
Edwin homers twice, but 'pen can't contain M's 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
SEATTLE -- There is an adjustment period for each bullpen around baseball at the outset of every season. That is especially the case this year 
for the Indians, who are working to figure out the alignment for the middle innings. 
 
On Sunday at Safeco Field, the Tribe's new-look bullpen hit a snag in the form of a three-run seventh inning, providing the difference in a 5-4 
loss to the Mariners. Dan Otero and Tyler Olson each surrendered home runs in the decisive frame, canceling out the impact of a two-homer 
game from slugger Edwin Encarnacion. 
"It'll take care of itself," Otero said of the team's relief roles. "Even in the last couple years, usually in the first month of the season, you get a 
feel for how you're being used and stuff like that. But, that had no effect on anything that happened today or this series, I don't think. 
 
"We'll settle in at some point. Until it does, we've just got to be ready to pitch." 
 
The biggest adjustment for the Indians right now is the absence of long-time setup man Bryan Shaw, who left via free agency for the Rockies. 
Tribe manager Terry Francona is planning on divvying up what would have been Shaw's innings among relievers like Otero, Olson, Nick Goody 
and Zach McAllister. 
 
In Saturday's 6-5 win over the Mariners, McAllister logged one shutout inning to successfully bridge the gap to relief ace Andrew Miller and 
closer Cody Allen. On Sunday, following a rocky five-inning outing from starter Trevor Bauer, Francona called upon Otero with the score caught 
in a 2-2 deadlock in the sixth. 
 
Otero got through his first inning of work unscathed, but then yielded a go-ahead home run to Dee Gordon to open the seventh. Three batters 
later, the left-handed Olson gave up a two-run shot to Mitch Haniger that pushed Seattle out front, 5-2. 
 
"We're trying to figure out the innings to get to Andrew and Cody," Francona said. "O.T. came in the first inning really well and we wanted to 
[have Olson enter to face Robinson] Cano. And Gordon, he's not known for that, but he got every bit of it, and it hurt us." 
 
Bauer walked away with a no-decision after allowing two runs on five hits in five innings, in which he struck out seven, walked three, hit a batter 
and piled up 101 pitches. Both runs came in the fifth via three doubles, including one off the bat of Kyle Seager that eluded the glove of first 
baseman Yonder Alonso to tie the game, 2-2. 
 
"I'm not too excited right now since we lost," Bauer said. "It'll be good to look at the numbers and see what everything looked like. My 
adrenaline was good and my velo was good, so I was happy about that. I can't put as many people on base, it killed my pitch count." 
 
And it forced the Indians bullpen into duty earlier than preferred. 
 
"We have confidence in all the guys down there," Bauer said. "They're going to give up runs, so it's easy to look at it and say, 'Oh, it's the first 
game and this guy that or that guy this or whatever.' But, wait a month or two or three and everyone is going to get to their level and we're going 
to have a really good bullpen." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Tough hop costs Tribe: With runners on first and second with two outs in the fifth inning, Bauer got the result he wanted. Seager pulled a pitch 
up the first-base line for what looked like an inning-ending groundout. Per Statcast™, that particular ball in play had a 9-percent hit probability, 
but it resulted in a game-changing double. The baseball struck something in the infield and shot into the air over Alonso, who stabbed at the 
ball, but could not corral it. Jean Segura scored from second and Seager wound up with an unlikely double. 
 
"Yonder said that it hit right in the hole that the runner on first was digging out to get a foothold," Bauer said. "It hit right in it and shot up. You 
can tell live, you can tell on TV that it just took a really awkward, weird bounce. Obviously, it cost a run and eight pitches and that was the end 
of the outing for me." 
 
Edwin trots twice: Francona got Encarnacion more at-bats this spring (50 in Cactus League play '18, compared to 45 in '17) in an effort to get 
the slugger's offense going. The designated hitter only hit .180 (.541 OPS) in Spring Training, but is off to a promising start. On Sunday, 
Encarnacion launched a homer against Mariners starter Mike Leake in the fourth and later added a two-run rocket shot off reliever Juan Nicasio 
in the eighth. Encarnacion hit .200 with four homers total in April last season. 
 
"That bodes well for us," Francona said of Encarnacion's performance. "Because last year was really tough sledding for him for a while. To see 
him that aggressive early on is really good." 
 
QUOTABLE 
"I thought the ball was coming out really well. He just didn't command the best. There was a lot of traffic, a lot of deep counts. But the ball's 
coming out really well, so that's good. First outing. You're at 100 after five. And it's not just that, you're showing good hitters a lot of pitches." -- 
Francona, on Bauer's outing 
 
 



"I don't feel anything. When you hit the ball like that, you don't feel anything. It's a good feeling." -- Encarnacion, asked what it felt like to hit the 
ball hard on a cold day in Seattle 
 
SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
Last season, Olson finished his first season with the Indians with a 0.00 ERA in 30 appearances (20 innings). Olson's 20 scoreless innings 
were the most in MLB history for a season in which a pitcher allowed no runs (earned or unearned). The lefty's 30 appearances were the most 
ever in a completely scoreless season in MLB history. Naturally, Olson allowed two runs in his 2018 debut for Cleveland. It marked his first runs 
allowed in the regular season in a Major League game since April 15, 2016. 
 
GORDON FLASHES HIS DEE-FENSE 
Gordon figures to hit some hiccups in his transition to center field this season for the Mariners, but the former National League Gold Glove 
second baseman is showing his range already and made a nice sliding catch in the third inning to steal a hit from Jason Kipnis. The play was 
rated a three-star catch by Statcast™, with a catch probability of just 52 percent as Gordon covered 76 feet in 4.5 seconds to make the play 
without even needing to hit his normal top-end sprint speed. 
WHAT'S NEXT 
Indians: The Indians acquired righty Mike Clevinger from the Angels in August of 2014. Four years later, Clevinger is set to make his season 
debut as Cleveland's No. 4 starter in a 10:07 p.m. ET tilt against the Angels on Monday night in Anaheim. Last season, the pitcher went 12-6 
with a 3.11 ERA for the Tribe. 
 
Mariners 5, Indians 4: 13 Walk-Off Thoughts on a ro ugh day for the bullpen, Trevor Bauer’s first outin g of the season, a bad hop 
Ohio.com by Ryan Lewis 
Here are 13 Walk-Off Thoughts after the Indians’ 5-4 loss to the Seattle Mariners at Safeco Field on Sunday. 
 
1. The Indians are three games into the season and it already feels like the fluidity of the bullpen has been covered by 1,000 angles and 
perspectives. Already, the Indians have had a win in which the bullpen order worked perfectly—one of Zach McAllister or Dan Otero or Nick 
Goody or Tyler Olson or even perhaps Matt Belisle was called upon to bridge the gap to Andrew Miller and Cody Allen—and now a loss in 
which it didn’t work out so perfectly. 
 
2. McAllister got the call on Saturday and retired the three batters he faced to get to Miller. On Sunday, it was Otero who was summoned, but 
Dee Gordon, of all hitters, ruined the party. Gordon belted a solo home run and even admired his shot for a bit. It was his 12th career homer, 
but he got enough of it to put the Mariners on top 3-2. After that, Mitch Haniger took Tyler Olson deep for a two-run home run. 
 
3. A lot has been made—too much, probably, considering the season is four days old—about how the Indians bullpen outside of Miller and 
Allen function, and how those innings left behind by Bryan Shaw are divided amongst McAllister, Otero and company. It is partially such a big 
story because much of the Indians roster is stable. This is one of the key changes, and considering this bullpen has been among the game’s 
elite for the last 1.5 seasons, it’s something to consider. 
 
4. Indians manager Terry Francona has said that there might be some fluidity to that situation in terms of the pecking order of who gets the call 
and when. Situation, past history, recent usage, the opposing lineup can all be factors. 
 
5. Said Francona after the game: “We’re trying to figure out the innings to get to Andrew and Cody. O.T. came in the first inning really well and 
we wanted to get to Cano. And Gordon, he’s not known for that, but he got every bit of it and it hurt us.” 
 
6. Everything that happens early in the season is going to be over-analyzed and probably blown out of proportion. Relievers do give up runs, 
eventually. In the Indians’ season-opening series, they have one great example of how this group can thrive and one example of when things 
didn’t go as well. So is life in baseball. 
 
7. Said Otero, who to his credit was at his locker waiting for reporters to speak with him: “Well, obviously, you guys all saw what happened. 
Gordon’s a fast runner. I fell behind 2-1. I was trying to not walk him. Obviously, you don’t want to put him on base. I made him foul off a couple 
pitches and then got to the 2-2 count and just missed location. He made me pay for it. It’s not something he probably does a lot, but you make a 
mistake in this league, they’re going to make you pay for it. He certainly did that.” 
 
8. Trevor Bauer took off the mound with a chance to show off his new slider, the pitch he essentially created like a mad scientist over the winter, 
but he didn’t have a good feel for it on Sunday. It was in the 40s in Seattle, half the temperature and climate of sunny Goodyear, Ariz. It’s also a 
pitch Bauer might continue to tinker with as the season progress. Though, he said late in the spring he felt the slider was at the same level as 
his curveball. 
 
9. Said Bauer: “It wasn’t very good today. I didn’t have a very good feel for it for the first time really in a while. I threw a couple good ones, but I 
don’t remember exactly which ones they were. I know the two strikeouts in the fourth were both siders but other than that, I don’t remember 
exactly. That one and then the Vogelbach kind of taking inside.” 
 
