
Bieber earns W after 'pen fends off Yanks 

By Casey Harrison MLB.com 

CLEVELAND -- After rookie right-hander Shane Bieber allowed three runs to the Yankees in the fifth inning on Friday night at Progressive 

Field, Indians fans grew wary as All-Star slugger Aaron Judge stepped to the plate looking to give New York its first lead of the night. 

 

With a runner on second, Judge sent a hanging slider 370 feet to center field, where it was tracked down by Greg Allen to quiet the collective 

gasp of the sellout crowd. The putout ended Bieber's 25-pitch inning and shut the door on New York's biggest scoring threat of the night, 

helping the Tribe secure a 6-5 win. 

 

"I was holding my breath a little bit," Bieber said. "That was all barrel. He just got under it, fortunately. I hung a pitch up there and made a 

mistake, and fortunately got away with it. He could have done some real damage there." 

 

Bieber (5-1) retired the next seven before ending his night in the eighth, matching a career high with seven-plus innings (last done on June 22, 

against the Tigers) and picking up the win. He also struck out six, allowing five hits and walking two. Cody Allen hung on for his 19th save, 

despite giving up a homer to Giancarlo Stanton to lead off the ninth. 

 

The 24-year-old Bieber cruised through the first four innings, giving up only a single to Miguel Andujar through the first 13 batters he faced. The 

Yankees (61-32) sent up seven batters in the fifth, and the first three reached before Bieber recorded an out. Greg Greg Bird doubled to start 

the frame, followed by a walk to Andujar and an RBI double by Neil Walker. Andujar scored on Bieber's wild pitch, and Walker came around to 

score on a sacrifice fly by Brett Gardner. 

 

"[Bieber] was tough -- he was able to throw his breaking ball behind in the count, which he hasn't done a ton of this year," Yankees manager 

Aaron Boone said. "That was effective for him. I thought his fastball was sneaky and he was able to command it, for the most part. I liked the 

way the guys battled, because he was in a pretty good rhythm there." 

 

Indians manager Terry Francona praised Bieber's ability to escape the jam in the fifth and recover to finish strong, showing the finesse seen by 

coaches throughout the Minor Leagues. 

 

"To his credit, he reeled it back in and got 'em out," Francona said. "But I think the kid has a ton of poise along with being a really good pitcher." 

Bieber was pulled after giving up a leadoff double to Tyler Wade in the eighth. Wade advanced to third after a passed ball and made it a 6-4 

game after scoring on Gardner's RBI groundout. 

 

"The guy goes into the eighth giving us a chance to win the ballgame," said catcher Yan Gomes, who went 1-for-4 with an RBI double. "It's one 

of those things that we've seen with his outings, where even when he gets into a little bit of trouble, he's still able to compose himself and get 

through it. That's not a lineup to lose your focus, lose your composure. He just kept attacking hitters." 

 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 

After Gardner's groundout in the eighth, Francona opted to bring in right-hander Neil Ramirez to face Judge, a righty. Judge was hit by a 96.2-

mph fastball that ran up and in, putting a runner on for Aaron Hicks. As Judge went to steal second, Ramirez struck out Hicks on a 3-2 slider 

down in the zone, allowing Gomes to throw Judge out. Though Judge was initially ruled safe by second-base umpire Jerry Meals, the call was 

overturned after a 28-second review. 

 

Given the fact that Stanton loomed on deck and then led off the ninth with his 23rd home run, the play proved especially important. 

 

"That was huge right there," Neil Ramirez said. "That was a big-time momentum shift for us. I come in, threw -- I thought -- a couple good 

sliders to Judge. I'm not trying to hit him right there. I'm trying to go up and in. So to have him get on base, it's like, 'All right, lock it in.' To get 

the strikeout of Hicks on a 3-2 slider and then to have Yan, on a slider, be able to pop it down there when he did at that moment, it was big." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Chasing German: Yankees starter Domingo German (2-5) was unable to get through the fifth, surrendering six runs on five hits and striking out 

six. The rookie right-hander struggled to find command early, helping the Indians post four runs in the first two innings. He allowed back-to-back 

walks to Francisco Lindor and Michael Brantley in the first, then a wild pitch allowed the two to advance before a groundout to first base by Jose 

Ramirez plated Lindor. 

 

Lindor came around again in the second, scoring from first on a two-run double from Brantley. The left fielder's knock also brought in Gomes, 

who doubled in Tyler Naquin earlier in the frame. German needed 55 pitches (29 balls, 26 strikes) to get through the second, also walking four 

in that span. 

 

The Tribe tagged German for two more in the fifth. Brantley led off the frame with a single to right, setting the table for Ramirez to lace a triple 

down the right-field line (his second of the season) and end German's night. German was replaced by Jonathan Holder, who gave up an RBI 

single to Yonder Alonso before retiring the next three batters. 

 

"That was huge when they got the three and we came back and got two right back," Francona said. "Because you know they're coming. They're 

gonna do that. They're good. They're talented and they play hard till the end." 

 

SOUND SMART 

Lindor finished 1-for-3 with a pair of walks and two runs scored, and he now has 85 runs through 93 games, the fourth-highest total through that 

many games in franchise history, trailing Kenny Lofton (90 in 1994), Ray Chapman (88 in 1920) and Tris Speaker (86 in 1920). It's also the 

most prior to the All-Star break since the Rockies' Todd Helton scored 87 in 2003. 



Francona said since taking over as the leadoff hitter, Lindor has been remarkable as a table-setter. 

 

"He loves hitting up there, and we like him there," Francona said. "And then Brant and Josey hitting behind him -- when he first came up, 

[Lindor] would get picked off. You don't see that anymore. He's on base for a ton of runs." 

 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 

Despite Lindor's day at the plate, arguably his most impressive play came in the field during the eighth. With Wade at third and nobody out, 

Oliver Perez forced a ground ball from Gardner on the right side of an overshifted infield. Lindor, slightly left of second, ranged to his left, picked 

the grounder on a short hop and fired to first to narrowly get Gardner. The play scored Wade but prevented further damage. 

 

"I know he can run," Lindor said. "I know in that situation what he's trying to do is put the ball in play. He wants to get [on base]. And just going 

off the pitch, understand where he's going to hit the ball. He hits ground balls if he doesn't pop the ball up. He put the swing on it, and I just 

wanted to get to the ball. If it goes up the middle, I've got a chance on any ball." 

UP NEXT 

Right-hander Mike Clevinger (7-4, 3.34 ERA) is scheduled to take the mound for a 7:15 p.m. ET start against the Yankees at Progressive Field 

on Saturday. In his previous start, against the Reds, Clevinger struck out 11 but took the loss after surrendering five runs on seven hits through 

six innings. Veteran left-hander and former Tribe arm CC Sabathia (6-4, 3.34) will take the mound for New York. 

 

Kluber cedes All-Star spot after bumpy stretch 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- Corey Kluber understands his importance to the Indians for the second half of the season. And should Cleveland capture its 

third straight American League Central crown, the ace will want to log as many innings as possible on the October stage. 

 

With that in mind, Kluber has decided not to participate in the All-Star Game presented by Mastercard (Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. ET on FOX), 

allowing him time to rest a minor issue with his right knee that has been bothering him for the past few weeks. The two-time AL Cy Young 

Award winner received a gel injection in the knee on Friday morning, but he will not be placed on the disabled list, and he plans on starting 

Cleveland's fourth game after the All-Star break, on July 23 against the Pirates. 

 

"I would have liked to have pitched in the All-Star Game," Kluber said. "But I think, obviously, the big picture, being healthy for the second half, 

is more important. With the timing of it and having a break, kind of being able to do this and get some down time to let it work and then not 

necessarily miss time, miss starts, things like that, it seemed to make sense." 

Major League Baseball announced on Friday that Kluber will be replaced on the AL squad by Rays starter Blake Snell. 

 

Kluber's decision comes one day after he endured a rough outing against the Yankees as part of an inconsistent stretch of starts. 

 

Manager Terry Francona said the current approach by the Indians has been "in the works" for a while, noting that the knee injury is not 

considered serious. 

 

"We always try to do the right thing. This isn't a DL [situation]," Francona said. "We didn't even have to really tell [reporters] he was getting a 

shot. After talking to him, I didn't want him to go to the All-Star Game and get [asked], 'OK, why are you not pitching?' I just thought being 

honest was the best way to go about it." 

 

On Thursday, Kluber was charged with six runs over 7 1/3 innings, during which he logged 114 pitches. It was the second time in his past four 

turns that he allowed six runs. And on June 15, against the Twins, he was lifted after only 65 pitches. 

 

Over his past six starts (34 innings), Kluber is 2-3 with with a 5.03 ERA and 29 strikeouts against seven walk. During that span, the righty has 

allowed seven homers and an opposing batting average of .242 (.740 OPS). In his previous 14 starts, Kluber went 10-2 with a 1.99 ERA, 103 

strikeouts, 10 walks and 12 homers allowed in 99 2/3 innings. He held batters to a .201 average (.551 OPS) in that time period. 

 

Kluber said his knee has been negatively affecting his mechanics, causing his release point to drop. 

 

"If we looked at the data, there are some things that have changed," he said. "I don't want to try to use it as an excuse or anything, but I think, if 

anything, it made it a little bit harder to constantly repeat the delivery the way that I would want to. My arm action has been the same. It's just 

the release point is lower." 

 

While watching the 2018 All-Star Game, fans can submit their choices for the Ted Williams Most Valuable Player Award presented by Chevrolet 

with the 2018 All-Star Game MLB.com MVP Vote. 

 

The 89th Midsummer Classic, at Nationals Park in Washington, D.C., will be televised nationally by FOX Sports; in Canada by Rogers 

Sportsnet and RDS; and worldwide by partners in more than 180 countries. FOX Deportes will provide Spanish-language coverage in the 

United States, while ESPN Radio and ESPN Radio Deportes will provide exclusive national radio coverage of the All-Star Game. MLB Network, 

MLB.com and SiriusXM also will provide comprehensive All-Star Week coverage. 

 

For more information about MLB All-Star Week and to purchase tickets, visit AllStarGame.com and follow @MLB and @AllStarGame on social 

media. 

 

Worth noting 



• The Indians activated left-hander Ryan Merritt from the 60-day DL on Friday and designated him for assignment. Merritt, who famously beat 

the Blue Jays in the 2016 AL Championship Series to help Cleveland reach the World Series, dealt with knee and shoulder issues dating back 

to Spring Training. He continued to experience diminished velocity even after being deemed healthy. 

 

"We DL'd him. We rehabbed him," Francona said. "We sent him to get second opinions. He checks out. His velocity has just dropped off. 

Knowing that roster spots are going to be important, we designated him. Everybody has an emotional attachment to him because of that game 

in Toronto. Not just us, but fans, too. We'll see if he gets claimed. If he doesn't, we'll try to get him going, see if we can ramp him back up to 

what he was." 

 

When a player's contract is designated for assignment -- often abbreviated "DFA" -- that player is immediately removed from his club's 40-man 

roster, and 25-man roster if he was on that as well. Within seven days of the transaction (it was previously 10 days), the player must either be 

traded, released or placed on irrevocable outright waivers. 

 

• Lefty Andrew Miller (10-day DL, right knee) remains on target to face Minor League hitters on Saturday with Double-A Akron. On Wednesday, 

Miller threw off the game mound at Progressive Field so the team could gather Statcast™ data. 

 

"It was good, which made us feel good," Francona said. "He can go out there and throw with what he did the other day and be better than most 

relievers. Again, with the load he is going to carry, we've got to be fair and do this right." 

 

• Right-hander Josh Tomlin (10-day DL, right hamstring) is scheduled to resume a throwing program on Saturday, per Francona. 

 

Anatomy of the Indians’ timely strike-’em-out, throw-’em-out double play 

By Zack Meisel 2h ago  

It started with an 85-mph slider. It ended with a tag, a spin move, a fist pump and a replay challenge. 

