In a dream world, Stanton is the answer to the Giants’ biggest woe, a legitimate power hitter 

who would fit wonderfully in the heart of the order, taking pressure off Buster Posey and 

everyone else who would benefit from the type of protection Stanton provides. 

In a realistic world, the man has a $325 million contract. Over 13 years. Through 2027. When 

he’ll be 37. He’ll make as much as $32 million a season. With a 2028 option for $25 million. Or a 

$10 million buyout. 

So, yes, it’s a long shot. Longer than long. Not to mention the contract includes a no-trade 

clause that he’d need to waive before he could leave Miami. Why would he want to play in San 

Francisco, where his homer rate likely would drop? 

But, still... 

The Giants have made inquiries on Stanton in the past and certainly will when Derek Jeter’s 

ownership takes over. Why not? They’d be silly not to check the waiver wire in case the big fella 

is dangled. 

Asked what Stanton can do for a lineup, Blach said, “He just adds that ability to change the 

score of the game with one swing. He goes up there and takes aggressive hacks. He’s gotten a 

lot better hitting offspeed pitches and using the whole field.” 

Blach said he tried to throw inside because Stanton had been extending and using all fields. The 

first at-bat, Blach threw three fastballs in. Two for balls, one that was crushed. 

Next time up, Stanton flied to deep center. Then singled home a run on an 0-2 curve that Blach 

tried to bounce but didn’t. Then drew an intentional walk. In his final at-bat, Stanton had to 

duck from a Kyle Crick breaking pitch before striking out. 
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“This is the beauty of this game, these great hitters or power hitters getting on these rolls,” 

Bochy said, “and they’re fun to watch. Unfortunately, he’s on the other team. So it’s up to us to 

try to slow things down.” 

The Marlins pounded Blach for six runs on nine hits — Marcell Ozuna also homered — in six 

innings, a rare clunker for the left-hander, who has been pitching his way into the rotation for 

2018. 

Speaking of which, it’ll be an intriguing offseason. The Giants need to figure out their rotation, 

bullpen, outfield, third base. Interest is down. Attendance is down. Can they afford Stanton? 

Absolutely. The real question is whether they’ll keep pushing the payroll over the luxury-tax 

threshold. 

The Marlins drew 17,096 Monday, and only two teams (A’s and Rays) have worse attendance. If 

Jeter and new majority owner Bruce Sherman want to move Stanton’s money off the books, 

and if Stanton is game, they’d start by talking to any team willing to take most, if not all, of the 

contract. 

Then again, the new ownership might want to build around a major star moving forward, as the 

Giants’ new ownership did with Bonds when taking over in 1993. 

If Stanton were to waive his no-trade clause, it could be for the Dodgers, who have loads of top 

prospects and are freer spenders than the Giants. He graduated from high school in Sherman 

Oaks. 

But Giants fans can still dream. This season, that’s all they can do. 
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San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants update  

John Shea 

 

MIAMI - Joe Panik has the night off. Bruce Bochy said the second baseman was scheduled to be 

off all along. Considering what happened to Panik on Sunday, it’s a good idea. 

“Panik’s doing well,” Bochy said. “We’ll give him another 24 hours. He looks good right now.” 

Panik was knocked down at the plate in the doubleheader nightcap in Washington as he tried 

to score. The ball thrown from the outfield plunked him on the head right as Nationals catcher 

Matt Wieters simultaneously applied the tag. 

Considering Panik’s concussion issues in 2016, the Giants need to be careful and cautious. It’s 

uncertain if Panik would play Tuesday. 

*** 

Matt Cain will start Wednesday. With Sunday’s doubleheader, the Giants need someone to 

make a spot start, and the choice is Cain over Albert Suarez, who threw 27 pitches Sunday. 

*** 

Pablo Sandoval was moved down in the lineup with the Marlins starting a lefty, Adam Conley. 

At least Sandoval was in the lineup. 

His right-handed hitting (3-for-25 on the season, 0-for-5 as a Giant) hasn’t been spectacular, 

though Bochy said he liked the swings Sandoval took off Nationals lefty closer Sean Doolittle on 

Sunday. 

If Sandoval truly is part of the Giants’ future, they need to see if he can produce from the right 

side. His first at-bat Monday, he hit an opposite-field single. 
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“He’s gotten some big hits right-handed,” Bochy said. “I can’t assume he’s not going to be able 

to hit right-handed because he was OK with us (during Panda I) from the right side.” 

Bochy played Sandoval for more than one reason. 

“I talked to Pablo. He was here early. He’s eager to play. Wants to play,” Bochy said. “Right 

now, we could use some energy here with what we’ve been through (in Washington), so he’s 

out there.” 

*** 

Bochy was asked about approaching Giancarlo Stanton, who entered the game with 42 homers, 

including one in each of the prevous four games. 

“I’m not going to get into how we’re going to approach him,” Bochy said. “We’ll be careful, I’ll 

put it at that, and try to make good pitches.” 

Well, Stanton homered in the first inning off Ty Blach. His 43rd. Fifth straight game. 

“This is the beauty of this game, these great hitters or power hitters getting on these rolls,” 

Bochy said, “and they’re fun to watch. Unfortunately, he’s on the other team. So it’s up to us to 

try to slow things down.” 

*** 

Giants lineup: CF Span, LF Hernandez, RF Pence, 1B Posey, C Hundley, SS Crawford, 3B 

Sandoval, 2B Tomlinson, LH Blach. 

