
Brantley's HR in 8th sparks Tribe past Yanks 

By Casey Harrison MLB.com 

CLEVELAND -- There's a reason Michael Brantley was selected to the All-Star Game. 

 

The Indians left fielder delivered a clutch leadoff home run in the bottom of the eighth in the first-half finale against the Yankees on Sunday, 
opening the door for a three-run rally -- in which Jose Ramirez joined the 20/20 club -- that secured a 5-2 win and a series split for the Tribe at 

Progressive Field. 

Brantley, one of six Indians selected to the All-Star Game presented by Mastercard (Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. ET on FOX), hit his 12th homer of the 

season on an 0-1 offering from reliever Chad Green, sending the ball into the right-field stands to give the Indians (52-43) a 3-2 lead. 

 

"The ball caught a little bit too much of the plate," said Green, who fell to 5-2. "[Brantley] put a good swing on it." 

 

New York owns a 2.69 bullpen ERA -- the best in the Majors. Brantley said he knew it would likely be his best chance at a hit. So he let it rip. 

 

"You know how good the Yankees' bullpen is, how good Green is," Brantley said. You just try to really stay within yourself. I got a pitch out over 
the plate, put a good swing on it and was lucky to give us the lead." 

 

Carlos Carrasco (11-5) made a critical relief appearance -- his first since Aug. 5, 2014 -- to keep the Yankees (62-33) scoreless in the eighth 

inning, setting up Cody Allen for his 20th save. Carrasco had made 114 consecutive starts dating back to his last bullpen outing. 

 

"Besides the fact that he did it, he did it so willingly," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "That means a lot to us. It's not always the case. 

Besides the fact that he came in throwing 97 [mph], but just the fact that he did it with a smile." 

Indians starter Trevor Bauer allowed two runs and struck out seven over seven innings in a no-decision, his eighth straight quality start. Bauer 

ended the first half with a team-leading 175 strikeouts -- the third most by a pitcher in franchise history, trailing Bob Feller (190 in 1946) and 

Sam McDowell (183 in 1970). 
 

Bauer navigated through a 24-pitch first inning by working out of a bases-loaded jam without giving up any damage. Aaron Judge singled to left 

with one out, and Giancarlo Stanton added a two-out single. Bauer walked Aaron Hicks on six pitches, but forced Greg Bird into a groundout. 

 

In the fourth, Bauer surrendered a two-out solo homer to Neil Walker, which gave the Yankees a 2-0 lead. For the right-hander -- who has 

allowed a Major League-best 0.40 homers per nine innings -- it was the first long ball he has given up since June 2 to the Twins' Eddie Rosario. 

 

Designated hitter Edwin Encarnacion put the Tribe on the board in the fourth with a two-run homer to left to tie the game at 2. The right-handed-

hitting Encarnacion unloaded on a first-pitch slider from Yankees starter Masahiro Tanaka, scoring Brantley, who led off with a walk. 

 
"That was a big turning point when we were able to string together a little bit longer inning in the fourth," Bauer said. "I think when Eddie hit the 

homer, tied the game up and it kind of let me catch my breath for the first time. I was pretty good after that." 

 

Bauer ended his 20th start on a high note by retiring the last seven in a row, capped off by a strikeout of Judge looking on an 83-mph breaking 

ball. 

"I thought he pitched his heart out," Francona said. "I thought early, I thought the heat got to him a little bit. I think he was fighting it. He actually 

was better at the end. In fact, he wanted to stay in, and I don't blame him because he was pitching very well. He's been everything you could 

ask for and his tank seems like it's going towards full … for a guy throwing as much as he is." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Encarnacion is the Tribe's most experienced hitter against Tanaka. He was 10-for-22 lifetime against Tanaka with a 1.182 OPS heading into 

Sunday. 

 

"That was a huge hit for us," Francona said of the homer. "You gotta be so disciplined and [Tanaka's] split is such a good pitch, and we were 

kind of having a hard time." 

Encarnacion was hit on the right hand by Green in the eighth inning and was lifted for pinch-runner Erik Gonzalez. 

 

Francona said after the game that Encarnacion got hit on the meat of the hand and was doing OK. 

 

"He checked out fine," Francona said. "He's actually starting to feel better pretty quick. We were going to run for him anyway. That was a big 
sigh of relief. That looked like it whacked him pretty good." 

 

SOUND SMART 

In the eighth, Ramirez singled, stole second and made it to third on a throwing error by Yankees catcher Kyle Higashioka before scoring on Yan 

Gomes' sacrifice fly. The swipe marked the third baseman's 20th of the season. Coupled with 29 homers, he's the second player in franchise 

history to have at least 20 stolen bases and 20 homers prior to the Midsummer Classic, joining Grady Sizemore -- who had 23 home runs and 

22 stolen bases in 2008. 

Ramirez became the fifth player in Major League history with at least 25 home runs and 20 stolen bases at the All-Star break, joining Bobby 

Bonds (1973), Eric Davis (1987), Alex Rodriguez (1998) and Alfonso Soriano (2006). 

 
"Today, I thought he almost willed himself," Francona said. "He's a great player. He's a great teammate. And he cares about winning, almost 

desperately. That's a pretty good combination to be all balled up into a 5-foot-9 third baseman." 

 



HE SAID IT 

"Yeah, every time he touches the ball, he gets a win. It's unbelievable. He can give up 10. He can give up zero. He can come out of the 'pen. 

He can start. He freaking vultured my win, man, unbelievable." -- Bauer, joking about Carrasco's relief outing 

 

UP NEXT 
The Tribe is off for four days for the All-Star break. The Indians will resume play Friday, with a 7 1/2-game lead in the AL Central, when they 

begin a three-game series against the Rangers at Globe Life Park at 8:05 p.m. ET. Francona has yet to announce his second-half starting 

rotation. Martin Perez will get the call in the opener for Texas. 

 

Miller set to begin rehab assignment Tuesday 

By Casey Harrison MLB.com 

CLEVELAND -- Indians relief ace Andrew Miller is one step closer to a return from the disabled list with the possibility of a comeback early in 

the second half, manager Terry Francona said Sunday. 

 

Miller, who's been on the 10-day DL since May 26 with right knee inflammation, is scheduled to begin a Minor League rehab assignment with 
Triple-A Columbus on Tuesday, the same day as the All-Star Game presented by Mastercard (7:30 p.m. ET on FOX) in Washington. Francona 

said the left-hander could split time between the Clippers and Double-A Akron. 

"We're trying to keep him around here," Francona said before the Tribe's first-half finale against the Yankees. "I believe at some point he'll be 

back in Akron, but I don't have the exact date. He'll kind of flip-flop [with] whoever's home." 

 

Miller threw live batting practice in Akron on Saturday, which Francona said went well, and the lefty has thrown four bullpen sessions since July 

5. Francona said Miller's delivery was affected by the injury. 

 

Francona didn't give a specific timeframe for Miller's return, but said it'll likely take multiple rehab games before Miller is evaluated for a return. 

 
"We're not just going to have him pitch once," Francona said. "He's going. But just watching him the other day, that back leg was back up in the 

air again. And he wasn't flying off of that. It was really exciting to watch that." 

 

Miller is 1-3 with a 4.40 ERA in 17 games this season. He was on the DL from April 26 to May 10 with a left hamstring strain. The two-time All-

Star has appeared in 100 games for the Tribe since coming over from the Yankees in 2016, posing a 1.87 ERA while averaging 13.9 strikeouts 

per nine innings. 

 

Mejia optioned 

The Indians announced after their 5-2 win over the Yankees that catcher/outfielder Francisco Mejia was optioned to Triple-A Columbus. 

Francona indicated on Saturday when Mejia was called up that he would be sent back down to the Minor Leagues to continue playing during 
the All-Star break. Mejia, the Tribe's top prospect, is also ranked as the No. 15 overall prospect in the game and the top catching prospect, 

according to MLB Pipeline. He went 0-for-2 with two walks in Saturday's 5-4 loss and did not play Sunday. 

 

Worth noting 

Francona said Astros manager AJ Hinch -- the American League skipper for the Midsummer Classic -- has informed him that Trevor Bauer, 

who started Sunday, will only appear in the All-Star Game if the contest goes into extra innings. Hinch also said Jose Ramirez will play five 

innings as the starting third baseman, while reserves Francisco Lindor, Michael Brantley and Yan Gomes will likely appear after the fifth. Right-

hander Corey Kluber withdrew from the game after receiving a gel injection in his right knee on Friday. 

 

Gomes was named to the team during Saturday's loss to New York. He's the replacement for Rays backstop Wilson Ramos, who's expected to 
go on the 10-day DL with a left hamstring strain after sustaining the injury against the Twins over the weekend. 

 

Francona, a three-time All-Star manager, was thankful for the gesture. 

"For [Hinch] to take the time was really good," Francona said. "I was very appreciative." 

 

Inside the Indians’ preparations for hosting the 2019 MLB All-Star Game 

Zack Meisel 3h ago  

Dennis Lehman dusted off an old binder filled with two dozen chapters, some of which appeared to have been created on a typewriter. 

 

Lehman, the Indians’ executive vice president of business, worked for the Indians in 1997, the last time the team hosted the All-Star Game. The 
binder still relays the basics, but the responsibilities tied to serving as the weeklong entertainer have grown exponentially. It’s not 1997 

anymore. 

 

“It was like walking down memory lane,” Lehman told The Athletic. 

 

It’s much more involved and complex now. There are more activities, more community initiatives, more departments and details to consider. 

The league awarded the Indians the 2019 affair in late January 2017. The organization initiated the early stages of planning for the jewel event 

at the start of this year. 

 

A small group has twice visited Washington, D.C., the site of this year’s festivities — once in April and once in June. This week, more than 40 
members of the planning committee are scouring the nation’s capital for ideas. The goal: Learn as much as possible about preparation and 

execution, about how things might work in Cleveland on July 9, 2019 (well, and the days before and after the sport’s 90th All-Star Game). 

 



The Indians are on deck. So, Lehman, the Indians’ executive vice president of business, and Curtis Danburg, the senior director of 

communications, sat down with The Athletic to shed light on the team’s planning. 

 

The traveling party 

Every department of the organization has some level of involvement in the All-Star festivities, from marketing to merchandising to 
communications to concessions to the grounds crew. So, among the 40 staffers in D.C. this week are representatives from each area. 