 

Neil Ramírez stood one imperfect offering away from an unenviable jam against an imposing lineup. Instead, a few seconds after he delivered a 

3-2 slider to Aaron Hicks — well, plus the 28-second video review — his evening’s work came to an end, dealing the Yankees a zero in the 

eighth-inning run column. 

 

There’s never a bad time for a double play, but a strike-’em-out throw-’em-out twin killing in the penultimate frame of a close affair swung the 

momentum in the Indians’ favor Friday night before a sellout crowd at Progressive Field. 

 

Let’s allow the parties responsible for the double play to detail how it unfolded. 

 

The situation: Indians lead, 6-4, with one out in the eighth inning, Aaron Judge on first — he was hit by a pitch — and Hicks at the plate, with 

Giancarlo Stanton on deck. 

 

“It looked like Stanton was swinging three bats on deck,” Terry Francona said. “That was a big play.” 

 

The pitch 

Ramírez got ahead of Hicks before he missed with a pair of sliders, running the count to 3-2. Hicks fouled off a fastball before he whiffed at a 

slider near the bottom of the strike zone. 

 

Yan Gomes: It’s a 3-2 count and it’s almost like a 3-2, two-outs sort of deal. You’ve got a good hitter in Hicks up to the plate. I mean, they’re 

most likely — whether it’s early in the game, late in the game, whatever it is — they’re going to run. But first, he’s got to make a pitch. He did. 

He made a tremendous pitch to Hicks, a good hitter. Strike ’em out, throw ’em out. 

 

Francisco Lindor: We talk to our bullpen. They stepped up today. They helped us win. So, (whichever relievers) you guys interview now, tell 

them good job. 

 

Ramírez: That was huge right there. That was a big-time momentum shift for us. I come in, threw — I thought — a couple good sliders to 

Judge. I’m not trying to hit him right there. I’m trying to go up and in. So to have him get on base, it’s like, “All right, lock it in.” To get the 

strikeout of Hicks on a 3-2 slider and then to have Yan, on a slider, be able to pop it down there when he did at that moment, it was big. 

 

The throw 

Judge, who has six stolen bases in nine attempts this season, took off for second. Gomes’ throw landed in Lindor’s glove, just above Judge’s 

leg as the slugger slid into the bag. 

 

Ramírez: Admittedly, I’m not super quick to the plate, so I think they thought they might be able to steal a bag right there. Obviously, Yan made 

’em pay. 

 

Judge: Gomes behind the plate made a great throw, a perfect throw. Lindor made a great tag, and I wasn’t able to get it done. Especially when 

Stanton comes up next inning, hits a home run like that. It’s tough, but those are gambles. You have to take those gambles. I took a risk and I 

was out. 

 

Gomes: I think you see that kind of slower tempo or slower times to home with a lot of back-end relievers. So, you just have to be ready. Got a 

good transfer, got a good throw there. So, it seemed to be a big out to end the inning and their rally. It was good to see. 

 



Ramírez: I think Yan is one of the best in the game at getting the ball down there quick. It couldn’t have been a more perfect throw. The tag, he 

got him right before he got in there. I’m not the quickest to the plate. It was a perfect storm right there with all that happening, getting us into the 

last inning with the two-run lead. 

 

The tag 

Lindor placed the tag on Judge’s thigh, immediately spun to his left, raised his arm, pumped his fist and started to skip toward the dugout. 

Second-base umpire Jerry Meals, however, ruled Judge safe. The replay official in New York needed only 28 seconds to reverse that decision, 

sealing the inning-ending double play. 

 

Judge: You never really know. Best to leave that up to replay. They’ve got a better view of it than we do. Man, that would have been a huge bag 

if I would’ve got in there. 

 

Lindor: (Gomes) did everything. I just caught the ball. He was quick to the base. It was right on the money. It was all him. It was never me. I just 

went like that and tagged him. Thank God Judge is 6’8. He’s a big guy, so I didn’t have to go that low. 

 

Gomes: You just kind of have to put it in the vicinity for Lindor. He’ll do some, I want to say, like, a Puerto Rican tag. These guys can do some 

tagging. You’ve just got to throw it around him. … There’s got to be a tagging academy in Puerto Rico that these guys come up in. There’s him, 

a guy like (Javy) Baez. Those guys can do some good tagging. 

 

Lindor: I don’t want to show anybody up. I pointed to the dugout, like, “Yeah. Yeah.” And I knew I had him. I’m not trying to disrespect the 

umpires or anybody in the league. I knew I had him. The cameras (showed it). 

 

Corey Kluber’s bothersome knee answers a few questions, presents a few more 

By T.J. Zuppe Jul 14, 2018  2   

Corey Kluber has recently been under the microscope. 

 

Following rough starts against the Twins and Cardinals last month, every move made after those outings was dissected. Every action noted. 

Every stride, stretch and toss carefully observed. 

 

That sort of attention from reporters in the clubhouse and fans watching at home speaks to Kluber’s typical dominance — he’s set the bar 

insanely high for himself over the past few years. Anything that doesn’t resemble vintage Kluber instantly stands out. But it also indicates just 

how closely the team’s ultimate success is tied to the two-time Cy Young Award winner. 

 

While Kluber and the team maintained his periodic struggles over this past six starts are fueled by mechanical inconsistencies and the 

continued need for adjustments, the comparison between the righty’s usual level of performance and the 5.03 ERA he’s posted over his past 34 

innings — a stretch that raised his season ERA from 1.99 to 2.76 — left many wondering if something was physically amiss. 

 

On Friday, the team finally revealed a little more insight into what has recently plagued him, announcing that Kluber received an injection in his 

sore right knee — an area he says became bothersome over the past few weeks. The issue wasn’t deemed to be serious, but by receiving the 

“gel shot,” the righty won’t pitch again until after the break (July 23), a stretch that will keep him from appearing in Tuesday’s All-Star Game. 

 

“He can have a little bit of a break, because he’s going to shoulder a huge load (in the second half),” Terry Francona said. “Just from talking to 

him semi-extensively, he doesn’t want anything to get in the way of his routines because it’s so meaningful to him. Doing this will help that.” 

 

The decision to offer the injection, according to Francona, was something they’ve planned over the past few weeks. 

 

“I think, competitively, you don’t ever go out and announce something a couple weeks ahead of time,” he said. 

 

Certainly, the first question upon learning of the injection is tied to Kluber’s usage. Just one night earlier, Francona had leaned on Kluber to 

throw 114 pitches against the Yankees, an outing that inflated his line score by giving up a pair in the eighth in the midst of a tie game. 

 

It’s fair to wonder, if the knee has been bothersome, why push him in a regular-season battle? Would a less strenuous approach make more 

sense, particularly given Kluber’s long-term importance to the club? 

 

On the flip side, we also know players are frequently dealing with little bumps and bruises, things that annoy or might slightly impact 

performance but aren’t worthy of sidelining a player. Maintaining a glimpse of the big picture while still trying to win important games in the short 

term is a delicate and unenviable path to travel. 

 

“We always try to do the right thing,” Francona said. “This isn’t a DL (situation). We didn’t even have to really tell (reporters) he was getting a 

shot. After talking to him, I didn’t want him to go to the All-Star Game and get (asked), ‘OK, why are you not pitching?’ I just thought being 

honest was the best way to go about it. There’s a lot of times these things happen and nobody knows. As far as him pitching, he should be 

pitching. And there’s no reason to not pitch him.” 

 

But while he was pitching, it was clear that Kluber wasn’t the usual version of himself — or at least not consistently. Three of the past six starts 

were still very good, giving up just three runs in 30 innings. The other three, however, featured 16 runs allowed in 14 innings. 

 

On some level, those positive outings demonstrate Kluber’s ability to pitch well despite being a less-than-perfect version of himself. They also 

illustrate some of the mechanical issues the hurler has referenced over the past month. 



Throughout the season, Kluber’s vertical release point has dropped. 

Most recently, that lower release has coincided with some less consistent horizontal movement, most notably on his slider and cutter. 

 

But how does a lowered arm slot relate to his knee discomfort? Well, as the data revealed, instead of a dropping arm, Kluber’s body appeared 

to be scrunching a bit lower, not staying as tall through his delivery. 

 

“My arm action has been the same, it’s just the release point is lower,” Kluber said. “Not quite staying strong on the backside and kind of 

collapsing on it, which makes it harder to drive the ball downhill.” 

 

To offer a better idea, here were Kluber’s release points prior to June. 

Now, here are his release points since the start of June. 

As you can see, the grouping isn’t quite as tight, the release is lower, but they haven’t consistently shifted horizontally. That suggests, as Kluber 

explained, his body was sinking on his back leg, leading to some inconsistencies. 

 

“I think, if anything,” Kluber said, “it made it a little bit harder to constantly repeat the delivery the way that I would want to.” 

 

That helps explain why his performance has recently touched both ends of the spectrum. It presents a good theory on why he’s been prone to a 

few more mistakes and induced fewer strikeouts (in fairness, he still holds the league’s 13th-best rate). But, with any eye toward the second 

half, what about the all-important games ahead? Which version of Kluber will be featured over the next three months? 

 

One reason he continued to pitch was because they felt he was trending back in a positive direction. His breaking ball, while still not back to its 

consistent form, has featured a bit more bite over his last three outings, and his overall release point has slowly started to shift back up. 

 

Time will tell whether those tendencies continue to improve, but getting the knee feeling strong and his mechanics back in line are certainly 

critical elements to regaining his dominance. 

 

“Being healthy for the second half is more important (than pitching in the All-Star Game),” Kluber said. “With the timing of it and having a break, 

kind of being able to do this and get some downtime to let it work and then not necessarily miss time, miss starts, things like that, it seemed to 

make sense.” 

 

Bieber pitches into 8th, Indians hang on to beat Yankees 6-5 

The Associated Press  

CLEVELAND (AP) -- Following another strong start from Shane Bieber, Indians closer Cody Allen managed to hit the brakes just in time during 

yet another tense ninth inning. 

 

Allen overcame Giancarlo Stanton's leadoff homer in the ninth and retired pinch-hitter Didi Gregorius with the tying run on first to close out 

Cleveland's 6-5 win over the New York Yankees on Friday night. 

 

Allen, making his first appearance since allowing a career-high six runs in the ninth inning against Cincinnati on Tuesday, recorded his 19th 

save in 20 chances. The right-hander tried to use that experience as a positive this time. 

 

''What's the old saying, experience comes from failure,'' Allen said. ''You kind of have to go back and try to learn from all those moments and 

use them going forward.'' 

 

Greg Bird singled after Stanton's homer, but Allen got Miguel Andujar to bounce into a double play. Allen walked Neil Walker, but Gregorius 

popped up to shortstop Francisco Lindor in shallow left field. 

Allen has tried to put his performance against Cincinnati behind him. 

 

''Sometimes it's a little harder than others, but you really don't have a choice,'' he said. ''Obviously the leadoff homer and that base hit there, you 

start to sometimes maybe allow it to speed up a little bit. You have to do your best to try and reel it in.'' 

 

Rookie right-hander Shane Bieber (5-1) pitched into the eighth inning. He was removed after Tyler Wade's leadoff double and Cleveland 

leading 6-3. Brett Gardner's RBI groundout cut the lead to two and set up the ninth. 

 

Jose Ramirez, the starting third baseman for the AL in the All-Star Game, drove in two runs with a groundout in the first and a triple in the fifth. 

Michael Brantley, also an All-Star, hit a two-run double in the second. 

 

The Indians broke a seven-game losing streak against the Yankees dating to last season's AL Division Series when New York came back from 

a 2-0 deficit. The Yankees won the first four games between the teams this season. 

 

Yankees rookie Domingo German (2-5) allowed six runs - matching a season high - in four-plus innings. 

 

Bieber allowed four runs - three earned - in seven-plus innings. The right-hander was making his seventh major league start. 

 

Neil Ramirez replaced Perez in the eighth and hit Aaron Judge with a 1-2 pitch, but struck out Aaron Hicks. Judge ran on the pitch and was 

called safe at second, but the call was overturned after a review. Stanton homered in the next at-bat leading off the ninth. 

 



''Especially when Stanton comes up the next inning and hits a home run like that, it's tough,'' Judge said. ''But those are gambles. You've got to 

take those gambles. We took a risk and I was out.'' 

