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Rox eliminate Cubs in 13, advance to NLDS 
 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 2, 2018 
 

 
CHICAGO -- After spending the regular season serving as the definition of a light-hitting catcher thanks to a .170 batting 

average, Tony Wolters added a calling card: unlikely postseason luminary. 

Wolters' two-out RBI single in the top of the 13th inning gave the Rockies a 2-1 victory over the Cubs in the National 

League Wild Card Game at Wrigley Field on Tuesday night. 

The Rockies, who have been in three cities and three time zones in the past three days, can celebrate for a day before 

meeting the Brewers in Game 1 of the NL Division Series on Thursday night at Miller Park in Milwaukee. Of the 12 teams 

that have won the Wild Card Game prior to this year, six went on to win their Division Series, but only one -- the 2014 

Giants -- has won the World Series. 

As for Wolters, let's say this moment surpasses his 10th-inning walk-off walk in an April 7 win over the Braves -- or any 

other accomplishment in his three-season career. 

"Are you kidding me?" said a laughing Wolters. "Yeah, that was probably the biggest postseason hit I've ever had, that's 

for sure." 

Wolters' single off Kyle Hendricks -- after Trevor Story and Gerardo Parra also rapped out two-out singles -- doubled 

the lore of the 13th inning in Rockies elimination-game history. In 2007 the Rockies delivered a thrilling 9-8 victory in 

Game 163 against the Padres -- managed by current Colorado manager Bud Black. 

MEDIA CLIPS – Oct. 3, 2018 

http://m.mlb.com/player/547172/tony-wolters
http://m.mlb.com/player/543294/kyle-hendricks
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/467827/gerardo-parra
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"I think this will go down as a Major League Baseball classic," Black said of a game that went into the books as the 

longest elimination game in history in terms of innings and time of game -- four hours and 55 minutes that neither he or 

nor anyone in purple ever wants back. "We feel good about how we played. 

"That's what I think is the most important thing here, how we played as a team and how the contributions came from so 

many guys. And it's awesome that a number of these fellas will always remember this game." 

Wolters wasn't the only one with a night to remember -- although there aren't many offensive highlights on a night the 

team went 1-for-10 with runners in scoring position and stranded 11. 

Lefty Kyle Freeland held the Cubs to four hits and struck out six in 6 2/3 innings while turning in the first scoreless 

postseason start in Rockies history. But the 1-0 lead -- gained on Nolan Arenado's sacrifice fly in the first inning, for the 

only run against Jon Lester in a nine-strikeout, six-inning performance -- was not enough to secure the win. 

Still, it was a red-letter night for Freeland, a Denver native who watched the 2007 classic from his couch as a 14-year-old. 

That game ended up with another player better known for defense and grit, Jamey Carroll, delivering the sacrifice fly to 

score Matt Holliday, who returned to the Rockies this season and started behind Freeland on Tuesday, contributing a 

double in the fourth. 

Freeland seemed undaunted opposing Lester, who was making his 12th postseason start -- which includes Game 4 of the 

2007 World Series, with the Red Sox celebrating the title at Coors Field. 

"Got to start your postseason experience somewhere," Freeland said. "It was nice to come out on top today and have the 

team back you up, and a team that just continued to fight no matter what was happening." 

Five relievers held the Cubs to one run on two hits and three walks. 

Adam Ottavino escaped a wild seventh that included a wild pitch and a catcher's interference call against Drew 

Butera -- which loaded the bases -- by fanning Jason Heyward on his hardest fastball this season, at 97 mph. Only a 

two-out, 0-2 double by Javier Baez in the eighth on a slider from Ottavino stood between the bullpen and scorelessness. 

Wade Davis, Seunghwan Oh, Chris Rusin and winning pitcher Scott Oberg -- who fanned all four batters he faced -- 

completed the journey to celebration. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/607536/kyle-freeland
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/452657/jon-lester
http://m.mlb.com/player/407812/matt-holliday
http://m.mlb.com/player/493603/adam-ottavino
https://www.mlb.com/rockies/news/rockies-escape-trouble-after-interference-call/c-296913450
http://m.mlb.com/player/460077/drew-butera
http://m.mlb.com/player/460077/drew-butera
http://m.mlb.com/player/518792/jason-heyward
http://m.mlb.com/player/595879/javier-baez
http://m.mlb.com/player/451584/wade-davis
http://m.mlb.com/player/493200/seunghwan-oh
http://m.mlb.com/player/543734/chris-rusin
http://m.mlb.com/player/623184/scott-oberg
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"We showed a lot of resilience throughout the whole game," Oberg said. "Our hitters fought. They threw a bunch of good 

arms at us. They pitched really well all game, too, but we were able to come out of the game with a victory." 

MOMENT THAT MATTERED 

An interesting little stat about Freeland didn't -- but did -- come into play in the sixth inning. 

Right fielder David Dahl rushed toward the line but overran Kris Bryant's fly ball for what was ruled a single that put two 

on and one out and represented the Cubs' first hit since Almora's leadoff single in the second. 

With the Friendly Confines ringing with a teasing, repeated, "Freeeeee-land," the lefty got Anthony Rizzo to hit into an 

inning-ending double play. 

The stat? Freeland did not give up a single unearned run all season. That meant that not only did he have solid defense 

behind him, but more important, even when there was a mistake, he picked up his teammates. Though Dahl wasn't 

charged with an error, the play should have been an out -- Freeland made sure it didn't matter. 

"Dahl had that hiccup out in the outfield to put two runners on, but at the same time, what we've been doing all year is 

picking each other up and doing the job," Freeland said. "It's what we were able to do." 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 

Freeland carried the Rockies for most of his 6 2/3 innings, but he received a big lift from Story for his final out -- a diving 

snare of Daniel Murphy's liner with one on in the seventh. 

"People would be lying to you if they told you they weren't nervous," Story said. "You really just try to channel it into your 

preparation, and that's what I was trying to do." 

Never one to be outdone, Arenado made a diving play on a Bryant grounder in the 10th. 

"We're such a good defensive team that we understand that sometimes on offense we might not help, but we can help the 

team on the defensive side," Arenado said. "I was able to make a play and Story was -- that was a huge play." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/621311/david-dahl
http://m.mlb.com/player/592178/kris-bryant
http://m.mlb.com/player/519203/anthony-rizzo
http://m.mlb.com/player/502517/daniel-murphy
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ALL'S WELL THAT ENDS WELL 

Desmond singled to open the seventh against Cubs reliever Jesse Chavez, but he was thrown out by Bryant on his 

daring attempt to advance on Dahl's fly to left. The inning ended on Chris Iannetta's fly ball. 

But because the inning ended with Iannetta in the No. 8 position, Freeland was not lifted, and the Rockies squeezed two 

more outs out of him. 

HE SAID IT 

"That's not exactly how we drew it up. But Tony got us a big hit, Oberg was unbelievable and [everybody got] in the 

action. But it was great. Great win." -- Blackmon, who went 1-for-3 with a walk and scored the first run, but was removed 

for Davis in the eighth as Black found himself backed into a double-switch to protect future pitching moves 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 

Well, the ball hit someone. Unfortunately, for plate umpire Chris Guccione, it wasn't Terrance Gore. 

In the 13th, Oberg's inside pitch eluded Butera and hit Guccione flush on his left arm. Gore, however, took first base as if 

the ball had grazed him. After the umpires ruled otherwise the Cubs challenged, but the original call stood. Gore was sent 

back to the batter's box -- and struck out swinging. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/445926/jesse-chavez
http://m.mlb.com/player/455104/chris-iannetta
http://m.mlb.com/player/605253/terrance-gore
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Wild night: Weird plays abound in Rox-Cubs 
 
Manny Randhawa | MLB.com | Oct. 2, 2018 

 

The longest sudden-death playoff game in MLB history was also one of the most bizarre postseason contests in recent 

memory. One strange play or occurrence after another characterized a classic battle between the Rockies and Cubs in 

the National League Wild Card Game on Tuesday night, with Colorado prevailing, 2-1, in 13 innings. 

1. First inning: Lost in the ivy 

It all began with the second batter of the game, as DJ LeMahieu scorched a double to left-center field. 

The ball came off the bat with an exit velocity of 112.8 mph, per Statcast™, and was hit so hard it lodged into the ivy 

covering the Wrigley Field outfield wall. Charlie Blackmon would have scored from first if not for the ground-rule double 

but eventually scored anyway on a sacrifice fly by Nolan Arenado. 

2. Sixth inning: Dahl loses it 

With one on and one out in the sixth, Kris Bryant hit a routine fly ball down the right-field line. David Dahl, who has 

played mostly in left field for Colorado this season, overran the ball, then reached back to try to catch it as it fell in for a 

single. Despite the misplay, Rockies starter Kyle Freeland was able to escape the jam. 

"Dahl had that hiccup out in the outfield to put two runners on, but at the same time what we've been doing all year is 

picking each other up and doing the job," Freeland said. "It's what we were able to do." 

3. Seventh inning: Catcher's interference  

In the bottom of the seventh, the Cubs had runners at first and second with two outs, and pinch-hitter Tommy La Stella at 

the plate. What initially appeared to be a La Stella groundout was ruled catcher's interference when Drew Butera's glove 

was knocked off by La Stella's swing. Chicago had the bases loaded but couldn't cash in, as reliever Adam 

Ottavino struck out Jason Heyward to end the threat. 

"The slider came back over the plate. I wanted to go get it," Butera said. "It was kind of down and I wanted to try to reach 

it and bring it back up. Unfortunately, my glove kind of ran into his bat path. Fortunately for us we were able to get out of 

the inning." 

https://www.mlb.com/news/tony-wolters-big-hit-sends-rockies-to-nlds/c-296913340
http://m.mlb.com/player/518934/dj-lemahieu
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/592178/kris-bryant
http://m.mlb.com/player/621311/david-dahl
http://m.mlb.com/player/607536/kyle-freeland
http://m.mlb.com/player/600303/tommy-la-stella
http://m.mlb.com/player/460077/drew-butera
http://m.mlb.com/player/493603/adam-ottavino
http://m.mlb.com/player/493603/adam-ottavino
http://m.mlb.com/player/518792/jason-heyward
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4. Eighth inning: Baez's clutch double  

With the Rockies clinging to a 1-0 lead in the eighth inning, Ottavino faced Javier Baez with speedy pinch-

runner Terrance Gore at second base. Ottavino jumped out in front, 0-2, a count in which hitters had been 0-for-36 with 

31 strikeouts against him this season. He then threw Baez a slider away that didn't break enough, and Baez lined a game-

tying double to left-center field. 

"Obviously, it makes it all worth it. I want that pitch back, for sure," Ottavino said. "We won the game, so that's all that 

matters. 

"I was kind of in between on what to throw. My gut actually told me to throw a fastball, but then I second-guessed it 

because I'd just thrown it to Bryant with two strikes and I thought maybe he'd realize that. So then my thought process 

was to get it way off the plate or in the dirt, but obviously I didn't quite get it there." 

5. 11th inning: Butera's heads-up play, timeout/hug it out  

With the game tied at 1 in the 11th, Baez walked and moved to second on an Albert Almora Jr. sacrifice bunt. Arenado 

fielded the bunt and threw to first base, but no one was covering third, and Baez appeared poised to sprint the extra 90 

feet. But Butera ran from his catcher's position to cover the bag and received the throw across the diamond from Ian 

Desmond to keep Baez at second base. 

The Rockies intentionally walked the next batter, Daniel Murphy. Willson Contreras then hit a chopper to third base that 

Arenado fielded. As Baez tried to avoid Arenado's tag, the two caught each other in a bear hug, making for a moment of 

levity in an otherwise tense and stressful contest. 

Another oddity in the same Contreras at-bat came when a pitch that he swung through for a strike was waved off because 

home-plate umpire Chris Guccione said time was called prior to Rockies reliever Seunghwan Oh's pitch. 

