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• Cubs.com, Cubs move Hyde from 1B to bench coach 

http://m.cubs.mlb.com/news/article/261160232/cubs-move-brandon-hyde-from-1b-to-bench-coach/ 
 
• Chicago Sun-Times, Brandon Hyde returns to bench-coach duties for Cubs  

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/brandon-hyde-returns-to-bench-coach-duties-for-cubs/ 
 
• Chicago Tribune, Cubs should focus on re-signing Wade Davis, let Jake Arrieta walk 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-jake-arrieta-wade-davis-sullivan-20171109-
story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs promote Brandon Hyde to bench coach, “have to listen” to trade offers 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-brandon-hyde-20171109-story.html 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Jason Heyward is just the beginning of wild trade-rumor season for Cubs 
http://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/jason-heyward-just-beginning-wild-trade-rumor-season-cubs 

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Cubs expect David Ross to take on bigger role next season as Brandon Hyde shifts to 

bench coach 
http://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/cubs-expect-david-ross-take-bigger-role-next-season-brandon-
hyde-shifts-bench-coach-maddon-hoyer-astros 

 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs move Hyde from 1B to bench coach 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Brandon Hyde will return to the Cubs' dugout in 2018, switching from first-base coach to manager Joe 
Maddon's bench coach. 
 
Hyde, 44, joined the Cubs' organization in 2012 as the Minor League field coordinator and was added to the big 
league coaching staff as the bench coach for manager Rick Renteria in 2014. In '15, Maddon took over as Cubs 
manager and added Dave Martinez as bench coach and Hyde was reassigned to first-base coach. 
 
The Cubs confirmed on Thursday that Hyde was staying after several teams, including the Mets, expressed an 
interest in him. Martinez is now the Nationals' manager.  
 
The Cubs were expected to announce the rest of the 2018 coaching staff soon. Jim Hickey will take over as pitching 
coach, but that has not been officially announced by the team. Chili Davis has been named the new hitting coach, 
with Andy Haines as the assistant hitting coach and Brian Butterfield the new third-base coach. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Brandon Hyde returns to bench-coach duties for Cubs 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
The Cubs’ coaching carousel has at least one more turn to make this month before it’s done spinning. 
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Until then, Brandon Hyde moves from the first-base coaching box to the bench-coach job after rejecting a chance 
to join the Mets staff, the Cubs confirmed Thursday. 
 
Hyde, who joined the organization six years ago when the new front office took over, returns to the role he held in 
2014 on former manager Rick Renteria’s staff. 
 
He was the Cubs’ first-base coach the last three years under Joe Maddon. 
 
Hyde, who was hotly pursued by the Mets for their bench-coach job, replaces Maddon’s longtime bench coach 
Dave Martinez, who was hired last month to manage the Washington Nationals. 
 
It’s just the latest move in a staff shakeup that started with the firing of pitching coach Chris Bosio the day after the 
Cubs were eliminated from the National League Championship Series. Bosio has since been hired by the Detroit 
Tigers. 
 
The Cubs hired longtime Rays pitching coach Jim Hickey to replace Bosio, reuniting him with Maddon. 
 
Chili Davis (hitting coach) and Brian Butterfield (third base) were hired after being fired by the Red Sox, replacing 
John Mallee and Gary Jones, respectively. 
 
Minor-league hitting coordinator Andy Haines was promoted to replace former assistant hitting coach Eric Hinske, 
who left to take the hitting-coach job with the Angels. 
 
And the Cubs expect to have a new first-base coach installed in the next week or so. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs should focus on re-signing Wade Davis, let Jake Arrieta walk 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The only way up for the Cubs in 2018 is at least to make it to the World Series, and the retooling begins next week 
at the general mangers meetings in Orlando, Fla. 
 
Adding starting pitching and a closer are the focus of this offseason, which figures to be interesting after the Cubs’ 
flaws were exposed during the postseason. 
 
The first big question the Cubs face is whether it’s feasible to keep either Jake Arrieta or Wade Davis, both of 
whom received qualifying offers. Bidding wars are inevitable, and signing both seems impossible. 
 