Members of the Greater Cleveland Sports Commission and the Cleveland Convention Center traveled to Washington as well. Oh, and the club 

has six players on the American League roster, the most the Indians have sent to the Midsummer Classic since 1999. 

 

Here’s a sampling of the crew that will investigate the All-Star workweek. 

 

Clubhouse attendants: Home clubhouse manager Tony Amato and visiting clubhouse manager Willie Jenks are on the trip to learn the ins and 

outs of organizing a room full of the league’s premier talent. It’s one thing to have a strong rapport with Francisco Lindor and Corey Kluber. It’s 

another to tend to the needs of unfamiliar multimillionaires who require uniforms, locker space, equipment and more. 

 
Grounds crew: Brandon Koehnke, the head groundskeeper, will visit Nationals Park to acquire a better idea of how to maintain the field 

throughout a week full of activity. The league holds dress rehearsals for everything, from lineup announcements to the holding of the giant flag 

in the outfield. There will be a lot of foot traffic on each of Koehnke’s precious blades of grass. 

 

“They have flag volunteers, 600 people holding a flag or standing on the field,” Lehman said. “They’re learning how to get in and get out and 

they’re shooting it to see how it looks on TV.” 

 

Communications: The Indians sent several members of their communications staff to D.C. Two will assist MLB with various duties this week, an 

assignment that should help equip them for next year, as they coordinate interviews, serve as liaisons between players and media and oversee 

players’ schedules. 
 

Other members of the organization trekked to Washington to get a sense of the layout of the festivities at the ballpark and across downtown. 

 

The Indians have asked each employee making the trip to attempt to answer a handful of questions: 

• What did you learn? 

• Did you see something we could do better? 

• Is it appropriate for Cleveland versus being in Washington? 

“We just don’t want to have any surprises,” Lehman said. 

 

The economics 
The Indians estimate that All-Star week will bring about $65 million to the city. Lehman said 16,000 hotel rooms have already been booked. The 

convention center has already been booked as well. 

 

There will be upward of 25 events, all across downtown, plus some league-sponsored baseball games held in the suburbs. League Park will 

also likely be used in some capacity. There will be a 5k run, a red carpet display for the players, parties and galas. There’s the Futures Game, 

the celebrity softball game, the Home Run Derby and the actual Midsummer Classic. There’s the PLAY Ball Park, a daily event somewhat 

reminiscent of Tribe Fest. 

 

Lehman said he anticipates well more than 100,000 people visiting the various stations in downtown Cleveland. Much of the groundwork the 

team must complete includes mapping out where each event will be held and what ramifications that will have on the city’s flow of vehicle and 
foot traffic. Where can they park trucks as they build certain structures or shuttle various materials into particular spaces? The league will hire 

consultants and contractors to aid with those processes. 

 

The Indians have met with city and county officials, the convention center and the Greater Cleveland Sports Commission, who had a large hand 

in assembling the team’s bid to host the All-Star Game. They discussed locations, measurements and traffic earlier this year. Those 

conversations will evolve as the timeline elapses. 

 

The Indians also plan to complete some additional renovations this winter, though they would not detail those intents. Lehman described it as “a 

chance to spiff up the building.” Throughout next season, Progressive Field — celebrating its 25th birthday — will display plenty of All-Star 

signage. The Indians will be the first MLB team to host the game six times. 
 

“The sheer volume of other activities and doing things in the community are much different,” Lehman said. “There’s much more meat to this. 

And, obviously, it requires more people and a lot more planning. 

 

“The one thing I’ll say is that (the league) really likes Cleveland. A lot of baseball folks who have been around a little bit, they know the town. I 

think that’s what helped us (win the bid), is that it’s walkable, everything is nearby — the ballpark, the convention center, the hotels. And the 

other thing that we sort of preached was, ‘You come to Cleveland, you own the town.’ It’s not just another thing.” 

 

The blueprint 

It’s almost like planning a wedding — but one about 1,000 times larger than the typical summer Saturday ceremony and reception. 
 

“You have the rehearsal dinner,” Lehman said. “You have the bachelor parties. You have the postgame brunch. 

 



“I think we’ll see more day-trippers and people in the area hanging out, seeing the hustle and bustle, the decorations, the buzz that occurs. 

We’re certainly enthused about it. I think it’s going to be a great time. Dressing the ballpark and having it for the whole year with logos and 

banners and things like that — it’ll be fun.” 

 

The Indians have held regular meetings in their offices at Progressive Field. Those will ramp up as the year unfolds. Representatives from the 
league office have visited periodically. Eventually, they’ll set up shop in Cleveland, and the Indians will have to set aside extra office space to 

accommodate them. 

 

“It’s fairly taxing on the group,” Lehman said. “It has such a long runway and requires so many people involved.” 

 

That means people working in the finance or ticketing departments will take on other roles as the week approaches. 

 

“It’s going to be all hands on deck,” Danburg said. 

 

The next phase, Lehman said, will be to dive into the “meat and potatoes” of street closures and space distribution. Essentially, creating the 
blueprint for an efficient week. 

 

There was no Futures Game in 1997. There were fewer events. The game itself — and, to a lesser extent, the Home Run Derby — was the 

spectacle. It’ll be a weeklong whirlwind next year, the culmination of more than a year of preparation. 

 

“It’ll be like the postseason,” Lehman said. “We’ll be pretty jazzed up.” 

 

Danburg: “At least we don’t have to hang on the win or loss.” 

 

Lehman: “Hopefully our guys will all perform.” 
 

Danburg: “We’re invested in a different way. Your mind more than your heart.” 

 

Brantley's homer lifts Indians to 5-2 win over Yankees 

The Associated Press  

CLEVELAND (AP) -- With a flight to catch, Michael Brantley quickly dressed and stuffed some batting gloves, cleats and other gear into a red-

white-and-blue duffel bag. 

 

Brantley's headed to the All-Star Game. Before leaving, he again showed why he's going. 

 
Brantley homered leading off the eighth inning, and the Cleveland Indians headed into the break with a 5-2 win over the New York Yankees on 

Sunday to split the four-game series between teams that could see each other in October. 

 

One of six Indians selected to play Tuesday in Washington, Brantley broke a 2-2 tie by belting a pitch from Chad Green (5-2) into the seats in 

right for his 12th homer - and 17th game-tying or go-ahead RBI this season. 

 

''I got a pitch out over the plate, put a good swing on it and was lucky to give us the lead,'' Brantley said. ''At the same time, the guys behind me 

did a great job putting quality at-bats together and scoring an extra couple of runs. It was nice.'' 

 

Following Brantley's shot, the Indians added two insurance runs in the inning when Jose Ramirez dashed home on a sacrifice fly by Yan 
Gomes and Green uncorked a wild pitch. 

 

Neil Walker homered for the Yankees, who are 29 games over .500 but trail the scorching Boston Red Sox by 4 1/2 games in the AL East. 

 

''There's nothing we can do about it,'' Yankees manager Aaron Boone said. ''We've got the Mets. That's our next up. Hopefully we get some 

cooperation standings-wise, but you'll drive yourself crazy in July trying to keep track of that.'' 

 

Carlos Carrasco (11-5) earned his first win in relief since July 19, 2014. The right-hander was available after pitching only five innings in 

Wednesday night's 19-4 blowout of Cincinnati. 

 
Cody Allen struck out two in the ninth and earned his 20th save in 21 opportunities, but Cleveland's win ended with the Indians holding their 

breath after Edwin Encarnacion was hit in the eighth. 

 

Cleveland's cleanup hitter homered in the fourth, but had to leave after being hit by a pitch on the right hand. Though it initially appeared 

Encarnacion might be badly hurt, Terry Francona said the slugger is OK. 

 

''He got the meat of the hand fortunately, and he checked out fine,'' he said. ''That was a big sigh of relief. That looked like it whacked him pretty 

good.'' 

 

Aaron Judge struck out three times against All-Star Trevor Bauer, and Giancarlo Stanton fanned twice for New York. 
 



Battling the heat early on, Bauer held the power-packed Bronx Bombers in check for seven innings, limiting them to two runs and seven hits. 

The right-hander will not pitch on Tuesday at Nationals Park unless the game goes to extra innings and Houston manager A.J. Hinch runs out 

of arms. 

 

''Yeah, I'd love to be on the mound Tuesday,'' Bauer said ''Who knows? It's not my decision where I pitch or not. I'm probably the only person in 
baseball rooting for extra innings in the All-Star Game.'' 

 

New York's Masahiro Tanaka was just as good, allowing two runs and six hits in his second start since coming off the disabled list. He's 

unbeaten in his last 11 starts stretching back to April 17. 

 

Tanaka coasted through three innings before Encarnacion tied it 2-2 in the fourth with home run No. 22. 

 

''Edwin's hit was huge,'' Francona said. ''To beat Tanaka, to be competitive against him, you got to be so disciplined and that split is such a 

good pitch and we were kind of having a hard time. And then when Edwin tied it with one swing, you're like, 'OK, at least we're not losing.' That 

was a huge hit for us.'' 
 

ELITE COMPANY 

Ramirez is just the fifth player in history with at least 25 homers and 20 steals before the All-Star break, joining Bobby Bonds (1973), Eric Davis 

(1987), Alex Rodriguez (1998) and Alfonso Soriano (2006). 

 

BREAK TIME 

Boone didn't have any say in his plans for the All-Star break. 

 

''I heard I'm going to Six Flags,'' he said, referring to the amusement park. Boone is looking forward to being with his family and ''doing a little 

summer time.'' 
 

Francona has a new home in Tucson, Arizona, which needs carpet and other necessities before he moves in after the season. Beyond some 

decorating, he's anxious for some down time. 

 

''I can spend three days just swimming and laying in the sun,'' he said. "And I can use it. I'm wiped out.'' 

 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Yankees: C Gary Sanchez homered for Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes-Barre and played seven innings in the first game of his rehab stint. Sanchez 

has been out since June 25 with a strained right groin. 

 
Indians: LHP Andrew Miller is pitching at Triple-A Columbus on Tuesday. The former All-Star has been out with inflammation in his right knee, 

but he's progressed to the point where he can pitch in games. 

 

UP NEXT 

Yankees: Open a three-game series at home with the Mets on Friday. 

 

Indians: Start the season's second half Friday at Texas. 

