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Chicago Tribune 
Pedro Strop has been huge for the Cubs; now they will try to win the NL Central without him 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The loss of Pedro Strop to a hamstring injury was a blow to the clubhouse, taking a little bit away from 
the big win. 
 
The relief pitcher has been huge for the Cubs in the absence of closer Brandon Morrow, who last 
pitched July 15 and is on the disabled list with a bone bruise in his right forearm. Since then, Strop has a 
1.93 ERA with 11 saves in 13 opportunities while allowing opponents to bat .138. 
 
Strop injured his hamstring trying to beat out a double play in a rare plate appearance in the top of the 
10th. He likely will miss at least two weeks with his injury, putting the Cubs in position to have to hold 
off the Brewers for the National League Central title without him. 
 
“It’s a tough loss right here,” Baez said. “Hopefully it’s something simple because we need Stropy back, 
and we need (Morrow) back too. With both of our closers now down and getting close to October…” 
 
Morrow will throw a simulated game in a few days, but there is no timetable for his return other than 
his vow to be back before the end of the season. 
 
Strop (6-1), who pitched 1 2/3 scoreless innings to earn the win Thursday, has been a lifesaver in 
Morrow’s absence. 
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“He’s been so big for this team,” Mike Montgomery said of Strop. “You never want to blame anything or 
anybody, but again it’s unfortunate and you hope he recovers fast. We did get a win today, so we’re not 
going to go home empty-handed. 
 
“We’ve got a team that’s gone through a lot the last couple years. We’re not going to let bad scheduling 
get in the way of us competing for the playoffs.” 
 
Manager Joe Maddon said Randy Rosario’s performance as closer Thursday “should elevate him,” 
though he wouldn’t say who he would turn to for a save if the Cubs get into that situation against the 
Reds on Friday, when Cole Hamels gets the start. 
 
“I have no idea, because all of these guys are on fumes,” Maddon said. “I’m certain Cole understands 
exactly what’s going on. You could really expect him to stay out there as long as he possibly can.” 
 
Maddon said Jaime Garcia and Alec Mills would be “more prominent” now with Strop out. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
3 things we learned from the Cubs' 4-3 win over the Nationals 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Here are three things we learned from the Cubs’ 4-3 win in 10 innings over the Nationals in their 
makeup game Thursday. 
 
1. Joe Maddon doesn’t trust some of his bullpen options. 
 
The Cubs may have 14 relievers thanks to September call-ups, but the Cubs manager wanted Pedro 
Strop to pitch a third inning instead of going with any of the seven unused relievers in the bullpen. So he 
let Strop bat for himself in the 10th inning instead of using pinch-hitter Tommy La Stella with the bases 
loaded and one out. When Strop injured his hamstring trying to beat out a double-play grounder, he 
went with Randy Rosario, who pitched a perfect 10th. 
 
Brandon Kintzler, Tyler Chatwood, Dillon Maples, James Norwood, Jaime Garcia and Alec Mills were all 
available. None was a particularly appetizing choice, but Maddon was pummeled on Twitter for the 
decision after Strop limped back to the dugout. It’s fair to debate the move, but wrong to blame 
Maddon for the injury. 
 
2. Javier Baez won a must-win game. 
 
Baez’s chances of winning the MVP award dropped after he went without a home run or RBI from Sept. 
2 through Wednesday, but he came up big when it counted Thursday in a game the Cubs desperately 
needed to win. His RBI double in the fourth got he Cubs their first run, his opposite field homer in the 
sixth gave them a brief lead and his safety-squeeze bunt single in the 10th brought home the winning 
run. 
 
Whether he’s the National League MVP or not, he’s certainly the Cubs MVP. At this point of the season, 
that’s all that really matters. Look for a strong finish for Baez, who can carry this team down the stretch. 
 
3. Anthony Rizzo gets it. 
 



 

Rizzo got a lot of publicity for his wacky idea of wearing his uniform to Washington and back to Chicago, 
and it did help create some levity during a tough stretch for the Cubs. 
 
Rizzo understands this is entertainment, and going off the rails once in a while isn’t really a bad thing. 
But he was seen wheeling out a small carry-on bag from the clubhouse after Thursday’s game, so Rizzo 
may have had some spare clothes with him just in case he got tired of wearing a baseball uniform for 
two straight days. He may be crazy, but he’s not insane. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Can Javier Baez carry the Cubs to the NL Central title? 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
When first baseman Anthony Rizzo was sidelined with back spasms early in the season, Javier Baez 
seemed immune to a 28-degree wind chill when he ripped a game-tying, bases-clearing double against 
the Braves on April 14 at Wrigley Field. 
 
And when injuries sidelined third baseman Kris Bryant and shortstop Addison Russell during June, July 
and August, Baez filled in capably, as evidenced when he sprinted past the third-base line to catch a foul 
popup before tumbling into the Wrigley Field stands June 5 and when he darted into shallow center field 
to make an over-the-shoulder catch to preserve a victory Aug. 30 in Atlanta. 
 
Even Baez’s legs haven’t taken a break. In one example, he stole home against the Mets on June 3 and, 
earlier this month, he twice made daring bursts from first to third against the Brewers that resulted in 
two runs in two games. 
 
And while many Cubs players and others grumbled about returning to Washington for Thursday’s 
makeup game, Baez provided the spark with an RBI double, a home run and a safety squeeze bunt single 
that scored the winning run in the 4-3, 10-inning victory over the Nationals. 
 
But as far as Baez has carried the Cubs with his bat, glove and legs, can he carry them past the finish line 
in the National League Central? 
 
After reaching the 30-home run, 100-RBI mark with a home run off Aaron Nola of the Phillies on Sept. 2, 
Baez went nine games without increasing those totals as the offense faded until his revival Thursday. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon has tried to find spots to rest Baez as the 25-year-old has played in 143 of the 
Cubs’ 146 games — including one stretch of 88 consecutive games — and has started in 129 games. 
 
“I have to watch it,” Maddon said. “He played in the All-Star Game and didn’t get the break He had to 
answer to a lot of (National League most valuable player) talk. With the numbers he has put up, there’s 
a heavier load for him compared to the past. I have to be mindful of that. 
 
“He has handled it great, but don’t assume it’s going to remain that way unless we rest him. I have to 
figure that one out.” 
 
That could be one of Maddon’s biggest challenges entering the last two weeks of the season. Daniel 
Murphy’s lack of range at second base often calls for a late-inning defensive replacement. In addition to 
a sore shoulder, Russell has coped with a swollen left middle finger that has affected his hitting. 
 



 

For his part, Baez insists he feels great. 
 
“As long as I follow my routine and get my body ready, I should be fine,” he said. “There has been good 
communication. They check with me. I don’t like to be out of the lineup, but I know what I need that 
day.” 
 
But in the nine games between his 30th and 31st home runs, Baez was 5-for-30 with 15 strikeouts, 
prompting one veteran scout to observe Baez’s concentration has wavered. Another scout cited fatigue 
for the slump. 
 
The mere thought of getting a rest can set off a brush fire, as the Brewers’ Christian Yelich discovered 
when he got a break from the lineup Sept. 5 in a series finale against the Cubs after starting 55 
consecutive games. 
 
Yelich took exception to suggestions he wanted a break, adding that several fans stopped him while he 
was trying to eat lunch before the game he rested. 
 
“The funny thing is the guys who took my spot (Hernan Perez and Curtis Granderson) went 2-for-5, and I 
still got an at-bat,” said Yelich, whose streak started two weeks before his selection for the All-Star 
Game. 
 
And yet, veterans point to Baez’s mere presence in the lineup as an asset. 
 
“He’s kind of the heartbeat of our club this year,” Ben Zobrist said. “He has kept us where we need to be 
as players. In certain years, certain players lift the spirit of the team more than others or carry a team 
more than others, and he has been that guy for us this year. 
 
“Instead of just being somewhat of a novelty for a team, he’s showing himself to be a cornerstone.” 
 
Rizzo, who has played in 155 games or more in four of his last five seasons, marvels at Baez’s ability to 
preserve his energy for the game and “turning on his brain later in the day for that mental grind.” 
 