6. 13th inning: Umpire HBP, but not Gore  

In the bottom of the 13th, Gore led off seeking to reach base and use his speed to get into scoring position with the Cubs 

down, 2-1. Scott Oberg threw a 2-2 fastball at 96.2 mph up and in, and with catcher Tony Wolters apparently being 

crossed-up on the pitch, the ball hit Guccione square on the left shoulder. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/595879/javier-baez
http://m.mlb.com/player/605253/terrance-gore
http://m.mlb.com/player/546991/albert-almora-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
http://m.mlb.com/player/502517/daniel-murphy
http://m.mlb.com/player/575929/willson-contreras
https://www.mlb.com/cut4/javy-baez-and-nolan-arenado-shared-a-warm-embrace-after-a-fielders-choice/c-296931186
http://m.mlb.com/player/493200/seunghwan-oh
http://m.mlb.com/player/623184/scott-oberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/547172/tony-wolters
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At first, Gore was awarded first base, as it was ruled on the field that the pitch grazed him before hitting the umpire. But 

upon replay review, that was overturned. Gore struck out on the next pitch, and the Cubs went down in order in the 13th 

as Colorado secured the Wild Card Game victory in what was a wild contest in more ways than one. 
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Everything you need to know about Tony Wolters 
 
Adrian Garro | MLB.com | Oct. 2, 2018 
 

The Rockies won an unbelievable National League Wild Card game on Tuesday, outlasting the Cubs, 2-1, in 13 tense 

innings at Wrigley Field to advance to the Division Series. They'll play the Brewers in Game 1 on Thursday. 

That they persevered in the game came courtesy of none other than Tony Wolters, whose tie-breaking, two-strike, two-out 

single up the middle scored the winning run in the 13th.  

The face of a man who just became the first #Postseason hero of 2018. 

 

Tony Wolters ✔@TonyWolters 

Rodeo here I come. 

 

 

It's time to get acquainted with Wolters, suddenly the face of #Rocktober and the newest postseason hero in the 

franchise's relatively short existence.  

2018 is his third season in the league 

https://www.mlb.com/news/tony-wolters-big-hit-sends-rockies-to-nlds/c-296913340
http://m.mlb.com/player/547172/tony-wolters
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Postseason?src=hash
https://twitter.com/TonyWolters/status/839996534297055232
https://twitter.com/TonyWolters/status/839996534297055232
https://twitter.com/TonyWolters/status/839996534297055232
https://twitter.com/TonyWolters/status/839996534297055232
https://twitter.com/TonyWolters/status/839996534297055232
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Wolters has served a utility role with the Rockies since making his debut in 2016, appearing in 228 regular-season games 

to date. Before his clutch hit on Tuesday, though, he'd only recorded 31 base hits all season. To say he came up big 

would be an understatement. 

He went to the same high school as Dave Roberts 

Both Wolters and former big-leaguer-turned-Dodgers-manager Dave Roberts are alumni of Rancho Buena Vista High 

School in in Vista, Calif., a school that also happened to be featured in the video game Tony Hawk's Pro Skater 2.  

His social media game is on-point 

Wolters is pretty active on social media, where he posts gems like this: 

 

 

Tony Wolters ✔@TonyWolters 

Hope you had a Buddhaful day 

7:03 PM - Dec 20, 2016 · Setagaya-ku, Tokyo 

https://twitter.com/MLBStatoftheDay/status/1047354847509565440
https://twitter.com/MLBStatoftheDay/status/1047354847509565440
https://twitter.com/TonyWolters
https://twitter.com/TonyWolters
https://twitter.com/TonyWolters/status/811376403459383296
https://twitter.com/search?q=place%3A1b0cfebe3424e14f
https://twitter.com/TonyWolters/status/811376403459383296/photo/1


    

10 

 

He threw an impromptu meet-and-greet with Rockies fans at a coffee shop and everybody had fun 

No, really, he did: 

 

Tony Wolters 

✔@TonyWolters 

I’m gonna go get a coffee at 11. Meet me there and hang out for a bit before I head to the park! 

 

Starbucks on South Platte River Trail by the REI store.  

All smiles! 

 

Tony Wolters ✔@TonyWolters 

That was fun! Thanks for stopping by everyone. Rockies fans are the best. Maybe we’ll do it again sometime 

 

Twitter Ads info and privacy 

His dog is super cute 

And now you know all about the face of #Rocktober. 

  

https://twitter.com/TonyWolters
https://twitter.com/TonyWolters
https://twitter.com/TonyWolters
https://twitter.com/TonyWolters
https://twitter.com/TonyWolters
https://twitter.com/TonyWolters
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://twitter.com/TonyWolters/status/1014202355338838016/photo/1
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Rockies-Brewers: Lineups, matchups, FAQs 

By Adam McCalvy and Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 2, 2018 

 

The Brewers will be well-rested. The Rockies will be battle-tested. 

Those teams will meet in a best-of-five National League Division Series after knocking off the Cubs at Wrigley Field on 

consecutive days in back-to-back thrillers. The Brewers beat Chicago in Monday's NL Central tiebreaker to earn the 

league's top seed, home-field advantage throughout the NL playoffs and a couple of welcome days off. The Rockies had 

to play three straight days in three different time zones, capped by a 13-inning, 2-1 win over the Cubs in an epic NL Wild 

Card Game on Tuesday night. 

Over the next week, they will meet at Miller Park and Coors Field for a Suds Series. 

What might the starting lineups look like? 

Rockies: This is the usual lineup against a right-handed starter. Against lefties, David Dahl drops to seventh and Matt 

Holliday slots in at the No. 5 spot. Is this grouping capable of big offensive performances? Of course. Is it capable of 

outages? Just put it this way: the Rockies are in the postseason with the lowest regular-season batting average (.256) in 

the club's 26-season history. But late-inning savoir faire, solid infield defense and, of course, pitching are this team's 

calling cards. 

1. Charlie Blackmon, CF 

2. DJ LeMahieu, 2B 

3. David Dahl, LF 

4. Nolan Arenado, 3B 

5. Trevor Story, SS 

6. Carlos Gonzalez, RF 

7. Ian Desmond, 1B 

8. Chris Iannetta, C 

9. Antonio Senzatela, RHP 

https://www.mlb.com/brewers/news/brewers-win-nl-central-in-game-163/c-296785832
https://www.mlb.com/rockies/news/tony-wolters-big-hit-sends-rockies-to-nlds/c-296913340
https://www.mlb.com/rockies/news/tony-wolters-big-hit-sends-rockies-to-nlds/c-296913340
http://m.mlb.com/player/621311/david-dahl
http://m.mlb.com/player/407812/matt-holliday
http://m.mlb.com/player/407812/matt-holliday
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/518934/dj-lemahieu
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
http://m.mlb.com/player/455104/chris-iannetta
http://m.mlb.com/player/622608/antonio-senzatela
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Brewers: The Brewers were fourth in the NL in OPS but better down the stretch, ranking second after GM David Stearns 

added Mike Moustakas and Jonathan Schoop to the infield mix at the non-waiver Trade Deadline to give manager 

Craig Counsell a slew of matchup options. On Aug. 31, Stearns picked up Curtis Granderson to provide similar flexibility 

in the outfield. 

1. Lorenzo Cain, CF 

2. Christian Yelich, RF 

3. Ryan Braun, LF 

4. Travis Shaw, 2B 

5. Jesus Aguilar, 1B 

6. Mike Moustakas, 3B 

7. Erik Kratz, C 

8. Orlando Arcia, SS 

9. TBD, P 

Who are the starting pitchers? 

Rockies: Manager Bud Black said after Tuesday's game that Senzatela (6-6, 4.38 ERA) is the likely Game 1 starter. 

"We'll work through that, maybe as early as on the bus ride up, right?" Black said. That sets up for lefty Tyler 

Anderson to start Friday's second game on regular rest after his 7 1/3 scoreless innings in Sunday's 162nd game at 

home against the Nationals. Lefty Kyle Freeland (17-7, 2.85), who threw 6 2/3 scoreless innings in Tuesday's NL Wild 

Card win, could then be slotted in for Sunday's first postseason game at Coors Field since 2009. Righty German 

Marquez (14-11, 3.77) would fall into place for Game 4 on Monday. 

Brewers: TBD. It's no surprise at all that Counsell is keeping this to himself, considering he didn't reveal who would start 

Monday's NL Central tiebreaker at Wrigley Field until three hours before the first pitch. Lefty Wade Miley (5-2, 2.57 ERA), 

a non-roster invitee to Spring Training who missed the first half with groin and oblique injuries, is the leading candidate, 

and while he might not be the sort of ace one would expect from a No. 1 seed, he didn't allow more than three earned 

runs in any of his 16 regular-season starts. The Brewers ranked 11th with a 3.92 starters' ERA during the regular season 

by limiting opponents' exposure a third time through the lineup. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/519058/mike-moustakas
http://m.mlb.com/player/570731/jonathan-schoop
http://m.mlb.com/player/434158/curtis-granderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/456715/lorenzo-cain
http://m.mlb.com/player/592885/christian-yelich
http://m.mlb.com/player/460075/ryan-braun
http://m.mlb.com/player/543768/travis-shaw
http://m.mlb.com/player/542583/jesus-aguilar
http://m.mlb.com/player/456124/erik-kratz
http://m.mlb.com/player/606115/orlando-arcia
http://m.mlb.com/player/542881/tyler-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/542881/tyler-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/607536/kyle-freeland
http://m.mlb.com/player/608566/german-marquez
http://m.mlb.com/player/608566/german-marquez
http://m.mlb.com/player/489119/wade-miley
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How will the bullpens line up after the starter? 

Rockies: The Wild Card Game went 13 innings, but Black kept things close to normal. He usually reserved righty Adam 

Ottavino until the eighth but went to him in the seventh Tuesday and to closer Wade Davis for the final out of the eighth. 

Righty Seunghwan Oh, lefty Chris Rusin and righty Scott Oberg -- all of whom usually appear before Ottavino and 

Davis when the Rockies protect a lead, were the right calls in extra innings. Expect no drastic changes in how Black will 

use his 'pen, and as long as he can ride his starters the way he did during the regular season, the relievers should be in 

good shape. 

Brewers: The tiebreaker offered a roadmap. Starter Jhoulys Chacin made it 5 2/3 innings before Counsell finished the 

sixth with lefty Xavier Cedeno and Joakim Soria, then used Corey Knebel in the seventh and lefty weapon Josh 

Hader to finish the game because closer Jeremy Jeffress was unavailable. Those are the Brewers' "A" relievers, with 

rookies Corbin Burnes and Brandon Woodruff pitching brilliantly lately and available along the way for multiple innings 

if needed. Hader is the key, after a season in which he led MLB relievers and set a Brewers relief record with 143 

strikeouts. But also look for big innings from Knebel, who was so sharp after returning from a late-August demotion to 

Triple-A that he was named NL Reliever of the Month for September. 

Are there any relievers who are unavailable?  

Rockies: No. The bullpen struggled while lefties Mike Dunn (out for the year with left shoulder surgery) and Jake 

McGee and righty Bryan Shaw all dealt with injuries or slumps or both during the regular season. But it's possible none of 

them will be on the NLDS roster, especially if Black goes with three catchers. Among the group pitching now, Oh's 

September hamstring tweak was the only injury and that's long gone. 

Brewers: No, although the Jeffress situation is worth monitoring. It was a surprise when Hader was left in Monday's game 

to face Javier Baez with two outs in the ninth inning and Woodruff warmed up instead of Jeffress, who was unscored 

upon in 63 of his 73 appearances on the way to a 1.29 ERA. The Brewers did not provide any details about what sidelined 

Jeffress, though Stearns, Milwaukee's GM, said Jeffress will be a full participant in the NLDS. 

Any injuries of note? 

Rockies: No. 

Brewers: No. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/493603/adam-ottavino
http://m.mlb.com/player/493603/adam-ottavino
http://m.mlb.com/player/451584/wade-davis
http://m.mlb.com/player/493200/seunghwan-oh
http://m.mlb.com/player/543734/chris-rusin
http://m.mlb.com/player/623184/scott-oberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/468504/jhoulys-chacin
http://m.mlb.com/player/458584/xavier-cedeno
http://m.mlb.com/player/465657/joakim-soria
http://m.mlb.com/player/608349/corey-knebel
http://m.mlb.com/player/623352/josh-hader
http://m.mlb.com/player/623352/josh-hader
http://m.mlb.com/player/502026/jeremy-jeffress
http://m.mlb.com/player/669203/corbin-burnes
http://m.mlb.com/player/605540/brandon-woodruff
http://m.mlb.com/player/445197/mike-dunn
http://m.mlb.com/player/459429/jake-mcgee
http://m.mlb.com/player/459429/jake-mcgee
http://m.mlb.com/player/543766/bryan-shaw
http://m.mlb.com/player/595879/javier-baez
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Who is hot and who is not? 

Rockies: It's an all-for-one, one-for-all offense. They surge as a team and slump as a team. The last two games they've 

scored a total of four runs, but they won the one that counted. Blackmon, Arenado, Dahl and Story came into the 

postseason hitting, and two down games isn't enough to scuttle that feeling. 

