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San Francisco Chronicle 

Mac Williamson returns, tries to make impression on Giants 

John Shea 

 

The hopes for Jarrett Parker and Mac Williamson to get serious playing time in left field were 

dashed early this year when both got hurt. 

Parker recovered from his broken clavicle and returned to the Giants last month, only to 

experience mild oblique tightness Friday. He could miss at least a week. 

Now it’s Williamson’s turn to try to impress. 

“Hopefully I’ll continue to prove what I do and relax and have fun,” said Williamson, who was 

recalled from Triple-A Sacramento on Sunday (as was Orlando Calixte) and started in left field. 

Williamson, who opened the season on the disabled list with a quadriceps injury, played 10 

games for the Giants in May but hit .161 and returned to Sacramento. He spen t the rest of the 

season in the minors, except for a couple of big-league games in July. 

He had a solid August in Triple-A and hit .291 with five homers and 16 RBIs in his last 29 games. 

With Parker out, manager Bruce Bochy said Williamson will get significant duty in left. 
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“He’s come on in this last month,” Bochy said. “Better contact, driving the ball. He’s doing all 

the things we expect Mac to do. Now it’s time to get a look at him and get him some at-bats up 

here. It’s part of the evaluation process.” 

Williamson doubled in his first at-bat Sunday and again in the ninth inning. 

“This year hasn’t really gone the way I wanted to, both up here and down there,” Williamson 

said. “To get another opportunity to come up here and leave a good taste in their mouth going 

into the offseason and spring training, it’s always a good feeling.” 

Briefly: Outfielder Austin Slater will finish his rehab assignment with Sacramento on Monday 

and join the Giants in Denver, but it’s uncertain how much he’ll play. He hasn’t gotten many 

reps since missing nearly two months with a groin strain. ... First baseman Brandon 

Belt (concussion) hasn’t played since Aug. 4, and unless he feels OK to begin baseball activities 

soon, it’s doubtful he’ll play again this season, Bochy said. 

John Shea is The San Francisco Chronicle’s national baseball writer. 

On deck 

Monday 

at Rockies 

12:10 p.m. NBCSBA 

Stratton (2-3) vs. 

Bettis (0-2) 

Tuesday 

at Rockies 

5:40 p.m. NBCSBA 

Blach (8-11) vs. 

TBA 
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Wednesday 

at Rockies 

5:40 p.m. NBCSBA 

Cueto (6-7) vs. Freeland (11-9) 

Leading off 

Extra, extra: The Giants have seven walk-off victories, none coming in the ninth inning. The last 

team with at least seven walk-off wins, all in extra innings, was the 1987 California Angels. 

 

 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Here’s the catch: another loss for Giants 

John Shea 

 

When center fielder Gorkys Hernandez dashed toward left-center and extended his glove above 

the 8-foot wall at AT&T Park for perhaps the catch of the year, he became Madison 

Bumgarner’s best friend. 

“I wish I could’ve made it a little more meaningful,” Bumgarner said. “Nonetheless, it was a 

spectacular play.” 

Hernandez robbed Tommy Pham of a home run but could do nothing about balls hit by Paul 

DeJong, Jose Martinez and Harrison Bader, all of whom homered off Bumgarner in Sunday’s 7-3 

loss to the Cardinals. 

If the Giants make a promo video of the season — would they dare? — that might be the top 

highlight. 

Hernandez had no time to mosey to the wall and set himself. This was an on-the-run play in 

which he made a backhanded catch, jumping off his left foot and bracing himself against the 

wall with his right foot. 
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He snagged the ball, then twisted his body toward the plate and landed on both feet, 

completing his 360-degree journey by holding the ball high in his glove. Just to make sure 

everyone could believe what he just did. 

“That’s one of the best defensive games I’ve seen one player have, with all the plays he made,” 

said manager Bruce Bochy, noting two other running catches Hernandez made, one in each 

gap. “I’m trying to add up the runs he saved us.” 

Cardinals manager Mike Matheny took a guess. 

“Their center fielder probably took away three or four runs today,” Matheny said. “That’s one 

of the best catches we’ve seen this year.” 

Hernandez, who’s playing to win a job on next year’s Opening Day roster, swiped an extra-base 

hit from Stephen Piscotty with a running catch in right-center, stranding the bases loaded in the 

seventh. The center fielder took another hit from DeJong in the ninth, ranging farther to left 

field than he did on his homer-robbing play. 

Hernandez ended the sequence of plays by sliding on his knee on the warning track. 

Super plays, both. But the play in which he went over the wall? “Wow,” Bumgarner was seen 

saying just as Hernandez came back to earth. 

“When I saw the ball,” Hernandez said, “I tried to see how far I was to the wall. I saw I had a 

chance to grab the ball. I had a good jump and grabbed it.” 

Bumgarner retired his first 11 hitters, then gave up back-to-back homers to DeJong and 

Martinez with two outs in the fourth. The lefty did his best to alleviate the problem, hitting his 

first homer since the season opener (when he homered twice) to tie the score 2-2. 

Then the sixth inning happened. Bader hit a one-out homer, and Martinez and Yadier Molina hit 

consecutive two-out run-scoring doubles. It was Bumgarner’s final inning. He gave up five hits 

and no singles. 
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In 14 starts, he has given up 14 homers. 

“It seemed like every one of them was middle, middle,” said Bumgarner, referring to the strike 

zone. “That’s what guys are supposed to do with it. It doesn’t matter what pitch it is, how hard 

it is. If you live right there or make mistakes right there, that’s what’s going to happen.” 

The score was 5-2 when Kyle Crick entered in the seventh, and it quickly became 7-2 on Bader’s 

single and Martinez’s ground-rule double. Tim Federowicz hit his first homer since 2014 for the 

Giants’ final run. 

Matt Moore, who continues to try getting his groove back, pitched two scoreless innings in his 

first regular-season relief appearance since 2011. He’s due to start next against the White Sox 

in Chicago. 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

As S. F. burns, who started the Giants’ fire? 

Scott Ostler 

 

In honor of Mother Nature’s red-hot kiss to the Bay Area, let’s look at the Giants. Here is one 

guy’s Giants’ heat index, a rating of how high the blame flame should be turned up under 

various figures in this tragedy: 

Madison Bumgarner: Red hot chili peppers with no water backup. That dirt-bike ride was a blip 

on an otherwise blank rap sheet, but, Lord, it was a big blip. It was the Goodyear Blip of blips. 

This is a team game, Mad Bum. No Willie Mac Award for you. 

Charles Johnson: Burnin’ burnin’ disco inferno. The Giants’ principal owner is the 208th richest 

person on Earth, and he can’t afford a left fielder? 

The Giants certainly aren’t as silly-cheap as, say, A’s owner John Fisher. But a ball team is more 

than a corporation. It is a public trust, and if the fans support you, you have to support them 

back. Instead, the Giants elected to hold the line on spending, leaving the team dangerously 

deficient in left field. 
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When you’re No. 208 in the world, you should dig into the couch cushions for a few mil, damn 

the profit margin, for one little piece of your empire. 

The baseball: Death Valley on Labor Day. Major League Baseball juiced up its ball this season, 

which killed the Giants. The new lively ball put way more emphasis on home runs, which the 

Giants don’t hit. 

The new, tighter ball caused a blister epidemic among pitchers, the most hard-hit of whom was 

Johnny Cueto. And just how is that not going to be a problem next season? 