 

Ramirez's groundout scored a run in the first and Cleveland added three in the second. Yan Gomes doubled in a run before Brantley added a 

two-run double. 

 

New York got back in the game in the fifth on Walker's RBI double and Gardner's sacrifice fly, with a wild pitch scoring another run. 

 

Ramirez's RBI triple and Yonder Alonso's run-scoring single in the bottom of the inning pushed the lead to 6-3. 

 

Bieber has a 3.74 ERA in seven starts with Cleveland after beginning the season at Double-A Akron. 

 

TOUGH OUTING 

Yankees manager Aaron Boone had a simple explanation for German's struggles. 

 

''Just couldn't find his fastball there the first couple innings,'' Boone said. ''To his credit, he kind of righted the ship a little bit and got into a little 

bit of a rhythm because we were real close to probably having to get him out of there in the second inning.'' 

 

ON THE MOVE 

Left-hander Ryan Merritt, who hasn't pitched in the majors this season because of knee and shoulder injuries, was activated from the 60-day 

disabled list and designated for assignment by the Indians. Merritt started the series-clinching Game 5 of the 2016 ALCS against Toronto when 

Cleveland went to the World Series. 

 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Yankees: C Gary Sanchez (strained right groin) ran the bases Friday and could begin a minor league rehab assignment Sunday at Triple-A 

Scranton. He's been out since June 25. 

Indians: LHP Andrew Miller (right knee inflammation) will throw to hitters Saturday at Double-A Akron and will likely begin a rehab assignment 

next week. He's been on the disabled list since May 26. 

 

UP NEXT 

Yankees LHP CC Sabathia (6-4, 3.34 ERA) will make his 527th career start Saturday, tying him with Jerry Koosman and Jack Morris for 36th 

on the career list. RHP Mike Clevinger (7-4, 3.34) allowed two runs in 7 1/3 innings at Yankee Stadium on May 6 in a no-decision. 

 

Indians' Kluber receives knee injection, will miss All-Star 

The Associated Press  

CLEVELAND (AP) -- Corey Kluber's stellar first half ended with a sudden stop. 

 

Cleveland's ace received an injection in his right knee that will force him to miss the All-Star Game. But more importantly, the Indians are 

hoping it will allow the right-hander to continue leading their rotation after the break - and beyond. 

 

Kluber got the shot in his knee on Friday, a day after the two-time Cy Young Award winner gave up two runs in the eighth inning and was 

beaten by the New York Yankees. The AL Central-leading Indians said the right-hander will need at least one week to recover and he's not 

expected to make his next start until July 23 against Pittsburgh. 

 

Kluber has been replaced on the AL All-Star roster by Tampa Bay's Blake Snell. 

 

While Kluber's knee issue doesn't appear to be serious, the Indians aren't taking any chances. 

 

The 32-year-old pitcher took his fifth loss of the season Thursday night, but never mentioned any issues with his knee. Kluber has given up 19 

runs over his last 34 innings, an uncharacteristic stretch for one of baseball's best. 

 

With the score tied, Kluber allowed a go-ahead double to New York's Aaron Hicks in the eighth inning and the Yankees went on to win 7-4, 

dropping Kluber to 12-5 this season. 

 

Kluber said the knee has been bothering him for a ''few weeks.'' 

 

''I don't want to try to use it an excuse, but if anything it made it a little harder to consistently repeat my delivery the way that I want to,'' he said. 

''My arm action has been the same, but the release point's been lower.'' 

 

While the Indians hold a comfortable lead in the division, manager Terry Francona wants Kluber to be as close to 100 percent as possible for 

the remainder of the season. 

 

''We've had this in the works for a while,'' Francona said. ''We'll bring him back fourth coming out of the break so he can have a little bit of a 

break, because he's going to shoulder a huge load.'' 

 

''That's why we decided to do it now,'' Kluber said. ''I would have liked to have pitched in the All-Star Game, but obviously the big picture, being 

healthy for the second half was more important.'' 

 



The Indians want to be careful with Kluber as the season progresses. He has logged a lot of innings during his career and the cumulative effect 

may have contributed to him being less than 100 percent during last year's playoffs. It wasn't until after the Indians were beaten by the Yankees 

in the Division Series that Francona revealed Kluber was dealing with physical limitations during the series. 

 

Tribe playing long game with Kluber 

By Marissa McNees, The Morning Journal 

The Indians announced prior to the start of the second game in a four-game series with the Yankees July 13 that ace Corey Kluber had 

received an injection in his right knee that will force him to miss this year’s All-Star Game. 

 

The issue doesn’t appear to be serious but he’ll need at least a week to recover and the Indians aren’t taking any chances as Kluber’s next start 

isn’t expected until July 23 against Pittsburgh. 

 

The 32-year-old right-hander is disappointed about missing what would’ve been his third straight All-Star Game, but as the halfway point draws 

near, the bigger picture is becoming more and more important to Kluber and the Indians. 

 

“I would have liked to have pitched in the All-Star Game, but obviously the big picture, being healthy for the second half was more important,” 

Kluber said. 

Plenty of teams are looking forward to the upcoming break but the time off could not come any sooner for Kluber and a run-down bullpen which, 

as of July 12, owns the worst ERA in the league (5.39). 

 

Kluber is currently 12-5 with a 2.76 ERA but has given up 19 runs in his last 34 innings — a slump unheard of for the two-time Cy Young winner 

— not to mention he’s logged a lot of innings over his career, especially recently. He threw 114 pitches over 7 1/3 innings in the series opener 

against the Yankees and the increased workload has likely only aggravated an already lingering pain. 

 

“I don’t want to try to use it an excuse, but if anything it made it a little harder to consistently repeat my delivery the way that I want to,” Kluber 

said. 

 

Despite the Indians’ comfortable lead in the AL Central, Terry Francona and his staff need Kluber at his best if the Tribe is to meet the Yankees 

once again in the postseason. 

 

Especially if the relievers continue to struggle. 

 

The bullpen hung on in a 6-5 win July 13 to tie the series at one game apiece after starter Shane Bieber (5-1) threw seven innings, giving up 

four runs (three earned) on five hits and a pair of walks while striking out six. 

 

Closer Cody Allen got the save, his 19th of the season, in the ninth after a disastrous outing July 10 when he gave up six runs in a 7-4 loss to 

the Reds, but his outing against the Yankees wasn’t without its drama. 

 

Allen gave up a home run to Giancarlo Stanton to lead off the final inning, bringing the Yankees within a run, but defense bailed Allen out in a 

situation in which the Indians desperately needed their closer to come through. 

 

It was a relief, though the manner may not have been encouraging, to see the Tribe relievers hang on despite allowing the Yankees to stick 

around, and after the remaining two games of this series, the team will look to rest and regroup as it tries to make the big picture a reality. 

 

'Yan made them pay': Dissecting Gomes' perfect throw and Francisco Lindor's 'Puerto Rican tag' 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com jnoga@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Just how good was Friday's eighth-inning throw from Cleveland Indians catcher Yan Gomes that cut down New York 

Yankees base stealer Aaron Judge and helped preserve a 6-5 Tribe win? 

 

And exactly what is a "Puerto Rican tag" anyway? 

 

First, we'll let Francisco Lindor, noted Puerto Rican tag applicator, shed some light on the latter. 

 

Lindor said he did not want to show anybody up by immediately pointing into the dugout for manager Terry Francona to challenge Judge's safe 

call at second base with two out and the Tribe leading 6-4. 

"I knew I had him," Lindor said. "[Gomes' throw] was right on the money. Thank God Judge is 6-foot-8 so I didn't have to go that low." 

 

Gomes' throw, which came on a 3-2 slider from Tribe reliever Neil Ramirez to Yankees No. 3 hitter Aaron Hicks, arrived at precisely the perfect 

moment, and in the ideal location for Lindor to tag Judge. 

 

The Indians challenged second base umpire Jerry Meals' initial call, which was overturned in a 28 second review, giving Cleveland the final out 

of the inning. 

 

Francona said the strikeout-throw out double play could not have come at a better time. 

"Especially when you look and see who's coming up," Francona said. "It looked like Stanton was swinging three bats on deck." 

 

Judge told the Associated Press afterward that stealing the base would have been huge for New York, and that sometimes you have to gamble 

in order to win. 



"You gotta take those gambles," Judge said. "I took a risk and I was out." 

 

The play evoked memories of Gomes' pickoff throw in Game 2 of the American League Division Series against New York last season. With the 

score tied at 8-8 in the 11th inning, Gomes fired a laser to Lindor at second that caught Yankees infielder Ronald Torreyes straying too far away 

from second base after a leadoff double. 

 

Lindor caught the throw from Gomes and dropped another perfect tag on Torreyes before he could dive back to the bag. 

 

Yan Gomes pickoff ALDS CLE vs NY 

"You just kind of have to put it in the vicinity for Lindor," Gomes said Friday. "He'll do some -- I want to say like a Puerto Rican tag. You've just 

got to throw it around him." 

 

So, there we have it. Puerto Rican infielders such as Lindor, Houston's Carlos Correa and Chicago's Javy Baez have been known to apply 

some pretty flashy tags to get opposing baserunners out. 

 

Gomes believes a secret school must exist on the island where young up-and-coming shortstops can hone their craft. 

"There's got to be a tagging academy in Puerto Rico that these guys come up in," Gomes said of Lindor. "There's him and a guy like Baez. 

Those guys can do some good tagging." 

Of course, the play starts with a pitch. And Ramirez made his on the play that prevented a huge momentum shift at a critical point in the game. 

 

"To have Yan, on a slider, be able to pop it down there when he did at that moment, it was big," Ramirez said. "Yan is one of the best in the 

game at getting the ball down there quick. It couldn't have been a more perfect throw. The tag, he got him right before he got in there." 

 

Gomes overcame Ramirez's slower-than-average delivery to make the play. 

 

"Admittedly, I'm not super quick to the plate," he said. "I think [the Yankees] thought they might be able to steal a bag right there. Obviously, 

Yan made them pay." 

 

Columbus Clippers pitcher Mitch Talbot on return: Cleveland Indians Minors (video) 

By Branson Wright, The Plain Dealer 

COLUMBUS, Ohio - The fastball is not as fast and there is a touch of gray sprinkled in his chin, but after stints overseas and in an independent 

league, pitcher Mitch Talbot has made some noise with the Columbus Clippers. 

 

Talbot hopes he has been loud and clear as a 34-year-old who last pitched in the majors in 2011, when he took the mound with the Cleveland 

Indians. Talbot is trying to make his climb back in a league that has changed since he was last here. 

"It seemed like hitters in the past would try to work you more into the count," Talbot said. "The guys now are just swinging. I can't tell you how 

many first pitches for hits I've given up. I'm trying to make better pitches early in the count because before you could get away with more." 

 

The Tribe signed Talbot in late May. He is 2-3 with a 2.63 ERA. Talbot is only one step away from rejoining the big league club after being so 

far away in Asia. 

 

After he was injured in 2011, his ball was flat. It was time for a change. 

 

"I was giving up line drives all over the place," Talbot said. 

 

Talbot spent 2013 with various teams in Triple-A. He did not have any MLB club offers in the States, so he spent two seasons in Independent 

ball and two seasons in Korea. 

 

"I figured I'd go over there and make a good living," Talbot said. "But over time I found myself again, and here we are." 

 

Talbot was on the verge of giving up the game, but a stint in Independent ball and a visit to the chiropractor changed his life. 

 

"After the visit to the chiropractor, I felt a flood of relief in my arm," Talbot said. "From then on, I've been lights out. I was pitching so well I told 

myself I couldn't retire. Here we are and now I have another opportunity." 

 

Roses 

Adam Rosales scored (13) or drove in a run (19) in each of 12 games from June 16 to July 3, but has scored only once with 0 RBI in five 

games since.  

 

Walk this way 

Yandy Diaz drew his league-leading 58th walk on July 7 (14 more than 2nd place, and leads the league with .418 OBP), but went 0-for-4 to 

drop his average to .285. Diaz has not been above .300 since April 17 and had spent the previous 20 games until Sunday between .290-.298. 

