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San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants fall to 0-8 at Coors on game-ending walk 

Henry Schulman 

 

DENVER - Steven Okert made his pitch, the National League batting leader and MVP candidate 

skied it into the air and left fielder Mac Williamson dropped it. Williamson's misplay, wrongly 

ruled a double for Charlie Blackman, started a ninth inning that ended with Cory Gearrin 

walking Carlos Gonzalez with the bases loaded and handing the Rockies a 4-3 victory. 

Manager Bruce Bochy was disconsolate after the Giants fell to 0-8 at Coors Field on Monday. 

Then he got ornery when he learned the scoring decision. Williamson should have caught it 

after a long run, even with the wind blowing and the sky smoky, apparently from forest fires. 

"The ball was up there for a long time," Bochy said. 

Williamson said the ball did some "funky things" in the sky, but still, "I got to the ball. I got a 

glove on it. In the big-leagues you've got to make that play." 

Scoring decision are the least of the Giants' issues as the season wanes. After a stretch of better 

play in late July and August they have put 100 losses back on the table by dropping nine of their 

past 11. They seem incapable of doing more than a couple of things right in the same game. 
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Denard Span and Joe Panik were a dream atop the order in the Labor Day matinee. They went 

6-for-8 and each hit his 10th home run. Span also doubled. 

But the Giants got only one other hit, from No. 3 hitter Buster Posey, a single that led to 

nothing. The 4-through-9 hitters were 0-for-21. That included an 0-for-4 from Pablo Sandoval, 

whose hitless streak reached 33 at-bats. 

That's the longest by a Giant since Johnny Lemaster's 37 in 1984. 

Some of the faithful are beginning to get annoyed with Bochy for continuing to play Sandoval, 

especially when Ryder Jones and Kelby Tomlinson sit, as they did Monday. 

"We've got a few guys who are cold with the bat," Bochy said. "It's not like the other guys are 

tearing it up. I'm going to have to give (Sandoval) a break and give other guys a break. We're 

trying to get stronger. We're trying to get Pablo a good look, along with some other guys." 

The Giants have 22 games left and need to win nine to avoid the franchise's second 100-loss 

season. 

Henry Schulman is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer. 

On deck 

Tuesday 

at Rockies 

5:40 p.m. NBCSBA 

Blach (8-11) vs. 

Chatwood (6-12) 

Wednesday 

at Rockies 
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5:40 p.m. NBCSBA 

Cueto (6-7) vs. Freeland (11-9) 

Thursday 

Off 

Leading off 

Giants nemesis: The Rockies are moving Tyler Chatwood back to the rotation to face the Giants 

on Tuesday, and why not? He is 6-12 with a 5.00 ERA overall, but 2-0, 2.57 in three starts 

against the Giants. 

 

 

 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants reliever Mark Melancon discloses nature of planned surgery 

Henry Schulman 

 

DENVER — In the eighth inning of Monday’s 4-3 loss to the Rockies, which ended with a bases-

loaded walk, surgery-bound Mark Melancon struck out two of his four hitters to maintain a 3-3 

tie. 

In the clubhouse after the game, Melancon laughed a bit and said, “The results are not 

indicative of how I feel.” 

At least Melancon now has a diagnosis and a plan to correct the rare condition that has caused 

him periodic pain every year since 2012 but has been a constant during his first year with the 

Giants. 

Melancon said Monday that he will undergo surgery to relieve compression in his forearm, a 

condition called pronator syndrome, in which the muscle and nerves are constricted by the 

surrounding tissue, causing inflammation and pain. 
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Melancon has not scheduled the operation, which is designed to release pressure on the 

muscle and nerves by cutting the fascia that encloses them. 

“The whole forearm is extremely tight,” said Melancon, who is relieved finally to have a clear 

diagnosis and treatment plan for a lingering injury. 

Manager Bruce Bochy has said the recovery time for Melancon’s surgery would be six to eight 

weeks. Melancon acknowledged it could take longer, and the offseason will allow him to take a 

conservative approach. 

Even a three-month recovery after an operation performed after the season would have 

Melancon healthy in time for spring training. Why not have it now, when the Giants are out of 

contention, to be sure? Melancon understands why fans and media members keep asking. His 

answer has been consistent. 

He feels an obligation to keep contributing for the team that gave him a four-year, $62 million 

contract to close. 

“I do want to pitch,” he said. “I don’t like being on the DL and not being available. It’s extremely 

important with the young bullpen that we have to show them you have to grind it out for 162 

games.” 

The Giants can use him. 

Even with roster expansion, Bochy is short of arms. Matt Cain, now a swing man, has gone 

home for a week to tend to a family matter, which he asked the Giants not to disclose. 

Coors Field chews up pitchers. Bochy used five relievers Monday, the last of whom, Cory 

Gearrin, threw four straight balls to Carlos Gonzalez with the bases loaded and two outs in the 

ninth to give the Rockies a true walk-off win. 

The Giants are expected to summon one more pitcher Tuesday now that the minor-league 

season is over. Minor-league journeyman Roberto Gomez is a possibility. The 28-year-old right-
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hander is a starter and could complement Albert Suarez in long relief with Cain gone until next 

Monday. 

Chris Stratton, who had been a long reliever, pitched four innings and allowed three runs 

Monday. A two-out RBI single by pitcher Chad Bettis in the fourth tied the game 2-2. A D.J. 

LeMahieu single gave Colorado the lead. Stratton kept the Giants in the game by getting 

Gerardo Parra to ground out with the bases loaded. 

