
Cincinnati Reds 

Press Clippings 

December 13, 2018 
 

THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1934-The Reds trade for 25-year-old prospect Billy Myers. He will become the starting shortstop for the next six seasons, including 

the 1940 Reds 

MLB.COM 
Reds acquire right-hander Roark from Nats 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Dec. 12th, 2018 

 

LAS VEGAS -- With the promise of more to come, the Reds made their first significant offseason deal Wednesday when they 

acquired starting pitcher Tanner Roark in a trade from the Nationals in exchange for reliever Tanner Rainey. 

 

Roark, 32, was 9-15 with a 4.34 ERA and 1.28 WHIP in 31 games (30 starts) across 180 1/3 innings for Washington last season and 

worth 3.0 WAR, according to Baseball-Reference. 

 

"We feel like this is exactly what we were looking for in that first deal, get a guy that has a track record of innings, starts, solid 

performance, veteran, familiar with our league," Reds president of baseball operations Dick Williams said. "He checks a lot of our 

boxes. Good makeup. I think he'll slide right into the rotation and have a good effect on the rest of the guys." 

 

Over 182 games (141 starts) during his big league career, Roark is 64-54 with a 3.59 ERA. He's a pitcher known for keeping the ball 

on the ground, which would be especially useful at Great American Ball Park. He was tied for fifth in the National League last 

season by inducing 18 grounded-into-double plays. 

 

"He's a solid middle-of-the-rotation starter that just can come in and anchor our staff," Reds general manager Nick Krall said. "It's a 

good first step to improving our starting staff. And with what he brings to the table, it's the overall package of him being that middle 

rotation guy." 

 

The Reds have only one season of club control over Roark, who is arbitration-eligible and projected to earn $9.8 million, according 

to MLBTradeRumors.com.  

 

But the financial commitment to Roark isn't that significant, and coupled with a commitment to raise payroll from the $101 million 

it was in 2018, there is more money that can be spent. 

 

"We still have some room to operate and get players that we want to acquire and make our roster better," Krall said. 

 

Cincinnati would still like to add a top-of-the-rotation starter and a center fielder. 

 

"We will be making more moves, we fully anticipate," Williams said. "We've been pretty clear about adding multiple starters. We 

didn't commit that we would have to get two depending on how we mixed and matched. Having one done, it gives us flexibility. 

We're going to be very active in the starter market still." 

 

Although Rainey was ranked as Cincinnati's No. 23 prospect by MLB Pipeline, the organization did not have to give up much to fill 

a need. The 25-year-old right-hander debuted in the big leagues last season and had a 24.43 ERA in eight appearances over four 

callups, allowing 19 earned runs over seven innings (15 of which came in three games). He can touch 100 mph, but has command 

issues and hasn't developed his secondary pitches. He spent the majority of the season with Triple-A Louisville as a reliever, posting 

a 2.65 in 44 games. 

 

Once the Nationals signed top free-agent pitcher Patrick Corbin this week, the Reds inquired about Roark. 

 

"It came together real quick here," Williams said. 

 

Roark was surprised that he was traded, but ready to go to a new club. 

 



"I know they can hit the ball. They have a tough lineup. I know that for sure," Roark said. "And also, I'm excited to go in there and 

do my thing and just attack, attack, attack. 

 

"No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 [starter], it doesn't matter. After everybody has pitched the first five games, there is no more No. 1, you just keep 

going. So, I don't care about being the oldest guy, oldest pitcher or starter or whatnot there. ... I'm going to spread my knowledge 

and learn from these guys and get to know these guys. And I'm excited to get to know them." 

 

Williams and Krall remain involved in talks with other clubs and agents. On Tuesday, it was learned that they spoke to the Braves 

about center fielder Ender Inciarte and reports had Cincinnati in talks with the Dodgers to acquire right fielder Yasiel Puig and lefty 

starter Alex Wood. 

 

On Wednesday, reports had the Reds in talks with the Marlins to possibly acquire All-Star catcher J.T. Realmuto, possibly for 

catcher Tucker Barnhart and Cincinnati's No. 2 prospect, outfielder Taylor Trammell. 

