
Francona vying for 3rd MOY Award with Tribe 
By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @MLBastian | November 13th, 2017 + 9 COMMENTS 
CLEVELAND -- Something strange happened to the Indians in early September. Inside Cleveland's clubhouse, as the wins continued to pile up 
at an increasingly rapid rate, the players began giving quotes that sounded more and more like words directly out of manager Terry Francona's 
mouth. 
 
"The only thing you're really thinking about is that next game," Indians closer Cody Allen said. 
"We're thinking about what we've got tomorrow," echoed shortstop Francisco Lindor. 
"At the end of the day, if we're shaking hands, everyone did their jobs," added catcher Yan Gomes. 
This was during Cleveland's American League-record 22-game winning streak that stretched from late August into September. It is also an 
example of why Francona is once again a finalist for the Baseball Writers' Association of America's AL Manager of the Year Award. In his time 
in Cleveland, Francona has built a culture and established a mentality that was never more on display than it was in the 2017 regular season. 
Francona won the AL Manager of the Year Award in 2013, when the Indians were a great comeback story. He won it again in '16, when the 
team overcame a heap of adversity to win the AL Central in a season that culminated with a trip to the World Series. If Francona wins the 
award again this year, it will largely be due to the sustained success he has helped create with Cleveland, which won 102 games and captured 
the division crown once again. 
During Francona's five-year run with the Indians, the team has led the AL with 454 victories. 
"He believes in what he does and there's a rhyme and a reason," Indians outfielder Jay Bruce said. "And he has personalities around him that 
challenge his thinking. It's not just him throwing stuff together." 
Twins manager Paul Molitor and Astros manager A.J. Hinch are also up for the AL Manager of the Year Award, while Colorado's Bud Black, 
Arizona's Torey Lovullo and L.A.'s Dave Roberts are up for the top managerial honor in the National League. MLB Network will reveal the 
winners at 6 p.m. ET on Tuesday. 
It is hard to properly assess a manager's direct impact on a team's win-loss record. 
One could point to a manager's manipulation of a pitching staff -- Francona boasted baseball's best bullpen ERA and a group of arms overall 
that led the Majors in a swath of statistics. One could note moves based on strategy -- Francona's Indians led baseball in platoon advantage 
both for pitching (55 percent) and batting (69 percent). Maybe it is moves to overcome injuries. In the outfield alone, Francona used 15 players 
to patch things together for a lineup that ended this past season third in the AL in runs scored. 
"He puts us in position to succeed every single day," Indians left fielder Michael Brantley said. 
Often, the Manager of the Year Award comes down to the anecdotal arguments. That might be where Francona comes out ahead. Many of the 
players inside Cleveland's clubhouse have now played for the manager for the last five years, so they know him and he knows them. There are 
no surprises. Instead, there has been a galvanization of identity for a team that takes the field expecting to win every game in front of them. 
Take care of the task at hand. Worry about tomorrow, tomorrow. These are phrases that begin as cliches, but ones that -- after five years of 
repetition by Francona -- have taken hold as mantras for the Tribe. 
"We say it all the time," Francona said during the record-setting winning streak, "you just want to give yourself a chance every day. 
 
Report: Santana to turn down qualifying offer 
By Anthony Castrovince / MLB.com | November 13th, 2017 + 14 COMMENTS 
The necessary formality of the qualifying-offer dance between the Indians and Carlos Santana appears complete, with FanRag Sports' Jon 
Heyman reporting the not-at-all-surprising news Monday that Santana will turn down the Indians' one-year, $17.4 million offer. The Indians had 
made the offer to ensure they recoup Draft pick compensation should Santana sign elsewhere, and there was never a serious expectation that 
Santana would accept it. 
 
But that doesn't mean the Tribe is done with Santana. Far from it. On the first day of the General Managers Meetings in Orlando, Fla., on 
Monday, Indians GM Mike Chernoff said the club is interested in retaining both Santana and outfielder Jay Bruce (who was not eligible to 
receive a qualifying offer because he was traded during the season). 
But Santana currently seems the easier positional fit for the Indians' roster, with the club having exercised left fielder Michael Brantley's $12 
million option and exposed second baseman Jason Kipnis to the outfield. Center fielder Bradley Zimmer (broken hand) and right fielder Lonnie 
Chisenhall (calf) were both banged up by the end of '17 but should enter 2018 healthy. 
"As we look at the Bruce situation, we really targeted him when both Chisenhall and Brantley were out and we knew we had a need for an 
outfielder," Chernoff said. "So [Bruce] was a perfect fit at the time that we got him. As we look ahead, there could be different moving pieces. 
But we would love to bring both [Bruce and Santana] back." 
Beyond the career .810 OPS and 121 OPS+ he's compiled, Santana's glovework at the first-base position in 2017 was the best of his career. 
He was a finalist for the American League Gold Glove that went to Eric Hosmer, and won a Wilson Defensive Player of the Year Award. That 
improved defensive skill set adds to his free-agent value as a productive switch-hitter. 
The Indians have expressed openness to the idea of giving Brantley, who has battled shoulder and ankle injuries that have required a total of 
three surgeries in the last two years, some reps at first base to protect his body. But the general expectation is that Brantley will fully recover 
from his November ankle surgery. 
"We feel really confident that that surgery has really successful outcomes," Chernoff said. "[Brantley] should be in games by Spring Training. 
We expect him to be healthy for the large majority of the season." 
If Brantley is a go in the outfield, that would lessen the need to bring back Bruce. For now, there are plenty of unknowns with the position-player 
side of the Tribe roster, with Kipnis' spot on the field among them. 
"Kipnis' flexibility, I think, is an asset in a lot of ways," Chernoff said. "The way he acclimated to the outfield after never playing in the outfield 
previously in his Major League career was pretty impressive to see and a huge credit to him and the type of guy that he is. So it creates a little 
bit of complexity in how we piece the roster together, but it's actually an asset to have that kind of flexibility. We can do a lot of different things." 



The free agencies of Santana -- whose agent will reportedly meet with the Red Sox this week -- and Bruce add to that complexity. Both from 
financial and roster perspectives, it would be difficult -- if not impossible -- for the Indians to bring back both players without parting with 
somebody else in the trade market. But bringing back one of them is not at all out of the realm of possibility, and Santana's reported rejection of 
the Tribe's qualifying offer was hardly the last those two sides will hear from each other. 
 
Antonetti wins Executive of the Year award 
By Mark Feinsand / MLB.com | @feinsand | November 13th, 2017 + 0 COMMENTS 
ORLANDO, Fla. -- Chris Antonetti was rewarded Monday for shaping the Indians' 102-win roster, earning the Sporting News' 2017 Executive of 
the Year award. 
 
The Indians' president of baseball operations earned 18 of the 44 votes, outpacing runners-up Brian Cashman (Yankees), Jeff Luhnow (Astros) 
and Mike Rizzo (Nationals), who garnered four votes apiece. He was presented with the award Monday night during the General Managers 
Meetings. 
Voting among 44 Major League executives took place in September and early October. David Stearns (Brewers) and Mike Hazen (D-backs) 
each received three votes, while Farhan Zaidi (Dodgers) earned two votes. 
Antonetti did the bulk of the work to build the Indians' roster prior to 2017, putting together a team that went to Game 7 of the 2016 World Series 
before falling to the Cubs. He signed Edwin Encarnacion for three years and $60 million in January, adding an impact bat to a potent lineup that 
went on to win an AL-high 102 games, finishing third in the AL with 818 runs scored and second with a .788 OPS. Cleveland also ran off a 22-
game winning streak during the '17 season. 
Antonetti, 43, has been in his current role since 2015, having served the previous five seasons as Cleveland's GM. The back-to-back AL 
Central crowns in 2016-17 marked the first consecutive titles since the late-1990s, when the Indians won the division for five straight seasons 
(1995-99). 
Antonetti is the fourth Indians executive to win this honor, joining Bill Veeck (1948), John Hart (1994-95) and Mark Shapiro (2005, '07). 
 
Santana wins Wilson Defensive Player Award 
By Manny Randhawa / MLB.com | November 10th, 2017 + 24 COMMENTS 
The Indians' Carlos Santana is the 2017 Wilson Defensive Player of the Year at first base. The awards for best defensive player in MLB at each 
position were announced Friday evening on MLB Network. 
 
