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Lorenzen tweaks mechanics in rotation bid 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Mar. 1st, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- As he spent the second half of 2017 getting hit around and frustrated with the results, Reds pitcher Michael 

Lorenzen had his moment of reckoning. Lorenzen's instincts for pitching had taken him as far as he could go. 

 

It was time to make changes. 

 

"The whole second half last year, I was sore -- a lot sorer than I'd like to be," said Lorenzen, who posted a 2.93 ERA in the first half 

and a 6.32 ERA in the second half. "I take really good care of my body, and I thought I shouldn't be this sore or take this long to 

recover. It was, 'Let's figure this out. It's got to be mechanics.'" 

 

Lorenzen, a reliever the past two seasons, is trying to make a bid for the rotation this spring. After a good first outing, he didn't fare 

well in Thursday's 8-7 walk-off win over the White Sox at Goodyear Ballpark. The right-hander pitched 1 2/3 innings, allowing five 

earned runs on five hits with two walks, three strikeouts and a wild pitch. 

 

Chicago scored four runs in the second and forced him out before his scheduled three innings. Lorenzen said he lacked fastball 

command. 

 

"It's my best pitch. When you're not able to command it, you have to rely on your secondary stuff," Lorenzen said. "I need to 

command the fastball." 

 

Now, Lorenzen will go back to the video and see what in his pitching mechanics caused the command issue. 

 

"I just know it wasn't right," Lorenzen said. "I'll have to go back and see why it wasn't right." 

 

Following his second half, Lorenzen gained newfound perspective on the importance of fastball command and mechanics. 

 

"It's the combination of the mentality, my instincts and now a solid foundation of what every piece of my body should do during the 

delivery -- from toes to fingertips," Lorenzen said. 

 

To get himself ready to be a starter, Lorenzen knew his arm wouldn't hold up if he stayed with what he had been doing. 

 

"It was as if I was going from first gear to second gear to fourth gear, to third gear, to fifth gear. Something was off, and I'm not 

driving the car properly. But I'm still driving a good car," Lorenzen explained. "Now, it's my arm is coming along for the ride, and 

I'm not generating all of my power from my arm." 

 

Lorenzen, 26, was a college outfielder and part-time closer at Cal State Fullerton when he was selected with the 38th overall pick in 

the 2013 Draft. He admitted that he threw like an outfielder and relied on his competitive drive and instincts to beat opponents in the 

Minor Leagues. 

 

"He was so quick to work his way through our system that there are some certain things I don't think he was really able to attain 

through the process," Reds manager Bryan Price said. "Once he understands his delivery, he can always work to find his way back." 

 



Now, the question remains as to whether Lorenzen lands a job in the rotation. When Price handicapped his contenders for the vacant 

fifth spot as camp opened, Lorenzen was way down the list, while others like Sal Romano and Robert Stephenson had the inside 

track. 

 

If Lorenzen doesn't get a starter's job, he would return to the bullpen. Price didn't believe it would be difficult to transition him back 

to relief work. But he also wasn't counting on that happening soon. 

 

"I think he's going to find a way to compete, stay in this thing and be a consideration throughout the course of spring," Price said. 

 

 

Finnegan faces hitters for 1st time since June 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Mar. 1st, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- It wasn't a real game against another team, but Thursday marked a chance for Reds left-hander Brandon 

Finnegan to face hitters again. And he got to break some bats, too. 

 

In what was termed as a controlled scrimmage on a practice field, Finnegan faced eight batters over the equivalent of two innings 

while throwing 31 pitches (22 strikes). 

 

"Today was just a day to go out there and face live hitters, and I finally got to do that, so it's definitely a good feeling," Finnegan 

said. "It was the first time I've gotten up and down since June. It was a different feeling, but I felt great. I just threw fastball and 

changeup today, and everything felt good." 

 

Finnegan, who pitched 172 innings in 2016, was limited to four starts last season. He strained the teres major muscle near his left 

shoulder in April and again during his comeback start on June 26. In July, he needed surgery for a dislocated right shoulder after he 

fell from a boat. 

