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Catcher competition on display in camp 
Murphy, Wolters battle for backstop role behind Iannetta 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Feb. 13th, 2018 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Position competitions like the one between Tony Wolters and Tom Murphy for a Rockies 

catching spot alongside Chris Iannetta have a horse race quality. Who takes the early lead when games begin? Who's 

up by a nose a couple of weeks later? Down the stretch they come. 

So, to pull and bend this analogy so far that it covers the entire 1 1/4-mile track at Churchill Downs, Iannetta and Murphy 

are going to spend their time at Salt River Fields at Talking Stick wearing figurative blinker hoods over (or under) their 

catcher's masks. No looking to the side to see what the other guy is doing. 

"Being in the moment is very important," said Wolters, last season's primary catcher before the Rockies 

acquired Jonathan Lucroy (now a free agent) for the final two months. "Everyone gets adversities thrown at them. You're 

always trying to get pulled out of the moment." 

Murphy was pulled out of his 2017 moment during Spring Training, when he suffered a broken right forearm and wrist 

when hit by the bat of the Cubs' Anthony Rizzo while trying to make a throw. He saw scant Major League action last 

season. 

"Last year seems like a blur," Murphy said. "I really don't have any detail in mind about it. I don't remember anything about 

it. But I come in every day thankful that I'm able to play today. I come in good spirits. I feel like I am ready to accomplish 

what I set out for that day, and I'm going to keep it that way." 

Both enter with attributes. 
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Wolters, 25, bats left-handed, which makes him a complement to Iannetta. Last year, Wolters had a .300 average through 

May -- and was well above that mark early -- but dipped dramatically and finished at .240. But as a rookie in 2016, while 

backing Nick Hundley, Wolters finished at .259 -- including .321 while starting 24 of his 29 appearances after the All-Star 

break.. 8th, 2017 

Murphy, 26, was limited to 12 games last season and went 1-for-24 at the plate. Activated and called up when Ryan 

Hanigan was injured in June, he went 1-for-20 and pressed offensively and defensively over eight games. However, 

during his debut season in 2016, the right-handed Murphy homered five times in 44 at-bats, plus had a .659 slugging 

percentage and .347 on-base percentage. 

At the start of last spring, the Rockies appeared fine with Wolters and Murphy going into the season, and Dustin 

Garneau, now with the Athletics, started the season as a rookie. But general manager Jeff Bridich, realizing the starting 

pitching staff would be young, signed Hanigan late in spring and had him in the Majors by May 4. 

However spring turns out, it's likely the Rockies will need both, as the team used a total of five catchers last season. So 

the question is not just which one breaks camp for the March 29 opener at Arizona, but whether the depth is more usable 

than it was last year. 

Manager Bud Black will not only look at the Wolters/Murphy competition, but also the other catchers in camp to see if this 

group has enough Major League-ready talent. Because the current group is in its second year under Black and bench 

coach/catching instructor Mike Redmond, it's possible the Rockies are less likely to comb other camps for another trusty 

veteran. 

Immediately behind Wolters and Murphy is non-roster invitee Anthony Benboom, who hit .278 in 45 games last year at 

Triple-Albuquerque after a solid spring -- .250 with three homers. On the 40-man roster is Chris Rabago, who batted .272 

with a .350 OBP last year at Class A Advanced Lancaster. The Double-A Hartford catching tandem of Dom Nunez (.202, 

followed by 4-for-44 in the Arizona Fall League) and defensively solid Jan Vazquez (.289 in 62 games at Hartford, 6-for-

19 in six games at Albuquerque) are non-roster invitees. 

"I'm tough on catchers; my eye is critical of that position," Black said. "And these guys are handing it great. There's a slew 

of guys who have talent, and we'll see how it all shakes out." 
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Iannetta getting reacquainted with Rockies 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Feb. 13th, 2018 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Veteran catcher Chris Iannetta knows enough to understand that he doesn't really know the 

pitchers he's about to greet Wednesday, when the Rockies open pitcher-and-catcher Spring Training workouts. 