The formula used to determine the winner at each position consists of defensive wins above replacement (25 percent), defensive runs saved 
(25 percent), Inside Edge fielding ratings (20 percent), Inside Edge arm ratings (20 percent) and fielding percentage (10 percent). The formula 
is different for pitchers and catchers. 
Santana, also a designated hitter, appeared at first base in 140 games for the Tribe in 2017, the most in any season of his career. He tied for 
second in defensive runs saved among MLB first basemen with 10 behind the Reds' Joey Votto (11). The D-backs' Paul Goldschmidt and the 
Red Sox's Mitch Moreland also had 10. 
The award is the first defensive honor of Santana's career. His 10 defensive runs saved in 2017 represent a tremendous improvement from the 
combined DRS of -8 he posted at the position from 2014-16. Santana, 31, led American League first basemen in assists with 95 and double 
plays started with 16. 
 
Cleveland Indians outfield, free agent outlook -- T erry's Talkin' 

By Terry Pluto, The Plain Dealerterrypluto2003@yahoo.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Here was the Cleveland Indians' starting outfield for the final game of the season, a 5-2 loss to the New York Yankees: 

LF: Austin Jackson 

CF: Jason Kipnis 

RF: Jay Bruce 

The odds are against any of those players being in the same position when the Tribe opens the 2018 season. 

Or how about this? Here was the Tribe's 2017 opening day outfield: 

LF: Michael Brantley 

CF: Tyler Naquin 

RF: Abraham Almonte 

Once again, odds are against that combination in 2018. 

Some things to consider: 

1. Bruce is a free agent. ESPN's Jerry Crasnick reports Bruce is looking for $80 million over five years. He probably won't get that from anyone. 
But he also probably will be too costly for the Tribe, especially if reports that the New York Mets want to bring him back are true. ESPN's 
computer projects the 30-year-old Bruce receiving a three-year, $53 million deal. If so, it won't be from the Tribe. 

2. Jackson is a free agent. He batted .318 with an .869 OPS, both career highs. He played only 85 games because of two stints on the disabled 
list (quad and toe injuries). He also has a cranky knee which had surgery in 2016. Hard to know what kind of offer he'll receive. But health 
concerns will keep the Tribe from offering a big deal. 



3. Naquin has fallen out of favor, especially as a center fielder. He could make the team in 2018 as a backup outfielder. 

4. Kipnis will not be playing center field. 

5. Brantley? Who knows as he's recovering from major ankle surgery. 

ABOUT BRADLEY ZIMMER 

So what will the outfield look like? 

It will start with Bradley Zimmer in center field. The Indians had major defensive problems in the outfield until they promoted Zimmer from the 
minors on May 16. 

You can always debate fielding ratings, but there is little doubt Zimmer was a good center fielder. Frangraphs rated him as the fifth-best in the 
American League, trailing only Byron Buxton, Kevin Pillar, Jarrod Dyson and Jackie Bradley. 

Zimmer's arm is rated tops among A.L. center fielders. He didn't make an error in 101 games. 

Zimmer will turn 25 on Nov. 27. The Indians loved his defense and his base running. He was 18-of-19 in stolen bases. They want him to run 
even more in 2018. 

Will Zimmer hit? 

1. Overall, he batted .241 (.692 OPS) with 8 HR and 39 RBI. His season ended on Sept. 10 because of a broken hand. 

2. On Aug. 1, he was batting .282 with 8 HR and 38 RBI. He was off to a strong start in his big league career. 

3. After August 1, he batted .143 (13-for-91) with 38 strikeouts and zero homers. He had a brutal 0-for-37 slump Aug 1-17. 

4. A lefty batter, Zimmer hit .243 vs. lefties and .240 vs. righties. In the minors, he had major problems facing left-handed pitching. 

The Indians know Zimmer could have another up-and-down season at the plate, but they believe his athleticism in the outfield is a major asset -
- the same on the bases. 

ABOUT JASON KIPNIS 

Let's assume Bruce signs elsewhere. 

If the ESPN computer is correct, free agent Carlos Santana will receive four-year, $83 million deal. I find that hard to believe. But could the 31-
year-old Santana receive something in the range of $55 million for four years? Absolutely. 

The Indians would love Santana to accept the one-year, $17.4 million qualifying offer. He has until Nov. 16 to decide about that. Most baseball 
people expect him to decline it and look for a big contract, although he does have a sincere interest in staying with the Tribe. 

If Santana and Bruce are gone, the outfield could look like this: 

LF: Jason Kipnis 

CF: Zimmer 

RF: Lonnie Chisenhall/Brandon Guyer platoon 

None of this is written in ink. It's one of several options the Indians are considering. 

If first base becomes open, Brantley is a real option there. He played 53 games at first base in the minors. The Indians would like to keep Jose 
Ramirez at second base, where he has been terrific. That opens third base for Yandy Diaz, with Francisco Lindor remaining at shortstop. 

Kipnis did a decent job in center field at the end of last season when Zimmer was hurt. They believe he can learn to play left field. 

ABOUT THE TRIBE 

1. The Indians have 18 players under contract and/or heading to arbitration and the team estimates they will be paid about $125 million in 2018. 
That's close to the 2017 payroll. It's also why the Tribe will probably not make another major free agent acquisition. 

2. The Indians do plan to be active on the trade market. They have a surplus in the area that is wanted the most in baseball -- starting pitchers. 
This is my guess, not anything I've been told. But Danny Salazar could be centerpiece of a deal to add an outfielder to the Tribe. 

3. Salazar was 5-6 with a 4.28 ERA last season. He has battled arm problems, as fans know. But he has the kind of raw physical talent many 
teams would want. In 2016, he made the All-Star team. He is 27 and can't be a free agent until 2021. 

4. Trevor Bauer is in the same contract situation as Salazar. He is arbitration eligible, but can't be a free agent until after 2020. Many teams 
would love to add Bauer, but the Indians would be very reluctant to do so. He's 26. In the last two seasons, he has a 29-17 record and 4.21 
ERA. Unlike Salazar, Bauer is extremely durable. That enhances his value. 

5. It's possible someone such as Kipnis could be involved in a major trade. The Indians have not been afraid of gutsy deals. Kipnis could be 
very attractive to a contender who needs a second baseman -- his regular position. 

6. I keep hearing the big moves for the Indians are far more likely to be in a trade than free agency. That's why I would not be surprised to hear 
Salazar, Kipnis, a catcher (Yan Gomes or Roberto Perez) and perhaps prospects such as Ryan Merritt, Tyler Naquin or others mentioned in 
rumors. 

7. I will be talking Tribe and all Cleveland sports at the Sippo Library in Canton on Nov. 28 at 6 p.m. It's free. You can register here. 
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Can the Cleveland Indians afford free agents Jay Br uce and Todd Frazier? Hey, Hoynsie 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Do you have a question that you'd like to have answered in Hey, Hoynsie? Submit it here or Tweet him at @hoynsie. 

Hey, Hoynsie: I would suggest that the Indians sign third baseman Todd Frazier for somewhere in the neighborhood of three years for $35 
million, while bringing back Jay Bruce for a three or four-year deal worth $12 to $15 million annually. The Indians would cut loose Carlos 
Santana, but they'd have draft pick compensation tied to him. Is that a realistic possibility? - Joe Cepec, Powell. 

Hey, Joe: I think the Indians will be fairly aggressive this winter, but I can't see them spending that much on two free agents. I agree Frazier 
makes sense, but I think they'd rather sign a right-handed hitting outfielder who could play right or left field. 

Will the Tribe prep Danny Salazar as a starter to open up 2018 season, or will he likely pitch in relief at the outset? Do you believe they've given 
up on him  

Hey, Andy: I think Salazar will go to spring training as a starter. If the Indians have to move him to the bullpen -- something I don't think they'll 
do -- he can make the transition much easier than if he had to go from the bullpen to the rotation. 

The Indians still love Salazar's arm, but you have to wonder about his consistency and durability. 

Hey, Hoynsie: I saw that the Tribe extended a qualifying offer to Carlos Santana. Is there a limit to how many qualifying offers a team can 
make? - John Clum, Eagle River, Alaska. 

Hey, John: There's no limit. Or should we say the only limit is a team's bank account. The Royals made qualifying offers to Eric Hosmer, 
Lorenzo Cain and Mike Moustakas. 

Hey, John: I can't see the Indians signing Santana and Bruce. I think it will be one or the other and and right now the favorite is Santana. 

The Indians need a right-handed hitter, preferably one who could play left or right field or first and third base. They will also try to add some help 
for the bullpen. 