 

How Jose Ramirez went from too small to star to an artist at the plate 

Marly Rivera 
Heading into the All-Star break, there are four hitters in baseball with an OPS over 1.000. All four are in the American League, and all four will 

be starting in the All-Star Game. Mike Trout, you've heard of him. And you know Mookie Betts, the starting right fielder of the Boston Red Sox. 

And designated hitter J.D. Martinez was the big bat in last winter's free-agent class, and now he's earning every penny at the plate for Boston. 

 

But the fourth player? It's José Ramírez, the 5-foot-9 third baseman for the Cleveland Indians whose numbers have turned heads and quickly 

earned the respect of teammates and votes from fans. 

With interleague play and modern technology, the thrill of the Midsummer Classic is gone. It's time to try something completely different. 

From Trout and Betts to Lindor and Judge, it's clear where MLB's superstars are, but the National League is finally ruling interleague play. 

 

But the thing about Ramírez taking his place among the best hitters in the game is that it wasn't expected, it wasn't predicted, it wasn't 
foreseen. That's because when he started to pursue his dream of being a professional baseball player at age 15 in his native Dominican 

Republic, Ramírez found most doors leading to the majors being slammed in his face. 

 

Back in 2008, despite being one of the top-performing players in the Dominican Prospect League, Ramírez would hear phrases such as, "He's 

just a filler player," "He's way too small" and, the one that bothered him most of all, "He'll never be a star." 

 

Ramírez grew up in Baní, a city approximately 40 miles southwest of the Dominican capital of Santo Domingo, well known for its plantains and 

artisanal coffee, and for being former All-Star shortstop Miguel Tejada's hometown. Ramírez grew up dreaming of being like an all-world hitter 

named Ramírez -- Manny. But he had to settle for the nickname of "Mini-Me" due to his small size. 

 
"I knew it would be hard for me [to get signed] because [scouts] are always looking for a Mike Trout, a Bryce Harper. Those kind of guys; big, 

strong guys. I imagine that [José] Altuve had the same thing happen to him. I guess nobody believed Altuve could be what he has become. 

Sometimes your size, a smaller body, one does not attract attention or anything and nobody believes in you," he said. 



"I always excelled in the DPL, but no one would ever really believe in me," Ramírez explained in a one-on-one interview with ESPN. "Only my 

coach, Enrique Soto, he always supported me. He always told me, 'You're the best player here; the thing is no one knows about it.' 

 

"There were players getting millions in signing bonuses; big boys that were worth a lot of money," Ramírez added. "Enrique Soto told Ramón 

Peña [who led Cleveland's Latin American scouting from 2009 to 2016], 'You'd give $2 million to those guys and you won't give $200,000 to 
José Ramírez? He's the best player here, and he's going to make it to the majors really fast.' And they negotiated and negotiated, and Ramón 

Peña said he wouldn't pay more than $50,000. The day he signed me, [Peña] said, 'Enrique has no idea what a bad deal he just made!'" 

 

Even after signing, Ramírez did not have it easy, even though he just kept hitting despite being among the youngest players at every level on 

the way up. His stature was always seen as a strike against him. But after splitting the 2013 season playing second, third and shortstop at 

Double-A at 20 years old, he earned an initial cup of coffee when rosters expanded. 

"I won't mention any names, but there are people even in this organization who said they were not going to bring me up to the big leagues, that 

I was not ready," Ramírez said. "I never said anything to them, I tried to remain humble, but I always knew I would prove them wrong." 

 

He earned a return to the majors for the second half in 2014 -- aged just 21 years old -- but struggled to stick in 2015. But since he made it back 
to the majors to stay in August 2015, he has done nothing but hit, delivering a .775 OPS for the rest of 2015, an .825 OPS with 60 extra-base 

hits in 2016, topped by last year's breakthrough to a .957 OPS and a third-place finish in AL MVP voting. Indians manager Terry Francona 

would be the first one to point out that you underestimate "Josie" at your own peril. 

 

"Josie has made himself what he is," Francona explained. "When he first came up, we had to send him back twice because he was struggling. 

We knew he'd be a good utility player because he could move around; he could run a bit. And then, once he got going ... it's amazing when 

people understand, 'Man, I can belong here.' Then all of a sudden you just don't belong -- 'I can thrive here.' 

 

"He is a player that you can win with," Francona said. Then he added, "He is a player that you can anchor your team around him and win." 

And just like that, the former prospect too small to take seriously is too big for the Indians to win without. Paired with all-world shortstop 
Francisco Lindor, his gifts help the Indians trade punches at the plate with the big-budget, star-laden lineups in New York or Boston, which 

gives them two franchise players to keep contending with for years to come. But where Lindor could become a free agent after 2021, Ramírez 

is already locked in as an Indian through 2023 after signing a five-year contract with two team options. 

 

He's well worth the investment. Hitting coach Ty Van Burkleo considers Ramírez to be gifted with some of the best hand-eye coordination and 

pitch recognition in baseball. "He's really a natural good hitter," Van Burkleo noted. "He's got very good quick-twitch reactionary-type athleticism 

... the way his mind works and his calmness, the fearlessness. It's just a perfect combination." 

 

That combination has helped Ramírez deliver in almost any situation the Indians might need, creating an in-game problem opponents can't 

work their way around. And in today's reliever-dominated game with opponents always looking to gain matchup advantages, Ramírez's balance 
can be even more important. In addition to being dangerous from both sides of the plate, he ranks in the top 10 in OPS against both opposing 

starters and relievers this season, with nearly identical OPS marks and strikeout rates against both. 

 

"He's such a good hitter that the guys coming out of the pen -- yeah, they've got great stuff, but they're not going to overmatch a hitter with his 

skills, because he can really hit anything," Van Burkleo said. "I think the fact that he doesn't expand in the zone often is one of his strengths. 

He's also a very smart hitter." 

 

Fourteen-year veteran Edwin Encarnación, one of the most respected power hitters of his generation, is one of the biggest beneficiaries from 

his teammate's exemplary pitch-recognition skills. Encarnación explained that the level of Ramírez's pitch-recognition abilities are like those of 

players with much more experience in the majors. 
 

"I think that's why you have to tip your cap to Ramírez, because he has done it in such a short time," Encarnación said. "He has an approach, 

he as a plan for every at-bat. ... I always watch him; we always talk about the pitcher we're facing." 

 

"That's a great advantage for Eddie because they're both really smart hitters and to be able to feed off each other is great," Van Burkleo said. 

"We were playing Milwaukee, and [Jeremy] Jeffress came in, who's got a good fastball and a good breaking ball. Eddie told me when they were 

on deck that Ramírez said, 'He's going to throw me a first-pitch curveball and I am going to hit a home run.' And he threw him a first-pitch 

curveball. He didn't hit a home run, but he had a rip at it. He was right on." 

 

As a result of his planning, prescience and power, what Ramírez can do gives the Indians an asset much like a diminutive slugger who 
powered last season's champs, the Houston Astros, and inspires the same kind of respect. 

 

"José Ramírez is like an Altuve, they're not big guys," Encarnación said. "No one never expects players of that size to hit 30 home runs in the 

big leagues. And yet they do. They not only hit 30 home runs, they hit over 30 doubles and hit over .300. I think that's incredible. Since I get to 

see José Ramírez every day, I'm not surprised by the numbers he has put up, but I am surprised by the strength that he has from both sides [of 

the plate]." 

Since the start of August 2015, when he returned to the major leagues to stay, the switch-hitter has hit both right-handed and left-handed 

pitchers almost equally well, crushing righties at a .305/.369/.547 clip and lefties for .309/.356/.513 while striking out about just 10 percent of the 

time against both. 

 
"I think people still don't believe in his qualities as a player," Encarnacion said. "But I speak as a player, and I believe he should be on any list 

[of top hitters] because he is a tremendous hitter." 

 



Indians first-baseman Yonder Alonso goes even further, saying a Ramírez at-bat is nothing short of a work of art. 

 

"When Ramírez steps out to the plate, we may see it as a game or as an athlete going out there and doing his thing, but it really is an art. This 

guy is a painter; this guy is like Picasso," Alonso said last week as Ramírez drew close to hitting his 30th home run of the season before the All-

Star break, after hitting 29 last season. "What he is doing is beyond what we are seeing now in the game, where you see a lot of guys hitting 
.220, and hitting 30 home runs. But he's a guy who is hitting .330, with an on-base percentage of .400. 

 

"It's artwork what this guy does every day." 

 

Teammate Andrew Miller compares Ramirez to Altuve, as well, but also to Dustin Pedroia, his former Red Sox teammate and the 2008 AL 

MVP. 

"That's one of the beauties of baseball; you can't overlook guys because of their stature," Miller said. "There's certainly an advantage to being 

built like Aaron Judge. But we've all found out that somebody like that, like a José Altuve, they can go up there and be MVP-type players. 

Dustin Pedroia won an MVP. I think Josie is there. I am as a big a fan of Pedroia as there's ever been, and I think Josie is there, and I think he's 

going to be there for a long time." 
 

Yet for all the 25-year-old Ramírez has already achieved, there are still times he feels like he did a decade ago back in Baní -- someone not 

recognized as one of the top players in the game, not yet at least. 

 

"It makes me feel good sometimes to think about the fact that nobody thought I could do this. I was too small ... I had no future. But I was 

always the hardest worker. No one would ever work harder than me," Ramírez said. 

 

And it's that ethic, that skill, and what his teammates say is his artistry at the plate that might make him baseball's latest little big man to win an 

MVP award. 

 

Indians 5, Yankees 2: Michael Brantley breaks tie with home run in three-run eighth; Indians gain split of series 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: Michael Brantley put on a power display at the right time and Jose Ramirez ignited the crowd with some speed, and those two 
spurred an eighth-inning rally that lifted the Indians to a 5-2 win over the New York Yankees on Sunday afternoon at Progressive Field. 

The Indians and Yankees spent much of the day in a 2-2 deadlock until the eighth inning with Yankees reliever Chad Green on the mound. 
Brantley launched a pitch to right field that had just enough to clear the out-stretched reach of leaping outfielder Giancarlo Stanton to give the 
Indians their first lead of the day. 