Iannetta, of course, was here before -- 2006-11 -- but the only player still around from then is center fielder Charlie 

Blackmon, whose debut that season was halted after 27 games by a right foot fracture. And Iannetta has had a total of 

53 at-bats against guys in camp with the Rockies -- led by eight against righty starter German Marquez, all last season 

while playing for the D-backs. 

But Iannetta, 34, isn't acting as if he has all the answers. He signed a two-year, $8.5 million contract with the Rockies in 

December, and part of the excitement was seeing the young starting rotation from the other side. But he has intentionally 

reserved the detailed homework on his new teammates for the next six weeks. Iannetta figures that's enough time before 

the Rockies open the regular season against his old club at Chase Field on March 29. 

"I took a lot of the knowledge I had from last year, what I saw from them," Iannetta said. "I saved a lot of the video stuff for 

the personal experience, until I got to Spring Training. A lot of times, you look at the video and you get to Spring Training 

and you understand the person, and you understand some of the things you see on tape. 

"I try not to get too far ahead and create some preconceived notions before you get to meet the people and see what 

they're all about. That's what Spring Training's for. We use that time, get on the same page and get going." 

 

Chris Iannetta spent 2004-11 with the Rockies' organization. Jeff Roberson/AP 

The Rockies drafted Iannetta out of North Carolina in the fourth round in 2004. He was an on-again, off-again starter as 

part of postseason runs in 2007 and '09 before being sent to the Angels for pitcher Tyler Chatwood after the '11 season. 

While playing for the Angels (2012-15), the Mariners (2016) and the D-backs, Iannetta earned high marks from Major 

League scouts as a leader and a receiver. With the Rockies fielding a rotation of no one as old as 30 -- one that has four 

second-year pitchers competing for jobs -- signing Iannetta made sense. 



    

4 
 

"Here initially and then going to Anaheim, I know those years there with Mike [Scioscia, the Angels' manager] and that 

coaching staff, he grew," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "Then these last two years in Seattle and Arizona. I think you 

take away a lot of experiences from being around different coaching staffs and catching instructors and pitchers and 

managers. It's only natural that you're going to get better.". 13th, 2018 

Rockies righty Jon Gray, who operates as an information-seeker rather than as a dogmatic, is looking forward to hearing 

Iannetta's viewpoint. 

"Every time I throw to a new catcher, I learn something about myself that they show me," said Gray, looking to develop 

further after going 10-4 with a 3.67 ERA last season -- his first as the club's No. 1 starter. "I know he's a guy who has seen 

a ton of guys throw. He may have something new for me that he sees. It'll be fine. I'll learn a little more about him. He'll 

learn a little more about us." 

Iannetta said during his earlier time with the Rockies, he learned from high-character players "how they worked, how they 

played, what they did on and off the field, how they treated people, everything," and applied it to his career. The 

opportunity to pass those lessons to a new group of Rockies came as a pleasant surprise. 

"You move on from a team or they move on from you, however you look at it, and you never think it's a possibility," he 

said. "I enjoyed my time here the first time around. It was pretty cool that the chance was on the table. As the offseason 

formed and really became a reality, I started to get really excited about it." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

5 
 

Rockies catcher Tom Murphy changes approach, looks to land on 25-man roster 
He’ll challenge Tony Wolters for backup role behind Chris Iannetta 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: February 13, 2018 at 2:59 pm | UPDATED: February 13, 2018 at 5:46 pm 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Tom Murphy has fielded the questions before. Indeed, he’s faced them every spring training since 

2014. Is this the season you finally break through? The season you stay healthy? The season you become a full-time, big-

league catcher? The answer has always been ‘no,’ primarily because injuries have haunted him and stalled his career. 

Last year, for example, an optimistic Murphy arrived at Salt River Fields looking to share catching duties with Tony 

Wolters. Hopes were sky high. 

“This spring is a great opportunity for Tom to make a big impact on this ball club,” catching coach Mike Redmond said at 

the time. “He’s got the toughness and the skill set. We think he’s ready to take that next step.” 