10. Sometimes, baseball is a beautiful game of luck and chance, even during a time in which nearly every aspect of it can be analysis and 
dissected. It has become so scientific, but there is a real beauty in it considering the randomness and chaos of every game. Like, for example, 
Bauer making the pitch that induced the ground ball he needed to get out of the inning with the Indians still ahead, which would have been 



another jam he escaped on Sunday. But, the exact spot in which the ball hopped to was the one in which Mitch Haniger had dug into, and it 
took a bad hop and careened by Yonder Alonso at first base. Just like that, it was tied, which eventually led to Gordon taking Otero deep for a 
home run and so on. 
 
11. Said Indians manager Terry Francona: “Yeah, that’s a shame, because I thought Trev did a really good job. There was a ton of traffic, but 
he got the ground ball he was desperately needing and it just hit something and went right over his head.” 
 
12. Said Bauer: “Yeah, Yonder said that it hit right in the hole that the runner on first was digging out to get a foot hold. It hit right in it and shot 
up. You can tell live, you can tell on TV that it just took a really awkward, weird bounce. Obviously it cost a run and eight pitches and that was 
the end of the outing for me.” 
 
13. As a quick personal/coverage note, I won’t be traveling to Anaheim, so Walk-Off Thoughts will be postponed until the home opener on April 
6. That is, if the snow holds off. Button up. 
 
Mariners 5, Indians 4: Indians bullpen beaten up by  Mariners in loss 

By Ryan Lewis 

SEATTLE: A cold day of frustration and a let-down in the bullpen ended with a 5-4 loss to the Seattle Mariners for the Indians Sunday at Safeco 
Field. 

The Indians took a 2-0 lead against starting pitcher Mike Leake but watched as the Mariners chipped away at their deficit and then knocked 
around their bullpen to pull away. 

Tied 2-2 with Trevor Bauer eclipsing 100 pitches through five innings, the Indians turned to Dan Otero, who is expected to step into a larger role 
this season (along with Zach McAllister, Nick Goody and Tyler Olson) with Bryan Shaw now in Colorado. 

Otero pitched a clean sixth, but an unlikely suspect powered the Mariners into the lead. Dee Gordon, who entered the game with 11 career 
home runs in eight seasons, hit a no-doubt solo home run to right field to make it 3-2. Gordon even had time to appreciate his shot before 
starting his jog. 

The Indians brought in Olson with one out, but his entrance came with few improvements. With a runner on, Mitch Haniger belted a two-run 
home run to increase the Mariners’ lead to 5-2. That home run was the first earned runs Olson has allowed with the Indians after he pitched 20 
scoreless innings in 2017. 

The Indians’ bullpen was terrific in Saturday’s win, with this being the first tough day for that unit. It will continue to be one of the more 
scrutinized areas of the club in the early going, but the Indians feel it will resemble one of the league’s best bullpens more times than not. 

“We’re trying to figure out the innings to get to Andrew and Cody,” Indians manager Terry Francona said. “OT came in the first inning really well 
and we wanted to get to [Robinson] Cano. And Gordon, he’s not known for that, but he got every bit of it and it hurt us.” 

The Indians fought back, but the Mariners’ three-run seventh inning was enough. Already with a home run that gave the Indians a 2-0 lead in 
the fourth inning, Edwin Encarnacion hit a home run to left field off Mariners reliever Juan Nicasio, a towering two-run shot that cut the lead to 
5-4. 

It was a prodigious shot, and gave Encarnacion the 29th multi-homer game of his career, but it was the last punch the Indians could muster. 

“That bodes well for us, because last year was really tough sledding for him for a while,” Francona said. “To see him that aggressive early on is 
really good.” 

Bauer allowed two runs on five hits and three walks and struck out seven in five innings. Twice, he had to pitch out of a frustrating situation. 

With two outs in the third and the Indians ahead 1-0, Bauer thought he had delivered strike three to Haniger. He had already taken a step 
toward the dugout when he froze at home-plate umpire Jim Wolf’s call. The next pitch was also borderline and called ball four, which loaded the 
bases. Bauer responded by striking out Kyler Seager to end the inning. As he bounded off the mound, Bauer repeatedly pounded his glove and 
yelled. 

Two innings later, a routine ground ball with two outs took a bad hop on Yonder Alonso at first base and got by him, allowing the tying run to 
score. Bauer was animated, as he nearly escaped another tough inning with the lead, but the funny hop — on Easter Sunday, no less — 
allowed the Mariners to tie it. Bauer ended the inning with another strikeout but the damage was done. 

“Yeah, that’s a shame, because I thought Trev did a really good job,” Francona said. “There was a ton of traffic, but he got the ground ball he 
was desperately needing and it just hit something and went right over [Alonso’s] head.” 

Leake (1-0) pitched seven innings and allowed two runs on five hits and three walks. He struck out four. Edwin Diaz pitched a perfect ninth for 
his second save of the series. 
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 Indians Spring Baseball 

By Ryan Lewis 

SEATTLE: Indians reliever Zach McAllister is just trying to keep on a straight line. And, if he can do that, he might play a key role in an Indians 
bullpen in need of relievers to play bigger roles than they did last season. 

McAllister last season had arguably the best season of his career, posting a 2.61 ERA, 1.194 WHIP and a 9.6 K/9 rate in 62 innings, although 
he did also have a 3.77 FIP. He then signed for $2.45 million this winter to avoid arbitration in his final year of eligibility. 



How the Indians split up the innings left by the departure of iron man Bryan Shaw is one of the key questions for a bullpen looking to remain 
among the game’s best. The lion’s share of those now-vacated higher-leverage innings could go to McAllister and Dan Otero, with Nick Goody 
and left-hander Tyler Olson also likely seeing an increase in workload. 

McAllister received the first call from the bullpen on Saturday to relieve Carlos Carrasco and bridge the gap to Andrew Miller and Cody Allen. 
He retired the three batters he faced and handed the ball back to Indians manager Terry Francona, who then called on Miller, just as planned. 

It seems likely that who gets that call from the bullpen first might depend on a number of factors, including situation, recent usage and past 
history. That is especially true early, as it can be a fluid situation trying to get everyone into their first game action of the season. 

“We want to make sure — not that it’s little league and everybody’s going to play — but you want to get guys in and let them get their first out of 
the way,” Francona said. “I think depending on situationally and who’s hitting, you’re going to see Otero, Goody, Mac, with Olson in the middle 
there somewhere.” 

For McAllister, who admitted it was “definitely nice to hear my name called” on Saturday, the thing he tries to keep in mind every time out is 
remaining on a straight line. It sounds simple enough, but it’s all about monitoring his direction. If he drifts toward the first-base side during his 
delivery, which is a bad habit of his, he runs into trouble. 

“I know when I’m direct, I probably say it every spring, direction for me is extremely important,” McAllister said. “I know my direction is going 
toward home plate and everything is on line and my stuff looks like a strike a lot longer and hitters have to respect that. If I start falling off to first 
base, a lot of pitches don’t look like a strike and they recognize it right away and they can give up on it because they know it’s not a strike.” 

McAllister also found some increased success with his curveball last season. According to BrooksBaseball.net, McAllister had a .206 batting 
average against his curveball, which was his best mark for that pitch in any year since he made the transition to the bullpen. 

Well, it might be a slider or it might be a curveball. McAllister doesn’t care what anyone calls it. All he cares about is that he started throwing it 
for strikes, and he was able to play off his fastball and become less predictable. 

“Even just to get ahead, and when I’m able to do that, it makes my fastball play up even better because hitters have to respect that I can throw 
my breaking ball for a strike and they can’t sit on my fastball,” he said. 

“There are situations where I’m going to rely on my fastball a lot and other times I have to get ahead with the breaking ball. Being able to do 
that gives me another weapon.” 
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Cleveland Indians, LA Angels series preview, pitchi ng matchups 

By Paul Hoynes,  

ANAHEIM, Calif. - Here is the series and pitching matchups for the series between the Indians and Angels that begins Monday night. 

Where: Angels Stadium, Monday through Wednesday. 

TV/radio: SportsTime Ohio will carry the series. ESPN will do Monday and Tuesday night's games. WTAM/1100 will broadcast Monday and 
Wednesday's games. WMMS/100.7 FM will carry Monday and Tuesday's games. 

Pitching matchups: RHP Mike Clevinger (first start) vs. RHP J.C. Ramirez (first start) Monday at 10:07 p.m.; RHP Josh Tomlin (first start) vs. 
RHP Garrett Richards (0-0, 7.20) Tuesday at 10:07 p.m. and RHP Corey Kluber (0-1, 2.25) vs. LHP Tyler Skaggs (1-0, 0.00) Wednesday at 
4:07 p.m. 

Series: The Indians went 6-0 against the Angels last season. 

Monday: Clevinger, in his first start of the season, is 2-0 with a 3.94 ERA in three starts against the team that drafted and traded him to the 
Indians. Andrelton Simmons is hitting .667 (4-for-6) against him. 

Ramirez, in his first start of the season, is 0-1 with a 3.75 ERA in five appearances against the Indians. Brandon Guyer is hitting .667 (2-for-3) 
with two RBI against him. 