Baez rarely spends time in the clubhouse when media are allowed before games, but he has a reason. 
He’s either preparing in a training room or often takes the later of two buses from the hotel to the park. 
 
“I just like to do my routine inside and be more private,” Baez said. “I can be more focused and do all I 
have to do.” 
 
Said left-hander stater Mike Montgomery: “I think he’s just wired that way. With all of his ability, he can 
just show up and be ready to play every day. That’s part of the impressive thing. Anybody who plays 
every day, it’s a different aspect. 
 
“As a pitcher we have it easier from that aspect. But to be mentally ready, he has that carefree, have fun 
with the game mentality. The biggest thing is all the pressure, the big moments, they’re fun for him. 
 
“It’s like he’s in the backyard, just playing baseball or a rec game. It’s the major leagues and tough spots, 
but he’s definitely not scared of the big moments.” 
 
-- 
 



 

Chicago Tribune 
Kris Bryant helps Cubs come through in crucial game against Nationals 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Kris Bryant called Thursday’s game “kind of a must-win” before it started, and the Cubs came with a 4-3 
nail-biter in 10 innings to gain a half game on the idle Brewers. 
 
“This is the time of year when regardless how much you’re up it kind of is a must win,” he said. “If you 
have a big lead, you want to clinch earlier, whereas if you have a smaller lead, you feel the same way. 
 
“We want to win every game. That’s our mindset every day we take the field.” 
 
Twelve games into his return from a five-week stint on the disabled list, Bryant said he feels no 
discomfort in his left shoulder. 
 
“My shoulder is good,” Bryant said. “My body is little sore, I feel a little beat up. I just feel like I’m in the 
early stages of spring training trying to get back into it. But hopefully I can kind of get a nice break here 
in the next week or so.” 
 
Bryant went 3-for-5 Thursday. He ignited the winning rally in the 10th with a one-out double and scored 
the winning run on Javier Baez’s bunt. Bryant is hitting .325 (13-for-40) since his Sept. 1 return, though 
he’s still waiting on his first home run after the long rest. 
 
Lineup shuffle: Anthony Rizzo was inserted back into the leadoff spot Thursday, with slumping Daniel 
Murphy moving down to the No. 3 hole. 
 
Rizzo had a pair of hits, though the leadoff gig may be temporary. 
 
“It was just shuffling it up a little bit,” Maddon said. “I texted Riz and said: ‘Whattya think about hitting 
leadoff?’ He was all for it. And just to give Murph a different look. That’s honestly all that it is. But 
sometimes that’s all that it takes to get guys unearthed a little bit.” 
 
Maddon also started Victor Caratini at catcher ahead of slumping Willson Contreras, who struck out 
pinch-hitting for Caratini in the eighth inning. 
 
David Bote started for the first time in in left field, where he made a diving catch to rob Ryan 
Zimmerman in the fourth inning. Bote said he’s played the outfield at Triple-A Iowa. 
 
“No big deal,” he said. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs knock off Nationals but lose Pedro Strop for at least 2 weeks in process 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The Cubs survived their makeup game in Washington on Thursday, but the cost may have been 
prohibitive. 
 



 

They knocked off the Nationals 4-3 in 10 innings on Javier Baez’s RBI bunt single in the 10th inning, but 
lost the services of Pedro Strop after the closer suffered a left hamstring injury trying to beat out a 
double play grounder in the inning. 
 
Strop will get an MRI Friday, but admitted the best case scenario will be two weeks before he gets back. 
That leaves the Cubs without two closers, with Brandon Morrow still rehabbing and unlikely to return 
until the final days of the season, if at all. 
 
Strop, who pitched 1 2/3 scoreless innings, was sent to bat for himself in the 10th with the bases loaded 
and one out after Baez's RBI gave the Cubs the lead. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon still had seven of his 14 relievers available, but wanted Strop to go one more 
inning with the lead. Strop, who had three at-bats in his 10-year career, said he wasn’t going all-out 
down the baseline until he made a lunge trying to reach the bag. 
 
“That was the one,” he said. 
 
When Strop pulled up and grabbed his left leg, you could almost hear the gasps back in Chicago. 
 
Maddon then called upon rookie Randy Rosario, who pitched a perfect 10th, striking out Ryan 
Zimmerman to end a wild game. 
 
The Cubs pulled 1½ games ahead of the idle Brewers with 16 games remaining, but the loss of Strop is 
tough to stomach, especially because they didn’t want to play the game in the first place and 
management argued with MLB to reschedule it at the end of the regular season to avoid this stretch of 
30 days without an off day. 
 
“Clearly no one wants to be here,” general manager Jed Hoyer said. “I think there is a mental fatigue of 
30 days in a row that’s real. We’ve twice had to go to the East Coast to play makeup games, and arrived 
late and get home late. There are a lot of negatives. 
 
"But when I was with the Red Sox (manager) Terry Francona had a Bill Russell quote on his desk, and to 
paraphrase it, it just said ‘The game is scheduled. We’re all here. Might as well win.’ Everyone is well 
aware we’re opposing this, but as long as we’re here, might as well play hard and win.” 
 
Cubs starter Mike Montgomery was still upset afterward over MLB’s decision to make the teams play, 
and said “there needs to be a better way to do all this” in the future to prevent teams from having to 
reschedule a game after 23 consecutive days without a break. 
 
“These games shouldn’t happen,” he said. “A closer left with an injury, and he should have been sitting 
on a boat somewhere for an off day. It sucks." 
 
But the more immediate concern was Strop. Maddon told him if the Cubs scored he was going back out 
for a third inning in the 10th, and if not he was coming out. Strop had a pair of two-inning outings this 
season, but only one since assuming the closer’s role for Morrow in late July. 
 
“They wanted (the Nationals) to think I was out of the game,” Strop said. “They said just chill but you’re 
hitting if we get to your spot. Mentally I was prepared.” 
 
A hamstring injury was the last thing Maddon expected from a reliever who never bats or runs the 
bases. 



 

 
“He tried to beat it out, almost did, and you can never fault an athlete for competing,” Maddon said. 
“It’s exhilarating to win that game. I mean, everything that happened in that game, how hard we fought 
— exhilarating. 
 
"But losing him at that point, probably for a bit, probably takes the exultation out of it. It was tough to 
watch him pull up.” 
 
The Cubs don't have an obvious choice as closer, and Maddon couldn't say who would replace Strop. 
 
On Thursday Carl Edwards Jr. blew a one-run lead in the seventh and the offense blew some late scoring 
opportunities until Baez’s shocking decision to bunt off closer Sean Doolittle in the 10th. 
 
Baez, who homered and drove in three runs, said he knew his best chance against Doolittle was playing 
small ball. 
 
“I faced him a lot," Baez said. “I faced him a few years ago and I’ve been trying to catch up to that 
fastball up. That’s the way he pitches, and it’s for a reason. … We had a long day yesterday, and I was 
just trying to be smart and get a run in, and sacrifice for a run. I thought that was the best (move) we 
could do. This was really big. This got us right back on track. 
 
“Everybody was hitting the ball really good. I think we’re going to take off soon, and hopefully this is the 
moment right now.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
'I do not have a change of clothes': Anthony Rizzo dons his full Cubs uniform — eye black and all — on 
trip to Washington 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Anthony Rizzo decided to relive his Little League days, wearing his full Cubs uniform on the flight to 
Washington, including cleats and eye black. 
 
And making it better: Rizzo wore the uniform to the ballpark Thursday afternoon and will wear it on the 
plane tonight flying back to O’Hare. 
 
No pants? 
 
“I do not have a change of clothes,” he said. 
 
Did he sleep in the uniform? 
 
“I don’t have anything else,” he said. “One day in and out of D.C., got to get the game in.” 
 
Rizzo thought of the idea Wednesday. He showered and wore his street clothes after the game against 
the Brewers and conducted interviews with the media, then put on a fresh uniform for the one-game 
trip to Washington. 
 