Bobby Evans: The old baseball hotfoot. The budget was too small, but Evans (and Brian Sabean, 

for whatever role he played) would have been better off going for a cheaper closer and using 

some of the savings on a couple of reliable vets in the bullpen, instead of turning the whole 

’pen show over to kids. 

The Giants didn’t know in advance that the ball was going to be juiced this season, but the guys 

in suits and ties left Buster Posey stranded on an island. 

When Buster was league MVP he was surrounded by hitters with punch — Melky Cabrera (also 

juiced), a younger Hunter Pence, Marco Scutaro. On Sunday, Posey batted between Joe Panik 

and Brandon Crawford. That’s so not fair to Posey. 

Blame Brandon Belt? Why? He is what he is. On a good team, Belt is the No. 7 hitter. Here, he’s 

jammed into the No. 3 spot (when healthy). Not his fault. 

Also, Evans/Sabean/Johnson/Larry Baer, if you’re going to stick with your blueprint, a pitcher-

centric team, you gotta have a better defensive outfield than Random Guy, Denard Span and 

Pence. 

Javier Lopez: Molten s’mores. The wily lefty picked a bad time to retire, leaving the bullpen, and 

the team, with a serious leadership void. 

Hensley Meulens: Small toaster fire. I don’t lay much blame on Bam Bam. Fans were on him in 

2010, ’12 and ’14, and everything turned out fine. Hitting coaches are overrated. Meulens 

didn’t tell Pence to hit with a Nerf bat. 
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Larry Baer: Red hot pizza on the roof of your mouth. At some point the Giants might have to 

acknowledge that in this new home run age, their overly spacious outfield is a growing 

handicap. If Giancarlo Stanton says, “I don’t want to be traded to San Fran and play in that 

ballpark,” Baer and his crew will have to take a hard look at adjusting the fences. 

Also, Baer should have leaned harder on Johnson and company to pop for a big-time left 

fielder. 

Barry Bonds: Atomic Balm in the jock. He’s back as part of the organization, and he got his 

name on the Giants’ Wall of Fame, so how come Bonds couldn’t come around more often and 

inspire better hitting? 

Bruce Bochy: Room temperature wine. Bochy’s low energy drags down the Giants. The game 

has passed him by. So say the baying hounds of Twitter and yon. 

To use Bochy’s expression, He’ll be fiiine. Bochy was the same guy when the Giants were 

winning and he was headed to the Hall of Fame. You get a lot of digits deducted from your 

baseball IQ when you have to run Pablo Sandoval out to third base and Mac Williamson to left. 

Hunter Pence: Hot coals. Did he simply get old overnight? Currently the seventh lowest OPS 

among National League qualifiers (.691), Pence’s leadership value is high, but it has been 

undercut by his low production, injuries and change in clubhouse chemistry. 

When a team wins (see: ’10, ’12, ’14) there is a mysterious chemical reaction that allows an 

Aubrey Huff or a Hunter Pence to emerge as a spiritual leader. 

Winning is comprised of a thousand elements falling into place and mixing and blending to 

create a crazy magic that can’t be fully explained with logic. It’s just there, a beautiful thing. 

And then it’s gone. 
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San Jose Mercury News 

Long ball haunts Bumgarner as Giants fall to Cards 

Paul Gackle 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — For five-plus innings, Madison Bumgarner was nearly perfect. He just 

couldn’t stay away from the long ball. 

After retiring the first 11 batters he faced at AT&T Park Sunday, Bumgarner coughed up back-

to-back home runs in the fourth and then he surrendered another big fly in the fifth that 

cemented the Giants fate in a 7-3 loss to the St. Louis Cardinals. 

“I didn’t give us a chance to win today. I let that game get away from,” Bumgarner said. “I’ve 

got to find a way not to do that, can’t let that happen.” 

Rookie shortstop Paul DeJong spoiled Bumgarner’s early bid for a perfect game with two outs in 

the fourth, launching a cutter to left field, tying the game at 1-1. The next batter, Jose Martinez, 

followed suit, sending an inside changeup into the bleachers in left-center field to give the Red 

Birds the lead. 

But Bumgarner (3-7) wasn’t going to wait around for his teammates to get one back. 

After he put together a 1-2-3 inning in the fifth, he used his plate appearance in the bottom of 

the inning to smash his third home run of the season, a towering shot to left off Cardinals 

starter Luke Weaver (4-1) that sailed 420 feet. 

The game-tying shot was Bumgarner’s first since his two-home run performance on Opening 

Day. The long ball made him the first Major League pitcher since Earl Wilson in 1967 to record 

three or more home runs in four-consecutive seasons. 

But Bumgarner’s moment of redemption didn’t last. 

With one out in the sixth, he surrendered his third hit of the game, another home run, a blast to 

left-center from rookie centerfielder Harrison Bader. 

The home run was the 14th surrendered by Bumgarner, who missed his scheduled start 

Thursday with flu-like symptoms, in 14 starts this season. 

“It is a sign of the times,” manager Bruce Bochy said, pointing out that baseballs are flying out 

of the parks across the Majors at a record pace this season. “You saw today. There were some 

balls that I thought were routine and they were carrying to the warning track. 

“It’s part of the game now, this long ball. It’s historic, the numbers you’re looking at in August, 

and really from day one, home runs were being hit.” 
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But Bumgarner disagreed with his manager’s explanation of his propensity for giving up home 

runs this season. The surly right-hander doesn’t think it has anything to do with the baseball, his 

illness earlier in the series or the Bay Area’s warm weather, which allowed the ball to carry 

further this weekend. 

“I’m pretty sure every one of them was probably just right there, middle-middle,” Bumgarner 

said. “That’s what guys are supposed to do with it. No matter what pitch it is, how hard it is, if 

you leave it right there too often and make a couple of mistakes there, that’s what’s going to 

happen.” 

Two of the home runs that Bumgarner surrendered were in the middle of the plate and seven 

of the 14 he’s coughed up this season are considered, “middle-middle”, according to Statcast. 

Bumgarner would have given up four home runs had centerfielder Gorkeys Hernandez not 

leaped up and hauled one back from beyond the Bank of America sign in center in the first. 

“He saved my heinie a couple of times,” Bumgarner said, adding later: “I wish I could have 

made it a little more meaningful. Nonetheless, it was a spectacular play.” 

Hernandez also made a dazzling catch with the bases loaded in the seventh, chasing down a fly 

ball at the warning track in the deepest part of the yard near Triples Alley with an over-the-

shoulder grab. He did it again in the ninth, making a sliding catch at the warning track in the 

left-center gap. 

Denard Span, who’s been criticized for his lack of range in center this season, should have taken 

notice. 

“I’m trying to add up the runs that he saved us,” Bochy said. “That’s one of the best-defensive 

games I’ve seen one player have with all the plays he made. He’s a gifted outfielder.” 

After Bumgarner gave up his third home run, he flew over the handlebars, walking Tommy 

Pham and allowing him to score on a double from Martinez. The next hitter, Yadier Molina, 

doubled, too, giving the Cardinals a 5-2 lead. 

With Bumgarner out of the game, the Cardinals exploited the Giants bullpen in the seventh, 

scoring two runs off Kyle Crick, who gave up two hits and three walks in 2/3 of an inning. 