Brewers: You might have heard that Yelich is hot. He is the first batting champion in Brewers history, and his .770 

slugging percentage after the All-Star break was a whopping 145 points better than the next qualified player in MLB, 

Atlanta's Ronald Acuna Jr. (.625). Yelich led all NL hitters with a .352/.500/.807 slash line with 10 homers over 26 games 

in September to win the league's Player of the Month honor. On the other end of the spectrum is Schoop, who delivered a 

huge moment when he hit a go-ahead grand slam off Madison Bumgarner on Sept. 9, but had a disappointing .577 OPS 

in 134 Brewers plate appearances. He continued to garner playing time against left-handers, however. 

Anything else fans might want to know? 

The Brewers won both regular-season series against the Rockies, taking three of four at Coors Field in May capped by 

right-hander Freddy Peralta's 13-strikeout Major League debut, then two of three at Miller Park in August beginning 

with Eric Thames' walk-off homer against Davis. Both Peralta and Thames are on Milwaukee's NLDS roster bubble. 

Senzatela made his Major League debut at Miller Park and won it -- five scoreless innings, two hits, six strikeouts and 

three walks in a 2-1 victory April 6, 2017. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/660670/ronald-acuna-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/518516/madison-bumgarner
http://m.mlb.com/player/642547/freddy-peralta
http://m.mlb.com/player/519346/eric-thames
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Rox escape trouble after interference call 

By Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 2, 2018 

 

CHICAGO -- The Rockies acquired catcher Drew Butera just in time to add him to the postseason roster for times like 

Tuesday's seventh inning of Colorado's eventual 2-1, 13-inning victory over the Cubs in the National League Wild Card 

Game at Wrigley Field. 

It wasn't the smoothest of innings, but Butera stayed cool and made it through. 

With one on and two out and a 1-0 Rockies lead, Adam Ottavino sailed a pitch to the backstop to put a runner in scoring 

position. Ottavino admitted, "I just had so much adrenaline -- that's why I was yanking all those pitches at the beginning. 

... I felt too strong, too hopped up." 

Butera, 35, has played in 497 regular-season games, was a member of the 2015 World Series champion Royals and has 

handled important defensive innings since coming in an Aug. 31 trade with the Royals for lefty reliever Jerry Vasto. So he 

knew to calm Ottavino. 

"I just decided to take things as slow as possible," Butera said. "I knew he would gather himself. I tried not to rush it, take 

my time in between signs and let him find his rhythm." 

After Ottavino walked Willson Contreras, Butera's glove tapped the bat during a swing by pinch-hitter Tommy La Stella. 

So instead of making an inning-ending out, La Stella was awarded first base on catcher's interference. 

Butera isn't the first catcher to experience such a fate. La Stella reached on a catcher's interference call last postseason, 

against the Nationals. He joins Josh Reddick and Jacoby Ellsbury as the only two players with two such calls in their 

postseason careers. 

It was another chance for Butera to offer calm. 

"The slider came back over the plate," he said. "I wanted to go get it. It was kind of down and I wanted to try to reach it 

and bring it back up. Unfortunately, my glove kind of ran into his bat path. Fortunately for us we were able to get out of the 

inning. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/460077/drew-butera
https://www.mlb.com/rockies/news/tony-wolters-big-hit-sends-rockies-to-nlds/c-296913340
http://m.mlb.com/player/493603/adam-ottavino
http://m.mlb.com/player/657786/jerry-vasto
http://m.mlb.com/player/575929/willson-contreras
http://m.mlb.com/player/600303/tommy-la-stella
http://m.mlb.com/player/502210/josh-reddick
http://m.mlb.com/player/453056/jacoby-ellsbury
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"I think he knew what he had to do. I told him, 'My bad,' and he picked me up." 

Ottavino bailed himself, his team and Butera out in a powerful way -- by striking out Jason Heyward to end the frame. 

The 97 mph pitch was his hardest of 530 fastballs all season, and the only strike he managed on a fastball in the frame. 

"I didn't even really try to throw it hard," Ottavino said. "I was just trying to make the pitch and then I saw that it was pretty 

fast." 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/518792/jason-heyward
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Rockies 2, Cubs 1: Rockies win Wild Card game in extra innings to advance to NLDS 
Rockies win! 
 
Hayden Kane | Purple Row | Oct. 2, 2018 

 

The Colorado Rockies and the Chicago Cubs played a wild game indeed in the National League Wild Card game. It 

went 13 innings and was a nail-biter from start to finish. Ultimately the Rockies scratched out a late run and won 2-1 to 

advance to the National League Division Series. 

Tony Wolters comes through 

A one game sample is going to be random and unpredictable. On the one hand, a low scoring game between these two 

mediocre offenses was predictable. On the other hand, a wild extra innings game was not, and the hero most certainly 

was not. 

Wolters followed a couple of soft singles by Trevor Story and Gerardo Parra in the 13th inning with a run-scoring shot 

up the middle. He put a great swing on a pitch with two strikes, and now he’s the hero of a memorable Rockies playoff 

win.  

Kyle Freeland was awesome 

What else can you say about Freeland? He was up to the task in Wrigley Field on short rest, going 6 2⁄3 shutout innings. I 

don’t care how much the Cubs offense has been struggling. That is a big boy showing, especially as he matched Jon 

Lester for the night. His great start is a big reason why the Rockies advanced in the playoffs. 

Bud Black double switched his ass off 

I guess I don’t know if the moves were good or bad or indifferent. Drew Butera batted multiple times and Charlie 

Blackmon was on the bench when the game ended. Then again, Scott Oberg was available to close the game out. I 

know I could never manage a game like this, so I’ll just say that Black was not shy about using his entire roster. 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/chicago-cubs
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/189771/tony-wolters
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/255385/tony-wolters
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/190283/trevor-story
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/31904/gerardo-parra
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/285612/kyle-freeland
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/301994/kyle-freeland
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/1057/jon-lester
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/1057/jon-lester
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/32738/drew-butera
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/129414/charlie-blackmon
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/129414/charlie-blackmon
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/244744/scott-oberg
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About that bullpen 

Adam Ottavino tripped up to allow the only Chicago run, and there were a lot of heroes after that as the Rockies held 

on. Wade Davis went 1 1⁄3innings. Seunghwan Oh went 1 2⁄3 innings. Chris Rusin worked a full inning, and the 

aforementioned Oberg shut the door with authority working more than one inning. This team rode its pitching all year, and 

even if the bullpen had some down moments, it was fitting that they came through on this night. 

Oberg deserves a special shout-out for getting those final outs, which is no small task any night but especially in the 

playoffs. 

The Rockies will try to get some rest and then start their Division Series with the Milwaukee Brewers on Thursday 

afternoon. It’s officially Rocktober! 

  

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/32966/adam-ottavino
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/31728/wade-davis
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/276423/seung-hwan-oh
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/151441/chris-rusin
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/255376/scott-oberg
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/milwaukee-brewers
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Colorado Rockies morning after: Unlikely heroes push Rox to NLDS 
 
Kevin Henry | Rox Pile | Oct. 2, 2018 

CHICAGO – With sincere apologies to the Chicago Cubs, the visitors locker room at Wrigley Field is going to 

need a makeover in the coming days. 

One day after the Milwaukee Brewers celebrated winning the National League Central with a victory inside the Friendly 

Confines, the Colorado Rockies put the demons of last year’s Wild Card game loss in Arizona behind them. Another 

night in Chicago and another celebration inside what many consider one of baseball’s cathedrals. 

But the Rockies don’t seem to care about history and what has happened in the past. This is a team that has been bent 

on making its own mark since spring training … and that continued on a Tuesday that felt every bit like fall on Chicago’s 

north side. 

Tony Wolters played the unlikeliest of heroes, coming off the bench as Colorado’s third catcher of the night, yet plating 

the game-winning run in a 2-1, 13-inning decision that ended Chicago’s season and pushed the Rockies on to a date 

with the top-seeded Brewers. 

Wolters had been hitless in his last nine games of the regular season, going 0-for-15, and had committed a key mistake in 

Colorado’s loss in Los Angeles on Monday. However, that was all in the past when Wolters sent a Kyle Hendricks pitch 

back up the middle to plate Trevor Story and eventually give the Rockies their first trip to the National League Division 

Series since 2009. 

There were plenty of heroes on the night. Kyle Freeland, throwing a magnificent game on one day less of rest. Story, 

going 3-for-6 to pace a Rockies offense that looked like it might squander an opportunity to eliminate the Cubs. And then 

there was Scott Oberg, who punched out the final batter of the night, Albert Almora Jr., to end the longest postseason 

game in Wrigley Field history. 

Oberg, who had his rise this season chronicled in this excellent piece, talked to me in the locker room after the win. 

Drenched in champagne and beer and sporting ski goggles, Oberg was coming off a performance where he struck out all 

four batters he faced to get the win. He was the sixth Colorado pitcher of the night and squelched any hope Cubs fans 

had for a 13th-inning rally. 

 “That was great, to be able to get the last out, a strikeout, in this atmosphere? Nothing better,” Oberg smiled. 

https://roxpile.com/analysis/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/w/wolteto01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.mlb.com/gameday/rockies-vs-cubs/2018/10/02/563347#game_state=final,game_tab=box,game=563347
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/hendrky01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/storytr01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/f/freelky01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/o/obergsc01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/almoral01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://roxpile.com/2018/09/18/the-colorado-rockies-have-an-elite-reliever-and-he-has-an-incredible-story/
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Baseball is a funny game. A little more than 24 hours before, many were wondering how Colorado could shake off a loss 

to the Dodgers that cost them the NL West. Now, inside the depths of Wrigley Field, many are wondering just how far this 

LoDo Magic can keep going for the Boys of Rocktober. 

One thing is for sure … it will take them to Milwaukee. After a night of celebrating, a bus ride north to Wisconsin may just 

what the doctor ordered for a team that hasn’t had a day off since September 20. 
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The Rockies are moving on after historic win at Wrigley Field 
 
Drew Creasman | BSN Denver | Oct. 2, 2018 

 

CHICAGO – The night Chicago died. 

That’s what Oct. 2, 2018, was for the Chicago Cubs, courtesy of YOUR Colorado Rockies. In 13 grueling, hair-whitening, 

nailbiting, ulcer-inducing innings, the Rockies beat the Cubs 2-1 at Wrigley Field. Tony Wolters’ single in the top of the 

13th brought in Trevor Story, and Scott Oberg held it from there to give the Rockies the National League Wild Card. 

It’s on to Milwaukee now for the Rocks, for Game 1 of the NLDS. It was the longest postseason game in Wrigley Field 

history, and the Rockies walked off the field vanquishers of a team nobody – certainly not the pro-Cubs ESPN broadcast 

crew that called Story’s two-out single in the 13th that started the winning rally a “win for the Cubs” – believed could 

happen. 

Sorry, national networks, but it’s Colorado-Milwaukee now, and the Cubs are going home. 

Story got on base, and despite that being a win for the Cubs, he was advanced to third on a single to right by Gerardo 

Parra. Then, Wolters singled up the middle. Oberg struck out the side in the bottom of the 13th. 

The other heroes for the Rockies in this one? Certainly, starter Kyle Freeland was one. In his first postseason 

appearance, the kid from Colorado threw 6.2 innings of shutout ball. The Rockies held a 1-0 lead until the bottom of the 

eighth, thanks to Nolan Arenado’s first-inning sacrifice fly. The Cubs evened it, and had other chances to put it away – 

especially in the 11th, with runners on first and second. But the Rockies’ bullpen just kept getting out of it. 

Seunghwan Oh came on for the bottom of the 10th and got a clean inning with an assist from a beautiful Arenado diving 

stop and throw. 

The Rockies had a golden opportunity in the top of the 11th, getting a one-out single up the middle from Arenado and a 

two-out walk from Parra after Story just got underneath a hanging off-speed pitch. Desmond hit a grounder toward third 

but Bryant went to second with it and was unable to get Parra who hustled into second before the throw arrived. That 

loaded the bases for Dahl who swung at the first pitch and grounded out to first base. 
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Oh remained in the game for the bottom of the 11th and walked Baez on five pitches. Almore laid down a sac bunt to 

move him to second and the Rockies intentionally passed on Murphy. He jammed Contreras in the next at-bat with a 1-1 

pitch to make it 1-2 but the Cubs catcher appeared to tweak a muscle on the play and stepped out for several minutes. 

After the long delay, he got his groundball to third but in a strange play, Baez gave Arenado a bearhug on the tag and 

there was no chance to throw the ball to first for the inning-ending double play. Black argued for a while but eventually 

succumbed to the call on the field and decided to go to his bullpen once more, calling on Chris Rusin to face switch-and-

pinch-hitting Victor Caratini, the last man on the Cubs bench. 