Arrieta will get his seven-year megadeal from someone, perhaps even the Dodgers, so it’s easier to write him off. 
Thanks for the memories, Jake, and don’t forget to tweet. 
 
The Cubs’ focus should be on re-signing Davis, the best available closer on the market who will get five years and 
probably more than $70 million. 
 
The in-house options are insufficient. Carl Edwards Jr. looked shaky in the postseason, while Justin Wilson didn’t 
even make the National League Championship Series roster. No other free-agent closer is close to Davis, who is 32 
but looking for his first big payday after beginning his career as a starter. 
 
If he stays, Davis would be reunited with Jim Hickey, his former pitching coach with the Rays, for whatever that’s 
worth. Davis seemed to enjoy his season on the North Side but seldom spoke publicly about it, so who knows what 
he really thought? 
 



 
The Astros, Cardinals and Diamondbacks are among those in the market for a closer, and usually money or years 
are more important to a free agent than any relationship with a coach or a city. So expect Davis to ask for and 
receive the moon. 
 
Does he deserve the kind of deals Aroldis Chapman (five years, $86 million) or Kenley Jansen (five years, $80 
million) received last year, or something in the neighborhood of the more “modest” four-year, $62 million deal 
Mark Melancon got with the Giants? 
 
Of those three, only Jansen came close to living up to his huge contract. 
 
As good a bet as Davis seems, he did have command issues in 2017 and was overextended in the postseason, 
leading to Maddon’s series-turning decision to let John Lackey face Justin Turner in the ninth inning of Game 2 of 
the NLCS. 
 
The Cubs haven’t exactly had a strong record when it comes to giving closers multiyear deals, from Dave Smith to 
Mel Rojas to Carlos Marmol. 
 
But the alternatives to re-signing Davis aren’t exactly appetizing. 
 
Beyond Davis/Arrieta, the Cubs’ makeover technically began during the World Series when they replaced three 
coaches on Joe Maddon’s staff in awkward fashion. Chris Bosio, John Mallee and Gary Jones were all great guys 
who made major contributions to the Cubs’ 2016 championship and newfound status as a prime-time team, 
Maddon and President Theo Epstein both agreed, but new “voices” were needed to take the Cubs where they 
need to go in 2018 and beyond. 
 
Their inelegant exits figure to be long forgotten by spring training, and we’ll see if hitting coach Chili Davis can fix 
Jason Heyward’s swing and pitching coach Jim Hickey can work on Edwards’ command. 
 
Barring any major surprises, to get back to the Series the Cubs once again will have to outlast the Brewers and the 
Cardinals in the National League Central and then figure out how to beat Dave Roberts’ Dodgers and Dave 
Martinez’s Nationals in the postseason. 
 
Even if they lose both Arrieta and Davis to free agency, the Cubs can accomplish the first goal without doing much 
heavy lifting. Most of the everyday players will be back and eager to make amends for their postseason no-shows. 
 
They will get a mulligan, thanks to 2016 and a new-and-improved hitting guru in Davis. 
 
So who can knock the Cubs off their perch in the Central? 
 
The Brewers, let’s not forget, are still in rebuild mode and will be without starter Jimmy Nelson for most of the 
season. With the lowest payroll in baseball and 10th-highest attendance in 2017, they have money to spend. But 
will they significantly diverge from the prescribed course with a big free-agent signing? 
 
The Cardinals, meanwhile, are caught in the middle, refusing to rebuild despite trending downward the last two 
years. They will try to patch things up this offseason, as the White Sox did for years, before finally giving in a couple 
of years from now. 
 
The Pirates’ window is closed, or more precisely, was slammed shut while ownership dawdled. And the Reds? They 
will be the Reds. 
 
So pencil in October, no matter what changes are in store. This was a team built to contend annually, and the Cubs 
will do just that. Whatever they do this offseason, they’re probably not as far off as their postseason drubbing by 
the Dodgers suggested. 
 