Suarez, Hunter Strickland and Melancon combined for four shutout innings, but after left fielder 

Mac Williamson dropped a Charlie Blackmon flyball on what was scored a double to start the 

ninth, Steven Okert walked Parra to load the bases with one out (after an intentional walk to 

Nolan Arenado). 

Gearrin struck out pinch-hitter Pat Valaika on three pitches but did not throw a strike to 

Gonzalez, who raised his fists triumphantly as he took the free pass to first base that ended the 

game. 

“It’s just unacceptable for me to come in and not throw strikes and make that a competitive at-

bat,” Gearrin said. 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

Giants fall to 0-8 at Coors Field, lose to Rockies on walk-off walk 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

DENVER – Pablo Sandoval grounded out in the first inning of the Giants’ 4-3 loss at Coors Field 

Monday afternoon. He grounded out in the fourth inning. He bounced out once more in the 

sixth. A sharp comebacker in the ninth didn’t make it past Rockies pitcher Greg Holland. 

Sandoval extended his hitless streak to 33 consecutive at-bats, which is the longest by a Giant in 

a generation. The last player to endure a hit-deprived wasteland of this magnitude was Johnnie 

“Boo” LeMaster in 1984. His Gobi Desert lasted 37 at-bats. 

ADVERTISING 

Call Sandoval the Kung Boo Panda, then. 
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No, the Giants do not plan to pull the plug on the Sandoval experiment anytime soon. Not when 

their alternative at third base, Ryder Jones, is batting .192, backup Kelby Tomlinson hasn’t hit a 

home run in two seasons, Christian Arroyo is unavailable because of a fractured hand and Jae-

gyun Hwang is checking his seat assignment for his flight back to Seoul. 

It’s becoming more and more apparent, though: the Giants’ starting third baseman next season 

is almost certainly not among the current players at manager Bruce Bochy’s disposal. 

The Giants fell to 0-8 at Coors Field this season and lost on a bases-loaded walk in a ninth inning 

that began with a misplay from left fielder Mac Williamson. As you might imagine, the 

immediate postgame aftermath probably wasn’t the sunniest time to ask Bochy about his 

alternatives at third base. 

“We’ve got a few guys cold with the bats,” Bochy said brusquely. “It’s not like any of the young 

guys are tearing it up, either. I’m just being honest. 

“He’s had some success here (at Coors Field) and against their pitcher (Chad Bettis). We’re 

trying to finish strong and give Pablo a good look here along with Jones and Williamson. We’re 

trying to get him going. We just gave Pablo a day off not too long ago.” 

Prior to the game, Bochy marveled at Sandoval’s energy and upbeat attitude as he chattered in 

the batting cage. 

“He loves to play, doesn’t he?” Bochy said. 

Sandoval can play for the minimum salary in each of the next two seasons, with the Boston Red 

Sox paying the rest, should the Giants choose to keep him. That’s why he’s getting every chance 

to reestablish himself. Even as a bench player, he could be worth many times what the Giants 

would pay him. And they understood when they took him on that he would need time to 

rediscover his swing. 

But his average is down to .196 in 97 at-bats, and his production has been even meeker than 

what he gave the Red Sox before they made the decision to eat the remaining $49 million on 

his contract through 2019. 

But an 0-for-33? Any barren streak this long has to involve some element of bad luck, too. And 

the Giants should know by now: there’s no sense hoping for any good fortune to befall them at 

Coors Field this season. 

On a day when the Giants’ Nos. 4-9 batters went 0 for 17, the Rockies didn’t even require a hit 

to win the series opener. 
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Carlos Gonzalez drew a bases-loaded walk from Cory Gearrin – the last of three walks that the 

Giants issued in an inning that began with a defensive shortcoming. 

“It all starts with that error, especially in this ballpark,” said Bochy, who had assumed that 

Charlie Blackmon’s catchable leadoff double was scored a different way. 

It did not help that Umpire Joe West was unpredictable behind the plate. Giants left-hander 

Steven Okert followed an intentional walk with an unintentional one that included several 

borderline calls he didn’t receive. 

Then Gearrin got squeezed, too. He entered with the bases loaded and the infielders crowding 

him, and struck out Pat Valaika. But his first pitch down the middle to Gonzalez wasn’t called, 

and then he missed with the next three as the Rockies walked it off. 

“Regardless, I’ve got to make better pitches throughout the count,” Gearrin said. “It’s just 

unacceptable for me not to throw strikes and make that a competitive at-bat. It’s very 

frustrating for me. It’s our job to come in a high leverage situation and make pitches, and I just 

didn’t get it done.” 

Said Bochy: “You hate losing a game like that. You do. They’ve got the top of their lineup 

coming up and Okert got the fly ball and we didn’t handle it.” 

The Giants have the worst outfield defense in the National League by several metrics, and a 

visit to Coors Field exposes them like no place else.  The Giants’ last visit here in June featured 

outfield play that was as abysmal as it was embarrassing. 

Their personnel is the problem, but they also lack a bona fide outfield coach on the staff 

following the dismissal of Roberto Kelly after last season. And there are times this year when 

Bochy has questioned the outfield positioning. 

Asked if he thought Blackmon’s ball was a play that should have been made, given how far 

Williamson had to run from his deep, no-doubles position, Bochy blinked as if he didn’t hear the 

question properly. 

“Well yeah, the ball was up there a long time,” Bochy said. “I don’t know why he’d be on the 

track. I’m not a big believer in being that far back.” 

Williamson said the wind was “doing some funky things” and he was conscious of how well the 

ball carries while playing extra deep. 

