
Inbox: Is Ramirez's slow start cause for concern? 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
@fmjosh 
 I realize any player can get off to a slow start, but it's not something we usually see from Jose, right? Any concerns there? Him coming back to 
earth? (not that anyone thought he was necessarily playing above his head) #IndiansInbox 
 
The Indians are 9.9 percent of the way through their 162-game regular season schedule, so it's still too early to make any sweeping 
conclusions about any individuals in the lineup. I could sit here and detail all the reasons why Player X is struggling and then -- one week later -
- a hot streak might make it look like he's enjoying a strong April all along. 
 
Jose Ramirez is a great example, too. Through his first nine games, including a handful in near-freezing temperatures in Cleveland, the All-Star 
third baseman was sporting a .061 batting average. Ramirez then hit .357 with three home runs, more walks (five) than strikeouts (two) and a 
1.133 OPS over his next seven contests for the Tribe. 
 
Ramirez is still digging his way out of that early April slump, and I'd expect him to keep seeing his slash line regress positively. As far as 
Ramirez's production at the start of seasons past, there may be a little bit of recency bias here. If it feels like Ramirez usually gets off to a hot 
start, that could be because he hit .330 with a .982 OPS in the first month a year ago. 
 
Over the course of Ramirez's career, however, he has been roughly league average (99 weighted runs created plus) in the season's first 
month. He also has an 83 wRC+ in his career in May, indicating he's hit 17 percent below average in that particular month. Ramirez has shown 
that, as the weather heats up, so does his bat. In his career, Ramirez has been well above average in June (130 wRC+), July (116), August 
(112) and September (146). 
 
Now, while it's too premature to do a deep dive into Ramire'z 2018 statistics, it's not too early to look for what has troubled him in the batter's 
box to date. Through Wednesday, for example, Ramirez had turned in a .303 slugging percentage on all varieties of fastballs, per Statcast™. 
Last season, when the third baseman ended third in American League MVP voting, he tortured fastballs to the tune of a .648 slugging 
percentage. 
Nathan Carder 
@nathan_carder 
 It’s very early in the season, but do you think the front office will be aggressive before the trade deadline this year? Reliever (or two) and a bat 
for the lineup? #IndiansInbox 
 
The Edwin Encarnacion free-agent signing aside two winters ago, the Indians' modus operandi over the past few years has been to target 
specific needs ahead of both the non-waiver Trade Deadline (July 31) and waiver deadline (Aug. 31). In 2016, Cleveland added Andrew Miller 
and Brandon Guyer for a slew of prospects. Last year, the Tribe reeled in Jay Bruce and Joe Smith. I'd expect the Indians to take a similar 
approach later this summer, especially when needs for October may be more easily identified. 
 
Indians chairman and CEO Paul Dolan addressed that topic during Spring Training. 
 
"I would be shocked," Dolan said, "if a Bruce-like opportunity surfaced, where we had an obvious need and a high-quality player like Bruce was 
available, and we didn't have to surrender prospects to get him, I'd be very surprised if we didn't act on that. I have no idea whether or not we 
would consider a high-volume prospect [deal] -- an Andrew Miller-like deal." 
@RyanSito2274 
 Why isn’t Mejia up in the majors yet? Are they Trying to get him more exposure on other positions? We can use a hitter right now!!!! 
 
Ryan, take a deep breath and dial back on the exclamation points. I get why Tribe fans are frustrated right now. The Indians have a 72 wRC+ 
as a team with a .214/.285/.381 slash line and have averaged 3.5 runs per game. It's been brutal and the offensive drought has been lineup-
wide. All of that said, do not expect Cleveland to make any rash decisions after fewer than 20 games. 
 
With so many players slumping, the better approach is to give this more time to allow the hitters -- guys with established track records of 
success over full seasons -- to get back on track. Then, when it's a little deeper into the schedule, it will be easier to take a step back and see 
which areas are truly in need of an upgrade. 
 
@wizard_of_izz 
 I like the excitement and think there should be more of it from players while rounding the bases. Lindor says he’s not showing anyone up and I 
believe him. What constitutes going over the line in your unwritten rule interpretation? 
 
Jay, if I wrote here what was "over the line," then these wouldn't be unwritten rules anymore! Kidding aside, I absolutely loved the passion that 
Francisco Lindor showed around the bases following his home run on Tuesday night in Puerto Rico. He may never have the chance to 
experience a moment like that again in front of his true home crowd. The stadium was in a frenzy and the scene was spectacular. Maybe there 
are times when bat flips or on-field antics feel unnecessary -- during a lopsided game with no postseason-picture consequences, perhaps -- but 
Lindor's jubilant jaunt was not one of those moments. 
@i4tribe 
 @MLBastian Any update on Mike Napoli ? he went for the MRI .. nothing on local news here . 



Indians manager Terry Francona did not have the specifics of Mike Napoli's right knee injury as of Wednesday, except to note that it was a 
"significant" setback for the veteran first baseman. Napoli injured his knee while playing for Triple-A Columbus on Tuesday and it was serious 
enough to warrant carting him off the field. If this is the end of the road for Napoli's playing career, Francona still feels the former All-Star can 
make an impact in the next phase of his career. 
@JMohler32 
 Tribe still subscribing to drafting college bats (Zimmer/Naquin) over high school? 
 
