
Tomlin struggles vs. Angels, falls in 2018 debut 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
ANAHEIM -- Angel Stadium shook under the weight of the celebration in the stands, as towering flames burst from the rock pile beyond the 
center-field wall. While Shohei Ohtani made his way around the bases, Josh Tomlin -- his name now a footnote in the history books -- waited on 
the mound for a new baseball. 
 
Tomlin allowed the first home run of Ohtani's Major League career, a three-run blast that served as the fulcrum in a 13-2 loss for the Indians. 
The Cleveland starter gave up a career-high four home runs, including two during a six-run first inning, in a forgettable outing on a tough night 
for the Tribe. 
 
"It was just a bad day for me," Tomlin said. 
 
That opening frame was punctuated by Ohtani's homer on a low-and-inside curveball, which the Japanese phenom sent sailing into the right-
field seats and into the glove of an Indians fan (who gifted it to a young Angels fan nearby). It was Ohtani's first at-bat in front of his new home 
crowd and followed his debut as a starting pitcher on Sunday in Oakland. 
 
After Ohtani did not play Monday, he became the first player since Babe Ruth in 1921 to win as a starting pitcher in one game and then start 
and homer as a non-pitcher in his next game in the same season. 
 
This was Indians manager Terry Francona's first time seeing Ohtani as a hitter. In 2014, Francona was with the MLB All-Stars team that played 
a series of games in Japan, and that club faced a younger Ohtani as a pitcher. 
 
"Anybody that saw him thought he could pitch in the Major Leagues," Francona said. "That's why teams were lining up for him." 
 
Ohtani went 3-for-4 with two hits against Tomlin, who lasted only three innings. The right-hander equaled a career worst with eight runs 
allowed, but this was the first time Tomlin yielded that many in no more than three frames. In the draining first inning alone, Tomlin -- known for 
his precision and efficiency -- toiled through 44 pitches (28 strikes). 
 
Two-time American League Most Valuable Player Award winner Mike Trout hit a solo home run two batters into the first inning. Kole Calhoun 
brought home another run with a single, and Tomlin helped Los Angeles' cause with a run-scoring wild pitch with the bases loaded, just before 
Ohtani's three-run blast. 
 
Justin Upton and Luis Valbuena each added a home run off Tomlin in the second and third innings, respectively. 
 
"Non-executed. Too much of the plate. Getting behind hitters," Tomlin said of his pitches. "Then, if you do make a mistake, they foul it off. I 
couldn't put anybody away. I couldn't even get anybody to put the ball in play with weak contact. There was just balls to the heart of the plate or 
bad pitches that were hung, and they took advantage of it." 
 
Tomlin's showing felt similar to last season, when the veteran opened his season by allowing six runs in his first start. The righty allowed 13 
runs over his first two outings a year ago and had a 6.17 ERA on June 1. Over his final 10 outings of the season, though, Tomlin went 6-0 with 
a 3.11 ERA, and then he pitched well in the postseason. 
 
"It wasn't vintage Tomlin, that's for sure," Francona said. "I don't think he's ever going to make an excuse. I think he had a similar outing last 
year. He's tough enough to be able to look up and see a high ERA for a little bit, knowing he has to work his way down. But, he will." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Jose stops skid: Prior to Tuesday's game, Francona noted that Jose Ramirez could lean on his track record while dealing with a slump to open 
the season. In the first, the All-Star third baseman ended his 0-for-15 slide by putting a jolt into a pitch from Angels starter Garrett Richards. 
Ramirez's shot flew off his bat at 103.5 mph, per Statcast™, and landed in the seats beyond the right-field wall for a two-run homer. 
 
Following Ramirez's shot, Richards held Cleveland to an 0-for-17 showing for the remainder of his 5 2/3 innings. That home run marked the 
only hit of the night for the Tribe. 
 
"It was so nice to see Jose jump out like that, for a number of reasons," Francona said. "Once he got the runs, [Richards] settled down. You see 
the velocity, the big breaking ball behind that. It was just too much for us." 
 
First "new home run" at Angel Stadium: The Angels were the beneficiaries of the new lowered right-field-wall boundaries in the first, as Trout 
launched a 1-1 sinker from Tomlin off the scoreboard for his second home run of the season, which cut the Indians' lead to 2-1. With the home-
run boundary lowered by 10 feet, balls no longer have to clear the wall to be considered home runs, though Bradley Zimmer still played Trout's 
shot off the wall. 
 
QUOTABLE 



"I swung and missed at his first curveball that he threw me, then he bounced one on the wild pitch and we scored a run. So that kind of made 
me feel more comfortable since we scored. And then, he left a curveball pretty up in the zone, so I was able to swing at it." -- Ohtani, via an 
interpreter, on the Tomlin pitch he hit for a homer 
 
SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
The Indians' 12-game winning streak against the Angels came to an end, as they lost to the Halos for the first time since June 17, 2014. The 
dozen straight wins represented the longest winning streak for either team in the history of their matchups (1961-2018). 
 
WHAT'S NEXT 
Indians ace Corey Kluber is scheduled to make his second start of the season on Wednesday, when the Angels host the Tribe in a 4:07 p.m. 
ET tilt at Angel Stadium. Kluber, the reigning AL Cy Young Award winner, tossed a complete game on Opening Day in Seattle, but he took a 
hard-luck loss. 
 
Willis making smooth transition in return to staff 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
ANAHEIM -- Carl Willis typically likes to absorb a game from the bench in the dugout, but the Indians' pitching coach makes an exception at 
Angel Stadium, given the vantage point from the visitors' side. For Monday night's 6-0 win, Willis stood next to manager Terry Francona and 
enjoyed the dialogue that soon flowed. 
 
"We had some really interesting conversations," Willis said prior to Tuesday's game against the Angels. "About baseball, about life, about 
watching the game, while we were watching the game. And I loved that, because look, once the game starts, we never leave the field. We 
never leave the heartbeat. I never leave the heartbeat of the pitcher and watching the pitcher and trying to analyze the game and look forward. 
 
"But at the same time, sometimes that can overtake you. He's just so relaxed. He doesn't miss a thing, but yet, he can break the tension at 
times, and I think that's important. And I think it's really important that players see that as well, because you want your players to play loose. 
And if they see us tight, it's going to transcend over to them. So, it's been really good." 
 
This is Willis' second stint as the Indians' pitching coach -- he filled the same role from 2003-09 -- but he had big shoes to fill in this return to 
Cleveland's staff. Over the past five years, Mickey Callaway and Francona forged a strong rapport and helped turn the team's pitching staff into 
one of the best in baseball. With Callaway leaving to manage the Mets, it opened the door for Willis to join Francona's side. 
 
Francona said he was impressed with Willis' preparation throughout Spring Training, adding that he "got chills" while listening to the pitching 
coach's initial speech to the team. Four games is not enough to draw any sweeping conclusions in one direction or another, but Francona said 
the transition to Willis has been a seamless one for both the manager and the pitchers. 
 
"It's not a surprise, though. I mean, we knew coming in. That's why we hired him," Francona said. "I think our pitchers really respect him. I think 
his personality is the perfect personality after Mickey, because he's so easygoing. Because that's not an easy guy to follow, and I think he's 
done a terrific job. The one thing I just love is he lives and dies with those pitchers, and they know it, even after four games and a Spring 
Training." 
 
Worth noting 
• Right-hander Danny Salazar (10-day disabled list, right shoulder inflammation) has thrown off a mound three times and has another bullpen 
session this week at the team's Arizona complex, per Willis. The pitching coach noted there is no strict timetable for Salazar's return to games 
at this point. 
 
"He's still making his way back. He's still making progress," Willis said. "We have kind of a tentative calendar, but in the early-on process of him 
returning to the mound, we still have to see how he recovers after each time on the mound. So we can't necessarily hold him strict to those 
dates until we get a little further out with his bullpens." 
 
• During Spring Training, it was not Francona who approached Francisco Lindor about reprising his role as the team's leadoff man this season. 
The switch-hitting shortstop brought it up with the manager, expressing a desire to stay atop the lineup this year. 
 
"He talked to me," Francona said. "He said to me the first meeting, he said, 'I'd really like to lead off. I loved it.' I said, 'OK.' That was something 
we had obviously thought about, because he had done it before. I said, 'The one thing I care about is you've got to set the tone for how we 
play.' He goes, 'I can do that.' That was really all it was." 
 
• Left-hander Ryan Merritt (10-day DL, left knee) was scheduled to throw a batting-practice session Tuesday at the Indians' complex in Arizona. 
 
April 3: Tito’s pregame minutiae 
by Jordan Bastian 
On his early impression of Yonder Alonso: 
 



TF: “He seems comfortable, which is good. I think he’s kind of come as advertised. You make a mistake, he might hit it a long way. Not the 
most range at first, but sure-handed. I think it’s kind of exactly what we thought. He’s a good kid. I think he’s been good. He wants to play every 
day. That’s good, because that’s the one thing Santana did as good as anybody.” 
 
On Edwin Encarnacion’s effort level on Monday’s inside-the-park home run: 
 
TF: “I respect that a lot, because he’s certainly not a speedster, but he gave it everything he had. Other than the run, it’s hard to measure the 
emotional lift. But, it certainly got everybody revved up.” 
 
On seeing Shohei Ohtani pitch in Japan in 2014 during the MLB All-Stars’ tour of Japan: 
 
TF: “He was a young, good-looking right-hander. You could tell, as he filled out, he had a chance to be really good. He was really good that 
night anyway, but he looked the part.” 
 
On whether he thought Ohtani had a future in MLB: 
 
TF: “I think we played five innings against him and I wasn’t scouting. We were trying to figure out ways to get hits and stuff, so I really didn’t 
give it a lot of thought. But, it’s kind of an easy one. Anybody that saw him thought he could pitch in the Major Leagues. That’s why teams were 
lining up for him.” 
 
On Jose Ramirez’s slow start: 
 
TF: “We thought towards the end of spring that he was starting to kind of pick it up. Sometimes, like you said, small-sample size. Sometimes 
you just need to get a little break to get you going. He hit that ball in Seattle and Ichiro catches it. Sometimes, that [catching a break] helps. I’m 
glad he’s got his experience under his belt now, because the fact of the matter is we’re going back to Cleveland and it’s going to be hard for 
anybody to get real hot. That’s just the way it is. I’m not saying you’re not going to win games, but you’re not going to see a ton of guys going 4-
or-5. You see it on the TV now. But, I think because he has that experience under his belt, he’ll endure it and he’ll get hot. That’s the other 
thing, when he gets hot, he gets as hot as anybody.” 
 
