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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1869-George Wright signs his contract for the 1870 season, becoming the last of the 1869 starters to sign 
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Who's in center for the Cincinnati Reds? 
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Billy Hamilton will not be the starting center fielder for the Reds first time in five years. 

 

Who will be in center? 

 

Right now, Scott Schebler and top prospect Nick Senzel are the internal candidates. But the Reds are likely to bring in someone 

through trade or free agency.  

 

"It can go one of two ways," Reds president of baseball operations Dick Williams said. "You can try to get the defensive specialist 

that you had. But you would try to get it at a much lower number than we would have been required to go to in arbitration.  

 

"Or you can pay up for a center fielder and just try to get the complete package you want. I think we're open to either avenue. Some 

of it will be dictated by how much we feel like we have to invest in pitching. If we have to spend a lot in pitching, we might spend 

less in the outfield.  

 

"If we end up acquiring some pitchers who cost less, we might be able to put more money in the outfield. That will depend on how 

on things on unfold." 

 

The Reds non-tendered Hamilton, who hit .239 with a .299 on-base percentage, because he would have made about $6 million in 

arbitration.  

 

The No. 1 center fielder on the free agent board is A.J. Pollock. Pollock, 30, hit .257/.316/.484 with 21 home runs and 65 RBI for 

Arizona last year. Andrew McCutchen, 32, is out there as well. His center field skills have slipped. He hit .281/.368/.424 with 20 

home runs and 65 RBI last year with San Francisco and the New York Yankees.   

 

 

 
 


