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White Sox Tilson reaches four times for Glendale 
By Matt McClure / MLB.com | Nov. 9, 2017  
 
SURPRISE, Ariz. -- Charlie Tilson, the White Sox No. 19 prospect, made his Major League debut in August. He notched a 
single in his first at-bat but left the game two innings later after tearing his left hamstring. 
 
On Thursday, Tilson led the Desert Dogs by reaching base four times, helping Glendale defeat the Surprise Saguaros, 6-
2, in Arizona Fall League action. 
 
"I feel really good," Tilson said. "I'm really happy to have this opportunity. I think getting acclimated to baseball 
movements is good for me and my development." 
 
Tilson capped a four-run third inning with an RBI ground-rule double to left field. He ended the day 1-for-2 with three walks 
and an RBI. While the stat line doesn't jump off the page, for Tilson it was big for his confidence. 
  
"I haven't played in a long time and I'm just trying to get comfortable," Tilson said. "I feel good even when the hits aren't  
falling, being up there and competing. It's something to build on for sure. I feel like I'm getting better each day and I'm just 
enjoying being out here." 
 
Indians prospect Sean Brady tossed 4 2/3 innings for the Desert Dogs, allowing two runs. His quick delivery continuously 
kept Surprise hitters off balance as the southpaw was able to keep Glendale in the lead. 
 
His opponent, Royals prospect Zach Lovvorn, struggled to find the zone in this outing. He lasted 2 2/3 innings, walking 
four and allowing five runs, only one of which was earned. 
 
Dodgers No. 17 prospect DJ Peters hit a home run for the second straight game to end the scoring for the Desert Dogs in 
the fourth. His homer down the left-field line was a rocket, leaving his bat at 116 mph and touching the ground 450 feet 
beyond home plate. 
  
Cardinals No 12 prospect Edmundo Sosa was one of the few bright spots for the Saguaros, going 1-for-4 with an RBI. 
Surprise was limited to six hits on the day and went 1-for-8 with runners in scoring position. 
 
The win for Glendale put the two teams in a tie for second place in the division, trailing the Peoria Javelinas. Both 
Glendale and Surprise are five games back with six games left to play on the season. The top teams from the East and 
West divisions will face off in a championship game on Saturday, Nov. 18.

 
Pierzynski hopes to call '18 game with Hawk 
Former White Sox catcher says broadcaster is Hall of Famer 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | Nov. 9, 2017  
 
JOLIET, Ill. -- A.J. Pierzynski has a broadcasting goal for 2018. Make it more like a quest to be fulfilled. 
 



The catcher on the White Sox 2005 World Series champion and the team's starter behind the plate for eight seasons 
plans to broadcast one game with Ken "Hawk" Harrelson. The iconic White Sox broadcaster is set to work a 20-game 
home schedule during his 34th and final season in the TV booth. 
 
"No matter what happens, I'm going to get a game and do a game with him," Pierzynski said before speaking at the 
University of St. Francis' 41st annual Brown & Gold dinner Wednesday night. "We tried to work it out last year, but the 
timing didn't work because of the logistics. 
 
"I've put my call, my one request from [White Sox chairman] Jerry [Reinsdorf]: 'At some point this year, I get to do a game 
with Hawk.' It's going to be a different game without him." 
 
Pierzynski regaled 600 people Wednesday night with entertaining stories from his 19-year Major League career, as well 
as many behind-the-scenes tales from the 2005 White Sox season and their 11-1 postseason run to history. He recounted 
a moment in the 2004 offseason when he had breakfast in Orlando with Harrelson, who extolled the virtues of the White 
Sox to the free agent coming off of a career-high 77 RBIs in his one season with the Giants. 
 
After playing his last game for the Braves in 2016, Pierzynski joined FOX Sports as a full-time broadcaster this past 
season. He didn't call any White Sox games but kept track of the organization's ongoing rebuild. 
 