But Murphy never got the chance. His dream was shattered during a March 11 Cactus League game when the Cubs’ 

Anthony Rizzo swung his bat and hit Murphy’s arm while Murphy was throwing to second base on a steal attempt. Rizzo’s 

swing cracked a bone in Murphy’s right wrist and forearm. In a blink, Murphy’s camp was over. He ended up playing in 

only 12 games for the Rockies, over two brief call-ups, and batting 1-for-24. 

“Last year seems like a blur, and I really don’t have any details in my mind about it,” said Murphy, who turns 27 on April 3. 

“This year, I’ve come in to work out every day in good spirits, and I’ve set out to accomplish my goals. I’m going to keep it 

that way.” 

As the Rockies officially opening camp Wednesday with workouts for pitchers and catchers, Murphy sits third on the depth 

chart behind veteran Chris Iannetta, who returned to Colorado with a two-year, $8.5 million contract, and Wolters, who 

began last season strong but then spent most of August at Triple-A when the Rockies acquired veteran Jonathan Lucroy 

at the trade deadline. 

The Rockies have been waiting for Murphy to blossom ever since drafting him in the third round in 2012 out of the 

University at Buffalo. They aren’t about to give up on him now. This winter, general manager Jeff Bridich applauded 

Murphy’s efforts at Triple-A Albuquerque last summer, when Murphy batted  hit .255, socked four homers and drove in 19 

RBIs in 38 games. Bridich also complimented Murphy’s improved dexterity behind the plate and noted his improved ability 

to block pitches in the dirt. 
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 “That was a tough year for him — high hopes, high expectations that he probably put on himself,” Bridich said. “It sort of 

went the other way for Tom. But he never gave in. He kept battling. These things will all be beneficial as he tries to 

bounce back this season.” 

In past years, Murphy spent too much time worrying about things outside of his control, especially when it came to 

competition at his position. Now he realizes that all of that was just wasted energy and became counterproductive. 

“If I think about somebody else, that’s not being in the moment, that’s not trying to accomplish what I want to accomplish,” 

he said. “I can’t worry about what somebody else does, or if they had a good BP (batting practice) or whatever. Now, it’s 

non-existent to me.” 

In other words, Murphy is trying to take outside pressures off his broad shoulders. 

“I have seen more bad than good from the other way of thinking,” he said. “Trying to compete with everybody else? Trying 

to please the coach? That’s not something I’m wholeheartedly into. I’ve seen the downside of that and that’s not 

somebody I want to be.” 

 

Murphy’s Trek 

A look at catcher Tom Murphy’s climb up the baseball ladder: 

• 2012: Drafted by the Rockies in the third round out of the University at Buffalo. Batted .288 and hit six home runs in 55 

minor-league games with short-season Tri-City. 

• 2013: Hit a combined .288 with 22 home runs in 100 games for Single-A Asheville and Double-A Tulsa. 

• 2014: An injured right rotator cuff limited Murphy to 27 games. 

• 2015: Played in 72 games with Double-A New Britain (.249 , 13 homers, 44 RBIs) and in 33 games with Triple-A 

Albuquerque (.271, seven homers, 19 RBIs). Played in 11 games with the Rockies (.257, three homers, nine RBIs). 

• 2016: Played in 80 games at Triple-A (.327, 19 homers, 59 RBIs). Played in 21 games with the Rockies (.273, five 

homers, 13 RBIs). 

• 2017: Broke his right forearm and wrist in spring training and played just 12 games for the Rockies, batting 1-for-24 over 

two stints. In 38 games at Triple-A, hit .255 with four homers, 10 doubles and 19 RBIs. 
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Jeff Hoffman, armed with new attitude, aims to make Rockies’ rotation 
Centerpiece of Troy Tulowitzki trade plans to learn from rough 2017 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: February 12, 2018 at 7:14 pm | UPDATED: February 12, 2018 at 8:09 pm 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Being the odd man out was not part of Jeff Hoffman‘s blueprint last spring. 

The right-hander was ultra confident he would be a key member of the Rockies’ starting rotation when the regular season 

opened. But Hoffman didn’t come close to reaching his goal. He was optioned to Triple-A Albuquerque with 10 days left in 

spring training, having pitched just  5 ⅔ Cactus League innings. 