On the year, Diaz has reached base safely more than any other Clipper (132), but has the second-worst runs scored rate (26 percent). 

 

Triston McKenzie finds his groove with Akron RubberDucks: Cleveland Indians Minors 

By Elton Alexander, The Plain Dealer 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - The second half of the Akron RubberDucks Eastern League season started well with a victory at home. 

 



Now the team, and several players in particular, look to keep multiple hot streaks going following the EL All-Star break. Pitcher Triston 

McKenzie has been nothing short of stellar since his June arrival from extended spring training. 

 

Connor Marabell and Andrew Calica are just a two of several regular RubberDucks who continue to step up and make their presence felt. Here 

is a capsule look at each going into the weekend. 

 

McK the knife: McKenzie (3-2, 3.24 ERA), a 6-5, 165-pound hurler, has only had one bad start out of seven to date. He pitches again Sunday at 

Canal Park. 

The 2015 first-rounder gave up eight hits and four runs in 4.2 innings in late June to Harrisburg. But in three starts since, he's allowed a 

combined nine hits in 19.1 innings with 13 strikeouts, including a one-hitter and a two-hitter in his last two starts. He has gone at least six 

innings in each of those three starts. 

 

The 'Bell' cow: Marabell, drafted 25th in 2015, continues to belie his draft position with his ongoing performance that includes at least one hit in 

12 of his last 13 games. He is hitting .375 in his last 10 games and .291 on the season, showing great plate discipline. He has just 46 strikeouts 

in 74 games with 17 doubles and nine home runs. 

 

A tough out: Calica, the No. 11 pick in 2016, does not have the elite plate discipline that Marabell shows, but he had his 10-game hitting streak 

snapped before the All-Star break. So now Calica is "only" hitting .286 on the season with a very strong .386 on-base-percentage anchored by 

15 doubles and five homers. He also has a .992 fielding percentage. 

 

Lynchburg Hillcats' Eli Morgan named pitcher of the week: Cleveland Indians Minors 

By Branson Wright, The Plain Dealer 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - Eli Morgan of the Lynchburg Hillcats was named Carolina League Pitcher of the Week. 

 

Morgan was honored for his performance July 2-8. The selection marks the fourth weekly award for a Hillcats player this season and the third of 

Morgan's career. 

Morgan was also named the Carolina League Pitcher of the Week for June 18-24, making this the second time Morgan has earned the honor in 

the last three weeks. 

 

Morgan, of Rancho Palos Verdes, California, won each of his two starts last week. He pitched  six innings and allowed one run on July 2, and 

pitched six scoreless innings six days later, striking out a career-high 10. 

 

Morgan, an 8th-round selection of the Tribe in the 2017 MLB Draft, has allowed two earned runs or fewer over his last five outings. He is 4-1 

with a 1.20 ERA during that span, having surrendered just four earned runs over his last 30 innings pitched. 

 

Morgan has the best WHIP on the Hillcats pitching staff at 0.78. His opponents batting average of .172 ranks second-best on the team.  

 

Morgan is in his first stint at the A-Adv. level. He began the 2018 campaign with Single-A Lake County, where he went 2-0 with a 1.83 ERA 

over eight starts. He won Midwest League Pitcher of the Week on April 29, and was promoted to Lynchburg on May 16. 

Logan Ice has started to catch fire at the plate. The catcher made his return from Double-A Akron last week. He went 3-for-4 with a home run 

and two RBI. Ice has hit safely in four of his last five games, while also working six walks over his last eight games. 

 

Oscar Gonzalez a hit for Lake County Captains: Cleveland Indians Minors 

By Elton Alexander, The Plain Dealer 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - The 'Big O,' Oscar Gonzalez, continues to make his presence felt in the Lake County Captains lineup this season and 

shows no signs of letting up. 

 

Over his last 10 games, the undrafted (2014) free agent from the Dominican Republic is hitting .366. That includes five multi-hit games for the 

6-2, 180-pound 20-year-old. 

On the season Gonzalez is hitting .285 with 44 RBI and 11 home runs. If there has been a downside for Gonzalez, it's producing just 10 walks 

in 82 games vs. 81 strikeouts. It's been 13 games since Gonzalez last nursed a walk out of the opposition. 

 

Kings of the hill: The Captains go into the weekend with a five-game winning streak, their first five-game streak of the season. Pitching has 

been the big key. The last two victories alone have seen an LCC starter go seven innings allowing just one run. The latest effort was delivered 

by Jean Carlos Mejia, another undrafted free agent (2013) from the Dominican Republic. 

 

The 6-4, 205-pound right-hander had his best performance of the season in his longest outing, striking out six as he allowed eight hits for the 

night. The Captains have allowed one run or less in four of the five games. For the season Mejia is 2-3 with a 3.32 ERA. He has 42 strikeouts in 

43.1 innings pitched. 

 

Parking meter: Will Benson, No. 1 draft choice in 2016, hit his 13th home run of the season Thursday night, but he is no longer the Midwest 

League leader in home runs, and his batting average is still a work in progress. The 6-5, 225-pound outfielder is only hitting .172 on the season, 

although 21 of his 46 hits have been for extra bases. Benson, 20, has been in a slump over the last 10 games, hitting .114, although two of his 

four hits in the 10 games have been homers. 

Benson has had two four-game hitting streaks this season, but also two streaks of six games or more without getting a hit. 

 

Rookie Shane Bieber pitches Cleveland Indians past New York Yankees, 6-5 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.comjnoga@cleveland.com 



CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Rookie right-hander Shane Bieber baffled New York's offense for the better part of seven innings Friday and the 

Cleveland Indians survived another bullpen scare for a 6-5 win against the visiting Yankees at Progressive Field. 

 

The Indians won for the first time in five tries against the Yankees in 2018, snapping a seven-game losing streak to the Bronx Bombers that 

stretched back to Game 3 of last year's American League Division Series in New York. 

 

Bieber held the Yankees to three four runs (three earned) on five hits, striking out six New York batters across seven innings. He retired 12 of 

the first 13 hitters he faced and six straight before Tyler Wade's leadoff double in the eighth. 

 

"He just kept attacking hitters," catcher Yan Gomes said of Bieber. "Watching him compose himself, going through that lineup and getting us 

into the eighth to let our back-end guys pitch, it's phenomenal. 

 

Jose Ramirez chased Yankees starter Domingo German (2-5, 5.49) from the game with an RBI triple into the right field corner in the fifth. It was 

Ramirez's MLB-best 56th extra-base hit of the season and his team-high 69th run driven in. He later scored on Yonder Alonso's RBI single off 

Jonathan Holder for a 6-3 Indians lead. 

New York trimmed Cleveland's advantage by a run in the eighth on an RBI groundout by Brett Gardner. But after reliever Neil Ramirez hit 

Yankees designated hitter Aaron Judge with a pitch, the Tribe escaped further damage when Ramirez fanned Aaron Hicks and Gomes cut 

down Judge on a steal attempt at second base. 

Manager Terry Francona said the strikeout-throw out double play -- originally ruled safe but overturned on a managerial challenge -- could not 

have come at a better time. 

 

"Especially when you look and see who's coming up," Francona said. "It looked like (Giancarlo) Stanton was swinging three bats on deck." 

 

Cody Allen allowed a leadoff home run in the ninth to Stanton that cut Cleveland's lead to 6-5. But after a base hit by Greg Bird, Allen got 

Miguel Andujar to bounce into a double play and retired pinch hitter Didi Gregorius on a pop to shortstop for his 19th save. 

 

Bieber (5-1, 3.56) cruised through his first four innings, but looked like he was about to unravel in the fifth, serving up a leadoff double to Bird 

and an RBI double to Neil Walker sandwiched around a walk to Miguel Andujar. He allowed a run to score on a wild pitch before Gardner's RBI 

sacrifice fly trimmed the Indians' lead to 4-3. 

But the precocious rookie settled down and retired Judge on a fly ball to left center to end the inning, and worked a 1-2-3 sixth by setting down 

the heart of New York's order on a strikeout and two grounders. 

 

"He lost his release point, and his stride was a little long for three our four hitters," Francona said. "But to his credit, he reeled it back in and got 

them out." 

 

Francisco Lindor walked and scored on a Ramirez RBI groundout in the bottom of the first to put the Tribe in front 1-0. It was the Indians' 72nd 

first-inning run of the year, trailing Colorado (80) for the big-league lead. 

 

Lindor finished with a pair of walks and two runs scored. He leads baseball with 85 runs, the fourth-most in franchise history through 93 games, 

trailing Kenny Lofton (90 in 1994), Ray Chapman (88 in 1920) and Tris Speaker (86 in 1920). He added a double in the eighth inning, giving 

him 55 extra-base hits. 

 

Francona said afterward that Lindor has more than solidified the leadoff spot in the batting order for the Tribe. 

 

"He loves hitting there and we like him there," Francona said. "And then Brant and Jose hitting behind him -- when he first came up, he'd get 

picked off. You don't see that anymore. He's on base for a ton of runs." 

Yan Gomes and Michael Brantley delivered RBI doubles in the second inning as the Indians scored three times to push their advantage to 4-0. 

 

What it means 

The Indians have won 17 of their last 24 home games, dating back to May 26. Cleveland is outscoring opponents 105-55 across their last 15 

home games with an 10-5 record in those contests. 

 

The pitches 

German threw 91 pitches, 52 (57 percent) for strikes. Bieber threw 99 pitches, 64 (65 percent) for strikes. 

 

Thanks for coming 

 

The Yankees and Indians drew a sellout crowd of 35,078 fans to Progressive Field on Friday night. It represented the highest attendance of the 

season at the park. First pitch was at 7:10 with a temperature of 81 degrees. 

 

Next 

Mike Clevinger (7-4, 3.34) will face C.C. Sabathia (6-4, 3.34) on Saturday at 7:15 p.m. The game will be televised on Fox as part of its Baseball 

Night in America package. WTAM/1100 and WMMS/FM 100.7 will also carry the game. 

 

Cleveland Indians designate LHP Ryan Merritt for assignment 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.comjnoga@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Ryan Merritt has been activated from the 60-day disabled list and subsequently designated for assignment by the 

Cleveland Indians. 



Merritt, whose gutsy performance in Game 5 of the 2016 American League Championship Series helped send the Indians to their first World 

Series appearance in nearly 20 years, never quite regained his form after battling knee and shoulder injuries in spring training. 

Manager Terry Francona said the team tried a variety of approaches in an attempt to get Merritt back into game shape, but ultimately the lefty's 

velocity dropped off, necessitating his release. 

 

"Everybody has an emotional attachment to him because of that game in Toronto, not just us, but fans, too," Francona said. "We'll see if he 

gets claimed. If he doesn't, we'll try to get him going. See if we can ramp him back up to what he was. He's never going to break the radar gun. 

But it's still diminished from where he was." 

Merritt struck out three Blue Jays hitters and did not allow a walk in 4 1/3 innings against Toronto as the Indians punched their ticket to the 

World Series on Oct. 19, 2016 at Rogers Centre.  

 

He made nine career appearances for the Indians in the regular season between 2016 and 2017, including five starts, posting a 3-0 record and 

logging 31 2/3 innings while allowing six earned runs. He owns a career 1.71 ERA with 13 strikeouts and a 1.137 WHIP. 

 

Last year, Merritt and Danny Salazar were the only pitchers to start games for Cleveland other than the team's regular five-man rotation of 

Corey Kluber, Carlos Carrasco, Trevor Bauer, Josh Tomlin and Mike Clevinger. 

 

The 26 year old from McKinney, Texas, was taken by the Indians in the 16th round of the 2011 draft and made his big-league debut May 30, 

2016 against Texas. 

 

Cleveland Indians pitcher Corey Kluber gets injection in right knee, will not appear in All-Star Game 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.comjnoga@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Cleveland Indians pitcher Corey Kluber received an injection in his right knee Friday morning and will be inactive for the 

All-Star Game next week, the team announced. 