With the winning run at second, Rusin got a groundball to first to send the game to a 12th inning. Ryan McMahon, who 

had just entered the game in a double-switch, fielded a hard hit ball on the play nicely. 

Then came the lucky 13th. Rocktober is just getting started, while the Cubs are done. 

Sorry, network executives. 
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Freeland stars in 13 inning victory over the Cubs 
 
Justin Michael | Mile High Sports | Oct. 2, 2018 

 

Rocktober is alive. 11 years after defeating the Padres in 13 innings to advance to the playoffs, the Rockies defeated the 

Cubs, 2-1 in 13 innings Tuesday night to advance to the NLDS. 

The Rockies and Cubs battled for nine innings Tuesday night, but it took extra frames to decide the one-game wildcard. 

After 13 innings of brilliant pitching, Trevor Story was able to start the rally in extra innings with a two-out single through 

the left side of the infield. 

Once Story was able to get on base, Gerardo Parra dropped a single into right field to advance Story to third. And with 

Story in position, Tony Wolters, the third catcher to play for the Rockies in the game, had the biggest hit of the night to 

help the game-winning run score. 

While Wolters was the hero for the Rockies Tuesday night, it was the pitching that stood out for both clubs. 

Kyle Freeland was able to toss 6.2 innings of scoreless baseball for Colorado. The Denver native gave up four hits, 

walked one and struck out six in his first career playoff start. Freeland battled with Jon Lester, who gave up four hits and 

struck out nine in six innings for the Cubs. 

Freeland kept the Cubs off balance throughout the contest and was able to consistently locate his fastball. Unfortunately 

for the Rockies’ young starter, the offense did not provide him with any kind of run support. 

The Rockies managed to record 11 hits in the game, but the team’s inability to come up with hits with runners in scoring 

position costed them multiple chances to take lead. In the 11th inning, the Rockies had the based loaded with two outs 

and failed to score the winning run. 

Luckily for Rockies fans, Colorado’s lack of offense did not result in a heartbreaking loss because the bullpen was able to 

pick up Freeland with 6.8 innings of shutout baseball. Scott Oberg was the pitcher on record after recording the final four 

outs. 

The Rockies will face the Brewers in Game One of the NLDS on Thursday afternoon. First pitch is scheduled for 3:07 p.m. 

MT and will be televised on FS1. 
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Paul Klee: 'Instant classic' at Wrigley Field sends Colorado Rockies to NLDS 
 
Paul Klee | Colorado Springs Gazette | Oct. 2, 2018 

 

CHICAGO — It started on Tuesday, ended on Wednesday. Four hours, fifty-five minutes into a ballgame that spelled 

October like only postseason baseball can, it was over. It was over like a heart-stopping film is over, so juicy and stressful 

you scrape the popcorn bag to soak in the credits. 

National League wild card: Rockies 2, Cubs 1 (13 innings). 

Let the credits and the good times roll. Welcome back, Rocktober. Hot damn we missed you. 

“I think this will go down as a Major League Baseball classic," manager Bud Black said. 

Where do we start? How much time do you have? The Rox lunged into the National League Division Series after the 

longest postseason game in Wrigley Field history, the longest sudden-death postseason game in MLB history and a game 

we'll never forget. It was over six innings after they cut off beer sales and, boy, how the 41,649 rowdies who piled in co 

It was over when Tony Wolters decided it was over. Come again? Anthony John Wolters. Plays catcher, smiles all the 

time. Hitting .170 coming into the playoffs and hadn’t recorded a hit since — hang on, gimme a minute — Sept. 10. And it 

was that guy’s RBI single with two outs in the lucky 13th that scored Trevor Story. If I hadn’t seen it with my own eyes, I 

wouldn’t have believed Wolters pounding his hands together standing on first base. 

"A feeling I’m not going to forget,” Wolters said afterward. 

"It's the little brother doing something great," Black said. 

With a crisp swing against Cubs right-hander Kyle Hendricks, Wolters delivered a moment that stands next to Matt 

Holliday touching home in Game 163, Ubaldo’s no-no and Nolan Arenado wearing blood on his face after hitting for the 

cycle. 

“It’s an incredible feeling,” Kyle Freeland said. “I remember '07 like it was yesterday.” 
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Oh, right. That guy. The Rockies meet the Milwaukee Brewers at Miller Park for Game 1 on Thursday because Freeland 

isn’t wired like most men, like most pitchers the Rockies have tried and tried again. He’s a Colorado guy, and that 

inherently means he’s tougher, smarter, better-looking and superior to his opponents. 

Could've fooled Wrigley Field. Way up in Section 501, they were Googling Freeland’s name to learn more about this 

devilish lefty. And with the outfield flags waving sideways like a sheet snapped onto a bed, Freeland delivered a message 

from Colorado with love: these ain’t your brother’s Rockies. They’re Kylerado’s. 

The Rockies learned about their future Tuesday night. At the top of the list was the sure-as-shootin’ arrival of a staff ace. 

Freeland pitched 6 2/3 innings, shut down the Cubs and silenced a frantic crowd. Eighty-two pitches. Two hits. No runs. A 

reading on the fear meter of zero. 

“He’s built for this,” manager Bud Black said prior to first pitch. 

Freeland out-Lester’ed Jon Lester, a postseason great with 22 playoff starts to his name. The Rockies and his homestate 

couldn’t have asked for more. 

“It could have easily gone the other way,” shortstop Trevor Story said. “We stepped up and made it happen.” 

These aren’t the full credits.  "So many contributions from so many guys," Black said. 

Toss in Charlie Blackmon’s leadoff walk that led the first run, Arenado’s magic glove at third that prevented at least two 

baserunners, the Rockies bullpen that roared back like these Rockies always seem to do. But the guy at short? Trevor 

Story? Three base hits, the game-winning run and a diving stop at short that stemmed the momentum from getting out of 

hand. 

Wrigley was rockin’. When Javy Baez punched in the tying run in the eighth, the 104-year-old foundation of the ballpark 

felt a little shaky. 

Four hours, 55 minutes later, the ol’ ballpark was speechless. 

"What a win," Black said. Bring on the Brew Crew. Rocktober lives. 
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Rockies, Cubs get postseason off to an epic start 

By Bradford Doolittle | ESPN.com | Oct. 3, 2018 

 
CHICAGO -- Over the past six months, it felt like for all the good stuff there was during the 2018 regular season, we heard 

almost as much about the things in baseball that could be a little better. 

But now it's October, and the Chicago Cubs and Colorado Rockies just reminded us once again why baseball is still great. 

 

By the time Albert Almora Jr. struck out to end Colorado's 2-1, 13-inning, 4-hour, 55-minute thriller, Tuesday's National 

League wild-card classic had extended into Wednesday. Lists were circulating about the game being the longest ... 

everything. Longest postseason game in Wrigley Field history. Longest wild-card game in the seven years of that round. 

Longest win-or-go-home game ever. 

"Well, this was a great one," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "I think this is a classic. I think this will go down as a Major 

League Baseball classic." 

The game was indeed long, but it wasn't about quantity. For a game that saw so few runs scored, it was packed with 

countless details, any of which might have been spun off into a game story, or at least a sidebar. It was tense and terse, 

from stem to stern. It was the perfect way to kick off the 2018 postseason. It was the perfect opening act. 

That's right: We've got a whole month of this ahead of us. 

Obviously that's little solace for the Cubs, who for much of the season looked like the class of the National League. But in 

the span of a few days, they saw their hold on first place in the NL Central slip away, then their chance at salvaging the 

division crown vanish with a tiebreaker loss to Milwaukee, and now, after 13 innings and nearly five hours against 

Colorado, the end of their season. 

For the Rockies, there is one day of recovery and a short jaunt north to Milwaukee, where a Brewers club is waiting for 

them, surely gleeful over watching the wild-card combatants slug it out and churn through their pitching staffs. This was 

not a matchup you might have envisioned back in March, but then again, neither is the Braves-Dodgers series on the 

other side of the NL bracket. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/chc/chicago-cubs
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/col/colorado-rockies
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32686/albert-almora-jr
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For the Rockies to set up this Coors-Miller beerfest, they had to survive one of the wackiest, most-intriguing classics you'll 

ever see in a win-or-go-home game. There weren't any home runs, which might make the game look look an anachronism 

on paper, but it had everything else. 

"Both sides pitched as good as you could possibly pitch," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. "Kind of an instant classic kind 

of a game." 

Great starting pitching 

You have to start with the two lefties who took the mound at the beginning. You had Jon Lester, whose 148 career 

postseason innings entering the game were the most among active pitchers. And you had Kyle Freeland, a Denver native, 

who has spoken often of watching Colorado's 2007 run to the World Series from his family's couch as a 14-year-old. 

Freeland was making his first playoff appearance. This time, the couch-dwellers were watching him and they were seeing 

him pitch for the first time on three days' rest. 

"Isn't that great?" Black said before the game, when asked about Freeland's blank postseason record. 

Freeland worked 6⅔ scoreless innings and departed after throwing only 82 pitches. He was amped early in the game. 

According to Statcast, he averaged 92.9 mph over the first three innings with his fastball. His average heater is 91.6. 

Black termed it "throwing," but then Freeland started to pitch, setting down 12 straight Cubs at one point. Based on his 

pitch count, it seemed as if Freeland could have gone deeper. But his early effort was taking a toll. 

"There was a limit, and I know that the adrenaline in these games catches up with you," Black said. "From the time that he 

woke up this morning he was excited, and you could tell that he was excited the first inning based on how he was 

throwing." 

On the other side, Lester yielded a Colorado run three hitters into the game. Charlie Blackmon worked Lester for a walk, 

went to third on DJ LeMahieu's double and scored on Nolan Arenado's sacrifice fly. But this is the postseason, and that's 

Jon Lester. It was about three hours before another run scored for either team. 

Lester went six innings, giving up only that first-inning run and matching his playoff career high with nine strikeouts. He 

was removed for pinch hitter Ian Happ when his spot was due to lead off the bottom of the sixth. Like Freeland, Lester had 

a low pitch count -- he finished with 86 -- and Maddon would have liked to stick with him, had the game allowed him to. 

 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28487/jon-lester
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33839/kyle-freeland
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31084/charlie-blackmon
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30765/dj-lemahieu
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31261/nolan-arenado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34945/ian-happ
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"Yeah, I didn't want to take Jon out," Maddon said. "Jon was good to go. He was definitely good to go and Happ starts out 

the inning we put ourselves in a position possibly to score and it went away. But Jonny had a lot left in the tank, a lot. And 

their kid Freeland pitching on three days' rest, that's pretty darn impressive." 

On paper, Freeland won the duel. His team led 1-0 when the games were turned over to the bullpens. But in reality, this 

was a classic duel between a veteran lefty and an emerging lefty. It should have been the story of the game. But the 

game had so many more narrative threads. 

"It was awesome," Freeland said. "It was so much fun to compete out there tonight and [Tony Wolters] coming up with the 

huge knock there in the 13th inning and that's after being on the bench for four hours, absolutely incredible. It just shows 

the resiliency of this team. But it's going to be a lot of fun to continue this ride." 

Managerial chess match 

Before the game, Maddon told a story about his close friend, Black, who stood for five hours on the top step of the dugout 

opposite his own at Wrigley on Tuesday. It was about why he calls him "Pepe Negro," a moniker that traces back to a trip 

to Mexico for a spring training camp when they were both coaches for the Angels under Mike Scioscia. 

During the game, both managers pulled about every lever there was to pull. There were pinch hitters galore, 15 pitchers, 

pinch running, double switches, bunts, stolen bases, replay challenges. All told, 43 players appeared. 

"I don't know about fun, but it was a game to manage, I know that," Black said. "I think there was so many twists and 

turns. And in a low-scoring game where pitching is so precious and every out is so important as the game unfolds. You try 

to put your guys in the best position to succeed and do their thing and also think about what is the right thing to do 

strategically. I know Joe over there on that side was doing the same thing." 

There was plenty of fodder for second-guessing, which of course is part of the fun. Maddon went to Jason Heyward as a 

pinch hitter with the bases loaded in the seventh instead of Kyle Schwarber. Black double-switched Blackmon out of the 

game. Maddon ran out of bench players, leaving pinch-running specialist Terrance Gore to bat twice in the late innings. 