Marlins lineup: 2B Gordon, RF Stanton, CF Yelich, LF Ozuna, C Realmuto, 1B Moore, 3B Dietrich, 

SS Rojas, LH Conley. 
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San Jose Mercury News 

Giants GM says concussion DL is a consideration for Joe Panik 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

MIAMI – Joe Panik had a pre-planned day off Monday night. There is no plan for Tuesday night. 

When you’ve just sustained a blow to the head, and you spent a month on the concussion list a 

year ago, every day is wait-and-see. 

The 7-day concussion DL is a consideration once more for Panik, Giants GM Bobby Evans 

acknowledged, after the club’s 8-3 loss at Marlins Park. The club plans to bring a player to 

Miami as a precaution – utilityman Orlando Calixte was their 26th man in Sunday’s 

doubleheader at Washington and likely didn’t stray too far away – in case Panik is not cleared 

to return Tuesday. 

ADVERTISING 

Panik said he passed balance and vision tests for a second consecutive day but sounded much 

less confident than he did Sunday night, after he was struck on the helmet by a thrown ball as 

Nationals catcher Matt Wieters simultaneously gloved it and applied a tag. 

Given Panik’s experience a year ago, he knows that confidence is often misplaced. 

Brandon Belt also is on the concussion DL and not on the road trip as he rests at home. 

San Jose Mercury News 

Giancarlo Stanton’s power show beats Giants, but could he join them? 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

MIAMI – Giants manager Bruce Bochy tensed up and flinched his folded arms when asked how 

he would approach Giancarlo Stanton, who is in the midst of one of baseball’s hottest and most 

sustained power streaks in years. 

“I’m not going to tell you how we’ll pitch him,” Bochy said during batting practice Monday. 

“You’re careful. I’ll leave it at that.” 

The Giants were not careful enough. Stanton tagged Ty Blach for a two-run home run in the 

first inning. He hit an RBI single on a two-strike, two-out breaking ball in the fourth. Even his 

outs were the stuff of wonderment in the Giants’ 8-3 loss at Marlins Park on Monday. 

Stanton has hit a home run in five consecutive games, and seven of his last eight. Going back a 

bit further, he has 10 homers in his last 11 games and 22 in his last 34. 

His 43rd home run set a Marlins franchise record and leads the major leagues by a wide margin 

– even dwarfing the 35 homers that the Yankees’ Aaron Judge has hit this year. 
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The Giants haven’t had a right-handed hitter club 43 home runs since Matt Williams in the 

strike-shortened 1994 season. 

Afterward, Blach sat at his locker with a look of numb confusion. He checked the video and 

determined that the pitches that hurt him were not egregious. 

 “We were trying to get inside on him,” Blach said. “He’s been extending and hitting it the other 

way. I thought I made a decent pitch. He’s just such a strong guy. … He just adds that ability to 

change the game with one swing.” 

He wasn’t alone. Marcell Ozuna added his 27th home run, a solo shot in the fifth inning, and 

the road-weary Giants simply didn’t have the muscle to keep up. 

“I don’t know if you’ll ever match what (Barry) Bonds did in the time he dominated,” Giants 

manager Bruce Bochy said. “ But Stanton is in one of those streaks. Very few elite power hitters 

have done what he’s doing. He’s seeing the ball very well, he’s laying off pitches and he’s got 

better plate coverage. He changed his stance and that’s serving him well.” 

Rumor has it that the Marlins’ pending new ownership, led by Derek Jeter, will rip out the 

electro-convulsive home run sculpture in center field after they take control of the club. At this 

rate, the Marlins will burn out all the bulbs first. 

Their most intriguing intention, though, will be whether they seek to rebuild their roster around 

Stanton, who is owed $295 million over the next 10 seasons, or attempt to clean the slate by 

trading the largest payroll obligation in baseball history. 

The Giants will be listening. They have made consistent inquiries about Stanton over the years, 

and they are in need of a quick fix as ownership has tasked the front office with retooling a last-

place team into a contender in 2018. Their most glaring deficit, though not their only one, is a 

lack of right-handed power. In every baseball sense, Stanton represents a fit. 

It is no easy task to build a contending club when one megastar is swallowing up such a massive 

chunk of the payroll. The Giants know something about that from the Barry Bonds years. 

They’ve also been successful at it. 

Even if Jeter’s group pivots toward trading Stanton, it’s guesswork whether they would seek out 

a trading partner willing to haul the biggest chunk of the contract, or if they would prefer to 

deal with a team that could offer the best package of prospects or major league-ready players. 

More likely, it would be a combination. A template might be the massive trade that sent Alex 

Rodriguez to the Yankees in 2004, when the Texas Rangers received Alfonso Soriano and 

Joaquin Arias while agreeing to pay down $67 million of $179 million. 
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This is when you stop and realize: the Dodgers have the largesse of prospects as well as the 

deep pockets – and that Stanton, who has a full no-trade clause, grew up in the San Fernando 

Valley attending games at Dodger Stadium. 

And you realize: the Marlins’ willingness to trade Stanton is just as likely to widen the gulf 

between the Giants and Dodgers as it represents a means towards closing it. 

Stanton, 28, will average $28.5 million over each of the next 10 seasons; there is a $10 million 

buyout on a $25 million option for 2028, when he will be 38 years old. He also can opt out of his 

contract after the 2020 season. 

There is inherent risk in any long-term contract, and Stanton has played in 120 games just twice 

in his career. 