 

Kluber will be replaced on the American League roster by Tampa Bay lefty Blake Snell. It marks the second consecutive year Kluber was 

chosen for the Midsummer Classic without being able to play. Last year, he started a Sunday night game against Detroit just before the break, 

rendering him unable to participate. 

In 2016, Kluber pitched one inning and earned the win for the A.L. squad in San Diego. Kluber said he would have liked to pitch in this year's 

game, but he could not overlook an opportunity to get himself in the best shape possible for the season's stretch run.  

 

"Obviously the big picture, being healthy for the second half is more important," Kluber said. "With the timing of it and having a break, kind of 

being able to do this and get some down time to let it work and then not necessarily miss time, it seemed to make sense." 

 

Kluber (12-5, 2.69 ERA), who took the loss Thursday against New York at Progressive Field, will be out for seven days. 

 

Manager Terry Francona last week alluded to Kluber having to "work through" some issues mechanically after he pitched seven innings in a no-

decision against Oakland.  

 

"I think it's obvious he's trying to get back to where he can go to the rubber and get in a strong position," Francona said last Saturday. "But he's 

such a good pitcher and he's smart that he gave us seven really good innings." 

Kluber ranks first in the A.L. in innings pitched (133 2/3) and is tied for second with Snell in wins. The two-time Cy Young Award winner is ninth 

in the league in strikeouts (132) and third in WHIP (0.91) while holding opponents to a .211 batting average against. 

 

Francona said the Indians had been positioning themselves to make this move for a while now. Doing things this way allows Kluber to stay in 

his routines, which are meaningful to him. 

 

"Competitively you don't ever go out and announce something a couple weeks ahead of time," Francona said. "We'll bring him back fourth 

coming out of the break so he can have a little bit of a break, because he's going to shoulder a huge load." 

The three-time All-Star said he will be in Washington D.C. to support his teammates on the American League roster that will be playin in the 

game as he did last year. 

 

"It was still fun to be able to just kind of kick back and relax and watch your teammates go out there and let them do their thing," Kluber said. 

"That was fun, too. I think I'll still enjoy it." 

 

The Indians expect Kluber to return in time to start the fourth game after the All-Star break at home on July 23 against Pittsburgh. 

 

Snell, who will appear in his first All-Star game, is 12-5 with a 2.27 ERA in 20 starts for the Rays. He ranks eighth in the A.L. in strikeouts (134) 

and WHIP (1.07) and 10th in innings pitched (119). 

 

Covering the Bases: Game 93 

by Jordan Bastian 

FIRST: Francisco Lindor applied the tag on Aaron Judge, spun around and emphatically pumped his fist in celebration. Judge rose to his feet 

as he was initially deemed safe, giving the Yankees star a critical steal of second in the eighth inning Friday night. 

 

The Indians shortstop begged to differ. After flipping the baseball back to reliever Neil Ramirez, Lindor confidently said: “He’s out.” 

 

“I knew I had him,” Lindor said after Cleveland’s win. 



The Indians challenged the safe call, which was overturned after a swift 28-second replay review. That completed a strike ’em out, throw ’em 

out play that was crucial in its timing. New York was staging a rally and Ramirez, catcher Yan Gomes and Lindor applied the tourniquet. 

 

Cleveland held a 6–4 lead in the eighth, when starter Shane Bieber took the mound and allowed a leadoff single to Tyler Wade. The rookie 

right-hander fired a four-seamer near the outside edge and Wade flicked it down the left-field line to get things rolling. 

 

Manager Terry Francona then summoned lefty Oliver Perez from the bullpen to face Brett Gardner. 

 

“I saw Oliver coming in,” Bieber said. “That kind of puts your mind at ease.” 

 

The tension increased when catcher Yan Gomes was unable to corral a pitch from Perez, leading to a passed ball that enabled Wade to 

advance to third. Then, Gardner chopped a pitch up the middle, where Lindor ranged far to his left, glove the ball behind second and fired on 

the run to nab the fleet-footed New York outfielder. 

 

A run was in, cutting Cleveland’s lead to 6–4, Lindor smacked his glove four times due to the importance of the out. 

 

“I know he can run,” Lindor said. “I know in that situation what he’s trying to do is put the ball in play. He wants to get [on base]. And, just going 

off the pitch, understand where he’s going to hit the ball. He hits ground balls, if he doesn’t pop the ball up. 

 

“He put the swing on it and I just wanted to get to the ball. If I goes up the middle, I’ve got a chance on any ball.” 

 

At that juncture, Francona called upon Ramirez, who hit Judge with a pitch to put a runner on first with one out. The reliever then slipped into a 

full-count against Aaron Hicks before getting to chase a slider for strike three. On the pitch, Judge was off and running for second. 

 

“Man, that would’ve been a huge bag,” Judge told reporters. “You’ve got to take those gambles. Took a risk.” 

 

Here’s a look at where Judge was as Ramirez was about to release the pitch: 

“Admittedly, I’m not super quick to the plate,” Ramirez said. “So, I think they thought they might be able to steal a bag right there. Obviously, 

Yan made ’em pay.” 

 

Gomes didn’t have the most remarkable pop time (2.00 seconds, per Statcast), but his throw was pinpoint in its accuracy. He put the ball in a 

spot where Lindor caught it and barely had to move in order to slap the tag on Judge’s leg. 

“He did everything,” Lindor said of Gomes’ throw. “I just caught the ball. He was quick to the base. It was right on the money. It was all him. It 

was never me. I just went like that and tagged him. Thank God Judge is 6'8''. He’s a big guy, so I didn’t have to go that low.” 

 

Gomes’ throw put Lindor in position to get the tag on Judge, but the catcher said the tag was the highlight of the play. 

 

“You just kind of have to put it in the vicinity for Lindor,” Gomes said with a smirk. “He’ll do some, I want to say like a Puerto Rican tag. They 

can do some tagging. You’ve just got to throw it around him. 

 

“These guys know how to [tag]. There’s got to be a tagging academy in Puerto Rico that these guys come up in. There’s him. A guy like [Javier] 

Baez. Those guys can do some good tagging.” 

 

The play also loomed large in the end, considering the man standing in the on-deck circle at the time. Judge was thrown out to end the inning 

with slugger Giancarlo Stanton due up next. Almost predictably, Stanton crushed a leadoff homer in the ninth. 

 

“It looked like Stanton was swinging three bats on-deck,” Francona said. “That was a big play.” 

 

https://medium.com/media/e117d6c88a812842baa9947b66bd5d52/href 

SECOND: It’s an old baseball cliche, but the game can speed up on young players. One of the things that has stood out about Bieber in his 

brief exposure to the big leagues has been his composure on the mound. 

 

“The kid has a ton of poise, along with being a really good pitcher,” Francona said. 

 

This outing against the Yankees was the latest example and a great test for the rookie. 

 

“Carl and I talked about it before the game,” Gomes said. “This is a really good challenge for him. This is a tremendous lineup.” 

 

Over the first four innings, Bieber met the challenge head-on, holding New York to a 1-for-12 showing. When he gave up a single in the second, 

the righty struck out Neil Walker to escape. When he walked Hicks in the fourth, Bieber induced an inning-ending double play off the bat of 

Stanton. 

 

“He just kept attacking hitters,” Gomes said. “He’s got a little bit of that — even though he’s not that much of a walk guy — he knows like when to 

walk a guy, which is something that you learn later on in your career, I think.” 

 

The Yankees got to Bieber in the fifth: Double, walk, RBI double, run-scoring wild pitch. Then, the pitcher calmed the storm. He recorded a 

strikeout, allowed an infield single and created two flyouts to limit New York to three runs in a frame that could have been much uglier. 

 



Bieber then went three up, three down in the sixth and seventh. 

 

“He lost his release point,” Francona said. “His stride was a little long for three or four hitters. But, to his credit, he reeled it back in and got ’em 

out.” 

 

THIRD: Calling the last out of the top of the fifth a flyout does not do it justice. It was a scorched, towering drive that left Judge’s bat violently 

and elicited a collective gasp from the Progressive Field crowd. 

 

“Yeah, I was holding my breath a little bit,” Bieber said. “That was all barrel.” 

 

It rocketed off Judge’s lumber at 105 mph and soared to deep center, where Greg Allen tracked it down for the out. Had it carried out, that 

would’ve been a two-run blast to put the Indians behind, 5–4. Instead, Bieber walked off with a 4–3 lead. 

 

Gomes, who has much more familiarity with Progressive Field, wasn’t as worried as Bieber. 

 

“Two different ballparks,” quipped Gomes, referring to Yankee Stadium. “It’s definitely one of those things where for a split second you’re like, 

‘OK, this is a big guy swinging the bat. That might go.’ But then you’re like, ‘OK, we’re in Cleveland.’” 

 

Bieber’s escape was followed by a great response inning from the Tribe. 

 

Michael Brantley opened with a single and came around to score on a triple by Jose Ramirez. Two batters later, Yonder Alonso came through 

with an RBI single to pad Cleveland’s lead. That created more of a cushion for Bieber, who took advantage with the two subsequent shut-down 

innings. 

 

“I owe a lot of it to the offense,” Bieber said, “to be able to bounce back and be able to pick me up right away. That does a lot for us as a team. 

That does a lot to the Yankees’ dugout to kind of kill that momentum.” 

 

HOME: Another day, another round-up of feats accomplished by Lindor and Ramirez in the batter’s box… 

Lindor went 1-for-3 with a double, steal, two walks and two runs scored. He now has 85 runs scored, which leads the Majors. It’s the 15th time 

in MLB history that a player has had 85+ runs in the first half (though the number of games varies). Check out the list of the other 14 instances 

in the image on the left. 

Lindor’s 85 runs are the fourth-most through 93 games in club history, trailing Kenny Lofton (90 in 1994), Ray Chapman (88 in 1920) and Tris 

Speaker (86 in 1920). 

Ramirez now has an MLB-leading 56 extra-base hits, which is the second-most by an Indians batter in the first half of a season. Albert Belle 

boasts that record with with 58 before the break in 1994. 

Ramirez’s triple was his second of the season and the 17th three-base hit of his career. That marks the most triples for any Cleveland batter in 

the time period since his MLB debut on Sept. 1, 2013. 

 

Tito and Kluber minutiae: July 13 

by Jordan Bastian 

Q: Looking at the numbers, Kluber hasn’t looked like himself for a few weeks. How long has the knee been bothering him? 

 

Francona: “Last night was way closer. He left a pitch up to [Brett] Gardner that he wants back. Then we kind of fumbled the bunt that would’ve 

been a double play. Now, all of a sudden, we’ve got traffic. Then, he pitches into the eighth and gives up runs. So, I thought it was a little 

skewed. He’s trending in the right way. You look at his arm slot, which is working its way back up where it needs to be, which is all good. We’ve 

had this in the works for a while. 

 

“I think, competitively, you don’t ever go out and announce something a couple weeks ahead of time. He got the gel shot. We’ll bring him back 

the fourth [game] coming out of the break, so he can have a little bit of a break, because he’s going to shoulder a huge load. And the gel shot, 

for some people, it’s like they saw God. For other people, it’s OK. But, there’s nothing bad. Just from talking to him semi-extensively, he doesn’t 

want anything to get in the way of his routines, because it’s so meaningful to him. Doing this will help that.” 

 

Q: He doesn’t need to go on the DL? 

Francona: “No.” 

 

Q: But, he will be down for 10 days? 

Francona: “We have other things that we’re doing. We’ll get to that when [it’s appropriate].” 

 

Q: His release point has been lower. Is that a case of the knee causing his body to drop down more in his delivery? 

Francona: “He was sinking on his back leg at times, as opposed to maybe pushing off and gliding through. That lowers everything.” 

 

Q: How difficult is it to balance having guys working through this sort of issue with trying to win games? 

Francona: “We always try to do the right thing. This isn’t a DL. We didn’t even have to really tell you guys he was getting a shot. After talking to 

him, I didn’t want him to go to the All-Star game and get [asked], ‘OK, why are you not pitching?’ I just thought being honest was the best way 

to go about it. There’s a lot of times these things happen and nobody knows. As far as him pitching, he should be pitching. And there’s no 

reason to not pitch him.” 