 

“We’re flying into a state of emergency with rain in the forecast,” he said, referring to Hurricane 
Florence’s imminent arrival on the Atlantic Coast. “It’s just kind of a joke, so why not keep joking around 
about it and keep having fun?” 
 
The Cubs aren’t excited about being back in Washington, but Rizzo said the players were glad Chairman 
Tom Ricketts and the front office “had our back” while arguing with MLB to delay the makeup game 
until the day after the end of the regular season — and cancel it if there were no playoff implications. 
 
Rizzo said the Cubs are not upset but were puzzled by MLB’s indifference to their plight. 
 
“There are people at MLB that have been on the players’ side and understand the human element of it, 
and they seem not to care at all,” he said. “It is what it is. We can sit here and complain about it or we 
can joke around about it. The joking around part is a lot more fun.” 
 
The Cubs have had wacky theme trips over the last four years under manager Joe Maddon, but this was 
the first time a player staged his own theme trip. 
 
Maddon clearly was jealous for not thinking of it himself. 
 
“I wish he would’ve said something earlier because we could’ve all done it,” Maddon said. “I would’ve 
done it in a heartbeat. I was ready to leave, showered, ready to roll, bus is leaving and he’s sitting there 
(in uniform). ‘Why didn’t you say something sooner?’ 
 
“It could’ve been a great method (to relax). Just wear your uniform on the way out, play the game, wear 
it going on the plane going back. Get the plane dirty, all that stuff. It would’ve been fun. 
 
“He saved that for himself, but I did love it.” 
 
The Cubs got to their Washington hotel around 4 a.m., and are at the tail end of a 30-day stretch with no 
off days. They needed a few laughs to get through this episode, and it was up to Rizzo to provide them. 
 
“I was sitting with Joe on the bus (to O’Hare) and we’d just been talking about what we can do to lighten 
the load on these guys and create a little bit of levity and make it easier on them,” general manager Jed 
Hoyer said. “Because we know what they’re going through and we know how hard a stretch it has been. 
 
“And right after that Rizzo comes walking out there with his eye black on and his uniform, and Joe was 
like, ‘That is awesome.’ 
 
“It was just a great moment, because he did provide the levity that we needed. He got on the bus with 
his uniform on today. He’s definitely treating it like he’s in Little League, which I thought was pretty cool. 
It was the right tone.” 
 
Rizzo, who is leading off against the Nationals, said if the Cubs win in Washington some of the other 
players may also wear their uniforms on the flight back home. 
 
“Then we’ll go do a team dinner or something in Chicago in full uniform,” he said. 
 
Rizzo said he hopes the gag is a “pick-me-up” for the Cubs as they fight through this stretch of 
consecutive days without a breather. 
 



 

“Just kind of having fun,” he said. “I’ll have to have my fiancee wash it when I get home. Hopefully it’s 
nice and dirty too.” 
 
There’s a definite sense of urgency in the Cubs clubhouse with the Brewers and Cardinals on their tails 
and a division title hanging in the balance. Everyone knows what’s at stake. 
 
“There’s just no room for error now,” Rizzo said. “We’ve just got to win baseball games any way we 
can.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
How the NL batting race impacts NL Central race and Cubs 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
The Cubs haven’t hit like a contender for almost two weeks. 
 
“We’re just not consistently making hard contact by any means, and I can’t defend that,” manager Joe 
Maddon said. 
 
But that hasn’t stopped the National League batting race from resuming this week at Wrigley Field with 
the arrival Friday of NL leader Scooter Gennett (.321) and the Reds. 
 
The Cubs’ hitting will be critical for maintaining their division lead over the last 16 games. 
 
Enter Ben Zobrist, who’s batting .311. 
 
By Marijuana Stocks — This Pot Stock has the Potential to Provide Huge Opportunity to Investors! 
After a scheduled day off, the Cubs’ eldest statesman is expected to return to the lineup Friday with the 
league’s fourth-leading average in another three-game batting-race showcase. Zobrist struck out as a 
pinch hitter Thursday against the Nationals. 
 
Lorenzo Cain and Christian Yelich, Nos. 2 and 3 in the race, respectively, just left town after a 10-for-24 
combined effort for the Brewers. 
 
To be sure, modern baseball analysts have long dismissed batting average as an incomplete measure at 
best and more often as outdated. 
 
Even Zobrist downplays its value as he heads into the last two weeks of his first batting race. 
 
“I’m not even worried about that unless it actually becomes a reality,” he said of becoming the first Cub 
since Derrek Lee in 2005 to win that race. “I just want to keep having quality at-bats and helping us 
figure out where we’re going. 
 
“I can’t think about it right now. I don’t want to think about it right now. It’s there — I think about it 
more than I want to anyway, so to talk about it more is just not good for me. The better thing for me to 
talk about is how I can have a quality at-bat today or try to figure out how to help the team win today.” 
 
And that’s just it. 
 



 

Even if you’re of the school of thought that a batting title — or even, in Zobrist’s case, a first .300 season 
— means nothing, what Zobrist is doing for this team right now is desperately needed. 
 
Maddon’s reference to “hard contact” is no coincidence, given the Cubs’ near-bottom ranking in the 
majors in that category since the All-Star break. Already a strikeout-prone team, the Cubs don’t walk 
enough or hit for enough power to compensate for their inability to — as Maddon often says — “move 
the baseball.” 
 
So keep an eye on Zobrist vs. Gennett this weekend as the Cubs try to rediscover the two-week hitting 
surge they enjoyed until newcomer Daniel Murphy cooled off after being acquired and installed at the 
top of the order. 
 
Can Zobrist, 37, be the spark and inspiration for a final surge? 
 
He’s hitting .354 (.389 on-base percentage) since the All-Star break. An offseason program after an 
injury-hampered 2017 and the team’s scaled-back playing time have kept him fresh. 
 
While the Cubs were struggling to hit and score during this week’s series loss to Cain, Yelich and the 
Brewers, Zobrist was the only Cub in 10 at-bats to avoid striking out against Brewers relief ace Josh 
Hader. He lined an eighth-inning single Wednesday. 
 
“That’s been a huge help for me this year in regard to getting here,” he said of the playing-time formula 
that includes regular days off each week. “They recognized it, and I had to embrace it — that kind of role 
where I wasn’t playing as much as I wanted to play, but I was playing as much as I should be playing.” 
 
How much can he do the rest of the way? How much will his teammates follow his lead? 
 
Just watch the batting race. 
 
AVERAGE ZO 
 
The National League batting race (team games remaining in parentheses): 
 
Scooter Gennett, Reds (15), 173-for-539, .32096 
Lorenzo Cain, Brewers (15), 153-488, .31352 
Christian Yelich, Brewers (15), 163-520, .31346 
Ben Zobrist, Cubs (16), 123-396, .31060 
Freddie Freeman, Braves (16), 173-564, .30674 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Baez leads Cubs to victory, but closer Strop lost to hamstring injury 
By Daryl Van Schouwen 
 
WASHINGTON — The Cubs got what they were calling perhaps their biggest victory of the season 
Thursday. 
 
But it came at the cost of losing their closer. 
 



 

They beat the Nationals 4-3 in 10 innings, but Pedro Strop suffered a hamstring injury as he tried to beat 
the relay on a double play in the 10th. Already pushing through and trying to make do without right-
hander Brandon Morrow, Strop’s loss — he will have an MRI exam to determine the extent of the injury 
— took the “exultation” out of an exhilarating win for the team and manager Joe Maddon. 
 
“It’s going to take two weeks at least for me to get back,” Strop said after the Cubs increased their lead 
over the hard-charging Brewers in the National League Central to 1½ games with 16 games left. 
 
Javy Baez, continuing to build a strong case for MVP honors, drove in three runs with a home run, a 
double and a bunt past first baseman Ryan Zimmerman that scored Kris Bryant (three hits, including a 
double, and two runs) with the go-ahead run against Nationals closer Sean Doolittle. 
 
Strop, one of nine pitchers used by Maddon, had already pitched 1„ innings (21 pitches), but with most 
of his bullpen emptied, he was set to go with his best guy if the Cubs took the lead. Maddon was going 
to pull Strop had the Cubs not scored, but instead he had to replace him with left-hander Randy Rosario, 
who got his first save with a perfect 10th, including a strikeout of Zimmerman to end it. 
 