But watch the spectacle, imagine those mammoth shots hitting the base of the soda bottle at 

AT&T Park instead of a lime green backdrop, and you reflexively reach for your wallet. 

The Giants recovered from Stanton’s two-run shot when they batted around in a three-run 

third inning. Pablo Sandoval, batting right-handed as he attempts to re-establish himself as a 

switch hitter, singled to start the rally and Denard Span’s ground-rule double scored two runs. 

Span motored around to score from second base on Hunter Pence’s single. 

But the Marlins responded in the bottom of the third. Dee Gordon singled, tagged up on 

Stanton’s deep out – a soaring fly ball that almost scraped the roof and that Denard Span 

jumped to catch in front of the center field wall – and then scored the tying run on Christian 

Yelich’s single. 

Gordon and Stanton hit RBI singles to put the Marlins ahead in the fourth. Blach (8-8) had 

second base open and two out when he faced Stanton but stuck his head in the lion’s mouth. 

Stanton took an 0-1 curve for a strike. Blach doubled up on the pitch and it didn’t catch much of 

the plate, but he had intended to bounce it. Stanton might have shown the advanced trait of 

mercy by yanking a mere single through the left side. 

“He keeps coming at you,” Bochy said of Blach. “He doesn’t beat himself, doesn’t walk guys. 

Maybe that didn’t work in his favor tonight.” 

The Marlins broke it open against Kyle Crick in a messy seventh inning that included two runs 

on two walks, a hit batter and a passed ball. 

At least the Giants will be better rested and have Madison Bumgarner on the mound when the 

series resumes on Tuesday. They basically played three games in a 24-hour span over the 

weekend at Nationals Park, including a split doubleheader Sunday that delayed their arrival to 
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their Miami hotel until almost 5 a.m. Monday. 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

Giants Notes 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

MIAMI – No matter what came out of Pablo Sandoval’s mouth — or what he shoved into it 

during his heavier days — the Giants never doubted his desire or enthusiasm. 

If nothing else, club officials surmised, bringing back Sandoval could charge some life into a 

comatose clubhouse. 

When the Giants endured the madness of playing three games in a 24-hour period at Nationals 

Park over the weekend, Sandoval was among the three players who the distance for Manager 

Bruce Bochy. Joe Panik and Jarrett Parker were the others. Ryder Jones also started all three 

games, but he was lifted twice for a pinch hitter. 

“Long day at the office,” Sandoval said, smiling. 

The Giants arrived at their hotel in Miami at almost 5 a.m. Monday, and now they will drag 

themselves into this three-game series at Marlins Park. 

Panik is off. Parker is off. Jones, a rookie, is off. 

Sandoval? He’s playing. 

It’s what he loves to do. 

“Pablo was here early,” Bochy said. “He’s eager to play and he wants to play. And you know, we 

could use some energy, after last night.” 

Sandoval is playing even though it means batting right-handed against Marlins left-hander 

Adam Conley. There were times in Boston when Sandoval abandoned his right-handed swing. 

He made it clear from the moment he re-signed with the Giants, though: he is still a switch 

hitter. 

And at this point, the Giants have nothing to lose by letting him try. Right? 

“Well, not just that,” Bochy said. “When he was with us, he got some pretty big hits right-

handed. I cant’ assume he’s not able to hit right-handed. He was OK from the right side.” 
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There were a couple brief periods when Sandoval abandoned his right-handed swing during his 

first tenure with the Giants, but that was because an injured shoulder encumbered him from 

that side. 

A year like 2015, though, would convince anyone to give up on a right-handed hitting Sandoval. 

He went an unfathomable 2 for 41 as a right-handed hitter, and ended up trying his luck left on 

left. (He hit .255 in 106 at-bats.) 

This season, Sandoval is 3 for 25 with four strikeouts from the right side. 

But Bochy remembers when Sandoval hit .379 in 2009, .290 in 2011 and .299 in 2012 as a right-

handed hitter. He also liked the right-handed swings that Sandoval took against Nationals closer 

Sean Doolittle, even though the at-bat ended with a pop-up in the ninth inning Sunday. 

“I can’t assume he’s not able to hit right-handed,” Bochy said. 

Besides, the alternatives would mean starting Jones, a left-handed hitting rookie, at third base, 

or Kelby Tomlinson, who was 0 for 4 with four strikeouts in his Game 2 start on Sunday. 

So Sandoval will get a chance to prove he can be productive again, in every respect. 

“I have to prove a lot to my teammates and the coaching staff, everybody,” Sandoval said after 

hitting an upper-deck homer off the Nationals’ Max Scherzer on Sunday – his first as a Giant in 

almost three years. “I just want to have great at-bats.” 

(He also made it clear in a Players Tribune article attributed to him that he never felt 

comfortable with the Red Sox, writing, “because every day I spent in Boston, my heart was still 

back in San Francisco.”) 

— 

Panik is getting a pre-planned day off and he didn’t take the field for optional batting practice, 

but Bochy said the second baseman was feeling fine and is available in any capacity off the 

bench. 

Panik had some lightheadedness after Sunday’s doubleheader stemming from a play at the 

plate in Game 2, when a throw struck him in the helmet as catcher Matt Wieters almost 

simultaneously gloved it and applied a tag. 

Panik stayed in for the remainder of Sunday’s game and said afterward that he passed 

concussion tests. 

— 
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Matt Cain will start Wednesday’s series finale here, Bochy said. 

