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De La Cruz battles, but Braves fall short 

By Mark Bowman and Pat James / MLB.com | June 29th, 2016  

ATLANTA -- Jason Kipnis soured Joel De La Cruz's Major League debut with a two-out, two-run single in the fifth and Danny Salazar enhanced his All-
Star candidacy as the Indians extended their winning streak to 12 games with Wednesday night's 3-0 victory over the Braves at Turner Field. 

Salazar won his sixth straight start and lowered his ERA to 2.22 with seven scoreless innings. Kipnis extended his hitting streak to 11 games with a 
two-run single that followed Rajai Davis' two-out single. Lonnie Chisenhall's two-out solo homer in the sixth inning provided some insurance for the 
Indians, who are one win shy of matching the franchise-best 13-game win streak recorded in both 1942 and '51. 

"You try not to think about it too much and just play hard every day," Chisenhall said. "With the guys running out there who are on the mound for 
us, it's not too difficult on the offense, and we're getting some timely hits when we need them. It's a fun part of the summer where we're able to 
try to separate ourselves." 

The Braves have lost six of eight since recording a season-best six-game winning streak. They received more than they could have expected from De 
La Cruz, who allowed three earned runs over six innings. The 27-year-old right-hander was promoted from Triple-A Gwinnett to fill the rotation 
spot vacated when Aaron Blair was optioned to Gwinnett. 

"I am very thankful to the Braves for giving me this opportunity," De La Cruz said through an interpreter. "I obviously enjoyed it. I would have loved 
for the team to get a win, but I understand that's how things go." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Lonnie looms large: With his solo home run on Wednesday, Chisenhall has now homered three times in the past four games. All five of his homers 
this year have come since May 31. The 27-year-old is batting .322 (29-for-90) with 16 RBIs during that span. The right fielder's hot hitting has played 
an influential role in the Indians' winning streak, during which he's batted .359 (14-for-39). 

"He's certainly been productive, and we've seen him where he can really get hot," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "His average is probably 
hovering around .300 now, and he's shown some pop with a couple of home runs. When we can get production all the way through the order, that 
certainly helps the cause." 

Leaving them stranded: Jace Peterson recorded a pair of leadoff doubles off Salazar, who entered the game having limited left-handed hitters to 
three hits in 26 at-bats in June. But Peterson was retired when he tried to score on Ender Inciarte's grounder to third in the first inning and he was 
left stranded when Salazar concluded the sixth with consecutive strikeouts of Freddie Freeman and Nick Markakis. Freeman shattered his bat 
against the ground when Bryan Shaw struck him out with two on to end the eighth. 

"That's a readable ball, where I think [Peterson] got caught out in no-man's land," Braves manager Brian Snitker said in reference to the first inning. 
"It's just a ball you don't try to score on with nobody out." 

Ramirez shows range: With one out and a runner on first in the bottom of the fifth, De La Cruz pushed a sacrifice bunt toward the left side of the 
pitcher's mound, hoping to advance Emilio Bonifacio to second. Jose Ramirez snuffed the play out, though, and threw across his body to second 
base to initiate an inning-ending double play. The utility man has proven himself at third base, committing zero errors in 63 chances this year. 

"Jose, with a really heads-up play to go to second, kind of pulled the throw a little bit," Francona said. "But [Francisco Lindor] stayed on the bag, 
picked it and then threw to first. It ended the inning quick." 

Solid debut: De La Cruz had been promoted to the Major Leagues three previous times (twice this season) but had not made an appearance. The 
Minor League journeyman notched his first big league hit with a third-inning single, and he held the Indians scoreless through the first four innings. 
But his good fortune expired when Davis doubled and Kipnis followed with his sharp two-run single that eluded a diving Adonis Garcia at third base. 
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"I liked what I saw," Snitker said. "He was aggressive and used his sinker. The two-run single was right off Adonis' glove. That's inches away from 
not giving that up. I thought he was really good, probably better than I saw him when I had him in Gwinnett earlier this year." 

SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
Before claiming this three-game series sweep, the Indians had lost seven of the nine games played in Atlanta dating back to the 1995 World Series. 

WHAT'S NEXT 
Indians: Cleveland will conclude its 10-day, 10-game road trip in Toronto this weekend, starting with Thursday's series opener. Carlos Carrasco will 
take the mound for the Tribe, looking to record his fourth straight quality start. The right-hander is 1-1 with an 8.62 ERA in four games (three starts) 
against Toronto. First pitch is scheduled for 7:07 p.m. ET. 

Braves: Atlanta will open a four-game home series against Miami on Thursday at 7:10 p.m. ET. Mike Foltynewicz will return from the disabled list to 
make his first start since May 30. The Braves and Marlins will play three games at Turner Field and then play Sunday night's series finale at Fort 
Bragg (8 p.m. ET, ESPN). 

 

Staff woes force Braves to hasten Folty's return 

By Mark Bowman / MLB.com | @mlbbowman |   

ATLANTA -- The Braves had planned for Mike Foltynewicz to make two Minor League rehab starts. But because they have three starting pitchers on 
the disabled list and another back at the Triple-A level to gain more seasoning, they essentially have no choice but to bring Foltynewicz back to 
start Thursday night's series opener against the Marlins. 

Foltynewicz will be making his first start since an MRI exam completed on June 1 showed a bone spur in his right elbow. Instead of risking the 
possibility of incurring a significant injury while altering his mechanics to minimize the elbow discomfort, the 24-year-old right-hander opted to go 
on the disabled list. He completed five pain-free and scoreless innings while limiting Charlotte to one hit in his first rehab start for Triple-A Gwinnett 
on Saturday night. 

The Braves officially announced Foltynewicz as Thursday's starter after Wednesday night's 3-0 loss against the Indians. The plan to give him an 
additional rehab start essentially disappeared on Monday night, when John Gant strained a left oblique muscle and landed on the disabled list. Two 
days earlier, Aaron Blair had been optioned back to Gwinnett. 

The Major League-ready starting-pitching depth within Atlanta's system began to evaporate over the past month. Lucas Sims' struggles with 
Gwinnett led to him being sent back to Double-A Mississippi. Tyrell Jenkins was transitioned to a bullpen role at the end of May and ended up 
completing four innings of relief after Gant exited on Monday. Manny Banuelos has further complicated matters as he has struggled with Gwinnett 
and raised more concerns about the long-term durability of his left elbow. 

Thus, when it came time to fill Blair's spot in the rotation on a temporary basis on Wednesday night against the Indians, the Braves had to turn 
to Joel De La Cruz, a 27-year-old Minor League journeyman who had never previously pitched at the Major League level. 

The Braves would have needed to fill Gant's rotation spot by Saturday. Instead of waiting until then, they have opted to pitch Foltynewicz on 
regular rest on Thursday and give both Julio Teheran and Bud Norris an extra day of rest leading into their respective starts on Friday and Saturday. 

Foltynewicz posted a 3.51 ERA in the six starts he made before being placed on the disabled list. The hard-throwing right-hander completed eight 
scoreless innings against the Royals on May 14 and then surrendered two runs while totaling 11 2/3 innings over his two most recent starts, which 
came against the Brewers and Giants. He has produced more consistency with his slider and curveball than he did during last year's inconsistent 
rookie season. 

 

Braves' Cabrera in Aroldis territory at 103 mph 

By Mark Bowman / MLB.com | @mlbbowman | June 29th, 2016  

ATLANTA -- Time will tell whether Mauricio Cabrera has the ability to harness a high-velocity fastball that has placed him in the exclusive company 
of Yankees closer Aroldis Chapman. But through his first two big league appearances, the Braves reliever has proven he can throw strikes while 
consistently lighting up the radar gun board with triple-digit readings. 

While retiring the only two batters he faced during the eighth inning of Wednesday night's 3-0 loss to the Indians at Turner Field, Cabrera threw six 
fastballs, each of which clocked at least 100 mph. Two of those heaters registered 103 mph and two others were 102 mph. 