The sting of that demotion, and the lessons learned, have stayed with Hoffman. Now he believes he’s in a better place as 

the Rockies officially open camp Wednesday with workouts for pitchers and catchers. 

“Coming in last year, I didn’t really have the best outlook,” Hoffman said Monday. “Being one of the guys who got called 

up (in 2016), I felt like I almost had a step up on some of the other young guys, which was not good.” 

Did Hoffman, the ninth overall pick of the 2014 draft and cornerstone of the 2015 trade that sent shortstop Troy Tulowitkzi 

to Toronto, feel like he was entitled to a spot in the rotation? 

“No, not entitled,” he said. “But it was almost like I was trying to guide those other young guys. I didn’t need to be doing 

that. I just needed to worry more about taking care of myself and learning what I needed to learn.” 

This spring, Hoffman, 25, is one of seven pitchers battling for five spots in the rotation. He has a lot to prove, but his new 

attitude pleases manager Bud Black. 

“I think that’s great, I really do,” Black said. “For me, that encompasses maturity. The sooner the player has that self-

realization of who he is, and where he is maturity-wise, that’s a beautiful thing. 

“There is no doubt the talent is there, but — and Jeff has said this to me — there are times (when) players have an 

unrealistic evaluation of who they are and what really they can do. And I think Jeff learned a lot through what he went 

through last season.” 

Roller coaster is an apt description of Hoffman’s 2017 season that concluded with a 6-5 record and a 5.89 ERA. After 

getting called up from Triple-A, it looked like, for a time, that Hoffman had turned the corner. In three dominating starts 
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against the Phillies, ,Padres and Cubs in late May and early June, he pitched 20 ⅓ innings, allowing just three earned 

runs on 10 hits, while striking out 22 and walking only one. 

But with July and August came some command issues, a drop in fastball velocity and an increase in home runs allowed. 

When Atlanta mashed four home runs off him in 4 ⅓ innings on Aug. 17, Hoffman was sent back to Triple-A. The Rockies 

brought him back up in September as a mop-up reliever, but did poorly, allowing 11 runs and seven walks in 7 ⅔ innings. 

Hoffman views this spring as a fresh start, but the goal remains the same: make the starting rotation, albeit with a different 

approach. 

“I was a little bit mad at myself last year, for putting myself behind the eight-ball a little bit,” he said. “It was definitely hard 

for me to get sent down at the beginning and see all of the success the other guys were having. To not be a part of that 

was hard. 

“But now, looking back on it, I think it was a good growing experience. It was a transition year and in the long run I think it 

will make me better.” 
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For Charlie Blackmon, eight other Rockies, it was an offseason of love 
Three Colorado pitchers, including Jeff Hoffman, got married on New Year’s Eve 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: February 13, 2018 at 11:14 am | UPDATED: February 13, 2018 at 12:43 pm 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — An impressive number of Rockies players, including all-star outfielder Charlie Blackmon, came off 

the free-agent market this spring. 

No, not that market. We’re talking about the market of love. 

Blackmon, the famously bearded, 31-year-old National League batting champion, became engaged to his girlfriend, 

Ashley. So, technically, Blackmon is now a restricted free agent. 

The same goes for shortstop Trevor Story, 25, who proposed to Mallie, his high school sweetheart from Texas. They 

haven’t set a date yet, but then again, they have been together for almost seven years, so what’s the rush? 

Three Rockies pitchers got hitched on New Year’s Eve: Right-handed starter Jeff Hoffmanmarried Marissa; right-handed 

prospect Ryan Castellani married Christy; and right-handed prospect Shane Broyles said “I do” to Bridgette. 

Two catchers tied the knot, too. Tony Woltersmarried Katelyn, and Tom Murphy married Lindsay. 

Finally, utility infielder Pat Valaika married Lauren, and outfielder/first baseman Jordan Patterson said “I do” to Emily. 
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Young Guns Starting to Make Rockies A Factor 
Tracy Ringolsby | InsideTheSeams 
 
The Rockies are in what for them is an unusual but far from uncomfortable position. They open spring training with their 

starting pitching – which will be the youngest rotation in Major League Baseball – as a strength, Coors Field 

notwithstanding. 