"They never wanted to do it in the past. They never wanted to use that word. So it's surprising they let them do it," 
Pierzynski said. "I still talk to some people in the White Sox organization and they seem happy with everything they've 
done. 
 
"It looks like some of the players they got are pretty good. You make trades for 25 guys and if five work out, you are like, 
'Hey we had a great rebuild.' You just never know. 
 
"You are still going to have sign some free agents," Pierzynski added. "Even the Astros thought they had this team, they 
had to go out and get [Brian] McCann, [Josh] Reddick and [Justin] Verlander. You still have to go out and sign the right 
guys. It looks like they are trending in the right direction, but they have a long way to go." 
If Pierzynski gets his wish, he will be broadcasting one game during the '18 portion of this White Sox rebuild with his friend 
and broadcasting legend. 
 
"How he's not in the Hall of Fame, it blows my mind," Pierzynski said of Harrelson, a three-time finalist for the Hall's Ford 
C. Frick Award for broadcasters. "He's given more phrases and more things to people in everyday life. 
 
"Not even just in the baseball world. You will hear people say, 'He gone,' just walking down the street. So he's done things 
that no one else has done, and he deserves to be rewarded. Vin Scully was Vin Scully for the Dodgers for all those years, 
but Hawk to White Sox fans and baseball fans is different. He's still a legend as far as I'm concerned."

 
No respect? Jose Abreu slighted for AL Silver Slugger Award 
By Dan Hayes / NBC Sports Chicago | Nov. 9, 2017  
 
It’s not as bad of an oversight as Joey Votto, but White Sox first baseman Jose Abreu was overlooked for the American 
League Silver Slugger Award on Thursday. 
 
First baseman Eric Hosmer received the honor over Abreu, who outslugged his Kansas City counterpart .552 to .498. 
 
Previously a Silver Slugger winner in 2014, Abreu’s production was his best since his rookie campaign. Abreu finished the 
year with a .304/.354/.552 slash line with 33 home runs and 102 RBIs in 675 plate appearances. Hosmer hit 
.318/.385/.498 with 25 homers and 94 RBIs in 671 plate appearances. 
 
Abreu also had a massive edge in total bases as he led the AL with 343. Hosmer finished 12th overall in total bases with 
300. 
 
Abreu also finished with an edge in both park adjusted-production categories. Abreu had a 140 OPS-plus to Hosmer’s 132 
while Abreu had the slight edge in weighted Runs Created plus, 114-113. 
 
The National League race was an even bigger omission as Paul Goldschmidt topped Votto, who finished with a whopping 
1032-966 edge in OPS. 

 
 
 



Is Nicky Delmonico for real? Scouts have their doubts 
By James Fegan / The Athletic | Nov. 9, 2017  
 
There hasn't been much of a reason to scrutinize the scintillating major league debut of Nicky Delmonico. 
 
The man posted a 132 wRC+ in 43 games and clocked nine home runs with ideal walk (13.9 percent) and strikeout rates 
(18.7 percent), despite grappling with wrist and shoulder ailments over his two-month run in the majors. With the dearth of 
viable and healthy options the White Sox have to play left field until Eloy Jimenez arrives, the answer for how to handle 
Delmonico's success looks simple: make him prove it's not a fluke by playing him more. It's an arrangement Delmonico 
can certainly get along with. 
 
Competing teams might be in a bind on whether to trust someone who posted solid, but non-dominant offensive numbers 
in Triple-A to shoulder the load of an important offensive position like left field, or designated hitter, on the strength of a 
strong 43-game big league audition. Yet the White Sox should be able to take a chance on the idea that they found a 
viable corner power bat out of seemingly nowhere, and shrug it off if a longer looks proves they didn't. 
 