On getting contributions from all around (Brandon Guyer, Tyler Naquin, etc;): 
 
TF: “I think we’re a better team when we do that. When they complement each other and they feel like they’re involved, I think that’s always a 
good way to play. When guys are just sitting around, knowing they’re probably not going to play, that doesn’t create the best atmosphere.” 
 
On the dynamic with new pitching coach Carl Willis: 
 
TF: “It’s very easy to have an easy dynamic with him. He’s prepared. He’s a great guy. It’s not a surprise, though. I mean, we knew coming in. 
That’s why we hired him. There wasn’t any unknowns coming in. It’s just, the better you get to know somebody, not only easier it gets, but it’s 
more fun, because you get to know them. I think our pitchers really respect him. I think his personality is the perfect personality after Mickey, 
because he’s so easygoing. Because, that’s not an easy guy to follow and I think he’s done a terrific job. The one thing I just love is he lives and 
dies with those pitchers and they know it, even after four games and a Spring Training. I know he talked to the pitchers that first day and I think 
he thought I was giving him [a hard time], because I told him, ‘Man, I got chills.’ I think he thought I was getting on him, but I wasn’t. I was 
serious.” 
 
On talking to Francisco Lindor about hitting leadoff: 
 
TF: “Well, he talked to me. He said to me the first meeting, he said, ‘I’d really like to lead off. I loved it.’ I said, ‘OK.’ That was something we had 
obviously thought about, because he had done it before. I said, ‘The one thing I care about is you’ve got to set the tone for how we play.’ He 
goes, ‘I can do that.’ That was really all it was. I like the idea, because if we turn around eight, nine, we’ve got a guy that can drive in a run 
hitting first and he’s a switch-hitter.” 
 
On Corey Kluber having earned the right to pitch deeper into games: 
 
TF: “If he’s pitching the way he should, of course. But, like yesterday with Clev, we wanted to go 90 pitches and I think he went 98. So, that was 
the reason. Then, they had the lefties coming up. It just didn’t seem like a point to go further. It’s not just not the idea of earning it. You’ve got to 
be able to be ready to pitch the next five days, too. So, there’s a lot more that goes into it than just that. A lot of time you hear people talking 
about pitch counts, and I get it. But, it’s not so much that they can’t keep throwing. If you’re at a high pitch count, that means you’ve showed 
hitters a lot of your pitches. So, you come around that third time, they start getting more dangerous. Sometimes you’re better off giving them a 
different look.” 
 
Akron RubberDucks to have 'Sever' experiment: Clevel and Indians Minors 2018 
By Elton Alexander, The Plain Dealer 
AKRON, Ohio -- Playing in the Eastern League, the Akron RubberDucks probably can't avoid getting a chill on opening day as the Cleveland 
Indians Class AA team will open Thursday at 6 p.m. at the Altoona Curve. 



That will be the start of a four-game series. The Ducks will actually open at home on Friday, April 13 at 6:35 p.m. against the Trenton Thunder. 
By then, four-year RubberDuck third baseman Joe Sever may have seen his first action behind the plate as the teams third catcher. 
 
"It is a sacred time in baseball, opening day,'' Akron manager Tony Mandolin said during wet, chilly media day activities Tuesday inside Canal 
Park. Mansolino is in his first season with the Ducks as manager, but was hitting coach in Akron in the past along with past managing stops at 
Lynchburg and Lake County. 
 
The RubberDucks opening roster includes six players ranked among the Indians top prospects according to MLB.com, including pitchers Shane 
Bieber (No. 8) and Aaron Civale (No. 10). On the infield will be Bobby Bradley (No. 3) at first base and Willi Castro (No. 5) at shortstop, middle 
infielder Tyler Krueger (No. 25), plus outfielder Ka'ai Tom (No. 23). 
 
Noticeably absent from the roster list is wunderkind ace Triston McKenzie, who was a star last season at Lynchburg, going 12-6 in 25 starts 
covering 143. He had 186 strikeouts vs. just 45 walks. He is being held back in extended spring training with some forearm tenderness but is 
expected in Akron soon. 
 
"He's hurt, but he's earned the right to be here,'' Mansolino said. "He will be here in the next month, month-and-a-half." 
 
The youngest player on the squad will be Castro, who is also on the 40-man roster with the Indians. Bradley is not far behind at 21 and he was 
impressive during time with the Indians in spring training. 
 
There are plenty of veterans on the team from last season, led by Sever, who agreed to add catching duties to round out his utility resume as a 
corner infielder and outfielder. Sever, 27, hit .282 in 118 games last season. He is looking forward to handling pitchers and calling a game 
behind the plate. 
 
"I'm excited about that,'' Sever said. "I'm itching to get back there." 
 
View Comments 
CLEVELAND WEATHER 
Weather forecast for Cleveland Indians home opener is cold, still chance of wintry mix 
Updated 10:49 AM; Posted 10:40 AM 
 
The Cleveland Indians home opener is on track to be  cold, cloudy, windy with a slight chance of a wint ry mix 
By Kelly Reardon, cleveland.comkreardon@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio - While the forecast for the Cleveland Indians home opener is trending slightly warmer and drier, Tribe fans will still need to 
bundle up for Friday's game -- and there's still a chance for a wintry mix. 
 
The morning and evening is still looking frigid in the 30s, and with winds topping 20 mph, temperatures will feel more like the 20s. So if you're 
heading downtown early, or plan on staying late after the game against the Kansas City Royals, definitely bring that winter coat, hat and gloves. 
The 4:10 p.m. game will start off around 40 degrees, but it will cool down to the upper 30s by the later innings. If the game goes into extra 
innings, fans will have to endure temperatures in the mid-30s. Winds could speed up near Progressive Field, and Tribe fans could have to 
endure wind chills in the low 30s and upper 20s. 
 
The real question is whether it will rain, snow or drizzle. Models are still all over the place. Some show a chance of a wintry mix in the morning, 
clearing by the afternoon and evening. Other models show a slight chance of a wintry mix for most of the day. For now, I'm going with a 30 
percent chance in the morning, and 20 percent chance the rest of the day. That's slight, but still means nothing can be ruled out yet. 
 
Thursday I'll have a much better idea as to how much we'll dry out, so check cleveland.com/weather for another update, and an hour-by-hour 
look as well. 
Keep checking cleveland.com/weather for daily weather updates for Northeast Ohio, and don't forget to submit any weather questions you may 
have! 
 
It was a 'bad night' all the way around for Josh To mlin and the Cleveland Indians 

By Paul Hoynes 

ANAHEIM, Calif. - Last year it got worse before it got better for Josh Tomlin. 

This year Tomlin needs a faster turnaround because things can't get a whole lot worse than they were Tuesday night at Angel Stadium. Tomlin, 
in his first start of the season, allowed a career high four homers, not to mention eight runs, as the Indians lost to the Angels, 13-2. 

Tomlin lasted only three innings, throwing 43 of his 77 pitchers in a first inning that will help fuel the legend, be it in its infant stages, of Japan's 
version of Babe Ruth - Shohei Ohtani. Tomlin allowed Ohtani's first homer in the big leagues, a three-run drive to complete a six-run first inning 
for the Angels. 

In the third Ohtani stung Tomlin again for a single off Jason Kipnis' glove at second base. When it was all said and done, Ohtani went 3-for-4 
with one homer and three RBI in just his second big league game as a position player. On Sunday, he pitched the Angels to a victory over 
Oakland. Could he indeed by a dual threat like the Bambino was for the Red Sox so many years ago? 



When asked for his impression on Ohtani, Tomlin said, "I'm not really sure. I hung a breaking ball and he put a good swing on it. That's what 
hitters do here. You make a mistake too many times over the heart of the plate and they're going to hurt you. That's what he did." 

Terry Francona on a rough night for Josh Tomlin 

The next time Tomlin takes the mound, he'll look at the scoreboard and see a 0-1 record and a 24.00 ERA next to his name. Last year he lost 
his first two starts, allowing a combined 13 earned runs on 15 hits in 6 1/3 innings against Arizona and the White Sox. It left him with an 0-2 
record and an ERA of 18.47. 

It took him the rest of the season, 24 starts to be exact, to pitch his way back to respectability at 10-9 record with a 4.98 ERA. Now he has to do 
it again. 

"He's tough enough to be able to look up and see a high ERA (on the scoreboard) for a little bit, and know he has to work his way down," said 
manager Terry Francona. "But he will." 

This was Tomlin's first start since March 25. He said the eight-day layoff had nothing to do with his performance Tuesday. 

"I threw well in the bullpen before the game," said Tomlin. 

Not sure what's a better...Ohtani's FIRST CAREER HOME RUN or the celebration! One word: Amazing.#ShoTime @Angels @MLB 
@MLBONFOX pic.twitter.com/UsPcCZnIOn 

-- FOX Sports West (@FoxSportsWest) April 4, 2018 

But when the game started, the trouble began. 

"I didn't execute pitches," said Tomlin. "Got too much of the plate. Got behind hitters. If I made a good pitch, they fouled it off. Couldn't put 
anybody away. Couldn't put a ball in play with weak contact. There were just balls that got the whole plate, or were hung, and they took 
advantage of it." 

In the back of every pitcher's mind, there is a litany of what not to do when they're standing on the mound with a ball in their hand. Tomlin 
covered just about all of them, perhaps with the exception of dusting Ohtani and starting and international incident. 

Tomlin topped out at 85 mph, which is no big deal. That's just about his normal velocity. What was a big deal is that there was no carry to his 
ball when it reached the strike zone. There was no snap to his breaking ball. It just kind of drifted down in the strike zone. 

"It was a bad night," said Tomlin. "My mechanics weren't sound and I didn't make many quality or competitive pitches tonight." 

The good thing is Tomlin knows what it takes to get himself right. . .even if it takes all season. 

Cleveland Plain Dealer LOADED: 04.04.2018 

Angels' Shohei Ohtani does good impersonation of Bab e Ruth in 13-2 win over Cleveland Indians 

By Paul Hoynes  

ANAHEIM, Calif. - If Shohei Ohtani really does turn out to be the next Babe Ruth, he'll owe a small thank you to Josh Tomlin. 

Ohtani hit his first homer in the big leagues off Tomlin on Tuesday night as the Angels pounded the Indians, 13-2, at Angel Stadium. Tomlin, in 
his first start of the season, allowed a career-high four homers in just three innings. 