Lots of stuff like that happened. It was the strategist's dream come true. The beauty of the baseball chess match. And 

after the game, Maddon made a point to begin his postgame news conference with a nod to his old friend. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31844/tony-wolters
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29551/jason-heyward
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33712/kyle-schwarber
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33632/terrance-gore
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"Before you ask [questions] I want to congratulate the Rockies and my good friend Pepe Negro," Maddon said. "That was 

a hell of a ballgame right there." 

MVPs being MVPs, and the unlikely hero 

Obviously not a lot of runs went up on the scoreboard, but the stars were present. Colorado's Trevor Story and Arenado 

were both part of the NL MVP conversation, of which Chicago's Javier Baez emerged as a prime candidate. 

Arenado drove in the first run and played his usual dynamic defense at third base. Story had three hits and scored the go-

ahead run in the 13th. But it was Baez who most rose to the occasion with an RBI double in the bottom of the eighth to 

score Gore, who had just swiped second base. The Wrigley Field fans, who had been lively but anxious for much of the 

night, erupted. 

But the game winner, the hit that finally broke the long stalemate, was stroked by Colorado's Tony Wolters. Wolters had 

spent four hours in the Rockies' dugout biting his nails before entering the game on a double switch. He had gone hitless 

since Sept. 10. Here's how Black described Wolters: 

"Tony's like everybody's little brother. He's the guy that everybody looks out for and sort of just keeps their eye on 

because Tony can sort of run astray a little bit. But they love him." 

Wolters stroked a Kyle Hendricks changeup into the outfield to plate Story, putting the Rockies ahead. It goes without 

saying that it was his biggest moment as a big leaguer. 

"Are you kidding me?" the incredulous Wolters exclaimed when asked if it was the biggest hit of his life. "Yeah, that was 

probably the biggest hit I've ever had, that's for sure." 

Miscues and wackiness 

There were miscues. Colorado's David Dahl overran a Kris Bryant blooper, a play that Statcast tabbed with a 91 percent 

out probability. Ian Desmond was thrown out at second on an ill-advised decision to try to advance on a medium-depth fly 

ball to left. 

But there were some outright crazy plays as well. LeMahieu's first-inning double ended up tangled in the ivy on the 

outfield wall. Blackmon was flying around third base and would have scored, while LeMahieu appeared to have a shot at a 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32150/trevor-story
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32127/javier-baez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33173/kyle-hendricks
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32698/david-dahl
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33172/kris-bryant
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29646/ian-desmond
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triple. The ground rules are clear: An ivy ball is two bases. If LeMahieu had indeed tripled, it might have been him scoring 

on Arenado's sac fly with what would have been Colorado's second run. 

Chicago's Tommy La Stella, who is a strange kind of wizard when it comes to reaching bases on catcher's interference, 

did it again in a key pinch-hitting spot in the seventh. Gore acted as if he were hit by a pitch in the 13th that actually struck 

plate umpire Chris Guccione. The replay crew made sure he didn't get away with it. But you have to admire the chutzpah 

of a pinch runner who tries to steal first base. 

 

There was also a crazy play in the 11th, when Willson Contreras hit into a fielder's choice with runners on first and 

second. Arenado fielded the grounder and tagged Baez, caught between second and third. There probably was no real 

double-play opportunity there, but we'll never know. 

Baez decided that moment was a good time to engage Arenado in a hug. There is actually a rule against that, and Black 

had a conversation with the umpires. But nothing came of it. 

Maybe the wackiest thing wasn't a single play but the fact that for the second straight game, the Cubs scored one run. It 

has been the theme of their baffling, inconsistent offense all season. Only eight teams in the majors scored more runs 

than the Cubs. But Tuesday's game was the 28th time in which they finished with exactly one run. It was their most 

frequent run total. 

"We played that game a lot," Maddon lamented. "Believe me, it was on my mind for a large part of it. We had some 

opportunities, we just could not cash in. They pitched really well too, but we need to figure that out in the offseason and 

next spring training." 

Effort and energy where there should have been none 

Maybe as impressive as any of this is just how well both teams played and the circumstances in which they did it. 

Colorado played its season finale on Sunday at home in Denver, flew to Los Angeles for a tiebreaker on Monday, lost 

that, and ended up in Tuesday's wild-card game, which also became Wednesday's wild-card game. 

"Knowing these guys like I do, it doesn't surprise me the effort and the preparation those guys put in today," Black said. 

"All the work that each guy does individually on their own, whether video, early work in the cage, some stuff in the weight 

room, the trainers that work on players. They do it." 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32217/tommy-la-stella
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32532/willson-contreras
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The Cubs' journey was kinder. Their three games in three days were all at Wrigley Field. But to say the journey was kinder 

is not to say it was not a tough ask, and when it ended so abruptly on that Almora strikeout, it was an emotional scene in 

the home clubhouse. 

The Rockies kind of get a day off before they begin their division series matchup with Milwaukee. They'll take the bus up 

to Brewtown and there will be a workout at Miller Park on Wednesday. It'll be their fourth city in as many days. It sounds 

exhausting, but they wouldn't have it any other way. 

Last year, the Rockies made the postseason, also playing the one-and-done game. It was at Arizona and the Rockies lost 

an 11-8 thriller. That not only ended their 2017 season, but it meant a playoff appearance without a playoff home game. If 

Tuesday's game had gone just a little differently, the unfortunate end for Colorado would have been repeated. 

Instead, the Rockies play on, and after two games in Milwaukee they will get to treat Denver fans to some October 

baseball. After this incredible meandering journey, the Rockies, and Freeland, will be headed home. 

"It's going to be extremely exciting," Freeland said. "It's been awhile since playoffs have been in Denver. We got a little 

taste of it right before we left for L.A. the other day, seeing the entire city rally around us playing against Washington and 

kind of getting that playoff environment feel. It's going to be extremely exciting to bring some more playoff baseball to 

Denver and hopefully win some games." 

Freeland could have been speaking about the postseason in general. If the rest of the month is anything like the playoff 

opener, this will be an October to remember. 
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Rockies top Cubs 2-1 in 13 innings in epic wild-card game 

By Associated Press | ESPN.com | Oct. 3, 2018 

 

CHICAGO -- Tony Wolters waited and waited as the NL wild-card game went deep into Tuesday night. He stretched a 

couple of times and tried to figure out when he might get a chance to play. 

When that opportunity arrived, he was ready. 

Wolters hit a tiebreaking single with two outs in the 13th inning and the Colorado Rockies outlasted the Chicago Cubs 2-1 

at Wrigley Field in the longest win-or-go-home postseason game in major league history. 

"Probably the biggest hit I've ever had, that's for sure," he said. 

The 26-year-old Wolters, claimed off waivers from Cleveland in 2016, entered as part of a double switch in the bottom of 

the 12th. The reserve catcher came up with runners at the corners and drove in Trevor Story with a two-strike hit back up 

the middle off losing pitcher Kyle Hendricks, quieting the crowd of 40,151 on a crisp fall night. 

After playing its third big game over three days in three different cities, Colorado now heads to Milwaukee to open a best-

of-five Division Series against the NL Central champion Brewers on Thursday. 

"We didn't make it easy on ourselves, that's for sure," Story said, "but we're going to enjoy this one tonight and we're 

definitely not done." 

Scott Oberg, the sixth Colorado pitcher, fanned Kris Bryant for the final out of the 12th and then struck out the side in the 

13th to end the longest postseason game at 104-year-old Wrigley. Terrance Gore tried to sell that he was hit by a pitch, 

but was sent back to the plate after a replay review confirmed the initial call. 

After Albert Almora Jr. struck out swinging for the final out, Wolters ran out and grabbed Oberg. They were soon joined by 

the rest of the excited Rockies in a rollicking purple mob near the mound. 

"You're always wondering, `How's this going to end?' But our guys fought all night and to be able to get that last out there 

was great," Oberg said. 

Wolters got his first hit since Sept. 10 in his playoff debut, and it was just the second postseason game for Oberg. 

Previously, the longest winner-take-all games in the postseason were 12-inning affairs in the 2014 AL wild-card round and 

Game 7 of the 1924 World Series. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31844/tony-wolters
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/col/colorado-rockies
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/chc/chicago-cubs
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32150/trevor-story
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33173/kyle-hendricks
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33256/scott-oberg
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33172/kris-bryant
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33632/terrance-gore
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32686/albert-almora-jr
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This one lasted 4 hours, 55 minutes, and had pretty much everything, too. Hendricks was the third starting pitcher used by 

the Cubs, after Jon Lester worked six solid innings and Cole Hamels was pressed into action after the teams were tied at 

1 through nine. Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado exchanged a memorable hug with Javier Baez after he tagged the 

excitable Cubs star in the 11th. 

Colorado moved on to the Division Series for the first time since 2009. The Rockies lost to Arizona in the NL wild-card 

game a year ago. 

"Such a crazy game," Story said. 

The Cubs made it to the NLCS in each of the previous three seasons, winning the 2016 World Series to break a 108-year 

drought, but they were plagued by an inconsistent offense all season long. Chicago finished with six hits and left 10 

runners on base after managing only three hits in Monday's 3-1 home loss to the Brewers in the NL Central tiebreaker. 

"We played that game a lot," said manager Joe Maddon, who matched a postseason record by using 23 players. "Believe 

me, it was on my mind for a large part of it." 

This time, it was Kyle Freeland cruising through Maddon's lineup. 

Starting on three days' rest for the first time in the pros, Freeland struck out six in 6 2/3 scoreless innings. The Denver 

native looked quite comfortable in his first career playoff appearance, helping his hometown team bounce back from 

Monday's NL West tiebreaker loss to the Dodgers in Los Angeles. 

"Sometimes you just get beat and we got beat tonight," Lester said. 

Lester helped Chicago stick around by matching a career playoff high with nine strikeouts in his 26th postseason 

appearance. But he took a little while to settle into the game, and the Rockies took advantage. 

Charlie Blackmon led off with a five-pitch walk. DJ LeMahieu followed with a ground-rule double on a 3-2 pitch -- with the 

ball getting stuck in the famed ivy in left-center -- and Arenado's sacrifice fly drove in Blackmon. 

Lester then limited the damage by striking out Story and Matt Holliday with LeMahieu on third. 

That one run looked as if it might hold up as Freeland cruised into the seventh. After Story robbed Daniel Murphy of a hit 

with a diving grab at shortstop, manager Bud Black replaced Freeland with Adam Ottavino. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28487/jon-lester
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6216/cole-hamels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31261/nolan-arenado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32127/javier-baez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33839/kyle-freeland
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31084/charlie-blackmon
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30765/dj-lemahieu
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/5940/matt-holliday
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29200/daniel-murphy
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29705/adam-ottavino
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Chicago loaded the bases with two outs, getting some help when Drew Butera was called for catcher's interference, but 

Ottavino struck out pinch-hitter Jason Heyward to end the inning. 

The Cubs got another chance when Anthony Rizzo singled with two outs in the eighth, and Maddon went for it. He ran for 

his star first baseman with the speedy Gore, who promptly swiped second. 

Ottavino had an 0-2 count on Baez when his third pitch got too much of the plate. The free-swinging slugger drove it into 

the gap in left-center for a tying double , easily scoring Gore from second and sending a charge through the crowd. 

Hitters had been 0 for 36 against Ottavino with an 0-2 count this year. 

"I think this is a classic," Black said. "I think this will go down as a Major League Baseball classic. ... And it's awesome that 

a number of these fellas will always remember this game." 

  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29436/drew-butera
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29551/jason-heyward
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30782/anthony-rizzo
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Rockies vs. Cubs final score, things to know: Colorado outlasts Chicago in NL Wild Card Game to advance to 
NLDS 
The Rockies are heading to the NLDS after a marathon win over the Cubs at Wrigley Field 
 
By Mike Axisa | CBS Sports | Oct. 3, 2018 
 
 
Less than 96 hours after having the best record in the National League, the Chicago Cubs have been eliminated from the 

postseason. 

Tuesday night the Colorado Rockies beat the Cubs in 13 innings in the winner-take-all NL Wild Card Game at Wrigley 

Field (COL 2, CHC 1). Both clubs lost a Game 163 tiebreaker Monday to end up in the Wild Card Game. This was only 

the third Wild Card Game to go to extra innings and the longest postseason game in Wrigley Field history. 

With the win, the Rockies are moving on to the National League Division Series to take on the Milwaukee Brewers. 

Colorado had been 1-8 in their last nine postseason games dating back to the 2007 NLCS. The Cubs? They're done. 

Season's over.  

Here is everything you need to know about the NL Wild Card Game. 

