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Marquez on the mark with season-high 9 K's 
Right-hander allows 1 run in 8 innings to secure series from Dodgers 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Jun. 30th, 2018 
 
LOS ANGELES -- Rockies right-hander German Marquez said he wasn't mad at the Dodgers' Enrique Hernandez for 

his sixth-inning home run. He just wanted to finish Saturday's outing strong. 

Whatever Marquez's emotion, his 99.9 mph eighth-inning fastball -- the hardest by any starter in the eighth inning or later 

in the Majors this season -- to complete the last of his season-high nine strikeouts sealed a dominant performance. In 

firing a career-high-tying eight innings, Marquez held the Dodgers to one run on two hits and no walks in the Rockies' third 

straight victory, a 3-1 final at Dodger Stadium. 

"I was just really trying to strike him out in that situation and hit the target, which was up -- and I let it rip," Marquez said. 

Marquez pitched eight scoreless innings last May 10 in a win over the Cubs at Coors Field. But he believed he was even 

better Saturday -- when he didn't yield a baserunner until Hernandez's homer. Marquez hit 97.8 mph in the sixth, 99.2 on 

a strikeout of Matt Kemp in the seventh and set the 2018 starter velocity standard in the eighth. 

The screamer to Hernandez was the fastest of Marquez's career, and it beat the 99.8 by the Yankees' Luis Severino in 

the eighth against the Astros' George Springer on May 2.. "I work hard between starts, and my goal is to maintain my 

stamina throughout the game, deep in games," said Marquez, 2-0 with a 1.89 ERA in three starts at Dodger Stadium. 

"Today I was able to accomplish that." 

MEDIA CLIPS – July 1, 2018 
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Marquez received help from Ian Desmond's 17th homer of the season and career-best 13th on the road -- one of three 

runs (two earned) in seven innings against Dodgers starter Kenta Maeda (5-5). Chris Iannetta's RBI single with one out 

and two on in the seventh saved manager Bud Black from having to lift Marquez for a pinch-hitter.30th, 2018 

The Rockies went for another run in the seventh with a safety squeeze, but Marquez left the bunt close enough to the 

plate that Dodgers catcher Yasmani Grandal was able to corral the ball and dive to the plate to tag Gerardo Parra. 

Black made the move in the ninth, as Adam Ottavino earned his second save. Max Muncy singled with two out, but 

Ottavino -- pitching after Wade Davis earned a save Friday but gave up a ninth-inning homer to Justin Turner -- worked 

a pinch-hitting Turner into a fly to left. 

Black noted that Marquez's fastball location wasn't necessarily keen early, and he gave up some long fly balls. But he had 

an excellent curve and slider, his changeup was effective, and once the fastball truly kicked in it was a solid four-pitch mix. 

"He's capable because we've seen moments and innings and certain stretches of games where he's pitched like that 

through three, four, five innings," Black said. "But to do it eight innings on the road against a good team, it's not surprising, 

but it's a big step for a young pitcher." 

Dodgers manager Dave Roberts didn't enjoy seeing Marquez for so long. Maeda fanned nine in his seven frames of work. 

"We knew he had a good arm, but I didn't know he had a hundred in there," said Roberts. "He outpitched our guy, who I 

thought pitched pretty well." 

The Rockies improved to 3-2 on a National League West road trip that ends with Sunday afternoon's finale with the 

Dodgers. And they hope the work of their starters this time through the rotation -- minus erstwhile No. 1 righty Jon 

Gray, who was optioned to Triple-A Albuquerque on Saturday -- is the start of much-needed roll. 

Chad Bettis, whose next turn is Sunday, Kyle Freeland, Tyler Anderson and Marquez have combined to yield just three 

earned runs and 16 hits in 25 innings -- with 25 strikeouts against six walks. If pitching deep and effectively is the real key 

to a strong run that could pull the Rockies (41-42) into playoff contention, the quartet has at least set a blueprint. 

Anderson also set a career best with eight innings in Friday night's 3-1 victory. 
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"I know that one road trip early in the year, we had some starting-pitcher momentum," Black said. "Let's hope that's the 

case." 

Desmond, whose homer led off the fifth, noted that strong starting pitching was a key to the Rockies leading the NL West 

through June 6, and he likes seeing it return.30th, 2018 

"Baseball is like hockey -- it's line changes," Desmond said. "At one point it's going to be the pitching, at one point it's 

going to be the defense picking you up one time. At one point it's going to be the offense. The last couple days, the 

pitchers have been throwing the ball really well." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Maeda was also spotless until DJ LeMahieu's double over the third-base line to open the fourth. LeMahieu scored from 

third when Maeda fanned Nolan Arenado, but Grandal let the ball bounce off the heel of his glove for a passed ball that 

also let Arenado reach.. 30th, 2018 

SOUND SMART 

It was Black's 61st birthday. His teams are 7-2 on his birthday.30th, 2018 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 

Ottavino was pitching because Black said Davis was unavailable. Turner is known for his ability to lift the ball. The count 

was full when Ottavino challenged Turner with a slider and was able to celebrate when Turner was slightly early with the 

swing.2"He [Marquez] pitched great, he deserved to win," Ottavino said. "That's two nights in a row, eight innings out of 

our starter." 

HE SAID IT 

"The humbler will get you if you start to become prideful. I'm just trying to help the team win." -- Desmond, on his penchant 

for big hits this season 

UP NEXT 

Bettis (5-1, 5.07 ERA) will start against the Dodgers and righty Ross Stripling (6-2, 1.98) in the finale of the series at 

Dodger Stadium on Sunday at 2:10 p.m. MT. Bettis is like many Rockies pitchers -- far better on the road (5-1, 2.72 in 

nine starts) than at home (0-0, 8.75 in seven starts). 
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Rockies send struggling Gray to Triple-A 
Tapia called up as corresponding move; No. 3 prospect Lambert promoted to Albuquerque 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Jun. 30th, 2018 
 
LOS ANGELES -- After starting on Opening Day the last two years as well as the National League Wild Card Game last 

year, right-hander Jon Gray will make his next starts at Triple-A Albuquerque. 

The Rockies optioned Gray (7-7, 5.77 ERA) on Saturday to address the inconsistencies that have led to some expected 

highs and frustrating lows. For example, in 92 innings pitched, Gray has given up an NL-high 108 hits; however, he's also 

second in strikeouts per nine innings at 11.64, and fourth in strikeouts with 119. 

While Gray has the high strikeout total, those aren't present in tight situations. According to Baseball Reference, he has 

6.38 strikeouts for every walk in low-leverage situations, but that figure drops to 4.75 in medium-leverage situations and 

1.22 in high-leverage situations. 

"This was the right time to get Jon to Triple-A to work on some things -- not so much mechanically but mentally -- and to 

realize the inconsistencies that have been happening this season, that we've gotta try to get those straightened out," 

Rockies manager Bud Black said. "As much as we wanted those to happen at the big league level, we felt as though, at 

this time, it was best for him to work out some of these things in the Minor Leagues." 

To correspond with the Gray move and the fallout: 

• The Rockies recalled outfielder Raimel Tapia, who has batted .308 with 10 home runs, 48 RBIs and 18 stolen bases for 

Albuquerque. It is his first callup to the Majors this season -- after making the trip up six times last year -- as he battles for 

a permanent spot in a crowded outfield. 

• Gray's next turn is Tuesday at home against the Giants, and the Rockies haven't announced who will start. However, it 

lines up for second-year righty Antonio Senzatela, 23, who began the year in the Rockies' bullpen but was optioned to 

Albuquerque on May 4 to build a starter-level pitch count. Senzatela's program was interrupted twice by mild right groin 

strains, but on Thursday he threw 7 2/3 scoreless innings with three hits and four strikeouts against Salt Lake. 