Ramirez followed with a single up the middle. He then stole second and advanced to third on an errant throw by Yankees catcher Kyle 
Higashioka. With the bases loaded and one out, Yan Gomes sent a high fly ball to right field. Ramirez tested Stanton’s arm and beat the throw 
on a bang-bang play with a head-first slide, putting the Indians ahead 4-2. A wild pitch brought home pinch runner Erik Gonzalez to push it to a 
three-run rally. 

“I got a pitch out over the plate, put a good swing on it and was lucky to give us the lead,” Brantley said. “At the same time, the guys behind me 
did a great job putting quality at-bats together and scoring an extra couple of runs. It was nice.” 

Edwin Encarnacion was hit on the hand by a pitch in the eighth and was in obvious pain. After being checked by trainers, he was replaced by 
Gonzalez. 

Indians manager Terry Francona said after the game that Encarnacion checked out fine. Encarnacion added that there was no fracture and it 
was just a little sore. 

Cody Allen pitched a clean ninth inning for his 20th save . 

The Yankees did some damage against Indians starting pitcher Trevor Bauer early with a couple of two-out hits. With a runner on third in the 
third, Aaron Hicks singled to right to score Brett Gardner. An inning later, Neil Walker belted a solo home run to right field to put the Yankees 
ahead 2-0. 

The Indians had been quiet against Yankees starting pitcher Masahiro Tanaka up to that point. That was until Encarnacion launched the first 
pitch he saw from Tanaka in the fourth for a two-run home run to the Home Run Porch to tie it 2-2. It was his 22nd home run of the season. 

Bauer received some strong defensive support as the Indians kept it close. Kipnis robbed Gardner of a hit with a diving stop in the fourth inning, 
Yonder Alonso saved a run with a leaping catch to potentially take away extra bases from Hicks in the fifth and Brantley made a diving catch on 
a line drive off the bat of Walker in the seventh. 

Early on, Bauer was fighting the heat and didn’t receive much of a break with Tanaka working fast. 

“I thought the heat got to him a little bit,” Francona said of Bauer. “I think he was fighting it. I thought the medical staff did a good job of keeping 
him hydrated, liquidated, all that stuff. He actually was better at the end. In fact, he wanted to stay in and I don’t blame him because he was 
pitching very well. He’s been everything you could ask for and his tank seems like it’s going towards full as opposed to [empty].” 

Carlos Carrasco relieved Bauer and pitched a scoreless eighth inning in relief to earn the win. It was the first time Carrasco has pitched in relief 
since August of 2014. 
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Indians notebook: Yan Gomes has ‘happiest strikeout’ of his life after All-Star announcement 

By Ryan Lewis 



CLEVELAND: As Yan Gomes stepped to the plate with the Indians trailing by a run and Aroldis Chapman on the mound in the bottom of the 
ninth of Saturday night’s game, it represented one of the most difficult situations to be in as a hitter. It was also the moment he received one of 
the best messages of his baseball career. 

As he walked up, the Indians flashed across the scoreboard that Gomes had just made the American League All-Star team, his first selection. 
Tampa Bay Rays catcher Wilson Ramos sustained a hamstring injury in Saturday’s game and is unable to play, opening up one more spot. 

Gomes stepped out of the batter’s box as he received a standing ovation from the home crowd, the dugout and those in the clubhouse, who 
have often raved about all that Gomes does for the pitching staff. It was unorthodox timing, but Indians manager Terry Francona felt Gomes 
had earned the recognition and deserved to hear it from more than only the manager. 

“Yeah I told [Gomes] when I went out to take the pitcher out in the eighth, he was hitting third, I said, ‘You’re going to have a good at-bat,’” 
Francona said. “And he looked at me [confused]. I said, ‘Just wait, you’re going to have a good at-bat.’ It would have been nice if he had 
capped it off with a home run, but he’s very deserving and even in a tight game like that where you’re biting your nails, to watch his teammates, 
that felt good.” 

Mike Clevinger, Saturday’s starting pitcher, responded as Francona thought he and the rest of the Indians’ roster might. 

“I mean we kind of erupted in here as if we just tied the game when we saw it,” Clevinger said. “That speaks volumes for what he’s done for not 
just me, but every pitcher in here, just being a good teammate all-around and what he brings to the table, especially putting up with me and 
[Trevor Bauer has] got to be worth something.” 

Gomes went on to strike out for the second out of the inning, but he walked back to the dugout in a “weird” fog due to the news he had just 
received. 

“That was kind of a weird at-bat. It was like, the happiest strikeout,” Gomes said after the game, clearly a bit emotional to have made his first 
All-Star team. “I had the weirdest feeling walking back. It was kind of weird. … I don’t think I’ve ever been that emotional in an at-bat before. I’m 
not going to lie, it was kind of hard to get back in the box. I tried to focus in there, but it didn’t quite work out.” 

All-Star schedule 

Houston Astros manager A.J. Hinch, who will be the manager for the AL All-Star team, texted Francona about when each player might get into 
the game. Jose Ramirez, the AL’s starter at third base, is expected to play roughly five innings. Michael Brantley, Francisco Lindor and Yan 
Gomes should enter at some point thereafter. Trevor Bauer, as Francona indicated earlier this week, is expected to only pitch in the game if it 
goes into extra innings. Corey Kluber, who received a knee injection, will not play. 

Hurdle cleared 

The report from Andrew Miller’s live session in Akron on Saturday was all positive. Miller’s next step is scheduled to be a rehab appearance for 
Triple-A Columbus on Tuesday. After that, Miller could flip between Columbus and Akron depending on their schedules. 

Miller’s progress has been all good news for the Indians recently. 

“Just watching him the other day, that back leg was back up in the air again,” Francona said. “And he wasn’t flying off of that. It was really 
exciting to watch that.” 
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Cleveland Indians pitching prospect Kiernan Lovegrove allows homer, but enjoys Futures Game 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In most cases having a dual citizenship can be helpful, but sometimes it can be downright confusing. 

Take Indians pitching prospect Kiernan Lovegrove as a test case. When his manager at Class AA Akron, Tony Mansolino, called him into the 
office to tell him he'd been selected to pitch in the Futures Game on Sunday at Nationals Park as part of MLB's All-Star Game festivities, 
Lovegrove was shocked. 

"In my time in pro ball I've never done anything like this," said Lovegrove before Sunday's game. "It was surreal. Tony Mansolino and I have 
been together for three years now at Lake County, Lynchburg and Akron. He just said it so nonchalantly ... 'You're going to the Futures Game.' 

"I heard it and then I said, 'Oh, that Futures Games. That one.'" 

A dazed Lovegrove left Mansolino's office and was still trying to get his arms around what he'd just heard. 

"I walked out of the meeting and forgot to ask what team I was playing for - the World or USA," he said. 

Lovegrove was born in Johannesburg, South Africa. He moved to Los Angeles with his family when he was five. His mother, Kelly, is a U.S. 
citizen and he and his sister, Kayla, are citizens of both countries. Lovegrove, it turned out, was on the World Team. 

On Sunday, Lovegrove pitched one-third of an inning in Team USA's 10-6 victory over the World at Nationals Park. He entered the game with 
two out in the fifth and the score tied, 5-5, only to allow a homer to USA's Taylor Trammell, the game's MVP. He had plenty of company in that 
regard as the two teams combined to hit eight homers, four by each team. 

"Trammell put a good swing on the ball," said Lovegrove, after the game. "I made the highlight reel, but not the way I wanted to make it. 

"I will admit there's a difference in the major and minor league ball. The grip was different. That's interesting to try and get used to, but it was 
fun. I have to realize that moving forward I'm going to have to make an adjustment." 

Lovegrove kiddingly Tweeted in the days before the game that since he was one of the oldest members of the World Team at 23, he didn't 
know if he'd like his teammates' music or understand his mostly Spanish-speaking teammates. 

"It's actually been a lot of fun," said Lovegrove. "I was telling people that Big Papi (World manager David Ortiz) spoke real slow in the meeting 
in Spanish so I could understand about 90 percent of it. I was looking over at the Australian guys and they were completely lost. I felt bad. 



"I'm decent with Spanish if it's not being spoken quickly. I can speak enough to earn a little bit of respect for trying. I'm sure my grammar is 
terrible. It's been seven years since high school. The lessons I've learned have gone out the window." 

Cleveland Indians prospect Kiernan Lovegrove on being selected to the Futures Game 

Lovegrove said his father, Keith, moved his family out of South Africa because of the political unrest in the last 1990s. 

"My mother has family in Los Angeles," he said. "We moved in with my grandmother there until my dad could get out. My first memories of sport 
were Dodger games. I've had a love affair with baseball ever since." 

Lovegrove wore a special number and cleats on Sunday. The number was 19, which is retired in the Indians organization because Hall of 
Famer Bob Feller wore it. 

"This is the first time I've been able to wear 19," said Lovegrove. "My mom and sister were both born on the 19th. The Roman Numerals XIX 
became a family thing that we kept. I've always wanted to wear 19, but obviously with Bob Feller having his number retired, I've never been 
able to. This was an opportunity for me to be able to do that for my family. One of these jerseys going to end up at home with them." 

Lovegrove's cleats featured the skyline of Cape Town, where he spent most of his early life in South Africa. Table Mountain, a famous landmark 
that overlooks the city, was also painted on the cleats along with the Roman numerals XIX. 

The Indians selected Lovegrove with their third-round pick in 2012. The 6-4 right-hander is having his best season, a combined 4-0 with three 
saves and a 1.35 ERA (six earned runs in 40 innings) at Class A Lynchburg and Akron. He's struck out 48 and walked 19. 

"I've kind of reworked my pitching this year," said Lovegrove. "I went back to my natural lower arm slot. I'm not trying to blow everything by guys 
with a four-seam fastball." 

Lovegrove throws between 95-99 mph. The home run he allowed to Trammell came on a 96 mph pitch. 

Kieran Lovegrove (4-26-2018) vs. Winston-Salem (Lynchburg, VA) 

"It's fastball, knuckle curve and change up," he said. "I went back to throwing the change up after scrapping it for two years. I think that's made 
a huge difference in keeping people off the fastball. 

"I can't remember who told me this, but he said major league hitters can hit a bullet if they know where it's going to be. ... What I wanted to do 
this year is to work a little more as a pitcher than a thrower and it's worked out for me." 

Lovegrove not only credited the pitching coaches he's worked with this year, but mental skills coaches in the Indians' organization. 