 

Hence, the Reds decided to be cautious with Finnegan's first time pitching against hitters. 

 

"I was definitely upset about that, but I completely understand why they wanted it to be a controlled environment," Finnegan said. 

"They just wanted to see me face hitters before I got on the field. That's over with. Next step is hopefully the game." 

 

In the first inning, Finnegan gave up a single to Ben Revere before Phil Gosselin slugged a long two-run homer to left field. 

Finnegan also broke a couple of bats, including Jesse Winker's on his second pitch, while getting him to ground out to first base. He 

also cracked one of Scott Schebler's bats. 

 

"I told Schebler I was going to break one of his bats. I'm glad I did. It's fun," Finnegan said. 

 

Perez erratic in debut 

Veteran lefty reliever Oliver Perez gave himself a handful to deal with in his Reds spring debut against the Royals on Wednesday. 

Entering in the fifth inning, Perez loaded the bases with no outs on a walk, hit batter and bunt single. Getting a lucky double play on 

a flyout to right field helped him escape with just one run allowed -- the tying one -- in what would be a 3-2 Reds loss. 

 

"I felt strange. It's the first game and I was excited," Perez said on Thursday. "If you don't focus, that inning could have been really 

bad. My goal was to get outs. It worked. They scored one run and we were still in the game." 

 

Perez signed a Minor League deal on Feb. 24 and is trying to make the club as a lefty situational reliever. Manager Bryan Price felt 

he was erratic but didn't put too much into the first game. 

 

"I imagine he'll be a lot sharper as we progress with spring," Price said. "I'm sure he's trying to put his best foot forward. He wasn't 

great yesterday. He found his way to wiggle out of it." 

 

Camp battle 

The Reds have gotten mostly good starts from all of their rotation contenders. At some point, but not soon, decisions will be made 

on how to pare down the list. Sal Romano, Robert Stephenson, Tyler Mahle and Michael Lorenzen are among those competing for 

spots. Some pitchers will need to be prepped for the big league rotation, big league bullpen or the Triple-A rotation. 

 

"Once the Minor League games start, that helps us. We can flip some of the guys down that we know are going to make the team 

and they can pitch in some Minor League games to get their work in," Price said. "It gives us an opportunity to let those competing 

for jobs pitch in the Cactus League games more frequently. 

 



"For whatever reason, my gut is telling me that to boil down this team, it's going to take a while. I think there are some really good 

players on the board. I think the pitchers came ready to compete for spots, and I don't think there's going to be a lot of easy decisions 

in the early part of camp unless there is a lack of effort or preparation. We certainly aren't going to base everything on results." 

 

Up next 

Homer Bailey will make his second spring start when the Reds travel to Scottsdale and face the Giants at 3:05 p.m. ET on Friday 

(listen on Gameday Audio). Raisel Iglesias and Amir Garrett are also scheduled to pitch. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Spring Training: Late heroics lift Reds over White Sox in walk-off fashion 

Adam Baum, abaum@enquirer.com  

Published 6:55 p.m. ET March 1, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – The Cincinnati Reds battled back and beat the Chicago White Sox 8-7 with a walk-off single Thursday 

afternoon at Goodyear Ballpark. The Reds are now 2-5-1 this spring. 

 

The game in three paragraphs: 

 

In his second start of the spring, things started sour for Reds right-hander Michael Lorenzen in the first inning and then got worse in 

the second. In the first, Lorenzen allowed a leadoff triple, followed by an RBI single, then worked out of the inning with a pair of 

strikeouts and a groundball. In the second inning, Lorenzen's day ended after allowing four more runs on two walks, a triple, a 

double and a single. Lorenzen, who allowed five hits, five earned runs with three strikeouts in 1 ⅔ innings, said, "When you don't 

have your fastball, that's my best pitch ... so when you're not able to really command it, you really have to rely on your secondary 

stuff ... I don't need to have to do that, I need to command the fastball." 