It's hard to tell by the final score, but the Indians actually led 2-0 thanks to Jose Ramirez's two-run homer in the first off Garrett Richards. It 
ended Ramirez's season-opening 0-for-15 slump, but it did not provide near enough cover for Tomlin, who was pitching in his first game since 
March 25 in spring training. 

The first inning lasted 38 minutes and featured 69 pitches. Tomlin threw 43 of them as the Angels hit two homers, scored six runs and sent nine 
men to the plate. 

Mike Trout started the onslaught with a one-out homer. He came into the game hitting .556 (5-for-9) against Tomlin. 

Terry Francona on a rough night for Josh Tomlin 

Justin Upton, Albert Pujols and Kole Calhoun followed with singles, Upton scoring on Calhoun's single to tie the score at 2-2. Andrelton 
Simmons, with runners at first and second, sent a bouncer to Ramirez at third. Instead of throwing to second to try and start a double play, 
Ramirez tagged Pujols coming to third and did not have another play. 

Tomlin walked Luis Valbuena and went to a 2-2 count on Ohtani. Tomlin's next pitch, a 74 mph curveball, landed in the right field seats. The 
Angels signed Ohtani over the offseason after a bidding war among select MLB teams. Ohtani wants to pitch and hit at the same time in the big 
leagues and the Angels are giving him a chance. 

He DH'd Tuesday night, but on Sunday he pitched six innings to beat Oakland. He struck out six and retired 14 of the last 15 hitters he faced. 
Tuesday was his second start as a position player. He went 3-for-4 with three RBI. 

Not sure what's a better...Ohtani's FIRST CAREER HOME RUN or the celebration! One word: Amazing.#ShoTime @Angels @MLB 
@MLBONFOX pic.twitter.com/UsPcCZnIOn 

-- FOX Sports West (@FoxSportsWest) April 4, 2018 

When Ohtani got back to the dugout after his homer, the Angels gave him the silent treatment. But then he jumped on Trout's back and the 
Angels mobbed him. Ohtani, 23, hit 48 homers in six seasons in Japan. 

Tomlin (0-1, 24.00) allowed eight runs on eight hits in three innings. He allowed a homer in the second to Upton and a homer in the third to 
Valbuena. Otero started the fourth. 



The contrast between Tomlin and Richards (1-0, 5.02) was hard to miss. Tomlin's velocity ranged from a 70 mph curveball to an 85 mph 
fastball. Richards, one of the hardest throwers in the big leagues when healthy, topped out at 97.6 mph. He missed most of last season with a 
biceps tendon injury. 

Rene Rivera hit the Angels fifth and final homer, a two-run drive to right off Zach McAllister in the eighth. Ohtani scored in front of Rivera. 

What it means 

The Indians 12-game winning streak against the Angels is over. It was just the Angels second victory over the Indians in their last 18 games. 

The pitches 

Tomlin threw 77 pitches, 49 (64 percent) for strikes. Richards threw 102 pitches, 58 (57 percent) for strikes. 

Thanks for coming 

The Indians and Angels drew 35,007 to Angel Stadium on Tuesday night. First pitch was at 10:08 p.m. with a temperature of 65 degrees. 

Next 

Corey Kluber (0-1, 2.25) will make his second start of the season on Wednesday when he faces the Angels at 4:10 p.m. at Angel Stadium. 
Kluber was the Indians opening day starter and threw a complete game, but lost, 2-1, to Felix Hernandez and the Mariners. 

Kluber is 2-2 with a 4.31 ERA in five starts against the Angels. 

Lefty Tyler Skaggs, making his second start of the season, will face Kluber and the Indians. He's 0-2 with a 6.23 ERA in three starts against the 
Indians. 
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Angels DH Shohei Ohtani blasts first major league ho me run off Cleveland Indians' Josh Tomlin 

By Joe Noga 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Shohei Ohtani pitched six innings and struck out six batters on Sunday. On Tuesday he blasted his first big league home 
run, a three-run no-doubter off Cleveland Indians starting pitcher Josh Tomlin in the bottom of the first inning to give the Los Angeles Angels a 
6-2 lead. 

Ohtani, the Japanese sensation who joined the Angels in one of the offseason's biggest acquisitions, entered the game with one hit in five at-
bats, having started at designated hitter for Los Angeles in an opening weekend game at Oakland. 

Ohtani stepped to the plate with the bases loaded in the bottom of the first inning Tuesday. After a wild pitch by Tomlin allowed Kole Calhoun to 
score from third base, Ohtani golfed a 2-2 curveball into the seats in right center field to give the Halos a 6-2 lead. 

After rounding the bases, Ohtani returned to the Los Angeles dugout, where his teammates gave him the "cold shoulder" before erupting in 
celebration of his accomplishment. 

The 23-year-old two-way sensation hit 48 home runs in five seasons for the Nippon Ham Fighters of the Japan Pacific League before coming to 
Major League Baseball. 

Not sure what's a better...Ohtani's FIRST CAREER HOME RUN or the celebration! One word: Amazing.#ShoTime @Angels @MLB 
@MLBONFOX pic.twitter.com/UsPcCZnIOn 

-- FOX Sports West (@FoxSportsWest) April 4, 2018 

The dugout reaction to Ohtani's HR, and then his reaction to it, was pretty fun. pic.twitter.com/vi5OInvDk9 

-- Andrew Simon (@AndrewSimonMLB) April 4, 2018 
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Rotation makes first turn and 4 other things we lear ned about the Cleveland Indians on Tuesday 

By Paul Hoynes 

ANAHEIM, Calif. - The Indians will complete their first turn through the starting rotation on Tuesday night when Josh Tomlin faces the Angels. 
Through four games the only starter who has pitched more than six innings has been Cy Young winner Corey Kluber. 

Kluber, in the season opener Thursday against Seattle, threw a complete game in a 2-1 loss. He did it in 91 pitches, 73 percent of which were 
strikes. 

Here's what the rest of the rotation has done: 

Carlos Carrasco, 6-5 win over Seattle on Saturday: Carrasco went 5 2/3 innings, allowing five runs on seven hits. He threw 77 pitches, 68 
percent of which were strikes. 

Trevor Bauer, 5-4 loss to Seattle on Sunday: Bauer allowed two runs on five hits in five innings, but it took him 101 pitches to do it. He struck 
out seven, walked three and allowed five hits. 

Mike Clevinger, 6-0 win over the Angels on Monday: Clevinger threw 5 1/3 scoreless innings with five strikeouts, four hits and two walks. He 
didn't go deeper into the game because he'd thrown 97 pitches, 67 percent of which were strikes. 

Mike Clevinger on win over Angels 

Pitch counts played a part in determining how long manager Terry Francona stayed with his starters, but there is more to the equation. 



"Monday night with Clev, we wanted him to go 90 pitches," said Francona. "I think he went 97. So that was the reason we took him out. And 
they had the lefties (Kole Calhoun and Luis Valbuena) coming in the sixth inning. It just didn't seem like there was a point to go further. 

"It's not just the idea of earning it (extra innings), you've got to be ready to pitch in the next five days too. There's a lot more that goes into it 
than just that. 

"You hear people talk about pitch counts. It's not so much that a pitcher can't keep throwing. But if you're at a high pitch count, it means you've 
showed hitters a lot of your pitches. So when they come around that third time in the order, it's time to give them a new look." 

New pitching coach Carl Willis has been pleased with the rotation to date. 

"It's been very good," he said. "Kluber had a tremendous game. Carlos' stuff was really good. Nelson Cruz hit a homer off a change up that was 
about four inches off the ground. We talked about that pitch in terms of why that might not have been the best pitch to throw although the 
location was good. 

"Trevor pitched great. His pitch count got run up there that one inning. That will happen and Clev was tremendous on Monday night." 

No. 1: Lead the way 

Last season was the first time Francisco Lindor received extensive playing time in the leadoff spot. He liked it so much that he asked Francona 
if he could stay there this season. 

"If I can get a base hit in my first at-bat, I can set the tone," said Lindor. "I feel if I can be aggressive and score a run, the momentum goes our 
way pretty much the entire game." 

Lindor entered Tuesday night's game hitting .176 (3-for-17) with two walks and a stolen base. On Sunday in Seattle, he opened the game with 
a single, stole second and went to third on a fly ball. That was three-fourths of the blueprint, but he didn't score. 

Francisco Lindor on Indians' 2018 mission: 'Finish' 

Last year Lindor made 63 starts in the leadoff spot and 93 in the second spot. As a leadoff hitter, he batted .281 (75-for-267) with 18 homers 
and 47 RBI. He scored 44 runs and posted a .901 OPS. 

"I would love to be able to help my team by running the bases right, getting on base a lot," said Lindor. "As a leadoff hitter I feel I can do that." 

No. 2: No way (or hits) for Jose Ramirez 

Ramirez's season-opening slump is at 0-for-15 and counting as he prepared to face Garrett Richards on Tuesday night. 

"Sometimes you just need a little break to get you going," said Francona. "I'm glad he's got his experience under his belt because we're going 
back to Cleveland and it's going to be hard for anybody to get real hot. That's just the way it is. 

My turn: I will get a hit. I will get a hit. I will get a hit. I will get a hit. I will get a hit. I will get a hit. I will get a hit. I will get a hit. I will get a hit. I will 
get a hit. I will get a hit. I will get a hit. I will get a hit. https://t.co/tKVzv9SSM5 

-- Jose Ramirez (@MrLapara) April 2, 2018 

"I'm not saying you're not going to win games, but you're not going to see a ton of guys go 4-for-5. " 

The Indians return home from this six-day West Coast trip for a 10-game homestand starting Friday. The weather forecast calls for typical April 
baseball weather at Progressive Field - temperatures hovering between 38 and 45 degrees with the threat of snow and rain. 

No. 3: Yonder Alonso making good impression. 

Alonso, through four games, is hitting .286 (4-for-14) with one double, two homers and four RBI. This spring he hit .375 (21-for-56) with five 
doubles, seven homers and 14 RBI. 

The Indians signed Alonso to a two-year $16 million deal in December to replace departed first baseman Carlos Santana. 

Yonder Alonso crushes a grand slam to right field 

"He comes as advertised," said Francona. "You make a mistake, he might hit it a long way. He doesn't have the most range at first, but he's 
sure handed. He's exactly what we thought. 

"He's a good kid. He wants to play every day and that's good because that's the one thing Santana did as good as anybody." 