Tuesday: Tomlin, making his first start of the season, is 2-2 with a 4.39 ERA in six starts against the Angels. Mike Trout is hitting .556 (5-for-8) 
with one homer and three RBI against him. 

Richards, making his second start of the season, is 1-0 with a 4.40 ERA in two starts against the Indians. Edwin Encarnacion is hitting .444 (5-
for-12) with two homers and four RBI against him. 

Wednesday: Kluber, making his second start of the season, is 2-2 with a 4.31 ERA in five starts against the Angels. Justin Upton is hitting .313 
(5-for-16) with three homers and six RBI against him. 

Skaggs, making his second start of the season, is 0-2 with a 6.23 ERA in three starts against the Indians. Guyer is hitting .880 (4-for-5) with two 
homers and five RBI against him. 

Disabled list: Indians - OF Michael Brantley (right ankle), INF Giovanny Urshela (right hamstring), LHP Ryan Merritt (left shoulder) and RHP 
Danny Salazar (right shoulder). Angels - 2B Ian Kinsler (left adductor strain), LHP Andrew Heaney (left elbow), RHP Alex Meyer (right shoulder) 
are on the disabled list. 

Next: The Indians play Kansas City in the home opener on Friday at 4:10 p.m. to start a 10-game homestand. 
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How sweet it is: Indians' Edwin Encarnacion homers twice in the Seattle cold and feels nothing 

By Paul Hoynes,  

 



SEATTLE -- The sweet spot is the sweet spot. 

It could be 90 degrees and humid in Baltimore in August. Or 47 degrees on a damp cold Easter Sunday in Seattle. When a pitch finds just the 
right spot on a hitter's bat, the hitter feels nothing. 

All that exists is just the sound of the bat sending a ball a long distance. 

If it's cold and damp, the hands don't sting. If it's hot and sticky, the hands don't slip or slide off the bat. 

There is nothing, just the internal purr of something done well. 

"It is a good feeling," said Edwin Encarnacion, in his deep voice. "I don't feel nothing. When you hit the ball like that, you don't feel nothing." 

Encarnacion hit two homers Sunday at Safeco Field. He hit them so good and so far to left field that even Ichiro Suzuki,  the 44-year-old ninja, 
could not catch them. They weren't enough to save the Indians from a 5-4 loss to the Mariners, but it was a good sign that Encarnacion is off to 
a better start than last year. 

Exit Velocity: 109 MPH 

Distance: 403 FT 

Last year was Encarnacion's first with the Indians after signing a three-year, $60 million contract. He started the year swinging hard and often 
trying to impress. Through his first 37 games, Encarnacion was hitting .198 (28-for-131) with five homers and 12 RBI. 

Some wondered if he'd lost bat speed. The Indians scoffed and said no. But privately did they have their fingers crossed? They had been 
through this with two other aging free agents in Nick Swisher and Michael Bourne. 

But Encarnacion was not an empty vessel like those two. In his last 120 games, he hit .277 (117-for-423) with 33 homers and 95 RBI. What will 
he do if he can sustain this? The Indians would love to find out. 

So would Encarnacion. 

"I feel good. It's good for me," he Encarnacion, when asked about starting faster than last year. "It's only three games, but I feel great at the 
plate. I'm seeing the ball good. I want to continue to be that consistent." 

Over the last six years no hitter in the big leagues has been as successful in hitting the ball out of the park as Encarnacion. In that time he's hit 
30 or more homers a year. 

We were hopping that @Encadwin would get to take his parrot for a walk on this Easter Sunday. 

Encarnacion got an early start on making that seven straight seasons on Sunday. He hit a leadoff homer in the fourth of Mike Leake and a two-
run homer off Juan Nicasio in the eighth. 

On the second homer, a 403-foot drive, Encarnacion was so locked in he didn't even know what kind of pitch he hit. He had to go to the video 
tape to check it out. 

"I think it was a slider," he said. "At the beginning, I thought it was a fastball, but then I saw the video and it was a slider, but it didn't do 
nothing." 

Last year Francona preached patience in April and May when Encarnacion's bat was silent. He would be a happy man if he could put the 
sermon away this year. 

"That bodes well for us, because last year was really tough sledding for him for a while," said Francona. "To see him that aggressive early on is 
really good." 

Encarnacion is not a fan of spring training. This spring, however, the Indians made sure he got more at-bats than in 2017. It was only a 
difference of five at-bats -- 45 to 50 in 2018 -- so who knows if that has anything to do with Encarnacion's quick start. 

The man called Steady Eddie was having none of it. 

"There is nothing about that," he said. "That doesn't matter if you take 100 at-bats or 20 at-bats in spring training. The only difference you're 
going to do is here in the big leagues and the adjustments you need to do. So, that's the only difference you can have, when you play here in 
the big leagues." 

He said he does feel more comfortable with the Indians. 

"It's a lot different now. This is my second year now," he said. "You get to know everyone and everybody gets to know me and now we're going 
to have fun and play some games." 

Sweet. 
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Seattle Mariners power past Cleveland Indians, 5-4,  as bullpen fails late 

By Paul Hoynes,  

SEATTLE -- Tyler Olson made history last year by not allowing a run in what constituted his season -- 20 innings in 30 appearances. 

If that was a burden, it has now been lifted. 

Mitch Haniger hit a two-run homer Sunday off Olson in his first appearance of the season as Seattle came from behind to beat the Indians, 5-4, 
at Safeco Field. 

The Indians had a some problems Sunday. Trevor Bauer wasn't sharp, their relievers kept giving up home runs and they couldn't get Edwin 
Encarnacion to the plate enough. 



Bauer, who threw more innings than any big-league pitcher in spring training, lasted just five innings in his first start of the season. Dan Otero 
started the seventh in a 2-2 game by giving up a homer to Dee Gordon. Last year Gordon hit two homers in 653 at-bats for the Marlins. 

"Gordon's a fast runner," said Otero (0-1). "I fell behind 2-1. I was trying to not walk him. Obviously, you don't want to put him on base. I made 
him foul off a couple pitches and then got to the 2-2 count and just missed my location. 

"He made me pay for it. It's not something he probably does a lot, but you make a mistake in this league, they're going to make you pay for it. 
He certainly did that." 

On a frigid day in Seattle, Otero, who worked a perfect sixth inning, was asked if the cold bothered him. 

"No, but the home run did," he said. 

Then there was Olson, one of the Indians' hidden stars last year. Olson, from Spokane, Wash. and a former Mariner draft pick, relieved Otero 
with one out in the seventh. He allowed a single to Robinson Cano and a first-pitch homer to Haniger for a 5-2 lead. 

So if the left-handed Olson was worried about the pressure of carrying his streak into a new season, well, he can start fresh. 

The Indians are trying to find a replacement for departed Bryan Shaw to link their middle relievers with Andrew Miller and Cody Allen at the 
back end of the bullpen.  Zach McAllister did the job in Saturday's 6-5 win, but Otero and Olson didn't do it Sunday. 

"We're trying to figure out the innings to get to Andrew and Cody," said manager Terry Francona. "O.T. (Otero) came in the first inning and did 
really well. We wanted him to get to Cano (in the seventh). Gordon, he's not known for that, but he got every bit of it and it hurt us." 

Encarnacion answered Haniger with a two-run homer of his own in the eighth. It was his second of the game, but the Indians could get no 
closer. 

Terry Francona on Trevor Bauer, a bad hop and bullpen failure 

Mike Leake (1-0, 2.57) pitched a crisp seven innings for the win. Edwin Diaz retired the Indians in order in the ninth for his second save in the 
series. 

Bauer, handed a 1-0 lead in the second, was not efficient. He faced 14 batters through the first three innings. In the third, he pitched his way out 
of a bases-loaded jam by striking out Kyle Seager on a curve. 

"My adrenaline was good. My velo was good," said Bauer. "But I can't put that many people on base. It killed my pitch count." 

He celebrated coming off the mound and retired the Mariners in order in the fourth after Encarnacion extended his lead to 2-0 with a homer in 
the top of the inning. 

Edwin Encarnacion on his two-homer game Sunday against Seattle 

But the fifth proved to be his last inning with an assist from a bad hop at first base. No.9 hitter David Frietas opened with a double to right just 
out of the reach of a sprawling Lonnie Chisenhall. Gordon bunted him to third and Jean Segura made it 2-1 with another double to right. 

Bauer struck out Cano, but hit Haniger. Seager sent what appeared to be a inning-ending ground ball to Yonder Alonso at first. But the ball took 
a bad hop over Alonso's glove as Bauer, coming off the mound to cover, grabbed his head in disbelief. 

Seager's hit went for a double as Segura scored, but Haniger was stopped at third. Bauer ended the inning by striking out Daniel Vogelbach to 
keep the game tied, but he was done for the day. Bauer allowed two runs on five hits and three walks. He struck out seven. 

"Yonder said it hit right in the hole where the runner on first was digging out to get a foot hold," said Bauer. "It hit right in there and shot up. You 
could tell live that it really took an awkward weird bounce. It cost us a run and eight pitches and that was the end of the outing for me." 

The Indians led 2-0 after four innings. 

Bradley Zimmer gave them a 1-0 lead in the second. After Chisenhall singled and Roberto Perez walked, Zimmer singled to left for his first hit 
and RBI of the season. 