 

Third baseman Eugenio Suárez carried the torch offensively early in the game for the Reds with a 3-for-3 day, until the late heroics 

of Brandon Dixon helped keep the Reds alive. Dixon had an RBI single in the sixth inning to cut Chicago's lead to 6-5, then in the 

bottom of the ninth, Dixon smoked a two-run home run to tie the game, 7-7, moments before Chadwick Tromp singled home Alex 

Blandino for the game-winning run.  

  

Reds manager Bryan Price agreed that Lorenzen was off: "He was behind a lot. He didn't have a pitch to go to for a strike," but Price 

was pleased with the way his team closed the game. "Well, we started out kind of sloppy and we had a lot of guys on base ... weren't 

able to do much. There hasn't been really clean baseball so far for the first week, but to come back and score seven over the course 

of the last five innings, have some really good at-bats, guys kept their enthusiasm, continued to grind, that is important. It's been a 

disappointing first week as far as the way we played but the last half of that game kind of cleaned things up for the day."  

 

Up next 

 

Right-hander Homer Bailey will make his second start this spring Friday against the San Francisco Giants and All-Star left-hander 

Madison Bumgarner at Scottsdale Stadium at 3:05 p.m. (WSAI 1360). 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds pitching rotation race a dead heat so far 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 12:20 p.m. ET March 1, 2018 | Updated 1:43 p.m. ET March 1, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – The competition for the Reds' rotation has not done much to sort itself out because all the candidates have 

pitched well. 

 

The Reds' starting pitchers went into Thursday with a 3.77 ERA and had 18 strikeouts and two walks in 14 ⅓ innings. Of the four 

pitchers competing for the fifth spot, Robert Stephenson is the only one to allow more than one run.  

 

Stephenson allowed three runs in 1 ⅔ innings in his one start. Sal Romano had allowed two runs over 4 ⅔ innings in his two starts. 

He’s struck out five and walked one. Michael Lorenzen, entering Thursday’s start, had allowed one run in two innings. He struck 

out three and walked none. Tyler Mahle has not allowed a run in four innings. He struck out five and walked one.  

 

And Amir Garrett, not technically in the race, had not given up a run over two innings. He struck out four and walked none. 

 

Some of the starters who don’t make it would be considered for the bullpen, but the Reds aren’t at the point of making those 

decisions yet. 



 

“For whatever reason, my gut is telling me that to boil down this team, it’s going to take awhile,” Price said. “I think there are some 

really good players on the board. I think the pitchers came ready to compete for spots, and I don’t think there’s going to be  a lot of 

easy decisions in the early part of camp unless there is a lack of effort or preparation.” 

 

Lorenzen is someone who’s going to be on the team either as a starter or reliever. Price says there’s time to decide which.  

 

“I think if we knew, at any point we made the decision that he wasn’t going to be a starter, then we would immediately segue him 

into the bullpen,” Price said, “I think he’s going to find a way to compete, stay in this thing and be a consideration throughout the 

course of spring. With the additions of (Jared) Hughes and (David) Hernandez, the need to have Michael available as often as we’d 

like on Opening Day is diminished.” 

 

ON REED: Left-hander Cody Reed got hit in his second straight outing. He allowed a run on three hits against Kansas City. He 

gave up four runs on five hits in his first outing.  

 

“I thought he threw some really good pitches,” Price said. “He threw some good location fastballs and sliders and good change-ups. 

I thought he had really good stuff, and he ends up giving up a ball down the line and a bunt and a jam shot up the middle. I thought 

his stuff was very good, much improved. He’s done nothing, really, but throw strikes for the most part in camp. That’s what we 

asked him to do, increase his strike percentage. Over the course of spring, we’ll certainly see the pitch quality in the zone improve.” 

 

PEREZ’S DEBUT: Left-hander Oliver Perez was less than spectacular in his Reds debut Wednesday. He went an inning against 

Kansas City and allowed one run on one hit. He walked two.  