"Ceci Clark, Brian Miles and Oscar Gutierrez are an incredible asset to the organization," said Lovegrove. "Their whole goal is to make us 
understand that 90 percent of our physical output is controlled by our mental attitude. I think that has made an enormous difference this year - a 
change in attitude, a change in confidence. I've put in all the work, I've spent years and years making so many mistakes and I think all the 
knowledge has finally settled in." 

Lovegrove and Francisco Mejia were supposed to represent the Indians at the Futures Game. Mejia, however, was promoted to Cleveland on 
Saturday from Class AAA Columbus. He was optioned back to Columbus after Sunday's win over the Yankees so he can keep playing while 
the Indians enter their All-Star break. 
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Cleveland Indians hustle into All-Star break with 5-2 victory against New York Yankees 

By Joe Noga,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Michael Brantley's muscle and Jose Ramirez's hustle proved to be the difference for the Cleveland Indians on Sunday as 
the Tribe earned a series split against the visiting New York Yankees with a 5-2 win at Progressive Field. 

Brantley delivered the go-ahead home run off Yankees reliever Chad Green leading off the bottom of the eighth with the score tied at 2, and 
Ramirez manufactured an insurance run when he singled, stole second and advanced to third on a throwing error. He later scored on Yan 
Gomes' sacrifice fly to right. 

Yankees right fielder Giancarlo Stanton made a strong throw to the plate, but Ramirez beat catcher Kyle Higashioka's tag with a head-first slide. 
Pinch runner Erik Gonzalez trotted home on a wild pitch by Green for a three-run advantage. 

"I got a pitch out over the plate, put a good swing on it and was lucky to give us the lead," Brantley said of his go-ahead homer. "The guys 
behind me did a great job putting quality at-bats together and scoring an extra couple of runs." 

Brantley's home run was his 12th of the season and first since June 11, giving him 56 RBI. Ramirez, meanwhile, became the first Indians hitter 
with at least 20 home runs and 20 stolen bases before the All-Star break since Grady Sizemore in 2008. 

Manager Terry Francona said he's not supposed to run out of superlatives for players like Ramirez, so he noted the All-Star's hustle was an 
indicator of his passion for the game.  

"He's a great player and he's a great teammate who cares about winning, almost desperately," Francona said. "That's a pretty good 
combination to be all balled up into a 5-foot-9 third baseman." 

Cody Allen struck out a pair and got Neil Walker to pop out in the ninth for his 20th save. 

Trevor Bauer (8-6, 2.24) pitched seven innings and allowed a pair of runs on seven hits with a walk and seven strikeouts. He ranks third in the 
American League with 175 punchouts trailing Boston's Chris Sale and Houston's Gerritt Cole. 

Bauer surrendered an RBI single to Yankees center fielder Aaron Hicks in the third inning and a solo home run to second baseman Neil Walker 
in the fourth. It was the eighth time Bauer has pitched at least six innings and allowed fewer than three runs but failed to get a win. 

After giving up singles to Stanton and Aaron Judge in the first inning, Bauer settled in and made an adjustment to the heart of New York's order.  



"Don't throw fastballs," Bauer said. "Judge hit the first one. I made an adjustment, starting throwing them more breaking stuff until they make an 
adjustment back, that's kind of what I stuck with." 

Carlos Carrasco relieved Bauer in the eighth inning and picked up his 11th victory. It was Carrasco's first relief appearance since Aug. 5, 2014 
against Cincinnati at Progressive Field. He made 114 consecutive starts for Cleveland between the two relief outings. 

"He hadn't come out of the 'pen in a while and it's easy to let the adrenaline take over, especially in a game like that against that team," Bauer 
said. "So he handed it great." 

After a Brantley leadoff walk in the fourth, Edwin Encarnacion tied the score at 2 with a two-run blast to the home run porch in left against New 
York starter Masahiro Tanaka (7-2, 4.54). It was Encarnacion's 22nd home run, giving him 65 RBI. He left the game in the eighth inning after 
being hit on the hand by a Green pitch. 

Francona said afterward that the slugger checked out OK. 

"We were going to run for him anyway," Francona said. "That was a big sigh of relief. It looked like it whacked him pretty good." 

What it means 

The Indians reach the All-Star break with a 52-43 record, including a 4-6 mark in their last 10, and a 7.5-game lead in the American League 
Central over Minnesota. Last year, the Tribe led the Central by 2 1/2 games at the break. 

The pitches 

Tanaka threw 77 pitches, 54 (70 percent) for strikes. Bauer threw 110 pitches, 74 (67 percent) for strikes. 

Thanks for coming 

The Yankees and Indians drew 32,644 fans to Progressive Field on Sunday afternoon. First pitch was at 1:11 p.m. with a temperature of 85 
degrees. 

Next 

Six Indians will head to Washington D.C. for All-Star Game festivities this week. The 89th Midsummer Classic airs Tuesday at 8 p.m. on Fox. 
Cleveland opens the second half of the season July 20 in Arlington against the Texas Rangers at 8:05 p.m. 
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Andrew Miller set for rehab appearance Tuesday in Columbus, and 4 things we learned Sunday about the Cleveland Indians 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Andrew Miller is on schedule to make a rehab appearance Tuesday in Columbus to test his sore right knee, Cleveland 
Indians manager Terry Francona said. 

Miller, on the disabled list since May 26 with a sore right knee, could split time between Columbus and Akron during his rehab, depending on 
which team is at home on a given day. 

"We're just trying to keep him around here," Francona said. 

Miller threw from the game mound Saturday at Canal Park in Akron prior to the Rubberducks game against Binghamton. 

Francona said Miller appears confident and ready to turn things loose when he's up on the mound. 

"Just watching him the other day, that back leg was back up in the air again and he wasn't flying off of that," Francona. "It was really exciting to 
watch." 

Sneak preview 

American League All-Star manager A.J. Hinch of Houston texted Francona Sunday morning and laid out exactly how he plans to use each 
Indians player in Tuesday's game at Nationals Park in Washington D.C. 

Francona, who managed two All-Star Games when he was with Boston, said he appreciated the courtesy from Hinch, who is calling the shots 
for the first time. 

"He told me (Jose Ramirez) is going to play third, obviously and play five innings," Francona said. "(Michael Brantley) and the other guys are 
coming in second. Trevor (Bauer) is only going to pitch if it's extra innings." 

Sign away 

One part of All-Star week that the Tribe's six representatives can definitely anticipate is a lot of autograph time on Monday. Francona said 
players at the Midsummer Classic are required to sign an outrageous number of baseballs. 

"I'm going to try not to exaggerate, but I bet you sign 24 dozen balls," Francona said. "It takes you a couple hours. And it was me. It wasn't like I 
was Mike Trout. It's just too much." 

Some R&R 

Francona's big plans for the All-Star break include a few days shopping for home decor and some time relaxing by the pool in Tucson, Ariz. 
where he is building a new house. 

"I can go do a lot of that stuff like carpet -- stuff that most people wouldn't be excited about, but I will be," he said. "So that when I get home I 
can move into it. The timing's perfect." 

Moment in time 

Francona explained his decision to announce Yan Gomes' All-Star selection prior to his ninth-inning at-bat Saturday came from the perspective 
that he wanted to share the experience with Gomes' teammates and fans. 



"I stepped back for a minute and thought it would be really fun to tell him, but the way the team feels about him, the fans -- I didn't feel like I 
should get all the fun," Francona said. "I knew that when his teammates heard it, they would be excited. And they were." 

Francona said he did not think the moment got in the way of Gomes' at-bat. Yankees closer Aroldis Chapman may have, but not the moment. 

"I thought it was a cool way to try and give somebody everything they deserve," Francona said. 
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Cleveland Indians: Six All-stars show how close they are to having a good team -- Terry Pluto 

By Terry Pluto,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- After having five All-Stars last year, the Indians have six All-Stars in 2018. 

That's right - six. Only Trevor Bauer and Yan Gomes, named to the team Saturday in place of injured Tampa Bay catcher Wilson Ramos, are 
being honored for the first time. 

Corey Kluber is on his third consecutive All-Star team with two Cy Young Awards next to his name. 

Francisco Lindor is a sensational, charismatic shortstop. He keeps this up, Lindor will one day be inducted in Cooperstown. He's that good.  

Michael Brantley is making it for a third time -- 2014, 2017 and 2018. 

Jose Ramirez is an All-Star for the second season in a row. 

And the Indians are headed to the playoffs for the fourth time in six years. 

A LITTLE HISTORY 

These are not the Indians of my youth. In 1964, Jack Kralick made the All-Star team. He was the only All-Star. The same with Jim Grant in 
1963. 

One Tribe player on the All-Star team -- partly because baseball required each team to have at least a single representative. 

In 1980, I was the Plain Dealer's baseball writer.  That team had a single All-Star: Jorge Orta. Until I looked at the list of Tribe All-Star 
selections, I forgot Orta was even with the Tribe. 

I still don't recall what he did to be an All-Star, although it's easy to remember how Joe Charboneau was the American League Rookie of the 
Year in 1980. 

Orta batted .291 with 10 HR and 64 RBI in 1980. 

Ah, those were the years! Think of the lost decades of the 1960s, '70s, '80s and the first part of the 1990s. 

Under manager Terry Francona, the Tribe has the best overall record in the American League since 2013. 

So much has been so good. 

THE FRUSTRATION 

Six All-Stars. Sensational starting pitching. A lineup with power. They entered Saturday ranked third in the American League in homers, fourth 
in runs scored. 

Defense that is above average. A team destined to win the Central Division for the third year in a row. 

It has been easy to embrace the Tribe of recent years. 

Yet, the Indians should have a better record than 51-43 with six All-Stars. That's the hard part of this season - a sense that an opportunity to 
return to the World Series could be missed. 

We can say the Tribe can use another good hitter, especially in the outfield. But that's not the real problem. 

THERE IS STILL TIME 

Fans know the problem. The bullpen. It's the worst in baseball with a 5.39 ERA. 

They are blessed by being in a bad Central Division. But these things go in cycles. From 2012-16, four of the six American League champions 
came from the Central Division. 

So I'm not going to dismiss the Indians simply because it's a bad year in the Central. They remain a very good team. If they can straighten out 
the bullpen, they could be a beast for the rest of the American League in the playoffs. 