“I was really trying to get behind the ball,” he said. “It’s a long way to run but they’re not going 

to be hit right to you every time. If you get close enough to get a glove to it, you expect to make 
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the play.” 

Another area where the Giants have fallen short this season, the top of the order, came 

through with a productive afternoon. Denard Span and Joe Panik hit early home runs while 

combining for six hits. 

Right-hander Chris Stratton did well to avoid calamity on a dry, windy and smoke-hazed 

afternoon while throwing 98 pitches in just four innings. But the Rockies managed to take a 3-2 

lead against Stratton in a two-run fourth inning. And the best the Giants could manage was to 

tie the game in the sixth when Span doubled and Panik followed with an RBI single. 

But outside of Span and Panik, the rest of the Giants combined for one hit. 

 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

Giants Notes 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

DENVER – The last time the Giants played at Coors Field in June, the Rockies swept them in a 

four-game series for the first time in franchise history. The final curtain was not subtle, either: 

Nolan Arenado hit a walk-off home run to complete the cycle. 

The Giants lost games in which they scored nine and eight runs. They lost a game after they hit 

a tying pinch homer with two outs in the ninth. They lost a game when Mark Melancon blew a 

save, making it clear that there would be little hope of recovering his season. It was as 

depressing and demoralizing as a series can be. 

Oh. And the Giants’ outfield defense was as abysmal as it was embarrassing. 

They return to Coors Field on Labor Day, and at least they have Gorkys Hernandez playing much 

better ball. Hernandez robbed a homer on Sunday while making one of the most spectacular 

catches by a Giants outfielder in years. 

Except whoops. Hernandez isn’t starting. It’ll be up to Denard Span and Hunter Pence to prove 

they can handle the wide-open spaces better than they did last time. Mac Williamson joins 

them this time. 

Couple notes: Matt Cain will miss the series, and perhaps the next one as the road trip 

continues against the Chicago White Sox, to attend to a personal family matter, Bruce Bochy 

said. 
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Outfielder Austin Slater will be activated after Monday’s season finale for Triple-A Sacramento. 

Slater was 2 for 6 in his first two rehab games as he returns from a groin injury. 

Bochy said the Giants would look at bringing up one more pitcher as well. Reyes Moronta is on 

the 40-man roster, but it’ll be easy enough for the Giants to create a vacancy for someone else, 

though, since Michael Morse could be transferred to the 60-day DL. 

Pablo Sandoval enters the day in an 0-for-29. (He extended it to 30 hitless at-bats in his first trip 

Monday. It’s just the second 0-for-30 by a Giant in the last 26 years. Prior to Span going 0 for 30 

last year, Darren Lewis had an 0-for-31 in 1991.) 

No Giant has had an 0-for-32 since Johnnie LeMaster had a stretch of 37 hitless at-bats in 1984. 

Call him the Kung Boo Panda, then. 

“He’s going forward a little too much,” Bochy said of Sandoval. “He’s drifting too much. We’re 

working to get better balance with him.” 

The alternative is Ryder Jones. There’s no pivoting to Jae-gyun Hwang at third base now that 

he’s been outrighted. 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

BREAKING: Giants’ Mark Melancon to undergo surgery for rare muscular syndrome 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

DENVER – Giants right-hander Mark Melancon confirmed that he would undergo surgery to 

alleviate chronic compartment syndrome in the pronator muscle in his right forearm. 

The question is not whether he would have the procedure, but when. 

“I guess that’s the best way to put it: I need surgery, and I’m day to day,” Melancon said. “I’m 

trying to last as long as I can.” 

For complete Giants coverage follow us on Flipboard. 

Melancon said he wants to continue pitching through September and delay the surgery until 

after the season, for his own reasons as well as to aid a bullpen that he is being paid $62 million 

to anchor. But he acknowledged that the procedure would be scheduled sooner if he struggles 

to bounce back from outings or to be competitive. 

Giants manager Bruce Bochy also hinted in recent days that Melancon’s date with the scalpel 
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could be imminent. 

“It’s day to day — literally day to day,” Melancon said. 

The part that Melancon will not contest: he needs surgery. He has dealt all season with what 

the club has described as a strained pronator muscle, which is located where the forearm 

meets the elbow. The 32-year-old former All-Star closer revealed that he has been diagnosed 

with pronator syndrome, a condition in which the sheath that covers the muscle does not allow 

it to expand. As a result, his elbow constantly feels tight whether he is pitching or not. 

Surgery would involve releasing the lacertus fibrosus and has a recovery time of two to three 

months. 

“It’s super tight, the whole compartment,” Melancon said. “From what they say, I should be 

fine. … There aren’t a lot of cases like this, so it’s a difficult thing to diagnose.” 

Former pitcher Kyle Lohse had a similar procedure done in May, 2010, and missed almost three 

months before returning in August of that season. He recovered well and became a productive 

pitcher again, going 14-8 with a 3.39 ERA in 188 for the St. Louis Cardinals the following season. 

The Giants’ own experience is less promising. Left-hander Noah Lowry was diagnosed with 

compartment syndrome in a forearm muscle after he felt numbness in his pitching hand and 

couldn’t grip the ball in the spring of 2008. He underwent surgery to release the fascia, and did 

not throw another pitch in the big leagues. His agent later questioned whether the Giants 

misdiagnosed the pitcher; Lowry ended up having two other surgeries (one to remove bone 

spurs from his elbow, another to remove a rib) but was unable to resume his career. 

Lowry’s case is believed to be significantly different from Melancon’s outlook, though. 