Strop extended himself with extra effort to beat the throw to first. 
 
“Trying to reach the bag, that was the one that got me,’’ he said. 
 
“That’s so unfortunate, oh, my God,” Maddon said. “He tried to beat it out. You can never fault an 
athlete for competing. 
 
“It’s exhilarating to win that game, how hard we fought to win that game, exhilarating. But losing him at 
that point probably for a bit takes the exultation out of it. It was tough.’’ 
 
In a tussle neither side wanted to play, the Cubs at times looked as though they didn’t want to win it, 
especially in the eighth, when Nats righty Greg Holland struck out pinch hitters Willson Contreras and 
Ben Zobrist with the bases loaded, and in the ninth, when Albert Almora Jr. got doubled off first on 
Terrance Gore’s popped-up bunt. 
 
Baez’s bunt — his call, not Maddon’s — was on point, though. 
 
“Just being smart about it,” Baez said, “to get the run in. That was the best play under [the 
circumstances]. 
 
“Really big win, I think it got us back on track. But we need Strop back. It’s getting close to October.’’ 
 
Baez broke a 2-2 tie with an opposite-field solo homer, his 31st, in the sixth inning against right-hander 
Jimmy Cordero. The Nationals tied it in the seventh on Trea Turner’s double off the left-field wall on the 
11th pitch of an at-bat against Carl Edwards Jr. 
 
Anthony Rizzo lightened the mood by wearing his uniform on the team’s unwanted flight to Washington 
the night before and wore it home, too. The game was a makeup of a Sunday rainout and came in the 
middle of a six-game homestand for the Cubs. 
 
Despite the win, the Cubs would need cheering up heading back to Chicago. 
 
“No one really wanted to be here playing this game,’’ said Cubs starter Mike Montgomery, who allowed 
two runs in four-plus innings. 



 

 
“We can all agree this game shouldn’t have happened. Our closer should have been sitting on a boat 
somewhere enjoying a day off. 
 
“We’re happy to get out of here with a much-needed win. But [Strop has] been so big for this team. It 
sucks to see that happen. It’s unfortunate.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Anthony Rizzo wears uniform on plane: ‘I’m ready to go’ 
By Daryl Van Schouwen 
 
WASHINGTON – Anthony Rizzo didn’t see the point of bringing clothes to Washington, what with the 
unusual turnaround trip from home to Nationals Park for a makeup game and then back home again in a 
span of 24 hours. 
 
So the Cubs first baseman wore his uniform on the team charter. 
 
Cleats, eye black and all. 
 
“I’m ready to go,” Rizzo said Thursday after walking into the visitors’ clubhouse in full uniform. 
 
The Cubs, grinding through an unusual stretch of 30 games in 30 days without a day off (this was their 
24th in 24 days), had hoped to get their makeup game scheduled for 3:05 p.m. CT against the Nats 
changed to a later date. Rizzo showing up on the plane lightened the mood caused by the inconvenience 
after they lost Wednesday night to the hard-charging Brewers, who took two of three games in a big 
series at Wrigley Field. 
 
With Hurricane Florence bearing down on the coast – although it was well south of the nation’s capital 
and the weather for Thursday looked fine for baseball – there had been concerns for days that the Cubs 
might show up and get rained out yet again after sitting through numerous rain delays here over the 
weekend. 
 
“We’re flying into a state of emergency with rain in the forecast, it’s kind of a joke,” Rizzo said. “Why not 
keep joking around about it. Just have fun.” 
 
Asked if he slept in the uniform at the team hotel, where the team got to bed around 4 a.m., Rizzo 
looked down and said, “I don’t have anything else. One day in and out of D.C. Gotta get the game in.” 
 
Rizzo even wore eye black on the plane. That was cleaned off his face Thursday morning. 
 
It’s “parked on a couple pillows in a hotel room somewhere,” he said. 
 
Rizzo said he will wear the uni – the Cubs were in their blue road jerseys – on the flight home (he 
doesn’t have anything else to wear, remember) and also promised another Cub would join in. 
 
But not Kris Bryant. 
 
“No, no. Gosh no,” Bryant said. “Just Rizz being Rizz, which is good. We all needed that a little comic 
relief to do that on the plane. It’s not very comfortable, the cleats and everything.” 



 

 
“I wish he would have said something sooner or we all would have done it,” manager Joe Maddon said. 
“I would have done it in a heartbeat. He’s sitting there [and I said] ‘Why didn’t you say something 
sooner?’ It could have been a great method, wear the uniform on way out, play the game, get the 
uniform dirty, get the plane dirty all that stuff. It would have been fun but he saved that for himself and I 
loved it.” 
 
The Cubs remain miffed about losing an off day on the schedule. 
 
“What can you do?” Rizzo said. “At the end of the day our front office and our owner have our back. 
Long stretch of games, people in MLB who have been on the players side, understand the human 
element of it and they seem not to care about it at all. It is what it is, we can sit here and complain about 
it or joke about it. The joking around part is a lot more fun.” 
 
Rizzo led off the game with a liner into the left-center field gap but was thrown out at second base by 
center fielder Victor Robles at second trying to stretch the hit into a double. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Audacity of Joe and changeups you can believe in: A speechwriter moonlights as a ballwriter for a day 
By Cody Keenan 
 
WASHINGTON — The Cubs flew into a Washington that was technically under a state of emergency 
declaration – and despite a 4-3 win over the Nationals, they flew home to Chicago with a bullpen that 
might be in a state of emergency of its own. 
 
For the second Thursday in a row, the Cubs went to 10 innings at Nationals Park. This time, the heroics 
belonged not to David Bote, but to Javy Báez, who called his own bunt to drive in Kris Bryant for the go-
ahead run. 
 
But the joy only lasted for a few minutes. That’s when Cubs closer Pedro Strop, after pitching a scoreless 
1 2/3 innings, came up limping after pulling his hamstring while trying to beat a double play. 
 
Strop will undergo an MRI on Friday. Who will serve as closer in his absence? 
 
“I have no idea,” Joe Maddon said after the game. “All these guys are on fumes.” 
 
The Cubs arrived in Washington a full week ago with a 4 1/2 game lead over the Brewers. After a bizarre 
eight-day series in which each team suited up for six games, played four, left town for three others, 
went to extra innings twice, and spent nearly as many hours in rain delay as they did on the field – the 
Cubs depart Washington, again, with a 1 1/2 game lead. 
 
Over the past eight days, I spent just about as much time in Nationals Park as the Cubs. I was there for 
Thursday’s extra-innings win, Saturday’s miserable, waterlogged doubleheader that started three hours 
late and ended in the early hours of Sunday, then returned that afternoon for what ended up more or 
less a stadium bar crawl, slowly circling the concourse with my wife, the Skittles-branded tarp taunting 
us from the field as it had much of the week.  
 
(Before Thursday’s game, Cubs general manager Jed Hoyer told me he was switching to Reese’s Pieces.) 
 



 

So I presume it was out of pity that The Athletic’s Jon Greenberg gave me a shout and asked if I’d like to 
cover Thursday’s game. It was a bit like Jake Taylor getting called up from the Mexican League in “Major 
League” – only Jake knew a lot more about baseball than I do. I’m not a sportswriter – I’m Barack 
Obama’s speechwriter. You might remember me from the time I wrote a speech about the Cubs winning 
the World Series. But as it turns out, Greenberg and Maddon had the same idea: they were both going 
to let the rest of their starting rotation stay back in Chicago to rest. 
 
So welcome to my first – and probably last – story for The Athletic.  
 
Most one-day trips to Washington involve a school bus, exhausted chaperones, and a gaggle of mildly 
annoyed kids in brightly colored T-shirts.  
 
Anthony Rizzo put his D.C. uniform on the night before. Jersey, cleats, eye black, all of it, dressing in full 
baseball regalia for Wednesday night’s flight from Chicago. 
 
“Just Rizz being Rizz,” Kris Bryant said before the game. “Which is good; I think we all needed that nice 
little comic relief.” 
 