This was the longest win-or-go-home game in history 

Prior to Tuesday night no winner-take-all game in MLB history had ever gone 13 innings. Here are the longest winner-

takes-all games in baseball history: 

• 2018 Wild Card Game: Rockies over Cubs in 13 innings 

• 2014 AL Wild Card Game: Royals over Athletics in 12 innings 

• 1924 World Series Game 7: Senators over Giants in 12 innings 

This was only the third Wild Card Game to go to extra innings, joining that 2014 AL game and the 2016 AL game between 

the Blue Jays and Orioles. That's the infamous "Zach Britton is still sitting in the bullpen" game. 

The road team won another Wild Card Game 

Tuesday's game was the 13th Wild Card Game in baseball history and the road team is now 8-5 in those 13 games. 

Home field advantage hasn't been much of an advantage in the Wild Card Game thus far. Here are the home team wins: 

• 2017: Yankees over Twins 

• 2017: Diamondbacks over Rockies 

• 2016: Blue Jays over Orioles 

• 2014: Royals over Athletics 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/CHC/chicago-cubs
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/COL/colorado-rockies
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/gametracker/MLB_20181002_COL@CHC/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/MIL/milwaukee-brewers
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/OAK/oakland-athletics
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/SF/san-francisco-giants
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/TOR/toronto-blue-jays
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/BAL/baltimore-orioles
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1733482/zach-britton
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/NYY/new-york-yankees
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/MIN/minnesota-twins
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/ARI/arizona-diamondbacks
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/KC/kansas-city-royals
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• 2013: Pirates over Reds  

This is almost certainly a statistical anomaly, not a meaningful trend. We're talking about 13 Wild Card Games spread 

across seven years. Give it enough time and things will even out, if not swing in favor of the home team since the home 

team has won approximately 54 percent of games, historically. 

On Tuesday though, the Rockies went into raucous Wrigley Field to beat the Cubs and extend their season. Winning a 

do-or-die game on the road is never easy. So far though, the road team has had success in the Wild Card Game. 

The team that scored first won again 

Though 13 Wild Card Games, the team that scores first is now 10-3. The Rockies did it in a roundabout way Tuesday 

night, but they did win after scoring first. Here are the three teams that won despite not scoring first in the Wild Card 

Game: 

• 2018: Yankees over Twins 

• 2014: Royals over Athletics 

• 2012: Cardinals over Braves 

Scoring first is such a big advantage, especially when the road team scores in the top of the first. The home team is 

playing from behind right away and that is never a good field. 

Freeland was masterful 

While pitching on three days' rest for the first time since college, Rockies southpaw Kyle Freeland was brilliant Tuesday, 

holding the Cubs scoreless across 6 2/3 innings. He started to tire a bit later in the outing but still managed to take the ball 

into the seventh inning. 

 

Freeland allowed 17 balls in play and his average exit velocity allowed was a mere 84.2 mph. Only three of those 17 balls 

in play had a hit probability north of 50 percent, according to Statcast. Freeland faced 24 batters and only five of the 24 

saw more than four pitches in their at-bats. Three of the four batted in the first inning. Freeland was marvelous. He 

generated weak contact and was ruthlessly efficient all night. 

This performance didn't come out of nowhere, of course. Freeland had an outstanding regular season, throwing 202 1/3 

innings with a 2.85 ERA (164 ERA+). Among pitchers with enough innings to qualify for the ERA title, that is the second 

lowest ERA in Rockies history behind Marvin Freeman (2.80 ERA in 1995). Freeman threw only 112 2/3 innings that year 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/PIT/pittsburgh-pirates
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/CIN/cincinnati-reds
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/STL/st-louis-cardinals
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/ATL/atlanta-braves
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2135246/kyle-freeland
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and still qualified because it was a strike-shortened season. Point is, Freeland was outstanding Tuesday. What a 

performance. 

Ottavino pulled a big-time escape job in the seventh ... 

Freeland's start almost went for naught in the seventh inning. He exited the game with a runner on first and two outs in the 

seventh inning. In came setup man Adam Ottavino, who uncorked a wild pitch and walked Willson Contreras. Pinch-

hitter Tommy La Stella then reached base on a catcher's interference. 

With the bases loaded, two outs, and his team down 1-0 in the seventh inning, Cubs manager Joe Maddon opted to 

pinch-hit Jason Heyward against Ottavino, not Kyle Schwarber. Heyward struck out to end the inning. 

Twitter Ads info and privacy 

Ottavino struck out 112 batters in 77 2/3 innings this season and that two-seamer, which is his second best pitch, shows 

you why. He's got filthy stuff. Freeland's scoreless outing was preserved. Freeland, Noah Syndergaard, Jake Arrieta, 

and Madison Bumgarner (twice) are the only pitchers with a scoreless start in Wild Card Game history. 

... but he couldn't escape the eighth 

With the Rockies still nursing their 1-0 lead in the eighth, Ottavino allowed a two-strike single to Anthony Rizzo and a 

game-tying two-run double to Javier Baez. Pinch-runner Terrance Gore stole second before Baez's double. 

 

Just like that, a brand new ballgame. Ottavino had Baez down 0-2 in the count and a slider was absolutely the right pitch 

call there. It just caught too much of the plate. I had a feeling this game wouldn't end 1-0. 

That, by the way, was the first 0-2 base hit Ottavino allowed all season. 

Lester's leadoff batter issues continued 

The Rockies struck first in the top of the first inning. Charlie Blackmon worked a leadoff walk, DJ LeMahieu moved him to 

third with an ivy-rule double, and Nolan Arenado brought him home with a sacrifice fly for a quick 1-0. Jon Lester has had 

trouble retiring the leadoff hitter since the All-Star break. 

 

To his credit, Lester retired the leadoff batter in every inning after the first. He was excellent from innings 2-6, retiring 15 of 

the 18 batters he faced. 

 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1537191/adam-ottavino
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2171084/willson-contreras
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1954553/tommy-la-stella
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1611138/jason-heyward
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2135243/kyle-schwarber
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1757988/noah-syndergaard
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1619229/jake-arrieta
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1619074/madison-bumgarner
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1670417/anthony-rizzo
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1894628/javier-baez
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2146190/terrance-gore
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1800284/charlie-blackmon
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1740958/dj-lemahieu
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1755142/nolan-arenado
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/580589/jon-lester
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The nine strikeouts tie Lester's season high and his postseason career high. His 133 postseason strikeouts are eighth-

most in history. Lester was outstanding Tuesday and it sure seems like he had enough left in the tank for the seventh 

inning. Maddon had to lift him for a pinch-hitter with his team down a run, however. Such is life in the National League. 

Strop was thrown right back into the fire 

Welcome back, Pedro Strop. Go throw the ninth of a do-or-die postseason game. 

Strop missed the final 17 regular season games with a hamstring injury, but he got healthy in time for the Wild Card 

Game, and he mowed through the middle of the Rockies' lineup in the Wild Card Game. His fist pump game remains 

strong. 

 

The Cubs bullpen was a bit of a wreck going into the Wild Card Game. It was only one inning, sure, but Strop provided a 

real nice pick-me-up Tuesday. 

Wolters came through with the big hit 

Tony Wolters, the third string catcher on Colorado's roster and the 42nd player used in the Wild Card Game, provided the 

go-ahead base hit in the 13th inning. Trevor Story, Gerardo Parra, and Wolters strung together back-to-back-to-back two-

out hits against Kyle Hendricks. 

 

Hendricks threw Wolters three changeups in the at-bats. Granted, Hendricks has a great changeup, but he may have 

gone to the well one too many times there. Wolters, a pitch-framing specialist, came through at the plate in the Wild Card 

Game. 

Lester reached a postseason milestone 

The 2018 NL Wild Card Game was the 22nd postseason start (and 26th postseason appearance) for Lester, who first 

pitched in October as a 23-year-old with the 2007 Red Sox. He is now one of six pitchers with 150 career postseason 

innings to his credit. 

1. Andy Pettitte: 276 2/3 

2. Tom Glavine: 218 1/3 

3. John Smoltz: 209 

4. Roger Clemens: 199 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1392909/pedro-strop
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2043940/tony-wolters
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1945488/trevor-story
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1208924/gerardo-parra
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2108023/kyle-hendricks
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/BOS/boston-red-sox
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5. Greg Maddux: 198 

6. Jon Lester: 154 

Not surprisingly, all six pitchers pitched in the wild-card era. That extra postseason round helped them rack up playoff 

innings. That makes everything they accomplished in their careers even more impressive, as far as I'm concerned. All 

those intense postseason innings equal more wear and tear. 

Colorado's brutal travel continues 

And I'm sure they don't mind one bit. With the win, the Rockies will now travel to Milwaukee to take on the Brewers in the 

NLDS. That series begins Thursday. Here's a look at the Rockies' recent travel schedule: 

• Sunday: Win regular season finale over Nationals in Denver. 

• Monday: Lost tiebreaker game to Dodgers in Los Angeles. 

• Tuesday: Win Wild Card Game over Cubs in Chicago. 

• Wednesday: Off-day! 

• Thursday: Open NLDS in Milwaukee. 

Mountain Time to Pacific Time to Central Time in three days. That's never fun. The Rockies survived and thrived though. 

They've advanced to the NLDS and have a chance to win the World Series. 

  

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/WAS/washington-nationals
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAD/los-angeles-dodgers
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Hug puts weird twist on Chicago Cubs-Colorado Rockies NL wild-card game 
 
By Jim Reineking | USA Today | Oct. 3, 2018 
 

In a late-night, high-stakes, maximum-pressure, winner-take-all wild-card showdown, sometimes you just need a hug. 

As the NL wild-card game between the Colorado Rockies and Chicago Cubs at Wrigley Field dragged past midnight on 

the East Coast, things got weird. With the score tied at 1-1 with one out in the bottom of the 11th inning and two runners 

on base, Willson Contreras grounded to Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado. Arenado turned to tag out Javier Baez, 

who was running from second to third base. Baez extended his arms, and then ... well, he went in for a hug. Arenado 

smiled and patted him rather than try a throw to first. 

It's a play that will be lighting up the airwaves during your morning commute and will be discussed in barista lines from 

Chicago to Denver and everywhere else baseball fans swap stories.  

Baez was called out, of course, but Rockies manager Bud Black met with the umpiring crew after the play to inquire about 

possible interference on the play by Baez. No such luck. There were now two out with runners on first and second. The 

next batter, pinch hitter Victor Caratini, grounded out to first and the inning was over. 

Former major-leaguer and current ESPN analyst Alex Rodriguez had an interesting take on the play during the game 

broadcast. 

Rodriguez, of course, slapped the ball out of Red Sox pitcher Bronson Arroyo's glove while running to first in Game 6 of 

the 2004 American League Championship Series. 

In the end, the crazy play didn't impact the outcome of the game. The Rockies defeated the Cubs, 2-1, in 13 innings to 

advance to the National League Division Series.  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQyY-azd2vk
https://www.nytimes.com/2004/10/20/sports/baseball/rodriguezs-slap-and-run-called-a-foul.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/mlb/2018/10/03/rockies-defeat-cubs-nl-wild-card/1502772002/
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What should Brewers expect from Rockies in NLDS? 
 
By JD Radcliffe | USA Today Sports | Oct. 3, 2018 
 

The Brewers have learned their foe for the first round of the National League Division Series, and it comes attached with 

some Rocky Mountain air. 

The Colorado Rockies got the best of the Chicago Cubs in 13 innings of the NL wild-card game Tuesday, 2-1. The 

Rockies and Brewers will begin a best-of-five series at Miller Park with a 5:07 p.m. first pitch Thursday followed by a 4:15 

p.m. start Friday. 

The winner of the series will advance to the National League Championship Series, one step from the World Series. 

Here's a look at what to expect from the Rockies: 

How they fared head-to-head 

The teams played some entertaining games in 2018, with Milwaukee taking the season series, 5-2. 

The biggest bats 

Nolan Arenado, the MVP candidate whose 38 home runs led the league and whose 110 RBI were one shy of Chicago's 

Javier Baez for tops in the NL. He's also one of the best defensive third basemen in baseball. 

Trevor Story, another MVP-worthy candidate with 37 homers and 108 RBI. He bounced back from a late-season injury 

that initially looked like it might end his season. 

Charlie Blackmon, the league leader in runs scored (119) who sets the table with a .358 on-base percentage and .860 

OPS. 