The same low-stakes environment that allows for Delmonico to get at-bats could also prove tempting to spend on 
someone with an even longer track record. For example, 32-year-old free agent outfielder Carlos Gonzalez had a dreadful 
first half last season, battled shoulder problems and ended with an 84 wRC+ in what was arguably the worst season of his 
career. He's risky, but as a three-time All-Star, is to some degree a proven commodity. If the Sox signed him to a make-
good deal with their ample budget room and were rewarded with a hot first half, it would be easy to sell him to a contender 
at the deadline as an impact bat. And if he struggled instead, well, they can shrug off the risk. 
 
A question is whether the potential of such a gambit outweighs what Delmonico offers, unless the right offer comes along 
for Avisail Garcia and a crevasse of playing time opens up all over the outfield. The trudge of beat writing convinces you 
that nothing is a fluke. Every day is revealed to be so long, a marathon of preparation both physical and strategic, such 
that every breakthrough at the plate feels like the climax of an epic story. Even just Delmonico's walk-off home run against 
the Angels in the last week of the season felt like a masterwork; how he decided to sit on Blake Parker's splitter after 
seeing him throw five to Garcia in the previous at-bat, and held to the plan even after going ahead in the count 2-1. 
 
Those impressive glimpses of success are the compelling part, along with his redemption story of coming back from 
substance abuse, and the savvy work from departed minor league boss Buddy Bell in campaigning to bring Delmonico in 
and offer him an opportunity. The less compelling part is that he was a 25-year-old putting up good but not dominant 
numbers in Triple-A, after a minor league career that ran a similar course save for six weeks of obliteration in Double-A in 
2016. Scouts and statistical projections had him pegged for a future as a reserve when he was called up, and neither tend 
to flip their expectations to stardom after two months. 
 
By Statcast's xwOBA (expected weight on-base average), Delmonico was the 28th biggest over-performer based on the 
quality of his contact out of 432 players with at least 100 at-bats, and projected at the roughly league-average mark of 
.325 (expect a return to form from Miguel Cabrera, the second-biggest under-performer, by the way). PECOTA's 50th 
percentile projection before the season had Delmonico as a .237/.297/.419 hitter for 2017, and will likely do little more 
than split the difference with his hot major league debut and project him as a league-average hitter in 2018, as Steamer 
has already done. While scouts believe his in-game power can continue to be average or better, they have doubts about 
the ability of his hit tool to hold up to a full season of scrutiny, and sky-high pop-up rates in the majors have often held 
back his efforts to hit for average. He did well, but the people who undertake the work of trying to see the future would be 
still surprised to see him repeat it. 
 
This can seem — and certainly does feel — like nitpicking for a guy who came up to the majors and mashed on arrival, 
and even took walks and made contact, all while adjusting to a new defensive position. But he was regularly evaluated as 
a reserve-quality player before all that, and it takes a lot of proof and success to shake that label. He makes contact and 
has historically been a bit more fly ball-oriented than average, which is the type of player who is expected to take a leap 
with the livelier ball the major leagues has to offer, but that is still something we're better at identifying post-mortem at this 
point. 
 
It's not starting left fielder or bust for Delmonico. He could push Matt Davidson aside for DH opportunities, he could fill in 
at first base on occasion, and there's a chance the Sox let him try his hand at third base again with a healthy shoulder. His 
fate seems similar to that of Davidson, Ryan Cordell and Casey Gillaspie, corner bats that are interesting enough to get a 
chance, but don't have their place in the rebuild engraved in stone to where that chance is assured to them. 
 
I had a goal here, which was to assess whether Nicky Delmonico was for real, but I can't get any closer than he's real 
enough to give a try, but not certain enough that the White Sox might not get bigger ideas.

 



Three pitchers that could be on the White Sox's free agent wish list 
By James Fegan / The Athletic | Nov. 7, 2017  
 
Maybe I'm a pessimist. Maybe I've grown used to the quiet life of covering a rebuilding team and writing deep profiles of 
A-ball prospects. But it feels a bit early still in the White Sox rebuild to imagine them as players for major free agent 
targets, or purging assets to dive into the Giancarlo Stanton bidding, or doing much of anything that requires a large 
investment with the plurality of returns coming in 2018, a season for which the win-loss record will probably be forgotten. 
 
