
Back in the Klub! 2nd Cy Young for Tribe ace 
By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @MLBastian | November 15th, 2017 + 12 COMMENTS 
CLEVELAND -- Corey Kluber barely flinched when it was revealed that he won the American League Cy Young Award on Wednesday night. 
The Indians' ace displayed much more emotion when he took home the honor three years ago, peering away from the camera, smiling and 
flashing a quick thumbs up to his family. 
 
The lack of reaction was true to Kluber's stoic persona, which has become as much of a trademark for the right-hander as his devastating 
curveball and bat-breaking sinker. It was also an indication once again that Kluber -- now the lone two-time Cy Young Award recipient in Tribe 
history -- is focused more on larger goals than individual accolades. 
"Regardless of how tonight went," Kluber said, "whether I would've finished first, second, third, whatever it be, 2017 is in the past. I'm looking 
forward to 2018. I've been back in the gym for a while now, and I think that my full focus is on trying to put myself in a position to try to help the 
Tribe win a World Series." 
Kluber's efforts along those lines in 2017 netted him 28 of 30 possible first-place votes and 204 points in balloting for this year's AL Cy Young 
Award by the Baseball Writers' Association of America. Red Sox lefty Chris Sale (126 points) garnered the other two first-place tallies and 
finished second for the honor. Yankees right-hander Luis Severino (73) and Kluber's teammate, righty Carlos Carrasco (43), placed third and 
fourth, respectively. 
Nationals starter Max Scherzer (a three-time Cy Young Award winner) won in the National League, and he is now joined by Kluber among the 
19 pitchers in baseball history who have earned the award multiple times. Kluber (also the AL Cy Young Award winner in 2014), Cliff Lee ('08), 
CC Sabathia ('07) and Gaylord Perry (1972) are the only AL Cy Young Award winners in Indians history. 
There is still the matter of a World Series victory, which Cleveland has not celebrated since 1948. Kluber helped power the Indians to the Fall 
Classic in 2016, but fell short in a seven-game defeat to the Cubs. This past season, Kluber led the charge for arguably one of the best pitching 
staffs in baseball history, but his struggles, among other issues for the Indians, in the AL Division Series led to a quick October exit. 
The missteps in the postseason do not erase all Kluber achieved, though. 
"Those individual accomplishments are always challenging," Indians general manager Mike Chernoff said at the GM Meetings this week. 
"Because, in the end, we're all seeking the team goal. At the same time, Kluber has been so consistent every year that it's been amazing to 
watch, and you hope that he can get this individual accomplishment." 
Kluber got it, and did so in overwhelming fashion to cap off an overwhelming campaign. 
With Kluber leading the way, the Indians' pitching staff finished this past season ranked first in the Majors in ERA (3.30), Fielding Independent 
Pitching (3.33) and strikeout percentage (27.5 percent), among other categories. Cleveland's staff as a whole also established single-season 
MLB records for strikeouts (1,614), strikeouts per nine innings (10.1) and WAR (31.7, per Fangraphs). 
Kluber set the tone atop the rotation by going 18-4 with an MLB-leading 2.25 ERA, marking the first time since 1949 (Mike Garcia) that a Tribe 
pitcher led baseball in the statistic. In 29 starts over 203 2/3 innings, Kluber piled up 265 strikeouts compared to 36 walks, and he posted those 
totals despite missing most of May with a back injury. It marked the fourth straight season in which the right-hander eclipsed 200 strikeouts and 
200 innings. 
Kluber also turned in five complete games, including a shutout on Sept. 12 against the Tigers. That win was the 20th within Cleveland's AL-
record 22-game winning streak. 
"It's a huge honor to win," Kluber said. "It was an honor the first time and it's an honor the second time. I guess that more than anything, I think 
for me, this kind of shows what other people in the organization have been able to do on my behalf." 
Kluber cited the work of the medical and training staff for helping him bounce back from the early-season health issues, and what he did over 
the final four months surely helped seal his Cy Young Award victory. 
After his return on June 1, the Indians went 75-36 and ran away with the AL Central crown, finishing with 102 victories as a team. In his 23 
starts over that time period, Kluber went 15-2 with a 1.62 ERA and earned AL Pitcher of the Month awards for June, August and September. In 
the second half, Kluber had a 1.79 ERA in 15 starts, and he turned in the third-highest strikeout-to-walk ratio (11.8) in MLB history after the 
break (among pitchers with at least 100 innings). 
It was enough to win the AL Cy Young Award, but winning a ring remains Kluber's goal. 
"All we can do is look forward to next year," he said, "and try to have a better finish." 
You can now make your voice heard by voting for Best Pitcher in the Esurance MLB Awards, where baseball legends, media, front-office 
personnel and fans come together to pick the winners, with postseason accomplishments factored in. Then tune in Friday at 8 p.m. ET on MLB 
Network and MLB.com as this year's best stars and moments are revealed. 
 
Ramirez makes MVP case with huge season 
By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @MLBastian | November 15th, 2017 + 10 COMMENTS 
CLEVELAND -- The debate over the American League Most Valuable Player Award has been focused on Yankees slugger Aaron Judge and 
Astros catalyst Jose Altuve for the past several weeks. In the discussion, Jose Ramirez has seemingly been pushed to the background. 
 
Ramirez is used to proving people wrong -- he has been doing it all his life -- and it is that attitude that has helped the Indians infielder develop 
into an MVP candidate. In all likelihood, Judge or Altuve will likely take home the AL MVP Award in voting by the Baseball Writers' Association 
of America when the winner is unveiled in a 6 p.m. ET special on MLB Network on Thursday night. But do not ignore all Ramirez accomplished. 
"Jose had such a great breakout year this year," Indians general manager Mike Chernoff said. 
That is why the BBWAA voters with the AL MVP Award as their task put him among the top three vote-getters, along with Judge and Altuve. In 
the National League, the three finalists are Arizona's Paul Goldschmidt, Miami's Giancarlo Stanton and Cincinnati's Joey Votto. Among the six 
candidates, Ramirez ranked first in doubles (56) and was tied with Stanton for the Major League lead in extra-base hits (91). 
Ramirez's propensity for extra-base hits is at the heart of his MVP Award case, but there is another layer to all the statistics that the 25-year-old 
switch-hitter amassed. 