Alonso homered on the first pitch he saw in the Cactus League season as an Indian. In Thursday's season opener, he hit a grand slam in his 
first official at-bat with the Tribe. 

No. 4: Rarefied air for Edwin Encarnacion. 

Encarnacion, following his inside-the-park homer on Monday night, is just one of nine active players with multiple inside-the-parkers. Chase 
Utley and Curtis Granderson are tied for the lead with three each. 
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Will Benson looks to stay on power track with Capta ins 
By David Glasier, The News-Herald 
These days, Will Benson is a power-hitting prospect worth watching in the Indians’ minor-league system. 
 
He’ll be the starting left fielder for the full-season Single-A Captains when they open the 2018 season at home April 5 against the Fort Wayne 
(Ind.) TinCaps. First pitch is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. at Classic Park. 
 
The 19-year-old Georgia native was selected by the Indians in the first round of the June 2016 draft out of high school in Georgia. 



Last year, at short-season Mahoning Valley, Benson batted .238 with 10 home runs and 36 RBI in 56 games. Baseball America rates him as 
the 10th-best prospect in the Indians’ organization. 
Not so long ago, though, Benson was getting plenty of attention for his prowess on the basketball court. 
 
At 6-foot-5 and 215 pounds, Benson was a combo guard who averaged 15 points, eight rebounds and six assists as a senior at The 
Westminster Schools in Atlanta. He was a Class AAA all-state honorable mention, an Atlanta/South Fulton All-Metro second-team selection and 
Coaches’ Choice all-state honoree. 
 
In a YouTube highlight package, you’ll see a physically dominant, left-handed player with a smooth shot who, when he wasn’t scoring on 3-
pointers and powerful drives to the rim, moved well on the dribble and found teammates with a variety of sharp passes. 
 
“My favorite player always has been LeBron James, but I also really like Russell Westbrook,” Benson said April 3 before the Captains played a 
simulated game at Classic Park. 
 
“By the time I was 16 or 17, I knew I was going to focus on baseball and try to make it a career,” Benson added. 
 
As a senior at Westminster, he batted .454 with 11 doubles, eight home runs and 41 RBI in 35 games. The left-handed hitter also successfully 
stole 11 bases in 12 attempts. 
 
Also an outstanding student with a 3.7 GPA. Benson was heavily recruited as a baseball player by Division I colleges and signed a National 
Letter of Intent with Duke. 
 
When the Indians tabbed him with the 14th overall pick in the draft, Benson elected to pass on the Duke scholarship and sign with the Indians. 
He received a $2.5 million bonus. 
 
“I will go to Duke at some point and get my degree, but for now, this was the right choice,” Benson said. “The Indians and me are a match made 
in heaven.” 
 
Benson has forged a strong bond with Nolan Jones, the Indians second-round pick in the June 2016 draft out of high school in Pennsylvania. 
They made their professional debuts in 2016 with the rookie-league Arizona Indians, then moved up last season to Mahoning Valley. 
 
Jones, also powerfully built at 6-4 and 215 pounds, is the Captains’ starting third baseman this season. Baseball America rates him as the 
fourth-best prospect in the Indians’ organization. 
 
Benson laughed when told Jones, his roommate, described him as “the biggest teddy bear in the world.” 
 
“That’s pretty accurate,” Benson said. “I’m very easygoing, but I’m also competitive and really get after it on the field.” 
 
This season, Benson said his goals are to hit for a better average while maintaining his power. In his first two seasons of professional baseball, 
Benson hit .225 in 100 games with 16 home runs, 63 RBI, 140 strikeouts and 53 walks. 
 
“I’m focused on being more contact-oriented and cutting down on the strikeouts,” Benson said. “My goal is to be a threat every time I step into 
the (batter’s) box.” 
 
Captains manager Luke Carlin was the manager last season at Mahoning Valley. 
 
“Will is a great athlete, but the person is even more impressive to me,” Carlin said. 
 
Benson’s parents, Ramona and Ted Benson, live in Atlanta. His older sister, Heather, is a professional dancer. 
 
RubberDucks notebook: Second baseman Sam Haggerty pla ns to keep on running during transition to Class AA ; Willi Castro set to 
play shortstop 
by Beacon Journal/Ohio.com 
The best base stealer in the Indians organization in 2017 is set to open the 2018 season as an infielder with the RubberDucks. 
 
Sam Haggerty and the rest of the Ducks got familiar with Canal Park on Tuesday during Media Day. 
 
Haggerty stole 49 bases last year and was caught 13 times during his 112-game run with the Lynchburg Hillcats in the Class-A Carolina 
League. 
 
“My goal last year was 40 [stolen bases],” said Haggerty, who played second base in 96 games for a Hillcats club that posted an 87-52 record. 
 
“Once I hit 40, people were like keep going and see how many you can get. You have a goal every year of something that you want to reach, 
but by no means do you stop when you have hit that goal. You keep pushing for more. … My goal this year is 50.” 



Haggerty said that first base coach Kyle Hudson at Lynchburg was very helpful last year. 
 
“You are always looking to take the next base, you’ve got to do your homework on the pitcher and you’ve got to be ready to run at any time,” 
Haggerty said. “On any given pitch, he can be a little bit slower on that particular pitch, and you have to be willing to take the next bag.” 
 
Haggerty, 23, finished last season with a .253 batting average (108 hits in 427 at-bats), 72 runs, 27 doubles, 13 triples, three home runs and 32 
RBI. 
 
“I definitely have to stay true to myself and play my game,” Haggerty said. “That is what got me here. I don’t want to stray too far away from 
that. I just want to keep getting better every day. … I try to get on base for my teammates and do what I can do to cause some havoc on the 
basepaths.” 
 
Ducks first-year manager Tony Mansolino is also likely going to be helpful to Haggerty as the two have been together the past two years in 
Lake County and in Lynchburg. 
 
“He is a very smart manager and he has helped me a lot with understanding the game,” Haggerty said. 
 
Mansolino said he likes what he sees in Haggerty, a 5-foot-11 switch-hitter. 
 
“He’s talented, toolsy, quick, real fast-twitch guy,” Mansolino said. “Last year the makeup of the roster [at Lynchburg] allowed him to be our 
Opening Day second baseman, and he ran with it, literally. He stole 49 bags. He is a good player. He is gritty on the field.” 
 
Castro at short 
 
Willi Castro is expected to make an impact at shortstop and is the only Ducks player on the Indians’ 40-man roster. 
 
“I had him as a 19-year-old in Lake County and as a 20-year-old at Lynchburg,” Mansolino said. “He turns 21 here this month. He was a young 
kid at those levels. … If you go around and polled the managers and you asked them all they would probably tell you he was the best all-around 
shortstop in the league by the end of the year.” 
 
Castro batted .290 last year with 136 hits in 469 at-bats, 69 runs, 24 doubles, three triples, 11 home runs and 58 RBI. 
 
“I really liked our team,” Castro said. “I really liked the ballplayers that we had. It was a good experience to win that championship last year [in 
the Carolina League].” 
 
Sever the catcher? 
 
Joe Sever, a third baseman by trade, returned to Canal Park on Monday with another position attached to his name — catcher. 
 
“I caught I want to say like 15 innings [in a winter league] and then I went out to early camp out in Arizona in January for a week and worked 
with [Eric] Haase a lot. He was really helpful. I am excited about that. We will see how much I get back there. I am not really sure, but if the 
opportunity comes up I am really looking forward to it.” 
 
Sever, 27, said it was fun to call a game from behind home plate during spring training. 
 
“The reaction to pick a ball [out of the dirt] rather than block it — I think the infielder in me comes out,” Sever said. “Overall, it went a lot 
smoother than I thought it would. I am just itching to get back there.” 
 
Said Masolino, “Joe Sever is incredible. He is a guy where you go through and if you ask 100 staff members in the organization how they felt 
about it, I think you would hear 100 people talk glowingly about him and what he does, and how he plays the game.” 
 
Power in the lineup 
 
First baseman Bobby Bradley and catcher Sicnarf Loopstok are two big boppers to keep an eye on this season. Bradley hit 23 home runs in 
131 games last year for the Ducks and Loopstok hit 17 home runs in 119 games last year at Lynchburg. 
 
RubberDucks Media Day: Pitcher Shane Bieber relishe s opportunity to start opener for Ducks 
by ABJ/Ohio.com correspondent 
The last time Shane Bieber was the Opening Day pitcher, the right-hander was guiding UC Santa Barbara to an 8-2 win over San Francisco in 
what would become a season that ended with the Gauchos reaching the College World Series. 
 
Fast forward 776 days and the fourth-round pick by the Indians in the 2016 MLB Amateur Draft is ready to do it again as the ace of the 
RubberDucks staff. 
 



It’ll come Thursday against the defending Eastern League champion Altoona Curve at Peoples Natural Gas Field and there’s no question 
Bieber will be ready for the 6 p.m. first pitch. 
 
“I think it’s an honor to be able to set the tone for the season,” Bieber said. “… I wouldn’t say there’s a lot of pressure, but it’s exciting to try and 
get the season going on the right foot. I’m definitely happy with where I’m at right now, to be able to come here and start the season in AA, 
that’s a big step in the right direction.” 
 
A 22-year old from Laguna Hills, Calif., Bieber isn’t taking the start for granted on a staff that boasts Aaron Civale, Michael Peoples, Sean 
Brady and Shao-Ching Chiang among its starting five. 
 
Bieber ran through the Indians’ organization last season, starting at Low A Lake County before finishing up with the Ducks. 
 
The meteoric rise wasn’t lost on anyone on the current 25-man RubberDucks roster as many played with him at one time or another last 
season. 
 
“For me, when I saw the way he went about his business, everything was about work ethic,” Carolina League All-Star and Ducks catcher 
Sicnarf Loopstok said. “He works hard and that plays out in games.” 
 
Those games showed uncanny control for Bieber last season. 
 
Bieber topped the Tribe minor-league system with 173⅓ innings pitched and registered a career-high 10 wins. 
 
After being called up to the Ducks on July 24, he went 2-1 with a 2.32 ERA in nine starts. 
 
Bieber’s control is what has caught the eye of the Indians’ organization as he registered 162 strikeouts against 10 walks to give him an ungodly 
16.2 strikeout-to-walk ratio. 
To understand just ho 3 hours ago 

Angels 13, Indians 2: Josh Tomlin gives up six in fi rst, including Shohei Ohtani’s first major league ho mer  
by Associated Press  

ANAHEIM, Calif.: Shohei Ohtani got his first major league home run and his first celebratory ice bath. There could be more on the way for the 

Japanese sensation. 