 

“He was a little erratic,” Price said. “I know that he’s been really good in the role, that left-handed situational role. So I really don’t 

put much into it. If he had struck out the side, I would have said, ‘hey, he looks terrific, he looked like he’s ready.’ I imagine he’ll 

be a lot sharper as we progress with spring. He’s with a new organization on a minor league contract, I’m sure he’s trying to put his 

best foot forward. He wasn’t great yesterday. He found his way to wiggle out of it.” 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds left-hander Brandon Finnegan passes his first big spring test 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 3:33 p.m. ET March 1, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – Brandon Finnegan’s spring debut came later than he wanted, was not in the setting he preferred and he got hit 

a bit.  

 

But, other than that, is was good. Really.  

 

“Today was a day to go out there and face live hitters,” Finnegan said. “I finally got to do that, so it’s definitely a good feeling. It’s 

the first time I got to get up and down since June. It was definitely a different feeling. 

 

“But it felt great. I just threw the fastball and changeup today.” 

 

Finnegan went two innings against teammates in a scrimmage. He gave up a two-run homer to Phil Gosselin. Overall, Finnegan 

faced eight batters. He allowed four hits and struck out one. He threw 22 pitches and broke one bat. 

 

“You get in the locker room, you get a little (stuff) talking with teammates, especially when they’re going to face you,” Finnegan 

said. “I told (Scott) Schebler I was going to break at least one bat. I’m glad I did. 

 

“I’m upset with one pitch, but it’s my first time out. I’m not going to be perfect. But I’m happy.” 

 

The Reds held Finnegan, the 24-year-old left-hander, back because he was coming off injuries to both shoulders. He’d like to be in a 

game the next time out. 

 

“I hope,” he said. “I was definitely upset about (the delay). But I completely understand why they wanted a controlled environment. 

They wanted to see me face live hitters before I got back on the field. That’s over with. Next step is hopefully the game.” 

 

Finnegan is one of the favorites to make the rotation based on his  track record. The injuries limited him to four starts last year, but 

he was 10-11 with a 3.98 ERA in 2015 in 31 starts. 

 

 

 



Cincinnati Reds outfielder Jesse Winker: 'Deep down I always believed' in MLB ability 

Adam Baum, abaum@enquirer.com  

Published 11:47 a.m. ET March 1, 2018 | Updated 1:10 p.m. ET March 1, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – Nowhere are confidence and comfort more welcome than on a baseball field. 

 

All Cincinnati Reds outfielder Jesse Winker needed to prove he possessed both was an opportunity.  

 

"I think as an athlete or as a professional, that's all you can really ask for is an opportunity," said Winker, a 24-year-old first round 

draft pick who will start the season still considered a rookie after appearing in 47 major league games last season. "Then, what you 

do with that opportunity ... how you seize that opportunity, you'll get instant feedback, instant results.  

 

"When I had the chance to play every day I didn't want to leave any doubt to it. I just wanted to show everybody that I can help this 

team win and I want to be a part of this team now and in the future."  

 

At the big-league level last season, Winker, who's rated the No. 5 Reds prospect by Baseball America, hit .298 with seven home 

runs, 15 RBI and 21 runs scored in 121 plate appearances.  

 

Last year provided confidence, but Winker already believed he could play at the highest level long before he got that call.  

 

"Obviously, proving to yourself that you can play at the big-league level is the start, but deep down I always believed it," said 

Winker, who's signed through the 2018 season and under team control through 2023. "When I was in low-A and high-A, I was like, 

'Man, I'm gonna have an impact on the Reds one day.'  

 

"I always believed that but I guess going out and doing it obviously gives you that (feeling of) now you prepare, now you get ready 

for the season. I don't want to say you know what to expect cause I was only up for two and a half months, but at least I have more 

of a feel now. I thought I learned the most I've ever learned in baseball in the two and a half months I was in the big leagues, and 

now looking ahead, how much I could potentially learn this year in a full season should be even more, so I'm looking forward to 

that."  