The best arms 

Kyle Freeland, a 25-year-old Cy Young candidate who dazzled this year, going 17-7 with a 2.85 ERA. As a lefty, he 

poses a real matchup problem for the Brewers, although working on short rest in the wild-card game might limit his 

availability. He went 6 2/3 scoreless innings in that showcase but left with a no-decision. 

http://i.viglink.com/?key=7fb183da098c1a0429659e0aaa3cd366&insertId=cd09325501acaa1a&type=CD&exp=-100%3ACILITE%3A2&libId=jmtfwd5901016gaa000DA49zx6d8g&cuid=AAdapkM%7Cus%7Cspo%7Car%7Cbaseball_mlb%7CU&loc=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.msn.com%2Fen-us%2Fsports%2Fmlb%2Fwhat-should-brewers-expect-from-rockies-in-nlds%2Far-BBNRBQW&v=1&iid=cd09325501acaa1a&out=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walmart.com%2Fsearch%2F%3Fquery%3Dtable&ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2F&title=What%20should%20Brewers%20expect%20from%20Rockies%20in%20NLDS%3F&txt=%3Cspan%3Etable%3C%2Fspan%3E
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German Marquez, a fast-rising 23-year-old who finished with a 3.77 ERA and a whopping 230 strikeouts in 196 innings. 

Adam Ottavino, a reliever with a 2.43 ERA and 112 punch outs in just 77 innings. He and Scott Oberg have WHIPs 

under 1.00. 

The Brewers' Kryptonite 

Trevor Story. He's absolutely pounded the Brewers this year, with a staggering seven home runs in seven games (27 at-

bats). He also has a double and triple -- meaning all nine of his hits vs. Milwaukee are of the extra-base variety. He's 

driven in 18. It's one of the best performances by any player against one team this season. 

Kyle Freeland. Milwaukee has faced him only once, but Freeland struck out six batters in six-plus innings and allowed 

just four hits without surrendering a run. He'll be one of the series' top players to watch. 

The Rockies' Kryptonite 

Freddy Peralta. The rookie made his memorable debut against the Rockies, striking out 13 batters in 5 2/3 innings. All 

told this year, he allowed two earned runs in 11 2/3 frames vs. the Rockies. He probably won't be on the NLDS roster, 

however. 

Travis Shaw. He racked up 10 hits against the Rockies, with four homers -- including a grand slam -- and nine RBI. In his 

28 at-bats, he collected an OPS of 1.221. 

The story at the heart of it all 

Just like the last time the Brewers were in the postseason, they open with an NL West foe, one that hits the ball much 

better at home than on the road. Especially considering Milwaukee yields its share of fly balls, it becomes pivotal to win 

those games at Miller Park, where the atmosphere is a little more forgiving. Can they contain Trevor Story, who 

owned Milwaukee pitchers in 2018? 

The results  

May 10: Brewers 5, Rockies 2. The one where Lo Cain started the game with a homer and the Brewers racked up 11 

more hits from there. 
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May 11: Brewers 11, Rockies 10 (10). The one where the Brewers were down, 9-3, and rallied back in a thriller, with 

Manny Pina’s two-out, two-run homer tying the score in the ninth. 

May 12: Rockies 4, Brewers 0. The one where not much is remarkable, but the previous win was so ridiculous. 

May 13: Brewers 7, Rockies 3. The Peralta debut on Mother’s Day. 

Aug. 3: Brewers 5, Rockies 3. The one where Eric Thames walked it off after the Brewers were down to their last out. 

Aug. 4: Brewers 8, Rockies 4. The one where a grand slam and 6-0 lead in the first was a heckuva start, though things 

got dicey at the end. 

Aug. 5: Rockies 5, Brewers 4 (11). The one where the Brewers scored three improbable runs in the ninth, only to lose in 

extras. 
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Previewing the NL Division Series between the Rockies and the Brewers 
Colorado manager Bud Black said right-hander Antonio Senzatela will likely start Game 1 at Miller Park on Thursday 
 
By Kyle Newman | Dever Post | Oct. 3, 2018 

 
CHICAGO — Following Colorado’s thrilling 2-1, extra-innings victory over the Cubs that finished just past midnight central 

time on Wednesday, the Rockies now advance to the National League division series to face the Brewers on Thursday. 

“We’re going to enjoy this one, but we’re not done,” DJ LeMahieu said. “We’re ready for another fight up in Milwaukee.” 

Manager Bud Black said right-hander Antonio Senzatela will likely start Game 1 at Miller Park. In 13 starts this season, 

Senzatela has a 3.95 ERA with 55 strikeouts to 24 walks. 

Senzatela has only pitched once against the Brewers, in his major league debut on April 6 of last season. He threw five 

shutout innings in that road game, and is coming off a one-run, four-plus inning outing against the Phillies last week. 

Meanwhile, left-hander Wade Miley (5-2, 2.57 ERA) is project to start for Milwaukee after the Brewers cliched the NL 

Central title on Sunday behind former Colorado pitcher Jhoulys Chacin, who went five-plus innings while allowing one run 

in the tiebreaker. 

The Brewers took three of four games from the Rockies at Coors Field in May, and beat Colorado in two of three games in 

early August at Miller Park. 

“We know it’s going to be a tough series because Milwaukee’s a good team and we have had some battles throughout the 

year,” said Tony Wolters, who had the game-winning hit in the wild card. “But we’re two very good teams. So we like 

ourselves against anybody, no matter who it is and we feel like we can beat anybody. We’ll show up Thursday ready to 

play.” 

Game 2 will be Friday with a travel day on Saturday. The series picks back up at Coors Field for Game 3 on Sunday — 

the first postseason affair in Denver since 2009 — with Game 4 scheduled for Monday in LoDo and a potential Game 5 

back in Milwaukee next Wednesday, Oct. 10. 

All NLDS games will be broadcast on either FS1 or MLB Network. 

  

https://www.denverpost.com/2018/10/02/rockies-beat-cubs-wild-card-game-wrigley-field/
https://reviewingthebrew.com/2018/10/01/milwaukee-brewers-nlds-rotation-look-like/
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With the season on the line, Rockies’ bullpen got nicked but didn’t blink in extra-innings NL wild card win 
The Cubs got a run off Adam Ottavino in the eighth, but besides that, the Colorado relievers passed all checkpoints 
 
By Kyle Newman | Dever Post | Oct. 3, 2018 

 

CHICAGO — In Colorado’s dramatic 2-1 NL wild card win over the Cubs Tuesday night, the Rockies’ bullpen was near 

perfect. 

The Cubs did score the tying run in the eighth inning but when it mattered most, the Rockies’ most reliable relievers didn’t 

blink, putting the Rockies into their first division series since 2009. 

“These types of games are why you play,” said left-hander Chris Rusin, who tossed a scoreless inning. “It was next-man-

up out there. When your name was called, the expectation was you were going to get those guys out. We did.” 

The first of multiple key bullpen moments came after starter Kyle Freeland owned his October debut with 6 ⅔ innings of 

shutout baseball. With two outs and a runner on first in the seventh, Rockies manger Bud Black lifted Freeland in favor of 

right-hander Adam Ottavino. 

Ottavino proceeded to throw a wild pitch on his first pitch, moving a runner to second. His initial lack of control was 

alarming as a walk and a catcher’s interference call on Drew Butera — on a groundball out that would have ended the 

inning — loaded the bases for Chicago. 

But in his postseason debut, with the game in the balance, Ottavino reached back for the hardest pitch he’s thrown all 

season. The 97-mph heater fanned Jason Heyward to end the seventh inning, preserving a 1-0 Rockies’ lead. 

Bullpen checkpoint, passed. 

The eighth, however, was less fortunate for Ottavino. Black, who has shown unshakable belief in Ottavino all season, 

didn’t waiver from his faith in the right-hander, though Ottavino was struggling with his control. 

“I just had so much adrenaline, that’s why I was yanking all those pitches at the beginning,” Ottavino said. “I felt too 

strong, too hopped up.” 
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Black’s faith paid off through the first couple batters in the eighth, which Ottavino set down quickly, but Chicago found life 

with a pair of two-out hits, the latter of which was a RBI double on a hanging slider by Javier Baez that tied the game at 1-

1. 

“My gut feeling was that fastball was the pitch there, but I second-guessed it because I had just thrown it to (Kris) Bryant 

with two strikes, and I thought maybe Baez would realize that,” Ottavino said. “So my thought process was to get it way off 

the plate or in the dirt, and obviously I just didn’t quite get it there.” 

Wade Davis then did his part in the clutch to prevent the Cubs from taking the lead. Davis — who led the National League 

with 43 saves despite a career-high six blown opportunities — came on and fed Albert Almora a 2-2 curveball in the dirt to 

end the inning. 

Consider that bullpen checkpoint partially passed. 

The closer then worked around a one-out walk in the ninth to extend the game to extra innings. With Tuesday’s showing 

of 1⅓ scoreless innings, Davis continued his groove down the stretch, as he’s given up just one earned run in 19 ⅓ 

innings with 28 strikeouts since Aug. 12. 

Another bullpen checkpoint passed. 

The final steely performances came from Seunghwan Oh, Rusin and Scott Oberg in extra innings, all of whom were 

money. Oh worked a 1-2-3 10th and the 11th with a flair for the dramatic, working around two baserunners. Then Rusin 

and Oberg combined for the final 2⅓ innings to seal the win in the longest postseason game in Wrigley Field’s 104-year 

history. 

“I wasn’t feeling much of the pressure,” said Oh, aka the Stone Buddha. “I was just focusing on my ball, every count. I had 

confidence even with the traffic. We all did.” 

Final bullpen checkpoint? Passed. A much-beleaguered unit came through with the pressure at its highest, and 

Colorado’s postseason hopes will continue to ride on the unit. 

“For us to take this all the way to the World Series, it’s going to take that kind of showing,” Carlos Gonzalez said. “The 

bullpen was nails.” 
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Rockies go deep into the night to pull out wild-card thriller against Cubs at Wrigley Field 
Colorado Rockies beat the Chicago Cubs 2-1 in 13 innings 
 
By Patrick Saunders | Denver Post | Oct. 3, 2018 
 

CHICAGO — Put the moment in a time capsule. 

When the Rockies’ Scott Oberg struck out Albert Almora Jr. swinging on an 89.6 mph fastball, Nolan Arenado jumped up 

and down like a Little Leaguer, players streamed out of the dugout and the celebration commenced at Wrigley Field. 

After 13 innings of baseball, in a game that took 4 hours and 55 minutes to complete, and concluded at 12:04 a.m. 

Wednesday, the Rockies beat the Cubs 2-1 in the National League Wild Card Game. 

Three consecutive two-out singles against Kyle Hendricks in the 13th, the last by catcher Tony Wolters on an 0-2 count, 

gave the Rockies a victory in the longest postseason elimination game in MLB history. Trevor Story and Gerardo Parra 

singled before Wolters’ huge hit on a third consecutive changeup, ending at night of baseball not fit for the feint of heart. 

 

“Kyle Hendricks is one of the best pitchers in the league,” said Wolters, who hit .170 during the regular season. “His stuff 

is pretty dang good. I was trying to get something up because I knew he has a really good changeup. 

“The count was 1-2. The changeup before the hit, I didn’t even see it, I could have swung twice. The next one, it hung up 

there and I got a piece of it and it found a hole. It was a good feeling.” 

Asked if his hit might be one of the biggest of his life, Wolters grinned and said, “Of course. Are you kidding me? Yeah, 

that was probably the biggest hit I’ve ever had, that’s for sure.” 

The Rockies now face the Milwaukee Brewers in the best-of-five divisional series beginning Thursday at Milwaukee. 

Colorado is assured of at least one home playoff game for the first time since 2009. 

“I’ve been saying it all year, you guys have have heard me, this group has been so resilient,” said manager Bud Black, 

who has led the Rockies to the playoffs in back-to-back seasons for the first time in franchise history. “Tonight we showed 

that. That was a terrific game. We came out on top. I am so proud of these guys.” 

Cubs manager Joe Maddon, one of Black’s good friends, said: “That was a hell of a ballgame right there. Both sides 

pitched as good as you could possibly pitch. Kind of an instant classic kind of a game.” 

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/114705
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/107065
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/113234
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-teams.aspx?page=/data/mlb/teams/team2976
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Wolters was the unlikely hero was the main target of the champagne-pouring celebration in the cramped visitor’s 

clubhouse at Wrigley. 

“Tony is that guy everybody loves,” Arenado said. “When he got that hit, and we won, I had tears in my eyes for him. I 

mean it. He’s kind of represents what this team is about, you know? I mean, he does what is asked. For him to get the hit 

was awesome.” 

Not to be forgotten was Kyle Freeland’s night. The left-hander delivered one of the best pitching performance in Rockies 

history. He was sensational, rising to the moment on the big stage in front of 40,151 screaming Cubs addicts (with a 

sprinkling of Rockies fans in the mix). Freeland pitched 6 ⅔ scoreless innings, yielding only four hits, walking one and 

striking out six. 