Melancon said his medical file shows notations going back to 2012 in which he reported similar 

symptoms, but he never had an MRI exam to diagnose the issue because the discomfort would 

subside within a couple weeks. 

“This year, it’s never subsided,” he said. 

Melancon, who has been on the disabled list twice this season, is 1-2 with a 4.13 ERA and 11 

saves. He has yielded the closer role to right-hander Sam Dyson, although Manager Bruce 

Bochy has said the ultimate plan is to have Melancon back in the role for which the Giants 

signed him. 

With three more pricy years on his contract, and the Giants in last place, why not have the 

surgery now? Is it for his own reasons, or does he believe he can benefit the team in some way? 
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For complete Giants coverage follow us on Flipboard. 

“Both,” Melancon said. “Being on the DL is the worst thing ever, and more so, I want to pitch. I 

don’t want to go down and have these guys with one less guy to pitch.” 

Even with expanded rosters in September? 

“Trust me, I understand that, too,” Melancon said. 

Melancon pitched around a walk while throwing a scoreless eighth inning in the Giants’ 4-3 loss 

to the Colorado Rockies on Monday. 

 

 

MLB.com 

Report: Melancon will have surgery on forearm 

Chris Haft 

 

DENVER -- Mark Melancon's unusual September continued Monday as the right-hander 

confirmed that he'll need surgery on his throwing arm. 

The Bay Area News Group reported that Melancon, who signed a four-year, $62 million deal 

last offseason to become the Giants' closer, will undergo surgery to alleviate chronic exertional 

compartment syndrome in his right forearm. 

Full Game Coverage 

The Bay Area News Group was the first to reveal Melancon's condition, though multiple 

organizations had reported for weeks that the reliever was virtually certain to require some sort 

of procedure. 

Meanwhile, Melancon remained on the active roster. According to the report, the right-hander 

said he wants to finish the season and delay the surgery until afterward. The Giants have not 

commented on the report. 

"He's ready to go today," Giants manager Bruce Bochy said before Monday's series opener 

against the Rockies. 

Indeed, Melancon struck out two and walked one in a scoreless eighth inning in the 4-3 loss. 
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Melancon, 32, has been on the disabled list twice this season with a right pronator strain. 

Melancon amassed 98 saves in the previous two seasons, thus attracting the Giants, who led 

the Majors with 30 blown saves in 2016. However, he has compiled a 1-2 record with a 4.13 

ERA and 11 saves while ceding the closer's role to Sam Dyson. 

Moore to start again 

The Giants rewarded left-hander Matt Moore for his two scoreless relief outings on Sunday in 

San Francisco by assigning him to start either Friday or Saturday against the White Sox. 

Making only his third career relief appearance and his first since he broke into the Majors in 

2011, Moore worked the final two innings and allowed one hit. 

It was a welcome, if brief, contrast for Moore, who's 4-13 with a 5.42 ERA. 

"He was excited about it, and it showed with the job that he did," Bochy said. "That's a great 

quality. You can ask a guy who's used to starting all the time. He can take it the wrong way, but 

he didn't. It was a good tuneup for him." 

Worth noting 

• The Giants are expected to summon outfielder Austin Slater and a pitcher, perhaps Reyes 

Moronta, from Sacramento after the Triple-A affiliate completed its season Monday. 

• Right-hander Matt Cain did not accompany the Giants to Denver to attend to personal 

matters. 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Panik, Span HRs not enough in ROX opener 

Max Gelman and Chris Haft 

 

DENVER -- The Rockies, down on their luck after a sweep by the D-backs, bounced back with 

aplomb Monday. Carlos Gonzalez drew a walk-off walk in the bottom of the ninth to beat the 

Giants, 4-3. 

Haze wafted into Coors Field all afternoon, and in the ninth, the Rockies took advantage. Giants 

left fielder Mac Williamson lost a Charlie Blackmon fly ball to start the frame, and Blackmon -- 

the winning run -- ended up at second base. The Rockies then loaded the bases thanks to two 

walks, and Gonzalez wrapped up the game with the third free pass of the inning. 

Full Game Coverage 
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"I think that's the first time that happened to me. I've had some walk-off hits and home runs or 

whatever, but I never had a walk to win the game," Gonzalez said. "For me, I wasn't trying to do 

too much … just enough to win the game." 

Said Williamson: "In the big leagues, you gotta make that catch. It was a long way to run, but 

they're not going to hit it right to you every time." 

The Rockies gained a game in the National League Wild Card race for the first time since last 

Tuesday, increasing their lead over the Brewers to 1 1/2 games for the second berth. 

Rockies starter Chad Bettis made his fifth start of the season and went 5 1/3 innings giving up 

three runs. His fastball velocity was up, averaging 90.5 mph and topping out at 93.1. Bettis' 

four-seamer averaged 89.3 mph over his first four starts. 

• Holland gets bowled over fielding comebacker 

"For as connected as I felt those last four starts, there was a deficiency somewhere power-

wise," Bettis said. "We did some drills the last bullpen to get ready for this game, and I think it 

just came to fruition." 

Giants starter Chris Stratton labored through his outing, throwing 98 pitches in four innings. He 

started off quick, notching the first five outs of the game on just 16 pitches, but then got stuck 

in the mud. 

• Sandoval still searching for spark with Giants 

The Giants' bullpen pitched well until the ninth, not giving up a hit from the fifth through eighth 

innings. 

