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Padres roster review: Jose 
Pirela 
Jeff Sanders  

Sizing up the Padres’ 40-man roster, from A to Z, heading into the 2018 season. 

JOSE PIRELA 

• Position: Outfielder 
• 2018 Opening Day age: 28 
• Bats/throws: R/R 
• Height/weight: 6-foot / 220 pounds 
• Acquired: From the Yankees in November 2015 trade 
• Contract status: Will not be arbitration-eligible until 2020 at the earliest 
• Key stats: .288 avg., .347 OBP, .490 SLG, 10 HRs, 40 RBIs, 43 runs, 4 steals, 27 BBs, 71 

Ks 

STAT TO NOTE 

• 2.1 – Pirela’s Wins Above Replacement in 83 games in 2017, tops among all Padres 
offensive players, according to fangraphs.com. 

TRENDING 

• Up – Originally acquired for minor league pitcher Ronald Herrera, Pirela had 
appeared in 44 games with the Yankees when he arrived before the 2016 season with an 
opportunity to earn a larger role. But he hurt his Achilles’ that spring, scuffled mightily in 
a 15-game stay in the majors (.380 OPS) and was shut down in June. Pirela opted to 
resign with San Diego after he was removed from the roster the following December and 
crushed the competition in the Pacific Coast League (1.022 OPS) to earn another big 
league audition. This one was much better. In a little more than half a season – his 
longest stay in the majors yet – Pirela led all regulars in WAR, weighted runs created-plus 
(122), batting average, on-base percentage and slugging. His .343 batting average on balls 
in play (BABIP) was more than 40 points above the league average, a surge supported by 
a career-best line drive rate (21.2 percent) and hard contact rate (34.0) and career-lows in 
ground balls (47.3) and soft contact (19.3). Even with a finger injury costing Pirela the 
final few weeks of the season, his reliability in the outfield in a breakthrough campaign 
made him both theteam’s nomination for the Hank Aaron Award (given annually to the 
top offensive performer in each league; Pirela, of course, didn’t win) and a favorite to 
enter camp as the starter in left field. Said Padres manager Andy Green as the 2017 
season came to a close: “He’s definitely at the front of the line.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-talking-with-padres-outfielder-jose-pirela-20170708-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-talking-with-padres-outfielder-jose-pirela-20170708-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-pirela-nominated-hank-aaron-award-20171009-story.html
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2018 OUTLOOK 

• Of course, as far as corner outfield candidates go, the line is long behind Pirela. Hunter 
Renfroe’s rookie homer record will afford him a little slack in right field, while Travis 
Jankowski’s defensive contributions could steal plate appearances. Behind him, Alex 
Dickerson (back) should be back in the mix this spring, Franchy Cordero is building 
all sorts of momentum in winter ball and Wil Myers could even be pushed ahead of 
Pirela if the Padres manage to land s. In other words, Pirela will have to continue to hit a 
ton if he’s going to hold off the competition. 

PADRES POWER RANKINGS 
(Currently 40 players on 40-man roster) 

1. Wil Myers 
2. Brad Hand 
3. Manuel Margot 
4. Austin Hedges 
5. Chase Headley 
6. Freddy Galvis 
7. Jose Pirela 
8. Dinelson Lamet 
9. Luis Perdomo 
10. Bryan Mitchell 
11. Carlos Asuaje 
12. Franchy Cordero 
13. Travis Jankowski 
14. Alex Dickerson 
15. Carter Capps 
16. Robbie Erlin 
17. Kyle McGrath 
18. Walker Lockett 
19. Colten Brewer 
20. Buddy Baumann 
21. Jose Castillo 
22. Phil Maton 
23. Jordan Lyles 
24. Javier Guerra 
25. Rocky Gale 
26. Miguel Diaz 
27. Allen Cordoba 

Traded away: Jabari Blash 

 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-offseason-leagues-cordero-margot-sharing-same-outfield-20180108-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-offseason-leagues-cordero-margot-sharing-same-outfield-20180108-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-wil-myers-20180107-story.html#nt=oft12aH-1gp2
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-brad-hand-20171222-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-manuel-margot-20180102-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-austin-hedges-20171226-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-chase-headley-20171225-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-freddy-galvis-20171219-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jose-pirela-20180110-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-dinelson-lamet-20171228-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-luis-perdomo-20180109-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-bryan-mitchell-20180105-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-carlos-asuaje-20171203-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-franchy-cordero-20171213-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-travis-jankowski-20171227-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-alex-dickerosn-20171215-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-carter-capps-20171208-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-robbie-erlin-20171218-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-kyle-mcgrath-20180104-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-walker-lockett-20171229-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-colten-brewer-20171207-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-buddy-baumann-20171205-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jose-castillo-20171211-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-phil-maton-20180103-story.html#nt=oft03a-2la1
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jordan-lyles-20180101-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-javier-guerra-20171221-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-rocky-gale-20171219-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-miguel-diaz-20171214-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-allen-cordoba-20171211-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jabari-blash-20171206-story.html
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Padres hire FanGraphs' 
Dave Cameron 
Dennis Lin  

The Padres have hired Dave Cameron to help head their research and development department. 
Cameron had been the longtime managing editor at FanGraphs, the industry leader in 
analytically inclined statistics and commentary. 