"I've been very impressed with him, because we've brought him in both times with guys on and he's gotten the ball in the strike zone, and a 
hundred is a hundred," Braves manager Brian Snitker said. "There's just not a lot of guys that do that. Every time he comes in, I like what I see." 
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According to Statcast™, Chapman and Cabrera are the only big league pitchers who have thrown pitches that have clocked at least 102 mph this 
season. 

Chapman entered Wednesday having thrown 336 pitches, 10 of which have registered at least 103 mph and 36 of which registered at least 102 
mph. Cabrera has thus far totaled 15 pitches. Each of the 12 fastballs he has thrown has registered at least 100 mph. Two have registered at least 
103 mph and six have registered at least 102 mph. 

So what is the difference between a fastball that registers 100 mph and another that hits at least 103 mph? 

"It depends if it's straight or not," said Braves catcher Tyler Flowers who has been behind the plate for both of Cabrera's first two appearances. 

So how would you describe Cabrera's 103-mph fastballs? 

"They weren't straight," Flowers said. "It's a little challenging. Whenever he's in on righties, it gets a little run on it. Whenever he's away, it's 
relatively straight and has even a little cut on some. It's a nice weapon to have at such a high velocity." 

Cabrera issued 18 walks in 17 1/3 innings for Double-A Mississippi last year and 22 more in the 33 2/3 innings he completed for the same affiliate 
this year. But he issued just six walks in the 17 innings leading up to his promotion to Atlanta earlier this week. 

Since making his debut on Monday, Cabrera has surrendered one hit and retired four of the six batters he has faced. More importantly, he has 
registered a strike with 11 of his 15 pitches. 

"Hopefully we'll keep working him in in some of those situations," Snitker said. "I'm sure there are things as [pitching coach Roger McDowell] lays 
eyes on him he'll want to work with." 

 

Albies moved to Double-A to play next to Swanson 

Highly touted Braves prospect recently shifted to second base 

By Mark Bowman / MLB.com | @mlbbowman | 9:26 AM ET  

ATLANTA -- As the Braves move closer toward determining when to unveil their much-anticipated middle-infield duo of the future at the big league 
level, they are ready to put Dansby Swanson and Ozzie Albies on the same team. 

But instead of rushing Swanson to Triple-A Gwinnett, they have decided to send Albies down to Double-A Mississippi. 

When the season began, the Braves were open-minded about which of the two highly regarded prospects would eventually transition from 
shortstop to second base. But it now appears they are ready to keep Swanson on the infield's left side and allow Albies to continue playing second 
base, which he consistently manned over the past three weeks with Gwinnett. 

MLBPipeline.com ranks Swanson as the Braves' top prospect and baseball's No. 6 prospect. Albies ranks as Atlanta's third-best prospect and the 
game's No. 25 prospect. 

Albies batted .248 with a .307 on-base percentage and .351 slugging percentage over 247 plate appearances with Gwinnett. The 19-year-old from 
Curacao committed 11 errors in 160 chances while playing shortstop at the Triple-A level, but after making the transition to second base on June 5, 
he committed five errors in 141 chances. 

The Braves promoted Swanson from Class A Advanced Carolina to Mississippi on April 30 and simultaneously promoted Albies from Mississippi to 
Gwinnett. At the time, they wanted both to continue playing shortstop on a daily basis. 

Swanson has batted .254 with a .335 on-base percentage and .401 slugging percentage in 221 plate appearances with Mississippi. He has 
committed six errors in 259 chances at the Double-A level. 

Though Swanson has nine hits in his past 23 at-bats, he has batted just .211 with a .610 OPS over his past 27 games, dating back to May 23. The 
Braves obviously want to allow the 22-year-old a chance to continue cultivating the skills that have been highly touted since he was taken by the D-
backs with the No. 1 overall selection in the 2015 MLB Draft. The Braves acquired him in a trade that sent pitcher Shelby Miller to Arizona in 
December. 

Albies batted .369 and compiled a .954 OPS in the 95 plate appearances he compiled earlier this season with Mississippi. 
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New ballpark officially named Fort Bragg Field 

Marlins, Braves set to play historic game Sunday on biggest US Army base 

By John Schlegel / MLB.com | 12:07 PM ET  

A sparkling gem of a ballpark that will honor our nation's military with a visit from America's pastime this weekend has been constructed from the 
ground up in a few short months, and it is ready for the Fourth of July spotlight. 

Fort Bragg Field was announced Thursday as the official name of the venue that will bring Major League Baseball to the nation's largest military 
installation of the same name, leaving a legacy for its soldiers and their families. The pristine new ballpark is down to the final touches before its 
debut amid a perfectly patriotic backdrop. 

The ballpark at the sprawling North Carolina army base will be christened Sunday night (on ESPN, 8 ET), when the Atlanta Braves and the Miami 
Marlins meet in the Fort Bragg Game -- the first regular-season contest of any professional sport ever played on an active U.S. military base. This 
unique show of support for the military will go beyond the thrill of MLB competition for one night, as the field will become part of a sports complex 
for the base's soldiers and their families. 

It's a concept that was first announced by MLB and the MLB Players Association in March, and a mere four months later, a ballpark has been built 
as a lasting tribute to honor the nation's military for their service. 

"Everything is starting to feel real," Fort Bragg spokesperson Christina Douglas said. "They really have built this entire event and this beautiful 
venue to honor the military, and we're so appreciative for everything they're doing." 

After groundbreaking in March, laying out the field in April and planting sod in time to provide the setting for this weekend's game, the field has 
become a reality right there at Fort Bragg, home to 10 percent of the U.S. Army and some 250,000 people in all, including families, civilians and 
retirees. 

Recent developments at Fort Bragg Field included the installation of a padded wall featuring logos for the Fort Bragg Game, the U.S. Army and for 
each of the units based at Fort Bragg, such as 18th Airborne Corps and the U.S. Army Special Operations Command. 

"That really brings it all home, bridging the military with baseball and what we have ahead of us," Douglas said. "The soldiers are going to be able to 
go to this game and see their organization represented on that outfield wall." 

Murray Cook, MLB's field consultant who has traveled the globe preparing venues for Major League play, hasn't had an experience quite like this. 
Working with soldiers to train them to roll out tarps, for instance, has been a unique quality of this particular project. 

"We had 12 PFCs, a few combat engineers, a few Rangers," Cook said. "They were all so excited to be part of it." 

Cook said the soldiers have been there ready to pick pebbles out of the warning track or load sand, do whatever it is they need to do. There will be 
a crew of soldiers who will drag the infield after the third and sixth innings of the game as in any other MLB contest, Cook said. Suffice to say, this 
will be a military exercise unlike any other in baseball history. 

"It makes you proud that we've been able to build something to say thanks," said Cook, who says local Minor League clubs will be participating and 
are among many entities that have been more than accommodating in the construction process. 

The ballfield, with a seating capacity of 12,500, will be up to Major League standards for the ESPN Sunday Night Baseball stage. It is situated on 
what used to be part of the Willow Lakes Golf Course, which closed with the merging of Fort Bragg and adjacent Pope Air Base. Now it's a unique 
venue meshing baseball and the military like never before. 

Along with the soldiers who are part of the grounds crew for this unique event, Cook has been working with members of the base's Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation team that will take care of the multiuse facility as it serves the Fort Bragg community for years to come. 

In recent weeks, the base has undertaken the monumental process of distributing the relatively limited amount of tickets to service members and 
others on the installation, and aspiring ballplayers are registering for a youth clinic. With an annual Fourth of July celebration expected to draw 
40,000 to the base on Monday, this will be a three-day holiday like no other Fort Bragg has ever seen. 

"It's going to be a fantastic weekend," Douglas said. 

Fort Bragg Field's dimensions are 331 feet down the lines, 387 feet in the alleys and 405 to center. It has 100,000 square feet of 419 Bermuda 
Turfgrass, 8,000 tons of drainage gravel and sand, 400 tons of warning-track mixx, and 250 tons of infield clay. 

With MLB-caliber wall padding and foul poles around a field ready for the Braves and the Marlins to meet between the lines, Fort Bragg Field is 
ready for MLB action. 