If they cannot sign Santana, there are several free agent first basemen available including: Yonder Alonzo, Mitch Moreland, Lucas Duda and 
Mike Napoli. Are you ready for another Party At Napoli's? 

Hey, Hoynsie: Are there any thoughts by the Indians about moving Lonnie Chisenhall to first base if they are able to sign Jay Bruce? - Keven 
Waiters, Tacoma. 

Hey, Keven: I think that would be more of a possibility if the Indians don't re-sign Santana. Chisenhall did play seven games at first base last 
season, but I don't see first base being a fulltime destination for him regardless of what happens to Santana or Bruce. I think the Indians value 
his ability to move around the diamond. 

Hey, Warren: Love Rajai Davis, but I don't see that happening. He didn't play that well with Oakland and Boston last season. I think the Indians 
have a lot of moving parts in the outfield. I think they're looking more for a starter than another platoon guy. They've got enough of them. 

How many times has Rajai Davis watched video of his Game 7 home run? 

Hey, Hoynsie: I was totally shocked that the Indians picked up Michael Brantley's option. Not only from the perspective of the injury factor and 
the lost payroll that could have been used to help keep Carlos Santana or Jay Bruce, but how it affects Jason Kipnis. With Bradley Zimmer 
returning from injury to play center field and Edwin Encarnacion at DH, left field appeared the only position for Kipnis to play next year. I'm not 
sure what the Indians are thinking, unless they plan on trading Kipnis, which is not a great idea following a down season by him. - William 
Drummer, Wauseon. 

Hey, William: When Chris Antonetti, president of baseball operations, talked to reporters about exercising Brantley's $12 million option, he 
seemed confident Brantley would return next season in time to play the "majority of the season." 

Right now, as you have pointed out, it appears the best spot for Kipnis would be left field and it still might be if Brantley isn't ready to open the 
2018 season because of right ankle surgery. But there are some in the organization who feel Kipnis could be back at second base as well on 
opening day. 

And of course he could be traded. 

Hey Hoynsie... is there any chance that Shohei Otani can land in Cleveland?? Regards from Chile!!!! 

-- Alex Ratinoff (@AlexRatinoff) November 10, 2017 

Hey, Alex: The Indians have scouted Ohtani and believe he can pitch and hit in the big leagues at the same time, but the chances of him 
playing for the Indians are slim. 

There are still questions about when Ohtani will be cleared to come to the big leagues. There is also some question about how Ohtani's 
Japanese team, the Nippon Ham Fighters, will be compensated because the posting agreement used in the past to make Japanese players 
available to the big leagues has expired. 

Under the old posting system, teams would pay $20 million for the right to bid on a player. The $20 million would go to the Japanese team if the 
big league team it picked was able to sign their player. 

Under MLB's labor contract, Ohtani would have to sign a minor-league contract and his signing bonus would be limited to whatever money a 
team has left from its annual international pool money ranging from $4.75 million to $5.75 million. The Rangers, according to the Associated 
Press, have the most at $3.53 million, while the Indians and Rockies have the least at $10,000. 

There would be no such restrictions on Ohtani, 23, if he waited until he was 25. But he has indicated he'd like to get to the big leagues as soon 
as possible 

Shohei Otani to MLB? Pitching/hitting highlights with Samurai Japan Men's National Team 



Hey, Hoynsie: What are the chances that the Indians meet Jay Bruce's salary demands? - Nick, Parma. 

Hey, Nick: It's been reported that Bruce is looking for a five-year deal worth between $80 million and $90 million. If that is the case, he'll be 
playing baseball for someone besides the Indians next year. 

But let's wait and see how the market unfolds. I know Bruce enjoyed his time in Cleveland and the Indians enjoyed having him. 

Hey, Air203: Anything is possible, and maybe the Indians will bring a veteran starter to spring training who they could stash at Class AAA 
Columbus for depth. But I think they'll concentrate on corner bats -- right and left fielders, first and third basemen and relievers this winter. 

If Bryan Shaw's not coming back, and it doesn't look like he is, manager Terry Francona is on record as saying it will take two relievers to 
replace him. He was kidding ... I think. 

Hey, Hoynsie:  With the Marlins appearing to be in a complete tear down, I think the Indians should be looking at their controllable and 
affordable outfielders, Christian Yelich and Marcell Ozuna. 

The only two true fulltime outfielders Cleveland has, Michael Brantley and Bradley Zimmer, are hurt, and there aren't any outfield prospects who 
will be ready any time soon. With some depth of pitching prospects and expendable position player prospects such as Yu Cheng-Chang and 
Bobby Bradley, do you think the Indians will make a move? -- David Bolger, Lakewood. 

Hey, David: What, do you have something against Giancarlo Stanton and the $295 million the Marlins still owe him? Yeah, I'm kidding. 

Depending on how serious Derek Jeter is about moving Ozuna and Yelich, I think the Indians would definitely look into that situation. Rumors 
have connected them to Ozuna over recent years. 

Ozuna, a free agent in 2020, is coming off a big year in which he hit .312 (191-for-613) with 37 homers, 124 RBI and a .924 OPS. Yelich, a 
center fielder, is signed through 2021 and has $42 million left on his contract. He hit .282 (170-for-602) with 100 runs, 81 RBI and a .807 OPS 
in 2017. 

If the Indians can't find a hitter to help them through free agency, a trade is the next step.Cleveland Plain Dealer LOADED: 11.12.2017 

 

Bryan Shaw draws interest and five other things you  should know about MLB's hot stove season 

Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com 

Boston's power play 

The Red Sox finished last in the AL this year in home runs with 168. Sounds impossible, right, for a team that plays at Fenway Park. Well, it hit 
a chord with GM Dave Dombrowski who is determined to change that. 

It’s why the Red Sox have an interest in outfielder J.D. Martinez and first basemen Eric Hosmer and Carlos Santana. They’ve also been 
mentioned as one of the teams that might be willing to take on Giancarlo Stanton’s contract from the Marlins. The Marlins owe Stanton, who hit 
59 homers this year, $295 million for the next 10 years. St. Louis and San Francisco have been mentioned as other possible trade partners for 
Miami. 

Stanton has an opt out clause in 2020 and a full no trade clause. This is going to take a while no matter what the outcome. 

Who win AL, NL Manager of the Year? 

The BBWAA reveals the AL and NL Managers of the Year on Tuesday night on MLB Network. Terry Francona of the Indians is one of the AL 
finalists along with Paul Molitor of the Twins and A.J. Hinch of the Astros. 

Usually, the manager with the best team doesn’t win this award. The Indians were loaded going into the 2017 season and they played like, 
winning 102 games. They also won an AL record 22 straight games. 

Ditto for the Astros, who won 101 games and went on to win the World Series. That leaves Molitor, who led the Twins to a wild card berth after 
they lost 103 games in 2016. It is the kind of storyline that BBWAA voters like. 

In the NL, Dave Roberts of the Dodgers, Arizona’s Torey Lovullo and Colorado’s Bud Black are the finalists. This one is tougher to call because 
the Rockies and Diamondbacks lost 87 and 93 games, respectively, in 2016. But Lovullo guided the Diamondbacks from 93 losses in 2016 to 
93 wins this year. 

Roberts led the Dodgers to a 104-regular season wins. Like Francona and Hinch, he was supposed to win and he did. 

So who are you betting on? 

John Raoux 

Who will be the Yankees next manager? 

It may be just coincidence, but out of the six finalists for the AL and NL managers of the year, four have a connection to the Indians. 

Not only has Francona managed the Tribe for the last five years, but he played for them in 1988 and worked in their front office. 

Roberts played for Indians from 1999 through 2001. Black pitched for them from 1988 through 1990 and once again in 1995. He also worked 
for them as a special assistant. Lovullo played for the Indians in 1998 and coached or managed in their farm system from 2001 through 2009. 

So it’s clear what GM Brian Cashman should do in searching for a manager to replace Joe Girardi. Find someone with Cleveland roots. 



Is it any surprise that one of the first candidates he interviewed was former Indians manager Eric Wedge? Or that Aaron Boone, who played 
with the Tribe from 2005 and 2006, is expected to interview with Cashman in the near future. 

Not yet outstanding in his field Tito knows Naquin can handle adversity and wants him to use that to become 'reliable' in CF 

Tyler Naquin, after starting last season with the Indians, totaled just 19 games with the big league club. (Chuck Crow, The Plain Dealer). 