“I definitely wasn’t looking to leave FanGraphs,” Cameron wrote in his farewell post for the site. 
“This place was home. But when A.J. Preller called to gauge my interest in working for their 
organization, I was intrigued by the thought of a new challenge. When I met with Andy Green, I 
was inspired to think about the possibilities of using analysis to help players improve on the 
field. And while I will always love FanGraphs and the people here, the opportunity to help 
continue to build a winning organization in San Diego was one I did not want to pass up.” 

Cameron, who holds an economics degree from UNC Greensboro, previously had written for 
Baseball Prospectus, ESPN, Fox Sports and The Wall Street Journal. In 2010, he went from a 
freelancer to FanGraphs’ first full-time employee. 

Cameron’s writings have been critical of the Padres, among many other teams. He figures to 
lend an interesting perspective to an organization that has pursued first baseman Eric Hosmer 
all offseason. Hosmer is perhaps the winter’s most polarizing free agent, with analysts conflicted 
over his true value. The Padres recently offered him a seven-year, nine-figure contract, which 
would represent an unprecedented commitment. 

“There’s no question that even the guys like me who like the metrics are not going to say they’ve 
got everything figured out,” Cameron said in an appearance last month on MLB Network. 
“There’s absolutely things that people in the game who are around Eric Hosmer can say ‘I saw 
this happen,’ and I’m not going to tell them they’re wrong. I am going to question the certainty 
they have that they can put an absolute value on it. Like, how much better did Eric Hosmer 
make Mike Moustakas? Do you know that for sure? How much are you willing to bet on that? 
How much are you willing to pay for that? Even if we think he has the skill, how much did that 
add to the win total? I don’t think I know, and I’m not sure (teams) know, either.” 

 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/the-one-i-never-thought-i-would-write/
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Makita could play big role in Padres' bullpen 
By Austin Laymance MLB.com @JALaymance 
Jan. 9th, 2018 
 
The Padres' biggest need this offseason has always been pitching, and general manager A.J. 
Preller has made a number of moves to bolster the bullpen. San Diego brought back Craig 
Stammen on a two-year pact, signed Japanese submariner Kazuhisa Makita to a two-year deal, 
avoided arbitration with Carter Capps and inked Colten Brewer to a one-year contract. 

Brad Hand has proven to be a dominant closer, so the success of the Padres' 2018 bullpen 
may come down to how efficiently newcomer Makita and Co. can get the ball to the All-Star 
lefty. 

MLB.com is taking a look at the projected bullpen of all 30 teams ahead of Spring Training. 
Here's how the Padres might stack up: 

BULLPEN IF SEASON STARTED TODAY 
Brad Hand, LHP 
Kirby Yates, RHP 
Craig Stammen, RHP 
Kazuhisa Makita, RHP 
Colten Brewer, RHP 
Phil Maton, RHP 
Carter Capps, RHP 
Jose Torres, LHP 

STRENGTH 
With Hand, the Padres have one of the top closers in the Major Leagues. The left-hander was 
an All-Star in 2017, and he owns a 2.56 ERA and an 11.5 K/9 rate in two seasons with San 
Diego. If the Padres can get the ball to Hand in the ninth inning with a lead, they have to like 
their chances. Hand also possesses one of the best sliders in baseball, and he converted 21 of 
26 save opportunities last season. 

. 30th, 2017 

QUESTION MARK 
It will be interesting to see how Makita transitions to the big leagues after spending the last 
seven seasons with the Seibu Lions of Nippon Professional Baseball. Makita has pitched 
exclusively in relief the past two years after beginning his career as a starter. The 33-year-old 
has a submarine delivery, which appealed to Preller and manager Andy Green. Makita is not 
overpowering, but more of a ground-ball pitcher who can induce weak contact. While his 
numbers in Japan were solid, Makita will face the best hitters in the world when he reaches 
MLB. 