Consider for a moment how much time Ramirez spent bouncing between second base (577 1/3 innings) and third base (736 2/3 innings) this 
year. He was the AL's starter at third in the All-Star Game, won a Silver Slugger Award as a third baseman and was a finalist for a Gold Glove 
at the hot corner. 
Yet, Ramirez spent the bulk of the final two months manning second base. This came after he bounced between left field and third in 2016. 
"It's amazing to see a player who's moved around so much," Chernoff said. "He started in left field two years ago, third base, and then even in-
season moving from third to second. To be able to put up the offensive season that he did this year, it's a huge credit to him and his dynamic 
athleticism." 
Ramirez appeared in 152 games for the Indians, posting a .318/.374/.583 slash line to go with 29 home runs, 83 RBIs, 107 runs scored and 17 
steals. His 56 doubles were the third most in a season in franchise history, and the most by an Indians hitter since 1926. In Tribe history, only 
Albert Belle (103 in 1995), Hal Trosky (96 in 1936) and Grady Sizemore (92 in 2006) managed more extra-base hits in a season than Ramirez 
did in 2017. 
Ramirez's .957 OPS was tied with Altuve for the third-best mark in the AL, trailing only Mike Trout (1.071) and Judge (1.049). It was the highest 
OPS in MLB history among players who appeared in 60 or more games at second and third base in the same season. Among his AL peers, 
Ramirez also ranked in the top five in average, triples, hits, runs, total bases, slugging percentage and plate appearances per strikeout. 
When Jason Kipnis was lost to injury, Ramirez took over at second base. When Michael Brantley was lost to injury, Ramirez took over as the 
team's No. 3 hitter. And Ramirez did so without ever losing a step in the field, in the batter's box or on the bases for an Indians team that won 
102 games, clinched a second straight AL Central title and won an AL-record 22 games in a row between August and September. 
Maybe Judge or Altuve will win the award. Just do not forget about Ramirez. 
Jordan Bastian has covered the Indians for MLB.com since 2011, and previously covered the Blue Jays from 2006-10. Read his blog, Major  
 
Late bloomers follow path to another Cy Young 
By Joe Posnanski / MLB.com | @JPosnanski | November 15th, 2017 + 0 COMMENTS 
Corey Kluber and Max Scherzer are remarkable pitchers. They are similar ages (Scherzer is about 20 months older than Kluber), they're about 
the same size, they're both power pitchers, and until they were each 28 years old, nobody would have predicted that they would become the 
dominant right-handed pitchers of the past five years. 
 
But that is exactly what has happened. Between them, they have won half of the 10 Cy Young Awards given out the last five seasons. On 
Wednesday, Kluber won his second Cy Young Award decisively, getting 28 of the 30 first-place votes and beating out Boston's Chris Sale in 
the American League race. And Scherzer won his third award -- and second National League Cy Young Award in a row -- with a surprisingly 
one-sided vote over the Dodgers' Clayton Kershaw. 
AL Cy Young Award voting 
Name, team 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th Pts. 
Corey Kluber, CLE 28 2       204 
Chris Sale, BOS 2 28       126 
Luis Severino, NYY     20 6 1 73 
Carlos Carrasco, CLE     1 16 8 43 
Justin Verlander, DET/HOU     3 6 11 32 
Craig Kimbrel, BOS     6 2 5 27 
Ervin Santana, MIN         3 3 
Marcus Stroman, TOR         2 2 
That Scherzer-Kershaw race was fascinating ... we'll get back to that in a second. 
The rises of Kluber and Scherzer are very different, but as recently as 2012, you would not have bet on either one becoming an awesome 
force. That year, Kluber was a 26-year-old pitcher who spent most of the season in Triple-A Columbus. He had come over to Cleveland in a 
2010 mid-season three-way deal, one in which he was probably the least-known player. His big league future was cloudy at best. 
• Previous AL Cy Young Award winners 
Scherzer, on the other hand, was already a big league regular; but stardom did not seem his destiny. The righty had been a somewhat prized 
prospect (he was the 11th pick in the 2006 Draft out of Missouri), but by 2012, he had established himself mainly as a sturdy pitcher but not 
necessarily a great one. He, like Kluber, had come over in a three-way trade. The Arizona Diamondbacks had traded him away, at least in part 
because they thought his violent delivery made him an injury risk. Scherzer did not get hurt, but he was only so-so his first couple of years in 
Detroit. 
And then it all changed for both pitchers. Scherzer emerged first, having a fantastic 2013 season, going 21-3 with a 2.90 ERA and leading the 
AL in WHIP for the first time. He won his first Cy Young Award. 
Kluber followed that in 2014, going 18-9 with a 2.44 ERA and 269 strikeouts. He won his first Cy Young Award. 
They have been the dominant righties in the game since, and this was probably each of their best season yet. Kluber missed four weeks in 
May, but still led the AL in basically everything except strikeouts. To be more specific, he led in wins (18), win percentage (.818), ERA (2.25), 
complete games (five), shutouts (three), WHIP (.869 -- the lowest WHIP in the AL since Pedro Martinez in 2000) and strikeout-to-walk ratio 
(7.36-to-1). 
Sale had a wonderful season in his own right, striking out an astonishing 308 batters in 214 innings, but he did fade in September, and it's hard 
to make the argument that he had a season to match Kluber. They were clearly the two best pitchers in the AL, though. The two of them 
collected all of the first- and second-place votes. 
Kluber wins 2017 AL Cy Young 
Kluber wins 2017 AL Cy Young 
Corey Kluber of the Cleveland Indians earns the 2017 American League Cy Young Award 