The Giants scored the game’s first run in the opening frame when Buster Posey singled in Joe 

Panik from second. 

Catcher Tim Federowicz, who was recalled from Triple-A Sacramento on Friday, smacked a 

home run to left in the eighth while pinch hitting in the pitcher’s spot. 
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— The Giants recalled outfielder Mac Williamson and infielder Orlando Calixte from Triple-A 

Sacramento Sunday. Williamson went 2 for 4 with two doubles. 

— Outfielder Austin Slater will rejoin the Giants roster in Colorado next week after he 

completes a nine-inning rehabilitation assignment with Triple-A Sacramento on Monday. 

Unfortunately, Slater, who’s been on the disabled list with a right groin strain since July 8, won’t 

get a longer minor league rehabilitation assignment because the River Cats season ends on 

Monday. 

“It’s a tough deal with Slater because you would like for him to get more at bats and more 

playing time on his rehab,” Bochy said. “He’s missed a lot of time with his injury. The last thing I 

want for him is to come up and not have his timing, struggle and go into the offseason having 

some struggles.” 

— Matt Moore pitched the eighth and ninth innings for the Giants Sunday, his first relief 

appearance since Sept. 17, 2011. Moore’s temporary move to the bullpen means that Chris 

Stratton will take his spot in the rotation in Colorado Monday. 

Bochy said Moore will get a start next weekend when the team travels to Chicago for a three-

game set with the White Sox. 

“I didn’t want him going too long without getting on the mound,” Bochy said. “What I saw was 

a very good two innings.” 

— Pablo Sandoval went 0 for 3. He’s now without a hit in his last 29 plate appearances. 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

Cards’ manager offers Giants’ Belt advice about his concussion: ‘go slow’ 

Paul Gacklwe 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — The sand is running through the hourglass for Giants first baseman Brandon 

Belt to return from a concussion this season, and that’s okay, according to St. Louis Cardinals 

manager Mike Matheny. 

If anyone understands the risks associated with rushing back from concussions, it would be the 

Cardinals skipper, who was forced to retire in 2007 after he suffered a head injury while 

catching for the Giants in 2006. 

Matheny offered Belt, who’s been sidelined since Aug. 4 with his fourth documented 



11 

 

concussion, a simple word of advice prior to the final game of the Giants four-game set with the 

Cardinals at AT&T Park Sunday: “Be smart.” 

“Go slow,” the Cardinals manager said. “Get as much information as you can. Make sure you 

don’t let anything get in the way of doing the right thing for your own well being. 

“There’s that balance in this game where, this guy will play through anything. To me, this is a 

completely different category.” 

At this point, Belt and the Giants are erring on the side of caution, which is why there’s a good 

chance that the first baseman won’t return to the diamond before the end of the season. 

Giants manager Bruce Bochy acknowledged Sunday that Belt, who’s been engaging in cardio 

and weight lifting recently, is running out time of time to rejoin the club this season. 

“If he came around this week, there’s a chance he could play,” the Giants manager said. “But if 

it’s going to be a couple of weeks, it’s doubtful that he’ll play this year because he’s going to 

need time to do all the things that a player needs to do to hit Major League pitching. 

“Unless there’s some really big changes here in this coming week, I think it becomes doubtful 

that he’ll play this year.” 

Matheny retired in 2007 because doctors refused to clear him to play after he missed the last 

four months of the 2006 season with a concussion suffered from taking a foul tip to the face 

mask. 

The Cardinals manager said that he suffered 25 to 30 documented concussions during his 17-

year career and he believes that estimation is probably low compared to the actual number of 

head injuries he played through. 

By the time Matheny joined the Giants in 2005, he could tell that things weren’t right. He said 

he once drove off from a gas station in Half Moon Bay with the nozzle in his tank three times in 

the same month. Other times, he’d need to stop his car while he was driving to call his wife and 

ask her where he was headed to. 

“I couldn’t remember things that I absolutely should remember and couldn’t have a 

conversation like we’re having right now,” he said. “I realized that something serious had 

happened, and I could either fake my way through it and try to continue the pseudo-machoism 

or I could be honest, for myself, let alone for players yet to come. 

“It was scary.” 

Although he didn’t set out to spread awareness about head injuries, Matheny is glad that the 
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culture surrounding concussions in baseball is changing. 

Matheny said he’s pleased that Major League Baseball now has a protocol in place for players, 

like Belt, who suffer concussions. He’s also glad that baseball put rules in place to eliminate 

collisions at home plate, the type of play that was responsible for several of his concussions. 

“Because no one had gone through it, there was no protocol. I know I set myself back 

significantly because I tried to push through like I did anything else that I was injured with, and 

that was one that was detrimental to my progression,” he said. 

“It was a huge badge of honor that he will stay in front of the plate. If you’re not a guy that’s 

hitting 20 homers, hitting .300, you better do all those little things right. Honestly, I don’t know 

if I would have made it to the big leagues had I not had that component.” 

The Cardinals manager commended the Giants organization for being “forward thinking” when 

he suffered his last concussion in May 2006. 

“I was very fortunate that I was with San Fran at that time,” he said. “They didn’t pause. The 

first thing they did was start calling football guys, start calling hockey guys, there’s something 

going on with this guy. Had I been elsewhere, a lot of times old school was, he’s got a 

concussion, tell me how many fingers have I got up? He’s good to go. 

“Things could have been much, much worse.” 

At this point, Matheny isn’t suffering the memory loss problems that have plagued other 

former-athletes, like Jim McMahon, who suffered multiple concussions during their careers. But 

he said that he can’t handle the motion in the ocean when he goes boating with his friend in 

Half Moon Bay. He also feels shaken after he goes on rollercoaster rides with his kids. 

It’s too early to say what Matheny’s experience with concussions tells us about the future of 

Belt’s career. 

On one hand, Belt is a first baseman, so he isn’t exposed to the same type of head injury risk 

that Matheny experienced as a catcher. At the same time, we’re still on the tip of the iceberg 

when it comes to concussion research and it’s impossible say how the 29-year-old first 

baseman will respond to his latest head injury. 

Matheny pointed out that former-Minnesota Twins infielder Corey Koskie also had his career 

unexpectedly cut short by concussion issues. 

“It’s so subjective,” Matheny said. “There is no certainty. You have no idea.” 
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MLB.com 

Giants turn to Stratton in opener vs. Rockies 

Jonathan Hawthorne 

 

A pair of right-handers will square off to open a three-game series between the Giants and the 

Rockies on Labor Day in Denver. 

Chris Stratton, whose Saturday start was skipped, will try to set the tone for San Francisco's six-

game road trip. Stratton has been solid of late, posting a 2.67 ERA in five starts. His curveball 

has been particularly effective. It's averaged 3,086 rpm, tied for the best mark in the Majors 

with Twins reliever Ryan Pressly. 

Full Game Coverage 

Chad Bettis will toe the rubber for the Rockies. He's making his fifth start since returning from a 

battle with testicular cancer. Bettis took his second straight loss in his last outing, allowing five 

runs on seven hits. 

"He was behind in the count right from the get-go," Colorado manager Bud Black said after the 

start. "His strength is spotting the fastball, mixing in the change, keeping the ball down and 

getting those grounders." 

Bettis has had success against the Giants, though. In his last start against San Francisco, which 

came on Sept. 5, 2016, he threw a shutout, allowing two hits and no walks. 