Ohtani hit a three-run homer in his first Angel Stadium at-bat to help the Los Angeles Angels beat the Indians 13-2 on Tuesday night. 

“Shohei put on a display of the type of talent he has tonight,” manager Mike Scioscia said. “He showed the power. He showed the ability to just 

square up a baseball, and he had a great night for us.” 

Ohtani capped a six-run first inning by lifting a ball out to center on a 2-2 pitch from Josh Tomlin. He got the silent treatment from teammates 

when he returned to the dugout, but not from the crowd. After players broke character and jumped around Ohtani to celebrate, Mike Trout 

pointed to the field and instructed Ohtani to take a curtain call. 

It was a tradition Ohtani wasn’t familiar with. The postgame dousing, however, Ohtani had seen on television. 

Kole Calhoun snuck up behind Ohtani after the game as he was about to give a television interview and dumped ice water all over the 23-year-

old. 

“It obviously felt really, really good,” Ohtani said through an interpreter, drying himself as he spoke to the crowd. 

Ohtani is the first player to win as a starting pitcher, then start and homer as a non-pitcher in his next game in the same season since Babe 

Ruth in 1921, according to STATS LLC. He is also the first player with four hits, a home run and a win in his first six games since Boston’s Wes 

Ferrell in 1937, and the first rookie with at least three hits and a win in his first six games since Dutch Stryker of the 1924 Boston Braves. 

Trout, Justin Upton and Luis Valbuena also homered for the Angels. Rene Rivera had four RBI, including a two-run shot in the eighth. 

Angels starter Garrett Richards (1-0) gave up two runs, one hit and struck out nine in 5⅔ innings. 

Jose Ramirez hit a two-run homer in the first for the Indians, but Tomlin (0-1) gave up eight runs and eight hits in three innings. 

“It was obviously a tough start and he was never able to settle in,” Indians manager Terry Francona said. “They all swung the bat good tonight.” 

Ohtani’s shot would have been a grand slam, except Calhoun had scored on a wild pitch earlier in the at-bat. He finished 3-for-4, including a 

hard-hit liner for a single in the eighth. Statcast measured his last hit at 112.8 mph, the hardest-hit ball by an Angels player this season. 



“After getting my first hit out of the way, I felt more comfortable and relaxed,” Ohtani said. “And everyone around me was doing a good job too, 

making it tough for the pitcher. That was a factor.” 

The homer was Ohtani’s second hit in the majors — his first was in his first big league at-bat, at Oakland last Thursday. He also struck out the 

first batter he faced in his first start as a pitcher Sunday. 

Ohtani will pitch against the Oakland Athletics on Sunday in his first start at home. 

“It’s a lot of fun to see something like that from a guy that has a huge spotlight on him and obviously doesn’t let it bother him, comes out and 

plays extremely well the first week of the season,” Angels infielder Ian Kinsler said. 

The Angels ended a 12-game losing streak against the Indians, which was tied for the longest active mark in baseball. 

The post Angels 13, Indians 2: Josh Tomlin gives up six in first, including Shohei Ohtani’s first major league homer appeared first on Ohio.com. 

w incredible that is, Cy Young winner Corey Kluber led the majors with a 7.36 ratio with the Indians in 2017. 
 
“It’s the control,” RubberDucks manager Tony Mansolino said. “You look at the strikeouts last year compared to the walks. I think he had like 10 
walks in his first full season, which is insane. That’s not normal. … It’s commanding the strike zone with his fastball. That’s No. 1 and that 
makes your secondary pitches play up.” 
 
Bieber isn’t putting the cart before the horse this season and is looking forward to starting the season where he ended things in 2017. 
 
He admits to thinking about pitching for the Indians one day, but he pushes the idea out of his mind the second it finds its way in. 
 
“I try to look at things objectively and not get too caught up in where I’m at or what I’m doing,” Bieber said. “The front office preaches that and 
that’s the mentality going forward. It’s a cool thing to be part of for sure. 
 
“[Starting the year in Akron] It definitely makes things a little easier. There are already familiar faces. A lot of this coaching staff I was familiar 
with at Lynchburg. Getting that first season under the belt and meeting guys throughout the whole organization there’s definitely more 
comfortability there to ease things into the season instead of jumping in and not knowing what to expect.” 
 
By the numbers: Josh Tomlin's season debut lacks typi cal command 
By T.J. Zuppe 5h ago  4   
Josh Tomlin struggled to find his typical precision and efficiency, the bullpen failed to stop the bleeding and the offense stumbled and scuffled 
their way to a lackluster night at the plate. Sound problematic? You could say that. 
 
Essentially, if you could compare the loss to a wedgie, the Indians found themselves on the receiving end of the atomic variety Tuesday night. 
 
Here are the ugly numbers behind the Angels' 13-2 thrashing of the Tribe. 
 
68 percent: In the past few seasons, Tomlin's elite reputation for throwing strikes has been backed up by nearly every strike-throwing metric 
available. He owns the lowest walk rate in baseball in the past two years. During that time, he also possesses baseball's second-highest rate of 
first-pitch strikes. 
 
Last year, the righty fired strikes at a 68 percent clip. If anything, he's been guilty, at times, of being too married to the strike zone. 
 
So, given his ability to paint all portions of the zone with stunning accuracy, to see the 33-year-old righty struggle with his command Tuesday 
night wasn't just surprising, it neared Edwin Encarnacion inside-the-park home run territory for improbability. 
 
Tomlin threw strikes at a 63.6 percent rate against the Angels. That's a noticeable decrease for the prolific strike-thrower. And the ones in the 
zone? Well, they … let's just say they weren't missed. 
 
“I couldn't put anybody away,” Tomlin told reporters. “I couldn't even get anybody to put the ball in play with weak contact. There were just balls 
to the heart of the plate or bad pitches that were hung. They took advantage of it.” 
 
Most of Tomlin's troubles came in the first inning. 
It took Tomlin 44 pitches to navigate the first. Unfortunately, six of the eventual eight runs he allowed came before recording his third out of the 
season. By the end of the third inning, Tomlin's season debut was over, just half of the 18 hitters he faced had been greeted with a first-pitch 
strike, and four Angels homers were on the board. 
 
Sure, the home runs are nothing new for Tomlin. But the struggle to command? That was a surprise. 
 



“I just didn't throw very quality pitches tonight,” Tomlin said. “They were either on the heart of the plate. If they weren't, they were fouled off. 
They were spoiled to the point where they can get back into a count. And then, when they got back into a count, I left a ball over the middle of 
the plate and they hammered it.” 
 
The Angels, however, continued to bully Indians pitching long after Tomlin departed. Dan Otero was charged with three runs on three hits in 
two innings, and Zach McAllister gave up two in an inning of relief. Matt Belisle was the only reliever to emerge unscathed. 
 
0-15: Jose Ramírez snapped his hitless streak with a two-run homer off Garrett Richards in the top of the first. Early, it appeared as if Ramírez's 
blast would be the start of some significant damage, but Richards escaped a jam and never looked back. Tribe hitters finished 0-for-27 after the 
multi-run shot. 
 
1-for-9: Despite Ramírez's early heavy lifting, the top-third of the Tribe order continue to scuffle through the first five games, and the slash lines 
aren't pretty (small sample size alert!). 
 
Francisco Lindor: .150/.260/.150 
Jason Kipnis: .158/.200/.211 
José Ramírez: .056/.190/.222 
Those numbers should say a few things. One, it's easy to see why they're average just 3.8 runs in their first five games. Those are three of the 
club's most important offensive players. When they don't perform like it, it's going to be noticeable. Two, it's five games. And we'll continue to 
say this after six games. And seven games. And maybe even 15, 20 or 25. Hell, they just scored six runs Monday. Are we going to have this 
conversation every other night? Three, the lineup will certainly look a lot deeper when Michael Brantley returns, perhaps as soon as Friday. At 
that point, we might start to gain a clearer understanding of what this season's offense will look like. Maybe. 
 
19: That's how many swinging-strikes Richards induced Tuesday night, recording 16 of them on breaking balls. It's easy to forget how dominant 
the 29-year-old can be — he's been unable to put together a full season since 2015 — but his first-inning recovery and eventual baffling of 
Indians hitters served as a rude reminder. 
 
That said, Richards was helped out on a number of those whiffs, with the majority of those swinging-strikes coming on pitches out of the zone. 
One look at his pitch chart shows just how filthy that slider and curve were. 
 
 
 
104.5 mph: That was the exit velocity of Shohei Ohtani's drive over the right-field wall, his first homer in the majors. While Ohtani's drive actually 
cleared the fence, two of the Angels' five homers didn't, but they did land above the new yellow line that sits just below the out-of-town 
scoreboard. Last year, those hits would have gone for doubles off the 18-foot wall. This year, those balls are now homers, and everything in the 
air to right-center feels like it's got a chance to kiss the wall above the new eight-foot boundary. Fly ball pitchers, consider yourself warned. 
 
Oh, and as for the two-way star? Ohtani, the Angels' DH Tuesday night, finished 3-for-4 with the homer and two singles. Not bad for a guy said 
to be a work in progress at the plate. 
 
Q&A: Carl Willis on working with Trevor Bauer, Mike  Clevinger's growth and his pitching philosophies 
By Zack Meisel 5h ago  1   
ANAHEIM, Calif. — The Indians’ pitching staff doesn’t need much babysitting. 
 
Corey Kluber can dazzle on the mound without being micromanaged in the days between his starts. Carlos Carrasco, Trevor Bauer and Josh 
Tomlin have all pitched in the majors long enough to have a strong grasp on what works and what does not. 
 
Still, it has been a busy two months for Carl Willis, the new overseer of the Indians’ stout staff. He spent the spring learning his hurlers’ quirks 
and personalities. He mapped out schedules for each pitcher to gear up for the regular season. 
 
Really, everything was unfolding smoothly for Willis and his group until Tuesday night, when the Angels teed off on Tomlin & Co. to the tune of 
13 runs. Tomlin said he wasn’t mechanically sound, and when he missed (which was often), the ball either wound up over the heart of the plate 
or far from the hitter’s temptation zone. 
 
“It wasn’t vintage Tomlin, that’s for sure,” Terry Francona said. 
 
A few hours before Tomlin’s nightmarish outing, Willis held court with The Athletic and MLB.com in a wide-ranging interview about his 
acclimation to the new gig, his dealings with Bauer and his philosophies on pitching. 
 