• The Rockies also promoted righty Peter Lambert, 21, their No. 3 prospect according to MLB Pipeline, from Double-A 

Hartford -- where he earned Eastern League All-Star designation by going 8-2 with a 2.23 ERA -- to Albuquerque. 

Lambert was drafted in the second round, 44th overall, in 2015 out of San Dimas (Calif.) High School. 
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Gray's final start -- Thursday's eventual 9-8 victory over the Giants -- forced the decision. 

After giving up a Brandon Belt two-run homer in the first inning, Gray settled down until the Rockies built a 5-2 lead in the 

top of the fourth. But Gray walked Andrew McCutchen to start the bottom of the inning, and by the time the frame ended, 

the game was tied.. 28th, 2018 

Gray worked with Rockies coaches on his stride and on pulling the ball out of his glove on time to make sure his delivery 

was coordinated. But Black said the mechanics are not the issue. 

"I'm not so sure he was in a good spot when he was out on the mound, pitch to pitch, inning to inning, as far as his 

confidence to make pitches," Black said. "We've got to get him to that point. 

"When there have been some baserunners, when there have been some crisis points in a game, we've seen some 

inconsistency in his ability to work through that trouble. We've seen a few times where we've needed him to get through 

an inning or two, and he just couldn't get there.", 2017 

Tapia, 24, has hit .283 with two home runs, 12 doubles, two triples and eight stolen bases over intermittent Major League 

opportunities the past two seasons. Possessing solid bat-to-ball skills and elite speed, Tapia has spent the season making 

some batting adjustments and working on fundamentals in all three outfield positions. 

The left-handed-hitting Tapia said he has less of a crouched stance, which allows him to recognize pitches better and 

unleash a stronger swing. He said he is approaching this promotion "with the mentality of I'm going to stay here … stay 

positive and one day, I'm going to stay." 

Dahl progressing 

Left-handed hitting outfielder David Dahl, who was batting .275 with four home runs and 13 RBIs when he sustained a 

broken right foot on May 30, is out of the walking boot and is progressing. Black said Dahl most likely will be rehabbing at 

Coors Field in about a week and a half. 
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German Marquez stellar again at Dodger Stadium going eight-innings in Rockies’ win at Chavez Ravine 
In three career starts at Dodger Stadium, Marquez is 2-0 with a 1.89 ERA. 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: June 30, 2018 at 8:12 pm | UPDATED: June 30, 2018 at 9:34 pm 
 
LOS ANGELES — There was a small moment, obscured by bigger moments on this big stage, that spoke volumes about 

German Marquez’s performance Saturday in front of 46,176 fans at Dodger Stadium. 

After getting the Dodgers’ Max Muncy to fly out to left to end the sixth inning, Marquez pumped his fist as he walked off 

the mound. Sure, his no-hitter had been spoiled earlier in the inning, but the Rockies’ young right-handed knew how 

important it was to squelch the Dodgers’ rally at that moment. 

And so the Rockies rode Marquez’s brilliant eight-inning start to a 3-1 victory over Los Angeles for their third consecutive 

victory. Marquez, 23, was charged with one run on just two hits. He walked no one and struck out nine, needing just 92 

pitches. 

How good was Marquez?  How confident? In the eighth inning, he struck out Enrique Hernandez with a 99.9 mph heater 

up in the zone. According to Statcast, it was fastest pitch of Marquez’s career, and the fastest this year by a big-league 

starter in the eighth inning or later. 

“I was just trying to hit the target and throw a good pitch, and I let it rip,” said Marquez, who in three career starts at 

Dodger Stadium is 2-0 with a 1.89 ERA. 

“He was dotting,” Hernandez said. “This was the first time I’ve ever faced him, so it’s hard for me to compare, but he was 

hitting his spots, hitting the corners. He had every pitch working for him. Late in the game, the shadows were creeping in. 

As the game went on, he kept throwing harder and harder. That adds to it.” 

Adam Ottavino gave up one hit but pitched a scoreless ninth to notch his second save of the season. 

Manager Bud Black, who celebrated his 61st birthday Saturday, said it was the best start of Marquez’s career — better, 

even, than his eight-inning win over the Cubs on May 10, 2017. 

“To do this for eight innings, on the road, against a very good team, is not surprising,”  Black said. “It’s a big step for a 

young pitcher. You gain confidence with games like this. It was a fabulous game for German.” 
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Marquez’s masterpiece piggybacked on Tyler Anderson’s eight-inning gem Friday night to take the first two games of the 

series vs. the Dodgers. In both games, Chris Iannetta was behind the plate, and that was a huge factor. 

“I have to give a great deal of credit to Chris,” Black said. “That’s back-to-back games of shutting down this lineup with 

pitch calling. I didn’t see German shake him off one time.” 

Marquez’s flirtation with perfection ended with his second pitch of the sixth inning. Hernandez launched Marquez’s 94 

mph, 1-0 fastball down the left-field line, cutting Colorado’s lead to 2-1. 

Colorado stretched its lead to 3-1 in the seventh on a leadoff ground-rule double to right by Trevor Story, a walk by 

Gerardo Parra and a clutch RBI single by Iannetta. Marquez laid down a squeeze bunt up the first-base line, trying to 

score Parra from third, but L.A. catcher Yasmani Grandal pounced on the ball and then dived back to the plate to tag out 

the sliding Parra. 

Colorado scraped together a 1-0 lead in the fourth. DJ LeMahieu led off with a double down the third-base line against 

Maeda and advanced to third on Charlie Blackmon’s flyball out to deep center.  Maeda whiffed Nolan Arenado, but 

Grandal let the ball skip past him, allowing LeMahieu to score easily. Grandal was charged with a passed ball. 

Ian Desmond, who’s had a number of big hits this season, stretched Colorado’s lead to 2-0 with a solo shot off Maeda to 

open the fifth. Desmond’s no-doubter to left was his 17th homer of the season, and his 13th on the road — a career high 

for road homers. Desmond, however, preferred to talk about the momentum he sees the Rockies building after a tough 

stretch of games. 

“Baseball is like hockey; it’s line changes,” he said. “At one point it’s going to be the pitching, at one point it’s going to be 

the defense picking you up, and one time it’s going to be the offense. There is a lot of stuff to be optimistic about after a 

stretch that I think it was a little bit mentally draining. So I think this shows our resilience.” 

The Rockies will chase after a rare sweep at Dodger Stadium on Sunday afternoon. 
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Rockies send would-be ace Jon Gray down to Triple-A, recall outfielder Raimel Tapia 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: June 30, 2018 at 3:28 pm | UPDATED: June 30, 2018 at 5:19 pm 
 
LOS ANGELES — It’s become increasingly clear that Jon Gray is lost on a big-league mound. The Rockies hope the 6-

foot-4 right-hander can find himself with a trip down to Triple-A Albuquerque. 

“This was the right time to get Jon to Triple-A to work on some things, not so much mechanically,  but mentally, and to 

realize the inconsistencies that have been happening this season,” manager Bud Black said Saturday after the Rockies 

optioned Gray. “We’ve got to try to get those things straightened out. We felt that at this time it was best for him to work 

out some of these things in the minor leagues.” 

In a corresponding move, the club recalled athletic outfielder Raimel Tapia from Triple-A. Tapia was available for 

Saturday’s game against the Dodgers. 