 

Williams did not disclose the subjects of any trade talks. 

 

"I would say continual progress, continual discussions, continual back and forth. We're still very actively engaged on a number of 

fronts," Williams said. "We're not on the one-yard line of anything." 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Cincinnati Reds add pitcher Tanner Roark in trade with Washington Nationals 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 8:11 p.m. ET Dec. 12, 2018 | Updated 3:35 a.m. ET Dec. 13, 2018 

 

LAS VEGAS – With a clear goal of adding starting pitching, the Reds made their first big move of the offseason when they added 

right-hander Tanner Roark in a trade with the Washington Nationals for reliever Tanner Rainey on Wednesday. 

 

Roark had a 9-15 record and a 4.34 ERA in 30 starts last season. He’s thrown at least 180 innings across each of the last three years. 

In his final year of arbitration, he’s projected to make around $10 million next season. He can become a free agent at the end of the 

2019 season. 

 

Trade talks were almost exclusively during the Winter Meetings after the Nationals signed free agent pitcher Patrick Corbin. Reds 

general manager Nick Krall said the club viewed Roark as a “solid middle of the rotation starter.” 

 

Dick Williams, the Reds’ president of baseball operations, and Krall noted this only the first step of their offseason as they search 

for at least one more starting pitcher and a center fielder. 

 

“This is a significant shift for us,” Williams said. “We’ve been laying in the weeds for a couple of years and focused on rebuilding, 

and now it’s time to add to the team. We’re in that mode now. We fully expect to make more deals. This is the first of more to 

come.” 

 

Roark, who owns a 3.59 ERA in 182 career appearances (141 starts), became expendable for the Nationals because he was a No. 4 

or No. 5 starter in their rotation with a rising salary. 

 

Rainey made eight relief appearances with the Reds last season. He’s known for his electric fastball, which can reach around 100 

mph, but had trouble locating it and gave up 19 runs in seven innings.   

 

“Look, we’ve got to improve over last year,” Williams said. “I would say as we slot guys in, that’s what we’re doing spot by spot is 

bumping up over last year. Hopefully, we’ll add guys, like Tanner, that will be a significant upgrade over what we had.” 

 

The Reds remain engaged in trade discussions with the Los Angeles Dodgers and other teams. Williams said no deals were near 

completion, but they are looking for another starter. 

 

Adding Roark, who is under contract for one season, gives the Reds some financial flexibility with their future moves. 

 

“We’ve talked about the fact that our payroll will reach levels that we haven’t seen in the past,” Williams said. “We don’t want to 

get overly specific with that, but that still gives us some good room to grow.” 

 

The 32-year-old Roark finished 10th in the National League Cy Young vote in 2016, posting a 2.83 ERA in 33 starts. He had a 4.67 

ERA in 2017. 



 

For the Reds, it was some excitement as they neared the end of the Winter Meetings. 

 

“It does feel good to get one done here just because the last few years, you get on that plane to go home and no matter how much 

progress you’ve made, if there’s not something tangible, sometimes it can be discouraging,” Williams said. “But this time we’re 

really excited that we got, what we think is a guy that is going to fit really nicely in the rotation. He fits exactly what we were 

looking for.” 

 

 

Tanner Roark trade becomes the Cincinnati Reds' first step in a busy offseason 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 10:53 p.m. ET Dec. 12, 2018 | Updated 3:38 a.m. ET Dec. 13, 2018 

 

LAS VEGAS – On a conference call with reporters after learning he was traded to the Reds, Tanner Roark was asked about his 

thoughts of pitching in the hitter-friendly Great American Ball Park next season. 

 

Roark laughed and responded, “I know what you want me to say.” 

 

It can be a tough place to pitch, but that’s why the Reds needed to significantly upgrade their starting staff before the start of next 

season. Roark was the first splash of the offseason for the Reds, who remain engaged in trade discussions with the Los Angeles 

Dodgers and other teams involving pitchers, outfielders and reportedly Miami’s All-Star catcher J.T. Realmuto. 