Encarnacion made it 2-0 with a homer to left to start the fourth inning. Encarnacion hit a 2-0 pitch for his first homer of the season, then hit his 
second four innings later. 

The pitches 

Bauer threw 101 pitches, 63 (62 percent) for strikes. Leake threw 101 pitches, 61 (60 percent). 

Thanks for coming 

The Indians and Mariners drew a crowd of 24,506 to Safeco Field on Sunday. First pitch was at 4:11 p.m. with a temperature of 47 degrees. 
The roof was closed because of the threat of rain. 

Next 

The Indians open a three-game series against the Angels on Monday night at Angel Stadium. Mike Clevinger will face J.C. Ramirez at 10:07 
p.m. SportsTime Ohio, ESPN2 and WTAM/1100 and WMMS/100.7 FM will carry the game. 

It will be the first start of the season for Clevinger and Ramirez. 
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Who's No. 1? Does it really matter between Cleveland  Indians' Yan Gomes and Roberto Perez 

By Paul Hoynes,  

SEATTLE - Spring-training competitions, especially when announced in advance, usually produce almost exactly what the team doesn't want - 
poor performances. 



Bring in three pitchers to compete for the fifth spot in the rotation and two won't get through camp healthy, while the third is released two days 
before camp breaks. It's the unexpected competitions that often surprise. 

Catcher Yan Gomes and Roberto Perez told manager Terry Francona at the start of spring training that they wanted to be the No.1 catcher. It 
had never been a glaring issue because of the way Francona handled their playing time and the professionalism of Gomes and Perez. 

But that didn't stop them from going out and showing Francona and anyone else who was watching their best arguments for the job. Gomes hit 
.348 (16-for-46) with three homers and a team-high 15 RBI. Perez hit .326 (14-for-43) with four doubles, five homers and 13 RBI. 

You want a dead heat coming out of the Cactus League, well, that's about as close as you can get. 

Gomes caught the first two games of the regular season on Thursday and Saturday against Seattle. He drove in the Tribe's only run in 
Thursday's 2-1 loss. In Saturday's 6-5 win, his two-run homer in the fourth was the difference. 

Perez made his first start Sunday, catching Trevor Bauer. 

Francona has been asked several times how he'll handle playing time for his catchers this year. Perez seemed to be coming on late last year, 
catching 17 of the final 30 games. 

Roberto Perez on Cleveland Indians coming from behind to beat Sox: 'We're playing great baseball' 

But when pressed, Francona always says something along the lines of what he said Sunday morning. 

"I know they both want to play," he said. "We're a better team having both of them." 

Perez spent the winter in Cleveland, working with Indians strength coach Nelson Perez to get in better condition. Gomes seems to have settled 
in with one batting stance instead of making multiple changes like he did last year. Francona said he's starting to look more like the catcher that 
won a Silver Slugger award in 2014. 

"Yan and I get along great," said Perez. "We talk all the time and have a good relationship. He wants to play every day. I want to play every 
day." 

Francona likes the competition between them. 

"I think it's healthy," he said. "I think they genuinely care about each other. I know they both like to catch every single game. But I don't ever see 
anything that's unhealthy, which I appreciate." 

Up the ladder: Cody Allen retired the Mariners in order in the ninth inning Saturday to earn his first save of the season and the 124th of his 
career. It tied him with Chris Perez for the third-most saves in franchise history. 

Doug Jones is second with 129 and Bob Wickman is the franchise leader with 139. 

Testing, testing: Ryan Merritt (left knee, left shoulder), Cody Anderson (right elbow) and Danny Salazar (right shoulder) are throwing off the 
mound in bullpen sessions in Goodyear, Ariz. They opened the season on the disabled list. 

Michael Brantley (right ankle) and Giovanny Urshela (right hamstring) will play in extended spring training games on Monday and Tuesday in 
Goodyear. Urshela is expected to leave for a rehab assignment at Class AAA Columbus after that. The Indians aren't sure where Brantley is 
headed. 

Minor matters: Tribe minor-league players opening the season on the disabled list include left-hander Rob Kaminsky (abdominal) Eric Stamets 
(back), Connor Marabell (knee), Dace Kime (groin), Cameron Hill (forearm), Josh Martin (back) and Triston McKenzie (forearm). 

McKenzie, a right-hander, is one of the Indians' top pitching prospects. The Indians said the move was a precautionary one. He's on the DL at 
Class A Lynchburg where he went 12-6 with a 3.46 ERA last year, striking out 186 in 143 innings. 

In a text James Harris, director of player development, said, "He will start the season on the disabled list with right forearm muscle 
inflammation. It's entirely precautionary. The are no structural issues. He ramped up in spring training and had some inflammation so we 
wanted to take a conservative path." 

Timing is everything: Yonder Alonso's slam in the first inning Saturday was the first in the big leagues this year. Less than an hour later, 
Washington's Brian Goodman hit a slam against the Reds. 

Finally: When the Indians visit Angel Stadium for a three-game series starting Monday night, they'll bring an 11-game winning streak against the 
Halos with them. It will be the home opener for the Angels. 
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Meisel's Musings: The Indians' work-in-progress pen , a Francisco Lindor Q&A, the bizarre world of bull pen carts 
By Zack Meisel 7h ago  5   
SEATTLE — For the last few days, Dan Otero had the chance to sleep in his own bed and spend time with his wife and three young daughters. 
 
Otero and his family reside in Seattle, so, no, the finger-numbing chill at Safeco Field on Sunday afternoon didn’t bother him. 
 
“The home run bothered me,” Otero said. 
 
It will take some time for Terry Francona to determine how best to bridge the gap between the starting pitchers and the prolific back-end relief 
duo of Andrew Miller and Cody Allen. Zach McAllister filled the void Saturday, but Otero and Tyler Olson faltered Sunday. 
 
The Indians didn’t really replace Bryan Shaw, who made more appearances over the last five seasons than any other pitcher in baseball. They 
stressed they could rely on in-house candidates, though Francona often noted it might take more than one guy to absorb Shaw’s workload. It 



appears to be a work in progress, though many things are at this stage of the season. After all, the Indians have played a whopping three times, 
and Corey Kluber authored a complete game in the opener. 
 
“It’ll take care of itself,” Otero said. “Even in the last couple years, usually in the first month of the season, you get a feel for how you're being 
used and stuff like that. But, that had no effect on anything that happened today or this series, I don't think. Yeah, we'll settle in at some point. 
Until it does, we've just got to be ready to pitch.” 
 
Otero handed the Mariners the lead when he left a fastball over the plate and Dee Gordon launched it beyond the right-field wall. It marked 
Gordon’s 12th career home run in 714 big-league games. Olson then surrendered earned runs for the first time in the regular season since April 
15, 2016, when he was a member of the Yankees. 
 
New weapon: Bauer dedicated his entire offseason to developing a slider, which he felt would complete his repertoire. So, how were the early 
returns on the new pitch? 
 
“It wasn’t very good,” Bauer said after the Indians’ 5-4 loss Sunday. 
 
OK, that’s fine. But at least now he has some actual major-league, non-spring-training data to point to as he makes some tweaks. He did strike 
out Ichiro Suzuki and Daniel Vogelbach on the new offering. Bauer was frustrated with his inefficiency (which was not aided by a trampoline-like 
bounce on a run-scoring chopper that sailed over Yonder Alonso's head at first), as he needed 101 pitches to survive five innings. 
 
Watch it go: One of my favorite things to observe is an outfielder's inaction on no-doubt home runs. On Edwin Encarnacion's moon shot in the 
eighth inning on Sunday, which landed somewhere between Puget Sound and Vancouver, Mariners left fielder Guillermo Heredia simply turned 
around in place and craned his neck as the baseball soared past him. 
 
Getting defensive: Francisco Lindor’s defensive metrics slipped last season, and he took notice. He has made it a point to improve on his range 
at shortstop. The following is an excerpt from a recent interview between Lindor and The Athletic. 
 
ZM: We can ask you a million times how you can get better and you’ll always say — 
 
FL: Everything. 
 
ZM: At what point in the offseason do you start thinking about all of the things you can do to improve? 
 
FL: Probably a week and a half or two weeks after we were done. The first week, I don’t want to talk about baseball, I don’t want to see a 
baseball, I don’t want to see a bat. Two weeks into it, you start to get bored. Coming into the offseason, I already knew things I had to work on, 
but as soon as the season was done and I got over that hump, I was focused on those things. Two or three weeks in, I was back at it. 
 
ZM: Anything specific? 
 
FL: Just staying square (at the plate). That was the most important thing was staying square. 
 
ZM: I know you have high standards. Were you disappointed in your defense at times last season? 
 
FL: I made fewer errors than the year before. I didn’t get as many balls. But I made fewer errors. Somehow, some way I helped the team, 
because every time the ball was hit to me, I was catching it. But, yeah, I was a little upset that I didn’t get as many of those outs that weren’t 
outs. In years past, I did get those. It’s something I have to get better at. 
 
ZM: What’s it like playing defense behind such a strikeout-heavy pitching staff? 
 
FL: It’s fun. It’s fun. I know it’s going to be a strikeout or a rollover. 
 
ZM: Once the dust cleared, what did you take away or learn from the Division Series disappointment? 
 
FL: Just finishing. Finishing. Stop taking things for granted. It doesn’t matter who we’re facing. We have to go out there and play as hard as we 
can. 
 