Gray, 26, was the Rockies’ opening-day starter and has long been tabbed as the club’s would-be ace. Yet despite a 

powerful arsenal that includes a fastball that usually hums at 95-96 mph, a biting slider and an effective curve, his season 

has been a huge disappointment. The third overall pick in the 2013 draft has gone 7-7 with a 5.77 ERA,  29 walks and 119 

strikeouts in 17 starts this season. 

Right-hander Antonio Senzatela, 23, is Gray’s likely replacement in Colorado’s rotation and would face San Francisco on 

Tuesday at Coors Field. Senzatela is coming off a strong start at Triple-A on Thursday, throwing 7⅓ scoreless innings, 

allowing three hits and striking out four. Senzatela, who began the season in the Rockies’ bullpen, is 3-1 with a 2.15 ERA 

in eight starts (37⅔ innings) for Albuquerque. He has been slowed by two stints on the disabled list because of a strained 

right groin, but he’s healthy now. 

A deeper look at statistics reveal Gray’s inconsistent season. Entering Saturday’s play, he had given up 108 hits, the most 

in the National League. Yet his 11.64 strikeouts per nine innings rank second in the NL and his 119 total strikeouts are 

fourth. 

“I think a lot of the mechanics have been worked out, so I think he’s in a good spot there,” Black said. “I’m not so sure that 

he’s in a good spot when he’s out on the mound, pitch to pitch and inning to inning, as far as his confidence to make 

pitches.” 
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In June, Gray told The Denver Post that he would do what was necessary to succeed. 

“If I have to go down to (to Triple-A) to get myself right, I would do it,”  he said at the time. “I don’t think that’s going to 

happen, but If I really need it, then I would do  it. I am going to do whatever I can to get right.” 

Tapia, 24, is joining the major-league club for the first time this season. In 74 games for Albuquerque, he has hit .308, with 

61 runs scored, 10 home runs, 25 doubles, seven triples, 48 RBIs and 18 stolen bases. In 70 games for the Rockies last 

season, Tapia batted .288, with two homers, 12 doubles, two triples, 16 RBIs and five stolen bases. 
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Saunders: How fun would it be to watch a designated hitter at Coors Field? Time for the National League to adopt 
the DH? 
I’m starting to think the DH would be good for fans in Colorado and around the NL. 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
June 30, 2018 at 4:00 pm 
 
LOS ANGELES — Help, I’m waffling! 

I’ve always been a National League guy and a traditionalist, at least when it comes to baseball. My dad was born in 

Denver, but he raised me as a Cardinals fan. I loved ace Bob Gibson’s tenacity and athleticism. With a bat in his hand, he 

always strode to the plate with purpose, looking to do some damage. “Gibby” was good a hitter — for a pitcher — with a 

.career average of .206 and 24 homers. He even swatted two homers in World Series play. 

But these days, it’s tough to find pitchers who can swing a bat with that much skill, let alone put down an effective bunt to 

move runners along. The Madison Bumgarners of the baseball world are few and far between. 

In the past, when defending the NL’s lack of a DH, I would fall back on two basic arguments. 

One, with interleague baseball so commonplace, the DH is one of the few remaining things that still separates the NL from 

the AL. 

Two, I’ve always maintained that the National League is the more strategic of the two leagues, with managers forced to 

look ahead at pitching changes, double switches and matchups. 

“I love the National League game,” Cubs manager Joe Maddon said at baseball’s winter meetings. “To me, it’s a more 

pure form of the game. It’s much more cerebral. I would hate for us to take away all that strategy and nuance and replace 

it with a DH. For a manager, there’s a lot more to think about in the National League.” 

Yet the NL is the only place the designated hitter is not used. High school, college, the minor leagues and the American 

League almost always use the DH. 

Two years ago, ESPN’s Jerry Crasnick asked 14 managers and general managers for their thoughts about the DH. They 

talked about concerns for injuries at the plate and on the basepaths for high-priced pitchers and the differences between 

building a team with a DH vs. without. One of the most telling quotes came from Oakland manager Bob Melvin, who 

managed the Diamondbacks from 2005-09. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/page/springtraining_DHdebate/mlb-managers-gms-weigh-dh-debate
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“When I was managing in Arizona, I would have told you the National League style was better. I don’t know that I believe 

that anymore,” he said. “In the National League, a lot of times your pitching changes are made for you. If you’re down in 

the game, you have to hit. In the American League, you’ve got to know when your guy is done and when he’s not. Period.” 

It’s hard to imagine Rockies manager Bud Black agreeing with that sentiment, because, like Maddon, he craves the late-

game chess match. Although, considering how the Rockies’ bullpen has performed this season, that chess match has 

blown up in his face far too often. 

I sense that there is a growing trend toward having a DH in both leagues. 

“Twenty years ago, when you talked to National League owners about the DH, you’d think you were talking some sort of 

heretical comment,” commissioner Rob Manfred said during spring training. “But we have a new group (of owners). 

There’s been turnover. 

“I think our owners, in general, have demonstrated a willingness to change the game in ways we think would be good for 

the fans — always respecting the history and tradition of the sport.” 

It sounded as if Manfred was hedging a bit. Me? I’m starting to think the DH would be good for fans in Colorado and 

around the NL. Someone please tell me if I’m wrong. 
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Coors Field of Dreams: Rockies’ Mark Razum maintains a baseball paradise in LoDo 
Raz has been the head groundskeeper at Coors Field since October 1994, seven months before the ballpark hosted its first 
game. 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
July 1, 2018 at 6:00 am 
 
On this bright and shiny Thursday morning, Mark Razum is a bit bleary-eyed and in dire need of strong coffee. 

Two nights before, rain and hail had pummeled Coors Field, forcing an 80-minute delay for a Mets-Rockies game that 

made for a 4-hour, 26-minute marathon. Then, because of a 3-hour, 25-minute game the next night, Razum didn’t leave 

Coors Field until well after midnight. 

On top of all of that, the Rockies Foundation held two youth baseball clinics at the ballpark during the week, creating extra 

duties for the grounds crew. 

Now, at 7:30 a.m. sharp, “Raz” was back at work, strolling the warning track of Coors’ emerald-green outfield. At 2.66 

acres, it’s the largest outfield in the majors, and while it causes considerable consternation for pitchers and outfielders, the 

sea of seemingly perfect grass is beautiful to behold. 

On this day the Rockies are hosting the Mets, with a first pitch at 1:10 p.m., so there is a lot to do over the next five hours. 

Plus, there’s plenty stressing Raz’s mind. In another week, the Eagles and Jimmy Buffet will be holding a concert at Coors 

Field, putting more stress on this parcel of baseball paradise. 

“That’s a whole, unique, different animal,”  he said with a laugh. “All of those roadies and rock-n’-rollers? They come in 

and party and get after it.” 

No one could blame “Raz” for being grumpy as the morning sun casts long shadows across the outfield. Yet he’s 

remarkably chipper. Even after 40 years as a groundskeeper, the 57-year-old never tires of going to his office. 

“Sure, I knit-pick about this and that, and I’m kind of a perfectionist,” Razum said. “But every day I still get a bit of that 

same feeling about a baseball park. 

“I grew up in Cleveland and I still remember my first game when I was a kid. My dad took me to an Indians game. We 

walked down the street and there was that big old stadium — Cleveland Municipal. And when we went through the 
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turnstile and onto the concourse and saw that incredible green field and it was like, ‘Whoa!’ I mean, I still get that feeling. 

So now,  even when I’m tired, I know this is a special place.” 

Raz has been the head groundskeeper at Coors Field since October 1994, seven months before the ballpark hosted its 

first game. Prior to joining the Rockies, he was the chief caretaker for the A’s for six seasons at the Oakland-Alameda 

County Coliseum. From 1992-94, the players voted Raz’s playing surface as the best in the American League. He began 

his career at age 17, at Cleveland Municipal, under the tutelage of Marshall Bossard, an Indians groundskeeper for nearly 

50 years. 