The Indians have not shied away from high school players in recent MLB Drafts, especially in the early rounds. Dating back to 2011, when 
Lindor was Cleveland's top pick out of Montverde Academy in Florida, the Indians have taken a prep star with four of their seven picks. If you 
look at the club's top three picks in the past seven Drafts combined, 13 out of 21 players (62 percent) were picked out of high schools. One 
more, Brady Aiken (2015), was rehabbing a left elbow injury post-high school when he was drafted by the Tribe. Overall, the Indians seem to 
take a more balanced approach deeper into the Draft -- with a slight tilt toward collegiate athletes in the middle rounds. 
@ESTurner13 
 I know jerseys are pitcher’s choice but why do all of our pitcher (except Bauer) always choose the navy jerseys? Good luck? Just like them? I 
want to see the road grays! #IndiansInbox 
 
There is not much to it other than the personal preference of the starting pitchers, as you mentioned. It is worth noting that the Indians wore the 
navy blue tops throughout their run to the World Series in 2016 and also during the 22-game winning streak last summer. Baseball players are 
creatures of routine, habit and superstition, so you will often see them stick with a jersey when things are going well. 
 
Takeaways from an eye-opening trip to Puerto Rico fo r the Indians 
By Zack Meisel 4h ago  4   
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — Yan Gomes is an avid soccer fan, so he knows a thing or two about boisterous crowds. Gomes said the 
environment at Hiram Bithorn Stadium matched his lofty expectations. 
 
During the late innings of the game Wednesday — OK, technically it would’ve been the middle and late innings of the 16-inning marathon — 
fans pounded away at bongos and shook maracas. They kept the uptempo rhythm intact for much of the final couple of hours of the game. 
There was whistling, chanting, singing. A brass band occasionally played in foul territory in left field between innings. During one performance, 
Francisco Lindor turned toward the crowd and squeezed in a brief salsa dance from his shortstop position. 
 
Simply put, it was a fun atmosphere. Baseball could use more of that. Every game should be an event, not a formality. 
 
Puerto Rico hadn’t hosted a major-league game since 2010. A 2016 Pirates-Marlins series was relocated to Miami because of concerns about 
the Zika virus. 
 
Maybe this should be an annual event, or perhaps even more frequent than that. It could help to combat Mother Nature’s April spell. It could 
help to spread the game’s good gospel. It would certainly be well-received in San Juan. The two games this week rivaled a postseason setting. 
 
Really, it seems like a no-brainer. 
 
Here are some other takeaways from the trip to Puerto Rico. 
 
Face of the game: Terry Francona told Lindor to speak up if his jam-packed schedule was bogging him down or sapping him of brainpower. 
Lindor pushed through it, as he always does, despite constantly being yanked in a million directions. 
 
He might not need an official coronation, but his two-run homer couldn’t have served as a more fitting statement to the league that he’s a prime 
candidate to be the face of the sport. Really, what criterion is he lacking? He swings a potent bat. He wields a highlight-producing glove. He 
constantly flashes a recognizable smile. He connects with a wide range of teammates and fans with his grasp of both English and Spanish. He 
attracts eyeballs with the emotion he expresses every time he steps foot onto the diamond. 
 
He’s polished and intelligent, always in control of the message he wants to relay. As Lindor delivered a moving message about kids following 
their dreams, I peered over at his agent. He was smiling like a proud father. 
 
When Jason Kipnis made a dazzling defensive play to preserve the deadlock Wednesday, Lindor jogged toward his middle infield partner, 
slapped hands with Kipnis, raced toward the dugout, turned around and greeted each teammate coming off the field. Two innings earlier, he 
snagged a line drive that otherwise would have produced the winning run and before any Indians fan could exhale, he launched the baseball 
deep into the stands. 
 
Incredibly, he never seemed to tire, even after the gauntlet of interviews, events, family requests and — oh, yeah — the games. This was the 
perfect showcase for Lindor, the perfect initiation for his ascent toward international superstardom. He aced it, and his home run earned him 
extra credit. 
 
 
It's incredible that Francisco Lindor didn't miss the games in Puerto Rico with hand cramps. (Zack Meisel/The Athletic) 



The right stuff: A few hours before Carlos Carrasco dug his right cleat into the dirt in front of the mound at Hiram Bithorn Stadium, he tore open 
a few cardboard boxes down the left-field line. 
 
He grabbed a pile of T-shirts and handed them out, one by one, to kids in the stands. He scooped up a stack of Indians caps and did the same. 
This is nothing new for Carrasco, who seems to be contributing to the community in some fashion every day. 
 
In fact, Carrasco was honored earlier in the week for his foundation’s aid to Puerto Rico. The governor of Puerto Rico mailed Carrasco a letter 
in late March to thank him for his assistance. This week, the vice mayor presented him with a gift. 
 
That’s what this trip was about — in addition to the two games against the Twins. That’s why authorities on the island prioritized the game 
Wednesday night, despite the lack of power throughout the area. It was a welcome distraction, one fans had circled long before Sept. 20, the 
initial day of devastation. 
 
The Indians didn’t get the chance to observe some of the most afflicted areas, but just riding to the airport or to Lindor’s elementary school, one 
could spot plenty of blue tarps masquerading as roofs, plenty of piles of loose debris and damaged buildings. 
 
The team donated a postseason share — a little more than $37,000 — to two relief efforts. The Wives Association also presented a $4,000 
check to a local institution for abused women in Puerto Rico. Paul Dolan helped to plant trees. Lindor and Roberto Pérez attended a Habitat for 
Humanity event in which MLB unveiled new mobile response units to support home construction and repairs across the island. 
 
That’ll leave a mark: Including the plunking Wednesday, Brandon Guyer has been hit by a pitch in 16 major-league ballparks during his regular-
season career, which spans only 425 games. 
 