ZM: If you get back on that stage again, will you approach things any differently? 
 
FL: It’ll be the same. It’s just about making sure we go 27 outs every single game. 
 
On the mend: Michael Brantley and Gio Urshela are scheduled to appear in some minor-league games Monday and Tuesday in Arizona. The 
Indians will re-evaluate both players after that. 
 



Danny Salazar, also still in Arizona — have you seen the karaoke videos of him, Urshela and Michael Martinez? — is expected to remain in the 
desert for about a month as he continues his throwing program. 
In limbo: The Indians have until the end of the week to trade, release or complete the waivers process with Abraham Almonte. The team wasn’t 
thrilled when Almonte arrived at spring camp a bit out of shape, and he was cut from the Opening Day roster competition rather early in the 
schedule. Francona, noting that Almonte is a switch-hitter who can play all three outfield spots, said the team would welcome back the 28-year-
old should he clear waivers. 
 
Order, order: Francona’s Saturday lineup against lefty James Paxton might have looked a bit peculiar, with Rajai Davis slotted fifth. It’s likely a 
temporary fix until Brantley returns. Francona said he prefers Alonso, who posted a .181/.263/.417 slash line against lefties last season, in the 
sixth spot against southpaws. 
 
Alonso, of course, belted a grand slam into the right-field seats at Safeco Field on Saturday in his first encounter with a lefty pitcher this season. 
Davis worked a nine-pitch walk to extend the inning before Alonso cleared the bases. 
 
On the run: In the ninth inning of the Indians’ 6-5 win on Saturday, Ichiro Suzuki tapped a slow roller to José Ramírez at third base. Ramírez’s 
throw to first pulled Alonso off the bag, but Alonso snagged the throw and tagged Ichiro in one motion. 
 
Ichiro doesn’t run like he used to, but he can still motor down the line. So, did Alonso feel the runner speeding toward him? 
 
“Yeah, you can feel the runner,” Alonso said. “You can kind of see him a little bit. I saw the ball up the line and was just trying to make sure I 
hold on to it, apply the tag and squeeze as hard as I can. Sometimes those balls can get out of your glove, so I had to make sure I applied the 
tag and squeezed as hard as I could.” 
 
Minor matters: Some notable minor-league assignments … 
 
Class AAA Columbus: Francisco Mejía, Eric Haase, Mike Napoli, Yandy Díaz, Yu Cheng, Greg Allen, Alexi Ogando, Eric Stamets 
Class AA Akron: Bobby Bradley, Shane Bieber, Jordan Milbrath 
High-A Lynchburg: Triston McKenzie 
Class A Lake County: Will Benson, Nolan Jones 
Short-season Mahoning Valley: Brady Aiken 
 
A few notes … 
*McKenzie is starting the season on the disabled list as a precautionary measure because of a forearm injury. 
 
*Stamets is starting the season on the disabled list because of a back injury 
 
*Aiken will remain in extended spring training in Arizona until Mahoning Valley’s season begins. The former first-round pick logged a 4.77 ERA 
in 27 starts for Lake County last season. 
Bullpen cart: Convenience or nuisance? (Rick Scuter i/USA Today Sports) 
Need a lift? The Indians and Mariners didn’t use a bullpen cart at Safeco Field over the weekend, but Otero had the chance to do so at Chase 
Field in Arizona before the team broke camp. When the vehicle first started accelerating toward the mound, Francona and Brad Mills (and 
certainly many others) shared a laugh in the dugout. Otero said even he tried to withhold laughter as he approached his destination. 
 
Otero sat in the front out of fear he would hit his head (or strain his back while trying to avoid hitting his head) if he sat in the back. 
 
“Would I recommend it? I don’t know,” Otero said. “If it was really hot, maybe. I like the jog in. It gets the blood flow going and you get the feel 
for the crowd. I like looking around, enjoying the moment. But the golf cart is weird. It’s kind of cramped.” 
 
The main objective, of course, is to save time. 
 
“It doesn’t. I know when I get out there and start my warmup, and it was almost the exact same, if not less time,” Otero said. 
 
Not to mention, the driver then had to put the cart in reverse, evade grounds crew members and navigate the way back to the exit, all before 
Otero finished warming. It might be quicker to just call an Uber. Or, you know, allow the pitcher to jog to the mound. 
 
Double take: A strange sight: Francona’s No. 77 uniform. You won’t see it during a game, as the manager always sports a sweatshirt or other 
pullover. But it looks a bit odd hanging from the locker attached to his office. Francona switched numbers over the winter as Mejía and then 
Alonso took over his old No. 17. 
 
That’s quotable: Miller left quite an impression on Yan Gomes in his first outing of the season. 
 
“The first slider he threw to Ichiro,” Gomes said, “I was like, ‘Oh, man. OK, we’re out of the woods. We’re out of Arizona now.’ That thing took a 
turn. I was like, ‘OK, I have to remember how this slider really turns.’ ” 
 



Miller dodged harm after a pair of batters reached base against him. 
 
“He finds another button to push, like a video game,” McAllister said, “when he gets guys scoring position or on base. It just turns into a filthy-
filthy slider instead of nasty.” 
 
Top photo: Francisco Lindo 
 
There's no team Mike Clevinger would rather face in his season debut than the Los Angeles Angels 
 
Zack Meisel 2h ago  8   
ANAHEIM, Calif. — It’s fascinating to monitor the evolution of opinions on certain trades as time passes. 
 
The Indians were in Cincinnati when they dealt Vinnie Pestano to the Angels for Mike Clevinger in August 2014. It marked the closing chapter 
to a short, but mostly sweet, tenure for Pestano in Cleveland. It sparked a melancholy feeling among Indians fans who still held out hope that 
the right-hander could resurrect his career and return to his days of serving as a lethal setup man. 
 
Understandably, no one in Cleveland outside of the Progressive Field offices had heard of Mike Clevinger, a long-haired hurler still navigating 
his way back from Tommy John surgery. 
 
Now, though, the trade looks like a heist. Give Chris Antonetti another tally in the win column. 
 
There’s no disputing what the Indians parted with in the deal: a highly regarded personality in the clubhouse, but a reliever whose right hand 
had waved goodbye to his right arm’s best days. What the Indians acquired is still a bit murky, but there’s no question that the exchange has 
already paid dividends. 
 
Even if Clevinger never throws another pitch for the Tribe, he has already produced more for Cleveland than Pestano ever did for the Angels 
(21 innings, and none since July 2015). But there’s a sneaking suspicion that Clevinger has yet to reach his peak. On Monday, the Angels will 
receive an in-person update on the fateful deal that should still haunt the remaining members of their operation. 
 
Clevinger will make his 2018 debut against the team that selected him in the fourth round of the 2011 draft, the team that brought him along as 
a professional and then shipped him off long before it had any idea of what he could become when he finally blossomed. Clevinger was 
blindsided by the deal, having been assured he was safe from relocation since the non-waiver trade deadline had passed. 
 
Friends and acquaintances have reminded him he could be higher up on the starting rotation totem pole had he never been dealt. The Angels, 
naturally, could use some starting pitching. The Indians, meanwhile, boast a group that produced the league’s best WAR total (by an 
astounding 22.9 percent). 
 
Clevinger, though, embraces the competition. He has spoken about this season as if it will serve as the launching pad for his career, the 
season in which he cements his name alongside rotation mainstays Corey Kluber, Carlos Carrasco and Trevor Bauer, the season that causes 
the Indians’ front office executives to drool over the idea of having him under their control through 2022. He has stressed his aim to log 200 
innings, to perfect his mechanics, to learn from Kluber and study his every move. 
 
Now, it’s time for the 27-year-old to support his proclamations on the mound and to shed the practice uniform for the real one. And there’s no 
team Clevinger would rather see in the opposing dugout for the start of the journey than the Angels. 
 
“It means something every time,” Clevinger said. “Every time we play them, it means something. It’s not anything super bitter, it’s just fun. It 
makes it more of a battle, a little bit of a personal battle.” 
 
He has faced his old friends three times in the past. He emerged victorious in two of those outings, and owns a 3.94 ERA, with 14 strikeouts in 
16 innings. It’s a small sample size, just as Monday’s outing in Orange County figures to act only as a tiny piece of his entire 2018 body of work. 
 
That doesn’t change the fact that there will be many eyes glued to every Clevinger offering. The Angels want to see what they bailed on and the 
Indians want to imagine how another reliable rotation cog could lift the team to new heights. 
 
“I know it’s early, but it’s a pretty good success story,” Terry Francona said. “This kid has a chance to log some innings for us. That gets 
exciting. He’s a big, strong kid. He works his ass off. He’s in great shape.” 
 
Clevinger spent his offseason working on his body awareness and his posture, which he believes will help him reset on the mound when his 
mechanics start to veer of course. That plagued him in the past — he would fall behind hitters, try to tweak things and then over-tweak things 
and then over-over-tweak things, and his outing would rapidly crumble. 
 
“He worked his tail off in the offseason,” Roberto Perez said. “He got confident. He knows he belongs.” 
 
If his performance matches his own forecast, the Indians’ trade could go from petty theft to grand larceny. 



“Small sample size, you hope he goes out and deals [on Monday],” Francona said. “But the bigger picture is he should be in a place where he 
can give us a bulk of innings.” 
 