 

Q: You guys designated Ryan Merritt for assignment today. Can you take us through that decision? 



Francona: “We did so many things. We DL’d him. We rehabbed him. We sent him to get second opinions. He checks out. His velocity has just 

dropped off. Knowing that roster spots are going to be important, we designated him. Everybody has an emotional attachment to him, because 

of that game in Toronto. Not just us, but fans, too. We’ll see if he gets claimed. If he doesn’t, we’ll try to get him going, see if we can ramp him 

back up to what he was. He’s never going to break the radar gun. But, it’s still diminished from where he was.” 

 

Q: Will Andrew Miller’s mound workout on Saturday be similar to a simulated game? 

Francona: “I don’t know about that. He’ll face hitters [at Double-A Akron]. I don’t know if they’re going to run the bases. He’ll be on the game 

mound and he’ll face hitters. And they’re not our hitters. So, I think that helps a little bit. It seems like a good step on the way to maybe getting 

into a game.” 

 

Q: Can it be challenging to properly evaluate an outing in that kind of setting? 

Francona: “I don’t know that we have to evaluate him. I think we’re just trying to get him repetition where he feels… Once he feels really good —

 which he’s getting there — then, just repetition will get him where he needs to go. I watched him throw the other day. His stuff is tremendous. At 

times it looked electric and it was just a bullpen session. Now, it’s just trying to ramp him up properly and being fair to him.” 

 

Q: You guys gathered Statcast data on his bullpen session on Wednesday. What did you guys see in the numbers? 

Francona: “It was good, which made us feel good. He can go out there and throw with what he did the other day and be better than most 

relievers. Again, with the load he is going to carry, we’ve got to be fair and do this right.” 

 

Q: Do you guys have a day in mind yet for Josh Tomlin to resume throwing? 

Francona: “Yeah, tomorrow.” 

 

Q: How much was the knee issue impacting your mechanics? 

Kluber: “I think if we looked at the data, there are some things that have changed. I don’t want to try to use it as an excuse or anything, but I 

think, if anything, it made it a little bit harder to constantly repeat the delivery the way that I would want to.” 

 

Q: Was it causing you to scrunch your body more after starting to throw a pitch? 

Kluber: “My arm action has been the same. It’s just the release point is lower, which kind of goes hand in hand with what you were saying. Not 

quite staying strong on the backside and kind of collapsing on it, which makes it harder to drive the ball downhill.” 

 

Q: How long has this been going on? 

Kluber: “I don’t know exactly when it started. Maybe a few weeks, I don’t know.” 

 

Q: How hopeful are you that the timing of this — with the All-Star break — can allow you to get the proper amount of rest and get rid of this thing? 

Kluber: “Yeah, I think that’s why we decided to do it now. Obviously, I would have liked to have pitched in the All-Star Game, but I think, 

obviously, the big picture, being healthy for the second half is more important. With the timing of it and having a break, kind of being able to do 

this and get some down time to let it work, and then not necessarily miss time, miss starts, things like that, it seemed to make sense.” 

 

Q: Will this impact your routine before your next start? 

Francona: “I don’t think so. I think the idea is to hopefully get me back to where I’d like to be, where I feel normal, so to speak. I mean, I guess 

with the All-Star break things were going to be different anyway. I think that I’ll be able to do things as I normally do or would.” 

 

Q: This is the second year in a row you won’t be available for the All-Star Game. Knowing you’re not going to take part in the game, can you 

still get something out of the experience? 

 

Kluber: “Again, like I said, I would have definitely liked to pitch. I’ve had that opportunity to do that before and it was really cool, a fun 

experience. But, at the same time, I’ll still get a chance to go and support my teammates that are going to be playing in the game. I did that last 

year, because I pitched the last game before the break. It was still fun to be able to just kind of kick back and relax and watch your teammates 

go out there and let them do their thing. That was fun, too. I think I’ll still enjoy it.” 

 

Q: They said you need to be shut down for seven days due to the shot? 

Kluber: “Yeah, I don’t think I’m necessarily shut down until then, I just think that’s how long they want me to wait to really, really ramp things up.” 

 

Clippers 9, Bats 5 | Eric Haase’s grand slam in ninth powers win 

Eric Haase hit a ninth-inning grand slam Friday night to send the Clippers to a 9-5 win over the Louisville Bats before 6,705 at Louisville 

Slugger Field, their second straight victory coming out of the Triple-A All-Star break. 

 

With the Clippers trailing 5-4, Drew Maggi led off the ninth with a walk off of Bats reliever Kevin Quackenbush (0-1). Yandy Diaz followed with a 

single and Brandon Barnes a walk. One out later, Haase went deep on a 3-and-2 count for his 11th home run of the season. He also had RBI 

double in the second. 

 

The Clippers’ Nellie Rodriguez went 3 for 5, including a double, driving in runs in the second and ninth innings. 

 

Before the ninth, the Bats had been in command since taking the lead in fifth on a Brandon Dixon home run off of Clippers reliever James Hoyt. 

 

Clippers starter Stephen Fife left after four innings with the score tied at 4. He gave up seven hits, struck out two and walked one. Fife went 

against Cincinnati Reds pitcher Homer Bailey in a rehab appearance. Bailey pitched six innings, allowing seven hits, striking out 10 and walking 

three. 



The win went to Clippers reliever Ben Taylor (6-1), who pitched 1 1/3 innings. 

 

The Clippers play at the Bats on Saturday and Sunday before beginning a seven-game homestand Monday at Huntington Park against Lehigh 

Valley. 

 

Indians 6, Yankees 5: Jose Ramirez, Michael Brantley lift Indians to first win over Yankees this season 

by Beacon Journal/Ohio.com 

CLEVELAND: The Indians grabbed an early lead for the second consecutive night, but this time they were able to hold it in a 6-5 win over the 

New York Yankees Friday at Progressive Field. 

 

It was the Indians’ first win over the Yankees (61-32) in five games this season and eight games dating back to last year’s American League 

Division Series. 

 

As has been the case for most of the season, the three All-Stars at the top of the Indians lineup — Francisco Lindor, Michael Brantley and Jose 

Ramirez — paved the way. 

 

Lindor drew a walk to lead off the first inning against Yankees starter Domingo German (2-5), stole second and advanced to third on a wild 

pitch. After Brantley walked to put runners on the corners, Ramirez grounded a ball to the right side to score Lindor and put the Indians on top 

1-0. 

 

With some assistance from the bottom of the lineup, that advantage was extended to 4-0 an inning later. Tyler Naquin singled with one out and 

Yan Gomes drove a double off the left-field wall to score him from first base. After Lindor walked, Brantley ripped a two-out, two-run double to 

right-center field to give the Indians a four-run advantage. 

 

And, just as in the previous night, the Yankees charged back — only this time, it wasn’t enough. Greg Bird opened the fifth with a double off 

Indians starter Shane Bieber and scored on another double, this one by Neil Walker. 

 

Miguel Andujar, who walked earlier in the inning, then scored home on a wild pitch. With Walker on third base, Brett Gardner sent a high fly ball 

to center field that was caught by Greg Allen. Walker tagged as Allen’s throw came home, but Gomes couldn’t hold on, and the Yankees cut the 

lead to 4-3. 

 

The Indians (51-42) answered in the bottom half of the inning. Brantley opened the inning with a single and was followed by Ramirez, who 

roped an RBI triple down the right-field line. Two batters later, Yonder Alonso singled to push the Indians’ lead to 6-3. 

 

Bieber (5-1) lasted into the eighth inning, allowing four runs — three earned — on five hits and two walks to go with six strikeouts. The bullpen 

cracked but didn’t break after his departure with a runner on second after Tyler Wade doubled to open the eighth. 

 

The Yankees pulled closer when reliever Oliver Perez uncorked a wild pitch and induced a groundout by Gardner, which resulted in a terrific 

play by Lindor to get the out but was enough to score the run. 

 

Neil Ramirez checked in and, after hitting Aaron Judge, ending the inning with a strike-’em-out-throw-’em-out to retire Aaron Hicks as Gomes 

threw out Judge trying to steal second. 

 

Cody Allen recorded a shaky save in the ninth. He opened the inning against Giancarlo Stanton protecting a two-run lead, which was cut in half 

when Stanton slammed a home run to center field. Bird followed with a single as the tying run, but Allen induced the groundball he needed with 

Andujar at the plate, resulting in a 6-4-3 double play. 

 

Allen walked Walker to bring up pinch-hitter Didi Gregorious and, with a sellout crowd on its feet, got him to pop out to Lindor, who caught it and 

smacked his glove several times. 

 

Indians 6, Yankees 5: Jose Ramirez, Michael Brantley lift Indians to first win over Yankees this season appeared first on Ohio.com. 

by Beacon Journal/Ohio.com 

The Indians minor league system features several talented players, including catcher Francisco Mejia in Columbus and right-handed pitcher 

Triston McKenzie in Akron. 

 

Right-handed pitchers Shane Bieber and Adam Plutko are in Cleveland with the big-league ball-club along with center fielder Greg Allen, but 

the cupboard is certainly not bare with the likes of Mejia, McKenzie, first baseman Bobby Bradley, third baseman Nolan Jones and shortstops 

Willi Castro and Yu-Cheng Chang in the pipeline. 

 

RubberDucks pitcher Henry Martinez is not one of those highly touted minor leaguers, according to several publications, but he is having a 

successful season as a closer. 

 

The right-hander is quite comfortable taking the ball in save situations for the Ducks, even though he is not among the Indians’ top prospects 

lists compiled by Baseball America, MLBPipeline.com, Athlon Sports, Street & Smith’s and Sporting News. 

 

Martinez converted his 10th save in 10 chances on Thursday when the Ducks defeated the visiting Binghamton Rumble Ponies 3-2 at Canal 

Park. 

 



Martinez started the 2018 season in Class-A Lynchburg and was 4-of-5 in save chances. He received a promotion to Double-A Akron on April 

27 and has been solid. Overall, he has a 1-1 record with a 2.25 ERA and 36 strikeouts in 32 innings. 

 

“In the past, I was always a thrower with a good arm, but last year I went to play winter ball in the Dominican Republic and that really helped me 

understand how to pitch a little bit better being around older players and older pitchers,” Martinez said through his interpreter, Ducks pitching 

coach Rigo Beltran. 

 

“I have learned how to sequence my pitches and I am really happy with where I am at.” 

 

A native of Santo Domingo, the 6-foot-1 and 175-pound Martinez, 24, relies on his fastball, slider and changeup in his fifth season as a pro. 

 

“He has been working on his slider, and that pitch has come a long way,” Beltran said. “That has helped him get a lot of those saves. … I think 

the biggest thing for him is never letting the game speed up on him. He does a good job of slowing things down and understanding the 

situation. 

 

“Even though he has a good arm, he still uses his changeup and slider. I think his slider is the pitch that will help him get to that next level.” 

 

The Indians have had a lot of success with Latin American players through the years, including shortstop Francisco Lindor, second baseman 

Jose Ramirez, pitchers Carlos Carrasco and Danny Salazar and catchers Yan Gomes and Roberto Perez on the current team. 

 

In past years, Sandy Alomar Jr., Roberto Alomar, Carlos Baerga, Omar Vizquel, Victor Martinez and Carlos Santana have played for the 

Indians. 

 

Could Henry Martinez be next? 

 

“To see him do well, go through some bumps, and then do well again is a really good sign of a young player making an adjustment when the 

league adjusts to him,” Ducks manager Tony Mansolino said. “I am not so sure that always happens with young guys.” 

 

While Martinez can throw his fastball in the mid-to-high 90s, Mansolino said he likes the way his changeup and slider are developing. 

 

Father and son 

Ducks outfielder Connor Marabell had an “eventful” Tuesday and Wednesday at Arm & Hammer Park in Trenton. 

 

The 24-year-old Florida native participated in the Eastern League Home Run Derby on Tuesday and then went 1-for-2 with an RBI in the All-

Star Game. 