Marlins open July 4th weekend set in Atlanta 

By Joe Frisaro / MLB.com | @JoeFrisaro | June 29th, 2016  

So much of the focus on the Fourth of July weekend series between the Marlins and Braves is directed at Sunday's historical game at Fort Bragg in 
North Carolina (8 p.m. ET, ESPN), which will be the first game in any professional sport played on an active military base. Before then, the clubs 
must first take care of business with three contests at Turner Field, with the first on tap for Thursday night. 

The Marlins have had a rough go against the Braves this year, dropping six of eight. They turn to left-hander Wei-Yin Chen (4-2, 5.00 ERA) in the 
series opener. Atlanta is activating right-hander Mike Foltynewicz off the DL to make the start. 

Chen actually was lined up to pitch at Detroit on Wednesday, but manager Don Mattingly used Monday's day off to reshuffle the rotation. With the 
Braves having a predominantly left-handed-hitting lineup, Chen is getting the nod at Turner Field. He's faced Atlanta twice this season, posting a 
2.38 ERA and 11 strikeouts in 11 1/3 innings, but he hasn't factored into the decision. 

Foltynewicz has been sidelined over the past month because of a bone spur in his throwing elbow. He surrendered one hit over five scoreless 
innings while making his first rehab appearance for Triple-A Gwinnett against Charlotte on Saturday. 

Things to know about this game 

• Justin Bour is 8-for-23 (.348) with two homers, two doubles and six RBIs against Atlanta this season. 

• The Marlins possess two of the four players -- Chris Johnson and Martin Prado -- who have made at least 100 starts for the Braves at third base 
dating back to 1995 (Chipper Jones' rookie season). This quartet also includes Jones and Vinny Castilla. 

• Atlanta right fielder Nick Markakis has batted .367 (11-for-30) against the Marlins this season. 

 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Braves blanked by surging Cleveland to complete series sweep 

By David O'Brien - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Joel De La Cruz waited more than a decade to make his major league debut, and when it came the assignment was a start against the hottest team 
in baseball. All things considered, the unheralded Braves rookie did pretty good work Wednesday, on a night when pretty good wasn’t enough. 

Cleveland broke open a scoreless game on Jason Kipnis’ two-run, two-out single in the fifth inning, and the Indians blanked the Braves, 3-0, at 
Turner Field, completing a series sweep and extending to 12 games what was already the longest winning streak in the majors this season. 

De La Cruz, called up from Triple-A Gwinnett to fill a temporary gap in an injury-plagued Braves rotation, allowed seven hits and three runs in six 
innings, with one walk with one strikeout. It was the third stint in the majors this season for the 27-year-old, but the first time he got in a game. 

“He was aggressive and used his sinker, and the two-run single was just off of (third baseman) Adonis (Garcia’s) glove,” said Braves interim 
manager Brian Snitker, adding that De La Cruz will likely get a second start Monday. “I thought he was really good. He probably was better than 
when I had him in Gwinnett earlier in the year.” 

The Braves have dropped six of eight since their season-high six-game winning streak. They were outscored 16-6 in three games by the Indians, 
who are 21-6 in June and one game shy of a franchise-record 13-game winning streak last accomplished in 1951. 

 “It’s a really, really good ball club overall,” Snitker said of the Indians. “The bullpen, starting staff and the position players just keep coming at you. 

The American League Central leaders rolled out one of their aces, Danny Salazar, who held the Braves to five hits and no walks with eight strikeouts 
in seven innings. Salazar improved to 10-3 while trimming his ERA to 2.22 and extending his own winning streak to six starts. 

“He’s disgusting,” Braves second baseman Jace Peterson said of Salazar. “I mean, 96 (mph) with movement, and a change-up and a hammer 
(curveball). He’s a tough pitcher. All three of those (starters) we faced, all those guys are some of the best pitchers in the league.” 

And that was from the guy who had two doubles against Salazar. The rest of the Braves mustered three hits against him and all were shut down 
whenever there was a runner in scoring position. The Braves went 0-for-11 with runners in scoring position Wednesday. 

“He left a couple of pitches that I was able to get to across the plate,” said Peterson, who extended his hitting streak to a career-high 10 games. 
“Everybody else really didn’t get much to hit. He was good all night. Their whole staff was good. Tough series, unfortunately we didn’t get it done.” 
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The Braves had two runners on with two out in the eighth against reliever Bryan Shaw, who struck out Freddie Freeman to end the inning. Freeman 
slammed his bat to the ground, breaking it in half, then tossed his helmet. 

As hot as Freeman has been — .443 with an .820 slugging percentage in his previous 15 games – he’s hit just .184 (12-for-65) with 27 strikeouts 
with runners in scoring position, including 0-for-3 Wednesday. 

Peterson had leadoff doubles in the first and sixth innings, and each time Salazar retired the next three batters. After a balk in the first inning, 
Peterson’s baserunning mistake cost the Braves a scoring opportunity when he was thrown out at the plate on Ender Inciarte’s grounder to third 
base. 

After the leadoff double in the sixth, Salazar got Inciarte on a fly-out and struck out Freeman and Nick Markakis. 

Before Wednesday, the right-handed Salazar limited lefty batters to a .150 average and had held opponents to a .158 average with runners in 
scoring position. He twice struck out Freeman. 

De La Cruz moved from the Triple-A Gwinnett bullpen to the starting rotation three weeks ago and had a 3.38 ERA in five starts, including a 2.16 
ERA in his past four before the call to start for the big club. 

After giving up a leadoff single to Rajai Davis to start the game, he induced a double-play grounder from Kipnis. The Indians didn’t have another hit 
until Tyler Naquin’s leadoff single in the third, and Davis grounded into a double play two batters later to end that inning. 

“(De La Cruz) was good,” Braves catcher Tyler Flowers said. “Attacked the zone, down in the zone for the most part, threw a lot of strikes. Made 
some big pitches when he needed to, couple of double plays. I thought he was impressive.” 

Me made his pro debut in rookie ball with the Brewers a decade ago in 2006 at age 17, and the Dominican toiled for most of nine minor league 
seasons in four organizations. 

 

Braves’ De La Cruz impresses in losing effort 

By Jaylon Thompson - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Braves pitcher Joel De La Cruz maybe a rookie, but he certainly didn’t pitch like one on Wednesday night. He seemed unfazed when making his 
Major League debut, after being recalled from Triple-A Gwinnett. 

“It’s the same game,” he said through an interpreter. “You’ve got to throw strikes and get the ball over the plate.” 

In six innings, he allowed three runs and seven hits. He had his sinker working down in the zone and that allowed him to keep the Indians off-
balanced at the plate. 

His only mistakes were a two-run single by Indians infielder Jason Kipnis and a sixth inning home run to Lonnie Chisenhall. The Kipnis single 
bounced off of Braves third baseman Adonis Garcia’s glove and trickled into left field. It gave the Indians an early lead. 

De La Cruz ultimately took the 3-0 loss for the Braves, but he did enough for interim manager Brian Snitker to be impressed. 

“He probably was better than when I had him in Gwinnett earlier in the year,” Snitker said. “I think that he was in the strike zone better and he 
backed it up. He had eight innings and I talked to Johnny (Moses) the other day and he was really good in his last outing. So, hopefully we are 
getting him on a nice little role.” 

While it may have been his first actual start, De La Cruz actually made his professional debut in rookie ball with the Brewers at age 17. 

He would later spend most of nine minor league seasons in four organizations, including one year with the Nationals and six with the Yankees. This 
year, he spent the first half of his Braves tenure in Gwinnett. 

Overall, he has a 28-26 record and 4.15 ERA in 173 games (42 starts) in the minors. So, he seemed prepared as he went through his normal routine 
with catcher Tyler Flowers. 

“Even in the pen — he didn’t throw much in the pen, which I assume is his normal,” Flowers said. “So it was kind of good to see him stay in his 
normal routine and everything. But he seemed calm, like he’d been there and done it a number of times. That’s a good way to approach it – on a 
bigger stage, that’s the only difference.” 