But right now, this roster can't do it - even if Andrew Miller finally is healthy after the All-Star break. There isn't enough depth. 

Team President Chris Antonetti and the rest of the front office know this. And this front office has made bold mid-season trades before. 

Of the Tribe's six All-Stars, only Brantley is a free agent at the end of the season. So the Tribe is not in a "now-or-never" situation when it 
comes to contention. But the bullpen needs help now. It needs help next season as Cody Allen, Miller and others are headed to free agency. 

With a team that has six All-Stars, it's imperative the Indians again figure out of way to bring some real relief to a team that desperately needs it. 
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Akron RubberDucks complete 4-game sweep of Binghamton 

 



By Cliff Pinckard,  

AKRON, Ohio -- Bobby Bradley had a two-run homer and Joe Sever and Sam Haggerty each had a pair of RBI to lead the RubberDucks to a 9-
5 win Sunday and a four-game sweep of the Binghamton Rumble Ponies. 

Sever's double in the third inning erased a 2-0 deficit for the RubberDucks. But Akron again fell behind, 3-2, in the fourth after the Ponies' 
Jhoan Urena hit a solo shot off RubberDucks starter Triston McKenzie. 

Bradley gave Akron its first lead with a two-run homer in the fifth and the RubberDucks didn't trail again. Akron iced the game with four runs in 
the eighth thanks to RBI hits from Haggerty and Tyler Krieger and a costly error by Ponies catcher Patrick Mazeika. 

Krieger finished 3-for-4 with an RBI. 

McKenzie (4-2, 2.86 ERA) lasted 5 2/3 innings, giving up three runs, one earned, and four hits. He struck out seven. 

Akron (55-38) has a five-game lead in the Western Division of the Class AA Eastern League. 
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Indians 5, Yankees 2: 12 Walk-Off Thoughts on Trevor Bauer battling the heat, a chess match with the Yankees’ sluggers and Jose 

Ramirez just about leaving Terry Francona speechless 

by Ryan Lewis 

Here are 12 Walk-Off Thoughts after the Indians’ 5-2 win over the New York Yankees on Sunday. 

 
1. If there’s one consistent thing with Trevor Bauer, it’s that he wants to take the ball. He wants to stay on the mound. He just threw 110 pitches, 

and he’d probably take the mound as you’re reading this if he could. He wanted to come back out for the eighth inning, and he wants to pitch 

Tuesday night in the All-Star Game. Just, let him throw until there aren’t any more batters to face, and then he’ll keep throwing against a fence 

somewhere. 

 

2. Sunday’s start was another example of Bauer finishing stronger than he finished, which is somewhat of a goal every time out for him. Bauer’s 

ability to hold his stuff is one of the reasons why he’s put up an All-Star first half, and why he’s able to pitch deeper into games and face lineups 

a third and fourth time. Though, on Sunday, Bauer was also fighting the heat early on. The Yankees tagged him for two runs in the first four 

innings as Bauer struggled to catch his breath with Masahiro Tanaka working so quickly on the other side. 

 
3. Said Bauer: “Yeah, it was hot. I struggled getting the heartrate down a little bit, possibly because it was a day game and sometimes your 

body reacts differently, and shoot, Tanaka breezed through the first three or four innings on like 40 pitches or something so I would go in, sit 

down, take a drink, put my Mark Pro on and put a towel on my head and it was three outs and I never had a chance to sit still. So that was a bi 

turning point when we were able to string together a little bit longer inning in the fourth, I think when Eddie hit the homer, tied the game up and it 

kind of let me catch my breath for the first time. I was pretty good after that.” 

 

4. Indians manager Terry Francona added: “I thought pitched his heart out. I thought early, I thought the heat got to him a little bit. I think he 

was fighting it. I thought the medical staff did a good job of keeping him hydrated, liquidated, all that stuff. He actually was better at the end. In 

fact, he wanted to stay in and I don’t blame him because he was pitching very well. He’s been everything you could ask for and his tank seems 

like it’s going towards full as opposed to [empty].” 
 

5. Bauer is only slated to throw in the All-Star Game if it goes into extras. Bauer joked that he’s the only person in baseball rooting for extra 

innings in the All-Star Game. He also joked that Carlos Carrasco vultured his win on Sunday after Carrasco came in to pitch the eighth inning. 

 

6. Said Bauer, chuckling: “Yeah, every time he touches the ball he gets a win. It’s unbelievable. He can give up 10. He can give up zero. He 

can come out of the ‘pen. He can start. He freaking vultured my win, man, unbelievable. Um, that’s all I have to say about that, that’s ridiculous. 

He’s good, man. He comes out of the ‘pen, 96, 97 and then a power breaking ball, two of them, power split change, it’s tough to hit him always 

and when the fastball is like that out of the pen, it just makes things a nightmare. So hats off to him for being able to do that.” 

 

7. Carrasco was available out of the bullpen since he hadn’t pitched since Wednesday and the All-Star break was coming up, so it was an 
opportunity to get him some work. It was something Francona appreciated, saying, “You know what? Besides the fact that he did it, he did it so 

willingly. That means a lot to us. It’s not always the case. Besides the fact that he came in throwing 97, but just the fact that he did it with a 

smile. That means a lot.” 

 

8. Bauer did well to adjust to the Yankees’ sluggers and stay out of serious trouble. In the first inning, they got the better of him. Both Aaron 

Judge and Giancarlo Stanton drilled fastballs. Judge’s ball had an exit velocity of 113.9 mph, according to Statcast. Stanton hit his at 115.7 

mph. That constitutes as drilled. Both went for singles, and Bauer escaped the inning unharmed. It also gave him a chance to adjust, and he 

went on to strike out Judge three times and Stanton once. Here’s Bauer on the chess game of adjustments needed to handle the Yankees’ 

sluggers. 

 
9. Here’s Bauer when asked what he learned from the first round of at-bats against them: “Don’t throw fastballs. Judge hit the first one. It was a 

good location, where I wanted to throw it, and he hit it. So it kind of gave me an idea of what his approach was going to be today. And then I 

had a long at-bat with Stanton. I thought I had him swinging on one of them. Then I tried to come back two-seam and found his barrel. He 

almost found my face, too. Fortunately, that didn’t’ happen. After that, I understand where they’re at. First time through an order it’s always kind 

of a feeling out process. You go in with a plan but they come in with a plan, too. Sometimes those plans overlap and you end up throwing them 

what they’re looking for. So it’s impotent to ben able to read swings and approaches and stuff like that the firs time through so you can make 

that adjustment. Fortunately, those two stayed in the park. They were both hit really hard. Thankfully, the launch angle wasn’t correct otherwise 

those would have been 420-foot shots. And then the second and third time through, until they make an adjustment to my adjustment—I amen 



san adjustment, starting throwing them more breaking stuff until they make an adjustment back, that’s kind of whatI stuck with. Stanton did, he 

hit a good curveball the [third time up]. He hit the curveball hard up the middle, so the next time I face him, theres an adjustment to be made to 

that. It kind of opens up the full repertoire again since he has to adjust to the bottom end there. That’s a fairly typical process against any lineup. 

You see what they’re doing, adjust and go from there.” 

 
10. In the eighth, Michael Brantley put the Indians on top with one swing. Jose Ramirez then gave them an insurance run through his speed 

and hustle. Ramirez singled to center, stole second, advanced to third via an errant throw and then scored on a fairly shallow fly ball to right 

field, beating Stanton’s throw to home in a bang-bang play. Ramirez also became just the second Indians player to record at least 20 home 

runs and 20 stolen bases before the All-Star break, joining Grady Sizemore in 2008. 

 

11. Francona is running out of ways to describe what Ramirez has done, saying, “I know I’m not supposed to run out of things to say because 

I’m not supposed to because I love bragging about the guys but it’s hard. Today, I thought he almost willed himself to—he’s a great player. He’s 

a great teammate. And he cares about winning, almost desperately. That’s a pretty good combination to be all balled up into a 5-foot-9 third 

baseman.” 

 
12. Edwin Encarnacion belted a two-run home run in the fourth that tied it 2-2 and gave Bauer the rest he needed to catch his breath. He also 

appears to be fine after being hit with a pitch in the eighth. Encarnacion said he was hit in the wrist, and there’s no fracture. He’s only a little 

sore. Added Francona: “Yeah, he’s OK. He got the meat of the hand fortunately and he checkout fine. He’s actually starting to feel better pretty 

quick. We were going to run for him anyway. That was a big sigh of relief. That looked like it wacked him pretty good.” 

 

Clippers 8, Bats 2: Haase, Wilk power Clippers to sweep 

Eric Haase homered, and the Clippers banged out 13 hits and scored in six innings in an 8-2 victory over the Louisville Bats, capping a four-

game sweep on Sunday evening before 5,489 at Louisville Slugger Field. 

 

The offensive onslaught backed a stellar pitching performance by Adam Wilk (4-7), who allowed two runs on three hits over 7 1/3 innings, with 
seven strikeouts and a walk. Luke Eubank finished with 1 2/3 innings of hitless relief. 

 

Two of Louisville’s three hits, and both runs, came on solo homers by Gabriel Guerrero in the fourth and seventh innings. 

 

Brandon Barnes gave the Clippers a 1-0 lead with an RBI single in the first, and he made it 3-1 with another run-scoring single in the fifth. 

Yandy Diaz delivered a two-run double in the sixth and Haase cracked a solo homer in the seventh to up the Columbus lead to 6-1. 

 

Haase, who finished 3 for 5, doubled home Barnes in the eighth, and Yu Chang’s RBI double scored Haase in the ninth to cap the scoring. 

 

Diaz, Barnes, Chang and Todd Hankins all had two hits for Columbus. 
 

Bats starter Jose Lopez (3-8) allowed three runs on seven hits over five innings. He struck out two and walked two. 

 

Indians All-Star Yan Gomes will have to wait for a day at the beach| Jeff Schudel 

By Jeff Schudel, The News-Herald & The Morning Journal 

Yan Gomes has to change his plans for the All-Star break that begins on July 16, and he’s happy to do so. 