 

“It was a lot of fun,” Marabell said. “It was definitely a dream come true with my dad [Scott] throwing BP to me for the Home Run Derby. That 

went well, and then the next day the All-Star Game was good, too. I got a couple of at-bats and then got outta there.” 

 

The post RubberDucks pitcher Henry Martinez quietly having successful season appeared first on Ohio.com. 

CLEVELAND: Indians ace Corey Kluber received an injection in his right knee on Friday morning that will require him to be down for seven 

days, making him ineligible to pitch in Tuesday’s All-Star Game. 

 

Kluber for the last several weeks hasn’t been at the same Cy Young level he was near the beginning of the season. Before June 1, Kluber 

sported a 2.02 ERA in 84⅔ innings and was off to the best start of any season in his career. Since June 1, his ERA has doubled to 4.04 in 49 

innings. It’s unclear when the knee issue actually started, as Kluber only said “maybe a few weeks” when asked about the timeline. 

 

But, as the knee began bothering him, it negated his ability to repeat his delivery and lowered his arm slot. 

 

“I think if we looked at the data, there are some things that have changed,” Kluber said. “I don’t want to try to use it as an excuse or anything 

but, no, I think if anything it made it a little bit harder to constantly repeat the delivery the way that I would want to. … My arm action has been 

the same, it’s just the release point is lower … Not quite staying strong on the backside and kind of collapsing on it, which makes it harder to 

drive the ball downhill.” 

 

Kluber, who was selected to his third consecutive All-Star team, didn’t pitch in last year’s Mid-Summer Classic, either, as he started the Sunday 

before. This year, Kluber wanted to take advantage of the time off to prepare for the second half. 

 

“Obviously I would have liked to have pitched in the All-Star Game, but I think obviously the big picture, being healthy for the second half, is 

more important,” Kluber said. “With the timing of it and having a break, kind of being able to do this and get some down time to let it work and 

then not necessarily miss time, miss starts, things like that, it seemed to make sense.” 

 

Kluber is now slated to start July 23 against the Pittsburgh Pirates. 

 

“We’ll bring him back fourth [in the rotation] coming out of the break so he can have a little bit of a break, because he’s going to shoulder a huge 

load,” Indians manager Terry Francona said of Kluber. “And the gel shot, for some people, it’s like they saw God. For other people it’s OK. But, 

there’s nothing bad. Just from talking to him semi-extensively, he doesn’t want anything to get in the way of his routines, because it’s so 

meaningful to him. Doing this will help that.” 

 



Merritt DFA’d 

 

Starting pitcher Ryan Merritt was activated off the disabled list and designated for assignment on Friday. 

 

The Indians needed to make a decision with Merritt, who has been on the 60-day disabled list with knee and shoulder issues, as he was 

nearing the allotment of time on a rehab assignment. His velocity had dropped, though, and he hasn’t been his normal self all year after trying 

to compete for a rotation spot this spring. 

 

Francona said if Merritt isn’t claimed off waivers, the Indians would like to see if he can again ramp it back up to where he was when he made 

his famous start in Game 5 of the 2016 American League Championship Series in Toronto. 

 

“We did so many things — we DL’d him, we rehabbed him, we sent him to get second opinions,” Francona said. “He checks out. His velocity 

has just dropped off. Knowing that roster spots are going to be important, we designated him. Everybody has an emotional attachment to him 

because of that game in Toronto. Not just us, but fans, too.” 

 

12 Walk-Off Thoughts on Shane Bieber displaying composure beyond his years and a key strike-’em-out-throw-’em-out 

By Ryan Lewis 

Here are 12 Walk-Off Thoughts on the Indians’ 6-5 win against the New York Yankees Friday night. 

1. Shane Bieber continues to do enough to impress his veteran teammates, though it hasn’t only been with his respectable numbers. It’s also 
been with the composure he’s shown, something manager Terry Francona has referenced after just about all of his starts. 

2. In all of Bieber’s seven outings, including Friday, he’s lasted at least into the sixth inning. He’s struck out at least five batters in all but one of 
his starts, and the 42 strikeouts in his first seven career outings is third-most in franchise history, behind only Danny Salazar’s 45 and Herb 
Score’s 66. He hasn’t been hit for more then four earned runs in any single game. He’s been far from perfect, but he’s also handled each outing 
with a presence beyond his years. His major-league career is less than two months old, but he’s slowed the game down like a savvy veteran. 

3. “It’s very impressive,” Cody Allen said. “I can only speak to my experience when I got first called up, and I know how hard it was at that time 
to really slow the game down in key spots, in big situations, game-changing spots. And he’s been able to just reel it in and make one good pitch 
after another in those big spots. That’s why he’s 5-1 with some really, really good numbers. On top of his good stuff, great command and 
everything, he’s got a lot of poise and he doesn’t pitch like a guy that’s been in the big leagues for a month, he looks like he definitely knows his 
way around a lineup and knows how to make a big pitch when he has to.” 

4. Friday night’s start against the Yankees was the best lineup Bieber has faced thus far. He ended up pitching into the eighth, allowing four 
runs—three earned—on five hits and two walks to go with six strikeouts. His season ERA now stands at a solid 3.53. 

5. Said Yan Gomes: “[Pitching coach Carl Willis] and I talked about before the game, this is a really good challenge for him. This is a 
tremendous lineup. The guy goes into the eighth with giving us a chance to win the ballgame. It’s one of those things that we’ve seen with his 
outings, where even when he gets into a little bit of trouble, he’s still able to compose himself and get through it. That’s not a lineup to lose your 
focus, lose your composure. He just kept attacking hitters. He’s got a little bit of that — even though he’s not that much of a walk guy — he 
knows like when to walk a guy, which is something that you learn later on in your career, I think. Watching him compose himself, going through 
that lineup and getting us into the eighth to let our back-end guys pitch, it’s phenomenal.” 

6. The Indians already have a collection of valuable assets in the starting rotation—Corey Kluber, Carlos Carrasco, Trevor Bauer and Mike 
Clevinger are all strong values compared to market value. Along with Francisco Lindor and Jose Ramirez, that’s the Indians’ strength from a 
long-term and financial standpoint. Bieber, all of a sudden, is on his way to increasing his own stock. It’s no surprise, according to Fox Sports’ 
Jon Morosi, that Bieber or No. 2 prospect Triston McKenzie would need to be included in any deal involving Baltimore’s Manny Machado. He’s 
his own at the major-league level, and he’s done it without breaking much of a sweat. 

7. Said Bieber: “I think it’s kind of learned behavior over the past, whether it was in high school or college, just trying to be able to bounce back 
form the big inning for the other team. I think tonight, in particular, I owe a lot of it to the offense to be able to bounce back and be able to pick 
me up right away. That does a lot for us as a team. That does a lot to the Yankees’ dugout to kind of kill that momentum. For them to be able to 
come back and put two more right on the board and give me another three-run lead was huge.” 

8. Though, the play of the night on Friday came just after Bieber’s exit. With the Indians holding a 6-4 lead and Aaron Judge on first with one 
out, Neil Ramirez made his move to the plate as Judge took off for second base. Ramirez struck out Aaron Hicks for the second out, Yan 
Gomes delivered a perfectly-located throw and Francisco Lindor applied the tag to end the inning with a strike-’em-out, throw-’em-out. Just as 
importantly, it turned a one-on, one-out threat with Giancarlo Stanton on deck as the potential tying or go-ahead run into a clean slate for Allen 
in the ninth. Gomes credited Lindor with the tag. Lindor credited Gomes with the throw. 

9. Said Gomes, also mentioning the tagging kills of Cubs second baseman Javier Baez: “You just kind of have to put it in the vicinity for Lindor. 
He’ll do some, I want to say like a Puerto Rican tag. These [guys] can do some tagging. You’ve just got to throw it around him. … These guys 
know how to [tag]. There’s got to be a tagging academy in Puerto Rico that these guys come up in. There’s him. A guy like [Javier] Baez. Those 
guys can do some good tagging.” 

10. Said Lindor, who also added a fist pump almost in one motion, knowing he had tagged Judge before he got to the base: “[Gomes] did 
everything. I just caught the ball.” 

11. Lindor has now scored 85 runs, which leads the majors this season. It also represents the most runs by any hitter prior to the All-Star break 
since Todd Helton’s 87 in 2003. He’s also now fourth all-time in runs prior to the All-Star break, behind Tris Speaker (86 in 1920), Ray 
Chapman (88 in 1920) and Kenny Lofton (90 in 2004). 

12. Said Indians manager Terry Francona on Lindor as the leadoff hitter: “He’s certainly solidified that. He loves hitting there and we like him 
there. And then Brant and Jose hitting behind him—when he first came up, he’d get picked off. You don’t see that anymore. He’s on base for a 
ton of runs.” 



Yankees, With No Lead to Protect Against the Indians, Get to Rest Aroldis Chapman 

By Billy Witz 

CLEVELAND — If the Yankees were seeking a silver lining after their 6-5 loss to the Cleveland Indians on Friday night, at least one was 
obvious. With no lead to protect, they had no need for closer Aroldis Chapman, whose balky left knee will keep him from pitching in Tuesday’s 
All-Star Game. 

Chapman, who has been battling tendinitis since late May, bowed out of the midsummer exhibition earlier in the day in the hopes that five days 
of rest would keep his discomfort — which has forced him to wear a knee brace — from becoming something worse. 

So if Chapman — who has pitched only once since he was lifted from last Saturday’s game in Toronto as a precautionary measure — has a 
few more off days, it is not the worst thing. Far more troubling, without a hint of consolation, was the way the Indians cuffed around starter 
Domingo German on Friday, knocking him out of the game with six runs before they had made an out in the fifth. 

Far more regrettable for the Yankees was Aaron Judge’s being thrown out stealing as Aaron Hicks struck out to end the eighth inning. That left 
the Yankees with a trail of what-ifs after the next batter, Giancarlo Stanton, led off the ninth with a solo home run. 

“Slow to the plate, you’re betting on a pitch in the zone being put into play there,” Manager Aaron Boone said. “But definitely something that I 
second-guessed a little bit.” 

While any residue from their first loss to the Indians in five games will be quickly rinsed away, concerns over such a vital cog as Chapman are 
sure to linger. When the Yankees arrived here on Thursday, Chapman expressed hope that he would be able to pitch in the All-Star Game after 
being chosen for the first time since 2015. But he had a change of heart on Friday. 

The decision had nothing to do with his pitching on Thursday — he said he felt fine in a flawless ninth inning that sealed the Yankees’ 7-4 
victory. He just wanted to be prudent. 

“The more I thought about it, it was just the smart thing to do,” Chapman said through an interpreter. “It will give me a little more time to help me 
get back.” 

If the knee is responsible for shaving a few ticks off Chapman’s fastball — it has often traveled just below 100 miles per hour this season — it 
has not diminished his effectiveness. In fact, Chapman is in the midst of one of his best seasons; he is 3-0 with 25 saves in 26 chances and a 
1.38 earned run average. 

Image 

Still, knee injuries can be a tricky matter for pitchers, as the Indians know all too well. They announced Friday that their ace, Corey Kluber, had 
received an injection in his right knee and would miss the All-Star Game. Their best reliever, the left-hander Andrew Miller, has been out since 
late May with inflammation in his right knee and will head to Class AA Akron on Saturday to throw a simulated game. 

A pitcher generates power from driving off the back leg, while the front leg bears the brunt of his driving the ball toward the plate. An injury to 
the back leg can sap a pitcher’s velocity, and one to the front leg can rob him of his command. 

“Everybody kind of talks about the arm like that’s everything, but the reality is it’s a whole chain of events to throw a baseball,” Miller said. 
“When that front leg lands is when everything starts and takes off.” 

But most dangerously, leg injuries can lead to arm problems if pitchers try to compensate. The discomfort in Kluber’s knee had led him to lower 
his arm during his delivery, and over his last four starts he allowed 15 earned runs in 22 innings. 

“He was sinking on his back leg as opposed to pushing off and gliding through,” Indians Manager Terry Francona said. 