"It's just unacceptable for me to come in, not throw strikes and make that a competitive at-

bat," said Giants right-hander Cory Gearrin, who issued the game-ending walk to Gonzalez. 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

You Bettis, you Bettis, you Bet: The Rockies struggled mightily with runners in scoring position 

against the D-backs, going 2-for-30 in the series, but Monday they got a boost from an unlikely 

source -- Bettis. After Gonzalez doubled to lead off the fourth, Bettis drove a single up the 

middle to tie the Giants at 2-2. It was Bettis' fourth career RBI and first this season. DJ 

LeMahieu kept it rolling two batters later, giving the Rockies a 3-2 lead with a single. 

"I was just trying to shoot the ball the other way, honestly, and I just happened to get it," Bettis 

said of his single. "Really, when I got to two strikes, I was just trying to shoot it the other way, 
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and just see what happened. He threw the fastball there and I barreled it." More > 

Panik attack: Bettis retired eight Giants in a row to finish off the second turn through the order, 

but his third go-around was bumpy. Denard Span led off the sixth with a double and Joe 

Panik drove him in with a single, tying the Rockies at 3-3. Span and Panik provided all of the 

Giants' offense, as they both hit second-deck solo home runs earlier in the game and combined 

for six of the Giants' seven hits. 

"The last four or five hitters in the lineup couldn't mount any offense," Bochy said. "That was 

tough, because we got a lot of production from our first two guys." 

WHAT'S NEXT 

Giants: Facing the Rockies is always a big deal for Ty Blach, who grew up rooting for them in the 

Denver suburb of Centennial, Colo. Blach's seventh appearance against the Rockies and his 

third start, which begins Tuesday at 5:40 p.m. PT at Coors Field, were dreams to him as he 

pulled hard for Andres Galarraga, his favorite player. 

Rockies: Tyler Chatwood makes his first start since Aug. 2 on Tuesday at 6:40 p.m. MT to begin 

what will likely be a bullpen day for the Rockies. Chatwood was bumped from the rotation after 

injuring his calf July 15. If Chatwood pitches well, however, he could go as many as 100 pitches. 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Panda still searching for spark with Giants 

Chris Haft 

 

DENVER -- By one valued measure, Pablo Sandoval should be regarded as a suspect and not a 

prospect in the Giants' eyes. 

However, in deference to his reputation, Sandoval likely will receive more chances to regain his 

violently effective batting stroke, which continued to elude him in the Giants'4-3 loss to the 

Rockies. 

Full Game Coverage 

Sandoval went 0-for-4, extending his hitless streak to 33 at-bats. Numbers indicate that he's 

trying too hard with teammates on base, given his .111 batting average (3-for-27) with runners 

in scoring position with the Giants. 

Many baseball insiders believe that giving a ballplayer a relatively uninterrupted 100-at-bat trial 



15 

 

serves as enough of a sample size to judge his skill level. 

Sandoval has accumulated 97 at-bats since Aug. 5, his first game with San Francisco in 2017. 

In 27 games with the Giants overall, Sandoval is batting .196 with a .250 on-base percentage 

and a .268 slugging percentage. He has one home run and four RBIs. 

His statistics with the Giants do not match those that he compiled in 32 games with the Red Sox 

this year: .212/.269/.354, with four homers and 12 RBIs. That performance prompted the Red 

Sox to release Sandoval on July 19. The Giants signed him four days later. 

The Giants figured that Sandoval's game might need some fixing. Manager Bruce Bochy and the 

hitting coaches have diagnosed Sandoval's flaws. 

"He's going forward a little too much, drifting a little too much," Bochy said before Monday's 

game. 

The Giants proceeded to fall to 0-8 this season at Coors Field as their top two hitters in the 

batting order, Denard Span and Joe Panik, collected six of the club's seven hits. 

After the game, Bochy sounded as if he had tried everything to stimulate Sandoval's bat 

"We just gave Pablo a day off not too long ago," Bochy said. "We were hoping that he would 

get it going." 

Bochy has lauded Sandoval's presence in the clubhouse, frequently referring to the upbeat 

attitude the "Kung Fu Panda" generates with his mere presence. 

But, as is the case in beauty pageants, congeniality often is not enough. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16 

 

MLB.com 

Giants tab Blach to take on Rockies 

Chris Haft 

 

Don't blink if you're watching the Giants oppose the Rockies on Tuesday night at Coors Field. 

Otherwise, you might think you're watching a Cactus League game from Scottsdale Stadium or 

Salt River Fields. 

The Rockies are likely to build a Spring Training-style "bullpen day" around Tyler Chatwood, 

their scheduled starter. Chatwood, who will make his third start since the All-Star break, has 

excelled against the Giants, with a 7-3 record and 2.83 ERA in 15 career games (14 starts), 

including going 2-0 with a 2.57 ERA in three starts this year. 

Full Game Coverage 

Chatwood, who has been limited by a calf injury, isn't expected to throw more than 100 pitches 

at the very most, explaining the Rockies' anticipated reliance on relievers. 

Left-hander Ty Blach will start for San Francisco, looking to snap a four-start losing streak. 

Pitching at Coors Field could help do the trick: The 26-year-old has a 2.53 ERA in Denver over 10 

2/3 innings. 

The Rockies' 4-3 walk-off win on Monday, coupled with a Milwaukee loss, gave Colorado a 1 

1/2-game lead for the second National League Wild Card spot. 

Three things to know about this game 

• Giants center fielder Denard Span broke a pronounced slump with his multiple-hit game 

Monday. He entered the matinee with four hits in his past 31 at-bats (.129). 

• Giants second baseman Joe Panik tied a personal best with his 10th homer of the season in 

Monday's first inning. 