De La Cruz says he is happy for with his start hopes to improve his next time out. 

“I thank God for this opportunity,” he said. “I’m very grateful to the Braves for getting this chance. Obviously I enjoyed it. I would’ve loved for the 
team to have gotten a win. God willing I’ll be able to stick around and hopefully contribute to the team and maybe get another chance to go out 
there and pitch.” 



He may not have to wait long as Snitker assumes that he will get the ball again on Monday. 

“Yeah, I assume right now that we are probably looking at him on Monday,” he said. “All things considered. I saw enough to want to give him 
another crack.” 

 

Snitker: Braves’ Teheran should be on All-Star team 

By David O'Brien - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

The Braves aren’t giving Julio Teheran an extra day because it could enhance his chances of making the All-Star team, but interim manager Brian 
Snitker does believe Teheran deserves to be an All-Star for the second time in his career. 

Teheran had his start bumped back from Thursday to Friday to give him an extra day of rest just because the Braves think he can benefit from it, 
given his first-half workload and recent home games in what has been an intensely hot early Georgia summer. 

“We’re extending (Teheran) pretty good every time he goes out there, any time we can give him an extra day it’s not going to hurt us at all,” Snitker 
said. 

Mike Foltynewicz will come off disabled list and start Thursday’s series opener against the Marlins, after being on the disabled list four weeks with 
bone spurs in his pitching elbow. He made one rehab start and was originally scheduled to make another Thursday, but injuries to other starters led 
the Braves to scrub that plan and activate him. 

“The thing is he’s healthy, feeling good,” Snitker said, adding that Foltynewicz would probably be on a limit of about 90-95 pitches. “We’ll just kind 
of let that play out as it is. But he’s good to go.” 

Teheran has a 1.72 ERA and .169 opponents’ average in his past 13 starts, averaging nearly seven runs per game in that stretch and working eight 
or more innings in three of his past four starts. Before Wednesday he was second among major league starters with an 0.89 WHIP (walks-plus-hits 
per inning pitched), ninth in ERA (2.46) and 11th in innings (106). 

He’s on pace to top the career-high 221 innings he pitched 2014, when Teheran made the All-Star team. He pitched 200 2/3 innings in 2015, his 
second-highest total. 

“If he keeps going like this I’m sure he will (surpass 221 innings),” Snitker said. “So whenever we can give him an off day or an extra day, I think we 
will.” 

Bumping Teheran to Friday means he will have two starts before the All-Star break instead of three. If he’d stayed on schedule and pitched 
Thursday, he would’ve had two more starts July 5 at Philadelphia and July 10 at Chicago (White Sox) in the last game before the break. 

But with his start moved to Friday, he would presumably make only one more start before the break, on July 6 at Philadelphia. That would surely 
increase Teheran’s chances of being named to the National League All-Star team, since All-Star managers choose pitchers they know will be rested 
enough for their teams to permit them to pitch in the All-Star game (July 12). 

The only deficiency in Teheran’s All-Star statistical resume is won-lost record (3-7), but most who in the baseball industry and those who cover it 
are increasingly in agreement that a pitcher’s record is an unreliable measure of performance as it depends too much on other factors, with run 
support a major contributor. 

Teheran has received the worst run support among major league starters at 2.72 runs scored per nine innings that he’s pitched. 

“You start looking at All-Star pitchers, he is one,” Snitker said. “The only thing that’s not there is his won-lost record, and he can’t control a lot of 
that, what goes on. He takes it an inning at a time and has been about as good as you can get.” 

The Braves aren’t moving his start back a day for All-Star consideration, but rather to do what they can to keep him strong throughout what is 
shaping up as a career-best season for the 25-year-old Colombian. 

“It’s not just the arm, too, it’s your whole body,” Snitker said. “Legs, core, everything. If you can have that extra rest … because there’s going to be 
times when you’re not going to be able to do it, so when we can, I think it’s a good idea to do that. 

“This heat’s been different than the last two or three years I can remember around here. Just the day in, day out. We’ve had that (mild) day or two, 
but this (heat) has been kind of consistent, and we’re not even in July yet.” 

Teheran is one who’s not been affected by adjustments in his rest between starts in the past. He’s pitched well on extra rest this, including his last 
start Saturday when he pitched eight scoreless innings against the Mets on two extra days’ rest. He had one extra day of rest to starts before that 
one. 
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“When they’re going seven, eight, nine innings every time, I don’t think that hurts them at all to have that (extra rest),” Snitker said. “I remember 
what Bobby (Cox) said one time, he would talk to (Greg) Maddux about (getting extra rest) and he’d say, ‘You think I’m going to forget how to 
pitch?’” 

 

Braves upset about video-replay system and latest upheld call 

By David O'Brien - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

A day after a ninth-inning challenged call was upheld, short-circuiting a potential Braves rally and leading to Jeff Francoeur getting ejected for 
arguing and then tossing his cap onto the field in disgust, an explanation for the umpire’s ruling arrived in interim manager Brian Snitker’s email. 

“It said that they couldn’t conclusively say that Ender (Inciarte) had beaten him to the bag, and I was more concerned with whether or not the 
pitcher had secured the ball,” Snitker said. “The steps were close, but again I would just assume that’s all part of the play when you’re looking at 
the whole call. 

“Maybe they decided that he did (have control of the ball), and if he did, so be it.” 

To recap: Trailing 5-2 after the Indians scored three runs in the ninth against closer Arodys Vizcaino, the Braves got a one-out home run from Jace 
Peterson in the bottom of the inning to cut the deficit to two. Next up was Ender Inciarte, whose two-run, two-out single in the sixth had tied the 
score. 

Inciarte hits a ground ball that pulls first baseman Carlos Santana off the base, and Santanta tosses to pitcher Cody Allen, who bobbles it slightly 
before securing it while arriving simultaneously at first base with Inciarte. 

The Braves challenged the call, it stood upon review, and Francoeur was ejected by first-base umpire and crew chief Hunter Wendelstedt for 
shouting from the dugout after the challenge ruling. Francoeur then tossed his cap onto the field and had to be held back by bench coach Terry 
Pendleton to prevent the veteran outfielder from going on the field to argue face-to-face and possibly getting a suspension. 

After the play, Freddie Freeman hit a two-out triple off the left-center wall before Nick Markakis hit a long fly-out to left to end the game. 

Francoeur, Inciarte and other Braves were upset not just about that call upheld on the Inciarte play, but the fact that an inordinate number of 
challenged calls have, in their view, gone against them this season. 

“I’m still kind of confused with the whole process,” Braves second baseman Jace Peterson said. “You would like to think instant replay is right every 
time, but unfortunately it doesn’t look like it is every time. Last night it could have been a game-changer. Ender could’ve scored (on Freeman’s 
triple) and been down by one run and then (Nick) Markakis sac fly and it’s a tie ballgame. So, definitely confusing and hopefully we can get it 
straight.” 

“I felt like I beat the throw; he didn’t even have the ball, and then still (called) an out,” Inciarte said after the game. “So I don’t know what they’re 
doing in New York (the crew reviewing the plays), I don’t know what the deal is. We’re just doing our thing, trying to play hard. It’s hard when you 
lose and you’re trying, when you battle the whole game. Everybody’s in the game, you just want to win and that happens. So it’s a little 
frustrating…. 

“For me it’s really frustrating because it seems like the review always happens to me, so I’m always the guy who’s waiting for the call. But as soon 
as he called me out, I knew what was coming, because it always happens the same way. I was mad. It was good to see Frenchy (Francoeur) having 
our backs. 

“I just hope (the replay situation) doesn’t keep happening because it’s been the whole year, just déjà vu. We’re just going to do our thing and 
hopefully they realize they can maybe overturn it one time.” 

Several Braves players and Snitker were asked by reporters about the concept of “tie goes to the runner” on close calls, as players have heard since 
they were in Little League. With replay, a tie has rarely, if ever, seemed enough to overturn a call with the replay system, they say. 