Things to know about this game 

• Bettis has yet to win a game at Coors Field this season. He has a 3.79 ERA and an 0-1 record in 

three starts. 

• Stratton saw the Rox back in April as a reliever. He tossed three scoreless innings. 

• When the Rockies provide Bettis between three and five runs of support, he's posted a 1.93 

ERA. His ERA is 9.00 when Colorado scores between zero and two runs. 
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MLB.com 

Gorkys robs Pham amid highlight-reel day on D 

Jonathan Hawthorne 

 

SAN FRANCISCO -- By his counts, Gorkys Hernandez had robbed three home runs before 

Sunday -- two in his native Venezuela and one more in the Majors. 

After Sunday's 7-3 loss to the Cardinals, he can add another to his list. 

Full Game Coverage 

Hernandez extended his glove over the center-field wall to catch a ball hit 395 feet, according 

to Statcast™, to deny Tommy Pham of a home run during the first inning. 

Hernandez knew he had a chance on Pham's ball off the bat. 

"When I saw the ball, I tried to see how far [it was] between me and the wall," Hernandez said. 

"I said I had a chance to grab that ball. … I had a good jump, and I grabbed it." 

But Hernandez's defensive showing didn't stop there. He made a sliding catch at the right-

center-field wall to end the seventh inning -- with the bases loaded - and he turned in another 

running slide for a catch on the warning track during the ninth. 

"That's one of the best defensive games I've seen one player have with all the plays he made," 

Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. "He's a gifted outfielder. It's exciting to watch those kind of 

plays." 

Hernandez's impact wasn't lost on Cardinals manager Mike Matheny, who is familiar with AT&T 

Park from his days in a Giants uniform. 

"Their center fielder probably took away three or four runs today," Matheny said. "That's one 

of the best catches we've seen this year, only because of the speed where he got to the wall." 

Pham, an outfielder himself, was equally impressed. 

"He was playing me in right-center, and he went all the way to left-center and caught that. Just 

a great catch [by] him," Pham said. "Am I surprised he caught it? Not really, because I know he's 

a great center fielder, and he covers ground." 
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Hernandez's effort on the field Sunday matched his recent tear at the plate. He's hit .306 over 

his past 59 games. 

"It's part of my job -- try to hold the team on defense," Hernandez said. "And recognizing that 

ball [in the first], try to jump at the wall. The good thing is that I catch it." 

 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Bumgarner hits HR, but allows 3 as Giants fall 

Jonathan Howthorne and Michael Wagaman 

 

SAN FRANCISCO -- On an uncharacteristically warm weekend in the Bay Area, the Cardinals' 

power and offense showed once again why they're among the most potent in the Majors. With 

three of their top sluggers out of the lineup, the Cards hit a trio of homers and topped the 

Giants, 7-3, on Sunday at AT&T Park. 

They would have had a fourth, too, if not for a defensive gem by San Francisco center 

fielder Gorkys Hernandez to rob Tommy Pham in the first. 

Full Game Coverage 

Paul DeJong and Jose Martinez hit home runs in the fourth, the seventh time this season the 

Cards have had consecutive hitters go deep. Rookie Harrison Baderjoined the power display, 

going deep off Giants starter Madison Bumgarner in the sixth. 

"We jumped in after that first inning and made some things happen," Cardinals manager Mike 

Matheny said. "The offense was pretty relentless with great at-bats." The victory vaulted the 

Cardinals to three games behind the Rockies, who lost to the D-backs on Sunday, for the 

second National League Wild Card spot, and six games behind the Cubs in the NL Central hunt. 

St. Louis starter Luke Weaver (4-1) earned his fourth consecutive win. He limited the Giants to 

two runs and four hits over seven innings. 

Bumgarner (3-7) retired the first 11 batters he saw, but he allowed three home runs for only 

the second time since the 2016 season began. He's now allowed 14 homers in 14 starts. 
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"He was a little bit off today. He's coming off flu-like symptoms," Giants manager Bruce Bochy 

said. "And I think it's a sign of the times. The ball was flying. You saw it today. There were balls 

hit that I thought were routine. They were carrying to the warning track." 

Tim Federowicz hit a home run in the eighth in his first at-bat since being recalled from Triple-A 

Sacramento on Friday. MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Gorkys' robbery: Pham nearly homered off Bumgarner in the first inning, but Hernandez made 

a spectacular leaping catch at the wall of a ball that travelled 395 feet, according to Statcast™. 

The AT&T Park crowd roared in approval as Bumgarner flashed a smile. "It was definitely pretty 

cool," Bumgarner said. "I wish I could have made it a little more meaningful. Nonetheless, it 

was a spectacular play." 

"He was playing me in right-center, and he went all the way to left-center and caught that. Just 

a great catch [by] him," Pham said. "Am I surprised he caught it? Not really, because I know he's 

a great center fielder and he covers ground." More > 

Tacking on two more: After Bader's solo shot in the sixth, the Cards added a pair of runs. Pham 

drew a walk, and Martinez brought him home with a double. Yadier Molina doubled in the next 

at-bat to give St. Louis a three-run inning. More > 

QUOTABLE 

"This park kills me. I'm more left-center to right-center when I hit balls in the air, and this park 

doesn't help me. I should have had three extra home runs here." -- Pham, on playing at AT&T 

Park 

"I don't think if the weather was 30 degrees or 100 degrees, all those balls that got hit today, at 

least off of me, I don't think it would have any kind of affect on it." --Bumgarner, on allowing 

three homers 

SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 

Bumgarner's solo home run gave him three this season -- despite a long stint on the disabled 

list. He's the first pitcher to total at least three homers in four consecutive seasons since Earl 

Wilson blasted three or more in five consecutive seasons between 1964-68. 

San Francisco southpaw Matt Moore spun two innings of scoreless relief, his first appearance 

out of the bullpen in the regular season since Sept. 17, 2011. He threw two relief innings during 

the 2013 postseason. 

Pitching coach Dave Righetti told Moore to be ready before the game. The Giants plan to start 

him next weekend against the White Sox. 
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"I'm all for it," Moore said. "I like being out there as much as I can. … If I didn't get in the game 

today or tomorrow, it would have been eight or nine games [between starts]. It was nice to get 

out there and compete." 

WHAT'S NEXT 

Cardinals: Carlos Martinez pitches the opener of a four-game series in San Diego at Petco Park 

on Monday, with first pitch scheduled for 3:40 p.m. CT. The right-hander had been on a nice roll 

until taking a loss in his last start. 

Giants: San Francisco begins a three-game set Monday in Denver against the Rockies. Game 

time is 12:10 p.m. PT. The Giants will send right-hander Chris Stratton to the bump. He's 

recorded two 10-strikeout games this season. 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Belt return this season looking ‘doubtful’ 

Jonathan Hawthorne 

 

SAN FRANCISCO -- Unless he makes significant progress in the coming week, the Giants don't 

expect first baseman Brandon Belt to return before the season ends, manager Bruce Bochy said 

Sunday. 

"At this point, if he came around this week, there's a chance he could play," Bochy said. "But if 

it's going to be a couple weeks, then it's doubtful that he will play this year. He's going to need 

time to do all the things a player needs to do to hit Major League pitching or play. That's doing 

baseball activities -- swinging a bat, getting your timing [down]. 

Full Game Coverage 

"Unless there's a really big change here in this coming week, I think it becomes doubtful that he 

will play this year." 