And they have ample options to choose from in the spring thanks to the maturation of prospects into big-leaguers in the 

course of a 2016 season where the rookies in the rotation came to the rescue. 

A year ago the Rockies opened spring training feeling confident in their rotation, figuring that one of a hand full of rookies 

on the spring roster could fill the lone rotation vacancy. Then reality hit. 

First Chad Bettis was sidelined by a recurrence of testicular cancer that limited him to nine starts, all in the final two 

months of the season, and that opened up a spot in the rotation that led to rookie Antonio Senzatela starting Game 4 of 

the 2017 season in Milwaukee and rookie Kyle Freeland getting the call in the home opener, the next day, against the 

Dodgers. 

And by June, those two had been joined in the rotation by fellow rookies German Marquez and Jeff Hoffman, giving the 

Rockies a quartet of rookie starting pitchers that arguably were more impressive than any other group of rookies in a 

rotation since the advent of expansion in 1961.  

For all the moaning and groaning in the baseball world about the perils of Coors Field, the four rookies combined to make 

93 starts,  11th most for rookies on a staff in the expansion era, won a combined 38 games, most of any contingent of 

rookies since expansion began, and played a key role in helping the Rockies become only the 10th team in the expansion 

era among the 133 to have a rookie make at least 50 starts and advance to the post-season. 

It is a far cry from that final day in Arizona during the spring of 1996 when the late Don Baylor told Mark Thompson before 

his start against the Brewers in Chandler, “give me three good innings and I’ll get you out of there and you will be the fifth 

starter.” 

It also is why one of the bigger challenges the Rockies management team will face this spring is setting up the season-

opening rotation. 
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Jon Gray, who started Opening Day a year ago but after three starts had to admit he could not pitch through a stress 

fracture of his left foot suffered when he was hit by a batted ball in spring training, and went on the disabled list for 77 

days, is considered the ace. 

After that, however, it gets interesting. There is Bettis, who did return in mid-August to assume a role in the rotation, and 

Tyler Anderson, who was on the disabled list for 95 out of 99 days from June 4 through Sept. 10 with a left knee 

inflammation. And then there are the four rookies from a year ago, Freeland, Senzatela, German Marquez and Jeff 

Hoffman. 

Freeland and Marquez won 11 games each, tied for the most by an MLB pitcher in 2017, and Senzatela’s 10 wins tied 

him for the third most. 

To that mix add Hoffman, who spent the bulk of the first two months at Triple-A before getting called up when Tyler 

Anderson went on the disabled list June 4, and the Rockies rookie starting pitchers combined for 38 wins. It was the third 

highest victory total for rookie starting pitchers on a staff in the expansion area. 

  

The win totals of the four rank among the top 13 in Rockies history for a rookie starting pitcher. That group also includes 

the 2016 seasons of Gray and Anderson, underscoring the impact of young arms in a Rockies rotation in which Bettis, 

who turns 29 on April 26, is the elder statesman. 

With the nature of the game, all seven most assuredly will be called on at some point this year. The Rockies use of eight 

starting pitchers a year ago – the current seven plus Tyler Chatwood who signed as a free agent with the Cubs – 

represents the fewest starting pitchers the Rockies have used in any of their 25 seasons of competition. 

And they represent a reason for optimism for the Rockies in 2018. 
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A First Guess on Rockies Opening Day Roster 
Tracy Ringolsby | InsideTheSeams 
 
Rockies general manager Jeff Bridich is quick to point out that while the Rockies will open the season with a 25-man 

roster the team’s management is well aware that it well more than 25 players will play significant roles in determining what 

will happen to the Rockies during the 2018 season. 

A year ago, when the Rockies advanced to the post-season for only the fourth time in their 25 years of competition they 

used 41 players, including 21 pitchers, eight of whom started games. 

A team has to start somewhere, however, and that is in spring training, which opens this week. Even that, however, can 

be risky, as the Rockies again proved last year. 