In search of a center fielder 

The Giants need a center fielder. They’ve been linked to Jackie Bradley Jr. of the Red Sox and Billy Hamilton of the Reds. 

There are some available free agents as well including Austin Jackson, Jarrod Dyson, Carlos Gomez and Cameron Maybin. But what about 
Tyler Naquin, who finished third in the AL Rookie of the Year voting in 2016, but played only 19 games with the Indians last year? Could that 
lead to a match with the Giants? 

Naquin spent most of last season at Class AAA Columbus. Headed into the 2018 season, it appears Bradley Zimmer will be the starting center 
fielder for the Indians. 
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Cleveland Indians to offer Tribe Six Pack ticket pa ckages beginning Nov. 20 

By Joe Noga,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Cleveland Indians fans will have the opportunity to purchase tickets to select weekend series for the 2018 regular season 
beginning Nov. 20. 

Tribe Six Packs include dates against American League foes such as Toronto, Kansas City, Detroit, New York, Los Angeles and Boston 
beginning at $99. The first 1,000 fans to sign up also get priority access to Opening Day tickets, with a limit of two home opener tickets per 
account. 

Visit Indians.com/SixPacks for complete details. 

Ticket packages include three different options and feature Sugardale Dollar Dog Nights on select Fridays, premium promotional items on 
select Saturdays and KeyBank Kids Fun Days and Kids Run the Bases presented by Cleveland Clinic Children's on select Sundays. 

The Indians full promotional schedule will be released in January. 

Tribe Six Pack options include the following series: 

April 13-15: vs. Toronto 

May 11-13: vs. Kansas City 

June 22-24: vs. Detroit 

July 13-15: vs. New York Yankees 

Aug. 3-5: vs. LA Angels 

Sept. 21-23: vs. Boston 
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Free agent Carlos Santana expected to reject $17.4 million qualifying offer from Cleveland Indians 

By Paul Hoynes  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Carlos Santana is not expected to accept a $17.4 million qualifying offer to play with the Indians next season. 

The Indians made the offer to Santana on Nov. 6 and he has until Thursday to accept or reject it. If he rejects it, he will have draft pick 
compensation tied to him. 

Jon Heyman of Fanrags.com was first to report that Santana, along with the eight other players who received qualifying offers from their old 
teams, would not accept them. 

The Indians say they have not heard anything official from Santana's agents. 

Santana, 31, has spent his entire big-league career with the Indians. Last season he hit .259 (148-for-571) with 37 doubles, 23 homers and 79 
RBI in 154 games. He is the Indians franchise leader in home runs (174) and RBI (587) by a switch-hitter. 

The Boston Globe reports that the Red Sox are interested in Santana. They finished last in the AL in homers in 2017 and are looking for power. 

Seattle has also reportedly shown interest in Santana. 

Santana is one of seven free agents who spent all or part of last season with the Indians. He is the only one to receive a qualifying offer. 

Last season, Santana made $12 million, with the Indians exercising the option at the end of the 2016 season. Eric Hosmer and Santana sit at 
the top of a crowded first base-DH free agent class. Yonder Alonso, Chris Carter, Adam Lind, Mitch Moreland, Mike Napoli and Mark Reynolds 
are some of the other free agents in that category. 

Santana, who started his career as a catcher, has moved around the diamond from third base to first base. He has established himself as a 
quality first baseman, winning the Wilson Defensive Player of the Year award for first basemen last week. He was also a Gold Glove finalist. 



The Indians have said they'd like to keep Santana, while Santana has said he'd like to return to Cleveland. If he signs elsewhere, the Indians 
will receive a pick at the end of the first round in the June draft as compensation if his contract is worth at least $50 million in guranteed money. 
If he signs a deal for less than $50 million, they'll receive a pick before the third round of the draft. 

The other eight players who received qualifying offers were Hosmer, Lorenzo Cain and Mike Moustakas of Kansas City, Lance Lynn of St. 
Louis, Alex Cobb of Tampa Bay, Greg Holland of Colorado and Jake Arietta and Wade David of the Cubs. 

Cleveland Plain Dealer LOADED: 11.14.2017 

Cleveland Indians' Chris Antonetti named Sporting Ne ws MLB Executive of Year for 2017 

By Paul Hoynes,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Chris Antonetti, president of baseball operations for the Indians, has been named Sporting News MLB Executive of the 
Year for 2017. 

Antonetti, 43, just completed his 19th season with the Indians and his second as president of baseball operations. For the last seven years, he 
has been in charge of the franchise's baseball decisions, being named president after serving as general manager from 2011 through 2015. 

Voting on the award was done by 44 MLB executives in September and October. Antonetti, according to the Sporting News, was the runaway 
winner, receiving five times as many votes as any other nominee. 

Antonetti received the award Monday night at the GM meetings in Orlando, Fla. 

In the last five years, coinciding with the hiring of Terry Francona as manager, the Indians own the American League's best record at 454-354 
(.562). Francona, by the way, was recently named AL Manager of the Year by the Sporting News. 

This year the Indians won their second straight AL Central title with 102 wins. It was the second regular-season victories in franchise history. 
After reaching Game 7 of the World Series in 2016, the Indians were eliminated in the ALDS this year by the Yankees in five games. 

Over the last two seasons, Antonetti has made big moves to ensure the team's Indians success. In July of 2016, he acquired reliever Andrew 
Miller from the Yankees. In January of 2017, he engineered the signing of free agent Edwin Encarnacion to a three-year $60 million contract. 

Antonetti joined the Indians in 1999 as an assistant in the baseball operations department. 

This is the sixth time an Indians executive has received this award. Previous winners included Bill Veeck in 1948, John Hart in 1994 and 1995 
and Mark Shapiro in 2005 and 2007. 

Cleveland Plain Dealer LOADED: 11.14.2017 

On GM meetings, BBWAA awards, super twos and bonuses  for the Cleveland Indians 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio - It's going to be a busy week for the Indians. 
 
Chris Antonetti and Mike Chernoff head for Orlando, Fla. for the general manager's meetings. It's a start to an offseason in which every team is 
trying to get better for 2018. Baseball executives will mingle with each other and agents to see how they can make that happen. 
 
Traditionally, not much happens at the GM meetings, but it is a good place to move the chains regarding deals and signings that have already 
been discussed. The free agent market is wide open as well with seven players who spent all or part of last season with the Indians in play. The 
seven players are Carlos Santana, Jay Bruce, Bryan Shaw, Joe Smith, Boone Logan, Austin Jackson and Craig Breslow. 
 
Teams usually have a good idea what teams they are compatible with in regards to trades before they arrive at the GM meetings. That's not to 
say things don't happen there as well. 
 
At the 1996 GM meetings, the Indians acquired third baseman Matt Williams and a player to be named (Trent Hubbard) from the Giants for Jeff 
Kent, Julian Tavarez, Jose Vizcaino and Joe Roa. Williams helped the Indians reach the World Series in 1997, but no one had the faintest idea 
that Kent would go on to hit more home runs than any second baseman in history. 
Besides the GM meetings, this is the second and final week of baseball's award season. This is when the big hood ornaments are rolled out, 
courtesy of the Baseball Writers Association of American. The Indians have skin in the game in three of the four awards. 
 
Monday night the Jackie Robinson Rookie of the Year awards will be handed out on MLB Network at 6 p.m. ET. The AL finalists are Andrew 
Benintendi, Boston; Aaron Judge, Yankees and Trey Mancini, Baltimore. NL finalists: Josh Bell, Pittsburgh, Cody Bellinger, Dodgers and Paul 
DeJong, St. Louis. 
 
On Tuesday night, the Manager of the Year awards will be presented. Terry Francona, who led the Indians to 102 wins this year, Paul Molitor of 
Minnesota and A.J. Hinch of the World Series champion Houston Astros are the finalists. Francona won the award in 2013 and 2016 and is a 
finalist for the third time since taking over the Indians in 2013. 
 
The NL finalists are Bud Black, Colorado, Torey Lovullo, Arizona and Dave Roberts, Dodgers. All the awards are based on regular season 
performances. 
 
On Wednesday night the Cy Young Awards will be presented. The Tribe's Corey Kluber, Chris Sale, Boston and Luis Severino, Yankees are 
the finalists. Kluber won the award in 2014 and finished third last year. The NL finalists are Clayton Kershaw, Dodgers, Max Scherzer, 
Washington and Stephen Strasburg, Washington. 