 

Manager Bryan Price has already made it clear, according to The Enquirer's John Fay, that Winker will be part of a four-man 

outfield rotation when the regular season starts.  

 

Price said Winker's "a young guy that's comfortable in competition at this level. There wasn't really a period of time where he 

struggled to get acclimated. It never looked like he put so much pressure on himself that he would be unable to perform. A lot of 

struggle is self-induced, it's what you're telling yourself in your head. Players, some guys just take the opportunity to go out and 

play like it's a normal game and others feel the pressure of having to perform, or else: 'What happens if I don't get a hit today? What 

happens if I don't pitch a good game today? Am I gonna get sent back?' In the times he's been up with us he has given me that 

feeling like he's comfortable here in all the right ways, comfortable in competition, comfortable feeling like he belongs, comfortable 

playing both the outfield positions, comfortable on the bases.  

 

"It just looks like he took his game from Louisville to the big leagues and nothing really changed, and he showed a stronger power 

component which was nice to see."  

 

A dream means nothing without belief and the work behind it. For Winker, the dream has arrived, now it's time to win.  

 

"Ever since I was a kid it's just always what I did ... it's all I remember wanting to do," said Winker. "How many kids when they 

grow up get to do what they actually love their whole life? I'm sure it's a select few, a small percentage ... I think that's rare, but I 

don't look at it like that anymore. Obviously, I love the game of baseball; I have a passion for it, but now I'm in the phase of trying 

to help this team win and do whatever I can in my first full season to help this team win." 

 

 

Paul Daugherty: Bob Castellini not giving up on championship dream for Cincinnati Reds 

Paul Daugherty, pdaugherty@enquirer.com  

Published 5:50 p.m. ET March 1, 2018 | Updated 6:57 p.m. ET March 1, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, AZ – The corner office on the 2nd floor of the Reds administration building has floor-to-ceiling windows and a door 

leading to an outdoor deck. The Estrella Mountains tower to the right, lording over three ballfields, perfectly green, beneath a blue 

sky stretching close to forever. 

 

It’s quite a view. 

 



The person occupying that office can be tempestuous and demanding. He’s an impatient man running a business that demands 

patience. Forbearance is a trait he has had thrust upon him, like or not. (He doesn’t like it.) 

 

He is 75 years old, and 13 years ago he promised to bring championship baseball back to Cincinnati. It’s a pledge yet unfilled. 

That’s not for lack of effort. Bob Castellini is not used to losing. In a lot of ways, he is as big a Reds fan as you are. Imagine your 

passion, then add an economic component. 

 

The last three years have been educational for him. And exhausting. They haven’t beaten back his enthusiasm. Castellini remains 

the most positive guy in the room. Despite the Reds multitude of issues, he’s eternally optimistic. He still likes the view. 

 

“I’m very hopeful about this year,’’ says Castellini. “I know we’re going to have a much better season. Our position players could 

be better than good. Our offense is in pretty good shape. Coupled with a pitching staff that’s on their way to being exceptional, I 

think there’s a possibility we’ll have a very good season.’’ 

 

He finishes with “stay tuned. I tell everybody that,’’ Castellini says. 

 

Stay tuned. Come aboard, don’t jump ship. A baseball season is a lifetime. This one should be better than the last one. Enjoy the 

view. Stay tuned. 

 

A part of you believes this: The Big Man’s outward enthusiasm is makeup on a face blemished by losing and worn down by an 

economic system that favors the big boys. Castellini has to project an upbeat approach. If he doesn’t, why should you? If the owner 

bemoans Baseball’s upside-down economics, what’s your incentive for sticking around? 

 

It’s a cynical view of RedsWorld, sure. Losing can do that to a fan. 

 

It’s not quite accurate. It’s Castellini’s real face. He wants to win every game, and every game he doesn’t win cuts him like a knife 

through a tomato. The man’s whole life and fortune was made trading in perishable goods. Who better understands the need to win 

quickly and win now? 