Rotating: The Indians’ starting pitchers own a collective 2.74 ERA, the third-best mark of any rotation in baseball, behind the Astros and Red 
Sox. More impressive is how reliable the group has been. Indians starters have surrendered more than two runs just three times in 16 games. 
 
0 runs allowed: 4 times 
1 run allowed: 4 times 
2 runs allowed: 5 times 
3+ runs allowed: 3 times 
Corey Kluber, per usual, sets the tone. Through four starts, the two-time Cy Young Award winner has logged a 1.52 ERA while limiting the 
opposition to a .155/.202/.243 slash line, the sort of statistics achieved when you set your video game on rookie mode. 
 
One other rotation note: The off-day Thursday allows the Indians to push back Josh Tomlin’s next start until Tuesday at Progressive Field. 
Trevor Bauer, Mike Clevinger, Kluber and Carrasco are slated to pitch the four games in Baltimore. 
 
If you needed more motivation: Before the series began, hitting coach Ty Van Burkleo relayed a message to the team’s position players: Don’t 
strike out, because the stadium’s vast foul territory creates a long, miserable walk back to the dugout. 
 
Good company: Prior to the first pitch Tuesday, a lineup of Puerto Rican greats gathered on the infield. The group included Carlos Beltrán, 
Carlos Delgado, Juan González, José Vidro and Bernie Williams, who performed the national anthem. 
 
“I played with a couple of ’em,” Francona said. “I coached a couple of ’em. It was fun to see all of ’em. There was some pretty good baseball 
talent lined up right there.” 
 
Lynchburg Hillcats prospect Justin Garza earns Caro lina honors: Cleveland Indians Minors 
By Branson Wright, The Plain Dealer 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Lynchburg Hillcats righthander Justin Garza was named Advanced-A Carolina League Pitcher of the Week for the week 
of April 5-15. 
 
Garza, a Cleveland Indians draft pick in 2015, has not allowed a run in two starts this season. Garza won his first start when he pitched five 
scoreless innings and struck out seven. He pitched five scoreless innings and struck out five and received a no-decision in his most recent 
start. 
Garza has allowed just four hits over 10 total innings. He's walked only two hitters and has 12 strikeouts. Carolina League opponents are hitting 
.125 against him. 
 
Garza had Tommy John surgery in 2015 while in college. Despite the surgery, the Indians drafted him in the eighth round of the 2015 MLB 
Amateur Draft. Once drafted, he  immediately got to work on his recovery process and three years later, Garza has pitched just fine. 
 
He leads the league in WHIP (0.60) and ranks fourth in fewest baserunners per nine innings pitched ratio (6.30). 
 
This is Garza's first season on this level. He played for Class A Lake County in 2017 and went 4-6 with a 5.83 ERA in his first fully healthy 
season since the surgery. 
 



Super starters: The Hillcats starting rotation is on a streak of six consecutive starts in which they have gone five or more innings, and allowed 
one earned run or fewer. In the team's six victories, they have allowed a combined six runs, including tossing three shutouts. Garza (0.00), Sam 
Hentges (0.56), and Tanner Tully (1.50) all sport top 10 ERAs in the Carolina League. 
 
Welcome to the club: Infielder Dillon Persinger came up big for the Hillcats in his Advanced-A debut just hours after his arrival from Lake 
County earlier this week. Starting at second base, Persinger had a two-hit game, scoring the Hillcats first run, and knocking a two-run double to 
provide a pair of critical insurance runs. 
 
Columbus Clippers have 'Superman' in Brandon Barnes: Cleveland Indians Minors (video) 
By Branson Wright, The Plain Dealer 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Outfielder Brandon Barnes is not exactly off to a flying start for the Columbus Clippers, but he's hitting .300 with four 
doubles, six RBIs, and six runs in 11 games. 
 
"It's just a start," said Barnes. "If you start 0-for-40 or 40-for-40, there's so much baseball to be played and you have to stay level headed," 
Barnes said. "You have to stay with your approach and remain level headed every day." 
 
But flying is something Barnes is familiar with since his time with the Houston Astros in 2013. His aggressive play in the outfield earned Barnes 
a nickname that remains. 
 
"I ended up diving all over the place making some cool catches," Barnes said. "Justin Maxwell ended up calling me Superman. I never really 
had a nickname. Getting the nickname Superman is cool because he's a pretty cool super hero." 
Barnes signed with the Cleveland Indians in November. He played 465 games in the majors with the Astros and Rockies. Barnes spent last 
season with Miami's Class AAA club in New Orleans, hitting.276 (113-for-410) with 11 homers and 49 RBI in 109 games.   
 
Barnes, 31,  is a native of Anaheim, California. He was a highly-rated defensive back in high school and made a verbal commitment to play at 
UCLA, but de-committed when a coaching change was made and committed to baseball at a junior college. He was drafted by the Astros in 
2005.  
 
 
Big hurt: Mike Napoli went down with a right knee injury on Monday at Huntington Park while playing first base. Napoli hurt his knee while 
chasing a foul pop up. Columbus manager Chris Tremie told the Columbus Dispatch that the injury didn't look great. The Indians were 
expecting an update on Friday, but there are concerns it is career-threatening. 
 
Two-for-two: After losing his first start, Clippers pitcher Adam Plutko has been solid with consecutive victories in his last two outings. Plutko has 
been great in his last two starts. He gave up three hits, one walk and had three strikeouts in six innings in the Clippers' victory Wednesday. In 
his previous start, Plutko allowed one hit and struck out eight in seven innings. 
 