. 15th, 2017 

WHAT MIGHT CHANGE 
While the trade chatter surrounding Hand has quieted, there's still a chance Preller is blown 
away by a proposal and makes a deal for his top trade chip before Opening Day. The Padres' 
asking price for Hand is understandably high. As of yet, nobody has met it. Hand, who has two 

https://www.twitter.com/JALaymance
http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/605169/carter-capps
http://m.mlb.com/player/605155/colten-brewer
http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
http://m.mlb.com/player/664208/phil-maton
http://m.mlb.com/player/600526/jose-torres
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years of team control remaining, has said he'd be happy to remain in San Diego, but that won't 
stop the rumors from circulating. 
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Makita guaranteed $3.8 million in 2-year 
deal with Padres 
Associated Press 
 

SAN DIEGO -- Japanese right-hander Kazuhisa Makita is guaranteed $3.8 million in his two-
year contract with the San Diego Padres. 
 
Makita, 33, has salaries of $1.9 million in each of the next two seasons under the deal announced 
Saturday. He can earn an additional $250,000 annually in performance bonuses based on 
games: $50,000 each for 40, 45, 50, 55 and 60. 

He would receive a $150,000 assignment bonus if traded. 

Makita was 10-4 with a 1.91 ERA the last two seasons with the Pacific League's Seibu Lions and 
was Japan's closer in the 2013 and 2017 World Baseball Classics. San Diego agreed to pay the 
Lions a $500,000 posting fee for his rights. 

 

  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
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Padres’ OF Franchy Cordero 

Among Busiest Players in Baseball 

Has hit .310 while playing 182 games since the 

start of the 2017 season 

By Bill Center 

Padres outfield prospect Franchy Cordero has been one of the most active players in organized 
baseball since the start of the minor league season last April. 

Through Monday night, Cordero has played in 182 games with 764 plate appearances since the 
end of spring training last year. 

That includes his time with the Padres last summer, his breakout season with Triple-A El Paso, 
his Most Valuable Player and Rookie of the Year campaign in the Dominican Republic Winter 
League and that league’s post-season playoffs. 

Overall, Cordero, who turned 23 last Sept. 2, has hit .310 (218-for-704) since last April with 
a .366 on-base percentage and a .538 slugging percentage for a .905 OPS. 

He has 34 doubles, 26 triples, 25 home runs, 103 RBIs and 117 runs scored with 54 walks and 22 
steals. That includes 30 games with the Padres last summer, during which he hit .228 with three 
doubles, three triples and three home runs. 

And he’s not finished. 

The round-robin portion of the Dominican League playoffs run through Jan. 18. There is a 
chance that the popular native of the Dominican Republic could play in the championship series 
and possibly the Caribbean World Series — which could push his total to approximately 200 
games with 800 plate appearances. 

Cordero and Manuel Margot continue to play, respectively, left and center for Escogido in the 
Dominican Republic playoffs. Margot joined Escogido after his team failed to reach the playoffs. 
The Padres have taken turns hitting second and third in Escogido’s batting order. 
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Margot, 23, is hitting .324 during the playoffs. Cordero is hitting .278. Each has three doubles, 
three walks and five RBIs in nine games. 

Margot didn’t start playing until the final week of the regular season in the Dominican Republic. 
He hit .467 (14-for-30) in seven games. 

The left-handed-hitting Cordero led the league with 50 games played. He also led the Dominican 
Republic in hits (60), total bases (92) and runs scored (30) and tied for first in triples (five). He 
was also second in OPS (.888) and slugging percentage (.495); tied for second in home runs 
(five); third in batting average (.323); tied for third in walks (22), and tied for fourth in RBIs (25) 
and doubles (seven). 

Meanwhile, on the other side of the world, Buddy Reed and Gabriel Ariasare two of the 
hottest hitters in the Australian Baseball League while right-hander Lake Bachar continues to 
lead the ABL with a 2.31 earned run average. All three play for Canberra. 

Center fielder Reed, 22, is 12-for-39 (.308) in an active eight-game hitting streak with four 
homers and five RBIs. He was 6-for-19 last week and is hitting .299 during the ABL season. 

Shortstop Arias, 17, is 11-for-28 (.393) in a seven-game hitting streak with a homer and five 
RBIs — raising his average from .219 to .267. He was 7-for-15 last weekend with three RBIs and 
three runs scored. 

Jarryd Dale, the Padres other 17-year-old infielder in Australia, is hitting .255 for Melbourne. 
The Australian native has three doubles, a triple, three homers and 11 RBIs. 

Bachar, 22, has a 4–1 record after seven games (six starts). He is tied for the ABL lead in wins in 
addition to leading in ERA. He also has a 1.18 WHIP with 35 strikeouts in 39 innings. 
 