Belt sustained his fourth known concussion when he was hit on the head by a pitch on Aug. 5. 

He exited the game, and he appeared to turn a corner in his recovery on Aug. 17, when he took 

a "big step," beginning cardio activity. 

But since then, the Giants haven't had many noteworthy updates on Belt, who remains the 

team leader in home runs. 
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"There's no point in rushing him," Bochy said. 

Callups continue 

Outfielder Mac Williamson and utility man Orlando Calixte were called up from Triple-A 

Sacramento before Sunday's game, bolstering the Giants' roster. 

Williamson went 2-for-4, including a double in the ninth, in Sunday's 7-3 loss to the Cardinals. 

Calixte took over defensively at third in the ninth but didn't get an at-bat. 

With Jarrett Parker unavailable (mild oblique strain), the Giants added Williamson a few days 

earlier than originally planned. 

"He's come on this last month," Bochy said of Williamson. "He's making better contact and 

driving the ball, doing all the things we expect Mac to do. Now it's time to get a look at him. It's 

part of the evaluation process as we go into the future." 

Williamson said Sacramento manager Dave Brundage pulled him during Saturday's game to 

deliver the good news. It's Williamson's third stint in the Majors this season. 

"It was definitely a surprise," he said. "It's always good to get an opportunity up here. This year 

hasn't really gone the way I wanted it to -- both up here and down there. To be able to get 

another opportunity to leave a good taste in their mouth … that's always a good feeling." 

The Giants included Calixte in their initial callups, but they couldn't add him until Sunday. They 

had to wait the standard 10 days after optioning him Aug. 24. 

 

 

 

CSNbayarea.com 

Bumgarner hits third home run, but allows three long balls in Giants’ loss 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

SAN FRANCISCO -- Even with star players resting or nursing minor injuries and manager Mike 

Matheny's mixing and matching, the St. Louis Cardinals keep slugging and are never content 

with a late lead. 

And they're right in playoff contention at the start of September. 

Harrison Bader hit a tiebreaking homer in the decisive sixth inning after Madison 
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Bumgarner homered in the bottom of the fifth, and the Cardinals beat the San Francisco Giants 

7-3 on Sunday to gain ground again in the wild-card race. 

"It's big, especially against Madison," Jose Martinez said. "We went out there trying to do our 

job and get good at-bats from the first inning. It worked for us, he made a couple mistakes and 

we took advantage of those." 

Paul DeJong hit a solo homer in the fourth for the first St. Louis hit and Martinez followed with 

a drive to nearly the same spot over the left-field fence. It was the seventh time the Cardinals 

hit consecutive homers this year. 

Luke Weaver (4-1) struck out nine over seven innings to just miss a third straight start with 

double-digit Ks, helping St. Louis move within three games of Colorado in the race for the NL's 

second wild card. 

Bumgarner (3-7) hit a solo drive in the fifth for his third homer of the year. It was his first time 

clearing the fences since he went deep twice on opening day April 2 at Arizona. He missed 

nearly three months following an April 20 dirt bike accident. 

Martinez and Yadier Molina added consecutive RBI doubles in the decisive sixth, and Martinez 

hit another run-scoring double in the seventh and Bader singled home a run. 

Bumgarner retired his first 11 batters before DeJong's 21st homer. The 2014 World Series MVP, 

who was scratched Thursday night with the flu, allowed five runs and five hits in six innings. 

"I didn't give us a chance to win today, I let that game to get away from me," said Bumgarner, 

who matched his career high with three homers surrendered. "I can't let that happen." 

Center fielder Gorkys Hernandez made a sensational play in Bumgarner's six-pitch first inning, 

leaping high over the wall in left-center to snag Tommy Pham's deep fly for the second out. 

"That's one of the best catches we've seen all year," Matheny said. 

Bumgarner became the first pitcher to hit at least three homers in four straight seasons since 

Earl Wilson accomplished the feat in five consecutive years from 1964-68, according to STATS, 

LLC. 

The Giants dropped their first series at home in the last seven, having won or split six in a row. 

MATHENY ON CONCUSSIONS 

Matheny, who finished his 13-year big league catching career with the Giants in 2006, 

appreciates the greater awareness and care when it comes to concussions. 
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He said medical personnel he worked with estimate his total at 25 to 30 documented 

concussions - and he figures it's higher given how many he had in the minors while taking foul 

tips and being run over blocking the plate. 

"I think one season I got flattened seven times," the 46-year-old Matheny recalled. "That was 

just the way we were taught the game is you lay in front of the plate. ... I had one player in 

particular got me three times, a college football player." 

Matheny isn't sure he would have had the same career or even reached the majors if he didn't 

play that way. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Cardinals: CF Dexter Fowler was held out after his hip tightened up after he slammed into a 

base hard Saturday. He was set to be re-evaluated Monday. ... 1B Matt Carpenter sat out his 

second straight game in a planned break for rest. "We're trying to get him right, we're going to 

need him right," Matheny said. ... LF Pham returned after missing two games with a bruised 

thumb he hurt sliding into second Thursday night. 

Giants: As the time passes that 1B Brandon Belt continues to deal with a concussion and if it 

becomes another couple of weeks, manager Bruce Bochy said it could "be doubtful he'd play 

this year." ... With LF Jarrett Parker out injured, the Giants brought Mac Williamson a bit 

sooner than planned to be the primary left fielder in the coming week. The Giants hope Parker's 

mild left side strain will heal in time for him to return during next weekend's series against the 

White Sox in Chicago. 

UP NEXT 

Cardinals: Carlos Martinez (10-10, 3.52 ERA) is 1-1 with a 3.86 ERA in seven outings and four 

career starts against San Diego, where he will pitch Monday. 

Giants: RHP Chris Stratton (2-3, 3.82 ERA) is scheduled to make his sixth major league start 

Monday at Colorado. He took the loss in an 11-0 defeat Aug. 27 at Arizona despite 10 strikeouts 

and two earned runs allowed over six innings. 
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Yahoosports.com 

How Giancarlo Stanton’s 2017 season has been worth more than $100 million 

Jeff Passan 

 

Giancarlo Stanton isn’t only in the midst of a Most Valuable Player-type season. He is turning in 

one of the most valuable seasons in baseball history, one worth more than $100 million. 

Only a handful of players are capable of nine-figure singles seasons, and it doesn’t necessarily 

have anything to do with ability. In Stanton’s case, it is relative to his $325 million contract, the 

largest in American sports history, and how he not only rescued the Miami Marlins from caving 

under the weight of it but put them in a perfect position to profit off it. 

 

Consider this: When the Marlins looked at dumping Stanton in the recent past, the reaction 

from teams was either a snortle, a straight-up no thanks or an enormous discount, something 

to the effect of 30 percent of the remaining 10 years and $295 million on Stanton’s deal in 

some combination of cash or bad contracts taken back. In other words, pay down about $90 

million. 

Now look at Stanton. With nearly a month left in the season, he has hit 52 home runs. He is 

striking out less than ever. He has stayed healthy all season. In valuing a player’s contract, it’s 

worth asking: If he were a free agent this offseason, what would he get on the open market? A 

28-year-old Giancarlo Stanton, coming off a potential 60-homer season? Ten years at $295 

million, odd as it may seem, sounds like a bargain. Especially with the prices Bryce Harper and 

Manny Machado are primed to fetch after the 2018 season. 