One early conclusion from the manager: The two have seamlessly developed a strong rapport. 
 
“I think our pitchers really respect him,” Francona said. “I think his personality is the perfect personality after Mickey [Callaway], because he's so 
easy-going. Because, that's not an easy guy to follow and I think he's done a terrific job. The one thing I just love is he lives and dies with those 



pitchers and they know it, even after [five] games and spring training. I know he talked to the pitchers that first day [of spring] and I think he 
thought I was giving him shit, because I told him, 'Man, I got chills.' I think he thought I was getting on him, but I wasn't. I was serious.” 
 
Here’s the conversation with Willis. 
 
What has it been like getting to know Trevor Bauer a little bit? He’s a guy who has been outspoken on his pitching theories. What has it been 
like working with him this spring and sharing ideas? 
 
I can tell you it has been great. He has been very open. We talked from the beginning — I know he has different ideas. They aren’t things that 
he just pulled out of the clouds. He does research. He finds things that he feels can apply to him to make him better. Some of those things, I’m 
learning. I told him: ‘I want to learn. I want to talk to you about them, because I want to be able to understand.’ But at the same time, I said, ‘I’m 
going to have ideas, things that I think could help you. Take them for what they’re worth. I’m not pulling things out of the clouds, either. If I say 
something, it’s something I thought about.’ Quite frankly, I told him, ‘If you want to tell me to go shit in my hat, then that’s fine. Just don’t make a 
production out of it in front of everybody.’ 
 
To this point, our relationship has been great. It’s been very open. I feel like there’s a lot of trust that is developing. He’s been a joy to work with 
at this point. I was never really around him much other than in 2015 a bit, when I was going to Columbus. In talking to the rest of the staff and 
talking to Tito, I think it’s a credit to Trevor. I think he’s opened up a lot more and is willing not only to communicate a little more about his ideas, 
but be willing to listen as well. That’s totally a credit to him. 
 
One thing he has said in the past is, when he hears someone tell him something, he wants to know the “why.” Is that what he’s stressed to 
you? 
 
He didn’t really stress that to me, but it’s kind of what I was trying to tell him in regards to, if I say something, I’ve thought it out. I’m not just 
hoping that this is right or that this will help. Honestly, the interesting thing is, while his delivery looks a little different than everyone else’s, I 
think a lot of the things he talks about, when he talks about his shoulder and hip connection and what he’s trying to feel, they’re really the same 
things that everyone’s trying to feel. He just uses a different terminology and there’s maybe a little different science behind it that he backs it up 
with, whereas we’re more baseball [lingo]. He has other things he can get behind. Hey, that works for me. Really, it doesn’t matter to me. It’s 
what works for him. He’s the one we’re counting on to go out and perform. 
 
 
Trevor Bauer logged five innings in his season debut Sunday in Seattle. (Joe Nicholson/USA Today Sports) 
Did your first spring in this role go as smoothly as you thought it would? 
 
I will say, it was much more comfortable for me to come here having relationships with the front office, a bit with Tito. I had never worked with 
the staff, but I knew them. [Mike] Sarbaugh, I worked with in the minor leagues. Having a little bit of knowledge about the pitchers, having been 
around them briefly, there was a bit of comfort right away. Now, we’re still getting to know each other and, honestly, it’s become a lot easier as 
we got down toward the end of spring training, when I’m not overwhelmed with trying to make sure 28 guys all get in the game and get their 
appropriate opportunity. It’s really picked up here in the last couple weeks. They’ve been great. They’ve been open. I’ve probably asked them 
more questions than they have asked me, but again, it’s about them. I want them to be comfortable and I want to know what makes them tick. 
I’m very happy with how it’s going right now and I’ll say again, it’s a credit to them and their openness to me. 
 
Have you been with a staff that watches each other throw bullpen sessions on their side days? What does that say to you? 
 
They care about each other. They’re accountable for each other. I’ve always felt this — obviously, I am accountable for the pitching staff. 
However, anything that Corey Kluber would say to Trevor Bauer or Trevor Bauer would say to Corey Kluber during a bullpen is probably going 
to go beyond anything I could say, because those two guys are out there competing against the opposition and going through the same feelings 
and everything else. I love it, because we’re all here to help each other and they can help each other and sometimes they help each other more 
than a coach can, just because, while we’re in it with them every pitch, the other guys, they’re experiencing it as well every day. So, I love it. I 
think it’s great. 
 
When you look at the Boston staff you had and Cleveland, too, both of those teams were among the leaders in curveball/off-speed usage. A lot 
of that depends on the personnel you have. 
 
Absolutely. 
 
How much do you buy into the theory of throwing your best pitch the most often? 
 
I think it’s what works. You look at someone like Kluber and you talk about the best pitch being the breaking ball. You also can talk about how 
well he commands his fastball. He commands his cutter. So, it’s not only that best pitch. Maybe it’s heavy as far as usage goes, but it’s being 
able to execute those other pitches to keep that pitch effective and have the hitter not just sit on it. It’s funny, I talked to Mickey [Callaway] two 
years ago. We were talking in Boston about the Cleveland staff and the high usage of breaking balls and it became, ‘Well, that’s their 
philosophy. They’re teaching these guys these sliders.’ And I’m talking to Mickey about it and he laughed and he goes, ‘No, that’s what they 
throw.’ Sure, they did develop [pitches] as they came through the minor-league system. You can have 12 philosophies, because you’re 



basically working off each individual’s strength. But I do believe, and I think with today’s game offensively, hitters trying to hit homers, lift the ball 
— there’s something to be said. I think we saw it in Seattle. You have to be nasty from Pitch 1. You can’t just throw a fastball and think you’re 
going to get ahead. They’ll do damage. 
 
Was Mike Clevinger’s outing [against the Angels] a glimpse of how you hope he can perform over the long haul? 
 
I am so impressed with his stuff. I saw him in 2014. I was a special assistant. His stuff has picked up. I think now it’s a matter of him having a 
purpose for each pitch, a command of each pitch. He has so much energy and so much electricity to his stuff that sometimes watching him in 
spring training, it felt like, ‘He’s just getting it and he just wants to throw it forward as hard as he can, but without any purpose.’ We just talked 
about keeping the energy in his body, but trying to slow his mind down a little bit and have a purpose with each pitch. Throw it aggressively, but 
maybe try to narrow down the area you’re trying to throw it to, as opposed to just in the strike zone. I thought he did a really good job of that. 
 
That [Mike] Trout at-bat, he blew him away with three straight fastballs. 
 
Oh, yeah. And another thing — I loved the changeup to Albert Pujols. Look, it takes a lot of courage sometimes to throw that pitch to that guy, 
knowing that if you miss up over the plate with it, he’s probably going to do damage. He had no reservations of making that pitch and he 
executed it perfectly. 
 
Are you and Francona on the same wavelength yet? 
 
Yeah. For me personally, it was very interesting [Monday] night. I like to sit during the game. I sat in Seattle. And he likes to stand, so we're 
always at arm's length, so to speak. But here is the only place I always stand [near the dugout steps], so we stood there all night and we had 
some really interesting conversations about baseball, about life, watching the game, while we were watching the game. And I loved that, 
because look, once the game starts, we never leave the field. We never leave the heartbeat. I never leave the heartbeat of the pitcher and 
watching the pitcher and trying to analyze the game and look forward. But, at the same time, sometimes that can overtake you. He's just so 
relaxed. He doesn't miss a thing, but yet, he can break the tension at times, and I think that's important. And I think it's really important that 
players see that as well, because you want your players to play loose. And if they see us tight, it's going to transcend over to them. So, it's been 
really good. 
 
What has the dynamic been like working with [bullpen coach] Scott Atchison and [staff assistant] Brian Sweeney? 
 
It's been really good. I think it's been really good, again, for me, in the fact that Atch has been here for a few years. He pitched with some of 
these guys, so he already has a certain amount of relationships. That's been really good. I came in and, obviously, I have my own ideas about 
things, but with the success of the pitching staff here, you don't want to come in and change a lot. So, it was really good for me to spend time 
with Atch, just to see how some things were done in terms of timing of advance meetings and things of that nature, to try to keep the same 
schedule, if you will, day in, day out, as to what had been done in the past and worked. 
 
And then Brian, I mean, he's going to be a star. He's passionate about his job. He's passionate about pitching. He's done advance work before. 
He's trying to stay a series ahead, so that once I start my work, he's already done the work. I can do it and then I can grab his notes, compare. 
So far, we've pretty much been on the same wavelength and seeing the same things, which I think, it's not rocket science, but you learn what 
you're looking for and, if you're doing it right, you're going to see the same thing. So, it just gives you a little more, I guess, confidence in what 
you've seen if somebody else sees the same thing. So, it's been really good. I feel like we're very, very well prepared. 
 
Where does Danny Salazar stand in his recovery? 
 
He's obviously in Goodyear. I think he's thrown three bullpens now. He's still making his way back. He's still making progress. We don't really 
have a timetable on it. We have kind of a tentative calendar, but in the early process of him returning to the mound, we still have to see how he 
recovers after each time on the mound. So, we can't necessarily hold him strict to those dates until we get a little further out with his bullpens. 
But, he's continuing to progress at this point. 
 
Stark: The Useless Opening Week Information Dept. 
By Jayson Stark 31m ago  6   
Is there anything better than the first week of the baseball season – assuming you don’t live in the Midwest or the Northeast, or assuming you 
try not to leave the house if you do? 
 
But as I was saying, is there anything better than the first week of the baseball season? We saw a Panik attack in San Francisco. We saw one 
44-year-old (Ichiro) rob a home run and get an infield hit in the same game. And we saw another 44-year-old (Bartolo Colon) do those Bartolo-
paloozan things he does. It’s a beautiful thing, ladies and gentlemen. 
 
So let’s take a fun look at some of our favorite wackiness from Week One: 
 
BARTOLO-MANIA 
 
Where should we begin? Heh-heh. There’s only one place to begin. With Bartolo-mania. Where else? 



Bartolo Colon – all 44 years, 313 days and 347 pounds of him – started a baseball game this week. In the big leagues. How entertaining is 
that? We find this fun because … 
 
— This was the 11th team – the 11th – this guy has started a game for. Here’s your complete list of pitchers who started a game for that many 
teams since 1900: 
 
Mike Morgan 12 
Bartolo Colon 11 
 
So our man Bartolo is now one team short of history? Wow. Can we get him traded to, say, the Brewers immediately (so we can also get to see 
him hit, of course). 
— Have you noticed Bartolo has been around a while? Since the day he made his first start, on April 4, 1997, an incredible 1,650 other pitchers 
have started a game in the big leagues. That’s enough to fill a rotation for 330 teams! 
 