“That’s the impression (tie goes to the runner) that we were all under,” Peterson said of. “I’m not the guy under the headset looking at it. I wish 
they would definitely do something to kind of address the problem and we could try to get ‘em right.” 

Snitker said, “I don’t know. I guess it’s going to go to whatever the (original) call is. It’s going to be inconclusive to overturn it. It’s more about what 
the call is than anything, I guess. It’s a judgment call, and if there’s not enough to overturn it, it’ll stand, I guess.” 

The explanation from the league “was more about beating the throw,” he said. “Evidently they must have thought that he did (have possession).” 
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Braves’ Vizcaino struggling with walks late in games 

By Jaylon Thompson - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Braves closer Arodys Vizcaino is struggling with his command, and it’s causing him to walk batters in late game situations. 

Since May 29, Vizcaino has walked 10 batters in 12 2/3 innings. In that span, he has given up six runs and 10 hits. 

“He is going through a rough time,” Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said. “Hitters and pitchers go through it too. It is part of the baseball 
thing that keeps us coming back. I just think he might be in one of those spells that everyone gets into in every aspect of the game.” 

Vizcaino’s lack of command hurt him in Tuesday’s 5-3 loss to the Indians. 

“Last night was a tough game for me,” Vizcaino said. “It was a tie game and I tried to find the zone but I gave up two walks to the first guys and 
after that a base hit.” 

Those two walks allowed the Indians to score three runs in the ninth inning. He was charged with two hits, three runs (one earned) in his inning of 
work. 

The Braves say that there is nothing mechanically wrong with Vizcaino. He says that he will be able to go should his number be called on 
Wednesday. 

“I will be ready if they need me again today,” he said. “If it is a save situation, I will be in the game and it’s no problem for me.” 

Since his return from an MLB suspension for performance-enhancing drugs in 2015, he had posted a 1.49 ERA and .204 opponents’ average over 56 
appearances from his return in early July through May 29, when he started his current slump. 

Those numbers put him in All-Star game consideration but now Snitker hopes that Vizcaino can just get back on track. 

“He will fight through it and he will be fine,” Snitker said. “He is a confident young man and this is part of it.” 

 

Braves expected to land ‘big fish’ Maitan on Saturday 

By David O’Brien 

After the Braves’ front-office overhaul in October 2014, the team’s head honchos made it a point to note that scouting and signing international 
free agents would be emphasized far more than it had been in recent year. And they hired a few high-profile international scouts to head up the 
department and make sure they did it right, led by Gordon Blakeley, hired away from the Yankees after signing a slew of top international players 
over the years including Robinson Cano, Orlando Hernandez and Jose Contreras. 

On Saturday, that Braves emphasis will fully come to fruition when the Braves are expected to spend as much and perhaps more than any other 
other major league franchise on a handful of top free agents from the international free-agent signing pool, mostly 16- and 17-year-olds from the 
talent-rich Dominican Republic and Venezuela and led by Kevin Maitan, the consensus No. 1 prospect of the bunch and a player Baseball America 
called the best international amateur prospect since Miguel Santo signed with the Twins in 2009. 

Maitain, a Venezuelan, turned 16 in February and is already big and strong (6-2, 175), with no weaknesses in his game according to those who’ve 
scouted him the most – and there have been plenty, considering this kid has had the attention of major league teams since he was 13. Yes, 13. He’s 
expected to get a record signing bonus of around $4 million and it’s been known around baseball for months that the Braves are the heavy 
favorites to sign him, as evident by the Braves gear Maitain has been photographed in several times. 

 (Working out deals beforehand with players is illegal, but everyone around baseball also knows that happens routinely with these top young free 
agents, and if you’re not willing to do such arrangements you aren’t likely to get the top picks.) 

A switch-hitter with power, athleticism and good defensive skills including a strong arm, many believe Maitan will eventually move to third base as 
he adds more weight and muscle. And if that profile reminds you of anyone in recent Braves history, well, you’re not alone. 

“My comparison when I talked to our people was Chipper Jones,” said Blakeley, and by our people he meant Braves officials whom he quickly 
convinced that Maitan should be the guy the Braves didn’t let slip to another team, since any and every team that seriously taps this international 
vein of talent has expressed interest in Maitan for some time. 

Here’s what else Blakeley had to say about Maitan when I talked with him in February. 

“First of all, he’s a 6.6 runner in the 60, so he can run. He has power from both sides of the plate, he can hit a ball out of a big league ballpark now. 
He’s got good hands. He’s probably gonna end up 6-3, 215. For me, Chipper until he hurt his legs could play short, could play third, could have 
played center. Chipper could have done anything Chipper wanted to do . Maitan reminds me a lot of Chipper Jones. 



“Big time power from both sides, and does it easy. Bat whip. Loves to play, loves to compete.” 

And this: “We think we’ll get him, we think we have a good chance. In the long run, he’s the best player in the international market. Somebody 
we’ve focused in on for the last year-and-a-half. We want to land him. To me, he’s the big fish… It’s our opinion as a staff that Kevin is the best 
potential player in the world for July 2.” 

By the way, Blakeley is an interesting character, a scout with a reputation for working tirelessly to get his man, for spending weeks and months on 
end in Latin American countries. Every time I’ve seen him he’s had on a track-suit type warmup jacket zipped all the way up, which makes him 
stand out a bit in a crowd of typically dresssed baseball men. His passion for baseball and scouting are apparent about 20 seconds into any 
conversation with Blakeley, who lives and breathes this stuff. 

The rules – and accomodations — when pursuing players are not what most folks here in the United States are accustomed to, and having the right 
contacts cultivated through years and years of experience are huge pluses. 

How much time does Blakeley spent in Latin American countries? 

“It just depends on what’s going on,” he said. “The international market is different (than scouting draftable players) because you can sign a player 
every day. So quite frankly, if something pops up, you’re down there. With all the (defecting) Cubans running down there, we’re down there a lot. 
Because whether you want to sign them or not, you at least want to evaluate them. 

“Back in the day, you used to be able to go in and sign a guy for $3,000, $4,000. A guy would call me on the phone and I’d say yeah, go ahead and 
sign the guy. Now the money’s so big, you can’t do that.” 

Also, check the trepidation at the door. Scouting for players far off the beaten path in foreign lands is certainly not for everyone. Particularly in a 
place like Venezuela, where economic crisis has led to social unrest and ever-increasing violence in recent years. The homicide and kidnapping 
rates there are among the highest in the world. 

“You’ve got be careful, you really do,” Blakeley said. “I travel with armed guards (in Venezuela), one in the back seat, one in the front.” 

Many teams have recommend against or even forbid players from playing winter ball in the Venezuela in the past few years, and some are also 
reluctant to send scouts there on a regular basis. 

“I’m sure our guys are a little worried about me going down there,” Blakeley said. “The problem is, the players are so darn good. You can’t have a 
good team unless you have good players. You’ve got to have them from everywhere. From U.S., from Venezuela, from Dominican, from Japan. I 
mean, you’ve got to try and get the best guys. You try to put the best product on the field for your fans. 

“And what’s good about Atlanta fans, too, is, it doesn’t matter where they’re from. There’s no prejudice, for me, from our fans. If you’re a good 
player, they love you, no matter where you’re from or what color you are. That’s what’s awesome.” 

 

Braves pairing Swanson, Albies in Double-A 

By Staff reports - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

The Braves have sent Ozzie Albies to Double-A Mississippi, where he will team up with Marietta's Dansby Swanson in the infield. 

Swanson has been playing shortstop in Mississippi and Albies has been playing second base recently at Triple-A Gwinnett. 

MLBPipeline.com ranks Swanson as the Braves’ top prospect and baseball’s No. 6 prospect. Albies is ranked as Atlanta’s third-best prospect and the 
game’s No. 25 prospect. 

Albies batted .248 in 247 plate appearances with Gwinnett. The 19-year-old committed 11 errors in 160 chances while playing shortstop at Triple-A, 
but after making the transition to second base on June 5, he committed just five errors in 141 chances. 

Swanson has batted .254 in 221 plate appearances with Mississippi. He has committed six errors in 259 chances. 