By the time the regular season opened projected starting pitcher Chad Bettis (testicular cancer), projected starting catcher 

Tom Murphy (broken forearm), projected starting first baseman Ian Desmond (broken hand), projected starting left fielder 

David Dahl (stress reaction rib) along with relievers Chris Rusin (right oblique strain) and Chad Qualls (right forearm 

tightness) were on the disabled list. And three starts into the season, Opening Day starter Jon Gray gave into a broken left 

foot and went on the disabled list for 78 days. 

Spring training, however, opens this week for the Rockies, which means the groundwork for decisions for Opening day will 

be laid. 

With that in mind, a look at the battles for the 25-man Opening Day roster spots: 

Catcher 

Chris Iannetta was signed to a two-year free-agent contract to provide a veteran presence, and Tony Wolters has been a 

serviceable catching reserve the past two years. Murphy, however, is considered the Rockies prime catching prospect 

and his chance to prove himself last year was sidetracked, giving rise to the expectation of three catchers. Wolters was 

originally a middle infielder and adds depth in that area, too. 

First base 
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Ryan McMahon, ranked the second best prospect in the organization by Baseball America, reaffirmed his potential with 

an impact season split between Double-A Hartford and Triple-A Albuquerque and earned his big-league opportunity. The 

presence of versatile Ian Desmond provides a right-handed alternative for an expected platoon 

Second base 

DJ LeMahieu is a potential free agent, but the Rockies are looking to win now so they aren’t going to sacrifice his bat 

control and defense. 

Third base 

Nolan Areando is four weeks shy of five full big-league seasons, but already has won five Gold Gloves, three Silver 

Sluggers and been a three-time All-Star. 

Shortstop 

Trevor Story has proven to be a top-grade defensive player with plus power. He has room to grow and desire to do it. 

Left field 

Dahl had the first shot at the job last year, but the injury kept him from getting a big-league at-bat. He will get the first shot 

at the job with knowledge of the presence of Desmond to provide protection, and also the likes of Ramiel Tapia and 

Jordan Patterson. 

Center field 

Charlie Blackmon is a late bloomer who emerged as an All-Star. The question isn’t his role in center field, but whether he 

will move down in the lineup or continue to hit leadoff after setting an MLB record for RBI by a center field a year ago. 

Right field 

Gerardo Parra had a bounce back year in 2017 and became a factor in the Rockies post-season drive, helping make up 

for the struggles of Carlos Gonzalez. He was primarily a left fielder last year, but with Gonzalez gone Parra has the 

physical skills to move to right. 
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Utility 

The idea of carrying three catchers could force the Rockies to go with only two utility players. Pat Valaika gives them 

versatility as an infielder and outfielder. They also have Desmond who has proven he can play first, short, left field and 

center field in the big leagues. Tapia’s speed is an asset the Rockies can use, and gives him the initial edge over 

Patterson as the extra outfielder. 

Rotation 

The Rockies were careful not to tax the young arms last year and it figures to be true again in 2018, which means seven 

legit starting pitchers with Jonathan Gray in the No. 1 slot, and a season-opening five-man rotation filled out by Kyle 

Freeland, Chat Bettis, Tyler Anderson,   and German Marquez. Gray emerged a year ago as the Rockies No. 1 starter 

while Marquez was the most consistent of a banner group of rookies, which included Kyle Freeland. Bettis brings a 

leadership quality in his return from a battle with testicular cancer. Anderson has shown promise but was sidetrack by 

injuries a year ago. Jeff Hoffman and Antonio Senzatela, rookies a year ago, add depth. 

Bullpen 

The Rockies learned the real value of a bullpen last year, and so they filled major voids create by the loss of closer Greg 

Holland and setup man Pat Neshek to free agency by signing free agents themselves. Wade Davis received a three-year 

deal with the highest annual average value ($17.3 million) ever by a closer, and Bryan Shaw was added as a right-handed 

setup reliever on a three-year deal. The Rockies return lefties Jake McGee, Mike Dunn and Chris Rusin, and right-

handers Scott Oberg, Adam Ottavino and Jeff Hoffman. Rusin is one of the game’s most versatile pitchers, able of filling 

any role on the staff. McGee showed his lack of fear of altitude when he re-signed after filing for free agency. Ottavino 

was a puzzle last year with sudden command problems. Oberg has the best pure stuff of any one on the staff. 