After a gloomy stretch, was Rizzo trying to rekindle some of the joy from those 2015-16 pajama party 
Cubs? 
 
“I mean, we’re flying into a state of emergency with rain in the forecast,” Rizzo said. “It’s kind of a joke. 
So why not keep joking around about it, and just have fun?” 
 
Rizzo was referring to the official state of emergency declared by the District of Columbia with Hurricane 
Florence swirling to the south – a declaration that was lifted just minutes after the game ended. 
 
It’s hard to tell if his efforts worked – much of the game wasn’t fun at all. Rizzo tried to get things started 
himself by turning a leadoff single into a double, only to be thrown out at second. Two innings later, Ian 
Happ was snared trying to steal the same base. Rizzo later legged out a single when Nationals first 
baseman Ryan Zimmerman couldn’t quite reel in a grounder. Bote, reprising his college days by playing 
left field, made a spectacular diving catch. Bryant scored from first on a Báez double in the fourth and 
hit one himself in the ninth. Maddon said before the game that he wanted five innings and a lead from 
Mike Montgomery, and that’s what he got. 
 
“The offense is taking a break right now,” Maddon said before the game. “We just gotta get the offense 
back, and if we can do that, we’re going to be fine.” 
 
When the bats came alive, so did the Cub fans in the sparse crowd. Granted, it was a makeup game on a 
weekday afternoon, but since the Nationals tumbled out of the playoff race, any buzz around town 
about tickets has been relegated to the Supreme Court confirmation hearings. Nationals Park was quiet 
enough to hear every individual cheer, every moan of “you bum,” every pitch slapping the catcher’s 
mitt, every chant of M-V-P when Báez came up to bat. 
 
Ten days after reaching the exclusive 30 home run/100 RBI club, Báez finally moved those numbers with 
three hits and three RBIs, including a sixth-inning solo shot that sailed over Bryce Harper’s head and into 
the Nationals’ bullpen. After an eighth inning that saw Victor Caratini and Ben Zobrist go down swinging 
with the bases loaded, it was Báez’s 10th-inning bunt off Nationals closer and proud bullpen cart rider 
Sean Doolittle that sealed the deal. 
 



 

“We needed something to fall our way, and that was certainly the play that did, and it ended up 
sneaking us the game,” Bryant said after the game. “That was huge for us in that situation…(Javy’s) 
playing fundamentals, and that was awesome to see.” 
 
If Báez thought a win was a relief, he didn’t let it show. 
 
“As long as we play, we’re gonna play hard and try to get a win,” he said. 
 
That may be the mantra of this month for the Cubs. Not “Embrace The Target” or “Try Not To Suck,” but 
“Grind It Out.” 
 
Between Aug. 20 and Sept. 20, the Cubs will have dressed for a baseball game every single day. In a 
town where Congress works three days a week, and the current president works three hours a day, it 
was worth asking what it’s like to work 30 days straight. 
 
“You go to work for 30 days in a row, you see the same people, you want to kill them eventually,” Rizzo 
told me with a slight smile before the game. “But it’s all good love, we all love each other, we’re all 
working towards one goal, and a win today will wash away losing two out of three to the Brewers.” 
 
Thirty straight days of baseball is a grind. It just is. Yes, baseball players are one-percenters, they travel 
better than most of us (you try getting through TSA wearing cleats and eye black) and they’re not out 
there digging ditches. That’s all true. 
 
But 30 straight days of anything is a grind. It’s like, say, writing a State of the Union Address. You know 
it’ll finally be over at some point, but every day until then is a grind. It challenges you – your sense of 
humor, your patience with your colleagues, your character itself. Your wife misses you. Your friends miss 
you. Life becomes a series of going through the motions. 
 
It turns out that sportswriting, by the way, is like writing a speech about a speech that’s actually 
happening right in front of you, which is insane. I will never again take sportswriters for granted.  
 
“The worst will be over when we actually get an off day,” Bryant sighed after the game. “But we just 
gotta keep grinding through it.” 
 
“The physical grind is always there,” Hoyer shrugged. “But having to be on mentally, 30 times in a row, 
takes a toll.”  
 
How does the front office view its role in helping with that? 
 
“Theo (Epstein) and I spent some time with Joe last night thinking about how to be creative,” Hoyer told 
me. “But our role is to think of ways we can go above and beyond for them, to provide some levity, 
because we know they’re bearing the brunt of it.” 
 
And now the Cubs have to face at least some of that stretch without their fireman. Strop says he was 
prepared to hit, and happy to see Randy Rosario get his first career save. 
 
“That’s so unfortunate,” Maddon said. “If we scored, he was going back out. If we don’t score, he 
wasn’t. That was it. And we scored. But listen, he hit the ball hard. This guy can swing the bat a little bit; 
that wasn’t a fluke. He tried to beat it out, almost did, and you can never fault an athlete for competing. 
 



 

“It’s exhilarating to win that game, I mean, (with) everything that happened in that game, how hard we 
fought to win that game – exhilarating. But losing (Strop) at that point, probably for a bit, takes a little 
bit of the exultation out of it. It was tough. It was tough to watch him pull up. 
 
“Tough situations, tough circumstances – speaks volumes for our guys and our competitive method.” 
 
“I mean, obviously, with Stropy going down, that stinks,” Bryant said. “But a win, considering the 
circumstances, is pretty good for us right now.” 
 
Strop agreed.   
 
“At least we got the win,” he said. 
 
So about that state of emergency. To be a Cub fan is to be in a joyous, constant, existential state of 
emergency. After three straight NLCS appearances, fans now expect to get back there on a regular basis. 
And this is the time of year, both in politics and baseball, where races tighten to a point or two, a game 
or two, and anyone who says they don’t look at either is lying. 
 
That’s why fans who wear decades of dashed hopes on their bones like the rings of a tree never fully 
allow themselves to be confident. To believe – to hope – but not to be confident. That feeling – that 
same “Oh my God, it’s happening again” feeling that pulled at Bears fans’ insides in the fourth quarter of 
last Sunday’s game against Green Bay – it’s always warming up in a Cubs fan’s mental bullpen. 
 
But in political campaigns, you have to trust your organizers. Your ground game. In baseball, you have to 
trust your players. And these Cubs still own the best record in the National League. They’re guaranteed 
a winning record for four straight seasons for the first time since the early ’70s. And of the 16 games left 
on the regular season schedule, only three are outside Chicago city limits. 
 
Friday, the Cubs return to Wrigley Field for three games against the Reds with the big guns on the 
mound, players who actually did get a day off on Thursday: Cole Hamels, Jon Lester and José Quintana. 
Then, after a trip to Arizona, the whole team gets that white whale – an actual day off – before a red line 
series on the South Side and two final series at home against the Pirates and Cardinals. 
 
And look at who’s trying to lift spirits on the plane. Look at who’s trying to lead off the game by trying to 
hustle a single into a double, even if it doesn’t work. Anthony Rizzo. He’s the only current Cub who 
played on that 101-loss team in 2012. He’s been in worse places than first. 
 
After Thursday’s game, Rizzo wore his dirty uniform on the flight back to Chicago, less out of superstition 
than necessity. 
 
“It’s all I got,” he said on the way out. 
 
“I think he said he didn’t even bring any jeans,” Bryant laughed. “He brought a shirt and like, some 
underwear or something. But he forgot his jeans in his locker. Perfect.”  
 
With Thursday’s win, are we going to see more uniforms on the team plane? 
 
“Someone else is wearing it home tonight,” Rizzo said. “Then two. Then three.” 
 
-- 
 



 

The Athletic 
Why pitching coach Jim Hickey will never panic about this Cubs team 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
Yu Darvish just underwent arthroscopic debridement surgery on his right elbow. Tyler Chatwood lost his 
job in late July and still leads the majors in walks. Brandon Morrow hasn’t pitched in a game since the 
All-Star break while his right arm recovers. The Cubs are operating without 40 percent of the Opening 
Day rotation and their most talented reliever, three pitchers who were supposed to represent a $185 
million investment in their next World Series team. 
 