The NL vote, meanwhile, was a a bit more interesting, even though the vote ended up being just as conclusive. Scherzer had a remarkable 
season. His 5.7 hits per nine innings was the lowest in baseball since, you guessed it, Pedro's 2000 season. He also led the league in 
strikeouts and WHIP for the second straight season. 
But his competition was Kershaw, who missed some time with injury but still managed to lead the NL in wins (18), ERA (2.31) and strikeout-to-
walk ratio (6.73-to-1). Cy Young Award voters have traditionally leaned toward pitchers who lead a league in wins and strikeouts. Only once 
since voting began has a pitcher who led his league in wins and ERA not won the award. In 1984, Mike Boddicker led the AL in the two 
categories (20 wins and a 2.79 ERA) and, improbably, lost the Cy Young Award to relief pitcher Willie Hernandez, who somehow captured the 
voters' imagination (Hernandez also won the MVP Award). 
• Previous NL Cy Young Award winners 
But despite that voting history, Scherzer not only won the NL Cy Young, he swamped Kershaw in the voting. It seems that advanced statistics 
were key in the voting. Instead of wins and strikeouts, voters seemed to take a deeper look at the two pitchers. They found that that Scherzer 
faced somewhat tougher competition, pitched his home games in a more hitter-friendly ballpark and did not have quite as good a defense 
behind him. Scherzer also pitched 25 more innings than Kershaw, which undoubtedly played in the voters' minds. 
When it was all added together, the voters were almost unanimously convinced that Scherzer had the better season. Scherzer got 27 of the 30 
first-place votes. I was surprised that it was that lopsided, but I think the voters got both of these right. 
 
#AwardWorthy: Support Indians nominees 
By Ben Weinrib / MLB.com | November 15th, 2017 + 0 COMMENTS 
The Indians had a historic 2017 season with an American League-record 22-game winning streak and their highest win total since 1954. 
 
And a historic team deserves recognition. The Indians have seven nominees at this year's Esurance MLB Awards including Austin Jackson's 
terrific over-the-fence catch up for Best Play, Defense; manager Terry Francona for Best Manager; and president of baseball operations Chris 
Antonetti for Best Executive 
Additionally, right-hander Corey Kluber is nominated for Best Pitcher and shortstop Francisco Lindor up for both Personality of the Year and 
Best Postseason Moment. Announcer Tom Hamilton has also been nominated for Best Call, TV/Radio. 
The Esurance MLB Awards annually honor MLB's greatest achievements as part of an industry-wide balloting process that includes five groups, 
each of which accounts for 20 percent of the overall vote: Media, front-office personnel, retired MLB players, fans at MLB.com and Society for 
American Baseball Research (SABR) members. 
The MLB Awards are an all-inclusive program, encompassing the top players and performances from both the American and National Leagues 
from Opening Day through the end of the postseason. 
Voting led off with seven categories on Sept. 18 at mlb.com/awards, serving as the grand entrance of a program that unveiled nominees for 
Best Call, TV/Radio; Best Major Leaguer, Postseason; and Best Postseason Moment following the Fall Classic's final out. The ninth inning of 
voting began around BBWAA Awards week, which opened when the Jackie Robinson Rookie of the Year Award winners were unveiled 
Monday, Nov. 13. Voting in the Best Executive, Best Rookie, Best Manager and Best Pitcher categories are now underway, and the Best Major 
Leaguer nominees will be announced at 7 p.m. ET on Thursday. 
MLB Awards season will culminate Friday, when winners are announced live on MLB Network and MLB.com starting at 8 p.m. ET. 
Jackson had a resurgent year at the plate in his first year with the Indians, but the biggest highlight came on Aug. 1 against the Red Sox. 
Hanley Ramirez hit a deep fly ball to right-center field, and Jackson leaped, caught the ball, flipped over the fence, and held on for a 
spectacular catch. 
"That was one of the best catches I think I've ever seen," Francona said. "I've been in the game a long time. That's a hard wall out there and a 
lot of guys run away from it. Austin went up and over. That was one of the most exciting plays I've seen in a long, long time." 
Francona is nominated for Best Manager again, a year after winning the award. His team was actually more dominant than the Indians team 
Francona took to the World Series in 2016, winning 102 regular-season games. That was the highest single-season win total of Francona's 
career, and the most in franchise history since 1954. 
Antonetti took over the team's baseball operations in 2015 after the departure of Mark Shapiro and has maintained the team's American 
League ascent. He put his mark on the 2017 team with the signing of slugger Edwin Encarnacion to a three-year deal and Minor League 
signings such as Jackson. He also locked up part of the team's future before the season with a five-year extension for 2017 AL MVP nominee 
Jose Ramirez. 
Kluber, who became the first Indians pitcher to win multiple AL Cy Young Awards when he was honored with his second trophy Wednesday 
night, put up the best numbers of his seven-year career in 2017. Kluber led qualified MLB starters with a 2.25 ERA and struck out a career-high 
34.1 percent of batters he faced. He also set a team record by striking out at least eight batters in 14 straight games -- one short of Randy 
Johnson's single-season record. 
Meanwhile, Lindor has established himself as one of the premier shortstops in baseball and has an outsized personality to match. Lindor chose 
"Mr. Smile" as his Players Weekend nickname and is widely known for his infectious personality and, of course, wide smile. 
He also came through when his club needed him most. Trailing by five in the sixth inning of American League Division Series Game 2 vs. the 
Yankees, Lindor stepped to the plate with the bases loaded and launched a towering fly ball that clanked off the right-field foul pole to cut the 
deficit to one. The grand slam helped the Indians eke out an eventual 9-8 victory to put them up 2-0 in the series. 
The drive sent the Cleveland crowd, and Hamilton, the Indians' radio broadcaster, into a frenzy. "He's done it again!" Hamilton exclaimed. A 
fittingly emphatic call for a truly emphatic homer. 
"The way everyone battled and everyone got together, that was pretty special to watch," Lindor said after the victory. "And [it was] one of the 
most amazing experiences of my life." 
 