• Giants outfielder Carlos Moncrief is riding a 1-for-15 skid, having gone hitless in his last nine 

at-bats. 
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CSNbayarea.com 

Sandoval extends hitless streak, Giants go down quietly at Coors 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

DENVER — As Jae-Gyun Hwang flies back to South Korea, at some point he might ponder an 

important question: What if the Giants had given me a marketable nickname? 

Hwang had hoped to get some serious time in September for the Giants. The team chose 

instead to remove Hwang from the roster and take a second look at Pablo Sandoval, and after 

some mildly encouraging early returns, the gamble has backfired.  

Sandoval was 0-for-4 on Monday at Coors Field and he’s hitless in his last 33 at-bats. That’s the 

longest streak by a Giant since Johnnie LeMaster made 37 consecutive outs in 1984. Sandoval is 

batting .196 in 97 at-bats since returning to his first home, with an OPS that’s about 100 points 

below the mark that inspired the Red Sox to cut bait and swallow $50 million.  

Asked about Sandoval after a 4-3 loss, Bruce Bochy said sharply, “We’ve got a few guys cold.” 

“It’s not like any young players are tearing it up, either,” Bochy said. “I’m just being honest. He’s 

had some success here (at Coors) and against their pitcher (Chad Bettis). We’re trying to finish 

strong and give Pablo a good look with (Ryder) Jones and (Mac) Williamson.” 

Before Monday’s game, Bochy said Sandoval is drifting too much in his swing as he prepares to 

take hacks. It doesn’t help that his aggressiveness on pitches out of the zone is what it was in 

his first go-around.  

The Giants appear to have been wrong about Sandoval, but Bochy is right about one thing: He 

has plenty of cold hitters, a list that includes Jones, another option at third. Jones didn’t play 

Monday but the guys who did didn’t do much. Joe Panik and Denard Span had six hits at the top 

of the order. The other Giants were 1-for-25 at the best hitter’s park in the game.  

That made for a tight game, and the Giants generally blow those. Three different players made 

mistakes in the ninth. Williamson was too far back with a lefty, Charlie Blackmon, at the plate to 

lead off. He said he didn’t want to let a ball get behind him in the thin air, and the wind was 

swirling. When Blackmon hit a pop-up to shallow left-center, Williamson’s diving attempt 

ended with the ball hitting off his glove. Blackmon reached second, and Steven Okert 

intentionally walked Nolan Arenado and then unintentionally walked Gerardo Parra to put Cory 

Gearrin in a tough spot.  

Gearrin struck out Pat Valaika, but Joe West did him no favors by Joe West-ing it up and 

opening the next at-bat by ruling a clear strike was a ball. Gearrin sprayed three more to Carlos 

Gonzalez, walking in the winning run.  
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“Regardless (of the first pitch) I have to come in there and throw strikes and make better 

pitches,” Gearrin said. “It’s just unacceptable for me to come in and not throw strikes and make 

that a competitive at-bat.” 

The Giants didn’t have many competitive at-bats once it got past the top two in their order. 

Afterward, Bochy sat in the dugout for a few minutes and stared out at the field. When he met 

with reporters, he acknowledged that Sandoval will need another day off to try and clear his 

head and fix his swing.  

“We just gave him a day off,” Bochy said. “We just gave him a day off not too long ago.” 
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Instant Analysis 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

DENVER — The Rockies are in a funk right now, one that has them in danger of giving up a wild 

card spot that has seemed a lock all season long. Enter the Giants.  

A misplay in the outfield opened the door for the Rockies to get a 4-3 walk-off win. Charlie 

Blackmon kicked off the ninth with a high pop-up to left center. The outfielders were playing on 

the track, and Mac Williamson dropped the ball as he made a diving attempt. Two walks — one 

a smart intentional pass for Nolan Arenado — loaded the bases and a walk of Carlos Gonzalez 

ended the game.  

The Giants have lost nine straight games at Coors Field, the last two via a walk-off. They haven’t 

won here since Sept. 6 of last season. That’s no way to go through life. Anyway, here are five 

things to know …  

—- Joe Panik hit one off the second deck facing in the first and Denard Span hit the exact same 

shot two innings later. Both players reached double-digit homers, giving the Giants five players 

with ten or more. Panik needs one more to set a new career-high.  

—- Span and Panik, hitting first and second, combined for six hits. The rest of the Giants 

combined for one.  

—- Pablo Sandoval went 0-for-4. He is hitless in his last 33 at-bats. That is the longest streak by 

a Giant since Johnnie LeMaster made 37 consecutive outs in 1984.  

—- Chris Stratton was charged with three runs on eight hits in just four innings, but he actually 

did a decent job while starting at Coors for the first time. Stratton got Gerardo Parra to ground 

out with the bases loaded in the fourth, keeping the Giants in the game.  
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—- Blackmon took Stratton deep for his 33rd — seriously, 33rd — homer. Blackmon is on pace 

to score 143 runs. He’s the MVP candidate nobody talks about.  
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Taking it to another level: Stars making cases for Cooperstown 

Dan Szymborski 

 

To say that Giancarlo Stanton is merely on a tear at this point may be an insult of the highest 

order to the Marlin. Through the All-Star break, Stanton was having a perfectly ordinary season 

for a star slugger, hitting .277/.360/.572 with 26 home runs, and most of the slugger talk was 

surrounding the slam-dunk Rookies of the Year, Aaron Judge and Cody Bellinger. Since 

baseball's mini-vacation, however, Stanton has wrought a terrible vengeance on opposing 

pitchers, hitting 26 home runs in just 48 games through Friday, good enough for a 

.301/.415/.801 triple-slash line. 