Jim Hickey grew up near Midway Airport and knows this city doesn’t want to hear excuses. There’s so 
much interest in the Cubs that the pitching coach makes regular appearances on The Score, the team’s 
flagship radio station. Hickey also has the perspective of a teacher who’s worked with everyone from 
Roger Clemens to Roy Oswalt to David Price to Chris Archer to Jon Lester. 
 
There’s not much time to worry about the future or wonder what could have been when you’re in the 
middle of 30 straight days without a true day off, near the end of a season that began when pitchers and 
catchers reported to spring training in February. All that optimism in Arizona has given way to the reality 
of the regular season: The Cubs took an overnight flight to Washington clinging to a one-game lead over 
the Milwaukee Brewers, heading into Thursday afternoon’s makeup game at Nationals Park with all of 
their goals still in front of them. 
 
“Everybody that’s in the positon that we’re in kind of just rolls with it and has the attitude of, ‘OK, next 
man up,’” Hickey said. “I don’t listen to talk radio, but I was born and raised in Chicago and my friends 
tell me all the time about this, that and the other (thing). I understand the mentality of the fan base, if 
you will. 
 
“But if you take a very reasonable look back and just kind of highlight the things that (happened), the 
underperformance or the injuries when you’re talking about Darvish, when you’re talking about 
Chatwood, when you’re talking about Brandon Morrow, who we’ve only had for half of a season. 
 
“When you talk about all those shortcomings and the fact that we still have the best record in the 
National League and we’re still in first place in the division, it’s a pretty darn good trick, to tell you the 
truth.” 
 
Hickey isn’t a sorcerer as much as a sounding board and a voice of reason. When the Cubs dismissed 
Chris Bosio last October, they wanted a pitching coach who would vibrate on Joe Maddon’s frequency 
and collaborate with advance scouting coordinator Tommy Hottovy and catching/strategy coach Mike 
Borzello. 
 
Bosio’s big personality, strong opinions and competitive fire helped push the Cubs through the 
rebuilding phases and into the 2016 World Series. But after six seasons on the job, the Cubs wanted to 
reset their pitching infrastructure and quickly hired Hickey, Maddon’s longtime pitching coach with the 
Tampa Bay Rays. (The Detroit Tigers fired Bosio in late June for making insensitive comments to a team 
employee.) 
 
It’s been overshadowed by an offensive meltdown, all the injury updates and questions about fatigue – 
forces that have kept this team from firing on all cylinders for most of this season – but the Cubs actually 
lead the NL in bullpen ERA (3.38) and OPS against (.663) while Pedro Strop, Jesse Chavez and Steve 
Cishek have combined for 19 saves. 
 



 

Between Lester, Cole Hamels, Kyle Hendricks and José Quintana, the Cubs can line up four starters who 
have pitched in 55 career playoff games, accounting for more than 300 postseason innings and riding in 
championship parades from Michigan Avenue to Broad Street in Philadelphia to the Boston duck boats. 
 
“I really like the way that we are trending,” Hickey said, pointing to the rotation just before and 
immediately after the Hamels trade with the Texas Rangers. “Cole got here and obviously pitched 
extremely well, pitched extremely efficiently and kind of just kept the ball rolling. 
 
“I’ve liked the bullpen all year long. I’ve always said that was going to be the strongpoint of the team, as 
far back as spring training. We’ve had a couple of hiccups as of late, but I’m not very concerned with 
that. I still think that the bullpen is going to be a real strength of the team come October if we’re 
fortunate enough to still be playing.” 
 
To get a feel for Hickey’s style, listen to his common-sense explanation of the mechanical tweaks 
Quintana recently made to get back on a downhill plane and generate a more explosive fastball, helping 
fuel a 1.84 ERA in the lefty’s last five starts. 
 
“It was a very slight mechanical adjustment actually, and it’s very common to almost every pitcher,” 
Hickey said as he started to mimic Quintana’s windup during a conversation this week at Wrigley Field. 
“But simply he’s one of those guys that is really upright and when he gets up here and starts to lead with 
his head, he gets out in front and his arm doesn’t catch up and he scatters the ball. Or he knows it’s 
going to be early, so he pulls the ball. He’s really been working hard on doing that, just staying back and 
keeping that good line (toward home plate).” 
 
Hickey doesn’t present this as a magical fix – Hottovy and Borzello also offered similar input to Quintana 
– or pretend that the game is all about technical expertise. 
 
“He’s also just changed his mindset a little bit,” Hickey said of Quintana. “Earlier in the season – him in 
particular and I think our staff as a whole – we were just too conscious of trying to miss bats, constantly 
trying to make the perfect pitch vs. making the guys hit and being in the strike zone, forcing the action, 
just being aggressive.” 
 
Hickey gave Quintana three bullet points to keep in mind: Get first-pitch strikes. Limit the at-bat to three 
pitches or fewer. And max out at 15 pitches per inning. 
 
“The mechanical adjustment helps,” Hickey said, “but I think the mindset has a lot more to do with it 
than the delivery.” 
 
That’s why the Cubs will put their faith in Carl Edwards Jr. and his swing-and-miss stuff and hope for the 
kind of turnaround that’s put lefty reliever Justin Wilson back in Maddon’s circle of trust. 
 
This game is never static. Max Scherzer might win his third straight Cy Young Award for the Nationals 
because he is constantly working, tinkering and making adjustments. Theo Epstein is a future Hall of 
Fame executive because he is always thinking about what might go wrong and formulating contingency 
plans. 
 
Where Hamels (4-0, 1.42 ERA) revitalized the rotation, Chavez (1.50 ERA in 25 appearances) came over 
from the Rangers in a separate trade and stabilized the bullpen, pitching in the fourth, fifth, sixth, 
seventh, eighth, ninth, 10th and 11th innings. The Arizona Diamondbacks released Jorge De La Rosa in 
early August and the veteran lefty has allowed only three earned runs during his first 15-plus innings as 
a Cub. 



 

 
“I’m extremely impressed because I also came from a culture over the last 11 seasons where we did not 
do any adding,” Hickey said. “It was generally selling. So for us to have a guy like Yu Darvish go down – 
and for us to have a guy like Chatwood fall on hard times – and to get somebody of Cole Hamels’ caliber 
is just a coup. 
 
“When you’re talking about four or five guys added to a staff that have made an impact, that’s pretty 
incredible. If you can add one or two that make an impact, that’s pretty impressive. Not to even 
(mention) a guy like Daniel Murphy.” 
 
That’s a reminder of the scope of this job, how everything’s relative and how much the Cubs have 
poured into the 2018 season, expecting a huge payoff from their years of playoff experience. There’s no 
waiting around when Kris Bryant and Jason Heyward get injured, young hitters go through slumps and 
the bullpen appears to be running on fumes. In this particular sense, it’s Maddon’s way or the highway. 
 
“This is not a group prone to panic, especially after what they’ve been through as a whole in 2016,” 
Hickey said. “You lose KB again. You lose J-Hey again. You lose Darvish. You end up replacing Chatwood. 
You lose Morrow. These are linchpins of your plans and (Joe’s) done a tremendous job of just instilling 
that attitude of, ‘OK, next man up. This is what it is. This is what we have to deal with.’ 
 
“But (Joe’s) always been that way. I’ve been around him since ’07. I was going to say I’ve never seen him 
panic. But I can’t even say I’ve ever seen him remotely panic. There’s never any kind of panic or 
overreaction and that really does set the tone.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Javy's crafty bunt caps big day in 10-inning win 
By Ian Quillen 
 
WASHINGTON -- A day after vowing that the Cubs would prevail in their bid to win the National League 
Central, Javier Baez did his part on Thursday afternoon to make good on his promise. 
 
Baez drove in the go-ahead run on a bunt single up the first-base line, one of three hits and three RBIs to 
help the Cubs to a 4-3, 10-inning victory in a crucial makeup game against the Nationals at Nationals 
Park. 
 