“I just felt good tonight and the adrenaline was really pumping, so I had to control that a bit,” said Freeland, who started on 

short rest and was making his first postseason appearance. “I did my deep breathing on the mound and just tried to stay 

calm. The crowd was so loud, but I thought it was great. I love competing in moments like this.” 

The Rockies had many chances to take the lead but could not deliver until Wolters’ single won the game. The Rockies 

finished 1-for-10 with runners in scoring position and left 10 men on base. 

Ian Desmond’s empty at-bat in the ninth appeared to be a killer at the time. With Story on second and two outs, Desmond 

struck out looking at Pedro Strop’s 1-2 slider over the heart of the plate. In the 11th, David Dahl grounded out to first with 

the bases loaded and two outs vs. veteran Cole Hamels. 

While Freeland gave the Rockies everything they wanted, the Cubs tied the game in the eighth on MVP candidate Javier 

Baez’s two-out double off Adam Ottavino to left center to score Terrance Gore, who was pinch running for Anthony Rizzo, 

who blitzed a two-out single to right-center. 

Freeland, a Colorado native pitching in his first postseason game, displayed stone-cold poise in the sixth. He gave up a 

leadoff walk to pinch hitter Ian Happ, and the sold-out crowd began rocking Wrigley Field with mocking chants of “Free-

land! Free-land!” Freeland ignored it all and struck out Ben Zobrist. 

Then right fielder David Dahl misplayed Kris Bryant’s shallow pop up and Chicago had two on, one out and a tidal wave of 

momentum. No problem for Freeland. He got Rizzo to ground out to second baseman DJ LeMahieu who started an easy 

double play. LeMahieu left the field pounding his fist into his glove. 

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/116575
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/43756
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/114201
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/106570
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/106108
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“That’s the thing about Kyle, he’s able to use that intensity in big moments,” starting catcher Chris Iannetta  said. 

Freeland was untouchable during most of the game. After Almora Jr.’s leadoff single in the first, Freeland retired the next 

13 Cubs he faced. He got a big assist from center fielder Charlie Blackmon for the second out of the second inning. 

Blackmon perfectly read Wilson Contreras’ line drive off the bat and made a running catch in right-center. 

Cubs starter Jon Lester was impressive, too. Making his 22nd start in a postseason game, Lester allowed one run on four 

hits, walked one and struck out nine over his six innings. 

The Rockies put a run on the scoreboard in the first inning, although a possible big frame fizzled. 

Blackmon drew a walk off Lester to open the game and LeMahieu ripped a ball to the left-center gap. Blackmon would 

have scored easily from first, but the ball got stuck Wrigley’s famous ivy and LeMahieu’s hit was ruled a ground-rule 

double. Blackmon was already in the dugout, but had to go back to third. He scored on Arenado’s sacrifice fly to center. 

Lester whiffed Trevor Story and Matt Holliday to end the inning. 

The seventh inning stressed hearts throughout the Rocky Mountain region. After Freeland departed, Ottavino came in and 

nearly threw the game away. He uncorked a wild pitch, allowing Almora Jr. to advance to second. After Daniel Murphy 

lined out to a diving Story at short, Ottavino walked Willson Contreras. The inning appeared to be over when  Tommy La 

Stella grounded out, but catcher Drew Butera was called for catcher interference. 

Colorado seemed to be coming apart at the seams. But Ottavino reached back and struck out pitch hitter Jayson Heyward 

with a 97 mph fastball, Ottavino’s fastest pitch of the season. 

Dahl, who smacked a home run in six of seven games during the Rockies final week of the regular season, came inches 

away from hitting his first postseason home run  on the first pitch of his  first postseason at-bat. In the second inning, he 

drove Lester’s 91 mph fastball to the center-field wall where Almora Jr. made the catch. 

Colorado had prime chances to score in both the fourth and sixth, but Lester slammed the door. 

  

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/42928
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/charlie-blackmon/
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Kiszla: With magical victory in 13 innings, Rockies shock Cubs and show world that baseball in Colorado ain’t no 
joke 
I’m going to buy me a bulldog. I’m going to name it K-Free. 
 
By Mark Kiszla | Denver Post | Oct. 3, 2018 
 

CHICAGO – After traveling 2,500 miles, arriving at their hotel at 2:30 a.m to play their third game in a third different time 

zone within the span of three days, the Rockies should have collapsed from exhaustion in the National League playoffs. 

Instead, they shocked the Cubs and showed the world baseball in Colorado ain’t no joke. 

In a win-or-go home situation, the Rockies beat Chicago 2-1, in a lucky 13 innings. “This will go down as a major-league 

baseball classic,” said victorious manager Bud Black, trying to put it all in historical perspective. But outfielder Carlos 

Gonzalez spoke more directly to the sports fan in all of us when he turned to a television camera in a joyous Colorado 

clubhouse and said: “Sorry for the heart attack.” 

This wild-card playoff game began on Tuesday. It probably could’ve, and for the sake of everyone’s blood pressure 

definitely should’ve, ended four different times. But the champagne didn’t fly in the Colorado clubhouse until after the 

clock struck midnight on the Cubs, with a magical stroke of the bat from Tony Wolters, a hero that proves the game 

sometimes defies stat-geek explanation. 

The winning single, bounced through the middle of the Cubs infield that scored Trevor Story, was delivered by a back-up 

catcher who batted .170 during the regular season. Wolters hadn’t produced a hit since Sept. 10, then delivered what I’m 

guessing was the biggest hit of his life. 

“Are you kidding me?” said Wolters,, laughing. “Yeah, that was probably the biggest hit I’ve ever had, that’s for sure.” 

This was the sweet agony of baseball in October, when love feels like a knot in the stomach. When prayers are uttered 

before every pitch, and memories that bond fathers and sons forever are forged by nervous sweat and bone-rattling 

cheers. 

“People would be lying to you if they told you they weren’t nervous,” confessed Story. He added: “It felt like a war out 

there.” 

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/113234
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As the Rockies and Cubs battled deep into the night, desperately trying to keep the World Series hopes of two cities alive, 

I tried to narrow the focus and see it through the eyes of Fernando Arenado, the father who knows the swing of 

Colorado’s slugging third baseman better than anybody on earth, and Don Freeland, a baseball dad who estimates he 

threw more than 400,000 pitches while the future Rockies ace learned the game as a Denver kid. 

Remember where you were and who you fist bumped in Rocktober 2007? Kyle Freeland sure does. He was a skinny 14-

year-old freshman at Thomas Jefferson High School. When Matt Holliday did a face plant onto home plate for the run that 

beat the San Diego Padres in the lucky 13th inning, Freeland knows exactly where he was: Leaping off the sofa at home. 

“I remember 2007 like it was yesterday. Being on my couch, watching Holliday slide into home plate,” said Freeland. He 

watched it on television, sitting alongside his dad. 

Fast forward 11 years. Freeland stood on the mound in Wrigley Field, staring into the teeth of 40,151 rowdy denizens of 

the Friendly Confines and a Cubs batting order that included Kris Bryant and Javier Baez. 

The rest of baseball laughs at Colorado, routinely mocking the game at 5,280 feet above sea level. Cubs manager Joe 

Maddon uttered a prayer of thanks this wild-card showdown wasn’t played at Coors Field, which he insists is on the moon. 

“Did he say moon?” Black asked. 

Yes, Maddon did. 

“Nice,” Black said. 

The ballots for the Cy Young award have been cast. But is it too late to demand a recount? With all due respect to New 

York Mets ace Jacob deGrom, who richly deserves the honor, he doesn’t pitch half his games at zero gravity. Freeland 

pitched nearly 100 innings in LoDo, where he won 10 times with an earned-run average of 2.40, which would do Bob 

Gibson in his prime proud. 

Against the Cubs, with millions watching Freeland on television, he made a new generation of kids dream of major-league 

glory. He shut down the Chicago offense on four hits and shut up the crowd, reduced from a roar to the nervous murmur 

of the age-old baseball angst never far from Wrigleyville. 

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/116575
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-teams.aspx?page=/data/mlb/teams/team2955
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-teams.aspx?page=/data/mlb/teams/team2964
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-teams.aspx?page=/data/mlb/teams/team2964
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I’m going to buy me a bulldog. I’m going to name it K-Free. Freeland is the ace Colorado has been waiting more than a 

quarter-century to find. 

“I knew going in that he was not going to scare off and back down from this challenge,” Black said. 

When Black finally marched to the mound and took the ball from a weary Freeland with two outs in the seventh inning and 

a Chicago runner standing on first base, however, the noise in the ballpark immediately increased by a factor of 10. 

Colorado relief pitcher Adam Ottavino threw his first pitch to the backstop, then immediately got himself in a bases-loaded 

jam. Ut-oh. 

Ottavino escaped the mess in the seventh with a strikeout, but the Cubs got to him in the very next frame, tying the score 

when a double by Baez drove home teammate Terrance Gore. 

The Rockies scored their first run so long ago I had to google it. Charlie Blackmon led off the game with a walk, got stuck 

at third when a double by DJ LeMahieu got stuck in the outfield ivy, then lumbered across the plate on a sacrifice fly 

by Nolan Arenado. 

The drama, which began on Tuesday and didn’t end until 12:04 a.m. Wednesday in the Windy City, and went on so long 

that in extra innings, Baez hugged Arenado on the base paths, not to avoid a double play, but to avoid falling down from 

exhaustion. 

Rocktober 2.0 might be one sequel that’s even better than the original. Nothing in 2007 was crazier than seeing one of the 

worst hitters in the majors deliver one of the biggest hits in Rockies franchise history. 

“This game can kick your butt sometimes,” Wolters said. “There’s a lot of adversity, but … I’m not going to ever, I’m not 

ever going to let that take me down.” 

The excruciating knot in the stomach? Get used to it. The Rockies are off to Milwaukee, to face the Brewers in the 

National League Division Series. 

And the love of baseball forged during this unforgettable four hours and 55 minutes of baseball in October? 

That’s forever. 

  

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/106570
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/


    

53 

 

Rockies wild card notebook: Inside Kyle Freeland’s dominant start and more insight from Wrigley Field 
Thoughts, notes and interesting tidbits from the 2018 NL wild card game between the Rockies and the Cubs on Tuesday 
night 
 
By Kyle Newman | Denver Post | Oct. 3, 2018 
 

CHICAGO — Thoughts, notes and tidbits from the 2018 NL wild card game as the Rockies outlasted the Cubs 2-1 in extra 

innings on Tuesday night at Wrigley Field. 

Lester’s opening walk haunts. Despite not issuing a walk in 17 regular season starts at Wrigley Field this season, Jon 

Lester led off the game by issuing a five-pitch free pass to Charlie Blackmon. That ended up haunting him, as Colorado 

followed with DJ LeMahieu’s ground-rule double into the ivy of the outfield wall and a Nolan Arenado sacrifice fly to take a 

1-0 lead. 

Freeland avoids early damage. After being spotted a 1-0 lead by his offense, Kyle Freeland came on in the bottom of 

the first and promptly yielded a leadoff single to Ben Zobrist. But Freeland, who unlike the rest of the Colorado rotation 

has mostly avoided opening-frame failures with a 3.00 ERA in the inning coming in, set down the next three batters to 

escape. 

Short rest? No problems. Pitching on three days rest for the first time in his professional career, Freeland showed no 

signs of fatigue en route to six-plus shutout innings. In fact, he was throwing harder than he did at most any time this 

season. Over 82 pitches, the average velocity on his fastball was 93.3 mph as opposed to the 91.6 mph he averaged over 

the regular season. And his strike percentage was up markedly, too, at 73.1 percent compared to his 65.7 percent 

average coming in. 

Long Rocktober road. The grind of the season was taxing at its most critical time, as the Rockies traveled around 3,000 

miles between three stadiums in as many days. That arduous trip began on Sunday in Denver, with a win over the Phillies 

to earn Monday’s tiebreaker in Los Angeles. After losing to the Dodgers on Monday afternoon, Colorado took a red-eye 

charter to Chicago. Now, the long Rocktober road continues in Milwaukee for the NLDS on Thursday. 

Cubs’ recent offensive woes. While Freeland followed up his Cy Young-caliber regular season to top Lester’s strong 

outing, the Cubs didn’t have a hot offense coming in. They were limited to one run in two of their final three regular season 

games, including the 3-1 loss to the Brewers in the NL Central tiebreaker. And entering Tuesday, the Cubs had scored 

one or zero runs 39 times, the worst regular season mark in the National League. 

 