 

“The ball flies. I feel like the ball flies everywhere nowadays,” Roark said. “There’s only a few ballparks in Major League Baseball 

that the ball doesn’t fly or plays fair or is just huge. I mean it’s not going to change the way I pitch. I’m still going to attack guys 

and pitch inside and get them uncomfortable. That’s my game.” 

 

Reds general manager Nick Krall said the club views Roark as a “solid middle of the rotation starter.” The Reds loved his durability. 

He’s pitched at least 180 innings in each of the last three seasons, recording a 4.34 ERA in 30 starts with the Washington Nationals 

last year. 

 

The Nationals were open to trading Roark after they signed Patrick Corbin to a six-year, $140 million contract. Roark said he was 

surprised by the trade, but “life’s too short to hold grudges.” 

 

Roark, 32, immediately brings a veteran presence to a youthful Reds rotation. He will be eligible for free agency after the 2019 

season, projected to make around $10 million this year in his final year of arbitration by MLBTradeRumors.com. Last season, the 

Reds had a 5.02 staff ERA, which ranked 14th in the National League. 

 

Does he look forward to becoming one of the top options in the rotation? 

 

“I’m excited just to go there,” Roark said. “I don’t care about No. 1s. No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, it doesn’t matter. After everybody has pitched 

the first five games, there is no more No. 1, you just keep going. I don’t care about being the oldest guy, oldest pitcher or starter or 

whatnot there. I’m going to spread my knowledge and learn from these guys and get to know these guys.” 

 

For the Reds, the next step in the offseason is adding at least one more starting pitcher and a center fielder. President of baseball 

operations Dick Williams said there is still “some good room to grow” before they hit the top of their payroll. 

 

“This is a significant shift for us,” Williams said. “We’ve been laying in the weeds for a couple of years and focused on rebuilding, 

and now it’s time to add to the team. We’re in that mode now. We fully expect to make more deals. This is the first of more to 

come.” 

 

When Williams was asked what the Reds were searching for from another starter, he joked, “Cy Young, man.” Roark isn’t a flashy 

addition, but he will provide stability for a reasonable price. The Reds liked Tanner Rainey, who was dealt to the Nationals, but they 

have a lot of bullpen arms. 

 

It’s possible the Reds could try to add two more starters for their rotation next year. 

 

“You can’t have too many good pitchers,” Williams said. “If we can get good arms, we’ll figure out how to divvy up the innings. 

We know from experience you can’t have too many.” 

 

Adding Roark in Wednesday’s trade gave the Reds a move to celebrate during the Winter Meetings, but front office members 

believe it gives them flexibility for their upcoming moves. 

 



“We feel like this is exactly what we were looking for in that first deal, get a guy that has a track record of innings, starts, solid 

performance, veteran, familiar with our league,” Williams said. “He checks a lot of boxes. Good makeup. I think he'll slide right 

into the rotation and have a good effect on the rest of the guys.” 

 

BORAS TALKS: Surrounded by a horde of reporters and a 20-foot Christmas tree, Scott Boras held his Winter Meetings state of 

the union address, which was primarily focused on free agent outfielder Bryce Harper. 

 

The Reds have interest in left-hander Dallas Keuchel, one of Boras’ clients, but they will likely need his price to drop a bit. 

 

“I think the clubs have kind of focused on players who have a little bit more age or injury to them and shorter-term (contracts),” 

Boras said. “Obviously, Dallas has premiums on him that certainly require greater length and investments. Again, no team is 

winning without dominant starting pitching.” 

 

Keuchel had a 3.74 ERA in 34 starts last season with the Houston Astros, winning his fourth Gold Glove Award in the last five 

seasons. 

 

If the Reds are looking at cheaper options, they could attempt to bring back Matt Harvey. 

 

“Matt had a great experience in Cincinnati,” Boras said. “He’s certainly open to them.” 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Reds’ Williams: Tanner Roark acquisition ‘is the first of more to come’ 

By C. Trent Rosecrans Dec 12, 2018     

 

LAS VEGAS – It was a relief, at least, for the Reds’ front office to get something, anything done at the Winter Meetings on 

Wednesday. 