Abominable bunts notwithstanding, Cleveland Indians hitters can still lay them down 
By Joe Noga, cleveland.comjnoga@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- It seems the Cleveland Indians have had a lot of trouble lately getting sacrifice bunts down in big at-bats with the game 
on the line. But since 2013 the Tribe ranks in the top half of the American League in advancing baserunners by utilizing one of the game's most 
fundamental plays. 
 
And there is no shortage of Indians hitters who have had their share of success when asked to bunt late in games. 
 
Yes, when Francisco Lindor, Greg Allen and Rajai Davis all fail to get bunts down in critical situations, the shortcoming is magnified. Especially 
in a close game, such as Wednesday's marathon 16-inning loss to Minnesota in Puerto Rico. 
But, per Statcast, in the last six seasons, Indians bunters have successfully moved runners to third base nearly 30 times in the eighth inning or 
later when facing a situation with a runner on second base and nobody out. 
 
Jose Ramirez, Roberto Perez and Lonnie Chisenhall have each bunted successfully three times in that scenario in the last five seasons. Lindor 
has done it twice. 
 
Most recently, Lindor collected Cleveland's lone sac bunt of 2018 on April 8 against Kansas City. Lindor's bunt moved Bradley Zimmer to third 
with nobody out in the bottom of the eighth inning against Royals reliever Justin Grimm. Zimmer eventually scored the game-tying run on Jose 
Ramirez's RBI groundout as the Tribe went on to win, 3-1. 
 
Lindor led the league with 13 sacrifice bunts in 99 games as a rookie in 2015. He tallied three sac bunts in 2016 and five more last year. It's as 
much a part of his game as his defense or last season's 33-home run outburst. 
 
"If that's what it takes, I'm going to do it," Lindor told cleveland.com in May 2017. "I don't care. I'm going to do it." 
 
 



On Wednesday, the Indians had the go-ahead run at second base with nobody out three different times after the 10th inning. In all three 
instances, Tribe bunters failed to advance the runner to third base. 
 
In the 10th inning, pinch runner Rajai Davis was at second after Roberto Perez reached on an infield hit and advanced on Brian Dozier's 
throwing error. Pinch hitter Greg Allen failed to get a bunt down in fair territory on the first pitch he saw from Twins reliever Zach Duke. Allen 
then took a called strike and swung and missed at strike three. Davis was eventually stranded at third after a groundout by Brandon Guyer and 
a fly out by Jason Kipnis. 
In the 12th, Yonder Alonso led off with a base hit, and pinch runner Erik Gonzalez advanced to second on a wild pitch by Minnesota's Ryan 
Pressly with Davis at the plate. Davis took a called strike and then fouled off a bunt attempt before popping out to left field. 
 
In the 15th, Lindor let perhaps Cleveland's best scoring opportunity fall by the wayside after Yan Gomes led off the frame with a double and 
Guyer got plunked in the helmet, giving the Tribe runners at first and second with nobody out. Lindor took a called first strike from Twins reliever 
Alan Busenitz before failing to get a bunt down in fair territory. With two strikes, Lindor fouled a pitch away before striking out on a Busenitz 
curveball. Kipnis followed by grounding into an inning-ending double play. 
 
It was a frustrating microcosm of what has become a bigger trend in the last two seasons. The Indians, once the American League's bunting 
kings under manager Terry Francona, have started to slip back to the pack. 
 
Cleveland led the American League in sac bunts in two of Francona's first three seasons at the helm. The number of total team sac bunts has 
dropped drastically from a high of 51 in 2014 to last season's low of 23. 
 
Indians sac bunts by season since 2013 
(AL rank in parenthesis) 
2013 - 31 (7th) 
2014 - 51 (1st) 
2015 - 47 (1st) 
2016 - 31 (3rd) 
2017 - 23 (5th) 
2018 - 1 (T7th) 
Roberto Perez is among Cleveland's most consistent bunters. 
Personnel and player development could have a lot to do with the shift in recent years. When Ramirez and Lindor were newcomers, they were 
asked to bunt more. But as they developed into hitters with more power potential, Francona has opted to play for the big inning more often. 
 
Indians sac bunt team leaders by season since 2013 
2013 - Mike Aviles (7) 
2014 - Jose Ramirez (13) 
2015 - Francisco Lindor (13) 
2016 - Jason Kipnis, Roberto Perez (5) 
2017 - Francisco Lindor (5) 
2018 - Francisco Lindor (1) 
 
Indians most sac bunts since 2013 
Mike Aviles - 23 
Francisco Lindor - 22 
Jose Ramirez - 19 
Roberto Perez - 19 
Jason Kipnis - 17 
Michael Bourn - 15 
Lonnie Chisenhall - 13 
Manager Terry Francona said he wants to see Bradley Zimmer add bunting to his repertoire. 
Last season, bunting played a key role in Cleveland's walk-off win against Boston on Aug. 21. After Brandon Guyer led off the bottom of the 
ninth inning with a double, Perez sacrificed him to third. Red Sox first baseman Brock Holt's throwing error allowed Guyer to score the game-
winning run. 
But with power hitters such as Mike Napoli (34 home runs in 2016) and Edwin Encarnacion (38 HR in 2017) in the lineup, Francona has seen 
the necessity to bunt runners over drop late in games. 
 
Still, the Indians have a number of capable bunters on the roster, including Kipnis, Perez and Chisenhall. Bradley Zimmer recently bunted for a 
base hit against Detroit lefty Daniel Norris, and Francona said he would encourage more of the same from the speedy young outfielder. 
 