EDITOR'S PICKS 

•  

Key players to watch in September 

Second-half breakout star Byron Buxton could help carry the Twins all the way to an AL wild 

card. Which players' performances down the stretch will be critical to their teams' postseason 

hopes? 

•  

MLB's luckiest and unluckiest hitters of 2017 

Whether it's hitting 'em where they ain't or too often hitting them where they are, some hitters 
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have dramatically overperformed expectations, while others like Yadier Molina haven't caught 

many breaks. Who's who this season? 

•  

Spoiler alert: Clubs that contenders want to avoid in September 

These teams might not have much of a shot at the postseason themselves, but they'll have 

plenty of opportunities to take down playoff wannabes down the stretch -- and they have the 

talent to be dangerous. 

That line is crazy enough to get my stat senses tingling. What's more is that he isn't just having a 

great season, but one that puts him firmly back in the Hall of Fame trajectory, a path that 

injuries diverted him from to a degree. 

First off, can Stanton catch Barry Bonds for the single-season home run record? As much as 

baseball would like to have an seasonal home run leader who isn't part of a drug controversy, 

Stanton needs 21 home runs in 26 games to tie the single-season record. That's a tall order. As 

scary as Stanton has been over the course of the past two months, it's asking him to improve on 

that ridiculous HR rate by 50 percent. That's not happening. But he's now just a hair under 

50/50 to get to 60 home runs in the ZiPS projections, and that's nothing to sneeze at, with only 

five players in MLB history hitting the 60-dinger threshold. 

But let's move beyond that to the more interesting question, his long-term outlook, and the 

outlook of other players who have done enough this season to have an impact on their shots at 

Cooperstown. One thing Stanton really needed to prove wasn't just his ability to hit home runs, 

but his ability to stay in the lineup. While the broken jaw from a Mike Fierspitch in 2014 was a 
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freak incident, Stanton also has had a season ruined by a broken hamate bone in his hand, two 

seasons in which he missed significant time due to knee problems, and another year in which 

he spent a good bit of time on the shelf with hamstring issues. 

It seems weird to think about, given his renowned ability to hit baseballs a very long way, but 

largely because of the missed playing time, Stanton had never put up a 40-homer season in his 

career. Thanks to hitting the majors at a very young age, Stanton was in the top 10 for home 

runs for players through ages 21 and 22. Eighth all-time through 22, Stanton was on a list that 

featured Hall of Famers (Mel Ott, Eddie Mathews, Frank Robinson, Ted Williams), a Hall of 

Fame talent who may have trouble because of other reasons (Alex Rodriguez), and two of the 

most dynamic stars in baseball today (Mike Trout and Bryce Harper). 

The other two names on the list were more worrisome. Tony Conigliaro and Bob Horner both 

were in that top 10 and were two young sluggers who saw their careers sidelined and/or ended 

due to injury. While Stanton's career wasn't derailed to the extent of Conigliaro's or Horner's, 

his projected career home run total fell a little every season. 

Giancarlo Stanton's Projected Career HRs 

Year by year, through 2016 

AFTER YEAR PROJECTED HOMERS 

2010 470 

2011 534 

2012 621 

2013 563 
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AFTER YEAR PROJECTED HOMERS 

2014 456 

2015 443 

2016 426 

While it's always tricky to know exactly how the writers will end up voting, a player with 621 

home runs and no cloud surrounding him will be, at a minimum, seriously considered by the 

BBWAA vote. I know that I'd include Stanton on my ballot fairly easily at 621 homers, unless he 

turned into a one-note Dave Kingman type. But at 426? That's a bit trickier. Stanton's career 

case, for those who aren't into WAR, will be heavily reliant on home runs, and 426 isn't a sock-

knocking-off number. It's not as if he will start hitting for a high batting average or getting 3,000 

hits or winning 10 Gold Gloves or turn into a shortstop or steal 700 bases. 

But through Sunday, Stanton has not only stayed healthy but kicked the round-trippers into a 

higher gear to essentially wipe out three years of attrition and put his mean projected homers 

back up to 562. That doesn't make him a slam dunk for the Hall either, but for an established 

player to add more than 130 projected home runs to a projected career total in a single season 

-- and not quite a full year -- is damned impressive. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

If Stanton keeps this up, I'll even drop my objections to the way he eats a Kit-Kat bar. Those are 

supposed to be about sharing, damn it! 

One of my long-term projects is a Hall of Fame predictor -- still not finished and don't even have 

a catchy name for it yet. Of today's stars, Stanton has had the largest bump in Hall of Fame 



23 

 

probability of any player in baseball this season. So let's take some time to run down the rest of 

the top 10 of players who have boosted their shots at earning an invitation to Cooperstown. 

Max Scherzer, Washington Nationals: Because he didn't post his first 15-win campaign until his 

age-26 season, Scherzer's Hall of Fame résumé has necessarily involved coming from behind. 

Win totals still play a very large role in Hall of Fame voting, to my constant, loud chagrin. The 

pitchers who get serious Hall of Fame consideration and aren't approaching 300 wins tend to 

need to have had absurdly dominant peaks to not get thrown off the ballot quickly. And 

sometimes, even the dominant peak can't get you there (Curt Schilling), although it did work for 

Pedro Martinez. 