Scherzer, Kluber win Cy Young Awards by wide margins  
The Associated Press  
Max Scherzer heard his name and thrust his arms in the air, shouting and smiling big before turning to kiss his wife. 
 
Corey Kluber, on the other hand, gulped once and blinked. 
 
Two aces, two different styles - and now another Cy Young Award for each. 
 
The animated Scherzer of the Washington Nationals coasted to his third Cy Young, winning Wednesday for the second straight year in the 
National League. He breezed past Los Angeles Dodgers ace Clayton Kershaw, drawing 27 of the 30 first-place votes in balloting by members 
of the Baseball Writers' Association of America. 
 
Kluber's win was even more of a runaway. The Cleveland Indians ace took 28 first-place votes, easily outpacing Chris Sale of the Boston Red 
Sox for his second AL Cy Young. 
 
Scherzer yelled ''yes!'' when his award was announced on MLB Network, a reaction in keeping with his expressive reputation. He showed that 
intensity often this year, whether he was cursing under his breath like a madman during his delivery or demanding - also with expletives - that 
manager Dusty Baker leave him in the game. 
 
Just a little different than the pitcher they call ''Klubot.'' Kluber was stoic as ever when announced as the AL winner. He swallowed hard but 
otherwise didn't react, only showing the hint of a smile moments later when answering questions. 
 
Not that he wasn't thrilled. 
 
''Winning a second one maybe, for me personally, kind of validates the first one,'' Kluber said. 
 
Scherzer's win moves him into rare company. He's the 10th pitcher with at least three Cy Youngs, and among the other nine, only Kershaw and 
Roger Clemens aren't in the Hall of Fame. 
 
''That's why I'm drinking a lot of champagne tonight,'' Scherzer said. 
 
Scherzer earned the NL honor last year with Washington and the 2013 American League prize with Detroit. 
 
''This one is special,'' he said. ''When you start talking about winning three times, I can't even comprehend it at this point.'' 
 
Scherzer was 16-6 with a career-best 2.51 ERA this year. The 33-year-old righty struck out a league-leading 268 for the NL East champion 
Nationals, and in an era noted for declining pitcher durability, he eclipsed 200 innings for the fifth straight season. He had to overcome a variety 
of ailments to get there, and Washington's training staff was high on his thank-you list. 
 
''Everybody had a role in keeping me out on the field,'' he said. ''I'm very thankful for all their hard work.'' 
 
Kershaw has won three NL Cy Youngs and was the last pitcher to win back-to-back. He was 18-4 with a league-best 2.31 ERA and 202 
strikeouts. This is his second runner-up finish. Stephen Strasburg of the Nationals finished third. 
 
Kluber missed a month of the season with back pain and still easily won the AL award over Sale and third-place finisher Luis Severino of the 
New York Yankees. Kluber led the majors with a 2.25 ERA, and his 18 wins tied for the most in baseball. He added to the Cy Young he won 
with the Indians in 2014 and is the 19th pitcher to win multiple times. 
 
The 31-year-old Kluber was especially dominant down the stretch, closing out the season by going 11-1 to help Cleveland win the AL Central. 
He and Minnesota's Ervin Santana tied for the major league lead with five complete games - nobody else had more than two. Kluber also led 
the majors with 8.0 wins above replacement, per baseball-reference.com. 
 
Kluber and Scherzer both had rough outings in the playoffs. Kluber gave up nine runs over two starts in an AL Division Series against the 
Yankees, and Scherzer blew a save in the decisive Game 5 of an NL Division Series against the Cubs. 
 
Scherzer said he couldn't even watch the League Championship Series, although he did tune in for the World Series. 
 
''That will eat at me this whole offseason,'' he said. 
 
Voting for the awards was completed before the postseason began. 
 
The final BBWAA honors will come Thursday when the MVP awards are announced in the AL and NL. 



Cy Young winner Corey Kluber still tap dancing abou t health in ALDS starts for Cleveland Indians 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - Into every season a little rain must fall. It fell on Corey Kluber at the wrong time. 

Kluber won his second AL Cy Young Award in four years on Wednesday night from the Baseball Writers Association of America. Here's betting 
he could have done without it if he'd pitched like himself in Games 2 and 5 of the ALDS to put the Indians in the ALCS against Houston last 
month. 

It didn't happen as Kluber went 0-1 with a 12.79 ERA against the wild-card Yankees. Maybe it wouldn't have mattered. The Astros beat the 
Yankees in seven games to win the AL pennant and beat the Dodgers in seven games to win the World Series. 

But this much is clear, the Kluber who pitched in the ALDS was not the same Kluber who came off the disabled list on June 1 and finished the 
season by going 15-2 in 23 starts. Along the way he was named AL Pitcher of the Month in June, August and September. He wasn't that bad in 
July either, going 5-1 with a 1.96 ERA. 

Just what went wrong with Kluber in October has never been fully explained. He was asked again about it against Wednesday night. 

"After 162-game regular season, I don't think you're going to find anyone who is 100 percent by the time the postseason rolls around," said 
Kluber. "The only thing we can do is to look forward to next season and try to have a better finish." 

Kluber received 28 of a possible 30 first-place votes to win the Cy Young in a landslide. Boston's Chris Sale and New York's Luis Severino were 
a distant second and third, respectively. In a conference call with Cleveland reporters, it was clear Kluber was dealing with some physical 
issues last season because he spent a lot of time thanking the team's trainers and strength coaches. 

"I got hurt throughout the course of the season," said Kluber. "The training staff, the strength staff, people like that, worked their butts off to get 
me back to a point where I felt I was able to pitch the way I felt I was capable of instead of going out there and hurting my team the way I did 
the first month of the year." 