The Giants were short a starter because they’ll end up playing six games in five days, thanks to 

Sunday’s doubleheader at Nationals Park. The club should have enough fresh arms in the 

bullpen to get by without having to use Cain in long relief in the first two games of this series, 

Bochy said. 

— 

Johnny Cueto (strained flexor muscle near elbow) continues to play catch and is expected to 

throw off a mound later this week. There remains no firm timetable for his return. 

— 

Brandon Belt (concussion) continues to rest at home. He’ll be reevaluated when the Giants 

return to AT&T Park on Thursday. 

— 

Giancarlo Stanton has hit home runs in four consecutive games, and six of his last seven. He has 

21 homers in his last 33 games. 

“I won’t tell you how we’ll pitch to him,” Bochy said. “You’re careful. I’ll leave it at that.” 

(UPDATE: Ty Blach wasn’t careful enough. Stanton went deep for a two-run shot in the first 

inning. It’s his 43rd homer this season, a Marlins franchise record.) 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Pence keeps rolling along at plate in August 

Patrick Pinak 

 

MIAMI -- It's been a disappointing season for the Giants. But one player, Hunter Pence, has 

been a bright spot lately. 

Pence collected two hits and an RBI in an 8-3 loss to the Marlins on Monday. For the right 

fielder, the hits just keep coming in a resurgent August that he's putting together. 

Full Game Coverage 

Pence is hitting .326 (14-for-43) with three homers and 10 RBIs this month. Giants manager 

Bruce Bochy has taken notice, too. 
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"He's been swinging the bat better. He's getting his timing this month here," Bochy said. "He's 

driving the ball a little better. He's picked up his play." 

In the third inning, Pence yanked a 2-1 changeup from Marlins starter Adam Conleyinto left 

field to score Denard Span, who got the Giants on the board with a two-run double. The run 

gave the Giants a short-lived, 3-2 lead. 

Again in the fifth, Pence sat back on a changeup from Conley and bounced it into center. 

Both of Pence's hits came off changeups, which is a good sign he's keeping his weight back at 

the plate and, as Bochy said, his timing is better. 

Entering Monday, Pence was hitting just .224 (13-for-58) off changeups this season. Against 

two-seam and four-seam fastballs, however, the mark rose to .247 (37-for-150). 

What has also helped Pence is giving his 34-year-old body a breather every now and then. He's 

started 11 of the club's last 13 games, and since Wednesday, he's had essentially two straight 

off-days thanks to a postponed game on Friday against the Nationals. 

The time off may be keeping Pence's legs fresh as well. He landed on the 10-day disabled list in 

May for a left hamstring strain. Last year, he went on the DL with a strain of his right hamstring. 

"I think some rest here and there has really served him well, too," Bochy said. "I think that's 

played a part in it, but it's been a better month." 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Giants can’t slow Stanton, Marlins in opener 

Joe Frisaro and Patrick Pinak 

 

MIAMI -- Records, they say, are meant to be broken. Giancarlo Stanton is smashing home 

runs at a rate he is primed to shatter a Marlins' standard that stood for 21 years. 

Stanton connected on a two-run home run in the first inning and had three RBIs as the Marlins 

cruised to an 8-3 win over the Giants on Monday night at Marlins Park. With 43 home runs, the 

four-time All-Star passed Gary Sheffield's previous franchise mark of 42 in 1996. 
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Full Game Coverage 

"Yeah, it's something special," Stanton said. "When you're one hit or one homer away from a 

record, you don't want to let it linger because then every at-bat is, you're going to do it, you're 

going to do it. Luckily, I got it out of the way right away. It put us on top and we were able to 

finish." 

Stanton was named National League Player of the Week on Monday afternoon, and 

immediately showed why he is a frontrunner for Player of the Month. His two-run shot off left-

hander Ty Blach was his fifth in as many days, his 10th in 11 games, and 10th in August. Stanton 

also has gone deep in 22 of 34 games. Marcell Ozuna also homered off Blach in the win. 

"He's in one of those streaks," Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. "I don't know if you're ever 

gonna match what [Barry] Bonds did, and over the period of time that he dominated, but 

Stanton is on one of those streaks that very few elite power hitters have done what he's doing 

right now. He's seeing the ball well. It's pretty simple." 

• Stanton on pace for 60-HR '17 

Adam Conley, who gave up three runs in 6 1/3 innings, minimized damage, and improved to 5-

5 on a night he didn't record a strikeout for the first time in his 48 Major League starts. The 

Marlins have now won four straight, while the Giants are now 1-3 on their road trip. 

"It was a good game," Marlins manager Don Mattingly said. "Obviously, Giancarlo gets us out of 

the blocks quickly. It's always a good feeling, but then they take the lead right back. Really, from 

there, Giancarlo gets a base hit for us to add on. But we got a lot of hits from different guys. ... 

A lot of good things happened, where you play the type of game you like to see." 

Statcast™ projected Stanton's homer to travel 382 feet with an exit speed of 95.1 mph. The 

irony is Stanton has blasted some of the hardest homers ever tracked by Statcast™. But his exit 

speed was his softest since Statcast™ was introduced in 2015. His previous low was 96.1 mph at 

Coors Field on Aug. 7, 2016. 

"We were going to try to get inside on him," Blach said. "He's been trying to get extended on a 

lot of pitches and been hitting the ball the other way pretty well so we try to get in, and I 

thought I made a pretty decent pitch. He's just a strong guy." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
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Runs in a Flash: Stanton provided the big power, but Dee Gordon had a hand in accounting for 

three runs. Gordon's two-out RBI single in the fourth inning gave the Marlins a 4-3 lead, and 

kept the inning alive for Stanton's run-scoring single. In his first two at-bats, Gordon also had 

singles, and he scored twice. 