— This is Bartolo’s 20th season in the big leagues. He now plays on the same team as Adrian Beltre, who is in his 21st season. How long have 
those two been going at it? Colon has faced Beltre while wearing the uniforms of nine different teams. 
 
— Bartolo pitched Monday at the Coliseum in Oakland – for the 38th time. How long ago was his first start there (on July 31, 1998)? In that 
game, he opposed: 
 
Rickey Henderson – who retired 15 years ago. 
A.J. Hinch – who retired 14 years ago and is now on his second managing job. 
Matt Stairs – who played for 11 teams himself after that and has now been a hitting coach for two different clubs. 
Tom Candiotti – who just started his 18th season as a broadcaster! 
 
— And the very best part of Colon’s start Monday was that it was also the best start by a Ranger all season. The only other right-handed non-
knuckleballers in the last 40 years to throw at least six innings of one-run (or no-run) baseball at Bartolo’s age (or older): 
 
Roger Clemens…Nolan Ryan…Gaylord Perry. 
 
Bartolo-mania. May it last another 21 seasons. 
 
THE OHTANI WATCH! 
 
It gives me chills just to type this: In his first trip to the plate in Anaheim of his lifetime, Shohei Ohtani hit a home run Tuesday. Seriously. In real 
life. 
 
He did this two days after spending his Sunday afternoon as a starting pitcher. And winning, naturally. 
 
Take a second to digest that, friends, because not many living humans have ever seen anything like it. I say that for two reasons: 
 
—According to Stats LLC, he’s the first man to win a game as a starting pitcher and then hit a home run, while starting as a non-pitcher, in a 
mere 98 years! The guy who did it back on June 13-14, 1921? C’mon, gang. Who else? It was George H. (Bambino) Ruth. 
 
On the 13th, Ruth twirled five innings against the Tigers, hit third, homered twice and then moved to center field after he left the mound. On the 
14th, he started in center, hit third again and bopped two more homers. Ah, those were simpler times. 
 
But here’s something Ruth never did (as far as we know): He never threw a baseball 100 freaking miles an hour. Granted, Statcast data was a 
little sketchy back then. But we’re still fairly confident of that. 
 
Ohtani, on the other hand, had three pitches clocked at 100 mph Sunday. And that elevates him into one of baseball’s most exalted groups – 
the 100/4-Bagger Club. With the gracious help of Sports Info Solutions, I’ve assembled this list of every pitcher in the last 10 seasons to throw 
multiple pitches at 100 mph and go deep: 
 
Noah Syndergaard 
Stephen Strasburg 
Gerrit Cole 
Matt Harvey 
Andrew Cashner 
Michael Lorenzen 
The late, great José Fernández 
 
And Shohei Ohtani. Tremendous. 
STRANGE BUT TRUE FEATS OF THE FIRST WEEK 



It just about defies comprehension that … 
 
—  Dee Gordon hit a home run before Aaron Judge. 
—  Luke Maile stole a base before Dee Gordon. 
— Pedro Florimón (not a pitcher) made it to the mound before Gerrit Cole (definitely a pitcher). 
— The Phillies brought in a relief pitcher (Hoby Milner) who was chilling in the bullpen in his warmup jacket when his manager (Gabe Kapler) 
got to the mound. 
— Edwin Encarnación hit an inside-the-park homer. (Tim Raines hit exactly one of those in his whole career.) 
— The Giants scored two runs, total, in a four-game series in Dodger Stadium – and didn’t even lose the series (splitting it, of course, thanks to 
Joltin’ Joe Panik). 
— And George Springer led off his second consecutive Opening Day with a home run – which is cool for many reasons, not the least of which 
is that Rickey Henderson never led off any Opening Days with a home run. 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR DEPARTMENT 
— The Giants never won a 1-0 game all last season. Two games into this season, they’d already won two 1-0 games 
— In a related development, Clayton Kershaw hadn’t lost a 1-0 game in any of his last 144 starts (covering five full seasons). So what did he do 
on Opening Day? Lose a 1-0 game to those very same Giants. 
— Nick Markakis hit no home runs in spring training – and, until Opening Day, had more career homers (165) than any National Leaguer who 
had never hit a walkoff. So what did he do on Opening Day? Crank a walkoff homer against the Phillies. What else? 
— No pitcher hit three batters in the first inning of a game all last year. So what did Marlins starter José Ureña do in the first inning that any 
team played this season? Plunk three Cubs hitters. Naturally. 
— Gerrit Cole got 21 swings and misses in his first start as an Astro. Want to guess how many times he got that many swings and misses in 
any of his 127 starts as a Pirate? Right. That would be zero. 
— Adam Eaton went 5-for-5 in his second game with the Nationals. So how many times did he get five hits in his 433 games with the White 
Sox? You’ve got it. Nada. 
— Kenta Maeda spun off the Dodgers’ first 10-strikeout game of the year. And how many double-digit strikeout games did he have last year? 
Yup. Not a one. 
— In his very first Opening Day as a Yankee, Giancarlo Stanton thundered two home runs. He played in seven Opening Days as a Marlin – and 
hit a grand total of one home run (in 29 trips to the plate). 
— Matt Davidson and Tim Anderson combined for zero multi-homer games for the White Sox last year. So what happened on Opening Day this 
year? Davidson hit three homers and Anderson hit two. Of course they did. 
— In another related development, the White Sox hit six home runs in Kansas City on Opening Day. And how many times did any team hit six 
in a game at Kaufmann Stadium last year? Right you are. That would be zilch. 
— And the Rays didn’t win a single game all last season when they trailed by four runs or more at any point. They went into the eighth inning on 
Opening Day trailing the Red Sox by four, and guess what happened? They scored six in the eighth to win. Because (repeat after me) it isn’t 
last year anymore. 
USELESS INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 
 
— Distinguished gentlemen who never had a two-homer, eight-RBI game as a Yankee: Ruth, Mantle, Maris, Reggie, Berra, Winfield, Jeter. 
 
The Yankee who did have one of those games this week: Didi Gregorius. Wow. 
 
— Here’s to the Nationals’ A.J. Cole for providing the box-score line of the week: 
 
3 2/3 IP, 10 H, 10 R, 10 ER, 3 BB, 4 K, 2 HR … and meanwhile at the plate, he also hit a home run. 
 
A hearty “gracias” to my friend, Doug (Kernels) Kern, for unearthing the answer to the Last Man to Hit a Bomb While Giving Up 10 research 
project. It was Zack Greinke, on June 10, 2005. 
 
Greinke did that as a member of the Royals, by the way. On a night when he gave up 15 hits and 11 runs. And hit the home run when he was 
allowed to bat in the fifth inning even though his team was down by six runs. Chances of any of that happening in 2018? Zero. 
 
—Then there was that insane Cardinal-Brewers game Tuesday – the first game in history, according to Stats, in which the first two batters and 
last two batters homered. 
 
The Cardinals hadn’t kicked off a game with back-to-back homers in 60 years! Curt Flood and Gene Freese pulled that off the last time, with 
home runs off a young, not yet omnipotent Sandy Koufax, on Aug. 17, 1958. 
 
And the Brewers hadn’t strung together a game-tying homer and walkoff homer with two outs in the ninth in 33 years – since Paul Molitor and 
Ted Simmons did it on April 25, 1985. 
 
So what were the odds of both of those things happening in the same game? Heck, you’d have a better shot at winning the Mega Millions. 
 



— It took 43 innings this year for any Giant not named Joe Panik to either drive in or score a run. This is a team whose Opening Day lineup, not 
counting Panik, is earning $104.5 million this season, by the way. 
 
— The Phillies became the first team ever to make 18 pitching changes in the first three games of a season. And they’re up to 22 after four 
games. If they could somehow keep up this pace, they’d go to their bullpen 891 times this season. Which would break their team record (506) 
by nearly 400! The record for any team is 607 (by the 2016 Dodgers). In other words, they can’t keep this up. 
 
— Giancarlo Stanton got 27 at-bats against the Brewers last year and hit no home runs. Cardinals pitcher Miles Mikolas, just back in the States 
from Japan, got three at-bats against the Brewers on Monday and got to show off his home run trot after the second pitch he swung at this 
season. 
 
— A salute to the Royals for the transaction of the year Monday. They claimed Abraham Almonte from the Indians – and designated Miguel 
Almonte for assignment to clear space for him on their 40-man/one-Almonte-at-a-time roster. They were the only two Almontes in the big 
leagues on Opening Day. We can only assume Danny Almonte was in hiding in Williamsport at the time. 
 
— And thanks to Christopher Kamka for uncovering Mitch Williams’ favorite starting pitching matchup of all time – No. 99 in your program, 
Taijuan Walker, versus the other No. 99 in your program, Hyun-Jin Ryu, on Monday. It was the first game in history featuring two starting 
pitchers wearing No. 99. Which makes it a record destined never to be broken – unless the Yankees and Dodgers someday retire about 80 
numbers apiece. 
Angels put Matt Shoemaker on the 10-day disabled li st because of forearm strain 

By JEFF MILLER 

Just six days into a season dependent on a healthy rotation, the Angels placed No. 2 starter Matt Shoemaker on the 10-day disabled list. 

The right-hander has a strained forearm that he said felt "pretty similar" to the injury that ended his 2017 season in mid-June. 

Though that sounds ominous, Shoemaker explained that he was optimistic this issue could be something no more significant than perhaps scar 
tissue. 

"The concern isn't necessarily that high," he said. "I just want to get it fixed and be ready to go." 

Shoemaker is scheduled to undergo tests to determine the severity of something he said he first felt toward the end of his 5 2/3-inning start 
Saturday in Oakland. 

Initially, the discomfort was so minor that Shoemaker dismissed it. Later that night and into Sunday, he said his forearm "felt definitely worse," 
causing the team's medical personnel to become involved. 

"I'm more frustrated than anything," Shoemaker said. "The last two days have been pretty tough. It's like, 'Why am I having this feeling again?' " 

He made only 14 starts last season because of radial nerve compression in his right forearm. Shoemaker underwent surgery in August but 
returned to pitch in the Angels' instructional league in October and reported no problems through spring training. 

The team opened the season with Andrew Heaney on the disabled list because of elbow inflammation. 