Kluber missed all but one start in May because of a lower back strain. He injured it in his second start of the season and worked hard to stay on 
top of it for the rest of the season. 

"This year I dealt with a little more physically than I have in the past," said Kluber. "You kind of learn how to deal with those different ups and 
down during the course of the year. There are things that pop up for every player, every pitcher, during the course of the year and you're always 
trying to learn from those experiences." 

What to learn from 2017? How about having something pop up in August instead of Oct. 6 when Kluber allowed six runs on seven hits in 2 2/3 
innings in Game 2 against the Yankees. The Indians rallied to win that game, 9-8, in 13 innings, but it was their last win of the year as the 
Yankees won three straight to advance to the ALCS. 

On Oct. 11, in the winner-take-all Game 5, Kluber started and allowed three runs on five hits in 3 2/3 innings. The pitcher who went 5-0 with a 
0.84 in six September starts was not the same guy who went 0-1 with a 12.73 ERA against the Yankees in the ALDS. 

Kluber finished the regular season at 18-4 with a 2.25 ERA. He finished second in the AL in strikeouts with 265 in 203 2/3 innings. He has 
struck out 227 or more batters in four straight years and ranks seventh in franchise history with 1,201. 

He is one of 19 pitchers to win two or more Cy Young awards. Max Scherzer, the NL winner, was awarded his third on Wednesday night. 

Kluber won his first Cy Young in 2014. He was 18-9 with a 2.44 ERA in 34 starts. He finished third in the voting in 2016 when he went 18-9 with 
a 3.14 ERA. 

"I don't think it's fair to say this one means more than the first," said Kluber. "To me the second one, personally, validates the first one so to 
speak. It's just another way to find that reassurance that when you go to the park when you're struggling, or when you're trying to work your way 
through things, you're always going to have that self-belief that even though at the time it seems like things might be going pretty poorly, you 
can work your way out of it." 

Carlos Carrasco, Kluber's teammate, finished fourth in the voting. Carrasco went 18-6 with a 3.29 ERA in 32 starts. He struck out 226 batters 
and pitched 200 innings for the first time in his career. 

"I'm very proud of him," said Kluber. "I think he would probably be the first to tell you he hasn't had the smoothest road to get to where he 
wanted to or maybe he thought he would be. But he's overcome a lot and turned out to be one of the premier pitchers in major league baseball. 
To finish fourth is nothing to brush aside. 

"We feel incredibly good going into a game every time he takes the ball." 

October or no October, the Indians feel the same about Kluber. Maybe he should bring an umbrella next October. 

Corey Kluber's 10 best performances of his 2017 Ameri can League Cy Young Award season 

CLEVELAND, Ohio — Corey Kluber’s 2017 American League Cy Young Award campaign was highlighted by dazzling statistics and 
inconceivable consistency that put him among the all-time Indians greats. 

Despite missing nearly a month on the disabled list in May, Kluber led the AL in wins, earned run average, opponent batting average, WHIP, 
hits per nine innings, walks per nine innings and strikeout-to-walk ratio. 

Along the way, he tossed three complete game shutouts, had a 26-inning scoreless streak and reached strikeout benchmarks that few who 
follow the game even knew existed. 

Here is a look back at Kluber’s best individual game performances from 2017. 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com 

Corey Kluber 



10. July 4 vs. San Diego 

Result: Padres 1, Indians 0. 

Notable: Kluber took the loss but was dominant in eight innings of work, allowing just one run on five hits while striking out 10. Hector Sanchez 
led off the fifth inning with a single and scored on an RBI ground out by Corey Spangenberg for the decisive run. It was Kluber’s first career loss 
in a start where he struck out at least 10. 

Corey Kluber 

9. June 1 vs. Oakland 

Result: Indians 8, Athletics 0. 

Notable: Kluber picked up his fourth win of the year tossing six shutout innings in his return from nearly a month on the disabled list. He allowed 
just two hits and one walk while striking out 10. 

Corey Kluber 

8. June 24 vs. Minnesota 

Result: Twins 4, Indians 2. 

Notable: One of seven no-decisions on Kluber’s ledger in 29 regular season starts, and although the Tribe lost the game, the right-hander 
collected an impressive 13 strikeouts in seven innings. Kluber was victimized by a pair of first-inning errors that allowed two unearned runs to 
score. 

Royals Indians Baseball 

7. Sept. 17 vs. Kansas City 

Result: Indians 3, Royals 2. 

Notable: Kluber notched his American League-leading 17th win at the time, working seven innings while striking out nine and giving up just 
three hits. He left the game with a 3-0 lead before Bryan Shaw surrendered a pair of runs in the eighth inning and Cody Allen came on for a 
four-out save. Kluber struck out Alcides Escobar in the fifth inning for his 250th strikeout of the season, marking the 11th time in club history a 
pitcher reached the mark. Kluber extended his scoreless innings streak to a team-high 22 innings for the 2017 season. 
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Cleveland Indians' Corey Kluber wins second AL Cy Y oung award 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Corey Kluber, the quiet and efficient ace of the Indians, won his second AL Cy Young award on Wednesday night by vote 
of the Baseball Writers Association of America. 

Kluber went 18-4 with a 2.25 ERA in 29 starts. His 2.25 ERA was the best in the big leagues. It was Kluber's second Cy Young in the last four 
years and makes him the only Indians' pitcher to win his fraternity's top award twice. 

Gaylord Perry, CC Sabathia and Cliff Lee also won the Cy Young as members of the Indians. 

In the National League, right-hander Max Scherzer of Washington won the Cy Young award for the second straight year and third time in his 
career. Clayton Kershaw of the Dodgers finished second and Stephen Strasburg, Scherzer's teammate, finished third. 

Kluber is Kluber in a seven-inning outingIndians right-hander Corey KluberChuck Crow, The Plain Dealer  

Kluber was first or tied for first in several categories for AL pitchers including wins, ERA, WAR for pitchers, WHIP, FIP, hits per nine innings, 
batting average against, slugging percentage against, on base percentage against, strikeouts per nine innings and walks per nine innings. 