The Silver Hammer isn't Pedro, but the longer he maintains his peak, the more likely it is he can 

make himself an exception. He already has two Cy Young Awards, two other finishes in the top 

five, and has a very good chance at a third Cy Young this season. His ZiPS-projected win totals 

have crept up year by year, from 180 after his last season in Detroit to 245 right now. If he has 

three or four Cy Youngs to go along with 245 wins, he'll have a pretty good case with the voters. 

Jose Altuve, Houston Astros: For the first time in his career, thanks to a batting average that 

steadfastly refuses to regress toward the mean, the projection on Jose Altuve's career hit total 

has passed the 3,000 mark, which is still the most important threshold of any stat in getting 

over that 75 percent induction line. On the more advanced stat front that I really hope is more 

relevant by the time we're voting on Altuve, he has sneaked back into the top 10 position 

players in future-projected WAR, enough to give him a total of 75, which would rank him sixth 

all-time among second basemen. While one could note that he'd be replacing Lou Whitaker at 
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sixth place and Whitaker got one-and-outed when the BBWAA got to vote on him, that's more a 

reflection of one of the worst award-voting blunders in baseball history than of Whitaker's 

merits. Altuve won't have the same problem if he's at or near 3,000 hits. 

Justin Verlander, Houston Astros: Verlander has had ups and downs this season, but his 

continued health pushes 2015 further out of the rearview mirror, and his trade to a much 

better team gives his career win total another uptick. He should be over 200 wins after his age-

35 season with a 26-win projection and at least an approach path to 300 wins. That 300-win 

threshold may be unfair -- 300-win pitchers are considerably more rare than Hall of Fame 

pitchers, and that has only become magnified by the voters in recent decades -- but it's what 

we have. 

CC Sabathia, New York Yankees: Carsten Charles was looking very much like toast after a 2013-

2015 stretch in which he was barely a replacement-level pitcher, and it appeared the Yankees 

were in the position of just running out the clock on his contract extension. But he was solid in 

2016, and his 123 ERA+ in 2017 is his best since 2012. His chances of winning 300 games 

haven't rebounded to what they once were, but he's at 234 wins now, he's 36, and he can still 

limp his way to 270-280 wins if he can keep pitching the way he currently is. 

Chris Sale, Boston Red Sox: If you go back several years, the questions surrounding Chris Sale 

basically consisted of "Would he last?" Although Sale was a starter in college, the White Sox had 

used him as a reliever in 2010 and 2011, and both his pitching motion and his rail-thin physique 

-- despite being an eating machine -- had many predicting doom. Instead, he has been one of 

the more dependable elite starters in baseball. But after a down 2016 season (for him) in which 

he lost 20 percent off his strikeout rate and 2 mph from his fastball, the long-term projections 
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came back a bit. 

In 2017, he has blown those concerns away with the best season of his career so far. His long-

term projection is up to 224 wins now, and if this is his new baseline, that figure will continue to 

shoot up every year. 

Bryce Harper, Washington Nationals: Sure, the projections never actually hated Harper or 

anything, but as monumental as his 2015 season was, it's been his only mega-superstar year, 

and his Hall of Fame case still involved the future more than the present or the past. But while 

his missed time from injury will keep him out of this season's MVP race, Harper's 163 OPS+ 

makes his future stardom a little less speculative and a little more real. Harper now projects to 

deliver more than 2,500 hits and 500 home runs, which makes him an early-career candidate, 

albeit one who may have to play Willie McCovey to Mike Trout's Willie Mays. 

Craig Kimbrel, Boston Red Sox: The standards for which closers get serious Hall of Fame 

consideration are still evolving, but save totals currently play a large role in who gets the votes -

- over things such as peak save numbers or run prevention/dominance. Rollie Fingers (in) and 

Lee Smith (serious support) both got consideration from totals -- both were career leaders at 

some point -- rather than peak dominance, while pitchers like Billy Wagner or Tom Henke, with 

shorter careers but higher peaks, have drawn scant interest. Bruce Sutter appears to be the 

exception, but Kimbrel's best chance at the Hall involves a very high save total, not a reliance on 

his insane Atlanta-era peak. 

After becoming more hittable in 2015 and a huge walk-rate spike in 2016, Kimbrel looked very 

ordinary, but he's back at peak form, has cut the walks by an unreal two-thirds to career lows, 
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and looks back on target to have a long, long career. 

Adrian Beltre, Texas Rangers:Yes, he should've been an easy pick before this season, but 

history shows us that the voters have done the worst job with second and third base of any of 

the positions, so getting that 3,000-hit milestone in the bag allows Beltre advocates to rest a 

little easier. I will be furious when Scott Rolen falls off the ballot after a single season, but I 

finally feel I no longer have to worry about Beltre being denied his summer vacation to upstate 

New York. It's a smaller factor, but the fact that Beltre has returned and still played as well as 

he ever has also improves his final career projections. ZiPS thinks he'll reach 500 home runs if 

he sticks around, as well as push the hit total to the 3,400-3,500 range. 

Joey Votto, Cincinnati Reds: Votto is still a long shot, mainly because he doesn't put up the 

exciting home run and RBI totals traditionally associated with Hall of Fame first basemen. Front 

offices have caught on with on-base percentage more than the Hall voters have over the past 

20 years. But the longer he goes without showing any noticeable drop in ability, the longer his 

decline phase will be, and the greater a shot he has at getting to, say, 400 homers and 2,500 

hits, which might be enough to get him votes if his batting average is still over .300 and enough 

sabermetrically informed writers have votes. Winning a second MVP award would be nice, but 

Votto's terrific 2017 is now a bit overshadowed by Stanton's home run derby. 