 

Ask him if he’s still enjoying his job, he closes his eyes and talks about how it feels to leave the ballpark on nights the Reds lose. 

You do not want to be in his ballpark lux-box when the Reds are losing. 

 

You will never hear Castellini complain about the money imbalance that encourages short-term losing in the hope of long-term 

success. He has raged against that light, in meetings and elsewhere, and lost. Baseball owners don’t care about the game. Baseball is 

like any other business. Its owners are self-interested and fixated on their bottom lines. 

 

Castellini’s optimism doesn’t eliminate his realism. He knows how the game is played. He knows, too, that even Baseball allows its 

Have-Not teams to succeed. They just have to work harder and smarter than the Haves, for a “window’’ of winning that lasts three 

or four years, at most. 

 

This is a guy who left school to come home and help keep his family’s business from failing. You work hard, you have a positive 

attitude, you hire the right people to work for you. You don’t temper your expectations because of the situation you’re in. You don’t 

give up because you have to play by unfavorable rules you don’t like. 

 

I wonder how much this eats at Castellini. I wonder how his franchise would do if given the same resources as all teams. The Reds 

are not a toy to him. They’re not another diamond in a necklace full of them. Castellini takes it all personally, and he’s never had 

patience for failure. I wonder if he’s genuinely surprised that “championship baseball’’ has proven so elusive.  

 

I will wonder all that forever. He won’t answer those questions. 

 

“If this young pitching staff shows up and our injured starters are no longer injured, I think we can be pretty good this year,’’ he 

says. 

 

I don’t wonder about the passion or the optimism. Stay tuned. Meantime, admire the view. 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Jose Peraza's confidence is booming at shortstop and in Reds clubhouse 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 16 hours ago   

 



GOODYEAR, Ariz. – Julio Morillo stood by Jose Peraza in the Reds' clubhouse recently not as much as an interpreter but as a 

witness. 

 

Since coming to the Reds before the 2016 season, Peraza had used Morillo, the team's official interpreter, for every interview. 

Peraza would chit-chat with teammates and reporters in English, but when it came to on-the-record interviews, Morillo would be 

there. 

 

So, when I wanted to talk to Peraza the other day, I first found Morillo. After he said something to Morillo in Spanish, I asked my 

first question and Peraza responded in English. 

 

“I feel good,” he said in English. “I worked in Venezuela when I played winter ball, I worked a lot at shortstop. I came here to work 

hard and do my job.” 

 

The words were less important than the statement. Peraza wanted to take another step in his development as a big-league player, not 

just on the field but off of it. 

 

Peraza is often smiling in the clubhouse, but he isn't gregarious or particularly outgoing. He's more likely to be listening to those 

around him. It's easy to overlook him sitting with the platinum-haired Eugenio Suarez, whose locker is next to his both in Goodyear 

and Cincinnati. 

 

Suarez, acquired by the Reds via trade a year before the three-way deal that brought Peraza to Cincinnati, was voted the winner of 

the Joe Nuxhall Good Guy Award by the Cincinnati chapter of the Baseball Writers Association of America last season. Since 

joining the Reds, Suarez has been adamant about speaking English to reporters and has encouraged Peraza to do the same. 

 

This appears to be the year Peraza is ready to take that step. 

 

“It's very important to me,” he said. “I'm talking with Geno (Suarez), Joey (Votto), Julio and the other guys, I try to learn more 

English.” 

 

In conversations in the clubhouse, he speaks whichever language is best for that conversation, still speaking Spanish with Suarez or 

Morillo and even the Canadian Votto, who speaks Spanish, English and French. 

 

It's another step in the maturation of Peraza, who debuted as a 21-year-old with the Dodgers in 2015. He played 72 games with the 

Reds in 2016 and 143 last season. 

 

Signed as a shortstop at 16 by the Braves, Peraza was moved to second base when shortstop Andrelton Simmons was signed to a 

long-term deal. He was kept at second after being traded to the Dodgers because of the presence of Corey Seager. 