The only blemish in Kluber's season were his two starts in the ALDS against the Yankees. He went 0-1 with a 12.79 ERA. 

"It's just a constant learning experience," Kluber told the MLB Network, which aired the BBWAA awards. "This year I dealt with more physically 
than I had in the past and you learn how to deal with those different ups and downs. 

"There are different things that pop up for everybody during the course of the year and you're just trying to learn from those experiences." 

Kluber credited the Indians' organization for his successful season. 

"Obviously there are numerous people throughout the organization who are key to everybody's success," he said. "First and foremost -- 
catchers, teammates, coaching staff. The people you're with every day. 

"It may be an individual award, but there are a lot of people who go into that success." 

Boston's 17-game winner Chris Sale was second and New York Luis Severino was third in the BBWAA voting. 

Kluber won the award in a landslide with 28 first place votes and two second place votes for a total of 204 points. Sale was second with two first 
place votes and 28 second place votes for 126 points. Severino finished third with 73 points. 

Carlos Carrasco, Kluber's teammate, finished fourth with 43 points. Carrasco, who matched Kluber's 18 victories, received one third place vote 
and 16 fourth place votes and eight fifth place votes. Justin Verlander, Craig Kimbrel, Ervin Santana and Marcus Stroman also received votes. 

During the Tribe's historic 22-game winning streak that started on Aug. 24, the rotation went 19-0 with a 1.74 ERA. Kluber was 4-0 with a 1.41 
ERA, while Carrasco went 3-0 with a 0.62 ERA. 



Kluber, after missing all but one start in May, returned at full roar in June. He was named AL Pitcher of the Month in June, August and 
September. 

He received a $250,000 bonus for winning the Cy Young and the last three years of his five-year, $38.5 million contract received a $2 million 
bump. Kluber's base salary in 2019 went from $13 million to $15 million. In 2020 and 2012, both club options, the base salary will jump from 
$13.5 million to $15.5 million and $14 million to $16 million. 
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In Newcomerstown, Cy Young wasn't a legend -- he was  a friend 

By Bill Lubinger, The Plain Dealer 

NEWCOMERSTOWN, Ohio -- Cy Young Park is the recreational home to many looking to play basketball, tennis and, yes, baseball in this 
town. 

By now, the cornfields of Tuscarawas County are brown stubble. The village ball diamond, where summer tourists stop to take pictures, is 
strewn with oak leaves. 

Come November, baseball is an afterthought -- except when thoughts turn to Cy Young. Around Cleveland, they're toasting Cliff Lee, who was 
voted the American League's best pitcher this season. 

Around here, about an hour and 45 minutes due south of Progressive Field, they celebrate the man for whom the award was named: Cy 
Young, the best pitcher -- ever. 

Young was born just after the Civil War. He lived to 88, but has been gone more than 50 years now. Yet, his presence is found at every turn, 
from framed memorabilia on the walls of the local McDonald's to his gravesite on a hill overlooking the farms and fields of Ohio's rolling back 
country. 

The Cy Young Award goes annually to the season's best pitcher in each major league. Of all the pitchers who ever played the game, they 
chose a strapping Ohio farm boy as the pinnacle. 

"If you wanted to pick a player to name an award after," said Reed Browning, a retired Kenyon College professor who wrote a biography of 
Young, "they just about stumbled on the best choice." 

Why him? Well, the man took care of himself physically, had a terrific baseball mind and a fastball that earned him the name "Cyclone" - "Cy" 
for short - long before they had radar guns to measure it. He won 511 games in 22 seasons -- 11 in the American League, 11 in the National. 
He began with the Cleveland Spiders and pitched for the Indians toward the end. He won at least 20 games 16 times. Won at least 30 five 
times. Imagine the contract he could command for an arm like that today. 

In baseball, Denton True Young was bigger than life. In this quiet, easy-does-it village of 4,500 residents, he still is. 

"He's from our little community," said Ed Gibson, who helps organize the Cy Young Days Festival each June in which a main street parade 
honors a former Cy Young winner. This summer, Wooster's Dean Chance was guest of honor. 

"If we aren't willing to keep his name alive," Gibson said, "Twenty years from now, players who win this award won't even know who he was." 

There to remind them is Cy Young Memorial Park, with Cy Young Pool, a Pony League ballfield and a presidential-size monument to Cy -- 
designed as a baseball diamond with a home plate and an etched-stone wall where a pitcher's mound would be. 

In his youth on a nearby farm, it reads, 'Cy' played baseball for love of the game, a quality that remained with him throughout his long life. 

Those who were children when Young was around said he'd play catch with the boys and sign their bats and baseballs. 

"Oh, he was wonderful, he really was," said 73-year-old Jane Meuhlen, of Pinellas Park, Fla. She was a child when her parents asked Young to 
move in with the family. His wife had died. Their only child had died in infancy. So Meuhlen is about the closest to a living relative that he's got. 

Young baled hay for her family, handled their horses and chopped wood. Lots of wood. And when he'd take "the kid" with him around town, she 
said, her parents never worried because they knew she was in good hands. 

"You didn't find people [who were] like him as a rule," she said. 

There to remind them is Cy Young Lanes, a cement-block bowling alley off a side street on the west end of town. The place was built in '88 - 
that's 1988, so the pitcher never rolled a game there, no. The eight-lane alley opens from 6 p.m. "to whenever" on Friday and Saturday nights, 
a waitress said. And it's real popular for lunch most days. 

"I shook hands with Cy Young," said 73-year-old diner Dennis Belle, who was born and raised and taught school here and once served as 
mayor. "He always encouraged kids to play Little League." 

When folks ask Belle where he's from, the response is the down pat: where Cy Young and legendary Ohio State coach Woody Hayes were 
born -- in that order. (Technically, Young was born in nearby Gilmore.) 