Gordon, a speed threat who has 40 stolen bases, also has been caught up in Stanton's heroics. 

He was just happy to get on base in front of the slugger. 

"I just have to stay still so he can hit, to be honest," Gordon said of not trying to steal. "That's 

my job now, to stay still so we can get some pitches to hit. I go to second, they might walk him." 

Big inning cut short: The Giants erased a two-run deficit and took the lead after scoring three 

runs in the third inning, sending nine to the plate. Denard Span had a key two-run double to tie 

it before Hunter Pence's go-ahead RBI single. Conley, however, was able to avoid further 

damage. Buster Posey was intentionally walked, and after Nick Hundley walked to load the 

bases, Conley retired Brandon Crawfordon a ground ball to second. 

"Span's hit, that was huge for us," Bochy said. "But we just couldn't hold them. They just swept 

Colorado, and they've been playing good." 

"In that inning, there were just a string of hitters there where I wasn't able to do what I wanted 

to do all night," Conley said. "In hindsight, it looks like a really good night. But while I was out 

there, I was really battling." 

QUOTABLE 

"Finally, I've been with him three years and he's been [ticked] off. For him to finally have a smile 

on his face, have a little charisma about himself and stop being so monotone all the time, it's 

pretty cool." -- Gordon, on Stanton embracing his home run streak 

SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 

Stanton is the first Marlins player to homer in five straight games. Yet, this year in the 

Majors, Eric Thames of the Brewers also had a five-game homer streak from April 13-17. 

AFTER REVIEW 

The Marlins rolled the dice and challenged a play in the seventh inning that was a long-shot to 

be overturned. Pinch-hitter Ichiro Suzuki tapped a grounder to shortstop with the bases 

loaded. Crawford, playing in, went to the plate and Hundley tagged Derek Dietrich on the leg 

for the out. After 28 seconds, the call was confirmed. WHAT'S NEXT 
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Giants: Left-hander Madison Bumgarner (2-5, 2.71 ERA) looks to slow Stanton and the Marlins 

on Tuesday at 4:10 p.m. PT. Bumgarner is 1-1 with a 1.29 ERA over his last three starts. 

Marlins: Right-hander Dan Straily (7-8, 3.74) gets the start on Tuesday at 7:10 p.m. ET in the 

middle game against the Giants at Marlins Park. Straily went 8 1/3 innings, giving up one run, in 

a win at AT&T Park on July 7. 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Panik fine after collision; Cain to start finale 

Patrick Pinak 

 

MIAMI -- Giants manager Bruce Bochy provided a positive update on Monday on Joe Panik, 

who was hit in the head on Sunday in a home-plate collision. 

Panik will likely avoid a stint on the disabled list, as Bochy deemed him as available off the 

bench or in a double switch. Panik received Monday's game off as a precautionary step, though 

he would've done so anyway after playing both ends of Sunday's doubleheader against the 

Nationals. 

Full Game Coverage 

"He seems to be doing just fine," Bochy said. "We'll give him another 24 hours to make sure 

he's OK. Looks good right now." 

Panik was hit in the temple on a throw to the plate during the Giants' 6-2 loss in Game 2. The 

ball ricocheted off the sliding Panik and into the glove of Nats catcher Matt Wieters, who 

tagged him out. 

After the game, Panik passed all of his concussion tests. The Giants wanted to be particularly 

cautious with him after he hit the DL in 2016 for concussion-like symptoms on a hit-by-pitch. 

In 106 games, Panik is hitting .271 with seven homers and 40 RBIs. 

Cueto to throw bullpen 

Right-hander Johnny Cueto will throw a bullpen "[Tuesday] or maybe the first day we get 

home," Bochy said. 
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It's a step up for Cueto, who has been playing catch up to this point. The starter is rehabbing a 

right mild flexor strain he sustained on Aug. 1, and he hasn't pitched in a game since July 14. 

He's 6-7 with a 4.59 ERA in 19 starts. 

Cain to start Wednesday 

Bochy named Matt Cain his starter for Wednesday's series finale against the Marlins. The club 

needed an extra starter following Sunday's doubleheader. 

The right-hander's last start came at Oakland on July 31, and he hasn't won a game since May 

15, a span of 12 starts (14 games). 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Bumgarner, Giants Fish-ing for victory in Miami 

Patrick Pinak 

 

The hottest slugger on the planet is Marlins slugger Giancarlo Stanton, and there may not be 

anyone who can stop him. Max Scherzer has fallen victim, as well as eight other pitchers over 

Stanton's last 11 games. 

Giants ace Madison Bumgarner will try to slow Stanton when the lefty squares off against righty 

Dan Straily in the middle game on Tuesday at Marlins Park. 

Full Game Coverage 

Stanton's remarkable streak includes 22 homers in his last 34 games, as well as 10 in his last 11. 

His 43rd in Monday's series opener set a single-season franchise record. Despite these 

numbers, Bumgarner (2-5, 2.71 ERA) could be the guy to put out his fire. Bumgarner has yielded 

just one long ball over his last 26 innings. 

Straily (7-8, 3.74) nearly tossed a complete game last time out vs. San Francisco -- allowing just 

one run on four hits over 8 1/3 innings on July 7 at AT&T Park. 