 
The fallacy the Cubs lost to a far superior Dodgers team in the NLCS evaporated after the Astros solved the Los 
Angeles bullpen, including the seemingly untouchable Jansen. And somehow the Astros pitchers figured out a way 
to shut down Turner, Cody Bellinger and Yasiel Puig. 
 
The Cubs simply didn’t perform when it mattered most. Now the brain trust can relax and rebuild a staff that can 
beat the Dodgers and Nationals in October, then an American League team that’s presumably not the Astros, who 
will bear the burden of the dreaded World Series hangover. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs promote Brandon Hyde to bench coach, “have to listen” to trade offers 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Cubs have promoted first-base coach Brandon Hyde to bench coach. 
 
Cubs general manager Jed Hoyer confirmed the move, which first was reported in a tweet by Ken Rosenthal of Fox 
Sports. Hyde takes over for Dave Martinez, who left to become manager of the Nationals after three seasons as 
bench coach to Cubs manager Joe Maddon. 
 
Hyde, 44, joined the Cubs coaching staff as a bench coach in 2014 under Rick Renteria and moved to first base in 
2015 under Maddon. 
 
This will be Hyde’s third stint as a bench coach. Hyde served in the role under Jack McKeon with the Marlins in 
2011. 
 
Hyde joined the Cubs as minor-league field coordinator the following season. 
 
In an interview on “The Spiegel and Parkins Show” on WSCR-AM 670, Hoyer said Hyde had “a lot of suitors.” 
 
Hoyer added the Cubs will announce the rest of their staff hirings in the next week. The Tribune and other outlets 
confirmed two weeks ago that Jim Hickey will be the new pitching coach. 
 
In other developments, Hoyer shot down reports of a trade involving outfielder Jason Heyward, describing it as 
“made-up rumors that happen this time of the year.” 
 
“I don’t have any idea where that came from,” Hoyer said. 
 
Hoyer also confirmed the probability that the Cubs may need to trade players from their 25-man roster to acquire 
much-needed pitching, adding that several teams “like our young players.” 
 
“Our job is to do what’s best for the Cubs and our fans,” Hoyer said. “We have to listen.” 
 
Hoyer was tight-lipped when asked about the team’s interest in Japanese left-handed pitcher/outfielder Shohei 
Otani, who has yet to be posted as a free agent. 
 
“He’s super talented,” said Hoyer, who declined to comment further. 
 
The anticipated flurry of moves this offseason shouldn’t suggest the Cubs are trying to win at all costs in 2018 and 
mortgage their long-term future. 
 
“Our window is certainly not one year left,” Hoyer said. “We have a lot of control over a lot of super-talented 
players and our window is going to extend beyond next year. We have to keep that in mind as we go through it.” 
 
In assessing the coaching changes, Hoyer praised departing coaches Chris Bosio, John Mallee and Gary Jones. 
 



 
But in assessing the dismissal of Bosio and hiring of Hickey, Hoyer said, “After six years, we sort of felt it was time 
for a change. Time for a different voice with pitching.” 
 
The purpose of hiring Chili Davis as hitting coach to replace Mallee was designed to help the young hitters with a 
two-strike approach and use the entire field. 
 
“We needed this with this young group of hitters,” Hoyer said. 
 
With the addition of Brian Butterfield as infield and third-base “teacher,” Hoyer believed the Cubs could improve 
their infield defense and polish their baserunning, which he described as “sloppier” than previous seasons. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs promote Brandon Hyde to bench coach, “have to listen” to trade offers 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
The Jason Heyward/Jeff Samardzija/Mark Melancon rumor made so little sense – and San Francisco Giants beat 
writers shot it down so quickly – that Cubs general manager Jed Hoyer didn’t feel obligated to contact the Gold 
Glove outfielder or the Excel Sports Management team that negotiated no-trade protections into his $184 million 
contract. 
 
“In that situation, no, there’s no need to,” Hoyer said Thursday on NBC Sports Chicago’s Cubs Talk Podcast. “I think 
everyone realized it was just a fabricated rumor. There are times when maybe if a deal has some real legs – and 
the player knows it has legs – that it’s worth reaching out.” 
 