Heaney is scheduled to throw 80-90 pitches in a minor league game Friday and could be ready to make his 2018 debut with the Angels after 
that outing. 

Parker Bridwell was recalled from triple-A Salt Lake to replace Shoemaker on the roster and as the Angels' starter Friday at home against 
Oakland. 

JC Ramirez will start Saturday, followed on Sunday by Shohei Ohtani, who will be making his Angel Stadium debut as a pitcher. 

The Angels acquired right-handed pitcher Akeel Morris from Atlanta in exchange for cash or a player to be named. Morris, 25, has appeared in 
nine big-league games in parts of two seasons. He was optioned to Salt Lake. 

To make room on the 40-man roster, the Angels designated for assignment pitcher Troy Scribner. 

Catcher Martin Maldonado didn't start Tuesday against the Cleveland Indians, but manager Mike Scioscia said that was the Angels' plan 
entering this series and was not related to Maldonado getting hit by a pitch in the hand Monday. 
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Shohei Ohtani belts first major league homer in Angel s’ victory 

By JEFF FLETCHER | jlfletcher@scng.com | Orange County Register 

ANAHEIM — In a span of two days, Shohei Ohtani made this seemingly impossible challenge feel … possible. 

Just over 48 hours after Ohtani The Pitcher had a breakthrough performance, Ohtani The Hitter delivered a three-run homer as part of three-hit 
game. 

After the Angels celebrated their 13-2 victory over the Cleveland Indians on Tuesday night, players were still marveling at what this 23-year-old 
is doing. 

The skeptics, many of whom became emboldened during a spring training in which Ohtani’s results weren’t matching his promise, have been 
quieted significantly in the last few days. 

Ohtani pitched six innings to pick up the victory on Sunday, retiring 14 of the last 15 hitters after all three runs came on one bad pitch. 



Then on Tuesday, in his first game at Angel Stadium, he belted a homer and then blistered two other singles. He’s now 4 for 9 in two games as 
the team’s designated hitter. 

Afterward, Ohtani humbly suggested the wind helped his first career homer reach the seats, and he acknowledged that two games proves little. 

“What matters more is what happens after today,” Ohtani said in Japanese. “It’s fine when I’m able to take my own swing, but as I face more 
pitchers and I’m not able do that, that’s when I have to step up to the next level. Today was great, but I look forward to preparing for my next 
game.” 

Ohtani’s teammates – who gave him the traditional silent treatment after his first homer – could not be more thrilled with what’s happened. 

“There are a lot of unwanted and unnecessary negative comments about his game,” Ian Kinsler said. “He didn’t have a chance to prove himself. 
It’s a lot of fun to see something like that from a guy who has a huge spotlight on him and obviously doesn’t let it bother him. He’s played 
extremely well the first week of the season. It’s real exciting to see.” 

Justin Upton referred to Ohtani’s moment on Tuesday as both “ridiculous” and “awesome.” 

Even though the Angels have had more than seven weeks together to get used to the idea of a player who pitches and hits, Upton said it’s “still 
pretty special what he’s doing. We’re going to enjoy watching.” 

Ohtani, performing under the spotlight of two countries watching his every move, had shown no signs of frustration, and no lack of confidence 
as his results in spring training prompted some outsiders to wonder if he was up to this challenge. 

Spring training, as the Angels said to whoever would listen, doesn’t count. 

Upon beginning the regular season, with his leg kick reduced to a toe tap, Ohtani had managed a hit in his first at-bat on opening day. Then he 
took four days off without seeing a live pitch, a necessary hiatus to focus on pitching. 

Indians righty Josh Tomlin was waiting for him when he finally got into the batter’s box again on Tuesday night, with the bases loaded in a 2-2 
game in the first inning. Tomlin uncorked a wild pitch that pushed home the go-ahead run. 

He was ahead of Ohtani, 1-and-2, and then he threw him a curveball, the type of pitch that seemed to give Ohtani trouble in spring training. 

This time, Ohtani crushed it. The ball rocketed off his bat at 105 mph, carrying 397 feet and dropping just into he seats over the right-field fence. 
The Angel Stadium crowd erupted as Ohtani circled the bases. 

He then stepped into the dugout and got the customary silent treatment, with his teammates feigning disinterest in his accomplishment. Ohtani 
seemed to appreciate the joke for a moment. He raised his hands as if to high-five invisible teammates. 

Finally, the Angels relented and mobbed him, slapping him on the back and helmet. He then stepped out of the dugout to acknowledge the 
curtain call. 

“I was really happy,” Ohtani said. “It was great that I was able to hit my first home run at home and during a winning game.” 

Meanwhile, the milestone ball ended up in the hands of 33-year-old Indians fan Chris Incorvaia, who immediately stuck it in the glove of 9-year-
old Matthew Gutierrez. 

“He’s an Angels fan; I’m an Indians fan; I knew he would appreciate it a lot more,” said Incorvaia, who later met Ohtani, along with Gutierrez 
and his father. 

They handed him the ball from the first of his three hits on Tuesday. 

Ohtani added line-drive singles in two of his next three trips to the plate, including a 112.8-mph laser that was the Angels’ hardest hit ball since 
last August. 

“I think that Shohei put on a display of the type of talent he has tonight,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “He showed the power and the ability to 
square up a baseball. He had a great night for us.” 

It was a pretty great night for many Angels, in stark contrast to the dreary 6-0 loss in the home opener on Monday. 

The Angels hit five homers, including one by Mike Trout. It was the first ball to hit the portion of the right field wall that was in play before the 
club added a yellow line to make the park less pitcher-friendly. 

Luis Valbuena and Upton also hit homers. René Rivera had a homer, also just over the yellow line, that was part of a four-RBI night. Albert 
Pujols had two more hits, climbing within 27 hits of 3,000. 

The Angels pitchers combined to hold the Indians to just one hit, a Jose Ramírez two-run homer in the first inning against Garrett Richards. 
After that, Richards struck out nine on his way to 5-2/3 strong innings. His new curveball was effective enough that he threw 24 of them among 
his 102 pitches. 

“If I can throw that pitch for a strike, it opens up a lot of different possibilities for me from at-bat to at-bat,” he said. 

Richards responded from a sloppy first inning to strike out the side in the second, his emotions perhaps bolstered by the energy in the stadium 
from the Ohtani homer that gave the Angels a 6-2 lead. 

“It was cool,” Richards said. “He’s a young kid. He’s got a lot on his shoulders. A lot of expectations. It was good to watch him go out and have 
fun and produce a little bit.”Orange County Register LOADED: 04.04.2018 

It's a special moment for Shohei Ohtani as he clubs h is first home run at Angel Stadium 

By DYLAN HERNANDEZ 

The stadium looked half empty, as was the case many times here last year and the year before that. 

Only this wasn't the same place. There was a previously undetectable electricity, an unmistakable excitement. 



Shohei Ohtani made Angel Stadium the place to be Tuesday night, a miracle last performed when the Rally Monkey first appeared on the video 
scoreboard here almost two decades ago. 

A week after he singled in his first major league at-bat and two days after he won his first major league game as a pitcher, Ohtani stepped into 
the batter's box of his new home stadium for the first time. 

He homered. 

The three-run homer against Cleveland Indians starter Josh Tomlin was produced by the most elegant of left-handed strokes, a first-inning line 
drive that sailed into the sea of outstretched hands in the right field stands. 

By the end of the Angels' 13-2 victory, Ohtani had three hits, each of them struck with a shocking degree of violence. 

Somehow, through all of this, Ohtani has managed to radiate the innocent enthusiasm of a boy from rural Japan. In that regard, his teammates 
have helped. 

After circling the bases and touching home, Ohtani returned to the bench to find the other Angels doing what baseball players do these days 
when a player hits his first home runs: Their eyes were on the field and their backs were turned to him. 

"I didn't really know," Ohtani said in Japanese. "But when I got there, I thought, 'I wonder if it's something like that …' " 

Ohtani raised his arms and celebrated on his own, then reached over to his right and embraced Ian Kinsler from behind. Kinsler returned the 
embrace. In an instant, Ohtani was mobbed. 

Ohtani high-fived Mike Trout and smiled. 

"I was happy," Ohtani said. 

There was another welcome-to-the-team experience after the game. As a completely unsuspecting Ohtani was conducting a postgame 
interview on the field, Kole Calhoun sneaked up behind him and emptied a cooler full of ice water on him. 

"I had seen the ice water on television before," Ohtani said. "It was good. He got me, but it made me really happy." 

The three-hit night included a second-inning single, a line drive that powered through the outstretched glove of second baseman Jason Kipnis. 
His third hit came in the eighth inning on another line drive, this one to center. 

Ohtani was nonchalant about his achievements, but they were historic by nature. Before him, the last player to win a game as a pitcher and hit 
a first-inning home run within the next two days was Babe Ruth, who did it on June 13-14, 1921. The last rookie with three or more hits and one 
or more wins in his team's first six games of a season was Dutch Stryker of the 1924 Boston Braves. 

So much for an adjustment period. So much for how he looked in spring training. 

Only seven days ago, skeptical observers were counting down to when Ohtani would be demoted to triple-A Salt Lake or forced to abandon 
hitting. 

Common sense dictated that it was hard enough to only pitch or only hit in the major leagues, that it was impossible to do both, that a hitter 
couldn't develop any rhythm when limited to a handful of at-bats every week. 

Except conventional wisdom isn't applicable to every situation, to every person. 

Ohtani could be the outlier. He certainly is physically. 

He stands 6 feet 4. He throws a baseball faster than any player on the team. In batting practice, he hits them farther than anyone too. 

And if Ohtani isn't the fastest runner on the team, he's a close second to Trout. 

Even in the company of the top baseball players on the planet, he's a physical freak. He's the pitcher with a beard in Little League. He's the 13-
year-old kid who can already dunk. He's a drug-free Josh Hamilton. 

Observe him throwing and hitting for a while, listen to how his former instructors in Japan talk about his intelligence, take in how Mike Scioscia 
and others on the Angels describe his work habits, and performances like his on Tuesday start to feel inevitable, if not like the start of 
something more. 

As for how he managed to develop timing at the plate without hitting in games, Ohtani said, "The games in which I pitch are part of my sense of 
rhythm. It's not something I just started." 

The questions now about the possibilities: How many more games can Ohtani win? How many more home runs can he hit? How far will he hit 
them? 

Ohtani will be the team's designated hitter again Wednesday. 
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