Search for perfection 

Razum’s day begins in his office just beyond the left-field foul pole. Outside his office door hangs a sign that reads: “Coors 

Field, 5,176 Feet.” 

“That’s the actual altitude of our field,” he said. “The fifty-two-eighty? The mile high? That’s the purple row high up in the 

stands.” 

Raz’s office is packed with memorabilia, including a base signed by Rockies icon Todd Helton from his final game at 

Coors in 2013. 

“Raz, thanks for the hard work over the years,”  — Todd Helton, No. 17. 

The first thing Razum does each morning is check his computer for the day’s weather. There is a mini-weather station at 

the ballpark that provides a pinpoint forecast. This Thursday promises to be hot and dry, meaning that Raz and his crew 

must do some extra watering of the infield before first pitch. 

“Colorado’s very arid, and when it gets hot, if you don’t get moisture into the infield, that sun will bake it hard, and we don’t 

want that,” he explained. “Players want to be able to get their spikes in the dirt, move to the ball and get true hops. That’s 

really important.” 

Counting Razum, the Rockies employ four full-time groundskeepers — Jon Larson, Doug Zabinski and Adam Steward — 

plus eight seasonal workers, some of whom would like to make a career out of taking care of a ballpark. As Raz begins to 
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make his rounds, Steward pilots a riding lawnmower, cutting the grass to exactly seven-eighths of a inch. Rollers on the 

bottom of the mower bend the blades of grass, creating the lines and checkerboard pattern in the the outfield. 

Other workers are vacuuming the bullpens and the warning track, sucking up peanut shells and other debris from the 

game the night before. 

While Steward rides his mower, Larson cuts the infield grass with a smaller push-mower. It’s an exacting job, demanding 

concentration to get the pattern just right. For Larson, who grew up in Tucson, Ariz. and worked maintaining golf courses 

before moving on to baseball parks, mowing the infield grass is the best part of his day. 

“I block out everything else around me and just kind of get in the zone, and then I just go,” he said. “It’s just me and the 

infield, so I’m just chilling and relaxing. It’s my yoga.” 

The Rockies keep their infield grass at 1 ¼ inches, a length that seems to please everyone, from Gold Glove third 

baseman Nolan Arenado to manager Bud Black. The height of the infield grass used to be a matter of great debate, with 

Razum often caught in the middle. 

In 1995, the Rockies’ first season in LoDo, general manager Bob Gebhard was trying to find ways to tame the offensive 

outbursts at Coors. He instructed Razum to grow the infield grass 2 ½ inches high. 

“The team was out on the road and Geb walked the infield with me and he said, ‘Raz, this is perfect!’ ” Razum recalled. 

“So then team comes back home and in the first inning, with a man on first, a batter hits the ball to Walt Weiss at 

short.  Walt had to come charging in on the ball and barely turned the double play because the ball had slowed down so 

much. 

“So after the inning, (manager) Don Baylor signals me over and he says, ‘Raz, we can’t have that.’  We worked it all out, 

but it took us years to get it right.” 

Just as the infield grass gets special care and attention, so does the area around home plate,which is made of 

clay.  Before each game, Larson patches the holes in the clay created by batters and catcher digging in with their spikes. 

After the holes are patched with fresh clay,  Larson tamps it down to “get the air out of it,” and create as smooth a surface 

as possible. 
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“You have to have that,” Rockies catcher Tom Murphy said. “It’s got to be true around the plate so that the ball bounces 

as it should. You look for consistency. They do a great job of that here.” 

If the area around the plate was not true, pitchers would be unable to bury curves and sliders in the dirt, fearing that a bad 

hop would send the ball careening to the backstop. 

Bad hop nightmare 

Fear of a bad hop is Raz’s worst nightmare. It’s why his crew spends so much time watering, dragging and raking the 

infield. Twice during the game, after the third and sixth inning, the infield is dragged and a sand-like mixture called 

“conditioner” is spread across the basepaths. 

“This section of real estate is what I keep my focus and attention on,” Razum said. “With all of the hundreds of footprints 

you get out here, it gets chopped up. There’s a lot of baserunning at this place, compared to other ballparks. That’s a lot 

of impact on the infield. So we’re constantly doing what we can to make it better.” 

Despite the long games and all the hard-hit balls at Coors, the infield and outfield almost always play true, much to 

Razum’s pride — and relief. 

“A bad hop is one of the things that keeps me up at night,” Raz said with a laugh, but only half kidding. “We want the ball 

to stay true and stay down. When we were in the playoff run toward the (2007) World Series, I would watch every 

groundball and I’d say, ‘Please stay down, please stay down.’ 

“The last thing I want is a headline in The Denver Post saying, ‘Rockies lose playoff game on a bad hop.’ ” 

When Razum needs a few moments of serenity, he heads to the “forest” behind the center-field wall and near the visitor’s 

bullpen. Casual Rockies fans might know that this area is where seven fountains shoot water 40 feet into the air when the 

home team hits a home run, and during the seventh-inning stretch. But the little park within a ballpark is a slice of the 

Rocky Mountains, beautifully maintained by Zabinski. 

Beneath the green batter’s eye — covered by a vine called Virginia creeper — live pine trees and native grasses. Thirty-

two hundred gallons of recycled water per minute flow over 10-12 ton boulders, creating three waterfalls and a large pond 

that collects its share of baseballs. The natural area features seven different kinds of Colorado trees, as well as Navajo 
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ruby sandstone and granite marble boulders. When Coors Field first opened, the area was a sod farm, but Gebhard was 

instrumental in turning it into a quiet piece of paradise in 1996. 

“This is my favorite spot, especially early in the morning,” Raz said. “It’s so still and quiet. Just outside the walls, traffic is 

getting jammed up and people are rushing to work. But I’m already here, taking all of this in. You know, sometimes you 

get so locked into your work, you forget what a great place this is. 

“But all I have to do is get out here and then look back at that field. I take it all in. Yeah, I have a pretty cool job.” 

Facts and figures on the playing surface of Coors Field 

Infield 

* Infield grass (Kentucky bluegrass blend) is cut daily to 1 ¼ inches 

* The pitcher’s rubber on the mound is set so that its front edge is exactly 60 feet, 6 inches from the rear point of home 

plate and is elevated 10 inches above the rest of the playing field. 

* Starting 6 inches in front of the rubber, or 60 feet from home plate, the mound slopes downward at a rate of 1 inch per 

foot over a span of at least 6 feet. 

* Infield dirt is a clay-loam type surface composed of 25 percent clay, 15 percent silt and 60 percent sand. 

* Infield is topped with a sand-like dressing to help trap moisture in. 

Outfield 

* Kentucky bluegrass blend 

* Cut daily to ⅞ of an inch 

* Grown on 10 inches of sand 

* Below the sand is 4 inches of pea gravel and drains 

* Designed for quick, efficient drainage 

* Outfield is 2.66 acres, the largest in the majors 
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Marquez pitches Rockies to 3-1 win over Dodgers 
Associated Press 
 
LOS ANGELES -- A fist pump and a late fastball on the cusp of 100 mph was all the indication needed to know just how 

good German Marquez felt Saturday. 

He pitched two-hit ball over eight innings and Ian Desmond homered as the Colorado Rockies beat the Los Angeles 

Dodgers 3-1. 