 

The Reds experimented with him at center field and second base, but the desire was to have him ultimately take over at shortstop. 

That was in no small part because there were few options to succeed Zack Cozart. 

 

He showed that promise at the end of 2016 when Cozart was hurt and he hit .366/.387/.484 in 39 games to finish the season, playing 

nearly every day and predominantly at shortstop. 

 

The late-season surge and the dumping of Brandon Phillips propelled him to the starting job at second base for 2017. But Peraza 

struggled, hitting .254/.278/.334 in the first half. Meanwhile, Scooter Gennett surged, hitting 15 home runs in the first half, 

including four in one game, as a part-time player. It wasn't until after the All-Star break that Bryan Price finally said Gennett would 

take over Peraza's role full time. 

 

“We acquired Jose because we felt like he had a really high ceiling as a player and as a shortstop and that position wasn't available 

for him to play,” Price said this week. “I think there's a much better player in there than we saw in the first half from Jose and we 

got a glimpse of that the year before. 

 

“I think he's a guy that as he gets comfortable with the league and the pitchers, we'll see the batting average and on-base go up and I 

think we're going to find that he's going to play the position of shortstop very well.” 

 

Although Peraza said it didn't play a part, Price suspected the success Gennett had early last season put more pressure on Peraza and 

didn't help him in his first full season in the big leagues. 

 

One former Reds shortstop remembers having similar issues in his first full year in the big leagues, hitting .244/.306/.371 in 1987, 

the year after making a splash in 41 games as a 22-year-old. 

 



“When they made any suggestions that I play another position, it certainly disrupted my confidence in myself,” Barry Larkin said. 

“Because I didn't know if they said it because they thought I was incapable or somebody else was just better or what.” 

 

Despite Larkin's underwhelming 1987 season, the Reds traded Kurt Stillwell to the Royals, alleviating some of that pressure from 

Larkin. 

 

As a 24-year-old in 1988, Larkin (who is also bilingual) was an All-Star and won the Silver Slugger, erasing all doubts as to 

whether he would be able to hold down the spot long-term. He'd, of course, serve as the Reds' shortstop through 2004 and ultimately 

be elected to baseball's Hall of Fame. 

 

Larkin, in Goodyear working with the Reds' current shortstops, said he couldn't overstate what the Reds' actions in the offseason of 

1987 meant to him and what a similar vote of confidence could mean for Peraza. 

 

“It's huge,” Larkin said, standing outside the Reds' spring training clubhouse and not far from a picture of himself in his prime. 

“You have one job to do. He knows he's out there working on that job and just that job consistently. I think he believes we believe 

in him and he's looking great. He's looked fantastic.” 

 

DAYTON DAILY NEWS 
 

Reds take cautious approach with left-hander Finnegan 

Gary Schatz  Contributing Writer 

3:14 p.m Thursday, March 1, 2018   

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. 

Reds left-hander Brandon Finnegan didn’t have to wait untill 1 p.m. to get on the Goodyear Ball Park mound on Thursday. He 

pitched at 11:15 a.m. instead. 

 

The bad news about that? It was on one of the back fields in a simulated game. 

 

“We had a kind of scrimmage with big league hitters,” manager Bryan Price said. “We had our (minor league) strength camp kids 

out there playing defense. 

 

“We wanted to control the environment,” added Price, who insists Finnegan hasn’t had any setbacks. “He had some rough weather 

when he was at home too, so he missed a couple bullpens. I don’t want to say he was behind but it lent itself into being a little more 

cautious.” 

 

Finnegan, 24, was limited to four starts in 2017 due to injury. He injured a muscle near his shoulder in April and was on the 

disabled list until late June. In his return off the DL against the Cardinals, he re-aggravated the injury. A month later he tore the 

labrum in his right shoulder in a boating accident. 

 

There was an anxious moment with the first batter Finnegan faced. Jesse Winker broke his bat on a slow ground ball to first base, 

forcing Finnegan to cover. The flip was high, forcing Finnegan to jump for it and find the base, which he did. 