So right there, Stanton’s 2017 has made the Marlins at least $90 million – a tangible, real $90 

million, and not some theoretical Wins Above Replacement-based dollar value. What takes 

Stanton into nine figures is that theoretical value, because if he is traded this offseason – and 

the Marlins, in need of a rebuild, really do need to take advantage of this unique opportunity to 

rid Stanton’s contract – not only will the acquiring team take on the full financial responsibility 

but it will be expected to send substantive prospect capital back to the Marlins. Maybe not one 

of the best prospects in baseball, but the Marlins have every right to go for Top 50- or 100-type 

players – guys whose future values are projected in the eight-figure range. 

One of those and a couple more a tier below, and this season is worth well over $100 million. If 

Stanton’s trade market heats up – at least a half-dozen teams can afford him, and if Bruce 

Sherman and Derek Jeter, the new Marlins owners, agree to take back a bad deal for a better 

prospect haul despite the team’s fiscal woes, the pool of potential teams expands significantly – 

then that number could jump to $125 million, maybe more. 

The idea of slotting … 
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1. Giancarlo Stanton into the 2- or 3- or 4-hole excites every team, and understandably so. 

Watching Stanton turn the game into his own personal playtoy since the All-Star break has been 

pure joy. 

Stanton pre-break: .277/.360/.572 with 26 home runs, 58 RBIs, 39 walks and 88 strikeouts in 

325 at-bats. (Which is all really good, it should be noted.) 

Stanton post-break: .306/.415/.815 with 26 home runs, 53 RBIs, 30 walks and 49 strikeouts in 

173 at-bats. 

Which … wow. Yes, Giancarlo Stanton is homering once every 6.7 at-bats over the last six 

weeks. And with that, not only has he salvaged the value of an investment-gone-awful for the 

Marlins, he has likewise inserted himself into the actual National League MVP race, perhaps as 

the favorite at this point. Because the crowd for NL MVP is full of people who belong and 

lacking any clear favorite. There are cases to be made for a dozen or so players, some of which 

will be fair and are causing the current confusion. For example, how can anyone say … 

Giancarlo Stanton isn’t only in the midst of a Most Valuable Player-type season. He is turning in 

one of the most valuable seasons in baseball history, one worth more than $100 million. 

Only a handful of players are capable of nine-figure singles seasons, and it doesn’t necessarily 

have anything to do with ability. In Stanton’s case, it is relative to his $325 million contract, the 

largest in American sports history, and how he not only rescued the Miami Marlins from caving 

under the weight of it but put them in a perfect position to profit off it. 

 

Consider this: When the Marlins looked at dumping Stanton in the recent past, the reaction 

from teams was either a snortle, a straight-up no thanks or an enormous discount, something 

to the effect of 30 percent of the remaining 10 years and $295 million on Stanton’s deal in 

some combination of cash or bad contracts taken back. In other words, pay down about $90 

million. 

Now look at Stanton. With nearly a month left in the season, he has hit 52 home runs. He is 

striking out less than ever. He has stayed healthy all season. In valuing a player’s contract, it’s 

worth asking: If he were a free agent this offseason, what would he get on the open market? A 

28-year-old Giancarlo Stanton, coming off a potential 60-homer season? Ten years at $295 

million, odd as it may seem, sounds like a bargain. Especially with the prices Bryce Harper and 

Manny Machado are primed to fetch after the 2018 season. 

So right there, Stanton’s 2017 has made the Marlins at least $90 million – a tangible, real $90 

million, and not some theoretical Wins Above Replacement-based dollar value. What takes 

Stanton into nine figures is that theoretical value, because if he is traded this offseason – and 

the Marlins, in need of a rebuild, really do need to take advantage of this unique opportunity to 

rid Stanton’s contract – not only will the acquiring team take on the full financial responsibility 

but it will be expected to send substantive prospect capital back to the Marlins. Maybe not one 
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of the best prospects in baseball, but the Marlins have every right to go for Top 50- or 100-type 

players – guys whose future values are projected in the eight-figure range. 

One of those and a couple more a tier below, and this season is worth well over $100 million. If 

Stanton’s trade market heats up – at least a half-dozen teams can afford him, and if Bruce 

Sherman and Derek Jeter, the new Marlins owners, agree to take back a bad deal for a better 

prospect haul despite the team’s fiscal woes, the pool of potential teams expands significantly – 

then that number could jump to $125 million, maybe more. 

The idea of slotting … 

  

  

  

Ad: 16 seconds 

1. Giancarlo Stanton into the 2- or 3- or 4-hole excites every team, and understandably so. 

Watching Stanton turn the game into his own personal playtoy since the All-Star break has been 

pure joy. 

Stanton pre-break: .277/.360/.572 with 26 home runs, 58 RBIs, 39 walks and 88 strikeouts in 

325 at-bats. (Which is all really good, it should be noted.) 

Stanton post-break: .306/.415/.815 with 26 home runs, 53 RBIs, 30 walks and 49 strikeouts in 

173 at-bats. 

Which … wow. Yes, Giancarlo Stanton is homering once every 6.7 at-bats over the last six 

weeks. And with that, not only has he salvaged the value of an investment-gone-awful for the 

Marlins, he has likewise inserted himself into the actual National League MVP race, perhaps as 

the favorite at this point. Because the crowd for NL MVP is full of people who belong and 

lacking any clear favorite. There are cases to be made for a dozen or so players, some of which 

will be fair and are causing the current confusion. For example, how can anyone say … 

 

 

Anthony Rendon 

Check out this week's Fantasy Baseball Fearless Forecast 

2. Anthony Rendon shouldn’t be the MVP? He is hitting .300/.401/.533, one of just eight players 

this season to put up a 3/4/5 line. Seven are in the NL – Jose Altuve is the eighth, another 

reason he’s leading AL MVP straw polling – so that does nullify his case some. Thing is, none of 

those seven flash the glove Rendon does, and that’s part of the case in his favor, which is 

amusing seeing as his manager with the Washington Nationals, Dusty Baker, isn’t exactly the 

sort to regard the sabermetric case as convincing. 
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Surely Baker would tout Rendon’s defense at third base, though, and he’d applaud the fashion 

in which Rendon runs the bases, well above average, and it’s both of those things, along with 

his bat, that have him leading the NL in FanGraphs’ version of WAR. His 6.3 wins are just ahead 

of Stanton’s 6.0, and for those who take WAR as gospel – this is the portion of the proceedings 

where it is probably good to note I am not a parishioner at the church of WAR – the case for 

Rendon is strong. 

Thing about WAR is, on Baseball-Reference.com, a site every bit as wonderful and respectable 

as FanGraphs … 

3. Max Scherzer is the NL leader in WAR and Rendon is seventh. On FanGraphs, Rendon is first 

and Scherzer seventh. Ah, WAR. A really nice tool that never, ever fails to utterly confuse. 

Scherzer’s case is perfectly reasonable – even though, like Rendon, he’s on a Washington 

Nationals team with Bryce Harper and Daniel Murphy and Ryan Zimmerman and Gio Gonzalez, 

all of whom theoretically could grab a share of the MVP vote, too, imperiling their chances of 

convincing some of the more old-school voters who like a clear-cut favorite from a team. 