Boone described Chapman as a “mechanical freak” because of how he efficiently uses his body to generate what for years has been the 
speediest fastball in baseball. 

China Got a 99-Year Lease for a Port Near India. Here’s How, and Why. 

“You don’t want to get in a position where you’re compromising mechanics and then all of a sudden that can lead to other things,” Boone said, 
adding that the pitching coach Larry Rothschild and the Yankees trainers were monitoring Chapman carefully. 

Chapman has made a few changes to his routine. A regular runner, he now does most of his cardio work on an elliptical machine. The knee 
bothers him when he has to run in short bursts, and not often when he is on the mound. He said that the knee brace had taken some getting 
used to, but that it gave him more support and allowed him to feel stable pushing off. 

“I’m a pitcher who uses my legs a lot in my delivery,” he said. “I’m trying to find a balance.” 

As for whether the discomfort will dissipate or remain a nuisance (or worse), even Chapman is unsure. 

“The objective is to finally get better, and be at 100 percent,” he said. “For me to say right now that I’m going to be able to manage it the rest of 
the season is hard to say, because you never know. But as of right now, the focus is doing all the work I need to do.” 

And if a few extra days of rest now mean that Chapman will be hearty and hale in October, that silver lining may look more like a brass ring. 
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Domingo German's struggles re-enforces Yankees' need for another starting pitcher — or two 

By MIKE MAZZEO 

CLEVELAND – The Yankees obviously need at least one starter. 

But after a night like Friday, it makes you reconsider they might actually need two. 

Domingo German couldn’t command his fastball, issued too many free passes and got burned early as a result in the Bombers’ 6-5 loss to the 
Indians at Progressive Field. After his four-plus inning, six-run, four-walk performance, German’s ERA sits at 5.49. 



Couple that with Masahiro Tanaka’s home run problem and Sonny Gray’s issues when facing quality opponents, and the need for more rotation 
depth behind Luis Severino and CC Sabathia becomes even greater. 

“I tried to be aggressive tonight using my fastball, and I wasn’t commanding my fastball at all,” German said. “I gave up all those free passes 
and I wasn’t effective.” 

German’s swing-and-miss stuff could make him a nice weapon out of the bullpen, but as a starter he’s been too up-and-down, and his problems 
in the first and second innings continued, when he gave up four runs combined. 

The Yankees' need for another starter is very real following Domingo German's struggles Friday night. 

The problem, of course, is that many potential second-tier starter trade targets have struggled, too. 

J.A. Happ allowed a grand slam to Mookie Betts in an epic, 13-pitch at-bat Thursday at Fenway Park, while Nathan Eovaldi got shelled in 
Minnesota on Friday, giving up eight runs while failing to get out of the third inning. 

The only good thing about that: Maybe their prices will go down as a result. 

Michael Fulmer has pitched better of late for Detroit, but given that he’s still young and under team control for a while, the price could be more 
significant than it would be otherwise. 

But that’s a price Brian Cashman may have to meet with real difference-makers like Jacob deGrom and Blake Snell most likely not coming to 
The Bronx. 

Justus Sheffield, the team’s top pitching prospect, deserves his shot more and more every day when fill-ins like German can’t get deep into 
games, taxing the bullpen as a result. 

It’s made Aaron Boone’s job harder, too, even though the manager wouldn’t admit as much when this one was over. Boone was burned again 
for sticking with German too long, as the Indians tacked on a pair of runs in the fifth that made the difference in the end. 

J.A. Happ may not be the answer. 

At least the Red Sox finally lost, their win streak over at 10. But the Bombers couldn’t make up any ground despite having a chance to do so. 

They were down 6-4 with one out in the eighth when Aaron Hicks struck out on a 3-2 pitch and Aaron Judge was thrown out trying to steal 
second on a close play, the twin-killing ending the inning with Giancarlo Stanton on deck. 

It was certainly a questionable call by Boone. Even he agreed. 

“I felt like the matchup with (pitcher Neil Ramirez) being slow to the plate, I was betting on a pitch in the zone being put in play (by Hicks) but 
definitely something I second-guessed a little bit,” Boone said. “It was a close call.” 

Stanton, of course, homered leading off the ninth against Cody Allen, giving the Yankees life. Greg Bird then singled, but the always aggressive 
Miguel Andujar inexplicably swung at Allen’s first pitch and grounded into a 6-4-3 doubleplay. Neil Walker walked, but Didi Gregorius popped 
out to end it. 

Manny Machado would be the ultimate prize — especially if he somehow falls into their laps — but the Bombers continue to be plagued by 
starting pitching woes. And with Aroldis Chapman smartly skipping the All-Star Game in order to rest his knee, they could use another reliever 
as well. 

Chapman is likely going to be plagued by left knee tendinitis as well, making the likes of Zach Britton and Brad Hand attractive, as both elite 
setup guys and protection in case Chapman has to miss time. 

“I think hopefully he can benefit from that,” Boone said before the game of Chapman making the decision to take the break to rest. “To have 4-5 
days potentially off certainly can’t hurt him. It’s obviously something that he’s been dealing with for a while. But we also feel good that he can 
continue to maintain it throughout the season, and it’s something we’ll continue to monitor all the time.” 

Machado could make the team better offensively and defensively. And a super bullpen would be a nice luxury as well. And, of course, it would 
be great if they could get a starter, really two, and sooner rather than later. 
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Yankees get scary preview of life if they don’t make right moves 

Kevin Kernan 

CLEVELAND — For all their first-half success, there are pitfalls ahead. 

The Yankees may have gotten a glimpse of the difficulties that could haunt them in the second half. On Friday the 13th, they fell to the Indians 
6-5 at Progressive Field against a rookie pitcher who handled them for seven innings. 

Shane Bieber, a fourth-round pick, the 122nd selection in the 2016 draft out of UC Santa Barbara, Barry Zito’s school, was terrific, allowing only 
a three-run fifth inning as the Indians’ dreadful bullpen held on for the victory, with Cody Allen getting a huge double-play groundout from an 
overanxious Miguel Andujar in the ninth. 

“We’ve got a great team,’’ Boone said of his 61-32 Yankees. 

They do, but they also have some problems that must be addressed or they will be left behind in the poststeason, and it was not a good night 
for Boone. 

With Giancarlo Stanton on deck, Aaron Judge was caught trying to steal second to end the eighth on an Aaron Hicks strikeout off a 3-2 pitch 
with one out. Boone gambled and lost. 

“Definitely something I second-guess it a little bit,” Boone said. 



Stanton homered to lead off the ninth inning off Cody Allen. 

It was a breaking ball, and Judge was called safe, but the call was overruled on a replay challenge. 

Bieber outpitched Domingo German, who went only four innings and walked the first two batters he faced, allowing six runs on five hits, once 
again putting a spotlight on the fact the Yankees need to get a starter, any starter. 

They are 60 feet and 6 inches short, and they know it. 

There are slim pickings, but to me, Texas’ Cole Hamels is the most competitive of the bunch and could benefit the most being with this powerful 
lineup. Hamels ran into trouble in the seventh inning Friday night but beat the Orioles 5-4. 

Sure, there are money issues if the Yankees trade for Hamels but that’s life — the Yankees have money. 

There is too much talent on this Yankees team not to make a full-throttled push, but that is something that will work itself out before July 31. 

The Indians can be a difficult postseason hurdle for the Yankees if they acquire much-needed bullpen help, especially with the dynamic duo of 
Francisco Lindor and MVP candidate Jose Ramirez. After scoring four times in the first two innings with German twice walking Lindor, who 
came around to score each time, Ramirez got the critical hit against German when he tripled in Lindor in the fifth after the Yankees had trimmed 
the lead to 4-3. 

Lindor leads the majors with 85 runs scored. Ramirez leads the majors with 56 extra-base hits (28 home runs). 

In that sequence, Boone showed the problem of sticking with a struggling starter just a bit too long, something that has hindered him his rookie 
year of managing. Boone is caught between trying to build the confidence of his young pitchers and building relationships, and that can backfire 
on occasion. 

Boone has brought many pluses to the job, but he still does not have the feel for getting that starter out before deep damage is done. He is 
working with starting-pitching issues, so he is trying to get as much as he can from this group. 

Even ace Luis Severino has struggled his past two times out. He went five innings in a 7-4 win Thursday night, but for the second straight 
outing, he surrendered two home runs. Severino could be gassed heading into the All-Star break. 

There is reason to worry about Aroldis Chapman’s balky knee as well. He pulled himself out of the All-Star Game. This is a situation Boone said 
must be monitored the rest of the season. 

After Stanton homered, his 23rd, to lead off the ninth and make it a one-run deficit. Greg Bird then singled, but Andujar immediately hit into the 
double play. The rookie was much too anxious in that at-bat. After Neil Walker walked, pinch-hitter Didi Gregorius ended the frustrating night 
with a popup to short on the first pitch. 

The patience wasn’t there on Friday night. Brian Cashman is being patient. A couple of moves must be made to really make these Yankees 
great. 

Aaron Boone second guesses costly gamble in Yankees loss 

By George A. King III 

CLEVELAND — If Aaron Judge had stolen second base in the eighth inning while Aaron Hicks was striking out, nobody in their right mind could 
correctly say Giancarlo Stanton would have followed by hitting the home run he drilled leading off the ninth. 

To think otherwise is stupid because Stanton would have been pitched differently with Judge on second in the eighth — instead of the bases 
empty in the ninth, with the Indians leading by two runs. 

Still, after Stanton homered in the ninth and the Yankees dropped a 6-5 decision to the Indians in front of a sold-out Progressive Field crowd of 
35,078, manager Aaron Boone putting Judge in motion was a popular topic. 

“I don’t know if it hurts more. It’s a different scenario, a different situation,” Boone said of sending Judge on the one-out, 3-2 pitch to Hicks. 
“Second-guess it a little bit, but I also felt the matchup, slow to the plate and betting on a pitch in the zone being put in play. But certainly 
something I second guess.” 

Hicks swung through the pitch from Neil Ramirez, and catcher Yan Gomes made a perfect throw to shortstop Francisco Lindor. Judge was 
initially called safe, but an Indians’ challenge led to Judge being called out. 

Stanton greeted Indians closer Cody Allen with a leadoff homer in the ninth that cut the hosts’ lead to 6-5, and Greg Bird followed with a single 
to right. With the largest Cleveland crowd of the season bracing for the latest bullpen collapse, Allen fed Miguel Andujar a 6-4-3 double play ball 
before walking Neil Walker to keep the Yankees’ hopes alive. 

Those hopes died a quick death when Didi Gregorius, who was hitting for Kyle Higashioka, popped up to Lindor for the final out. 

Because the play was very close at second, Judge said he didn’t know if he was safe or out, but admitted he thought the replay going the 
Indians’ way was a big factor. 

“It would have been a huge bag if we got in there,” Judge said. “We didn’t get it done, especially after Stanton comes up the next inning and hits 
a home run, it’s tough, but those are gambles and you have to take those gambles. Took a risk and I was out.” 

Because the AL East-leading Red Sox lost to the Blue Jays, the Yankees remained 3 ½ lengths back of their blood rivals, who had a 10-game 
winning streak halted. 

Thanks to Domingo German’s early bout of wildness — 18 of his first 34 pitches were balls — the Yankees spent the evening going uphill. 
German walked the first two batters in the home first when the Indians scored a run and gave up three in the second when Michael Brantley 
delivered a two-run double. 



Three Yankees runs in the fifth off rookie right-hander Shane Bieber (5-1) made it a one-run game, but two in the fifth by the Indians moved the 
lead to 6-3. Tyler Wade doubled and scored on Brett Gardner’s sacrifice fly in the eighth and Stanton’s 23rd homer in the ninth cut the deficit to 
a run. 

“I was trying to be aggressive using the fastball, and I wasn’t commanding the fastball at all. I was ineffective,’’ said German, who is 2-5 with a 
5.49 ERA and one of the reasons general manager Brian Cashman is attempting to make a trade for a starter before the July 31 non-waiver 
trade deadline. “Definitely facing a team like they have you are not looking to make it hard on yourself. Definitely, credit to them.” 
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