The White Sox have a low payroll going into 2018, and could certainly make significant use of it in the offseason and still 
finish under $80 million. Yet the move to make for this winter still feels like signing some sensible mid-level arms to fill the 
well-documented holes in their pitching staff, and let the kids on hand battle it out over who will get the most DH plate 
appearances in April and May and whatnot. 
 
Within this keyhole view of the vast free agent landscape, there are some individuals I've already mentioned as targets for 
middling one-to-two year deals that we can expand upon a bit, and maybe even grow to desire. 
 
Tyler Chatwood: Ground ball-oriented starting pitcher 
 
Pros: Young (turns 28 in December); already pitches like a Don Cooper project; might have been low-key good in 2017 if 
it wasn't for Coors. 
 
Cons: No one else likes to sign old pitchers either; innings eaters who don't throw strikes have a hard time eating lots of 
innings; what will Cooper get to change if he already throws non-stop two-seamers? 
 
Errors happen all the time, and pitchers have to help their team by dealing with them and pitching through them, which is 
why scouts often glance at total runs allowed per nine innings (RA/9) as much or more than ERA. This is all a way of 
saying Chatwood's 4.81 RA/9 was significantly better than the average (5.43), thanks to Coors' park factors, and shines a 
brighter light on his 2017 performance than a 4.69 ERA or the second-highest walk rate in baseball (12.2 percent) among 
pitchers with over 140 innings. 
 
After getting booted from the Rockies rotation for much of August, Chatwood recovered to post a 3.32 ERA in his last four 
starts down the stretch in September. He credited the progress to finding the feel for his sinking two-seam fastball and 
using it to pound the zone, a trait it is easy to imagine the White Sox allowing him to embrace further on the South Side. 
He has a 3.75 ERA away from Coors Field, even though the thin air cannot be blamed for his walk rate, and would likely 
find softer treatment for his mistake sinkers in Chicago than he did in Denver. 
 
In a free agency pool filled with old fogies, and a league full of rebuilders looking for value coups, the young pitcher with 
solid runs allowed numbers might not be much of a secret. If the bidding war for Chatwood pushes much past one year, it 
could stretch out of the White Sox's interest level. But if not, he could fall into the Derek Holland sweetspot of being 
shopped as a midseason trade piece with good behavior, or be easily pushed aside for prospect promotions without it. 
 
Steve Cishek: Late-inning relief pitcher 
 
Pros: Legitimately very good; “proven closer;” outside the pricey elite reliever tier but also not a new sensation. 
 
Cons: Can demand multiple years; hot last two months saved him from being a 31-year-old on a downward strikeout 
trend. 
 
Cishek had much more fun spending August and September in Tampa than Dan Jennings did, holding opposing hitters to 
a .153/.234/.165 batting line in 24 2/3 stalwart innings. He worked primarily as a seventh-inning man, but came in as early 
as the fourth inning as the Rays embraced playoff-style early hooks on their starters. He was posting a troubling sub-20 
percent strikeout rate in Seattle earlier in the season until he punched out 27.7 percent of opposing hitters down the 
stretch in Tampa, which he credited to more vague, generalized improvements in his delivery. 
 
A sinkerballer with a low, side-armed delivery and with the platoon splits to match, Cishek might scare off suitors looking 
for high-leverage outs by being a righty specialist. But the White Sox could credibly court him with the opportunity to close 
again, even though he was a good soldier about it with the Rays. In a world where everyone wants a ton of flexible 
relievers, the Sox would probably need to offer at least two years, but could boast a unique opportunity. The downside is 
probably no worse than a diminished Cishek kicking around the back of the bullpen and serving as a glorified ROOGY by 
2019. 
 
Neftali Feliz: Hard-throwing reliever in need of a fix 



 
Pros: Averages 96 mph on his fastball still; somehow still under 30; missed bats down the stretch; definitely available. 
 