 

A day that started with the hangover of a rumored deal with the Dodgers then got a dash of a blockbuster deal for the most prized 

offensive player on the trade market. 

 

By mid-afternoon, the Reds had finally done something, even if the trade for Nationals right-hander Tanner Roark needed only one 

of the satellite tables instead of the main stage set up at the front of the media workroom at Mandalay Bay. 

 

There, President of Baseball Operations Dick Williams and General Manager Nick Krall answered questions about Roark but 

weren’t asked about the outgoing Tanner Rainey, who was sent to Washington in return. 

 

The baseball world will pack up and move on from the Winter Meetings on Thursday and while the Reds have been the talk of the 

meetings, they had come up empty until Wednesday afternoon. 

 

“It came together real quick here,” Williams said. “It had been touched on in the past but when it perked up, it went real quick.” 

 

That’s in stark contrast to the swirling rumors including the Dodgers (Yasiel Puig, Matt Kemp, Alex Wood), the Blue Jays (Marcus 

Stroman) and Marlins (J.T. Realmuto), which have been reported so many times that they’ve almost seemed to lose any semblance 

to reality. (For the record, Williams said nothing was close and the team was working and all the rest of the things that are said by 

nearly all 30 teams here.) 

 

Roark, 32, has one year of team control and is coming off a season where he led the National League in losses, even though he was 

still a 3 WAR player according to Baseball Reference. He’s also pitched at least 180 innings in four of the last five seasons, with the 

only outlier coming in 2015 when the Nationals jerked him around, putting him in the bullpen and limiting him to just 12 starts. 

He’s made at least 30 starts in each of the four years spent in the rotation and had two seasons with sub-3.00 ERAs. 

 

This isn’t the type of move that you send out in season ticket solicitations, but it is the type of move that makes the team better 

immediately, something that is sorely needed after five straight losing seasons. 

 

“We feel like this is exactly what we were looking for in that first deal – get a guy that has a track record of innings, starts, solid 

performance, veteran, familiar with our league,” Williams said. “He checks a lot of our boxes. Good makeup. I think he’ll slide right 

into the rotation and have a good effect on the rest of the guys.” 

 

Roark was deemed dispensable by the Nationals when lefty Patrick Corbin inked the biggest free-agent deal of the offseason to date. 

 



That didn’t mean Roark was expecting to have a new team on Wednesday, but he didn’t sound shocked when talking with reporters 

via phone less than an hour after the trade was announced. 

 

Roark is arbitration-eligible this season for the third and final time and will be a free agent following the season. MLB Trade 

Rumors projects him to make $9.8 million next season, meaning his salary will be a slight bump from what the team saved in non-

tendering Billy Hamilton, but won’t hamper the overall budget. 

 

And that’s where things could get interesting. The team could still be a player for big-ticket options like center fielder A.J. Pollock 

or left-hander Dallas Keuchel. It could also add a complementary piece like utility man Josh Harrison. There are also trades that 

could be made to improve the team now and in the future. 

 

Whatever happens at this point, it’s clear that it won’t end with Roark, who is immediately in the Reds’ plans for their rotation along 

with Luis Castillo, Anthony DeSclafani and likely Tyler Mahle and whomever that second pitcher may be. While Krall referred to 

Roark as a “middle of the rotation” starter, Williams said he was looking for “Cy Young” when asked what other kind of pitcher the 

team wanted to add to the mix. 

 

Young, of course, is dead. The Reds’ are hoping their 2019 isn’t yet – and that’s something new in at least the recent past. 

 

“For us, for the guys that have followed our offseasons closely the last couple of years, there haven’t been a lot of commitments to 

players making this kind of money,” Williams said. “So this is a significant shift for us. We’ve been laying in the weeds for a couple 

of years and focused on rebuilding, and now it’s time to add to the team. We’re in that mode now. And we fully expect to make 

more deals. This is the first of more to come.” 

 

Transactions 
 

12/12/18  

Washington Nationals traded RHP Tanner Roark to Cincinnati Reds for RHP Tanner Rainey. 

Philadelphia Phillies signed free agent RF Andrew McCutchen. 

 

 

 
 