Never has Scherzer been better than this season, when he’s striking out a career high (12.1 per 

nine innings), staying remarkably stingy with baserunners (only 5.4 hits and 2.2 walks per nine) 

and placing himself in an excellent position to win the NL Cy Young, as Clayton Kershaw has 

four fewer starts and 25 fewer innings than Scherzer and nobody else is within a quarter-run of 

his 2.19 ERA. 

MVP, though? Generally for a pitcher to win it takes a league full of just-OK choices, and as … 

4. Paul Goldschmidt illustrates, the NL is replete with too many excellent seasons. The 29-year-

old finished the first half as the NL MVP favorite, and all his Arizona Diamondbacks have done 

recently is rip off 10 consecutive victories to more or less sew up home-field advantage in the 

wild-card game. 

Goldschmidt is the Diamondbacks’ heartbeat, and that he’s turning in a particularly 

Goldschmidtian season – .314/.424/.597, not far off from his career line of .301/.402/.536 over 

nearly 4,000 plate appearances – and getting recognized as an MVP candidate only because of 

his team’s success is frustrating but not surprising. 

Voters have taken quantum leaps in recent years, but there remains a winning-team bias. With 

a case like Mike Trout last year, where he was obviously the best player in the AL, exceptions 

have been made, and that’s progress worthy of a huzzah. It will be interesting to see where … 

5. Joey Votto winds up in the actual balloting this year, because even with the gaudy numbers 

logged by Stanton and Rendon and Goldschmidt this season, the two metrics that are as good 

as any at measuring offensive production – weighted runs created (wRC+) and weighted on-

base average (wOBA) – both say Votto has been the best offensive player in the NL this season. 
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Votto’s .312 batting average is nice, and his .589 slugging percentage is great, but it’s his on-

base percentage that, as always, separates him. 

Votto’s OBP is going to get him into the Hall of Fame. For now, it warrants a much higher finish 

than he’s likelier to get. Only nine NL players get on base even 40 percent of the time. Votto 

does 44.8 percent. It’s due to a walk rate of nearly 20 percent, meaning one of every five teams 

he steps to the plate, he draws a free pass. Compare that to his strikeout rate of 11.7 percent. 

It’s truly unheard of in 2017 to walk that much more than strike out. Joey Votto is the closest 

thing modern baseball has to Tony Gwynn – only he has 34 home runs this season, too. 

Want to know who else in history has finished a year with 30-plus home runs, a walk rate over 

19 percent and a strikeout rate under 12 percent? Barry Bonds, Ted Williams, Babe Ruth, Lou 

Gehrig, Willie McCovey, Harmon Killebrew, Ralph Kiner, Frank Thomas, Gary Sheffield and Brian 

Giles. That’s eight Hall of Famers, one borderline Hall of Famer and Brian Giles, whose career 

ended before the masses could marvel at his plate discipline. 

Don’t mistake this as a case arguing for Votto as MVP, even if there’s a really good one to be 

made. It’s more that holding him accountable for the sins of his Cincinnati Reds teammates is 

inherently unfair, seeing as plenty are propping up … 

6. Cody Bellinger on account of his teammates’ excellence. Bellinger is officially this year’s 

Narrative Candidate, though that narrative is showing signs of cracking this week, as his Los 

Angeles Dodgers have lost six of seven games. 

(A quick aside on those currently Chicken Littling their way through traffic on the 5 freeway: 

Chill. Seriously, chill. For three-quarters of a season, the Dodgers played like literally the best 

team in baseball history. They aren’t just allowed a bad week. They were far overdue for one. 

They lost literally the best pitcher in baseball and got better. They sent down their 25-year-old 

center fielder who two years ago as a rookie was an All-Star and looked just fine. If this week 

stretches into a month, fine, panic. It won’t. And when October comes along and the Dodgers 

are running roughshod through anyone who gets in their way, look back, remember the utter 

silliness of this and thank good ol’ Mr. Passan for this much-needed slap of reality.) 

Anyway, Cody Bellinger has been great, his 36 home runs are cool, he’s not just going to be a 

star but is one already. He’s not even the best player on his own team this season, though – and 

a decent argument can be made that he’s not among the three best, not with … 

7. Justin Turner and Corey Seager and even Chris Taylor, whose versatility and baserunning 

have fortified the Dodgers and whose .306/.375/.533 line has been the surprise of the 2017 

season. The Dodgers acquired the 27-year-old Taylor in June 2016 for pitcher Zach Lee, whom 

the Seattle Mariners dumped less than six months later. In the meantime, the Dodgers have 

Taylor for another five years. For those who wonder how great teams are build, this is how. 

With a guy like Taylor in a trade, one like Turner picked up off the scrap heap and kept in free 

agency, one like Seager developed from the draft and on. 
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Turner is having a Rendon-like season. His bat is better, his glove not quite as good but, 

according to scouts and fellow third basemen, underappreciated by defensive metrics. And 

Seager might be the most underappreciated player in the game, which is something seeing as 

he’s a 23-year-old star who plays in Los Angeles. Power-hitting shortstops are the ultimate 

desire of every team, and that Seager hits with pop, plays the position with aplomb and knows 

how to work a plate appearance puts him at the top of that larger-than-usual heap in baseball 

today. 

Ultimately, all three are likelier than not to end up downballot, with Bellinger stealing Dodgers 

votes and the rest scrounging for what they can. It’s like the conversation with the Colorado 

Rockies, whether … 

8. Charlie Blackmon or Nolan Arenado deserves more support. Their cases aren’t exactly 

similar, but each will suffer from the same malady that afflicts every Rockie on the MVP ballot: 

Coors Field bias. 

Rarely is it more warranted with a player than Blackmon. The vast majority of his case comes 

from his bat, and he swings two very different bats. 

Blackmon home: .391/.468/.785, 15 doubles, 13 triples, 20 home runs, 45 RBIs, 34 walks, 44 

strikeouts 

Blackmon road: .292/.340/.469, 13 doubles, 1 triple, 12 home runs, 39 RBIs, 18 walks, 70 

strikeouts 

Yes, if you’re asking, Charlie Blackmon’s slugging percentage at home is almost as high as his 

on-base-plus-slugging on the road. And when it comes to his candidacy, it’s awfully difficult to 

get past that. As much as one shouldn’t be penalized for playing games where he does, this isn’t 

that. It’s dinging Blackmon for what he does in an environment that, even with the humidor, 

remains supercharged. As a team, the Rockies hit .296/.359/.498 at Coors and .248/.312/.385 

on the road. 

Arenado’s dip of about 160 OPS points is far more tolerable than Blackmon’s of nearly 450 

points, and add in Arenado’s incredible glove at third base, and he may wind up being the 

better choice as far as Rockies MVP candidates go. With Rendon and Turner and … 

9. Kris Bryant, he’ll be far from the only third baseman to appear on ballots, too. Bryant 

certainly isn’t going to run away with voting this year like he did in 2016, when he fell one first-

place vote short of a unanimous win. 