Baez also blasted his 31st home run and doubled in a run for the first-place Cubs, who moved 1 1/2 
games ahead of the idle Brewers. Earlier this week, Milwaukee took two of three from Chicago at 
Wrigley Field, prompting Baez to promise Wednesday night that no one would beat his team if they 
played to their level. 
 
"I think it got us right back on track," Baez said of Thursday's win. "I think we're going to take off soon, 
and hopefully this is the moment right now." 
 
Baez's sixth-inning homer off Jimmy Cordero ensured his first multi-hit game since Sept. 2, before his 
bunt single off Sean Doolittle (3-3) ensured the Cubs a split of four games at Nationals Park. The first 
three were played last week before rain washed out Sunday's finale and forced the Cubs to return to 
Washington in the middle of a scheduled six-game homestand. 
 



 

"We were going to make the most of [this trip]," said Kris Bryant, who scored on Baez's bunt. "A win, 
considering the circumstances, is pretty good for us right now." 
 
Pedro Strop (6-1), Chicago's eighth pitcher of the encounter, went 1 2/3 scoreless innings, and Randy 
Rosario worked a scoreless 10th for his first career save. They were just two of the eight relievers 
deployed to secure the win after starter Mike Montgomery went only four-plus innings.  
 
Currently the Cubs' closer, Strop came off limping after he attempted to beat the throw when he 
grounded into a double play to end the top of the 10th. He exited with a left hamstring injury. 
 
After Bryant doubled with one out in the 10th, Daniel Murphy's single on a ball misplayed by Nationals 
second baseman Wilmer Difo put runners on the corners. 
 
Up came Baez, and with Ryan Zimmerman charging, he pushed an airborne bunt that had just enough 
on it to carom off the first baseman's glove and beyond him. 
 
"That wasn't my call, that was his call," manager Joe Maddon said. "I like that. … He's self-aware, and he 
saw it and he knew the kind of pitcher. He watched where Zimmerman was, and he did what he did." 
 
Said Bryant: "We needed something to fall our way, and that was certainly the play that did." 
 
BAEZ FLASHES LEATHER 
Baez also contributed with the glove in the eighth inning, when he dug out a chopper deep in the hole at 
third, turned and fired a strike to first to nab Zimmerman by a half-step for the second out. 
 
MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
Strop said he wasn't quite running all-out on his grounder at first. But after Anthony Rendon threw 
home, Strop realized the relay from catcher Matt Wieters still hadn't come, and he stretched his leg to 
the bag as the ball arrived. That's when the injury occurred. 
 
Maddon challenged what appeared to be a very close play on review, and the Cubs fans in attendance 
cheered when the replay was shown on the video board, but the call stood. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"Tomorrow? I have no idea, because all of these guys are on fumes." -- Maddon, asked who would slide 
into the Cubs' closer role 
 
UP NEXT 
Cole Hamels (4-0, 1.42 ERA with Chicago) and the Reds' Matt Harvey (7-8, 4.87 ERA) square off at 7:05 
p.m. CT at Wrigley Field on Friday. The series opener is Hamels' first start vs. the Reds since pitching a 
complete game in the Cubs' 7-1 win on Aug. 23. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Strop injures left hamstring trying to beat throw 
By Ian Quillen 
 
WASHINGTON -- The Cubs' dramatic 4-3, 10-inning win over the Nationals on Thursday afternoon at 
Nationals Park may have been soured by a left hamstring injury to closer Pedro Strop. 
 



 

Batting in the 10th inning, Strop injured his hamstring after trying to beat the throw to first on a bases-
loaded ground ball to third baseman Anthony Rendon, who threw home to start the double play. 
 
"Losing him at that point, possibly or probably for a bit, takes a little bit of the exultation out of it," said 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon. "It's tough. It was tough to watch him pull up." 
 
Strop will have an MRI when the team returns to Chicago for the upcoming series against the Reds at 
Wrigley Field. 
 
"Right now it's sore," Strop told reporters after the game. "It's obviously going to take two weeks, at 
least, for me to get back on the mound." 
 
Strop didn't overexert himself running down the line until he realized that there hadn't been a throw to 
first base. 
 
"I was on a good pace, but not like all-out," he said. "But then that last, trying to reach the bag, that was 
the one that got me." 
 
Maddon had planned to use Strop (6-1) in the bottom of the inning if the Cubs took the lead, even 
though he had already pitched 1 2/3 scoreless frames to earn the win. Instead, Maddon went with left-
hander Randy Rosario, who recorded his first career save. 
 
"You saw how comfortable he was at the plate," Maddon said. "I just didn't anticipate -- I didn't see that 
coming." 
 
Strop assumed the closer's role after Brandon Morrow was placed on the disabled list for a right biceps 
injury on July 18. He has converted 11 of 13 opportunities since. 
 
Morrow will likely throw a simulated game over the weekend, and he could return to the Cubs' bullpen 
as early as next week, though Maddon may not immediately slot him in at the back end. 
 
"Hopefully, it's something simple," said Cubs infielder Javier Baez, who drove in the winning run in the 
10th inning on a bunt single. "Because we need [Strop] back. And obviously, we need [Morrow] back, 
too. With both of our closers now down, [and] it getting close to October, hopefully they get better soon 
and join the team as soon as they can." 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Cubs lose closer Pedro Strop (hamstring) for extended time 
By Eddie Matz 
 
WASHINGTON -- The Chicago Cubs won the game, but may have lost Pedro Strop. 
 
Hitting for himself with one out and the bases loaded in the top of the 10th inning with the Cubs holding 
a 4-3 lead over the Washington Nationals, Strop hit a sharp grounder to third baseman Anthony Rendon. 
 
Rendon threw home to catcher Matt Wieters for the second out, then Wieters threw to first in a bang-
bang play that was initially ruled an out, and then confirmed after the Cubs challenged. 
 



 

After Strop lunged for first base on his final step, he injured his hamstring, hobbling his way into shallow 
right field. As the play was being reviewed, he limped slowly back toward first base, visibly frustrated as 
he was met by manager Joe Maddon and team medical staff. 
 
After the game, which Chicago held on to win 4-3, Strop said he expects to miss an extended period of 
time. 
 
"Right now it's sore," said Strop, "and it's obviously going to take two weeks, at least, for me to get back 
on the mound." 
 
The 33-year-old hurler, who's slated for an MRI on Friday, has been instrumental for a Cubs team that's 
been without closer Brandon Morrow (biceps) for almost two months and is trying to stave off the 
Milwaukee Brewers in a tight National League Central pennant race. Since Morrow hit the disabled list 
on July 19, Strop has a 1.77 ERA and 0.84 WHIP, with 11 saves in 13 opportunities. 
 
Strop entered Thursday's game with one out in the bottom of the eighth inning of a 3-3 tie. He got out 
of that inning, then pitched a scoreless ninth to force extra innings. 
 
Javier Baez drove in the go-ahead run in the top of the 10th on a bunt single. Following a walk that 
loaded the bases, Maddon decided to let Strop hit for himself, hoping that the righty could close out a 
game in which the Cubs had already used eight pitchers. 
 
"If we scored, he was going back out," said Maddon of the decision to leave Strop in the game instead of 
lifting him for a pinch-hitter. "If you don't score, he wasn't. That was it. We scored. Listen, he hit the ball 
hard. This guy can swing the bat a little bit. That wasn't a fluke. It's just the fact he tried to beat it out, 
almost did and you can never fault an athlete for competing." 
 
Strop said that if Wieters hadn't been so deliberate with his relay throw to first base, he might not have 
pushed so hard to beat it out. 
 
"I was on a good pace, but not like all-out," said Strop, who was 0-for-3 lifetime as a hitter entering 
Thursday's game. "Then when I saw they hadn't thrown the ball, that last step, trying to reach the bag, 
that's the one that got me." 
 
With the win, the Cubs extended their lead over the Brewers to 1 1/2 games. They return home to host 
Cincinnati for three games, then fly to Arizona for three more before an off-day next Thursday. By that 
time, they will have endured a grueling stretch of 30 straight days in which they had a scheduled game. 
 
Their win over Washington came on a day that was supposed to be free, but ended up being a makeup 
of a rained-out contest from this past Sunday. Between the taxing schedule and the injuries to his 
relievers, Maddon was unsure who would serve as closer when his team faces the Reds on Friday. 
 