 

Marquez (6-8) retired his first 15 batters before Enrique Hernandez connected for a home run off the left-field foul pole 

leading off the sixth. After a Chase Utley single, Marquez dispatched the Dodgers on three fly balls to end the inning and 

pumped his right fist to emphasize the moment. 

"Isn't that great? I loved that" Rockies manager Bud Black said of the fist pump. "He uses (his energy) with his fastball. I 

want him to use it with his fastball but not overthrow. There is a time you can stand on a pitch and lean on it and I think he 

does that." 

He appeared to do just that with his fastball in the eighth inning. Facing Hernandez two innings after the home run, 

Marquez struck out the Dodgers' utility man on a 99.9 mph fastball. 

"No doubt I let it rip on that one," Marquez said through an interpreter. "But I worked hard in my preparation in between 

starts and my goal is to maintain my stamina deep into games. I think today I was able to accomplish that." 

Marquez struck out nine and walked none after entering with a 5.53 ERA, third-worst among qualified National League 

starters. 

The Rockies closed out June with three consecutive victories and two consecutive over the Dodgers after getting swept 

by Los Angeles in a three-game series at Coors Field to begin the month. Colorado finished June with an 11-16 record. 

Dodgers starter Kenta Maeda (5-5) gave up three runs, two earned, on five hits over seven innings and lost for the first 

time in four June starts. He had a short stint on the disabled list during the month due to a right hip strain. He struck out 

nine for the second consecutive start. 

"It was a good outing," Maeda said through an interpreter. "My desire is to be able to pitch deeper into the game and 

being able to pitch seven innings and is a good thing. But unfortunately, we didn't get the win and that was something we 

wanted." 
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The Rockies took a 1-0 lead in the fourth when DJ LeMahieu scored from third base on a passed ball by catcher Yasmani 

Grandal. Nolan Arenado struck out, but advanced to first with LeMahieu scoring when the ball got through Grandal. 

Desmond went deep in the fifth for a 2-0 lead. It was his 17th home run of the season and career-best 13th on the road. 

Trevor Story doubled for the Rockies in the seventh and scored on Chris Iannetta's single to make it 3-1. 

After a strong start to the month, the Dodgers finished June with a 17-9 record, losing four of their last five games. 

CLOSER FOR THE DAY 

Rockies reliever Adam Ottavino pitched the ninth Saturday for his second save. Closer Wade Davis, who earned the save 

after Tyler Anderson's eight-inning outing Friday, was given the night off. 

"He pitched great and he deserved to win," Ottavino said of Marquez. "That's two games straight that we got eight innings 

out of our starters so we appreciate that down in the bullpen. I think everybody does on the team so I think that was just 

an awesome job by (Marquez)." 

Davis is expected to return to the closer role Sunday. 

DODGERS DRIVE 55 

Hernandez's home run gave the Dodgers 55 in the month of June, to increase their franchise record for a month. The 

previous record of 53 was set in June of last season. 

His home run was his 14th of the season and third this week. Max Muncy and Joc Pederson each finished with 10 home 

runs in June. Pederson has 11 on the season. 

"I worked really hard in the off season to get stronger and get in better shape," said Hernandez, whose previous best was 

11 home runs last season. "Last year I hit a lot of doubles and this year those doubles are turning into homers. Hopefully 

we can keep swinging the bats in July the way we are in June." 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Rockies: OF David Dahl (broken right foot) is out of a walking boot and will join the team Monday in Colorado to continue 

his rehab. 
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Dodgers: RHP Walker Buehler (right rib microfracture), who made one appearance this week after returning from the DL, 

will likely need two starts at Class A Rancho Cucamonga before he returns to the Dodgers, according to manager Dave 

Roberts. ... RHP Pedro Baez(right biceps tendinitis) threw a 30-pitch bullpen session, but no timetable for his return has 

been revealed. 

UP NEXT 

Rockies right-hander Chad Bettis (5-1, 5.07 ERA) will be back on the road where he excels, as his five road victories were 

tied for third in the National League at the start of play Saturday. Dodgers right-hander Ross Stripling (6-2, 1.98) has a 

loss and a no-decision in his past two starts following a six-start win streak. 
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German Marquez dominates Dodgers, Rockies win third straight 
By Drew Creasman - Posted on June 30, 2018 | BSN Denver 
  
For the second game in a row, the Colorado Rockies got a superb performance out of their starting pitcher. German 

Marquez only allowed Tyler Anderson to hold sole possession of the Rockies season record for longest out for one whole 

day, picking up eight innings against the Los Angeles Dodgers once again. 

Marquez did give up a run, where Anderson did not, but he was every bit as dominant, showcasing a killer instinct and a 

command of the pace of the game that would be well imitated by the rest of the pitchers in the organization. He made one 

mistake, gave up two hits, did not walk a batter and struck out nine in a display of brilliance that led to the Rockies third 

straight road win inside the division. 

The offense once again did just enough in a 3-1 victory, though Dodgers starter Kenta Maeda was just as good in the 

early going. 

The Rockies finally broke through in the fourth with the first baserunner in the game. DJ LeMahieu did the deed by pulling 

a hard grounder inside the left-field line for a double. Charlie Blackmon managed to advance LeMahieu to third with a 

productive out—a flyball to deep-enough center. 

The run scored in odd fashion on a play in which Nolan Arenado struck out with a runner at third base and one out. And 

that wasn’t the craziest part. The ball got away from catcher Yasmani Grandal and LeMahieu was able to score anyway. It 

was a catchable ball for Grandal and a huge break for the Rockies. 

Colorado added a more traditional run in the fifth on an Ian Desmond solo home run. Desmond’s 17th dinger of the 

season was impressive not only as a further part of his considerable turnaround this season but also because it came 

against Maeda who has held right-handed hitters to below a .200 batting average on the season. 

Enrique Hernandez broke up Marquez’ bid for a perfect game, no-hitter, and shutout with one swing to lead off the sixth, 

smashing a high fastball well over the wall in left. That home run gave the Dodgers 55 for the month of June, tying the 

Atlanta Braves for the most homers in a single month in National League history. 

As seems to always happen in these cases, the next batter, Chase Utley, followed with a single, LA suddenly finding 

confidence against the young Rockies starter. But Marquez focused, refused to allow his counterpart to lay down an easy 
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sac bunt, forcing a two-out-swing-into-a-lineout before retiring Joc Pederson and Max Muncy to strand Utley and end the 

frame with his club still in the lead at 2-1. The offense matched Marquez’ effort by supplying him with an insurance run in 

the seventh. Trevor Story led things off with a ground-rule double down the right-field line and Gerardo Parra followed that 

with a walk. Desmond struck out swinging but Chris Iannetta picked him up by staying back on a breaking ball and hitting 

a liner back up the middle to score Story easily from second. 

The Rockies nearly plated another on a squeeze play from Marquez but Grandal made a nice play on a diving tag to 

narrowly get Parra at the plate. 

Marquez backed that up with two of his quickest and most impressive innings of the evening, running through Matt Kemp, 

Cody Bellinger, Grandal, Yasiel Puig, Hernandez, and Utley like a hot knife through butter in the seventh and eighth. His 

strikeout of Hernandez in the eighth came on a 100 mph fastball. 

With Wade Davis unavailable, manager Bud Black turned to Adam Ottavino for the save, the second time he has done so 

this season. Otto returned to the scene of his most nightmarish outing a season ago and did give up a two-out single and 

looked like he might get got by his old nemesis, Justin Turner, but the fly ball to left fell short of the track and into Parra’s 

glove for the final out to secure the win. 

Colorado improved to 41-42. 