On Thursday night, the MVP awards will be presented. The Tribe's Jose Ramirez, Judge from the Yankees and Houston's Jose Altuve are the 
finalists. Ramirez tied Giancarlo Stanton, who hit 59 homers last season, for the most extra base hits in the big leagues with 91. The NL finalists 
are Paul Goldschmidt, Arizona, Stanton, Miami and Joey Votto, Cincinnati. 
 
Super two: Last season Francisco Lindor made $579,300. Nothing to sneeze at, but in the financial structure of the big leagues, that's walking 
around money. It's just a tad over the minimum salary. 
 
The Indians did offer him an extension last spring that was reportedly in the $100 million range. Maybe it was just under that, but it was a 
"significant' offer, according to people who should know. Lindor turned it down. 
 
Now the Indians and Lindor will go through the same dance this offseason. If an extension isn't signed, he'll work for just above the minimum 
again. And it's all because of 10 days. 
 
Lindor has 2 years and 113 days of big league service time. This winter the cutoff for super two players - those eligible for arbitration who have 
more than two, but fewer than three years in the big leagues -- is 2 years and 123 days. 
 
If the Indians had promoted Lindor 10 days sooner in 2015, his 2017 season would have made an interesting case to put before the arbitration 
panel. He tied for the most at-bats in the AL with 651, won the AL Silver Slugger award for shortstops, including a franchise record 33 homers 
and 81 extra base hits by a shortstop. He went to the All-Star Game for the second straight year and finished seventh in the AL with 178 hits. 
Minimum salary in the big leagues for 2018 is $545,000. The Indians have Lindor under control for four more years. 
 
Bonus time: Ramirez, by winning the AL Silver Slugger award for third baseman last week, collected a $50,000 bonus. 
 
There could be more bonuses coming Ramirez's way this week depending where he finished in the AL MVP balloting. Ramirez signed a four-
year $26 million extension in spring training. 
 
Kluber, a Cy Young finalist, will earn a $250,000 bonus if he wins it. He received $100,000 bonus for making the All-Star team last season. 
 
On the shelf: Indians shortstop Willi Castro had his winter ball season cut short because of a strained MCL in his knee. Castro, 20, was hitting 
.448 (13-for-29) with one homer and six RBI for Escogido in the Dominican Republic when he was injured. 
 
Last season Castro hit .290 (136-for-469) with 24 doubles, 11 homers and 58 RBI for Class A Lynchburg. He played 122 games at shortstop 
and made 26 errors. 
 
In the Arizona Fall League, catching prospect Francisco Mejia is still leading the Glendale Desert Dogs with a .367 (22-for-60) batting average 
with two homers and eight RBI. He's played 14 games with a .883 OPS. Teammate Bobby Bradley is hitting .239 (16-for-67) with two homers 
and six RBI. Bradley, with 28 strikeouts and no walks, has played 16 games. 
 
Nick Cafardo / SUNDAY BASEBALL NOTES - Which teams w ill be the most active at the GM Meetings? 

Globe Staff November 11, 2017 

The General Managers’ Meetings this week in Orlando are merely a preamble to the Winter Meetings in December. They are important in that 
in this day and age, when face-to-face conversations are uncommon, the GMs can begin preliminary talks on potential trades. 

A few agents usually show up — usually the major ones — to begin preliminary talks with teams on free agents. These talks aren’t usually in 
depth, more mainly to gauge which teams have the most interest in their clients. 

Scott Boras will likely have a powwow with the media and stress a certain theme and buzz phrase. Boras will be prominent this offseason 
because he has some of the major players in free agency, including Eric Hosmer, J.D. Martinez, Mike Moustakas, Jake Arrieta, and Greg 
Holland. 

It’ll be interesting to watch how certain teams interact at the GM meetings. Here are the ones that will be the most active in seeking pieces to 
put themselves in a stronger position to contend: 

1. Red Sox — Barring a change of plan, the Red Sox will look to add a major slugger to their lineup. Martinez and Hosmer would be the 
preferred targets, but if the price is prohibitive, watch for the Sox to drop down to the next tier of free agent hitters — such as switch-hitter 
Carlos Santana and first baseman/DH Logan Morrison — or explore a deal with the White Sox for first baseman Jose Abreu. By adding a 
slugger and getting their incumbent hitters to improve, the Sox should score more runs. Mookie Betts, Xander Bogaerts, Andrew Benintendi, 
and Jackie Bradley Jr. combined to hit just .238 with only 28 HRs and a .688 OPS after the All-Star break. 

2. Cardinals — St. Louis is a proud organization that tries to fill its needs from within, usually with good results. But like the Red Sox, they need 
a big bat, so expect them to go big on Martinez and also explore a Giancarlo Stanton deal. The Cardinals have the talent to make such a deal, 
as the Marlins prefer young pitching. The Cardinals might be willing to part with righthanders Sandy Alcantara and/or Jordan Hicks in a package 
of prospects to make it happen. 

3. Orioles — If Baltimore wants to compete in the AL East it must do two things: re-sign Manny Machado and acquire two starting pitchers. 
Team owner Peter Angelos likes to cite Baltimore’s small market as a reason the Orioles don’t spend like the Yankees, Red Sox, and Blue 
Jays. But the team’s needs are obvious and they will cost money; Machado may cost a record amount. He’ll likely hit free agency at the end of 
next season and the Orioles may not be able to ward that off. If they can’t, they have to seek a package of players in a trade. The pitchers are a 



must. Arrieta is unlikely to return to the team that traded him to the Cubs, but the Orioles need to be in on Yu Darvish and lesser free agents 
like Jason Vargas and Lance Lynn. 

4. Brewers — Mark Attanasio is a competitive owner who had a winning team in 2017 and wants to reach the next level. There’s been a lot of 
speculation that his baseball ops department has targeted Arrieta as that No. 1-type starter Milwaukee needs. The Brewers have built 
themselves up nicely, but they need a big addition to compete with the Cubs and Cardinals in the NL Central. 

5. Astros — As good as they were as World Series champions, the Astros need to rebuild their bullpen. They need a closer, and they’re likely to 
be in on Wade Davis and Holland. They may tweak their DH situation with Carlos Beltran a free agent, perhaps finding a lefthanded 
complement to Evan Gattis. 

6. Yankees — With Masahiro Tanaka staying put, the attention has shifted to a new manager and CC Sabathia, who was not given a qualifying 
offer. The Yankees want Sabathia back on a two-year deal, at likely half the $25 million salary he’s been earning. Overall, the Yankees could 
do nothing, or think big. They could give first base to Greg Bird or go for Hosmer, or sign a DH or go huge with Stanton. They have the young 
pitchers and prospects to make it happen. They would love to dump Jacoby Ellsbury, but would likely have to take on a similar contract. 

7. Twins — The small-market Twins may be thinking big this offseason. They had a fine 2017 season and made the playoffs, and now need a 
No. 1-type pitcher to reach the next level. Joe Mauer’s enormous contract ends after the 2018 season so they are likely able to take on some 
payroll. GM Thad Levine has a history with Darvish from their Texas days, so it wouldn’t be overly surprising to see the Twins show some 
interest. Alex Cobb will definitely be on their radar. 

8. Giants — They need to solve their offensive issues. They’re likely to be in on some of the top hitters, from Stanton to Martinez to Moustakas 
to Lorenzo Cain. Martinez would be an ideal fit, and so would Moustakas as Pablo Sandoval is surely not the answer the Giants are looking for 
at third base. Center field is also a need. 

9. Phillies — They will soon start spending big, whether this offseason or next, and they will be tempted to jump in on pitchers Darvish and 
Arrieta and hitters Martinez and Moustakas. We’ve also linked them with Stanton as they have the prospects and/or young major leaguers the 
Marlins could bite on. They are also major fans of Marlins outfielder Christian Yelich. 

10. Cubs — Theo Epstein bears watching as he tries to improve his pitching. He may pounce on Darvish and Cobb. He also has the resources 
to pick off someone like Tampa Bay’s Chris Archer in trade, perhaps by dangling Ian Happ. I’ve also said that it wouldn’t be shocking to see 
Stanton in Epstein’s sights. 

11. Mariners — Jerry Dipoto loves to make moves and he knows he’s going to need a bat as Nelson Cruz enters his walk year. Stanton could 
be a long shot here. Bet you Dipoto at least inquires about him. 