Covering the Bases: Game 2 
by Jordan Bastian 
FIRST: While Trevor Bauer spoke on Friday afternoon, there was a pitcher behind him having sensors placed around his body. This would help 
create a digital map to study his biomechanics. 
 
Another athlete got up on a mound placed within a metal structure, which included a series of cameras fixed to the grid. He began firing pitches 
to a small black target. As the baseball whizzed through the air behind Bauer, data was being collected and sent to a nearby tablet for instant 
evaluation. 
 
Welcome to the Driveline Research building, where Bauer spent countless hours working on a new slider to add to his arsenal this season. The 
Indians starter was pleased with the progress made last year, but a career year is not his goal. That merely scratches the surface. 
 
“I didn’t win the Cy Young, so the season was a failure,” Bauer said on Friday during an hour-long interview with SportsTime Ohio and 
MLB.com. “That’s the standard I hold myself to, is being the best pitcher in the league and the best pitcher in baseball. 
 
“So, if I’m not that, there’s a reason I’m not that and I’ve got to go figure it out, because next season I need to be that or it’s another failure. I 
can only play baseball for a certain amount of time, so I only have so many seasons I can fail and still get to my goals. That’s how I view 
things.” 
 
That led Bauer to developing this retooled slider — a process he detailed during Spring Training. He started off looking into building a new 
changeup as well, but success in the slider development made that pitch his primary focus over the winter and throughout the preseason. 
 
On Sunday, Bauer took the mound at Safeco Field and had his first chance to test his new pitch in a Major League setting in a game that 
counts. Statcast initially classified the pitch as a cutter, though that will likely change once more information is obtained about the offering. 
 
Bauer was not sure how many he threw in his five-inning outing, but Statcast registered 16 cutters. Some of those were probably actual cutters, 
considering the pitches ranged from 80.5 mph to 88.6 mph. The slider tends to be on the lower end of that range (more in the 82–84 mph 
window). All 16 combined had an average velocity of 82.9 mph. 
 
Bauer did note that two of his seven strikeouts came via the slider. One was a called third strike middle-in to Daniel Vogelbach in the fourth and 
the other was a low-and-in swinging strike to Ichiro Suzuki to end the same frame. Here’s a look at all the “cutters” thrown by Bauer with the 
strikeout pitches circled: 
For a visual, here’s a look at the strikeout to Ichiro: 
Said Bauer: “It wasn’t very good today. I didn’t have a very good feel for it for the first time, really, in a while. I threw a couple good ones.” 
 
As for the interview with Bauer at Driveline, there will be more coming to MLB.com and in this space in the near future. Stay tuned. 
 
SECOND: Bauer’s outing as a whole was a mixed bag. It wasn’t so much a bad start as it was an inefficient one. 
 
In his five innings, Bauer piled up 101 pitches. It goes without saying that a starter would prefer to have worked much deeper into the game with 
that many pitches logged. Bauer gave up five hits, issued three walks, hit a batter and was forced to throw some extra pitches due to missed 
calls and tough luck behind him. 
 
“My adrenaline was good and my velo was good, so I was happy about that,” Bauer said. “I cant’ put as many people on base. It killed my pitch 
count.” 
 
Through the first four innings, Bauer dealt with five baserunners, but he held Seattle to an 0-for-5 showing with runners on. That included a 
bases-loaded jam in the third, when Bauer escaped with a strikeout of Kyle Seager. That featured this reaction from the Tribe starter: 
 
 
Three doubles in the fifth ended that streak of escapes, but the last in that sequence was helped by a pockmark in the infield dirt. Seager 
chopped a pitch from Bauer up the first-base line and the ball in question came with a nine-percent hit probability. 
 
The baseball found an opportunistic patch of dirt and popped up sharply over the head of first baseman Yonder Alonso, who stabbed at the ball 
to no avail. 
 
“Yonder said that it hit right in the hole that the runner on first was digging out to get a foothold,” Bauer said. “It hit right in it and shot up. You 
can tell live, you can tell on TV that it just took a really awkward, weird bounce. Obviously, it cost a run and eight pitches and that was the end 
of the outing for me.” 
 



THIRD: Seager’s hit pulled the game into a tie and the extra pitches forced Bauer to the showers. That provided the second look in as many 
days into how manager Terry Francona plans on utilizing his bullpen. 
 
With a one-run lead in the sixth on Saturday, Francona handed the ball to Zach McAllister, who bridged the gap too Andrew Miller and Cody 
Allen. In a tie game in the sixth Sunday, it was Dan Otero who got the call. He made it through the sixth unscathed and remained on the mound 
to start the seventh. 
 
Dee Gordon then belted a home run and did his best Ken Griffy Jr. impression on the follow-through. 
Otero recorded one more out and then Francona handed the ball to lefty Tyler Olson. The first two batters he faced collected a single 
(Robinson Cano) and home run (Mitch Haniger), respectively, to essentially put the game away for the Mariners. 
 
Now, there is no need to overreact here (I’m talking to you, panicked people in my Twitter mentions). The bullpen has literally logged work in 
two games in 2018. Let’s not dust off our jump-to-conclusions mat or claim that the sky is falling or shout from the mountaintops that Bryan 
Shaw can’t be replaced. 
 
What we do know is that — every year — there’s a feeling-out period in which teams deal with some ups and downs while figuring out the best 
way to use relievers. Without Shaw, Francona will be mixing and matching some, and you will see guys slot into roles over time. 
 
“It’ll take care of itself,” Otero said. “Even in the last couple years, usually in the first month of the season, you get a feel for how you’re being 
used and stuff like that. But, that had no effect on anything that happened today or this series, I don’t think. Yeah, we’ll settle in at some point. 
Until it does, we’ve just got to be ready to pitch.” 
 
HOME: As I sit here and write this, there is sleet falling in Seattle, with the backdrop of thunder and lightning. Earlier today, while the Indians 
and Mariners played under the Safeco Field pavilion, it was a bitter kind of cold. 
 
Edwin Encarnacion was asked what it feels like on a hitter’s hands to make hard contact in such conditions. 
 
“I don’t feel anything,” Encarnacion said. “When you hit the ball like that, you don’t feel anything. It’s a good feeling.” 
 
The “that” within Encarnacion’s comments referred to the pair of no-doubt home runs that he sent flying out to left field. He pounded a pitch 
from Mike Leake in the fourth for a solo shot and then obliterated an offering from Juan Nicasio for a two-run blast in the eighth. 
 
https://medium.com/media/bd9119e72e34d6c0aa41ad2a73c3dd6a/href 
The latter trimmed Seattle’s lead to one run, but the damage had been done. 
 
For the Indians, it has to be encouraging to see Encarnacion enjoy a strong series at the plate right out of the gates. The slugger had a single 
on Opening Day, drew a walk on Saturday and then launched the two homers on Sunday. Last year, Encarnacion hit .200 in April and was 
hitting under .200 as late as May 20. 
 
“That bodes well for us,” Francona said of Encarnacion’s two-homer game, “because last year was really tough sledding for him for a while. To 
see him that aggressive early on is really good.” 
 
April 1: Tito’s pregame minutiae 
by Jordan Bastian 
Indians manager Terry Francona’s pregame conversation with reporters prior to Sunday’s game against the Mariners. 
 
On the work Yan Gomes put in with his swing going into this year: 
TF: “You know what? Last year, there were so many different stances. And I think he tried to find something where he’s comfortable and it 
actually looks way more like he did when he first got here, and he tried to stay there. Hunt what you can hit and be aggressive when you see it, 
as opposed to maybe trying to have the perfect swing, waiting for a pitch. Then, you get your pitch and you’re not ready. But, I agree, I don’t 
know what his average was this spring, but he took a lot of good swings. I know it’s over-simplifying, but if you can take a lot of good swings 
during the game, there’s a pretty good chance you’re going to have some success. That means you’re swinging at strikes and you’re going to 
have some success. He put a charge into that ball yesterday. Actually, so did [Brandon] Guyer — that ball to right-center.” 
 
On whether he still has to closely monitor Guyer (left wrist): 
 
TF: “Not really. I mean, one, because he plays mostly against lefties. But, no, he had a ton of at-bats in the spring. He was racking up. Shoot, 
one day I think he had nine or 10. So, no, he’s OK. It was just, at that point in the game, we kind of wanted to get Zim [Bradley Zimmer] in 
anyway, because we had a lead. It just seemed to make sense.” 
 
On being able to utilize bench mid-game, not just in late-game scenarios: 
 



TF: “Guyer’s fine in the outfield. And I know Zim broke back on that [Robinson Cano] ball yesterday, but he can be a differencemaker 
defensively. So, it’s nice when your bench complements whoever’s playing that day. It’s not just the numbers. Like I said, when it complements 
each other, it really helps. In the past — we still have two switch-hitters — but when we had three, man, that to me is a huge differencemaker.” 
 
On emphasizing to Zimmer that, even if he doesn’t start, he can make an impact: 
 
TF: “He’s always ready. Him and Nake [Tyler Naquin], they had bats in their hands. They’re smart enough to know that. It’s the same with 
Guyer when he’s not playing. When there’s that many lefties or righties in the bullpen, especially lefties, there’s going to be some changes. And 
I told them the first day that we’re a better team when we use our [whole] team. It’s not an indictment on them, what they can’t do. It’s just, 
when they complement each other, we’re a better team.” 
 