 

Phil Gosselin hit a home run but Finnegan broke Scott Schebler’s bat with a change-up. 

 

“Today as just a day to get out there and face live hitters,” Finnegan said. “I definitely got to do that. It was the first time I got up 

and down since June. It was definitley a different feeling. I felt great threw all my pitches. I broke a couple bats. I’m only upset with 

one pitch so I’m happy.” 

 

Breaking Schebler’s bat was a highlight for Finnegan. 

 

“You get in the locker room and talk smack,” he said. “I told Schebler I’d break one of his bats. Then he got the hit off me.” 

 

The next step is to get on the mound to face Major League opponents. 

 

“I hope to get in a game the next time,” Finnegan said. “I was definitely upset about that (not pitching in a game) but I completely 

understand. They wanted it to be a controlled environment. They wanted to see me face live hitters before I get back on the field. 

That’s over with.” 

 

Short spring 



The Reds have less time to sort through players, especially pitchers, with a shorter-than-usual Spring Training, but Price doesn’t see 

it as a big concern. 

 

“As much as I might want more time to watch these guys perform, every one is champing at the bit to get the season started,” he 

said. “. Players are really getting geared to Opening Day. 

 

If it went much longer we’d lose some of the energy here currently. We’re familiar with our players and there’s a lot of factors 

going in to making the decision. It won’t be solely spring training performance. We have to respect what they’ve accomplished  in 

the past and marry that with how they look during spring training.” 

 

Transactions 
 

03/01/18  

RHP James Dykstra assigned to Texas Rangers. 

OF Taylor Trammell assigned to Cincinnati Reds. 

LHP James Reeves assigned to New York Yankees. 

RHP Zach Jackson assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

C Arden Pabst assigned to Pittsburgh Pirates. 

C Yoel Gonzalez assigned to Pittsburgh Pirates. 

LHP Michael Mader assigned to Atlanta Braves. 

RHP Sean McLaughlin assigned to Atlanta Braves. 

OF Jose Bermudez assigned to Atlanta Braves. 

OF Tre Carter assigned to San Diego Padres. 

CF Jack Suwinski assigned to San Diego Padres. 

C Zacrey Law assigned to Tampa Bay Rays. 

2B Sherman Johnson assigned to Los Angeles Angels. 

CF Bo Way assigned to Los Angeles Angels. 

RHP Wyatt Mills assigned to Seattle Mariners. 

RF Michael Saunders assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

C Chuck Moorman assigned to Texas Rangers. 

C Carlos Garay assigned to Texas Rangers. 

RF Preston Beck assigned to Texas Rangers. 

SS Anderson Tejeda assigned to Texas Rangers. 

RHP Zeke Spruill assigned to Texas Rangers. 

RHP Jordan Foley assigned to New York Yankees. 

RHP Luis Vasquez assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

RHP Sam Bragg assigned to Oakland Athletics. 

LHP Tanner Banks assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

CF Tito Polo assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

C Nate Nolan assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

1B Matt Rose assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

LF Jameson Fisher assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

SS Eddy Alvarez assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

3B Trey Michalczewski assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

LF Leody Taveras assigned to Texas Rangers. 

3B Charles Leblanc assigned to Texas Rangers. 

LHP Locke St. John assigned to Texas Rangers. 

3B Josh Morgan assigned to Texas Rangers. 

LHP James Jones assigned to Texas Rangers. 

LHP Brandon Mann assigned to Texas Rangers. 

CF Miguel Aparicio assigned to Texas Rangers. 

CF Pedro Gonzalez assigned to Texas Rangers. 

3B Brendon Davis assigned to Texas Rangers. 

3B Jake Gatewood assigned to Milwaukee Brewers. 

Toronto Blue Jays sent LF Ezequiel Carrera outright to Buffalo Bisons. 

Toronto Blue Jays invited non-roster LF Ezequiel Carrera to spring training. 

  

 