Whether or not Zimmer and his teammates can come through this year when a big run is on base remains to be seen. 
 
Cleveland Indians, Baltimore Orioles series preview,  pitching matchups 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com  



BALTIMORE - Here is the preview and pitching matchups for the series between the Indians and Orioles that begins on Friday night. 

Where: Camden Yards, Friday through Monday. 

TV/radio: SportsTime Ohio will carry Friday, Sunday and Monday's games. Fox Sports 1 will do Saturday's game. WTAM/1100 and WMMS/FM 
100.7 will carry the series. 

Pitching matchups: RHP Trevor Bauer (1-1, 2.25) vs. RHP Dylan Bundy (0-2, 1.40) Friday at 7:05 p.m.; RHP Mike Clevinger (1-0, 2.70) vs. 
RHP Chris Tillman (0-3, 11.91) Saturday at 4:05 p.m.; RHP Corey Kluber (2-1, 1.52) vs. RHP Andrew Cashner (1-2, 3.00) Sunday at 1:05 p.m. 
and RHP Carlos Carrasco (3-0, 2.60) vs. RHP Kevin Gausman (1-1, 5.57) at 7:05 Monday. 

Series: The Indians went 6-1 against the Orioles last year. 

Team updates: The Indians, who have played only two games in the last six days, split a two-game series with the Twins in Puerto Rico. They 
have the lowest batting average in the AL at .208, but rank third in ERA. The Orioles have lost six straight. They rank 14th in the AL with a .223 
batting average and 13th with a 5.11 ERA. 

Disabled list: Indians - OF Lonnie Chisenhall (right calf), INF Giovanny Urshela (right hamstring), LHP Ryan Merritt (left shoulder), RHP Danny 
Salazar (right hamstring) and RHP Cody Anderson (right elbow) are on the disabled list. Orioles - LHP Zach Britton (right Achilles tendon), OF 
Colby Rasmus (left hip flexor), 2B Jonathan Schoop (right oblique), DH Mark Trumbo (right quad) and RHP Gabriel Ynoa (shin splints). 

Next: Cubs visit Progressive Field for quick two-game series starting Tuesday night. 

Cleveland Plain Dealer LOADED: 04.20.2018 

Akron RubberDucks fall to Altoona Curve in 10 innin gs 

By Cliff Pinckard,  

AKRON, Ohio -- Ka'ai Tom's RBI single in the eighth inning allowed the RubberDucks to send the game into extra innings Thursday night, but 
Cole Tucker's RBI single in the 10th gave the Altoona Curve a 2-1 victory over Akron at Canal Park. 

The Curve started the 10th inning with a runner on second as part of the minor league's new pace-of-play rule. After a groundout moved the 
runner to third, Tucker singled to make it 2-1. 

Akron (7-6) also started with a runner on second and moved him to third with a sacrifice bunt, but Curve reliever Yeudy Garcia ended the game 
with a strikeout and with a groundout. 

The RubberDucks lost, but right-hander Michael Peoples put in a good performance, giving up one run and three hits in seven innings. He 
struck out six and walked three. 

He was matched by Curve right-hander Dario Agrazal, who gave up four hits in seven scoreless innings, striking out three. 

RubberDucks catcher Sicnarf Loopstok had two of Akron's six hits. The Curve had only five hits in the game. 
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Cleveland Indians, Minnesota Twins didn't let the l ights go out in Puerto Rico 

By Paul Hoynes,  

SAN JUAN, P. R. - A lot of people didn't think the second game of the Puerto Rico Series between the Indians and Twins would get played on 
Wednesday night. 

About four hours before game time, a TV crew was sitting in the office of Twins manager Paul Molitor at Hiram Bithorn Stadium and the two 
lanterns on his desk were the only source of light. 

Across the diamond, Indians manager Terry Francona sat in his office playing cards in the dark with Josh Tomlin. They had one lantern and no 
air conditioning. 

Another island-wide power outage hit Puerto Rico several hours before Wednesday's scheduled first pitch. Some of the light standards at the 
ballpark were working, thanks to generators. But some weren't. 

Chris Antonetti, Indians president of baseball operations, and GM Mike Chernoff met with Twins and MLB officials behind home plate. They 
talked for close to a half hour and when a reporter asked if he could get an update, Antonetti smiled and said, "No." 

But a few minutes later Antonetti was talking to Indians player rep Andrew Miller. The chances of the game being played were flickering like the 
lights at the ballpark. 

Would it have made a difference if this one game in a 162-game season was postponed until a later date? The Indians and Twins could have 
played it in Minneapolis later in the season. 

But MLB and Puerto Rico invested a lot in this two-game series. Puerto Rico wanted to show the world it was open for business after being 
ravaged by two hurricanes in September. MLB spent a reported $2 million repairing hurricane damage to the stadium to make these games 
happen. 

They had made a commitment to an island that has a long tradition of sending players to the big leagues and wanted to keep it. 

Indians picher Carlos Carrasco gives team shirts and hats to fans 

Finally, the city of San Juan, with the backing of Mayor Carmen Cruz, opened its power grid to the ballpark so the game could be played. Power 
was sent to area hospitals and the ballpark, but many of the buildings around the ballpark were mostly dark. 

So naturally at such a dire time, when every moment counted, the Indians and Twins not only played one game, they almost played two. The 
16-inning game, won by the Twins, 2-1, was the longest international MLB game played outside the continental United States and Canada. 