Cons: Five teams have already tried to pull off this reclamation project; health has been a consistent issue; he was lit up 
last year. 
 
After being run out of Milwaukee on a rail early in the year, Feliz didn't exactly stabilize in Kansas City, nor did he lift his 
strikeout rate north of 20 percent, nor did he stay healthy (“right ulnar nerve palsy” is not the most encouraging diagnosis 
ever crafted). He kept throwing really hard and re-emphasized the high-80s changeup that had not been his primary off-
speed pitch since his Texas days, and posted a 14.6 swinging strike rate in 19 innings with Kansas City, and his 2016 
campaign in Pittsburgh provided some material proof that he still has some ability to miss bats tucked away. 
 
Someone with the life Feliz has on his heater is always one command grade jump away from being truly dangerous — 
Tommy Kahnle comes to mind — or at least a viable option in a rebuilding team bullpen that burned through a lot of their 
internal candidates in the second half last year. If you're not bringing in at least one hard-thrower in need of a fix to camp, 
you're not trying, and this one is mine.

 
Levine: White Sox Know Eloy Jimenez Could Force Their Hand Amid His Progression Plan 
By Bruce Levine / CBS Chicago | Nov. 9, 2017  
 
CHICAGO (CBS) — The player in the minor leagues with perhaps the highest ceiling could make his presence felt for the 
White Sox in 2018. 
 
The next prospect with star potential in line to join the White Sox is Eloy Jimenez, the 20-year-old outfielder who has 
made a name for himself crushing baseballs in the minor leagues and whom the White Sox acquired from the Cubs in the 
Jose Quintana trade in July. Many talented evaluators have predicted greatness for Jimenez, and his performance in 
2017 only fueled that belief. Jimenez hit .312 with 19 homers, 65 RBIs, 44 extra-bases hits and a .947 in 89 games across 
high Class-A and Double-A, where he ended the season. 
 
Jimenez has kept up his quality production in winter league ball in the Dominican Republic this offseason, with four 
homers, 20 RBIs and a 1.153 OPS in 16 games. 
 
When he met the Chicago media in September, Jimenez expressed the belief that he’s ready to play in the big leagues 
now. 
 
“Playing here has been something incredible for me,” Jimenez told reporters last week of his experience in winter ball in 
the Dominican Republic. “The experience has been great. The fans support you, cheer for you, and it’s crazy, they say all 
kinds of things. They don’t stop for anything. Right now, my purpose is to keep working hard, finish strong and end next 
season in the U.S. playing in the major leagues.” 
 
White Sox general manager Rick Hahn acknowledged that Jimenez could force the organization’s hand and earn a 
promotion to the big leagues in 2018. Hahn referenced second baseman Yoan Moncada in his answer. 
 
“When you look at where Moncada was when we acquired him, he had already spent the bulk of his season at Double-A,” 
Hahn said on Inside the Clubhouse on 670 The Score last weekend. “He then spent September in the big leagues. Eloy 
has only spent three weeks above A ball. So, he is probably a little behind the pace we had with Moncada. A very 
reasonable path for a player would be to have him spend the entire season at Double-A. That said, the good ones have a 
way of changing those plans on you because of forcing the issue. Granted it was only a couple of weeks, but Eloy made a 
rather large (Double-A) Birmingham ballpark look small in the short time he was there. If that continues during the 2018 
season, he certainly is going to force the issue on us. We consider that a good problem to have.” 
 
Depending on Jimenez’s progression, the White Sox could eventually encounter situation that reminds of the Cubs’ 
handling of Kris Bryant in 2015. If the White Sox decide to keep Jimenez in the minors for all of 2018, they could then wait 
until several weeks into the 2019 season to call up Jimenez, so as to earn an extra year of contract control. That’s what 
the Cubs smartly did with Bryant in 2015 after he had a monster spring training.

 
 
 