"He's always first," he said, "because he's the greatest pitcher who ever lived. And he didn't just pitch one game a day, he'd pitch two games a 
day." 

The Temperance Tavern Museum, near the center of town, is also there to remind them. Upstairs in a converted bedroom, across from the 
Woody Hayes room, is the Cy Young exhibit. His life is retold in pictures and such relics as the tan dress hat and black high-top shoes he wore 
late in life. 

For his 80th birthday, the town threw a parade, gave him the key to the city and, according to a program from the event, served up a dinner of 
roast beef and mashed potatoes at the high school. Former Indians owner Bill Veeck and Ohio's governor were there. 

It's a legacy sometimes lost on youth. 



"I believe he played with Babe Ruth, I don't know much about it," said 21-year-old Justin Bradford, Newcomerstown born and raised, as he 
crossed the street. "Cy Young and Woody Hayes - I get them confused." 

There to remind him is a headstone on a hillside cemetery in Peoli, a mere speed bump on a winding road 10 miles east. 

Amid the rhythmic clip-clop of Amish buggies and distant buzz of chain saws prepping for winter, visitors look for the granite marker with a 
protruding winged baseball. Scribbled on a baseball someone had placed in a withered planter by his grave: "Cy Young ... Baseball Hall of 
Famer ... 511 wins ... Never had a sore arm." 

As a little reminder. 
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Does Cleveland Indians expanding front-office tree make it harder to make trades? Hey, Hoynsie 

Does familiarity with the Indians' way hurt their ability to make trades? 

Hey, Hoynsie: Do you think having so many former Tribe front office and on-field personnel in positions of power with other teams (John Hart in 
Atlanta, Mark Shapiro and Ross Atkins in Toronto, Neal Huntington in Pittsburgh, Derek Falvey in Minnesota, Bud Black in Colorado and Torey 
Lovullo in Arizona) is an advantage or disadvantage when it comes to making deals? On one hand both parties know what kind of people 
they’re dealing with. On the other they also have a very specific insight on the Tribe’s strategies. – Rory Wohl, Mountain View, Calif. 

Hey, Rory: I believe that dynamic has gotten in the way of a few deals. When executives come up in same organization, and are taught by the 
same people when it comes to player evaluation and putting a value on those players, I think it might be hard for those two parties to align. 

I don’t think it would be problem so much with Hart, Black or Lovullo. They’ve been gone from the organization for a long time. Hart was running 
the show in Atlanta when the Indians sent him Nick Swisher and Michael Bourn, right? 

Where a deal might be harder to reach fruition would be with Falvey and Shapiro and Atkins. Falvey, Shapiro and Atkins aren’t that far removed 
from the inner workings of the Tribe’s front office and still have a good feel for the talent on the 40-man roster and in the farm system. 
Huntington has been gone since 2007. 

Still, if both parties are committed to making a trade, it will get done. 

Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com 

Torey Lovullo  

Arizona's Torey Lovullo, who got his managerial start in the minors with the Indians, was named NL Manager of the Year on Tuesday night. 
(John Minchillo, Associated Press). 

 

Thumbs up for Tito and Torey 

Hey, Hoynsie: I believe Terry Francona is the best manager the Indians have had in my lifetime. Having said that how did the Tribe let Torey 
Lovullo get away? Was it a terrible decision to choose Manny Acta over Lovullo as manager after Eric Wedge was fired following the 2009 
season? – Bob Kehnast, West Unity. 

Hey, Bob: Nothing breeds success like success and Francona certainly has had that in his first five seasons as manager. It’s the best run for a 
Tribe manager since Mike Hargrove put together six straight winning seasons from 1994 through 1999. 

The difference, to me, is that we watched Hargrove become a good manager because that was his first big-league job. When the Indians hired 
Francona after the 2012 season, he was already good manager after eight great years in Boston. 

I believe the Indians started their managerial search after Wedge was fired in 2009 with a field of about 30 candidates. They narrowed that list 
and invited the finalists to Cleveland for interviews. Acta, Bobby Valentine and Lovullo were among the finalists. The Indians wanted to 
interview Don Mattingly, but he never showed. 

Lovullo managed several seasons in the Indians minor league system, but I don’t think Shapiro and Antonetti felt he was ready for a big-league 
job. Acta had already managed and coached in the big leagues. After getting passed over, Lovullo left the Indians and managed Class AAA 
Pawtucket for Boston. It was the break he needed. 

He managed Pawtucket in 2010 and joined John Farrell’s big league staff in Toronto in 2011. He returned to Boston with Farrell in 2013 and 
was hired by the Diamondbacks as manager for the 2017 season. On Tuesday night, he was named NL Manager of the Year. 

Giancarlo Stanton,Alex Avila  

Giancarlo Stanton, who hit 59 homers last season, is under contract with the Marlins for the next 10 years at $295 million. (John Bazemore, 
Associated Press). 

You heard wrong, brother 

Hey, Hoynsie: The Indians should go get Giancarlo Stanton. I heard he has one year remaining on his contract with the Marlins. With him in the 
lineup both Jay Bruce and Carlos Santana are replaced. -- Frank Moscioni, Frederick, Colo. 

Hey, Frank: Some advice between friends. Whoever told you Stanton has one year left on his contract, never listen to him again. 

Stanton has 10 years and $295 million left on his contract. 

Cleveland Indians vs. Chicago White Sox, October 4, 2017  

Chris Antonetti (left), president of baseball operations, has shown more than once that he's willing to make a trade to improve the Indians. 
(Chuck Crow, The Plain Dealer). 



 

Tribe needs to make a trade 

Hey, Hoynsie: I don’t think the Indians are going to be able to sign Carlos Santana or Jay Bruce. I’m not saying they should spend in a reckless 
manner, but this pitching staff needs some offensive help. That means the Indians are going to have to make some trades. I think they've been 
reluctant to do that in the past, but they have to trust their own perception. – Bob Earnest, Manfield. 