Though Swanson has nine hits in his past 23 at-bats, he has batted just .211 over his past 27 games. 

 

No parking: Cobb ordinance blocks private lots at SunTrust Park 

By Dan Klepal - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Fred Beloin and his partners bought the office building on Heritage Court in 2003, long before the Atlanta Braves announced their intention to 
move in next door with a new stadium and sprawling mixed-use development. 
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Beloin said they had planned substantial investment in the property because of SunTrust Park’s opening next year — they’d need fencing, walls, 
and some combination of security gates and guards for the parking lot. The attorney had hoped to earn back a portion of that money by charging 
fans for use of their 100-space parking lot on some game days. 

But Cobb County shut down that idea, when commissioners in February quietly passed an ordinance that outlaws property owners within a half-
mile of the stadium from charging for parking during games and other special events at the stadium. SunTrust Park is partially funded with $400 
million from Cobb taxpayers. 

“This irks the (heck) out of me,” said Beloin, who has previously tangled with the county over zoning around the stadium, and was unaware of the 
ordinance until told about it by an Atlanta Journal-Constitution reporter. “They say they’re increasing my property value and then they do 
everything in their power to make sure I get no benefit out of it.” 

The ordinance closes off potential revenue for dozens of businesses that own more than 10,000 private spaces — many of which could compete 
with the team for parking revenue. 

County officials say the law is necessary for public safety, and note that property owners ineligible for a license because of their proximity to the 
stadium can file an appeal to the county commission. But critics see it as a heavy-handed attempt to protect Braves parking revenue, and help the 
team as it negotiates leases with nearby lot owners for supplemental parking. 

The Braves collected $4.6 million in parking revenue last year at Turner Field, according to documents the team provided to the Atlanta Fulton 
County Recreation Authority. 

For thousands of fans, the restriction could mean fewer parking options on game days, making it less convenient or more expensive to go to a 
stadium with no direct MARTA access. The full impact isn’t known because the Braves haven’t yet released their own parking plan. 

 “Why would the Cobb Commission not want fans to be able to park this close to the stadium?” Beloin said. 

The ordinance was requested by the Braves and passed without public debate just three months before stiff primary election challenges to 
Commission Chairman Tim Lee and Commissioner Bob Ott, whose district includes SunTrust Park. Lee and Ott were co-sponsors of the ordinance. 

Lee faces a July 26 runoff election against retired Marine Col. Mike Boyce, who made the chairman’s handling of the stadium deal the centerpiece 
of his campaign. Ott easily won re-election. 

Mike Plant, the Braves’president of development, said the team asked for the ordinance so private lots meet “benchmarks for safety.” He said the 
team never requested a total ban on licenses within a half-mile of the stadium. 

“We know that when fans come to a Braves game, no matter where they park, they associate their experience with the Braves,” Plant said. “Our 
concerns focused mainly on two areas — safety of the fans and the free flow of vehicles through the areas around the ballpark. 

“With that in mind, we requested that the county create an ordinance covering an area around the ballpark to protect fans who are attending the 
game and ensure that they receive the same safety, security and convenience provided in the lots we control.” 

Land around Turner Field has a similar restriction, but that area is dominated by houses, apartments, churches and industrial uses. Only 2 percent 
of property within Turner Field’s restricted parking area is zoned commercial, as opposed to well over 90 percent of the land surrounding SunTrust 
Park, according to an analysis of zoning information. 

‘I haven’t heard a word about it’ 

The “Accessory Special Event Parking” ordinance was passed in a group of about 50 others, as part of the commission’s annual practice of updating 
county codes. There were three public hearings on the entire batch, but no public discussion of the parking ordinance beyond the title being read 
into the record three times. 

Ordinances dealing with the height of weeds in yards, the number of allowable cars in driveways, and backyard chickens each received more 
debate. 

County officials said the public notices and hearings gave interested citizens and businesses ample opportunity to learn about the ordinance and 
express an opinion. But it nonetheless escaped the attention of every business interest contacted by the AJC, including the head of the Cumberland 
Community Improvement District, which represents about 500 companies. 

Tad Leithead, the CID chairman, said he was unaware of the ordinance until the AJC contacted him. And the Cumberland CID is a stadium 
development partner — it agreed to have property taxes raised on businesses within the district to help pay the public debt, and is contributing 
$15 million cash for associated infrastructure. 

“Everything that is within a half-mile of the stadium is also in the CID, which makes it even more mystifying that I haven’t heard a word about it,” 
Leithead said. 
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Private lot restrictions were part of the county’s stadium negotiations as far back as the preliminary agreement, called a Memorandum of 
Understanding(MOU), which was secretly negotiated before the deal became public in November 2013. 

They are referred to as “gypsy lots” in the MOU, which says the county will provide “assistance with reviewing and understanding ordinance 
provisions, as needed, regarding street vendors, gypsy lots, and ticket scalping from the site or adjacent areas.” 

The ordinance says lots within a half-mile of the stadium and three other facilities — the Cobb Energy Center, Kennesaw State’s Fifth Third Bank 
Stadium; and the Mable House amphitheater — are ineligible for a license if they are accessed from a public road. 

Property owners outside the half-mile zone must submit property and ownership information along with a parking plan as part of the long license 
application. The ordinance details operational requirements for licensed lots. 

Cartersville attorney Lester Tate, who reviewed the ordinance for the AJC, said the blanket prohibition against issuing licenses within a half-mile of 
the stadium is ripe for legal challenge. 

“I think what you’re probably dealing with is equal protection, in other words: They’re treating the Braves different than they’re treating other 
people,” Tate said. “I don’t know that they can deny all access to parking lots from a public roadway when a less restrictive means might be to 
require the owner of a private lot to provide an off-duty police officer to direct traffic.” 

Cobb County Attorney Deborah Dance said her office reviewed the ordinance before it was passed, but provided the AJC with a statement saying it 
is currently taking another look and may recommend changes. 

Pedestrian safety, traffic flow paramount, Lee says 

Chairman Lee, who has faced repeated criticism over transparency issues, did not answer specific questions from the AJC. Instead, he provided a 
statement that says the ordinance was “recommended by staff” and “all five commissioners agreed this was the best solution.” 

“I certainly have no concerns about property owners selling parking,” Lee said in the statement. “Outside the (half-mile) radius they can apply to 
offer parking, and property owners inside the radius can appeal to do the same. We will work with them so long as it doesn’t pose a threat to 
pedestrian safety or traffic flow.” 

Brian Robinson, former communications director for Gov. Nathan Deal who is now a consultant on Lee’s political campaign, also contacted the AJC 
to say he had “concerns” about the AJC’s reporting on the issue. Robinson asked in the email if a specific property owner contacted by the AJC was 
made aware “that there’s even the possibility, given where they are located, that the Braves might partner with them to use their parking?” 

The ordinance would seem to give the Braves an upper hand in those negotiations, said Neil deMause, author of the book “Field of Schemes” and a 
blogger who tracks public investments in stadiums. 

“One good way to get leverage is to make the thing you’re negotiating for worthless to the other party,” deMause said. “And that’s precisely what 
Cobb County’s ordinance tries to do.” 

Rick Eckstein, a Villanova University professor who has studied sports stadium economics for 20 years, said complete prohibitions against private 
parking typically are meant to protect residential areas. Eckstein said he couldn’t think of another example of a clamp-down in an area that is 
primarily commercial with abundant lots. 

“Parking can be a big, big source of revenue, and this is a new twist on it,” Eckstein said. 

Ordinance could bring litigation 

The new law also appears to take the idea of restricted parking near the stadium a step farther than banning private lots. It says that during 
prosecution of offenses it will be “presumed” that “all vehicles parked on property during a special event have been charged a fee for parking 
during the special event.” 

The provision could be intrepreted to mean that all cars parked in unlicensed lots are “presumed” to be in violation of the ordinance during games 
— potentially impacting employees and customers who have their cars parked at any of the dozens of office buildings, shopping centers, 
restaurants and other businesses in the restricted parking area. 