The lights flickered in the press box more than a few times during the 5-hour, 13-minute game, but the conga drums, thunder sticks, salsa 
music and singing rarely stopped in the stands. And the power and lights held. 

The Indians should have won the game five or six times in extra innings. But a team-wide failure to lay down a sacrifice bunt cost them. It 
started with rookie Greg Allen, spread to veteran Rajai Davis and even included MVP candidate Francisco Lindor. If the Indians are going to 
bunt like that, they may as well not bunt at all. Just swing away. 

But there was more going on here than a failure to execute one of the game's fundamentals. You could see it before the game when Carlos 
Carrasco came out of the dugout and gave away Indians T-shirts and caps to children in the stands. The day before he'd been honored by the 
vice mayor of San Juan for his foundation's relief work in the aftermath of Hurricanes Irma and Maria. 

When Carrasco, a native of Venezuela, finished handing out the gear that came out of his paycheck, he took the mound and threw seven 
scoreless innings against the Twins. 

"It was important to do that because that's what I love to do," said Carrasco. "Tony Amato (clubhouse manager) brought all that (from 
Cleveland) for me. I think it was important to those kids." 

Roberto Perez, Carrasco's catcher, started the 10th inning with an infield single. Perez, never known for his speed, hustled down the line, 
forcing second baseman Brian Dozier into a bad throw that put Perez on second to start the inning. He was replaced a pinch-runner and 
received a nice ovation as he came off the field. 

Francisco Lindor talks about his homecoming homer 

Puerto Rico is home for Perez. His mother, Lillian Martinez, was in the stands. Hurricane Maria destroyed her home in Mayaguez on the 
western side of the island. Perez is building her a new one. 

"This is a moment I will never forget," said Perez. "I will live with this day the rest of my life." 

The connection runs deep between Puerto Rico and its players. It was easy to see that when Perez talked about his hustle single. 

"The message was there are kids out there (watching) and I just wanted to play the game hard," said Perez. "Especially since we're here. I 
don't want them to feel like I betrayed them." 

The Indians and Twins spent almost four days in Puerto Rico. They arrived Sunday and left early Thursday morning. 

Indians players donated a full playoff share from last season's ALDS of almost $37,000 to Puerto Rico. It was split between entities in the 
hometowns of Lindor and Perez. The Indians wives association made a $4,000 contribution to a home for battered women. 

Twins players Eddie Rosario and Jose Berrios, Puerto Rican natives, visited hospitals. Twins executives, including Derek Falvey, went to an 
orphanage, and helped repair damage from the hurricane. 

But probably no one had a better stay on the island than Lindor. On Monday he visited his old grade school in Gurabo, P.R. When he walked 
through the gates of the school, 250 students and teachers chanted "Lindor, Lindor, Lindor." The students had worked for two weeks on art 
projects in anticipation of Lindor's visit and they hung them on the walls outside their classrooms. 

Francisco Lindor returns to his old grade school in Puerto Rico 

He stayed for about two hours, conducting a clinic, talking to students, posing for pictures and giving autographs. Lindor and his mother, Maria, 
visited each classroom to examine the art projects made in his honor. 

On Tuesday night, in the fifth inning, Lindor hit a two-run homer to give the Indians a 2-0 lead. Lindor hit a 3-2 curveball from Jake Odorizzi. For 
a moment it looked like it would be caught at the wall, but when it found the right field bleachers, the sound the crowd made seemed to come 
from deep inside the island. 

The next day an Uber driver was headed to the stadium. He hadn't seen Tuesday's game, but he told his passenger, "When I read about what 
Lindor did, the hair on my arms stood up." 

The sellout crowd of nearly 20,000 wasn't cheering for the Indians or Twins at that moment. They were cheering for Lindor and for baseball. 
They would have done the same for Perez, Berrios or Rosario if they had matched Lindor. 

You can't let the lights go out on something like that. 
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Curve 2, RubberDucks 1: Curve executes better in ex tra innings to top Ducks 
by ABJ/Ohio.com correspondent  

It only took 13 games for the RubberDucks to see the new pace-of-play rule instituted by the National Association of Professional Baseball 

Leagues. 

Looking to move the game along and avoid long extra-inning games, especially on getaway day like it was on Thursday for both the Ducks and 

the Altoona Curve, the NAPBL ruled that games that go longer than nine innings begin with a runner on second at each half inning. 

It didn’t go much longer, as the Curve won the series finale 2-1 in 10 innings. 

The victory by the Curve (7-5) meant they avoided their first four-game sweep in Akron since May 19-22, 2008. 

As for the rule change, it was met by mixed reactions in the RubberDucks clubhouse. 



“It’s something new for us,” Ducks catcher Sicnarf Loopstok said. “I think we prefer not to have it and just be like normal, but it is what it is.” 

The Curve scored their run in the 10th when Elvis Escobar pushed Pablo Reyes to third on a groundball to second. 

After a walk to Christian Kelley, Cole Tucker nubbed one between pitcher Jordan Milbrath and first for a single to score Reyes. 

In the bottom half of the inning, Loopstok sacrificed Bobby Bradley to third, but Connor Marabell struck out and Krieger grounded out to second 

to end the game. 

“For minor league baseball, it’s good,” Ducks manager Tony Mansolino said. “If you look at it through the lens of we have to teach these guys to 

play the game the right way, part of that is moving the runners and getting them in. 