On Gomes and Roberto Perez pushing each other: 
 
TF: “I think it’s healthy. Yeah, I think they genuinely care about each other. I know that they’d both like to catch every single game, but I don’t 
ever see anything that’s unhealthy, which I appreciate. I think we have a responsibility to make sure we keep them both catching enough, 
because we’ve all seen, catchers get nicked up and you never want one guy to not play enough, and all of a sudden you’ve got to play every 
day. Like I said, I know they both want to play. We’re a better team having both of them.” 
 
On both catchers saying they want to be the №1 catcher: 
 
TF: “And I get that. And I respect that. I also appreciate the way they’ve handled it.” 
 
On their spring performances: 
 
TF: “They both had good springs — they did. And I know you look at batting average and stuff, but it’s like just looking at ‘Berto’s body. You can 
tell he worked hard this winter. Then, you look at Gomer’s swing and you can tell he didn’t just go home and hoped. He went home and worked 
on it.” 
 
On the difference between Mike Clevinger now, compared to when Francona first saw him: 
 
TF: “Clev deserves a ton of credit. I also think guys like Ruben Niebla, who spent a ton of time with him when he first came over here. I know 
it’s early, but it’s a pretty good success story. This kid’s got a chance to log some innings for us. That gets exciting. He’s a big strong kid. He 
works his [butt] off. He’s in great shape. Small-sample size, you hope he goes out and deals tomorrow. But, the bigger picture is he should be 
in a place where he can give us a bulk of innings.” 
 
On Clevinger learning to channel his aggressiveness: 
 
TF: “Yeah. And I know [former pitching coach Mickey Callaway] talked to him last year about it, where, ‘Hey, it’s OK to be aggressive and all 
this, but don’t ever forget you need to locate and you need to do this. Then, if you’re amped up, that’s OK. Use it to your advantage.’” 
 
On mixing and matching to make up for innings lost with Bryan Shaw’s departure: 
 
TF: “Especially early on. We want to make sure, not that it’s Little League and everybody’s going to play, but you want to get guys in and let 
them get their firsts out of the way. But, I think depending on situationally and who’s hitting, you’re going to see [Dan] Otero, [Nick] Goody, Mac 
[Zach McAllister], with [Tyler] Olson kind of in the middle there somewhere.” 
 
On the reasoning behind going with McAllister before Andrew Miller and Cody Allen on Satturday: 
 
TF: “I’d have to go back and look, but it’s just when I talk to Carl [pitching coach Carl Willis], we had gotten to a point in the game where we 
knew we could go to Andrew after. We didn’t want to go right to Andrew, because if they want to start pinch-hitting, we wanted to have a righty 
first. I just think, for Mac’s confidence and things like that, we wanted to get him out of the gate kind of early.” 
 
On dynamic between Francona and Willis, following five years with Callaway: 
 
TF: “Carl’s so easy. If you can’t get along with him, you’re in trouble. I actually think his personality is really good for the pitchers, because it’s 
not an easy follow. Mickey was so instrumental in our younger pitchers getting better. But, I’ve been fortunate, because if you’re not 
comfortable with that pitching coach, that can be a long year. And he’s just so easygoing, but he’s prepared and I’m enjoying it. And I knew we 
would. It’s just such an important person. I mean, my goodness. It’s like your catcher. They have so much more responsibility than just the 
other guys, because you’re talking about 11 or 12 pitchers you’ve got to handle.” 
 
Gordon, Haniger homer in Mariners' 5-4 win over Indi ans 
The Associated Press  
SEATTLE (AP) -- Dee Gordon isn't known for hitting home runs, and before this year he'd never played the outfield. But on Sunday, his power 
and his glove in center field led the Seattle Mariners to a 5-4 win against the Cleveland Indians. 



Gordon, who has never hit more than four homers in a season, led off the seventh inning with a tiebreaking shot to right off Dan Otero (0-1). 
Gordon clearly knew he'd hit it well - after making contact, he watched the ball and walked out of the batter's box. 
 
''It was a 2-2 game in the bottom of the seventh inning and it put us ahead, so I was excited,'' he said. 
 
After he rounded the bases, Gordon leapt high for a celebratory high-five with teammate Jean Segura in the on-deck circle. 
 
''The scariest thing for me in the game was after Dee hit the home run and crossed the plate,'' Seattle manager Scott Servais said. ''The high-
five he gave, I've never seen anybody jump that high after a home run.'' 
 
Gordon, an All-Star second baseman before the Mariners acquired him from Miami last offseason and moved him to center field, also made a 
sliding catch in the third after racing to deep left-center on a drive by Jason Kipnis. 
 
''That slide catch was pretty cool,'' Gordon said. ''That was my first-ever slide catch.'' 
 
Along with Gordon's big contributions, Mitch Haniger homered and Mike Leake pitched seven strong innings for Seattle. 
 
Edwin Encarnacion went deep twice for the Indians, his 29th career multihomer game 
 
Leake (1-0) gave up two runs and five hits. He has allowed three runs or fewer in all six starts since joining the Mariners late last season. 
 
Gordon's homer broke a 2-all tie and, a few batters later, Haniger added a two-run drive off reliever Tyler Olson to give Seattle a 5-2 lead. 
 
They were the first runs Olson has allowed with Cleveland - last year he threw 20 scoreless innings in 30 appearances for the Indians. 
 
Encarnacion cut the lead to one with his second homer in the eighth, a two-run shot. 
 
''It's only three games and I feel great at the plate,'' Encarnacion said. ''I'm seeing the ball good and I want to continue to be that consistent.'' 
 
Edwin Diaz struck out all three batters in the ninth for his second save. 
 
Cleveland starter Trevor Bauer allowed two runs and five hits in five innings, striking out seven and walking three. 
 
STARTING STRONG 
Seattle took two of three in the season-opening series, the first time since last August the Indians lost a regular-season series. ''Our team, we 
know what we've got and we think we're good,'' Haniger said. ''We're going to prove a lot of people wrong.'' Cleveland closed out last season 
going unbeaten in their final 18 series (15 wins, three ties) before losing to the New York Yankees in their best-of-five AL Division Series. 
 
TRAINER'S ROOM 
Mariners: Nelson Cruz twisted his right ankle Saturday slipping on the dugout steps after a home run. Cruz had an MRI on Sunday morning. 
''We'll have to wait and see what the results are,'' Servais said. ''If it's going to be longer than three or four days, we'll have to make a roster 
decision. Right now we'll keep our fingers crossed he'll bounce back.'' ... OF Ben Gamel, on the disabled list with a strained right oblique, will 
join Triple-A Tacoma for some simulated games this week and begin a rehab assignment with Tacoma when the team's season starts 
Thursday. ... RHP Erasmo Ramirez is expected to throw in a simulated game with Tacoma as he recovers from a strained lat muscle, and C 
Mike Zunino (left oblique strain) might also play in a simulated game this week. 
 
UP NEXT 
Indians: Cleveland begins a three-game series at the Los Angeles Angels on Monday. RHP Mike Clevinger will make his first start of the 
season. Clevinger is 2-0 with a 3.94 ERA in four career starts against the Angels. 
 
Mariners: LHP Marco Gonzales opens a two-game series at San Francisco on Tuesday. 
 

Angels' Shohei Ohtani has his flaws, but he also ha s the look of a future superstar 

By DYLAN HERNANDEZ 

Watch how easily Shohei Ohtani touched 99 mph with his fastball Sunday and you will understand why he's always smiling. See how Ohtani 
responded to giving up a three-run home run and you will comprehend why he looked as if he never questioned whether he could recover from 
a statisically awful exhibition season. Look at how much he transformed in his first major-league start and you will think he could one day 
realize his ambition of becoming the No. 1 player on the planet. 

The experiment will work. Ohtani will become modern baseball's first two-way player. 

That was the overwhelming feeling in the aftermath of the Angels' 7-4 victory at the Oakland Coliseum, where Ohtani registered his first win by 
limiting the Athletics to three runs and three hits over six innings. He struck out six. 

The process could take months or years, but it will happen, provided the Angels remain patient. 



The confidence wasn't inspired by his numbers, but by how he looked. 

As the team's designated hitter on opening day, he was nothing like the off-balance batter he was in the spring training, as he singled in his first 
at-bat and made solid contact a couple of other times. His improvement on the mound was even more striking. 

The game served as the pitching equivalent of his spectacular rounds of batting practice, which have prevented skeptics from completely 
dismissing his chances as a hitter. 

The three hits and three runs charged to him came over a three-batter stretch in the second inning, when Matt Joyce and Stephen Piscotty 
singled in succession and scored on a home run by Matt Chapman. 

Ohtani faced 15 more batters over the remainder of the game and retired 14 of them. 

"The way he shut down the hitters after that was impressive," catcher Martin Maldonado said. 

Ohtani threw 92 pitches and maintained his fastball velocity through the sixth inning, when one particular pitch was clocked at 98.1 mph by the 
stadium radar gun. 

Twenty-eight of Ohtani's pitches flashed 97 mph or faster, including a first-inning fastball that was recorded at 99.6 mph. 

Mixing in sliders and curveballs, Ohtani was the particularly effective with his splitter, which he had trouble throwing in spring training because 
of Arizona's dry climate. 

He said he could throw the pitch with confidence because of Maldonado. 

"He reacted well to my low splitters and caught them very cleanly," Ohtani said in Japanese. 