Projected Roster 

CATCHERS 

Chris Iannetta 

Tom Murphy 
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Tony Wolters 

INFIELDERS 

1B Ian Desmond 

1B Ryan McMahon 

2B DJ LeMahieu 

3B Nolan Arenado 

SS Trevor Story 

OUTFIELDERS 

LF David Dahl 

CF Charlie Blackmon 

RF Gerardo Parra 

UTILITY 

INF/OF Pat Valaika 

ROTATION 

LHP Tyler Anderson 

LHP Kyle Freeland 

RHP Jon Gray 

RHP German Marquez 

RHP Chad Bettis 
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BULLPEN 

RHP Wade Davis 

RHP Bryan Shaw 

RHP Scott Oberg 

RHP Adam Ottavino 

RHP Jeff Hoffman 

LHP Jake McGee 

LHP Mike Dunn 

LHP Chris Rusin 
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Colorado Rockies: The predicament of Carlos Gonzalez 

by Olivia Greene | 15 hours ago | RoxPile 
 

Yes you read the title right. We’re talking about Carlos Gonzaleztoday. Why you may ask? Well, he hasn’t been 

signed yet and that means there may be a possibility that the Colorado Rockies could sign him. 

Now let’s not jump the gun here, the Rockies are probably done spending. That doesn’t mean there isn’t a sliver of hope 

for CarGo to come back to to Denver. Here’s the thing: I’ve been avoiding this topic (pretty well if I do say so myself), but 

the time has come. I have to talk about this guy. 

Unfortunately for the the former Rockies outfielder, he has not been signed yet. Now, I will say that Gonzalez is one of the 

few that I believe should already have a contract with a team. What team? I’m not sure. Maybe the Rockies, but who 

knows? As of right now, I’ll just say that CarGo was a solid guy for the Rockies, but its not entirely all I have to say on the 

matter. 

Carlos Gonzalez had great seasons in Colorado. There’s no doubt about that. His last season with the Rockies 

was…rough, to put it nicely. It was truly hard to watch as the season began in April. Then it was like poof after the All-Star 

break, particularly in the month of September, the switch was flipped. It was too little, too late, though. He finished his last 

season with the Rockies with a .257 batting average, 57 RBI, and a dismal 14 home runs. 

That’s not the look you want when it’s a contract year. You could say it’s his age, because he is 32, but I’m not entirely 

sure what was going on with him in 2017. The real question is will he even get to play on a team for the upcoming 

season? 

My answer right now is a big fat no. Why? Well my reason is awfully funny. Scott Boras is the reason why because he is 

the agent of Carlos Gonzalez. 

When I found realized it, I laughed and thought, ‘yeah that seems about right’. That led me to believe maybe it isn’t the 

teams, but his agent. 

There is no way this man will get CarGo anywhere near the amount that Boras believes J.D. Martinez wants and 

deserves. Also, don’t forget he’s 32 he may have one good year left and that’s if CarGo and Boras can convince a team 

that what happened last season was a minor kerfuffle. Let me just say I’ll be keeping an eye on the rumor mill when it 

comes to Carlos Gonzalez. 
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Final Thoughts 

With Gonzalez being a client of Boras, it truly is depressing for him because Boras seems to be holding out on signing for 

any of his clients. 

You can’t put all the blame on Boras as CarGo has explaining to do for his dismal season. It looks even worse when your 

team made the playoffs, but your contributions were the bare minimum. 

There are many factors that play into whether or not Carlos Gonzalez will get signed. Although the optimist in me thinks 

that CarGo deserves a second chance, I think it’s in the best interest of Colorado to not offer him a contract. 

Let’s be logical: they shouldn’t sign him. These younger outfielders will fill in the hole that was left in right field by 

Gonzalez, and they could prove themselves to be very good players. 
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