"I have no idea," said the Cubs' skipper. "All these guys are on fumes." 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Anthony Rizzo on makeup game: 'It's kind of a joke, so why not keep joking?' 
By Eddie Matz 
 



 

WASHINGTON -- Amid a marathon stretch in the schedule, Anthony Rizzo resorted to desperate 
measures. 
 
Following Wednesday night's loss to the Milwaukee Brewers, the Cubs slugger dressed in full uniform 
for the team's overnight flight to Washington, where Chicago played a makeup game against the 
Nationals before heading right back to the Windy City for a weekend series against the Cincinnati Reds. 
 
Thursday morning, shortly after 9, Rizzo posted pictures from the flight on Twitter with the caption, 
"Staying game ready." 
 
Five hours later, he walked off the team bus and into the visitors clubhouse at Nationals Park, still 
wearing the same uniform: alternate blue jersey, gray pants and cleats. 
 
"I was just kind of having fun throughout a tough stretch in the season," said Rizzo, standing in front of 
his locker. "I mean, we're flying into a state of emergency with rain in the forecast. It's kind of a joke, so 
why not keep joking around about it and just have fun?" 
 
Rizzo went 2-for-5 on Thursday, and the Cubs won 4-3 in 10 innings. 
 
Originally, Chicago was supposed to be off Thursday, but after a wet weekend that resulted in Sunday's 
game against the Nationals being washed out, plans changed. 
 
Rather than wait until the end of the season to make up the game, if needed, MLB opted to send the 
Cubs on Thursday to D.C., where the threat of inclement weather has been lingering for days because of 
Hurricane Florence. 
 
"What can you do?" said Rizzo, who claims he didn't even bring a change of clothes on the trip and slept 
in his uniform, and who plans on traveling back to Chicago on Thursday night in the same attire he wore 
on the inbound flight. 
 
"At the end of the day, our front office, our owner, they have our back. We're in a long stretch of games. 
There's people in MLB that have been on the players' side. They understand the human element of it, 
and they seem not to care at all. So it is what it is. We can sit here and complain about [it], or we can 
joke about it. I'll take the joking around part -- a lot more fun." 
 
Thursday marked the 24th straight day that the Cubs had a scheduled game. They next host Cincinnati 
for three games, then travel to Arizona for three more before finally getting a break next Thursday. 
 
Over the past 24 days, the NL Central-leading Cubs have posted a 14-9 record but are just 7-8 in their 
past 15 games. Meanwhile, the second-place Brewers have won 11 of 14, including two of three vs. 
Chicago earlier this week. Milwaukee, which was off Thursday, sits 1½ games behind the Cubs. 
 
Following Wednesday's 5-1 loss to Milwaukee, the Cubs hopped a flight to Washington and didn't get 
into their hotel rooms until about 4 a.m. ET. Despite the tumultuous schedule, Rizzo's antics seemed to 
give his fellow Cubs a lift. 
 
"To see him on the plane like that," teammate Kris Bryant said, "it made everybody get over the loss a 
little quicker and a lot happier." 
 
Manager Joe Maddon, whose team is known for its creative road trip attire, was disappointed that 
Rizzo's move was a surprise. 



 

 
"I wish he had said something sooner because we all could have done it," Maddon said. "I would have 
done it in a heartbeat." 
 
In his first at-bat against the Nationals on Thursday, Rizzo lined a single to the gap in left-center field, but 
was thrown out trying to stretch it into a double. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs dealt another serious punch to the gut with Pedro Strop injury 
By Tony Andracki 
 
The Cubs may have won the battle Thursday in Washington D.C., but it came at a serious cost in their 
hopes of winning the "war" (aka another World Series). 
 
Pedro Strop will miss at least a couple weeks after injuring his hamstring during Thursday's 4-3 Cubs win 
at Nationals Park. 
 
Strop came into the game with one out in the eighth inning and then pitched the entire ninth. The Cubs 
took the lead in the top of the 10th and manager Joe Maddon opted to let Strop hit for himself with the 
bases loaded and one out, with an eye on at least facing the first batter in the bottom of the 10th. 
 
Strop hit a groundball to Washington third baseman Anthony Rendon, who fired home to get the lead 
runner and catcher Matt Wieters relayed to first, where the Nationals got the Cubs pitcher by a hair. But 
Strop came up limping on the play, pointing to his left hamstring. 
 
Randy Rosario came on to close out the victory and push the Cubs 1.5 games up in the division, but the 
reports on Strop were not good. 
 
He'll be sidelined at least a couple weeks with the hamstring injury and will undergo an MRI Friday: 
 
Strop has been a lifesaver for the Cubs this season, stepping in as closer with Brandon Morrow on the 
disabled list the entire second half of the season. 
 
In that time, Strop has locked down the ninth inning, going 11-for-13 in save chances and he picked up 
his sixth win of the season Thursday. 
 
The Cubs have already been against the ropes lately with an exhausted bullpen that has been short on 
reliable options for Maddon. Now they'll be without Strop for an indeterminate amount of time that 
very well could carry into the playoffs. The regular season ends two weeks from this Sunday. 
 
Morrow is working toward a return, but even in a best case scenario, he wouldn't be back until next 
Friday (Sept. 21). There's also a question how effective he'll be as he is still not 100 percent after a bone 
bruise in his forearm. 
 
Whenever Morrow returns, the Cubs will script his first few game appearances and have already said he 
will not regain the closer's role immediately. 
 
As for who closes in Strop's place, Maddon said, "I have no idea. All of those guys are on fumes." 
 



 

The Cubs do not have another off-day until next Thursday and have had to lean heavily on top relievers 
like Steve Cishek, Justin Wilson and Jesse Chavez lately as Carl Edwards Jr. tries to right the ship during a 
recent bout of struggles. 
 
This is time of year where the bullpen becomes a central focus of every contending team as they battle 
down the stretch and into October. 
 
If ever there was a time for the Cubs to put together some blowout wins to reduce the pressure and give 
guys a day or two of rest, it would be this weekend against the Reds at Wrigley Field. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs win in extra innings with a little help from El Mago 
By Michael Walton 
 
The Cubs pulled out a nail-biting 4-3 victory over the Washington Nationals in their makeup game on 
Thursday. The contest was tied at 2-2 in the 5th inning and 3-3 in the 7th, before being decided in 
extras. 
 
Mike Montgomery started the game for the Cubs, and he pitched four innings, giving up three hits, one 
walk, two earned runs and racked up a pair of strikeouts. He was pulled for Jesse Chavez by Joe Maddon 
in the bottom of the 5th inning after giving up a single to Nationals 2B Adrian Sanchez. Chavez ended up 
giving up a run before escaping the inning. 
 
This was the first of several decisions that had Cubs fans nervous. 
 
In the top of the 8th, with the bases loaded, Maddon made perhaps his most intriguing decision of the 
game, choosing to pinch-hit the struggling Willson Contreras for Victor Caratini. Perhaps the most 
confusing part of the choice, was that Caratini hit a grand-slam against the Nationals just five days ago. 
 
The Cubs ended up winning the game on- believe it or not -a bunt single from Javier Baez, who added 
yet another notch on his NL MVP resume, finishing the tough game with three of the Cubs four RBIs. 
 
Randy Rosario came in to shut the door on the Nationals, getting a pop out, a groundout and a strikeout 
in a clean 12-pitch 10th inning for his first save of the season. 
 
It’s not all smiles for the Cubs though, as some bad news came out of postgame. While trying to run out 
a double play, closer Pedro Strop suffered a hamstring injury. Even tougher news considering that 
Maddon used a total of eight relief pitchers during Thursday's matchup. 
 
The Cubs will be back at it on Friday, starting up a three-game series with the Cincinnati Reds. And while 
the Reds are one of the worst teams in baseball right now, no team can be taken for granted as Chicago 
holds on to a slim 1.5 game lead on the Milwaukee Brewers, and will be in search for a consistent closer 
with Strop going down.  
 
-- 
 
 