 

The Indians catcher on July 14 was named to the American League All-Star team as a replacement for injured Tampa Bay catcher Wilson 

Ramos, who suffered a strained hamstring earlier in the day against the Minnesota Twins. The All-Star game will be played July 17 in 

Washington, D.C. 
It was not a typical announcement. Indians manager Terry Francona learned about Gomes in the eighth inning and decided it would be a good 

idea to surprise Gomes by having the P.A. announcer at Progressive Field reveal the honor as Gomes was stepping into the batter’s box in the 

ninth inning against Yankees closer Aroldis Chapman. 

“(Indians’ equipment manager) Tony Amato came up in the eighth and told me and asked ‘What do you want to do?’” Francona said on July 15 

before the Indians hosted the Yankees in their final game before the All-Star break. “We’re in a one-run game. I stepped back for a minute and 

thought it would be really fun to tell him, but the way the team feels about him — he was third up. So I just said let them make the 

announcement then. That way his teammates, the fans — I didn’t feel like I should get all the fun. 

 

“I knew that when his teammates heard it, they would be excited. And they were. I don’t personally think that gets in the way of an at-bat. 

Chapman may. I thought it was a cool way to try and give somebody everything they deserve.” 
 

The following afternoon, Gomes drove in Jose Ramirez on a sacrifice fly in the eighth inning on July 15 to give the Indians a 4-2 lead over the 

Yankees after Michael Brantley homered to break a 2-2 tie on an 0-1 pitch to lead off the eighth. Brantley and Ramirez are also headed to the 

All-Star game from the Indians, as is shortstop Francisco Lindor plus pitchers Corey Kluber and Trevor Bauer. 

 

“It’s a great way to end the first half of the season,” Gomes said. 

 

>> Video: High praise for Jose Ramirez 

Gomes’ importance to the Indians goes beyond the numbers, though they are very good. His 19 RBI since June 1 rank second among 

American League catchers. He is hitting .247 with 17 doubles, 10 home runs and 32 RBI in 69 games. He has thrown out 31.6 percent (12 of 
38) potential base stealers. 

 



The only AL catchers better at cutting down runners are Martin Maldonado from the Angels and Brian McCann from the Astros. Salvador Perez 

of the Kansas City Royals, originally a reserve, is the starting catcher for the American League team in Wilson’s absence. Now Gomes will 

enter the game during the middle innings 

 

“I didn’t know,” Gomes said before the finale with the Yankees. “Tito (Francona) came up to me when we were making the pitching change and 
said, ‘The next at-bat’s going to be a good one for you.’ I thought he had some vision I was going to hit a walk-off or something. 

 

“It was really cool to share it with everybody. It’s a great honor. I’m super excited. I’ve spent so many years watching it on TV. I’m so thankful. I 

thank God for everything He’s put me through. Great moments like this make it even better.” 

 

Kluber dresses a few stalls away from Gomes. Kluber won’t participate in the All-Star game because he received an injection in his right knee 

on July 13. 

 

Gomes catches when Kluber is on the mound. Kluber knows him as well as anybody. 

 
“His first priority is always taking care of the pitching staff, which is probably not always the easiest thing to do,” Kluber said. “But he puts in a lot 

of time and effort to make sure the pitchers are in a good spot. That shows his priorities are with the team and not himself. He deserves to have 

his hard work rewarded.” 

 

The Indians’ season resumes on July 20 against the Rangers in Texas. Some players not involved in the All-Star game use the break to get 

away. Francona, for example, is headed to Tucson, Ariz., to work on a home he has there and sit by the pool. 

 

“My wife (Jenna) and I were packed and ready to go to the beach (in Destin, Fla,),” Gomes said. “Our plans have to change, but’s all for the 

good. We’ll definitely change them for this any time.” 

 
The Gomes family can always find a white sandy beach, say, in November after what the Indians hope is a return to the World Series. 

 

Jose Ramirez — all 5-9, 165 pounds of him — is crashing home-run party, and it’s awesome to watch | Opinion 

By Mark Podolski, The News-Herald 

 “I was told I would never make it because I’m too short. Well, I’m still too short. It doesn’t matter what your height is, it’s what’s in your heart.” 

 

— Baseball Hall of Famer Kirby Puckett 

 

The late Puckett stood 5-foot-8 and weighed 178 pounds. The most home runs he ever hit in his 12-year career was 31 in 1986. 

 
“Height doesn’t measure heart.” 

— Dustin Pedroia of the Red Sox 

 

Pedroia’s career high in homers is 21 in 2001. He’s just 5-9, 175 pounds. 

 

Puckett was a down-and-dirty ball player. Pedroia, who’s been hurt most of 2018, still is. No one should dispute that about either. 

 

Neither were known for their power. For the most part, that category in the American League has been dominated by big men — literally. 

 

Jose Ramirez is crashing the party, and it’s awesome to watch. 
 

It’s not because he plays for the Indians. It’s because the third baseman is proof a baseball, a bat, and a ballpark’s dimensions don’t 

discriminate. 

 

On appearance alone, a player who’s 5-9, 165 pounds should have no business being tied for the major-league lead in home runs at the All-

Star Break. 

 

But there Ramirez is with 29, a mark that’s tied with Boston’s J.D. Martinez, who, in case you were wondering, is 6-3, 220 pounds. 

 

>> Ramirez will skip Home Run Derby 
 

Ramirez’s power surge at such a small frame is rare in this era of swing hard, then swing harder, then swing even harder brand of baseball. 

 

The big boys of baseball can hit it a country mile. But the inclusion of Ramirez, in one respect, seems so out of place, and in another, so 

refreshing. 

 

Baseball players come in all shapes and sizes, but in the case of Ramirez it’s borderline ridiculous. 

 

He’s itsy-bitsy compared to recent American League home run champs. The list since 2010 have dimensions that could double as NFL 

linebackers or defensive ends; 
 

2017 >> Aaron Judge, Yankees (6-7, 282) 

2016 >> Mark Trumbo, Orioles (6-4, 225) 



2015, 2013 >> Chris Davis, Orioles (6-3, 230) 

2014 >> Nelson Cruz, Orioles (6-2, 230) 

2012 >> Miguel Cabrera, Tigers (6-4, 249) 

2011, 2010 >> Jose Bautista, Blue Jays (6-0, 205) 

The closest Ramirez is to on that list is Bautista, who still has an advantage of three inches and 40 pounds. 
 

The Indians producing an AL home-run champ is pretty rare on its own, let alone a 5-9, 165-pound player doing it. 

 

Albert Belle was the last Indians’ hitter to lead the league. He did it with 50 home runs in 1995. Belle was 6-1, 190 pounds during his Indians’ 

playing days, but looked much bigger than that at the plate. 

 

Three other Cleveland hitters won AL home run crowns. 

 

In 1959, 6-3, 190-pounder Rocky Colavito tied with Harmon Killebrew for the AL title with 42 long balls. 

 
Then in 1952 and 1954, Larry Doby was the AL champ. He was 6-1, 180. 

 

Perhaps Ramirez’s closest comparable — size-wise — in an Indians uniform was two-time AL home run champ Al Rosen, who was 5-9, 180 

pounds. 

 

Rosen led the AL with 43 dingers in 1953, then again in 1950 with 37. 

 

Ramirez was first called up to the major-league level in 2013, but spent portions in the minors from 2011 to 2015. During those seasons, he hit 

13 minor-league homers. 

 
In 93 games this season, he has 29 home runs along with 70 RBI, a .302 batting average and 20 stolen bases. Ramirez’s projected 2018 totals 

are staggering: 49 homers, 119 RBI, 34 stolen bases, 44 doubles and 116 runs. 

 

At 5-9, 165, this makes little to no sense — other than the 25-year-old is simply growing and maturing into a terrific player — so enjoy the 

Ramirez ride Indians fans. 

 

This is like Mighty Mouse being reincarnated -— only this time he’s wearing a baseball uniform. 

 

Indians notes: Teammates pleased Yan Gomes is joining All-Star brigade 

Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on July 15, 2018 | Updated 6:59 a. m. 
CLEVELAND — It was tough to tell who was more pleased with catcher Yan Gomes’ addition to the All-Star Game — Gomes or his 

teammates. 

 

Gomes earned his first All-Star nod Saturday, replacing Tampa Bay’s Wilson Ramos, who will miss the game with an injury. Gomes is the first 

Indians catcher since Victor Martinez (2009) and first Brazilian-born player in major league history to make the All-Star team. 

 

Cleveland ace Corey Kluber, who will join Gomes in Washington, D.C., but will not pitch, tweeted: “So pumped for @Yan_AGomes ! He works 

his tail off for us pitchers & it’s great to see all that hard work rewarded.” 

 

Gomes found out he made the All-Star team in strange fashion when the Indians made the announcement on the scoreboard as he came to the 
plate in the ninth inning of Saturday’s 5-4 loss to the Yankees. 

 

Right-hander Mike Clevinger was in the clubhouse after pitching six innings when he heard the news. 

 

“I mean we kind of erupted in here as if we just tied the game when we saw it,” he said. “That speaks volumes for what he’s done for not just 

me, but every pitcher in here, just being a good teammate all-around and what he brings to the table. Especially putting up with me and (Trevor 

Bauer) has to be worth something.” 

 

The Indians found out Gomes had been added an inning prior to his at-bat against Aroldis Chapman, but kept him in the dark. As he stood in 

the batter’s box, his teammates cheered his selection from the dugout. 
 

Gomes wound up striking out. 

 

“When I went out to take the pitcher out in the eighth, he was hitting third (in the ninth) and I said, ‘You’re gonna have a good at-bat,’” manager 

Terry Francona said.’” He looked at me and I said, ‘Just wait, you’re gonna have a good at-bat.’ It would have been nice if he would have 

capped it off with a home run. 

 

“Still, he’s very deserving and even in a tight game like that where you’re kind of biting your nails, to watch his teammates (cheer him on) … 

that felt good.” 

 
“I thought it was something completely different. I thought he had a vision or something,” Gomes said of his eighth-inning conversation with 

Francona. “That was kind of a weird at-bat. I just had a little blackout feeling. It’s just a weird way to find out.” 

 



Gomes is in the midst of his best offensive season since winning a Silver Slugger award in 2014. He’s batting .247 with 10 homers and 31 RBIs 

in 68 games. 

 

Gomes’ addition gives the Indians six All-Stars, matching reigning World Series champion Houston for the most and giving Cleveland its most 

since 1999. 
 