Lee and other county officials say it was not their intent to outlaw all parking in private lots during stadium events, and that type of provision would 
never be enforced anyway. Whatever the intent, Tate called it “clearly unconstitutional.” 

Many of the property owners in the restricted parking area declined to comment when contacted by the AJC. 

Connie Engel is a partner with Childress Klein, which manages five office towers near the stadium and previously rejected Braves’ offers to lease 
some of the nearly 6,000 spaces under the company’s control. She declined to comment because of ongoing legal issues with the county over 
condemnation of Childress Klein property, which is needed to build a $10.8 million bridge to SunTrust Park over Interstate 285. 
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Likewise, a spokeswoman for the Atlanta Area Council Boy Scouts of America, which controls about 180 spaces, declined to comment beyond 
saying: “Although we do not understand how the ordinance could have passed, we have faith that this problem will be resolved quickly.” 

Attorney Tucker Hobgood, whose office is in Childress Klein’s Galleria Office Park, called the ordinance a giveaway to the Braves. Hobgood last year 
unsuccessfully argued to the Georgia Supreme Court that the county’s contribution toward stadium construction is unconstitutional. 

“While the silk-stocking lawyers for the Braves … might curve another one past the courts, there are significant and important constitutional 
challenges that should be made and vigorously pressed,” Hobgood said. “Where was the public debate on this proposal before enactment?” 

Beloin, the building owner next to SunTrust Park, sued Cobb County and the Braves in 2014 over a rezoning for the mixed-use development. The 
suit was settled after negotiations with the Braves. 

Beloin said he may have to go back to court over the parking ordinance. 

“We’re going to have to deal with it one way or another,” he said. “We’ll either get a permit or file suit.” 

 

ESPN 

Braves' revoked offer another example of broken slotting system 

Buster Olney - ESPN Senior Writer 

An Atlanta Braves' offer to an Auburn player was revoked, and he is going back to school. 

Junior College All-American Josh Anthony was drafted in the 16th round by the Braves but committed to Auburn University for next year. Then 
things got muddled. 

From a piece published in The Montgomery Advertiser on June 24: 

[Anthony] said Wednesday that he would attend Auburn next year. On Thursday, the Atlanta Braves increased their signing bonus and Anthony 
informed Auburn's coaches that he was going to accept the offer. According to Anthony's text message to the Montgomery Advertiser, Atlanta's 
latest offer included much more than slot value for a 16th-round selection and includes any future college costs if he doesn't reach the major 
leagues. By Friday, that Atlanta offer was no longer valid and Anthony was once again back where he started: bound for Auburn. 

"I mean, I'm disappointed but I hold no hard feelings toward the Braves. I'm focused on being at Auburn next year," Anthony said Friday night in a 
phone interview with the Montgomery Advertiser. 

Anthony confirmed to the Montgomery Advertiser that Atlanta executives called him Friday morning to say they could no longer honor their offer. 
Anthony said Braves officials informed his father that if they signed Anthony to the agreed upon amount that would put them over Major League 
Baseball's bonus pool cap and force them to potentially lose a future draft pick. 

"They told me that if they honored the deal then that would put them in the tax and so they couldn't do it," Anthony said. "I was ready to sign and 
they revoked the offer." 

Not soon after Anthony was informed of the situation by Atlanta executives, Auburn head coach Butch Thompson called to say the Tigers would still 
honor his scholarship agreement. 

This is just one example of a team aggressively shifting offers in order to maximize return under MLB’s negotiated slotting system. 

Right now, the industry is overflowing with unconfirmed stories of tactics that probably ride an ethical edge. Another example being talked about 
among executives: players getting verbal offers based on them manipulating their way to a particular team in a particular round by informing other 
teams that they’re staying in college or that they’re not interested in signing with a specific club. The perception among a lot of executives is that 
some teams made pre-draft offers to multiple players for the same spot in the draft. 

None of it is binding, of course, but it is really fast and loose and probably not close to the intended spirit of the slotting system. The collateral 
damage of some of this falls on high school and college kids, because if a team overextends itself in its array of offers, then it puts itself in a position 
in which it has to back out of agreements. Which is just wrong. 

One possible solution for this -- and perhaps for the growing problem of tanking in the industry -- is a hard slotting system. Every player drafted 
with the first pick would have a specific dollar amount assigned to him. This way, teams would not have reason to try to manipulate how they 
arrange their draft picks and draft dollars, and be in a position to revoke offers. This way, a kid drafted in the 16th round would have a clear view of 
his options -- sign to play professionally for a designated amount of money or attend college -- rather than having an offer suddenly evaporate. 
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Another idea: If the team that drafts a player backs out of a proposed deal or tries to reduce the amount of an offer because they allocated the 
draft dollars elsewhere, the player should be allowed to become a free agent. Immediately. 

Because as it stands, a player like Anthony can be left with almost no options. Anthony told Auburn he was leaving to accept Atlanta’s offer, and if 
Auburn had promised his scholarship money to somebody else before the Braves’ revoked their offer, Anthony would’ve not only lost the offer 
from the team that drafted him, but he would have no money to go back to school. Which is absurd. 

The good folks in the central office at Major League Baseball negotiated the current slotting system to give teams cost certainty in the signing 
bonuses to draft picks. That was the impetus. What they probably never envisioned as they created the design is that it would devolve -- in some 
corners -- into a wild, wild west of negotiation feints, with teenagers who don’t have experience in the art of the slotting system sometimes paying 
the price. 

The sport should aspire to be better than that. 

 

Yahoo! Sports 

Cobb County outlaws private parking at new Braves stadium  

By Liz Roscher 

The Atlanta Braves have gotten almost nothing but bad press about their new Cobb County stadium, SunTrust Park, and it shows no sign of slowing 
down. Dan Klepal of the Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported on Wednesday that Cobb County commissioners passed an ordinance all the way 
back in February that specifically outlaws private parking within a half-mile of the new stadium during Braves games and other stadium events. 

That means any property owners in that radius who have parking and might want to charge for it will be prohibited from doing so by law. It will 
prevent local businesses from competing with the Braves on parking fees, and cut off a possible revenue stream. When new ballparks are built, 
team and city officials usually emphasize the growth opportunities for local businesses. In this case, the Braves and Cobb County seem to be doing 
the exact opposite. 

Klepal has Cobb County’s response: 

County officials say the law is necessary for public safety, and note that property owners ineligible for a license because of their proximity to the 
stadium can file an appeal to the county commission. But critics see it as a heavy-handed attempt to protect Braves parking revenue, and help the 
team as it negotiates leases with nearby lot owners for supplemental parking. 

Public safety should definitely be on their mind, though they’re doing everything they can to make the situation worse. SunTrust Park will include 
2,500 fewer parking spaces than Turner Field, so I’m not sure how intentionally limiting other parking will help public safety. (Parking was one of 
the reasons the team gave for wanting to leave 19-year-old Turner Field, so none of this makes any sense.) And considering that the stadium isn’t 
directly accessible by Atlanta’s public transit system, it only stands to make life more difficult for fans who want to see the Braves play. 

There is a pedestrian bridge planned that will take fans from the Cobb Galleria (a convention center) to the stadium, bypassing the busy interstate 
that separates the two. There are 2,000 parking spaces at the Galleria, but stadium goers will have to compete for them with those attending 
events at the center. 

The Braves have yet to release their own parking plan, which could include contracting with local businesses to make more parking available. It will 
probably be easier for them to do that since those businesses have been outlawed from offering their own independent parking. 

As for when Braves fans will get to experience SunTrust Park themselves, the Associated Press obtained a copy of the Braves’ 2017 schedule 
and reported that the new stadium is slated to open on Thursday, April 13, 2017 with a game against the San Diego Padres. The team would not 
comment on the AP report since the team’s schedule isn’t yet finalized. Needless to say, if you’re planning to drive to the stadium, you’ll want to 
get there early. 

 

Associated Press 

Indians shut out Braves, extend winning streak to 12 games 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA -- Danny Salazar didn't want to be the pitcher who couldn't keep the Cleveland Indians' winning streak alive. 