Three things to know about this game 

• In six starts since his return from the disabled list, Bumgarner has held opponents to a .119 

batting average (7-for-59) against his cutter, with no home runs, a .203 slugging percentage and 
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20 strikeouts. 

• Stanton's torrid home run pace is nothing new for National League West teams. His home run 

on Monday night off Ty Blach was his 72nd in 207 career games against those clubs. His 16 long 

balls vs. the Giants are second only to his 20 against the Rockies. 

• For the season, Stanton is on pace for 60 home runs. Only five players have ever eclipsed that 

mark for a total of eight times: Barry Bonds, Mark McGwire (twice), Sammy Sosa (three times), 

Roger Maris and Babe Ruth. 

 

 

 

NBCbayareasportd.com 

Blach balsted by Marlins, Giants filleted in Miami as Stanton sets record 

A/P 

 

MIAMI -- Giancarlo Stanton took care of business right away. 

Stanton hit his team-record 43rd home run, connecting in his fifth straight game and sending 

the Miami Marlins over the San Francisco Giants 8-3 on Monday night. 

Stanton broke the club mark of 42 homers set by Gary Sheffield in 1996, doing it in the Marlins' 

117th game of the season. 

"When you're one homer or one hit away from a record, you don't want to let it linger because 

then every at-bat is, `Is he going to do it? Is he going to do it?'" Stanton said. "So luckily I got it 

out of the way right away, put us on top, and able to finish." 

Stanton has homered 22 times in his last 34 games. 

"He's on a sick terror," Marlins second baseman Dee Gordon said. "He's amazing." 

Said Giants manager Bruce Bochy: "Stanton is in one of those streaks very few power hitters 

have done what he's doing right now." 

Stanton set another team record for most consecutive games with a home run when tagged Ty 

Blach (8-8) for a two-run drive in the first inning. 

Blach said, "I thought I made a pretty decent pitch. He's such a strong guy." 
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The All-Star slugger later had an RBI single as Miami won its fourth in a row. 

"For him to finally have a smile on his face and have a little charisma about himself and stop 

being so monotone all the time is pretty cool," Gordon said. 

Marcell Ozuna also homered for the Marlins. Dee Gordon had three hits, scored twice, and 

drove in a run to help back Adam Conley (5-5), who allowed three runs in 6 1-3 innings. 

"A lot of good things happened where you play the kind of game you like to see," Marlins 

manager Don Mattingly said. "Obviously Giancarlo's been incredible, but we know there's going 

to be nights he's not going to do it and we're going to have to be able to score runs somehow." 

Denard Span's two-run double tied the game in the third and Hunter Pence's single put the 

Giants on top 3-2. Christian Yelich tied it with an RBI single in the bottom half. 

Gordon and Stanton hit back-to-back RBI singles in the fourth. Ozuna hit a solo home run, his 

27th, in the fifth. 

GORDON HEATS UP: 

Gordon has a 10-game hitting streak at Marlins Park and is hitting .415 (17 for 41) during that 

span after his 16th three-hit game of the season. 

Gordon led off with a single before Stanton immediately followed with a home run. 

"It's been my fault the last week-and-a-half because I haven't been getting on base in front of 

him to start the game," Gordon said. "He's only been getting one RBI." 

TRAINER'S ROOM: 

Giants: 2B Joe Panik was hit in the head during the second game of Sunday's doubleheader at 

Washington and did not play. "He's doing well," Bochy said. "He's doing just fine. He was going 

to get the day off anyway playing both games, all three games there in one day. We'll see in 

another 24 hours to make sure he is OK. Looks good right now." 

Marlins: LHP Wei-Yin Chen (arm) has a one-inning simulated game scheduled for Tuesday. ... SS 

JT Riddle (left shoulder) had labrum surgery last week and has been ruled out for six months. 

UP NEXT: 

Giants: LHP Madison Bumgarner (2-5, 2.71 ERA) will start the second game of the series with 

RHP Matt Cain (3-9, 5.22) getting the start on Wednesday. Bumgarner is 1-3 with a 4.50 ERA in 

six starts against the Marlins. 

Marlins: RHP Dan Straily (7-8, 3.74) will take the mound looking for his first win since July 7, a 

span of six starts. Straily is 0-4 with a 5.17 ERA during the span. 
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Forgotten lessons from Little League 

Eddie Matz 

 

Luke Gregerson learned a life lesson in Little League that's still etched in his memory. 

Growing up outside of Chicago, the Houston Astros reliever recalls playing in an All-Star game 

his team lost. Crushed, he went through the handshake line afterward with his head -- and his 

hands -- down. 

"I walked off the field and my dad was so mad at me," Gregerson says. "He grabbed me and 

said, 'You will never act like that ever again.' He told me I'd never play baseball again if I did 

something like that." 

Twenty years later, Gregerson has made something of a liar out of his father: Every single day, 

he plays baseball, and every single day, he doesn't shake hands with his opponents. 

Gregerson's story is hardly unique. Talk to any MLB player, and they'll tell you that they 

remember doing the postgame handshake back in Little League. They remember doing it in high 

school. Those who played in college remember doing it on Sunday at the end of a series. But 

once they got to the pros, it all went away. Whether you're drafted at age 18 or 22 or 

somewhere in between, once you start getting paid to play a kid's game, it suddenly stops 

looking like a kid's game. Even at the very lowest levels of the minor leagues, the postgame 

handshake goes poof. 