Miller moment 

 

Francona confirmed that the next step for left-handed reliever Andrew Miller (right knee inflammation) will be a rehab assignment. Miller faced 

hitters during a live batting practice session at Double-A Akron on Saturday. 

 

Francona said Miller could start the rehab stint over the All-Star break, likely at Triple-A Columbus. 

 

Looking good 

 
Francisco Mejia didn’t get a hit in his season debut Saturday, but Francona was still impressed with the mega-prospect’s plate appearances. 

Mejia went 0-for-2 with a pair of walks, including one against Chapman that put the game-tying run on base. 

 

“I thought he had good at-bats,” Francona said. “He lined out to right, he hit the ball up the middle. That was a really nice play to take a hit away 

and he had a couple walks. I thought he had good at-bats.” 

 

Mejia was available off the bench Sunday but didn’t see action. He is expected to be optioned back to Columbus today. 

 

Minor detail 

Melky Cabrera went 4-for-5 with a double and three RBIs in Columbus’ 6-3 win at Louisville on Friday. Cabrera entered Saturday batting .379 
(11-for-29) with a double, triple and RBI over seven games for the Clippers since re-signing with the Indians. 

 

On this date 

Sunday was the 28th anniversary of Albert Belle’s MLB debut for the Indians in a 7-1 victory over the Rangers at Municipal Stadium. Belle 

started in right field and went 1-for-4, collecting his first hit and RBI in his first at-bat in the first inning off Hall of Famer Nolan Ryan. 

 

Belle batted .295 over eight seasons in Cleveland and ranks second in franchise history with 242 homers and a .580 slugging percentage. 

 

Roundin’ third 

Michael Brantley entered Sunday with the fifth-highest home batting average (.346) in the American League (sixth in the majors). Brantley’s 64 
hits at home through Saturday were the most in the majors, while his 18 doubles at home ranked second. 

The Indians have a 23-9 record in series finales — 14-3 at home. 

 

Indians 5, Yankees 2: Trevor Bauer and Michael Brantley send Tribe into All-Star break on a high note 

Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on July 15, 2018 | Updated 7:06 a. m. 

CLEVELAND — Finishing the first half with a victory is always nice. When it comes against the dreaded New York Yankees, it’s extra special. 

 

The Indians head to the All-Star break in positive fashion thanks to another quality outing from right-hander Trevor Bauer on Sunday and a late 

rally that lifted them to a 5-2 win over New York and a split of a four-game series at Progressive Field. 

 
“It’s very important. It was a tough series, especially before the break, you don’t want to look past these games,” said left fielder Michael 

Brantley, who hit a solo home run to lead off the eighth inning and break a 2-2 tie. 

 

“We’ve got to defend our home turf and build off that. It’s a great win to go into the All-Star break. Guys have momentum. We’ll take it into 

Texas (to start the second half) and go from there.” 

 

Bauer got off to a shaky start in the sweltering heat, allowing a run on five hits over the first three innings. But he settled in to surrender just one 

more run on two hits over his final four innings. 

 

The run came on a solo homer from No. 9 hitter Neil Walker in the fourth — the first homer Bauer allowed since June 3 (eight starts covering 57 
2⁄3 innings). 

 

“I thought he pitched his heart out,” manager Terry Francona said. “I thought early, I thought the heat got to him a little bit. I think he was 

fighting it. He actually was better at the end. In fact, he wanted to stay in and I don’t blame him because he was pitching very well. He’s been 

everything you could ask for and his tank seems like it’s going towards full … for a guy throwing as much as he is.” 

 

Bauer, an All-Star for the first time, may not be the Indians’ ace, but he certainly pitched like one in the first half. 

The right-hander enters the break with a 2.24 ERA over 20 starts, the lowest ERA by a Cleveland starter since Len Barker’s 2.08 mark in 1981 

and the fifth-lowest in franchise history. 

 
His 175 strikeouts over 136 1⁄3 innings are the third most in the first half in club history behind Bob Feller’s 190 in 1946 and Sam McDowell’s 

183 in 1970. 

 



“(I’m) super pleased,” Bauer said of his first-half performance. “Slider has been better than I thought. Change-up was big today. Curveball is 

good. (Velocity) is up. All the things that are important to success. Command is better. I’m walking less people, striking out more. It’s hard to 

find anything to be displeased with, you know? It’s been super encouraging.” 

 

The Indians trailed 2-0 and did little offensively against Yanks starter Masahiro Tanaka, who shut them down in Game 3 of last year’s Division 
Series, before Edwin Encarnacion connected on a game-tying homer in the fourth inning. 

 

Cleveland avoided disaster when Encarnacion was hit on the hand by a pitch in the eighth inning and left the game, but Francona said he was 

fine following the win. 

 

With the game tied at 2, the Indians held the vaunted Yankees lineup hitless over the final four innings, with Clint Frazier accounting for the only 

baserunner after closer Cody Allen hit him with a pitch in the ninth. 

 

Carlos Carrasco made an extremely rare relief appearance in the eighth to get the win, striking out two of the three batters he faced. It was the 

right-hander’s first relief appearance since 2014. 
 

“Every time he touches the ball, he gets a win. It’s unbelievable,” Bauer joked of Carrasco, who is 11-4 with a 4.12 ERA. “He can give up 10 

(runs). He can give up zero. He can come out of the pen. He can start. He freaking vultured my win, man, unbelievable. 

 

“Hats off to him for being able to do that and being able to handle it … that way. You know, some guys get amped up coming out off the 

bullpen. He hadn’t come out of the pen in a while and it’s easy to let the adrenaline take over, especially in a game like that against that team. 

So he handled it great.” 

 

All-Star third baseman Jose Ramirez went 2-for-4, recorded his 20th stolen base and scored an insurance run in the eighth inning. 

 
He joined Grady Sizemore (2008) as the only players in franchise history to finish the first half with at least 20 homers and 20 stolen bases. 

 

“I know I’m not supposed to run out of things to say but it’s hard,” Francona said of Ramirez. “He’s a great player. He’s a great teammate. And 

he cares about winning, almost desperately. That’s a pretty good combination to be all balled up into a 5-foot-9 third baseman.” 

 

The Indians enter the break in first place, but only nine games over .500. 

 

“I don’t think you’re ever happy with what your record is. You always want to be better,” Francona said. “I think we seem to play better in the 

second half. There’s no guarantees there, but I feel we will. We’ve had some bumps on the road, but we’ve endured. Nobody knows what’s 

going to happen. I think our better baseball is ahead of us.” 
 

“We’re all confident,” Bauer said. “We know what team we have and we can match up with anybody.” 

 

RubberDucks 9, Rumble Ponies 5: Ducks complete four-game sweep to start second half 

by ABJ/Ohio.com correspondent 

The All-Star break appears to have served the RubberDucks very well. 

 

After playing games for 20 consecutive days — and losing the last two at Richmond — they enjoyed a three-day respite. All but the five Ducks 

players who participated in Tuesday’s Eastern League All-Star Game, that is. 

 
And they have come out roaring since. The Ducks completed a four-game sweep of the Binghamton Rumble Ponies Sunday with a 9-5 victory 

in front of 3,770 fans on a muggy, partly cloudy day at Canal Park. 

 

And four insurance runs in the eighth inning provided a welcome cushion. The previous three games were all one-run wins, the last two in extra 

innings. 

 

“I’ve got a lot of faith in Argenis [Angulo],” Ducks manager Tony Mansolino said. “Whether it’s one run or five, we felt pretty good about him 

getting the job done. But yeah, it’s always nice to get a few runs.” 

 

Sam Haggerty’s two-run double and Tyler Krieger’s RBI single provided the big hits in the eighth, and Angulo earned his seventh save despite 
allowing a run in the ninth. 

 

Bobby Bradley’s 18th home run — a two-run shot in the fifth off starter Harol Gonzalez (0-1) — put the Ducks ahead to stay and right-hander 

Triston McKenzie (4-2) gave up three runs (one earned) in 5⅔ innings. He walked three and struck out seven. 

 

The Ducks (55-38) remain in first place in the EL’s Western Division, five games ahead of the second-place Altoona Curve. They embark on a 

brief three-game road trip against the Harrisburg Senators starting at 6:30 p.m. Monday. 

 

McKenzie, 6-foot-6 and reed-thin at 165 pounds, was touched for a pair of unearned runs in the first inning. 

 
His throwing error allowed leadoff hitter Levi Michael to reach, then he walked Kevin Taylor. Josh Allen’s run-scoring single and a double-play 

grounder made it 2-0. 

 



But Jhoan Urena’s solo home run in the fourth was the only other damage against him. 

 

“I thought he did a heck of a job,” Mansolino said. “That’s not an easy lineup over there. He threw the ball good and got us into the sixth inning 

and gives us a chance to win the game.” 

 
McKenzie (2.86 ERA), ranked by most as the Indians’ No. 2 prospect behind only catcher Francisco Mejia, was the 42nd overall pick in the 

2015 draft. He missed the first two months this season with forearm soreness. 

 

A diving catch by Ducks center fielder Andrew Calica ended the third and probably saved a run. First baseman Bradley lunged into the first row 

of stands to catch a foul pop, ending the fifth stranding runners on second and third. 

 

“I saw it go up and as I was getting closer to the wall, I could tell it wasn’t too far into the stands,” Bradley said. “So I was like, might as well try.” 

 

Tyler Krieger singled with one out in the fifth. With two outs, Bradley hit a one-ball pitch over the fence in right-center for a 4-3 lead. 

 
“I was just looking for a good pitch to hit,” Bradley said. “And getting one, I was able to execute.” 

 

McKenzie, a Florida native, said he enjoys pitching in hot weather. And he said “keeping focus would be the main thing” after his rough first 

inning. 

 

“I know my team’s going to come out there behind me and definitely give their all to make sure I don’t give up runs,” McKenzie said. “Just kind 

of going out there and making sure I execute the game plan between me, the catcher and Rigo [pitching coach Beltran] determined 

beforehand.” 

 

The Ducks collected 11 hits. Krieger went 3-for-4 with a walk, Haggerty was 2-for-4 and Mark Mathias went 2-for-2 with two walks and two runs 
scored. 

 

Rumble Ponies designated hitter Tim Tebow, the former Heisman Trophy winner and NFL quarterback, extended his hitting streak to 11 games 

with a broken-bat single to center in the eighth. He is hitting .276. 

 