“It showed up a little bit for Cleveland [Wednesday in a 2-1 game won by the Minnesota Twins in 16 innings]. Here’s an opportunity right here to 

develop that part of the game for our younger players, which is actually pretty cool. It was a good opportunity for these guys to get. I do like it. It 

didn’t work in our favor tonight. We didn’t execute. They did and were rewarded the game.” 

The loss ruined another fine outing by Ducks starter Michael Peoples (0-1), who had his second strong showing without a decision. 

He pitched the home opener against the Trenton Thunder on Friday in a 2-1 loss, but didn’t earn a decision, allowing no runs on one hit in five 

innings with two strikeouts and a walk. 

Against the Curve, he went seven innings and gave up three hits and three walks and struck out six. 

He allowed one earned run to lower his ERA to 2.00. 

“I had a little bit better idea of what I wanted to do with these guys,” Peoples said. “We mixed both sides of the plate really well. I had a couple 

of untimely walks, but not allowing those guys to score was a good thing. 

“Obviously, there was the defense behind me, especially with the way the wind was blowing it was tough. There were a lot of good plays with 

the ground balls. At this point, I’m happy with where I am, but there’s still work to be done.” 

For the second time this season, Dario Agrazal pitched well against the Ducks. He hasn’t registered a decision, but Agrazal, a right-hander, has 

allowed only three hits and hasn’t allowed a run in 12 innings against the RubberDucks (7-6). 

“He has pretty good motion with his fastball,” Loopstok said. “Coming in the second time, he made some adjustments.” 

The Ducks open a three-game series at the Bowie Baysox on Friday at 7:05 p.m. Left-hander Sean Brady (0-2, 4.32) and Baysox right-hander 

Hunter Harvey (0-0. 4.50) are the scheduled pitchers. 

Orioles closer Zach Britton to throw off half-mound Friday at Camden Yards 

Jon Meoli 

Orioles closer Zach Britton will take a minor milestone step forward in his recovery from surgery to repair a ruptured Achilles tendon Friday 
when he throws off a half-mound for the first time. 

The Orioles have a half-mound inside at Camden Yards, and all parties are excited for him to take this next step. 

"That's a good step for us," manager Buck Showalter said. "We'll do that a couple times. If that goes well, we'll proceed to the next [step]. We'll 
probably proceed to the mound if that goes well. I know he's excited about putting his foot on the rubber, a real mound." 

Britton, who is on the 60-day disabled list, is eligible to come off on May 27. Showalter has said often in the spring and now in the regular 
season that he's been ahead of schedule. But after Britton rushed back some last year from a forearm injury and missed two months because 
of it, the team is using the fact that he can't come back before May 28 to not rush him. 

Britton has been traveling with the team for his rehabilitation and is on a prescribed throwing program, but hasn't toed a mound of any kind as 
part of that. 

Around the horn 

Showalter said he's noticed the success former Orioles infielder Ryan Flaherty has had with the Atlanta Braves. Flaherty hit his first home run of 
the season Wednesday and entered Thursday leading the National League with a .365 average. "You love to see good people do well," 
Showalter said. "The National League fits him well. It was a good career move for him. He'd be good on any club. He's a good guy, a good 
teammate and he always finds a way to contribute." … UMBC men’s basketball coach Ryan Odom will throw out the ceremonial first pitch at 
Friday’s game against the Cleveland Indians. 
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Orioles notes: Struggling Caleb Joseph gets a break  as long stretch of righties looms 

Jon Meoli 



Orioles catcher Caleb Joseph is one of several members of the club who are scuffling at the plate, with no hits in his last 12 at-bats and three in 
39 plate appearances overall entering Thursday. 

He was replaced by Chance Sisco in the lineup with a right-handed starter pitching for the Detroit Tigers on Thursday, and with four righties 
projected to pitch for the Cleveland Indians in this weekend's wraparound series, manager Buck Showalter acknowledged it could be an 
opportunity for Sisco to play more and Joseph to get a bit of a reset. 

"Obviously, he's struggling offensively," Showalter said. "He's still catching and calling a good game, but it's about how you define an 
opportunity. What's the end game going to be? And are you adding to subtract? Is somebody else ready? Who knows? There's only one way to 
find out. But yeah, there's that possibility." 

Sisco is batting .257 with four RBIs, and while he doesn't have the defensive trust that Joseph has behind the plate, Joseph's .081 batting 
average with one extra-base hit is becoming quite an obstacle for him to overcome. 

Showalter said it's mostly Joseph that's holding himself back at this point. 

"He got going pretty good offensively last year," Showalter said. "I was talking to him in here yesterday, going through his track record. 
Obviously, it's levels behind. 

"His want-to is getting in the way of his actually doing it. You can tell there's a lot of anxiety in his hitting right now — and a lot of our guys’. 
They're pushing, probably too much. It's really hard to get them to back off. There were three guys still in the cage when I left here last night. 
They're grinding, so I do get a little sensitive to people who have some perception that it's just, 'Que Sera, [Sera].' They're getting after it, almost 
to a fault." 

Trust in Araujo 

Rule 5 reliever Pedro Araujo served up the game-winning home run Wednesday in the ninth inning, but from what the Orioles have learned 
about him so far, Showalter isn't concerned that there will be any carryover. 

"I [would] be surprised today, if he gets in the game, if he didn't pitch well," Showalter said. 

Araujo had three straight scoreless outings before Wednesday, and has 16 strikeouts in 11 innings with a 5.73 ERA this season after allowing 
one run in 1 1/3 innings Thursday. 