FINAL STATS: 

German Marquez: 8 IP, 2 H, 1 ER, 0 BB, 9 K 

Adam Ottavino: 1 IP, 1 H, 0 ER, 0 BB (S: 2) 

Ian Desmond: 1-for-4, 1 R, 1 RBI, HR (17) 

DJ LeMahieu: 1-for-4, 1 R 

Trevor Story: 1-for-3, 1 R 

WHAT’S NEXT: 

The Rockies aim for the series sweep on Sunday afternoon. Chad Bettis faces off against Ross Stripling who has had one 

of the most surprisingly successful 2018 campaigns of anyone in MLB so far this season. First pitch at 2:10 Mountain 

Time. 
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Rockies opening day starter draws short straw, demotion to Triple-A 
By Rich Allen - Posted on June 30, 2018 | BSN Denver 
 
DENVER – When the Colorado Rockies selected Jon Gray third overall in 2013, many believed the team had their first 

bonafide ace in the making. When he debuted just two years later, and struck out 16 Padres in a game in Coors Field a 

year after that, the thoughts were affirmed. But no good story lacks adversity. 

While the stuff and talent has always been obvious with Gray, putting all together into a top-of-the-rotation package has 

yet to arrive for the 26-year-old. From an implosion in the 2017 National League Wild Card game to a few high peaks and 

many deep valleys this season, the last nine months for Gray have been a tale of close, but no cigar. Today, the Rockies 

decided their Opening Day starter would need to try to find that fancy nicotine fix in Triple-A Albuquerque, optioning him in 

favor of outfielder Raimel Tapia. 

Tapia earns the promotion after hitting .308/.353/.527 for the Isotopes, and was on pace for a 20 home run 30 stolen base 

season. The 24-year-old joins an already crowded outfield with Charlie Blackmon, Gerardo Parra, Carlos Gonzalez, Noel 

Cuevas and occasionally Ian Desmond vying for time out in the grass. This will be Tapia’s third stint at the MLB level. 

Gray has had a season scarred by unfortunate luck, sporting a batting average on balls in play above .300 and Fielding 

Independent Pitching of 3.07, 2.70 points below his actual ERA. And although he’s striking out 11.6 hitters per nine 

innings, he’s also given up more than 10 hits per full game as well. 

But this doesn’t mean he’s been hit particularly hard, ranking No. 13 in MLB in fWAR, a predictive stat that shows what a 

player’s results should have looked like, regardless of what the true outcome was. 

Per Statcast, Gray ranks 39th out of 218 in MLB in barrels per batted ball event among pitchers with at least 100 such 

events, essentially hard-hit rate. He’s No. 30 in barrels per plate appearance with the same qualifier. 

He’s thrown three starts of seven innings, giving up one run in one game and none in the other two. He’s also had two 

games where he didn’t escape the fourth, and an additional two where he didn’t pitch in the fifth. 

The problem has been damage control. When he’s been on, he’s been the talent that fans were promised. But, when it 

rains, it pours. By FanGraphs metrics, Gray has kept opposing hitters below .230 in low leverage situations, with an OBP 

below .280. Additionally, with empty bases hitters are hitting .266. Not world beating, but respectable. However, as soon 
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as a runner is on, Gray’s opposing batting average shoots up 41 points, and their OBP hits .385. In 15 fewer innings, he’s 

also walked seven more with runners on than not. 

So, Gray will be sent to Albuquerque and the spacious confines of Isotopes Park to limit damage control. In his absence, 

recent call-up Yency Almonte would be a logical option to take his place in the rotation. The 24-year-old made nine starts 

in Triple-A before his promotion on June 24 and has since made two relief appearances. 

Colorado could also turn to Antonio Senzatela who has been getting himself right in the minors. This would require 

another corresponding roster move. 

The Rockies hope Gray can return to the big league team within a month. In the meantime, the team hopes he can figure 

out whatever has caused his subpar outings to spiral into disasters and attempt to tread water in the playoff race while 

they wait. 
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After failing to meet expectations, is time running out for the Rockies? 

By Nick Groke Jun 30, 2018 | The Athletic 

LOS ANGELES — The Rockies plunged into the season’s second half Friday at Dodger Stadium with their hands at their 

sides. No one is waiting to pull them up from the pit of mediocrity. They will sink or soar on their own. 

“There are no magic lifelines out there,” Colorado general manager Jeff Bridich said. “Nobody is going to feel sorry for us 

and nobody will come to our rescue. We have to do it ourselves.” 

And just as their frustrations started to spill over after star third baseman Nolan Arenado expressed his discontent to The 

Athletic this week – “I just get pissed because I don’t want to lose anymore,” he said – the Rockies found some footing. 

Arenado smoked a solo home run to left field in the eighth inning on Friday, one of three solo homers on the night, 

including shots from Pat Valaika and Chris Iannetta, as the Rockies defeated the Dodgers 3-1 in one of their most 

impressive victories of the season. 

Lefty Tyler Anderson pitched eight shutout innings, the longest and most effective outing of his career, as he struck out 

eight with just one walk, and never allowed a runner to reach second base. He was a master of command, striking out 

back-to-back Dodgers in three innings. The top of Los Angeles’ order went 1-for-9 against him, with six Ks. 

“We needed that. We needed a starter to go deeper into games,” Arenado said of Anderson. “It was huge.” 

The Rockies (40-42) won their second consecutive game knowing that they need a longer winning streak to recover a 

foothold in the National League West. The Diamondbacks remain seven games ahead of Colorado with 80 games left 

before October RSVPs are due. 

Still, a more pressing timeline looms with baseball’s trade deadline one month away. The Rockies are stuck wondering 

what to make of their chances as a club on the bubble between contending and fading. Jobs are on the line. 

At least four Rockies will play out the next month with questions about their future. Second baseman DJ LeMahieu, 

outfielders Carlos González and Gerardo Parra, and reliever Adam Ottavino are each scheduled for free agency after this 

season. If Colorado plays its way back into contention, it will likely be because of their contributions. If the club fades 

toward irrelevancy, all four may be knee deep in trade rumors. 

“If I’m not here in the future,” LeMahieu said, “I definitely want to go out strong. I want to go out on a team that makes the 

playoffs. That’s my focus right now. And I think we have the talent in the room to do it.” 
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On Thursday, LeMahieu (above) blasted a two-run homer at the top of the ninth to put Colorado up for good in a 9-8 

victory over the Giants. The win snapped a four-game skid, a streak that reminded the Rockies how deep they had fallen. 

Within three weeks, they sank from first place to fourth. 

“We were on a mission,” LeMahieu said. 

Unlike a year ago, when the Dodgers entered the stratosphere in the middle of summer with an insurmountable lead in 

the West, no team is running away with the NL West this season. It is a winnable division, teasing the Rockies with a 

chance to contend for their first division title in 25 years. 

Colorado manager Bud Black has said repeatedly that the West will be in play all the way to late September. But the 

Rockies are not yet on that timeline. And if, over the next three weeks, they cannot make up ground, they may discover 

it’s not worth the risk to trade for help at the deadline. 

“I don’t think that’s the case for the Rockies,” González said. “Because even with the struggles, we’re not too far from our 

goal. Doing that would be against what everybody is expecting.” 

González re-signed with Colorado in March on a one-year deal because Bridich recognized a need for a veteran slugger 

in right field. He is the kind of player that a team with playoff aspirations can rally behind, a lovable leader who can carry 

his weight at the plate. 

Parra, too, carries value as a fourth outfielder. He is a dependable defender in the outfield who can handle a bat and won’t 

rattle in stressful situations. Ottavino is among the best relievers in baseball with a 1.46 ERA. Together, they make up a 

core that helped the Rockies reach the postseason a year ago before falling in a one-game wild-card playoff at Arizona. 