12. Blue Jays — They need a hitter and have money to spend. They’re a year away from possibly losing Josh Donaldson, unless they re-up 
him this offseason. They’ve finally parted ways with Jose Bautista, so they need an outfielder/DH. Free agent Jay Bruce has often been linked 
to Toronto. We also know they need starting pitching and they may very well dip into the Darvish/Arrieta market. 

Apropos of nothing 

1. Anyone seen or heard from John Farrell? 

2. Yes, that is former Baseball America editor John Manuel now scouting for the Twins. And yes, that’s former big league lefty Wesley Wright 
now a pro scout with the Twins. 

3. Brian Cashman is getting back to the practice of allowing managerial candidates to meet with the media after their interviews. Cashman feels 
it is important to see how the candidates handle the media, a huge part of the job in New York. Yankees bench coach Rob Thomson and Eric 
Wedge have interviewed so far. 

4. Are Las Vegas and Montreal the next expansion cities for MLB? Lots of potential gambling-theme nicknames for a Vegas team. 

5. I don’t get how Jackie Bradley Jr. was left out of Gold Glove consideration. He was a finalist in 2014 and 2016. 

6. One of the more underrated offensive players of the year was Seattle’s Nelson Cruz, who hit .288 with 39 homers, 119 RBIs, and a .924 
OPS. 

7. Jason Varitek is among the honorees for The Sports Museum’s annual Tradition event at TD Garden on Nov. 28. Other honorees are Chris 
Berman, Dave Cowens, Willie McGinest, Rick Middleton, and Martina Navratilova. Tickets are $300 per person. 

8. Speaking of former Red Sox catchers, Rich Gedman, Pawtucket’s hitting instructor, is deserving of the open job as Boston’s bullpen coach. 
Gedman has paid his dues in the organization, and he knows pitching, catching, and hitting. He’s the one who turned Bryce Brentz into a 
productive power hitter again by changing his stance and introducing a toe-tap to his swing. 

9. If Blake Swihart winds up being a utility player on the Red Sox’ 25-man roster because he’s out of options, there’s a feeling that he wouldn’t 
do much catching and be used primarily at first base and in the outfield. It would be unfair to Swihart and the pitchers to think he could catch 
productively without regular reps. In an emergency? Sure. But not as a regular backup. 

Updates on nine 

1. Shohei Ohtani, P/OF, Nippon Ham Fighters — Huge breakthrough late last week when his Japanese team and MLB came to an agreement 
that Ohtani can come to the majors via the posting system. The sides will work out a posting fee, but while it once appeared Ohtani’s journey to 
the big leagues would be delayed, it now appears he’ll be with some team in spring training. Which teams will allow Ohtani to pitch and hit? 
Ohtani is expected to draw wide-ranging interest, but the team that wins his rights must be willing to let him be a two-way player. That is a huge 
commitment. The Yankees appear to be the front-runners. And don’t underestimate the Blue Jays. 

2. Josh Byrnes, senior vice president of baseball operations, Dodgers — We’re hearing Byrnes’s name as a possible GM candidate in Atlanta. 
Byrnes has a history with Braves president John Hart from their Cleveland days. The former Red Sox executive and GM of the Diamondbacks 
and Padres has been looking to run his own team again. 



3. Jose Bautista, RF/DH, free agent — Bautista wants to continue playing and feels there’s more left in the tank despite a poor season. Bautista 
might have to settle for a non-roster invitation to spring training. 

4. Albert Abreu, RHP, Yankees — Mixed reviews from scouts and executives on Abreu, 22, from the Arizona Fall League. One side thinks the 
Yankees will have another top-of-the-rotation starter, in the mold of Luis Severino, in the near future. The other side wonders if Abreu is headed 
for a bullpen role in the majors. The pro-Abreu folks don’t think the Yankees will have to spend a lot of money on pitching in the future because 
they have it in their system. 

5. Francisco Mejia, C, Indians — We all know how hard it is to find catching, but it appears the Indians have their future backstop in Mejia, who 
has a great arm and a big-time bat with power. Mejia was also used at third base in the AFL, but his future is clearly as a catcher. 

6. Bryce Brentz, OF, Red Sox — Yes, even Brentz was a little taken aback when the Red Sox suddenly put him on the 40-man roster earlier 
this month after they failed to take advantage of his power in September. According to Dave Dombrowski, former manager John Farrell nixed it 
because he didn’t think he could guarantee Brentz any at-bats. Now it appears he has a chance to take Chris Young’s role as the fourth 
outfielder. Brentz is a pretty good outfielder with an above-average arm. The question is, can Brentz deal with sporadic playing time? 

7. Dana LeVangie, pitching coach, Red Sox — Obviously, it’s not often a former catcher becomes a pitching coach, but it’s not unprecedented 
with the Red Sox. Joe Morgan’s pitching coach was the late Mike Rourke, one of the greatest pitching coaches ever and a former catcher. Also, 
Dave Duncan is regarded as one of the best pitching coaches of all time and he was a catcher. 

8. Brandon Kintzler, RHP, free agent — Kintzler will be an interesting choice for teams looking for a back-end reliever, such as the Astros. But 
he could end up back with the Twins, who unwisely dealt him to the Nationals at the trading deadline. The Twins are looking for a front-line 
starter and a front-line reliever. 

9. Marcell Ozuna, LF, Marlins — Ozuna has become a possible trade target for the A’s, according to a report by Susan Slusser of the San 
Francisco Chronicle. The A’s have a strong young nucleus and now need to fill in with established, controllable stars. Given that the Marlins 
may not be able to deal the $295 million left on Giancarlo Stanton’s contract, they would then have to entertain dealing Ozuna or center fielder 
Christian Yelich. 

Extra innings 

From the Bill Chuck files: “Over the last three seasons, there have been about the same amount of stolen bases (in 2015: 2,505; 2016: 2,537; 
2017: 2,527). But in 2017, only 934 runners were caught stealing, the lowest total since 1968, when 931 were nabbed.” Also, “Over the last 
three seasons, Eric Hosmer has played 10 games at Fenway Park and hit .325 with one HR, his only XBH in 45 PA. From 2015-17, he’s hit 
.280 against the AL East with 12 HRs in 104 games.” . . . Happy birthday to Rey Quinones (54) and Ike Delock (88) on Saturday and Wade 
Miley (31) on Monday. 

Boston Globe LOADED: 11.12.2017 

Ken Rosenthal / Younger managers are in vogue. Are c lubs making a wise choice? 

Ken Rosenthal 

Here we go again. Four of the five managers hired since the end of the season lack previous major league managing experience. Barring the 
surprise hiring of an out-of-work veteran, the New York Yankees will make it five of six. The one exception, the Detroit Tigers, went with Ron 
Gardenhire, but could have justified hiring a first-timer more easily than clubs such as the New York Mets, Boston Red Sox and Washington 
Nationals, teams in bigger markets and/or more competitive positions. 

Most managers today are considerably less powerful than they were 20 and even 10 years ago. Clubs view them primarily as middle-
management functionaries, deploying statistical information prepared by the front office and providing intangible benefits when they 
communicate well with players and push them to better performance. The 21st-century manager has little say in a team’s overall direction. The 
less experience he brings, the easier he is to control, and the more inexpensive he will be. 

There are exceptions; no two teams, no two managers, no two situations are exactly alike. Still, the pattern in the industry has been clear since 
the 2011-12 offseason, when the St. Louis Cardinals and Chicago White Sox named Mike Matheny and Robin Ventura their respective 
managers even though neither had been even a major league coach. 

Starting with managers hired for the 2012 season, 24 of the last 38 hires — 63 percent — had no previous major-league managing experience. 
Those numbers include four of the five managers hired this off-season — the Mets’ Mickey Callaway, the Nationals’ Dave Martinez, Red Sox’s 
Alex Cora and Philadelphia Phillies’ Gabe Kapler. And no one should be shocked if the Yankees continue the “no previous experience required” 
trend; their latest candidate, according to ESPN, is former major leaguer Aaron Boone, an ESPN analyst who has never coached or managed. 

Callaway, Martinez, and Cora followed a traditional path to managing, rising from major league coaching positions (though Cora was the 
Houston Astros’ bench coach for only one season). Kapler, who spent the previous four seasons as the Los Angeles Dodgers’ farm director 
and also managed one of the Red Sox’s Class A affiliates in 2007, is more of an outlier, similar in his lack of previous full-time coaching 
experience to Matheny, Ventura, Milwaukee Brewers manager Craig Counsell and former Colorado Rockies manager Walt Weiss. 