Still, it’s worth pointing out that Bryant is actually having a better offensive season in 2017 than 

he did as a unanimous MVP in 2016. His power is down slightly, but his OBP has jumped 22 

points, thanks to an increased walk rate and fewer strikeouts. Because of the Cubs’ struggles 

and the emergence of other top-flight players in the NL, Bryant’s season hasn’t just flown under 

the radar. He is baseball’s Northrup Grumman B-2 Spirit. 
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And following the hoopla that surrounded the Cubs last year, a little bit of down time isn’t the 

worst thing. The Cubs finally are starting to play like the Cubs should, and even with their 

weaknesses, they’re capable of giving the Nationals and the Dodgers fits in a short series. At 

this point, the plaudits, the acclaim, the accolades for doing what they did don’t matter 

anymore. They were nice, but they can go instead to someone like … 

10. Giancarlo Stanton while the Marlins debate his future and Stanton, owner of a full no-trade 

clause, dictates his future. It is full of first-world problems. Does he win the NL MVP? Does he 

stay in a city he loves and that loves him with a team that won’t be good for quite a while? 

Does he opt out of the deal three years down the road and try to cash in again? 

Earlier, there was an allusion to other players who can make $100 million in a season. Those 

players: free agents to be. It has to be a high-end sort of guy, one who parlays an expected 

$100 million-plus deal into something in the $200 million range with an incredible walk year. It 

can happen. If Harper or Machado stay healthy all of next season and put up career-best 

numbers, that’s an easy $100 million season — maybe more. 

Because Stanton is locked into his contract, the money he made was not for himself but the 

Marlins. And they’ve got every reason to be thankful for him. His contract could have been a 

permanent handcuff, something that weighed them down for the next decade. Giancarlo 

Stanton handed the Marlins the key, and soon enough, it will be time for them to let him go 

free. 

 

 

ESPN.com 

The week in Dodgers dominance: Well not really 

David Schoenfield 

 

This might be the best way to sum up the past week for the Los Angeles Dodgers: It was the 

week of the Kershaws and the Kershants. 

It isn't necessarily a surprise that the Dodgers would have a bad week, but it was still a little 

shocking to see them look this bad as they went 1-6 on a road trip to Arizona and San Diego. 

Getting swept in a doubleheader by the Padres on Saturday was surely the low point of the 

season, but it's now been a stretch of mediocre baseball for the Dodgers over the past two-plus 

weeks: They're 5-10 in the past 15 games. 

The bad week effectively eliminates their chance at breaking the MLB single-season record of 

116 wins (assuming they don't go 25-1), though the National League record of 108 wins in a 

162-game season -- call it the "modern" record -- remains in play. 

Record: 92-44 (.676 winning percentage) 
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Last week: 0-3 at Arizona, 1-3 at San Diego 

Pace: 110-52 

Record since June 7: 57-19 (.750) 

Record needed to get to 117 wins: 25-1 (.962) 

Record needed to get to 109 wins 17-9 (.654) 

This week: vs. Arizona (Monday-Wednesday); vs. Colorado (Thursday-Sunday) 

What's been the culprit over this 15-game stretch? The offense has hit .225/.306/.368 while 

averaging 3.20 runs per game. The pitching has a 4.52 ERA, including 5.82 from the rotation -- 

and that's with Clayton Kershaw's gem and Rich Hill's perfect game bid against the Pirates 

factored in. On the other hand, the two awful starts this week came from Kenta 

Maeda and Hyun-Jin Ryu, who are likely the odd starters out in a four-man playoff rotation. 

A couple of guys to watch in the lineup are Corey Seager and Curtis Granderson. Seager, who is 

battling elbow inflammation, hit .314 in 10 games, but with no extra-base hits and no walks. He 

needs to get healthy. Granderson is hitting .113 in his 15 games with the Dodgers, although he 

has four home runs, so I'd say manager Dave Roberts will still spend September figuring out his 

optimal outfield arrangements for the postseason. 

Game of the week: Well, this one was easy. Kershaw made his return from the disabled list on 

Friday and pitched himself right back into possible Cy Young contention with six innings of two-

hit scoreless baseball. The Dodgers needed all those zeroes, because they won 1-0 -- Kershaw's 

12th consecutive winning decision as he improved to 16-2 with a 1.95 ERA. The most impressive 

aspect of the outing was his command of all his pitches. He was on a five-inning, 75-pitch limit 

(give or take) but was so efficient he made it through six innings on just 70 pitches. 

As for that Cy Young race, Max Scherzer and Kershaw seem to be the clear Nos. 1 and 2 right 

now. Scherzer has a 25-inning advantage thanks to Kershaw's 40-day DL stint, but I don't think 

he's locked things up just yet, with each pitcher getting four or five more starts: 

PITCHER RECORD ERA INNINGS HITS WALKS STRIKEOUTS HR ALLOWED 

Max Scherzer 13-5 2.19 172 1/3 104 43 232 20 

Clayton Kershaw 16-2 1.95 147 1/3 103 24 175 18 

One way to compare the two is to subtract Kershaw's numbers from Scherzer's, to see what 

Scherzer has done in those 25 extra innings. We get this: 25 IP, 1 H, 13 R, 19 BB, 57 SO, 2 HR. 

It does speak to Scherzer's dominance that in his 25 extra innings he has 57 additional 
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strikeouts (and just one more hit allowed). One reason Kershaw has allowed fewer runs per 

nine innings is he's allowed a .143 average with runners in scoring position. But Scherzer has 

also been pretty tough, with a .174 average allowed, and 16 of the 20 home runs he's given up 

have been solo shots. Scherzer's 5.4 hits per nine innings ranks as the sixth-lowest of all time for 

starting pitchers. 

Scherzer has the edge right now, but if he has a bad start or two and Kershaw finishes 20-2 with 

a sub-2.00 ERA, he will still have a chance. 

Arizona Diamondbacks sweep Dodgers in possible playoff preview: Earlier in the week, the D-

backs cleaned up on the Dodgers with 7-6, 6-4 and 8-1 wins as starters Zack Godley, Robbie 

Ray and Zack Greinke held L.A. to six runs in 18 2/3 innings. The Diamondbacks have played the 

Dodgers tough, splitting 16 games and outscoring them 80-68. The Diamondbacks have scored 

5.0 runs per game against the Dodgers; everyone else has averaged 3.22 per game. 

Considering a Diamondbacks-Dodgers NL Division Series is a possibility (Arizona would have to 

win the NL wild-card game), does this mean the Dodgers have something to worry about? Sure, 

Arizona's rotation is good ... and deep, with all five starters owning ERAs under 4.00 despite 

pitching in a hitter's park. The Dodgers would catch one big break, as Greinke would likely pitch 

the wild-card game, so if the series went the distance they'd probably face Ray, Godley, 

Greinke, Patrick Corbin or Taijuan Walker, and then Ray again. 

Digging deeper, the Dodgers haven't dominated the "good" National League teams as they've 

dominated the rest of the league: 

TEAM RECORD AGAINST RUN DIFFERENTIAL 

Arizona Diamondbacks 8-8 minus-12 

Washington Nationals 1-2 minus-2 

Chicago Cubs 4-2 plus-11 

Colorado Rockies 7-5 plus-19 

Milwaukee Brewers 3-3 minus-2 

St. Louis Cardinals 4-3 plus-6 

Total 27-23 plus-20 

The Dodgers have dominated the Rockies in run differential, but are just plus-1 against the 

other five teams. You might think, "Well, that's what great teams do, beat up on the bad 

teams." Let's see ... the 2001 Mariners, who won 116 games, went 47-23 against teams above 

.500. The 1998 Yankees, who won 114 games, went 38-26. Including interleague play, the 

Dodgers are 34-26. With series against Arizona and Colorado this week, we might get a better 

idea of how tough the road through October could end up for the Dodgers.  