“Last year was a good year, but a lot of people are expecting better things this year,” González said. “Our goal is to keep 

making strides and win games and go all the way to October with the same guys or even stronger players to make this 

team better.” 

Bridich is left to contemplate the ifs. If his club was significantly worse or better, his path would be clearer. Instead, they 

are straddling the middle. On Friday, in response to Arenado’s frustration, the general manager volleyed back at the 

clubhouse. 

“I still very much believe this team can go on a run,” he said. “There have been other teams this year who’ve done that, in 

our division even. Arizona had a tough May and they rebounded and put their big-boy pants on and they righted the ship 

and they’re in first place now. This team can do the same. It will be on the individuals in the locker room to do that.” 
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So the Rockies plod on, trying to make up ground in the West, a division that has perplexed them all season. They are 15-

20 collectively against the D-backs, Dodgers, Giants and Padres. 

For now the Rockies are 6-4 in their last 10 games and are showing signs of life. 

“If we were at this point in the past, we’d be very excited for where we are,” LeMahieu said. “But we have high 

expectations for ourselves. We see the talent in the room and we’re frustrated we’re not where we should be. But I think 

we can get there.” 
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A Gray Area; Rockies Send Jon To AAA to Find Consistency 
TRACY RINGOLSBY - JUNE 30, 2018 | InsideTheSeams.com 
 
Right-hander Jon Gray's potential is such that the Rockies selected him for the honor of starting the last two 

Opening Days. He was the pitcher they aligned the rotation to have ready to start in the wild-card game at 

Arizona last October. 

In what is Gray's third season in the big leagues, however, the potential could not outweigh the inconsistency. 

Gray was sent to Triple-A Albuquerque on Saturday. His roster spot was initially filled by calling up outfielder 

Raimel Tapia, giving manager Bud Black an extra player off the bench for the next three games. 

tapia hit .308 with 10 home runs and 48 RBI in 74 games at Albuquerque this year, and hit .283 in stints with the 

Rockies the past two seasons.  

On Tuesday, however, the Rockies will need someone to take Gray's spot in the rotation and start against the 

Giants at Coors Field. Antonio Senzatela, who opened the season in the Rockies bullpen but was sent to Triple-A 

the first week of May to build up the durability to be able to step into the rotation, is in place to be Gray's 

replacement. 

Senzatela, like Gray, started on Thursday, albeit Senzatela started for the Isotopes. Pitching against Sacramento 

in Albuquerque, which like Denver has an altitude of roughly 5,280 feet, he worked 7 2/3 shutout innings, 

allowing three hits and a walk. 

While he has battled a groin strain, he is 3-1 with a 2.15 ERA in eight starts, and in the last three injury-free 

starts he is 3-0, having allowed two earned runs in 19 2/3 innings. The fact he was able to go 7 2/3 innings on 

Thursday would seem to underscore that he is healthy. 

SENZATELA'S ALBUQUERQUE ADVENTURE 

DATE OPP W L IP H R ER HR BB SO 
May 5 ELP 0 0 4 2 1 1 1 1 8 
May 10 @RNO 1 0 5 4 0 0 0 2 4 
May 15 @LV 1 0 5 5 3 3 0 1 6 
May 26 @SAC 0 1 6 4 1 1 0 0 6 
May 31 FRE 0 0 6 5 1 1 0 2 9 
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DATE OPP W L IP H R ER HR BB SO 
June 6 @IOW 0 0 0.2 2 2 2 0 2 0 
Saturday @FRE 0 0 3.1 4 2 1 0 3 5 
Thursday SAC 1 0 7.2 3 0 0 0 1 4 
ERA 2.15 Totals 3 1 37.2 29 10 9 1 12 42 

In this, his third big-league season, the inconsistency of Gray grew. 

He would dominate teams on good days. He is 7-0 with a 2.57 ERA in the eight games he has started that the 

Rockies have won, and eliminate his no decision in Thursday's 9-8 victory when DJ LeMahieu delivered a two-

run home run in the top of the ninth at AT&T Park, and he has a 1.80 ERA in the seven starts in which he has 

earned the win. 

In the nine games he has started that the Rockies have lost, Gray's ERA is 9.42. Add in the no decision at AT&T 

Park, and in the 10 games in which he was not credited with a win, Gray's ERA is 9.57. 

GRAY'S BLACK AND WHITE 

Losses Opponent Result L ERA IP H R ER HR BB SO #Pit 
March 29 Opponent L 8-2 1 6.75 4 6 3 3 0 3 4 86 
April 9 SD L 7-6 1 10 5 10 7 7 2 1 6 83 
April 14 @Was L 6-2 1 9.2 5.2 8 5 5 1 1 6 94 
April 20 ChC L 16-5 1 9.61 5 8 7 6 1 3 1 82 
May 13 Mil L 7-3 1 9.72 5.1 10 6 6 1 1 10 101 
May 19 @SF L 9-4 1 10.05 3.2 9 5 5 0 1 4 78 
May 30 SF L 7-4 0 10.13 3.1 6 4 4 0 3 5 91 
June 12 @Phi L 5-4 1 9.47 6 3 4 4 1 4 10 108 
June 17 @Tex L 13-12 0 9.42 5 6 6 5 1 1 9 92 
   L ERA INN H R ER HR BB SO #PIT 
Totals   7 9.42 43 66 47 45 7 18 55 815 
             

Wins Opponent Result W ERA IP H R ER HR BB SO #Pit 
April 4 @SD W 5-2 1 0 7 4 0 0 0 0 7 93 
April 25 SD W 5-2 1 0 6 3 0 0 0 1 11 101 
May 1 @ChC W 3-1 1 0.45 7 3 1 1 1 1 6 96 
May 8 LAA W 4-2 1 0.33 7 4 0 0 0 1 8 99 
May 25 Cin W 5-4 1 1.36 6 6 4 4 1 3 8 100 
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Losses Opponent Result L ERA IP H R ER HR BB SO #Pit 
June 6 @Cin W 6-3 1 1.89 5 7 3 3 0 3 5 101 
June 22 Mia W 11-3 1 1.8 7 8 1 1 1 0 12 99 
June 28 @SF W 9-8 0 2.57 4 7 5 5 1 2 7 71 
   W ERA INN H R ER HR BB SO #PIT 
Totals   7 2.57 49 42 14 14 4 11 64 760 

"Jon's inconsistency from game to game was a trouble for us," said manager Bud Black. "We would see flashes. 

... Jon couldn't seem to get it togehter. He needs to understand he needs to pitch well." 

The Rockies first-round pick in the 2013 draft -- the third player selected -- Gray is 27-23 in the big leagues, 27-

21 if you exclude his late season debut in 2015 when he was 0-2 in nine starts.  

He set the franchise record with 16 strikeouts against the Padres on Sept. 17, 2016, two more strikeouts than the 

previous record set by Darryl Kile on Aug. 20, 1998 against the Expos. 