"Some good, some, you know, challenges," Showalter said. "It is what it is. That's the life up here. That's one of the things we've liked about 
him. He has a pretty strong constitution. You look for those things with their limited background and experience and stuff. That's part of the 
apple you bite with a Rule 5 pick — learning on the job. He's a good kid, though." 

Infield choice upcoming 

Showalter said when the Orioles summoned Luis Sardiñas from Triple-A Norfolk that they might not carry both him and Engelb Vielma once 
they return to Baltimore on Friday, and that thought still held before Thursday's game. 

Determining which will stick around, though, will be difficult for him. 

"We've got a little history with both of them from spring training, and Luis a little more from some people who have had him before and seen him 
back a lot of his career. Wayne [Kirby] was there in Texas, and Scott [Coolbaugh] before he came here,” Showalter said. 

"They both bring something. I don't think somebody can sit here smugly and say exactly what each guy is and can't do. Players change. It's not 
like Luis Sardiñas is 30 years old. At one time, he was a who's-who prospect with Texas. What is he — 24, 25? Not even that. They're both as 
advertised so far. So where do we go with that? … I hate to penalize a guy just because he has options and the other guy doesn't. Sometimes, 
that has to play into it. But there's not a clear separator." 
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Orioles ditch the optimism after sweep in Detroit: 'W e really need to be better' 

Jon Meoli 

An Orioles team refreshed by Monday's impromptu day off spent most of this week in Detroit with its sights set on finding the good in its lousy 
start. 

The team left Thursday after a 13-8 loss to the Tigers sealed a three-game sweep and its worst road trip since 2010 with a much firmer grasp 
on its reality. 

“We really need to be better,” center fielder Adam Jones said. “That’s everybody — top to bottom. And I think everybody feels the same way.” 

The Orioles’ roster remains stocked with nine former All-Stars, a handful of home-run kings, one of the game's brightest stars returning to form 
in Manny Machado, and a rotation that manager Buck Showalter assured here daily will be a good one when things come together. They’ve 
referred to it all week as the talent that we have, or some variation thereof. 

Those ingredients have made a cocktail worth turning a nose away from: the team's worst start since 2010, nine games below .500 at 5-14 just 
19 games in. 

Having tasted its potential reality this week in Detroit, a team that wouldn't allow itself to think about the turnaround it has insisted is coming now 
has to consider the consequences if it doesn't. 

"Who knows when it is?" Jones said. "It could be tomorrow. It could be May 3. And if it's May 3, that's going to be some trouble. But you never 
know with this game. Tomorrow, we could come out and we have a 10-game homestand. We could win all 10 games and put ourselves in a 
different scenario.” 

He then referred to that hope as the “cliche, one-game-at-a-time crap.” They’ve been a day away for many days now. 



Thursday's daytime loss to the Tigers flipped the script on how they'd been losing lately. Instead of losing despite a quality start, which they did 
with Andrew Cashner on Tuesday and Kevin Gausman on Wednesday, Alex Cobb allowed ten hits and seven runs for the second time in two 
Orioles starts, only for the offense to tie a season-high with eight runs. Jones had three doubles and drove in a pair of runs. Machado had his 
second two-homer game, the only Oriole who can say he's done that all year. They still lost. 

"It seems like when a small thing goes wrong, it manipulates itself into being a bigger thing now," Jones said. 

Said Cobb: "We're missing on certain aspects of the game right now. When the offense is showing up, we're struggling pitching. We're pitching 
then struggling offensively. We need to get all on the same page and hit that stride together.” 

Showalter hoped badly that would happen Thursday. He wanted the bats to heat up with the weather — it was a sunny 45 degrees at first pitch 
— and wanted Cobb to erase the bad feelings of his Orioles debut. He wanted his team to return home from this six-game road trip with 
something, anything, to feel good about. 

Instead, they're set to face a talented Cleveland Indians team four times having just clinched their first winless road trip of at least six games 
since getting swept in Toronto and New York from May 28 to June 3, 2010. 

"You don't have a choice," Showalter said. "It goes on, and it's relentless. You're playing good teams, and we were hoping. Nobody can use the 
schedule for an excuse this time of year, where we are. Everybody's giving you their best shot. We're getting ready to play as good of a team as 
there is in baseball. Going home is one thing, but I'd hate to sit on this road trip for a week like a football team has to. I know we've got another 
opportunity tomorrow to get some things moving in our direction." 

Showalter always tries to protect against what he calls the "woe-is-me" mentality with his players, and it's clear that even in acknowledging how 
bad things have gone this month, there's little of that. 

They all know it's been cold everywhere. There's little mention that the bullpen is without Zach Britton, or that reigning team Most Valuable 
Player Jonathan Schoop is dealing with a tricky oblique injury, or that Cleveland's visit will mean their first 23 games will feature 17 against last 
year's playoff teams in the American League. They are mostly looking inward, and beating themselves up over what they see. 

"We're obviously down," Machado said. "We've lost some tough games but we've just got to stay positive. I think with the cold and everything 
else going on, it's been kind of tough. We've just got to stay positive. ... There's just no excuse on anything. We've been playing bad. We've just 
got to clean it up a little bit and things will turn around." 

It's not without acknowledging the worst-case possibility — that seasons can indeed be lost in April — that they fall back on the hope that a 
baseball calendar can provide. They are always a day away from something better. 

The newcomer Cobb said: "I know that seasons can get away from you early, but we realize it's still April, and there's a lot of ball to be played. 
I'm very impressed with how the guys know — they're so confident and not panicking because they know how good they are, and they know 
that one stretch, one game, can really get everything going." 
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