So, how are clubs faring with all these newbies? Are they identifying the next Bobby Cox, the next Jim Leyland, the next Tony La Russa? 

Hah. Not counting the most recent hires, nine of the 20 first-time managers hired between 2012-017 have lost their jobs. And four who remain 
— Matheny, the Seattle Mariners’ Scott Servais, Atlanta Braves’ Brian Snitker and Cincinnati Reds’ Bryan Price — will be under added scrutiny 
next season. The San Diego Padres’ Andy Green, signed through 2021, enjoys the most contractual security of the group. The Los Angeles 
Dodgers’ Dave Roberts and Arizona Diamondbacks’ Torey Lovullo appear the best bets for long-term success. 

The rate of retention among veteran managers hired since the 2011-12 off-season is actually slightly worse than it is among first-timers — 
seven of 13 have lost their jobs (53.8 percent). But suffice it to say that teams continue to do poor jobs developing managers and continue to 
show little patience. The Los Angeles Angels’ Mike Scioscia (18 seasons) and San Francisco Giants’ Bruce Bochy (11) are the longest-tenured 
managers. Only five others have lasted more than five seasons with their present teams. 

The trend toward hiring first-time managers is partly cyclical; experienced options currently are in short supply. Bobby Cox, Joe Torre, Tony La 
Russa and Jim Leyland are among the long-time managers who have retired since 2010. In addition, the market only recently became deep in 



appealing veteran options, when Joe Girardi, John Farrell, Brad Ausmus and Dusty Baker became available. Girardi, Farrell and Ausmus seem 
likely to manage again; Baker, who at 68 is by far the oldest of the group, might not. 

Money is another factor; players grow so wealthy as major leaguers that those who want to jump into managing generally are reluctant to work 
their way up from low-paying positions. Many baseball people believe the minor leagues are a terrific place for managers to learn their craft; 
they can learn to run a bullpen, learn to build trust with players, learn to handle all kinds of situations in front of smaller crowds and under less 
pressure. But consider Jason Giambi, who many in the game view as a managerial candidate. Giambi earned $133.6 million in his career. He’s 
not going to ride the buses in the minors the way Ryne Sandberg did for six seasons in the Phillies’ system (Sandberg flopped once the Phillies 
promoted him to the majors, going 119-159, a .428 winning percentage). Heck, Giambi probably is not even willing to accept a six-figure 
coaching salary. 

Managing in the minors is hardly a steppingstone for more obscure candidates; teams routinely bypass them for choices they perceive to be 
more cutting-edge. Dusty Wathan, who has managed 10 years in the minors with the Phillies, lost out to Kapler. Charlie Montoyo, after 18 years 
managing in the minors with the Tampa Bay Rays, the last eight at Triple A, lost out to Kevin Cash for the major league job in 2015, though the 
Rays did name him to Cash’s coaching staff. 

Times change. Circumstances do, too. Decision making for managers is perhaps less critical than in the past due to the ever-increasing 
amounts of data flowing from the front offices to the dugout. Strong communicators such as Roberts and the Houston Astros’ A.J. Hinch are in 
vogue; Yankees general manager Brian Cashman cited “connectivity” with the clubhouse in explaining his decision to part with Girardi. Well, 
Girardi offered other attributes his successor will be hard-pressed to match. And lest anyone forget, Hinch struggled in his first stint with the 
Diamondbacks before winning a World Series with Houston — and going somewhat rogue by eschewing conventional bullpen matchups in 
favor of longer stints from pitchers who had gained his trust. 

Maybe Callaway, Martinez and Cora will all prove as capable as Roberts did and succeed with competitive clubs in large markets. Maybe 
Kapler, despite minimal on-field experience, will make the kind of impact in Philadelphia that Counsell has in Milwaukee. Fans, though, should 
not be fooled as clubs continue to hire inexperienced, inexpensive managers who are more easily manipulated. We’ve yet to see that the new 
formula is any better than the old. 

The Athletic LOADED: 11.12.2017 

 
Rosenthal's Hot Stove: Time for the Rays to tear dow n and rebuild; Hosmer vs. Santana; more news and note s 
By Ken Rosenthal 11 hours ago 
ORLANDO — The Tampa Bay Rays have not yet made a firm decision on whether to rebuild. Like a number of clubs, they were preoccupied at 
the start of the off-season making changes to their coaching staff, and only now are beginning to engage with rival clubs in trade discussions, 
general manager Erik Neander said. 
If the Rays deconstruct—and frankly, such a retreat is overdue—they could shake up the industry by entertaining offers for right-hander Chris 
Archer, closer Alex Colome and center fielder Kevin Kiermaier, as well as three players who are under club control for two more seasons: 
outfielder Corey Dickerson, right-hander Jake Odorizzi and infielder Brad Miller. If club officials take the teardown far enough, they would be 
almost obligated to listen to proposals for third baseman Evan Longoria, too. 
Longoria, 32, cannot veto a trade—he is days short of 10 years of service, five consecutive with the same club. According to sources with 
knowledge of his thinking, he would have “zero interest” in staying with the Rays if they tore down their roster. And Rays officials privately 
acknowledge they would need to consider his sentiments, knowing how badly he wants to win, knowing how loyal he has been to the franchise. 
The Rays owe Longoria just under $90 million over the next five seasons, including deferrals—a steep price for a player coming off his worst 
offensive season and likely entering the decline phase of his career. Then again, Longoria just won his third Gold Glove, and according to 
Fangraphs’ version of Wins Above Replacement, he had a better overall season than 29-year-old free-agent third baseman Mike Moustakas 
although not as good as the other top free agent at third, 31-year-old Todd Frazier. 
But back to the Rays, who have endured four straight losing seasons, finishing an average of 17 1/2 games out of first place, after reaching the 
postseason four of the previous six years. Their 80 victories last season matched the Kansas City Royals and Los Angeles Angels for the most 
by an American League club that did not reach the playoffs. But in the top-heavy AL, the Rays still missed a postseason berth by five games. 
Heck, why wouldn’t the Rays rebuild? It’s not as if they will offend their fan base after ranking last in the majors in attendance for the sixth 
straight season. Their top trade candidates, meanwhile, almost certainly would command a massive return. 
Archer, 29, is coming off his third straight 200-inning campaign, and under club control for four more seasons at a combined $33.75 million. 
Colome, who turns 29 on New Year’s Eve, converted 47 of 53 saves last season with a 3.24 ERA, and is under club control for three more 
seasons. Kiermaier, 27, is an elite defender who had a career-high .788 OPS last season and is under control for six more seasons at a 
combined $63.5 million. 
Many clubs surely would rather trade for Archer than gamble on a free agent such as Yu Darvish or Jake Arrieta for $125 million, $150 million, 
whatever the price might be. Colome is not as accomplished as the top free-agent closer, Wade Davis, but he is more than three years younger 
and has been on the disabled list with an arm issue only once since 2013, missing the minimum 15 days in 2016 with right biceps tendinitis. 
Kiermaier offers similar appeal—he is four years younger than the top free-agent center fielder, Lorenzo Cain. 
For the Rays, the decision to finally deconstruct appears simple. They’ve fought the good fight long enough. They need to trade Archer, Colome 
and Kiermaier, and then, if possible, Longoria. They are not going to compete with the Boston Red Sox or New York Yankees anytime soon. 
Santana vs. Hosmer: maybe not what you think 
 The conventional wisdom is that Eric Hosmer is the top free-agent first baseman, followed by Carlos Santana. The conventional wisdom is not 
wrong—Hosmer, 28, is nearly 3 1/2 years younger than Santana, not to mention a former World Series and World Baseball Classic champion 
with leadership ability. 
Santana, though, has been a more consistent and productive offensive player than Hosmer over their respective careers. And while Hosmer 
recently won his fourth AL Gold Glove at first base, Santana was a finalist for the award—impressive, considering Santana began his career as 
a catcher and only began playing first regularly in 2014. 
An information book Santana’s agents at Octagon are distributing to clubs at the general managers’ meetings offers insight into his value. 