Gray ranks second to Pedro Astacio with 12 games of 10-or-more strikeouts. Astacio had 15. Ubaldo Jimenez, 

with 10 multi-strikeout games as a member of the Rockies, is the only other player with a double-figure total 

STEEEEEE-RIKE THREE 

Career Total   Single Games    

Pitcher 10+ Ks  Player Date Opp SO 
Pedro Astacio 15 games  Jon Gray 9/17/2016 SD 16 
Jon Gray 12 games  Darryl Kile 8/20/1998 Mon 14 
Ubaldo Jimenez 10 games  Shawn Chacon 6/7/2001 Hou 13 
Jorge De La Rosa 6 games  Ubaldo Jimenez 5/3/2010 SD 13 
Tyler Anderson 2 games  Pedro Astacio 9/14/1997 Atl 12 
Tyler Chatwood 2 games  Pedro Astacio 8/1/2000 ChC 12 
John Thomson 2 games  Jhoulys Chacin 6/27/2010 LAA 12 
Darryl Kile 2 games  Jorge De La Rosa 5/9/2009 Fla 12 
German Marquez 2 games  Jon Gray 6/5/2016 SD 12 
   Jon Gray 6/22/2018 Mia 12 
   Darryl Kile 8/30/1998 ChC 12 
   John Thomson 10/7/2001 SD 12 
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A year ago, Gray opened the season trying to pitch despite a stress fracture in his left foot. after three starts, in 

which he had no decisions but the Rockies won, Gray was placed on the disabled list. When he was activated on 

June 30 a year ago, the Rockies had reason to believe he turned the corner.  

In 17 starts the remainder of the season he was 10-4 with a 3.58 ERA. With the Rockies battling for the second 

wild-card spot, Gray had seven quality starts in his final nine starts of the regular season. 

The Rockies expected Gray to build off that in 2018. The growth, however, did not happen, which led the 

organization to decide to send Gray back to Albuquerque to see if he could master the consistency necessary to 

succeed at the big-league level. 

HOPES OF 2017 

Date Opponent  W L IP H R ER HR BB SO 
6/30/2017 @Ari W 6-3 1 0 6 7 2 2 1 1 10 
7/5/2017 Cin W 5-3 1 0 5.2 8 3 2 0 1 5 
7/14/2017 @NYM L 14-2 0 1 2 9 8 8 0 3 1 
7/19/2017 SD W 18-4 1 0 6 7 4 4 1 2 7 
7/25/2017 @StL L 3-2 0 0 5 8 2 2 1 0 6 
7/30/2017 @Was L 3-1 0 1 7 4 3 3 2 1 8 
8/5/2017 Phi W 8-5 1 0 7 6 1 1 0 1 4 
8/11/2017 @Mia L 6-3 0 0 5.2 8 3 3 1 2 4 
8/16/2017 Atl W 17-2 1 0 6 5 2 2 0 2 6 
8/22/2017 @KC L 3-2 0 1 6.2 6 3 2 0 1 6 
8/27/2017 @Atl W 3-0 1 0 6 5 0 0 0 2 7 
9/2/2017 Ari L 6-2 0 1 5 5 3 3 1 3 6 
9/7/2017 @LAD W 9-1 1 0 6 4 1 1 0 2 3 
9/12/2017 @Ari W 4-2 1 0 7 7 2 2 1 0 10 
9/17/2017 SD L 4-3 0 0 5 2 0 0 0 1 7 
9/22/2017 @SD W 4-1 1 0 6 5 1 1 0 1 8 
9/27/2017 Mia W 15-9 1 0 6 6 3 3 1 0 5 
   W L INN H R ER HR BB SO 
Totals ERA 3.58   10 4 98 102 41 39 9 23 103 
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Coors Field is surprisingly not to blame for Jon Gray’s struggles 

Gray’s issues go far deeper than what particular ballpark he is pitching in. 
By FIPmyWHIP@FIPmyWHIP - Jun 30, 2018, 12:00pm EDT | BeyondTheBoxscore.com 
 

The park pitchers hate pitching at the most is almost universally Coors Field. According to ESPN it has been the most 

hitter-friendly ballpark since 2012. Although it’s not the most home run friendly park, it does lend it’s fair share of home 

runs and has been notorious for doing so. 

Jon Gray has inherited the unlucky task of trying to be the Colorado Rockiesace. With a 5.52 ERA, ranked third worst 

among qualifiers so far this season, it’s hard to give him that label. He’s certainly trying, but with close to half of his starts 

at Coors Field, it’s a steep uphill climb. 

The one killer at Coors field is hard-hit fly balls because they usually turn into extra base hits and often home runs. This 

year Gray has a career low in soft contact rate and the highest hard contact rate the past three seasons. 

FanGraphs 

It’s not like Gray’s other numbers aren’t there; he’s striking out batters at a 29 percent clip and his walk rate is seven 

percent, which is hardly any change from last season’s numbers. He has a career low in left on base percentage and a 

career high in home runs per fly ball rate, though, which is often a recipe for disaster, especially at Coors. Yet we cannot 

blame Coors alone as he only pitches roughly half of his starts there, which means the other half have at least some 

pitcher friendly ballparks in there. 
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Out of his 17 starts, only five of them has he allowed less than three runs. Some of these starts are at Coors field while 

others are at places like Philadelphia and Cincinnati, not well known hitter-friendly ballparks. Ironically, you could say he’s 

struggling worse on the road than at home. 

Gray’s Home/Away Splits 

Splits Home Away 
   

Innings 44.2 47.1 

Runs 29 32 

XBH 19 18 

Home Runs 6 5 

Walks 13 16 

Strikeouts 61 58 

Diving into what’s causing Gray’s struggles seems to stem from his fastball. He uses it around 51 percent of the time but it 

has a .428 wOBA against it. He has given up seven of the 11 (63.6%) total home runs off the fastball, three of the four 

triples, 12 out of the 22 (54.5%) doubles, and 37 of the 71 (52.1%) singles he’s allowed. 

So while, yes, his fastball is used 50 percent of the time, it’s allowing far more than 50 percent of the hits. Also, 64 percent 

of his 28 walks have come off the fastball as well. To sum it up, the results off his fastball are far worse than should be 

expected. 

Now, what is making his fastball so bad? Well, it’s a combination of things. First is location. As you can see in the chart 

below, he’s putting a high amount of pitches right over the center of the plate. Even with Gray’s 95 mph average velocity, 

it’s still going to be crushed when you put it there that often. He has located a good amount of his pitches on the edges of 

the zone, which is exactly what you want, but he’s still putting too many pitches in the center. 
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Baseball Savant 

Secondly is a change in release point. It has shifted about a half of an inch up and an inch and a half further away from 

his body, which may not sound like a lot, but it has profound effects on how you pitch. 

Brooks Baseball 

He’s lost horizontal and vertical movement on all four of his pitches, with exception to his slider’s horizontal movement, 

which has increased slightly. 



    

34 
 

Adding to the puzzle is that batters are making far less contact both in and out of the zone. He’s dropped his out of zone 

contact rate by 17 percent and his zone contact rate has dipped a full five percent. His zone percentage has only dropped 

less than a percent and batters are swinging at almost the exact same rate as what they were last year. 

Additionally, he’s increased his swinging strike rate by over four percent and he’s not throwing any more balls than he did 

last year. So, what gives? Why is he struggling if nothing has really changed besides the release point? 

One thing that’s very noticeable is that is that his wOBA ticks up a bit with runners on base. In reality, most of the issues 

Gray has is a trickle-down effect from his poor preforming fastball. When they ambush the fastball in any count, with a 

total of two or less balls and/or strikes, batters have a .418 batting average against, a .718 slugging percentage, and a 

isolated power of .300. 

While the release point is likely responsible for at least some of Gray’s struggles these first three months of the season, 

the fastball being ambushed for power is really what’s killing him. He has begun adjusting to that, though, slightly 

decreasing his fastball usage early in counts and increasing his other three pitches usage, especially the changeup, over 

the past nine starts. 

While it’s hard to watch Gray struggle, at the base of his game almost everything is there. A lot of it has to do with chance 

and an adjustment in release point. However, if he can get that under control while commanding the fastball better and 

lean less on it early in counts, I am confident Gray will return to last year’s form and likely even better than that. 
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