But when the Pittsburgh Pirates and St. Louis Cardinals face off Sunday in the first ever MLB 

Little League Classic, they might make history. Not because they're playing a regular-season 

game at a tiny stadium in Williamsport, Pennsylvania, in front of a bunch of kids (although that 

is pretty unprecedented), but because it might be the first time two major league teams 

actually line up and shake hands after a game. 

ANYONE WHO HAS EVER played in a Little League baseball game, or coached or attended one, 

knows that shaking hands with the other team immediately afterward is standard operating 

procedure. 

The ice cream truck can wait. Ditto for the postgame pep talk. And the running around the 

bases. All of it takes a back seat to sportsmanship. 

According to Little League International, there is no hard-and-fast rule mandating that opposing 

teams shake hands following each contest. But there is photographic evidence of the postgame 

shake at the Little League World Series dating back to the late 1940s. 
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"Little League is about fun, and teaching respect," says Baltimore Oriolessecond 

baseman Jonathan Schoop, who shook it out at the 2004 LLWS as part of Curacao's 

championship squad. 

To be sure, there's no shortage of plausible explanations as to why the shake gets shunned in 

pro baseball. Unlike in the amateur ranks, professional contests are played in cavernous 

stadiums where guys can be scattered anywhere from the bullpen to the clubhouse when the 

final out is recorded, making the postgame lineup a logistical nightmare. 

Unlike in the NFL, in which athletes tend to meet in the middle of the field following their one 

game a week, baseball players do battle every day and simply can't be bothered. Unlike in the 

NBA, in which it's not abnormal to shake hands after the final buzzer, MLB teams are forced to 

face the same team three or four times in a row. 

"The last thing you want is to be going through an 0-for-15 struggle and a guy just struck you 

out three times and he's like, 'Yeah I got you.' That's the last thing you want to hear at that 

point." 

 

Pirates second baseman Josh Harrison 

Of all the excuses, it's that last one -- something about familiarity breeding contempt -- that 

seems to hold the most water. 

"When you're doing this professionally, there's so much on the line," Cardinals pitcher Adam 

Wainwright says. "Sometimes there's bad blood. Sometimes the last thing you want to do right 

after the game is see the person you had an encounter with." 

A father of four girls who all play softball, Wainwright says he doesn't worry about the mixed 

message big leaguers might send by shelving the shake in The Show. In fact, given the 

flammability of the situation, he thinks fans might be better off for it. 

"If there was postgame handshakes, you'd see some fights out there." 

If the amateur ranks are any indication, Wainwright has a point. In 2013, the state of Kentucky 

banned postgame shakes at all high school sporting events, citing a three-year period in which 

more than two-dozen fights broke out immediately following competition. Handshakes 

between NCAA athletes, though still permitted, have a tendency to go awry too. 

"It happened multiple times," says Cardinals outfielder Stephen Piscotty, who played at 

Stanford. "It's chippy during the game, then you go through the line and you've got raw 

emotion. You're pissed. They're pissed." 
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Extrapolate that anger and imagine what might happen if, say, the Washington 

Nationals and San Francisco Giants had to shake hands just minutes after Bryce Harper charged 

the mound and traded blows with Hunter Strickland back in May. Things could get ugly. 

Perhaps that helps explain rule 4.06, which has been on the MLB books since at least 1950 and 

dictates that "players of opposing teams shall not fraternize at any time while in uniform." 

Despite that edict, a big-league baseball game can sometimes come off looking like one 

humongous hobnob-a-thon. 

During batting practice, when the home team is finishing up and the visitors are just coming out 

to stretch, it's not uncommon to see opposing players sharing bro hugs around the cage. When 

a hitter steps into the box for his first at-bat of the game, he often chats it up with the catcher. 

If he's lucky enough to reach, it's the same thing all over again with the first baseman. But when 

it comes to the postgame, ballplayers seemingly would rather line up in front of a firing squad 

than line up to press palms. 

"We play 162 games," says Piscotty, who might miss Sunday's game in Williamsport after a 

surprise demotion to Triple-A last week. "I think it loses its meaning if you're just doing it over 

and over." 

"If there was postgame handshakes, you'd see some fights out there." 

 

Cardinals pitcher Adam Wainwright 

And yet guys on the winning side have no problem shaking hands with their own teammates 

over and over, as MLB's self-congratulatory code dictates. Victory after victory, that never loses 

its meaning. Even to a playoff team that wins 90-plus games over the course of six months, plus 

a few more in the postseason, the intrasquad squeeze never seems to get old. 

Maybe the absence of the postgame handshake isn't so much about losing its meaning as it is 

about simply losing. 

"The last thing you want," Pirates second baseman Josh Harrison says, "is to be going through 

an 0-for-15 struggle and a guy just struck you out three times and he's like, 'Yeah, I got you.' 

That's the last thing you want to hear at that point." 

Says Wainwright: "The guy who gave up the lead or blew the save or lost the game, he doesn't 

want to stick around and shake hands." 

Of course he doesn't. Just like Ottawa Senators goalie Craig Andersonprobably didn't want to 

stick around and shake hands after allowing a double-overtime score in Game 7 of this year's 
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Eastern Conference finals against the Pittsburgh Penguins. But he did. 

Because sportsmanship. Unfortunately, that particular brand of decorum has no place on the 

diamond. 

"The best part of baseball is not shaking hands," Arizona Diamondbacksoutfielder A.J. 

Pollock says. "It drives me crazy when I see it in football. A team gets their butt kicked and you 

see guys laughing afterward. We play 162 games. I love the fact that when the game is over, 

win or lose, you go right to the clubhouse. When you get to this level, it has nothing to do with 

sportsmanship." 