But this is how the echo chamber works now, an idea floated on Twitter gets traction on social media and then 
posted on blogs and recycled on talks shows and newspaper websites and pushed into Google’s search engine. 
 
It will only get louder during next week’s GM meetings when agents and reporters stake out the lobby inside a 
luxury resort in Orlando, Florida. Given a talented roster crowded with young hitters, an obvious need for pitching, 
an aggressive front office and some financial flexibility, the Cubs will again be in the middle of the action. 
 
“One of the things we’ve talked about with all of our players is we’re in a winning time here,” Hoyer said. “We’re in 
Chicago. It’s a major market. You’re all going to get rumored in trades, and you just have to accept that. 
 
“That’s part of playing in a big market, and part of winning. If you’re in a smaller market – and not necessarily in 
that mindset – you can be a player that never has trade rumors. That’s probably not going to happen here. Our 
players have been pretty good at understanding that.” 
 
Heyward now has a World Series ring, five Gold Gloves, a .669 OPS during his two seasons as a Cub and full no-
trade rights through 2018. The Cubs essentially have three untouchables in their lineup (Anthony Rizzo, Kris Bryant 
and Willson Contreras), a middle-infield combination that would be difficult to break up (Addison Russell and Javier 
Baez) and three first-round talents repeatedly linked in trade speculation (Ian Happ, Kyle Schwarber and Albert 
Almora Jr.). 
 
“With some rare exceptions,” Hoyer said, “probably all of these guys have been rumored at some point. And I think 
that might have been a good thing for them to not freak out every time someone throws their name out there.” 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs expect David Ross to take on bigger role next season as Brandon Hyde shifts to bench coach 
By Patrick Mooney 
 



 
David Ross took on so many jobs and projects in “retirement” that the Cubs didn’t really have a chance to get him 
as their new bench coach. Plus, Brandon Hyde has already done the job and is widely respected throughout the 
organization for his straight-shooting style.   
 
That locked another piece of Joe Maddon’s staff into place for 2018, when Hyde will shift back into the dugout 
from the first base coach’s box and Ross will continue to be a special assistant in Theo Epstein’s baseball 
operations department.   
 
“I think he’s going to get more involved in that role every year,” general manager Jed Hoyer said Thursday on NBC 
Sports Chicago’s Cubs Talk Podcast. “With David, he probably wanted a more relaxing first year away from 
baseball, and to get a chance to spend more time with his family. That just didn’t happen, because he became too 
popular. 
 
“It’s his own fault, right? ‘Dancing with the Stars’ took a lot of his time – and TV stuff – so I think he’s still very 
much in that transition period.” 
 
Hyde, a farm director during the early stages of the Wrigley Field rebuild, has been a bench coach for the Florida 
Marlins (2010-11) and during Rick Renteria’s one-and-done season (2014) before Maddon became a prized free 
agent. 
 
“Grandpa Rossy” is only 40 and just a year removed from his farewell tour with the World Series champs, which 
made him an in-demand personality for ESPN and as the author of a memoir that’s in movie development.      
 
As someone with 15 years of experience as a big-league player, the catching background that allowed him to see 
the game from many angles and a comfort level in front of the cameras and around reporters, Ross has many of 
the qualities the Houston Astros and Los Angeles Dodgers saw in World Series managers A.J. Hinch and Dave 
Roberts. 
 
Ross and Hoyer caught up during the World Series in Houston. While Ross worked the event as a broadcaster, 
Hoyer showed up to represent the organization as Anthony Rizzo received the Roberto Clemente Award. 
 
“He’ll jump in with two feet here soon,” Hoyer said. “I saw him at the World Series, and that’s kind of how he 
described it. But I think right now – given his desire to spend time with his family and have a little bit of a break 
after playing – that’s kind of where he is mentally. 
 
“I respect that. When you play that long and travel that much, at some point, you want to take a rest from that.”      
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