Some nuggets: 
*Santana is the only major leaguer who has posted an on-base percentage of at least .350 while making enough plate appearances to qualify 
for the batting title in each of the past seven seasons. 
*Santana’s fWAR has ranged between 2.1 and 3.7 in the past seven seasons, averaging 3.0. Hosmer’s fWAR has ranged from -1.7 to 4.1 in 
that span, and three times was either zero or negative, giving him an average of 1.4. 
*Santana has averaged 152 games over the past seven seasons and is one of only five players with 600 plate appearances in each of the past 
six. 
*Santana and Joey Votto are the only players with 400 extra-base hits and 600 walks since 2011. 
Impressive stuff, to be sure, but a rival executive with a background in analytics summed up the case for Hosmer by saying that he is utterly 
compelling even though his numbers at times suggest otherwise. Let the debate continue: The market is again flooded with free-agent first 
basemen, but the two players at the top—Hosmer and Santana—are a cut above. 
What if Giancarlo just says no? 
Marlins right fielder Giancarlo Stanton might hold even greater leverage than most players with full no-trade clauses. The Marlins reportedly 
want to reduce their payroll to $90 million, and Stanton’s salary next season will be $25 million. Thus, the leverage clubs generally employ 
against players with no-trade clauses—“We can always keep you”—probably does not apply. 
In theory, Stanton could reject the San Francisco Giants, St. Louis Cardinals and every other interested club if his sole desire is to play for the 
Los Angeles Dodgers, the team closest to where he grew up in the San Fernando Valley. The Dodgers, though, probably do not want to absorb 
Stanton’s contract at this time; they’re already committed to $211 million in luxury-tax payroll next season, according to Cot’s Baseball 
Contracts. Their commitments will drop in ‘19 to $107 million and further reduce to $74 million if Clayton Kershaw opts out. But again, the 
Marlins probably cannot wait a year for the Dodgers to regain financial flexibility. 
Stanton, who maintains a near-impeccable image, would look selfish and petty if he forced the Marlins to carry him next season over his 
insistence on playing for the Dodgers or another club. As was the case with Justin Verlander, who approved a trade from the Detroit Tigers to 
the Houston Astros on Aug. 31, the timing might not be right for him to go to his first choice. He will just need to sort through his options and 
pick the situation that he prefers most. 
Around the horn 
Items based on information gathered from major-league sources: 
*The recruitment of two-way star Shohei Ohtani, if he is indeed posted by the Nippon Ham Fighters, will be something to behold. The Mariners 
have talked to Hall of Famer Ken Griffey Jr. about possibly accompanying their contingent to visit Ohtani in Japan, and Griffey is said to be 
“game” about making such a trip. Other teams surely are devising their own creative pitches as well. The posting of Ohtani hinges on the 
players’ union signing off on a new posting agreement between Major League Baseball and Nippon Professional Baseball. 
*Kansas City Royals general manager Dayton Moore, whom the team denied permission to interview with the Atlanta Braves, is under contract 
for three more seasons, through 2020. Moore wanted to explore the Braves’ opportunity but left the decision to owner David Glass, who chose 
to keep Moore rather than turn the club over to one of his assistant GMs, J.J. Picollo or Scott Sharp. 
*The Indians’ decision on Jason Kipnis’ position next season will hinge, in part, on their acquisitions this winter. If the team passes on finding a 
replacement for Carlos Santana, it could move Michael Brantley to first, play Kipnis in left and use Yandy Diaz at third. The optimal scenario, 
club officials believe, is for Jose Ramirez to be at second, alongside Francisco Lindor at short. 
*The San Francisco Giants had strong interest in pitching coach Dave Eiland after he was fired by the Royals, but ultimately hired Curt Young. 
Eiland, who made it clear to Giants officials that his preference was to be on the east coast, joined new manager Mickey Callaway with the New 
York Mets, effectively giving the Mets two strong voices on pitching. 
*The Cincinnati Reds are telling clubs they plan to hold onto right-handed closer Raisel Iglesias, who is under club control for four more 
seasons. First baseman Joey Votto, 34, and right-hander Homer Bailey, 31, are the only Reds who are older than 30, and club officials believe 
the team could be a legitimate contender from 2019 to ‘21. 
 
JIM INGRAHAM Indians commentary: Kluber placing himse lf among Tribe's best pitchers of all-time 
Jim Ingraham | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on Nov. 12, 2017 
On Wednesday, for the second time in the last four years, Corey Kluber will win the American League Cy Young Award. 
 
At least he should. 
 
For the first two-thirds of the 2017 season Kluber and Chris Sale were pretty even. But Kluber won it in August and September, when he went 
10-1 with a 1.42 ERA and Sale was 4-4 with a 4.09 ERA. 
 
All votes for the Cy Young Award, and for all of the four major awards presented by the Baseball Writers Association of America, must be 
submitted before the start of the postseason. So the awards are based solely on the regular season. 
 
Assuming Kluber wins, it will bookend an astonishing four-year run by a pitcher whose mushrooming Cleveland pitching resume is starting to 
compare favorably with the greatest pitchers in Indians history. 
 
In the first 50 years of the Cy Young Award, which was established in 1956, only one Indians pitcher won it: Gaylord Perry, in 1972. 
 
Another 35 years passed before CC Sabathia and Cliff Lee won it consecutively, in 2007 and 2008. 
 
Now Kluber is about to win it twice in the span of four years. From 2014-17, Kluber’s record is 63-38 (.624), with a 2.83 ERA, over one full run 
better than the American League ERA of 4.10 during those years. 



In those four years Kluber leads all AL pitchers in wins, ERA, ERA+, FIP, opponents’ batting average and opponents’ OPS. 
 
In those four years Kluber won two Cy Young Awards, and finished in the top three in the voting in three of the four years. Last year he finished 
third, even though he had a better WAR, ERA, ERA+, more shutouts and more strikeouts (in fewer innings) than winner Rick Porcello. 
 
In 2015, the one year he didn’t finish in the top three in the Cy Young voting, Kluber led the league with 16 losses, but STILL finished ninth in 
the voting. And he probably should have been higher than that, given that he had the second-highest WHIP, the third most strikeouts and 
innings pitched, the fourth best ERA+ and sixth-best WAR of any of the starting pitchers ahead of him. 
 
And that was considered an “off” year for Kluber. 
 
Indeed, it’s been not just Kluber’s consistency that has made him the best pitcher in the league since 2014, but, as manager Terry Francona is 
fond of reminding everyone, “It’s his consistency at such a high level.” 
 
Consistently being a solid major league player is hard enough. Consistently being an elite performer, start after start, week after week, month 
after month, and year after year _ that puts you in some pretty exclusive company. 
 
So much so, that now is a good time to ponder, admire, and give some historical context to the career Kluber is authoring. 
 
Start with this: Kluber’s 8.0 WAR (per Baseball-Reference) in 2017 not only was the best in the majors by a pitcher, and 1.6 higher than any 
other AL pitcher, it’s the highest WAR by an Indians pitcher in 43 years — since Perry’s 8.6 in 1974. 
 
As a point of reference, in their Cy Young years, Lee had a 6.9 WAR, Sabathia 6.3. 
 
Kluber’s career WAR of 26.9 ranks 15th on the Indians’ all-time list for pitchers. Over the last four years his average WAR is 6.5. If he maintains 
that average over the next three years it would kick his career WAR up to 46.9, which would rank third in Indians history among pitchers, behind 
Bob Feller (65.2), Stan Coveleski (55.3) and Mel Harder (47.9). 
 
Kluber has already climbed even higher on some important Indians career pitching lists. 
 
For example, among pitchers with a minimum of 1,000 innings pitched for Cleveland, Kluber ranks first in Indians’ history in career strikeouts-
per-nine innings (9.9), first in strikeouts-to-walks ratio (4.94), and first in strikeout percentage (27.4), which is the percentage of all batters faced 
who have struck out. As a point of reference, Feller ranks 10th on that list at 16 percent. 
 
Another stat is strikeouts-base on balls percentage, which measures the percentage difference between batters who have struck out to batters 
who have walked. Kluber has nearly lapped the field in this one. His differential of 21.8 percent is the best in Indians history. Luis Tiant is 
second at 12.4 percent. 
 
The only pitcher in Indians history with a better career WHIP than Kluber’s 1.086 is Addie Joss (0.968), who pitched his last game 107 years 
ago. 
 
Kluber’s ERA+ is 135, which is second best in Indians history behind Joss’ 142. Kluber’s career 2.93 FIP is sixth lowest in Indians history, but 
you have to go back 93 years to find someone with a better one. 
 
So, what we have here is an all-time Indians’ great, at the peak of his career. And at age 31, Kluber could still have three or four more peak 
years ahead of him. 
 