So why go to such great lengths to drive home the whole handshake thing in youth baseball if 

it's only a matter of time before it all flies right out the window? 

"Sportsmanship goes further than just shaking hands and saying, 'Good game,'" Harrison says. 

"Sportsmanship is playing the game the right way and acknowledging the other team playing 

right. We might not shake hands on the field, but we do give credit to the other team in 

postgame interviews or whatever it may be." 

MAYBE MELDING MITTS isn't the only way to show respect after a hard-fought battle, but as 

NHL fans can attest, it certainly is the most obvious and impactful way. 

"Those guys beat the tar out of each other," says Cardinals manager Mike Matheny, an avid 

puckhead and father of five whose daughter Katie spent the past four years playing college 

hockey at Ohio State. "Then, after they physically beat each other up, they line up and shake 

hands. It's a classy thing to do." 

It's so classy the St. Louis skipper -- a noted advocate for perspective in youth sports who 

authored a book called "The Matheny Manifesto" -- has designs on bringing it to the bigs. 

In fact, he has already tried. 

In each of Matheny's first two seasons as manager, his team made it to the postseason. During 

that pair of playoff runs, the Cards played in three different series that went the distance. 

According to Matheny, on the morning of one of those winner-take-all elimination games, he 

picked up the phone and called the opposing manager with an idea inspired by a conversation 

he'd had with another hockey dad from St. Louis. 

"I'm thinking out of the box here," Matheny told his fellow skipper. "But if it doesn't go well for 

us today, I'd be honored if our guys came out and shook your guys' hands." 

"Those guys beat the tar out of each other. Then, after they physically beat each other up, 
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they line up and shake hands. It's a classy thing to do." 

 

Cardinals manager Mike Matheny on pro hockey players 

Not surprisingly, the other manager didn't go for it. 

In retrospect, Matheny thinks he caught his counterpart off guard, and that if he'd gone 

through the proper channels and broached the subject with the commissioner's office, he might 

have had more success. For what it's worth, he still has his sights set on shaking the handshake 

tree. 

"I do actually want to bring that up to Mr. Manfred. I know there are some old-school people 

that would hate it, but it goes back to sportsmanship. There's nothing wrong with us shaking 

hands and acknowledging the fact that two teams left it all out on the field." 

His pie-in-the-sky plan could land soon. Like, real soon. 

On Sunday evening, Matheny and the Cardinals will face the Pirates in the inaugural MLB Little 

League Classic. The game, which takes place right smack dab in the middle of the Little League 

World Series, will be played at Bowman Field in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. The pint-sized park 

has about 2,500 seats, nearly all of which will be occupied by Little Leaguers and their coaches 

and families. Translation? If ever there were a time to green light Operation Handshake, this 

would seem to be it. 

Not for nothing, MLB is well aware of this. According to a league source, the possibility of a 

postgame handshake between St. Louis and Pittsburgh has been discussed and has gained 

traction in the wake of this year's World Baseball Classic, where Team United States and Team 

Puerto Rico shook it out in impromptu fashion following the finals. And the universe as we 

know it did not end. 

"It wasn't like playing during the regular season," says Gregerson, a Team USA member, trying 

to put his finger on why he and his big-league cohorts were inspired to get their Little League 

on at the WBC. "It's tough to say this, but it's a job. We're here to work. We're getting paid to 

do this. We're out here every day for eight months and that's all we do. The WBC was kind of 

like a little break, and it felt like you were back in high school or Little League." 

"I wouldn't be opposed to it at all. Baseball's not bigger than life. If we can show some kids 

the proper way to do things, I'm all for it. Ultimately, the game's for them. That's the whole 
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reason we changed the venue and made it in Williamsport. It's for the kids." 

 

Pirates shortstop Jordy Mercer 

In other words, work is work and play is play and never the twain shall meet. And never shall 

the palms of opposing players meet either -- unless it's just for fun. 

But nobody knows for sure what the game at Bowman Field will feel like until it happens. On 

the one hand, it's a break from the norm, a whimsical one-off played at a tiny minor league 

park in front of a bunch of kids on summer vacation. On the other hand, it's the finale of what's 

sure to be a hotly contested four-game set between bitter divisional rivals who will still have to 

face each other six more times after leaving Williamsport. 

To shake or not to shake, this is the question. 

"I wouldn't be opposed to it at all," Pirates shortstop Jordy Mercer says. "Baseball's not bigger 

than life. If we can show some kids the proper way to do things, I'm all for it. Ultimately, the 

game's for them. That's the whole reason we changed the venue and made it in Williamsport. 

It's for the kids." 

Regardless of what happens in Williamsport, don't expect MLB to suddenly fall head over heels 

for handshakes. At least not in the regular season. 

As for the playoffs, where losers typically make a masochistic point of stewing in their own 

dugout while the winners celebrate after the final out, that's another story. 

"Part of the self-punishment is to sit and watch," Matheny says. "You're just beat down, you left 

everything you had out there, you're told you can't play any longer, and a bunch of guys will 

stay out there and watch, just to keep it tattooed in their memory. I hope that turns into an 

opportunity in the postseason for teams to acknowledge each other. Because that's different. 

That's special." 

The problem is, in a game so deeply steeped in tradition, Matheny's manifesto might be the 

minority mindset. 

"To go out there and shake hands while they're celebrating," says Schoop, "it would be weird. 

You watch and wish it was you. Then you walk away." 

 

 

 