Before the game, the 23-year-old right-hander yawned as he changed into his uniform. When Cam Bedrosian walked by his locker, he bumped 
fists with the reliever. He looked over to infielder Nolan Fontana and said to him in English, "Good morning." 

"On the whole, I feel like I had a lot of fun," Ohtani said. "I think those feelings were more intense than the nervousness I felt." 

Ohtani scaled the mound for the bottom of the first inning at 1:13 p.m. Pacific time. Simply being there didn't provide Ohtani with a sense of 
accomplishment. 

"More than feeling like I made it, I felt like I was just starting," Ohtani said. 

The Angels scored twice in the top of the second inning against Athletics starter Daniel Gossett, only for Ohtani to blow the lead. 

"To summarize it in one word, it was wasteful," Ohtani said. "If I had lost that game, I felt I would have been regretful. 

"The contents of the start were largely good. I thought I attacked well early in the counts. What I did wrong was throwing hittable pitches late in 
the counts. That kept happening and they hit a bad slider." 

There were other aspects of the start that could have been nitpicked. He threw strikes, but didn't necessary command the ball well in the zone. 
He threw several letter-high sliders. 

But throwing close to 100 mph can make mistakes less costly. 

In particular, there was a 0-2 splitter Ohtani threw to Khris Davis with two outs in the sixth inning. The Angels were holding on to a 4-3 
advantage at the time. 

Davis popped up to end the inning, prompting a relieved Ohtani to tap himself on his chest as he returned to the bench. 

"It was a situation where I couldn't give up a home run," Ohtani said. "I worked a two-strike count, but at the end, I threw a pitch that was easy 
to hit. The moment that I threw it, I thought it would be a home run. I felt lucky." 

Ohtani received the game ball. As was the case with the ball he sent into right field for his first major league hit, Ohtani said he would probably 
to give it to his parents. 

"Individually, I think I've gotten off to a good start. As a team, too, we're able to go into the next series with a win," he said. 

Ohtani didn't make any promises about the future. 

"Just because it went well today you don't know if it will go well again next time," he said. 

That could be the case. But at some point, it will. 
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Shohei Ohtani wins pitching debut with Angels, 7-4 over Athletics 

By JEFF MILLERAPR 01, 2018 | 6:35 PM 

So much for the easiest jokes, like the one about how Shohei Ohtani is hitting like a pitcher and pitching like a hitter. 

In his big league mound debut Sunday, the Angels' rookie from Japan wasn't perfect but he was impressive. 

Ohtani gave up three consecutive runs to the Oakland Athletics in the second inning but otherwise gave up nothing more than one walk. 

He was the winner in a 7-4 Angels' victory, going six innings and striking out six, the performance as attention-grabbing as Ohtani's fastball, the 
one that peaked at 99.6 mph Sunday. 

"This is what we've been waiting for, for him to get in a big league game," pitching coach Charles Nagy said. "He went out there and just proved 
to everybody that he belongs here." 



Ohtani's first pitch was a 96-mph fastball that Marcus Semien took for a strike. The baseball was removed from play so it could be presented 
later to Ohtani. 

He retired each of the first four batters, three of them by strikeout, and looked nothing like a 23-year-old or a rookie or someone under intense 
scrutiny. 

"Shohei has shown great poise in everything he's done," manager Mike Scioscia said. "I think that's going to be one of his strengths moving 
on." 

With one out in the second inning, Ohtani gave up consecutive singles to Matt Joyce and Stephen Piscotty. 

After getting a strike on Matt Chapman, Ohtani threw a slider that hung just a little too long and caught just a little too much of the plate. 

Said Scioscia: "Major league hitters hit the ball." 

An estimated 392 feet later, Ohtani's unblemished ERA was gone and so was the Angels' 2-0 lead. 

What happened next, however, was what defined the day for Ohtani and his team. As the Angels came back to retake the lead, the A's were 
reduced to being a group flailing and failing. 

Ohtani set down 14 of the final 15 batters he faced, including the last eight. After the Chapman home run, only three balls hit against Ohtani 
reached the outfield. 

He gave up only three hits and threw 63 of his 92 pitches for strikes on a day so long coming it was easy to forget that this wasn't a conclusion. 

"More than feeling like I made it here, I felt like I was just starting," Ohtani said. "I would like to work toward my next start." 

In spring training, he struggled with command and pitch efficiency. But in his first real game, he revealed himself to be the exact elite prospect 
that allured all of baseball. 

The few mistakes Ohtani did make were obscured largely by his unrelenting velocity. It's easier to survive poorly placed pitches, catcher Martin 
Maldonado explained, "when you got a guy throwing 99, 98, 97." 

Scioscia spent all spring training downplaying questions about Ohtani by saying he wasn't being treated any differently than the rest of the 
Angels. 

"Our expectations for Shohei are the same as they are for any one of our pitchers," Scioscia said before the game Sunday. "Go out there and 
give us a chance to win." 
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JC Ramirez is 'excited' to be starting pitcher in An gels home opener 

By JEFF MILLER 

The game Sunday was all about the Angels' Shohei Ohtani making his big league pitching debut. 

The game Monday will be all about the Angels' starting pitcher, too, although no one ever has compared JC Ramirez to Babe Ruth. 

Instead, this story is about Ramirez having the honor of starting the home opener only a year after becoming a full-time starter. 

"I'm just excited," the right-hander said. "Ready to go." 

The Angels host Cleveland for three games starting at 7 p.m. Monday. 

Ramirez began last season in the bullpen and moved into the rotation after three appearances. Once there, he established himself as a 
steadying influence in a group beset by injury. 

He finished 11-10 with a 4.15 earned-run average in 27 games and reported to spring training this year intent on holding on to his job as the 
Angels pitching staff regained its collective health. 

"Now I just have to prove that I can be doing this for a long time," Ramirez said. "I'm just happy I was able to stay healthy. All the work I did in 
the offseason showed up in spring training." 

Ramirez pitched in the Angels' season opener a year ago but in relief. This will be his first start amid the ceremony, and potential distraction, 
teams use to mark home openers. 

"I'm not sure how to do it," he said of handling the surrounding festivities. "I'll see. I will try to keep it the same. I know there's going to be a lot 
stuff." 

In Ryan Schimpf, the Angels on Saturday added an infielder with big league experience and a well-traveled player. 

The Angels are Schimpf's fourth organization since mid-December. They acquired him from Atlanta in exchange for catcher Carlos Perez. 

Schimpf has been optioned to triple-A Salt Lake, where he'll play second base, third base and perhaps some outfield. 

He hit 34 home runs with an .809 on-base-plus-slugging percentage in 527 plate appearances for San Diego the last two seasons. But he 
struck out 175 times and batted .195. 

Andrew Heaney throws in Arizona 

Left-hander Andrew Heaney threw 69 pitches and the equivalent of five innings in an intrasquad game in Arizona on Sunday. He's working his 
way back from elbow inflammation. The Angels will need an additional starter April 12. 
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Healthy JC Ramirez eager to take the ball for Angels  in home opener 

By JEFF FLETCHER | PUBLISHED: April 1, 2018 at 3:20 pm | UPDATED: April 1, 2018 at 8:18 PM 

OAKLAND — Two months ago, questions still surrounded JC Ramírez and the soundness of his elbow. 

On Monday, he will start the Angels home opener, following a spring training in which he showed no signs of injury. 

“It feels normal, healthy,” Ramírez said. “Everything I did in the offseason showed up in spring training.” 

Ramírez was diagnosed with a damaged ulnar collateral ligament last August. He underwent stem-cell therapy, and the treatment so far has 
gone without a hitch. 

Now that Ramírez is back in the Angels rotation, his next goal is to show that his success in his debut season as a starter was no fluke. He 
posted a 4.15 ERA last year. For parts of the season, he was the Angels’ best starter. 

“I want to consistently show I can be a starter this year,” Ramírez said. “People can’t say I got lucky. Now I have to prove I can do this for a long 
time.” 

New infielder 

The Angels had their eyes on Ryan Schimpf long before they acquired him from the Atlanta Braves for catcher Carlos Pérez on Saturday night. 
General Manager Billy Eppler said the Angels tried to get Schimpf from the San Diego Padres over the winter. The Padres then traded him to 
the Tampa Bay Rays, who traded him to the Braves. 

“He’s got everything we look for offensively,” Eppler said. “He has good plate discipline, understands the strike zone, hits the ball out of the 
ballpark.” 

Schimpf, who turns 30 on April 11, has a career .809 OPS with 34 homers in 142 games with the Padres. 

Schimpf will report to Triple-A. He could become an option to serve as the Angels’ backup infielder, especially while Ian Kinsler is on the 
disabled list. 

Heaney update 

Andrew Heaney, who is coming back from elbow inflammation, pitched five innings and gave up one run in an intrasquad game on Sunday 
morning at the Angels minor league complex in Arizona. Heaney threw 69 pitches. 

“Everything went well,” Eppler said. “The integrity of the stuff was intact, so we’ll move forward with him.” 

The Angels need a sixth starter by April 12, assuming they want to keep Shohei Ohtani with at least five days rest. Heaney would appear to be 
on track to be a candidate to return to the rotation by then. 

Up next 

Angels (JC Ramirez) vs. Indians (Mike Clevinger), Monday, 7 p.m., Angel Stadium, Fox Sports West/KLAA (830 AM). 
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