In the process, the right-hander extended his personal win streak. 
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Salazar threw seven innings, Lonnie Chisenhall hit his second homer of the series and Cleveland stretched its winning streak to 12 games by beating 
the Atlanta Braves 3-0 on Wednesday night. 

Cleveland swept its fourth straight series to extend the majors' longest winning streak this season. The Indians began the day leading second-place 
Kansas City by six games in the AL Central. 

Salazar (10-3) was dominant, allowing five hits with no walks and eight strikeouts. He lowered the AL's second-best ERA to 2.22 while winning his 
sixth straight start and keeping the Indians on their roll. 

"Of course I want to keep going with the streak and that was my main goal today, to try to get a win for the team, and I got it," Salazar said. 

The Indians need one more win to match the longest winning streaks in franchise history. They won 13 straight in 1942 and 1951. They had another 
12-game streak in 1922. 

Jason Kipnis broke a scoreless tie with a two-run single in the fifth. 

Cody Allen gave up a leadoff single to Nick Markakis in the ninth and walked Erick Aybar with two outs before ending the game on Emilio 
Bonifacio's grounder to second for his 16th save. 

Salazar acknowledged he struggled early to adjust to the Atlanta heat, even though the first-pitch temperature of 88 degrees was moderate for 
recent weeks. 

"I thought early it didn't look like he had the energy in his body," manager Terry Francona said. 

"Even when you think he's not as sharp, he can put up zeroes." 

Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said Salazar was "Just like advertised. He was real tough." 

Braves right-hander Joel De La Cruz (0-1), recalled from Triple-A Gwinnett for his major league debut, allowed three runs in six innings. 

Chisenhall's high homer landed midway up the lower level of the seats in right in the sixth. 

Atlanta's Jace Peterson had two doubles to extend his hitting streak to a career-best 10 games. 

Braves center fielder Ender Inciarte made a leaping catch of Mike Napoli's drive at the wall in the seventh. 

BLAME THE BAT 

Right-hander Brian Shaw struck out Freddie Freeman to close the eighth with runners on first and second. It was the third strikeout of the game for 
Freeman, who shattered his bat as he slammed it to the ground in frustration. Freeman also bounced his helmet off ground. 

Braves batters were 0 for 11 with runners in scoring position, continuing their season-long struggles. 

SOUVENIR 

De La Cruz singled in his first at-bat in the third inning for his first major league hit. The ball was tossed into the Braves' dugout on the first-base line 
to be saved. With De La Cruz standing nearby on first base, a laughing Aybar pretended to throw the ball over the dugout roof into the stands. 

INTRODUCTIONS 

The Indians' first glimpse of De La Cruz came a day before the game. Francona said he saw the right-hander after De La Cruz, carrying Braves 
luggage, checked in at the Indians' hotel on Wednesday night. 

Asked if he knew anything about De La Cruz, Francona said "Well, I rode the elevator with him last night. I was going to my room and I saw this kid 
with a bag. I said, `You must be De La Cruz.' He laughed. We haven't seen him pitch. But I've shaken his hand." 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Indians: C Roberto Perez (broken right thumb) is moving closer to game action. Francona said Perez might play as a DH in a minor league rehab 
game as soon as this weekend. Perez required surgery and has been out since May 1. 

UP NEXT 

Indians: RHP Carlos Carrasco (3-2, 2.73) will make his 10th start of the season as Cleveland opens a series at Toronto on Thursday night. 



Braves: RHP Mike Foltynewicz (sore right elbow) will come off the 15-day DL to start in Thursday night's series opener against Miami instead of 
making a second rehab start with Triple-A Gwinnett. RHP Julio Teheran's scheduled start was pushed back one day to Friday to give him extra day's 
rest. 

 

Marlins-Braves preview 

STATS LLC  

ATLANTA -- A team coming off a two-game sweep in which it was outscored 17-6 would normally love to be facing an opponent next with the worst 
record in the National League. 

The Miami Marlins, though, are the one team the Atlanta Braves have a winning record against this season. 

Atlanta (26-52) started the season 4-17 and three of those victories were against the Marlins, who would eventually lose two more games to the 
Braves before winning two of the past three. 

That is almost as bad as the Marlins (41-37) have done against the Tigers, who won 10-3 Wednesday in Detroit to finish the interleague matchup 0-
4. The Tigers also swept a two-game series in Miami to open the season. 

At least Miami won't have to face Braves ace Julio Teheran on Thursday night in the opener of the four-game series that will move from Turner 
Field to Fort Bragg in North Carolina for Sunday's patriotic finale. 

Teheran, who has a streak of 23 consecutive scoreless innings, will get an extra day of rest before facing the Marlins on Friday. 

"We've been extending him pretty good, so it's good to give him an extra day any time we can," Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said. 

Teheran pitched a one-hit shutout in New York, then followed that up with eight scoreless innings in a no-decision against the same Mets in Atlanta 
last Saturday. 

The right-hander is just 3-7, but has a 2.46 ERA. 

Mike Foltynewicz will cut short his minor league rehab with Triple-A Gwinnett after one outing and start the series opener against the Marlins. 

"He's healthy and feeling good," Snitker said. 

The right-hander has been on the disabled list June 4 because of what was later diagnosed as bone spurs in his pitching elbow. 

Foltynewicz allowed just one hit, walked none and struck out five over five scoreless innings Saturday against Charlotte, throwing 65 pitches. 

"It felt better than I thought it would," Foltynewicz said of his elbow. "All the doctors say it is no structural damage in there. That puts me at ease of 
mind." 

Foltynewicz has made six major league starts this season, going 2-2 with a 3.51 ERA. 

Marlins manager Don Mattingly juggled his rotation Wednesday in Detroit and it didn't pay off. 

Right-hander Tom Kohler started instead of left-hander Wei-Yin Chen against the Tigers, but gave up four runs in a 46-pitch first inning and was 
gone after the third inning. 

"It's really a chance to give (Chen) a little bit of a breather, but Atlanta is just stacked with lefties and these guys (the Tigers) are stacked with 
righties," Mattingly had told reporters in explaining the switch. 

Chen was the Marlins' Opening Day starter at home against Detroit, but has struggled to live up to expectations after getting a five-year deal worth 
$80 million as a free agent. 

Chen, who is 4-2 with a 5.00 ERA, couldn't get out of the third inning two starts ago against Colorado, but bounced back with seven innings against 
the Chicago Cubs in his most recent outing. 

The native of Taiwan will be making his third start of the season against the Braves after posting a 2.38 ERA in a pair of no-decisions in games the 
Marlins lost. 

Chen faced the Braves once in interleague play while with Baltimore, pitching seven scoreless innings in a victory. 

Miami outfielder Ichiro Suzuki comes into the series 12 hits short of 3,000 in the majors after getting two singles in each of the games at Detroit. 
The 42-year-old former star in Japan is batting .342. 
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The Marlins lost by seven runs Wednesday despite getting 14 hits. Third baseman Martin Prado had four of them to lift his average to .316. 

"I'm disappointed," Mattingly told reporters after the sweep in Detroit. "But there is no time for that. We have to go play. That's basically how we 
have to look at it, get moving." 

Atlanta swept in a three-game interleague series by Cleveland, which ran its winning streak to 12 games Wednesday night. The Braves are 11-32 at 
home this season. 

 

Braves' new ballpark set to open April 13 vs. Padres 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK -- The Atlanta Braves are scheduled to open SunTrust Park on April 13, 2017, against the San Diego Padres, according to a copy of the 
team's preliminary schedule obtained by The Associated Press. 

The 2017 schedule, which is tentative and subject to change, has the Braves opening the season with a three-game series at the New York Mets on 
April 3, then going to the Pittsburgh Pirates for a three-game series. Atlanta also has a two-game series at the Miami Marlins before heading home 
for the Thursday opener against the Padres, the start of a four-game series. 

Teams opening new ballparks often host exhibition games at the new stadiums before opening day, and it is possible the Braves could schedule 
some at SunTrust ahead of the regular season. 

Braves officials declined comment on the schedule, because it is not yet official. 
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