Hey, Bob: Believe me, the Indians would much rather make a trade because free agency is such risk. It’s just that trades are usually more 
difficult to make than a free agent signing. 

Still that did not stop them from acquiring Corey Kluber, Carlos Carrasco, Mike Clevinger, Trevor Bauer, Yan Gomes, Abraham Almonte, 
Michael Brantley, Nick Goody, Brandon Guyer, Andrew Miller and Dan Otero through trades. 

I think when a team gets to the point where the Indians are now, it might be easier to add a few finishing touches through free agency rather 
than giving up prospects or established talent in a trade. Still, I don't think that would stop them from making the right trade. 

Cleveland Indians, spring training, in Goodyear, Arizona  

Catching-third base prospect Francisco Mejia may be able to offer the Indians some offensive help in 2018. (Chuck Crow, The Plain Dealer). 

Is there help down on the farm? 

Hey, Hoynsie: What does the Tribe's farm system hold for next season’s big-league roster? Maybe they don’t have to sign free agents and they 
can afford to let Carlos Santana and Jay Bruce go and replace them with players from Class AAA? – Joshua Bourdrez, Cleveland. 

Hey, Joshua: I’d be surprised if the Indians don’t add a good big-league hitter this winter, especially if Santana and Bruce don’t return. It doesn’t 
look like that kind of player is in the minors right now. 

Maybe Yandy Diaz gets a longer look at third base. Francisco Mejia and Bobby Bradley might be able to help, but probably not at the start of 
the season. One way or the other, they’re going to have to go outside the organization for some offensive help. 

Pitching wise, they have some starting depth with Ryan Merritt, Shawn Morimando and Adam Plutko They always seem to come up with 
somebody who can help in the rotation or bullpen such as Tyler Olson did this year. 

 Has Yandy Diaz been forgotten? 

Hey, Hoynsie: Has Yandy Diaz fallen out of favor with Terry Francona? He seems to be an afterthought for the third base job next year. Has his 
lack of power been an unpleasant surprise? -- Marty Gitlin, North Olmsted. 

Hey, Marty: I don't think he's fallen out of favor. I think there's a good chance he goes to spring training favored to win the third base job 
depending on what happens this winter. 

When the Indians sent Diaz down to Class AAA Columbus early last season, they did so with instructions to have him try to alter his swing so 
he could put the ball in the air more. He's strong and hits the ball hard, but he's more of a line-drive hitter than a guy who hits the ball in the air. 

I thought he hit much better when he came up in late August, but so far his lack of power is a concern. It sounds like the Indians are going to 
keep him at third base, instead of bouncing him around the diamond, so that could help his hitting. 

They'd also like to see him become more dependable defensively. 

  

Corey Kluber’s Cy Young Award opens wounds of India ns’ quick ALDS exit |Jeff Schudel  

By Jeff Schudel, The News-Herald & The Morning Jour nal 
Corey Kluber won the American League Cy Young Award in a landslide with 28 first-place votes in the balloting announced on Nov. 15, which, 
fair or unfair, opens the wound of how his failure in the ALDS caused the Indians to exit the playoffs much sooner than anyone expected. 
 
Kluber, 18-4 in the regular season, started two games in the postseason but lasted only 6 1/3 innings. His ERA was 12.79. He gave up four 
home runs and nine earned runs. He got a no-decision in Game 2 and was the losing pitcher in Game 5. 
 
Francisco Lindor, Jose Ramirez, Edwin Encarnacion and Michael Brantley all failed the Indians at the plate. Those things happen to even the 
best hitters in the playoffs. But Kluber was so good in the regular season, especially after the All-Star break, that stumbling not once but twice 
against the Yankees is still hard to fathom. It was like Superman forgetting how to fly. 
 
“Regardless how tonight went, whether I finished first, second or third, 2017’s in the past,” Kluber said on a conference call. “I’m looking forward 
to 2018. My full focus is trying to win a World Series.” 
 
 
Manager Terry Francona hinted before Game 5 of the ALDS that Kluber’s back was bothering him. But then Francona walked back those 
comments, and, of course, Kluber would never use an injury as an excuse for getting knocked around in the pivotal game the way he did. He 
gave up two home runs and three earned runs in 3 2/3 innings in his biggest game of the season. 
 
To put that in perspective, Kluber’s shortest outing of the regular season, excluding pitching three innings on May 2 when he left with a back 
injury, was five innings on July 9 in a no-decision against the Tigers. 
 



“I thought from the beginning, he was having a hard time finding his comfort level in his mechanics,” Francona said the day before Game 5 but 
referring to Game 2. “I think it actually had gone back a couple games. He was getting a little low on that, kind of sitting on that back side. I think 
there are reasons for it. At times, I think he’s probably making sure that that back doesn’t act up or things like that. I think he’ll be fine 
tomorrow.” 
 
Who knows if the playoffs would have unfolded differently had Kluber’s final two starts in the regular season been skipped? 
 
“It’s a 162-game regular season,” Kluber said on the conference call. “I don’t think you’ll find anybody that’s 100 percent by the time the 
postseason rolls around. It was unfortunate we didn’t win that series (with the Yankees). All we can do is look forward to next year and try to 
have a better finish.” 
 
Still, the Cy Young Award is about how Kluber dominated over the 2017 season. His 18 victories tied Clayton Kershaw of the Dodgers for the 
most in the majors. His 2.25 ERA was the lowest in both leagues and his 265 strikeouts were third-best in baseball. He was 18-9 when he won 
the Cy Young Award in 2014. He is the first Indians player in franchise history to win two Cy Young Awards, and unlike CC Sabathia and Cliff 
Lee before him, Kluber will not go into 2018 on the trading block. He is signed through 2019 and club options in 2020 and 2021. 
 
The Indians should go into spring training next year as the favorites to win a third straight Central Division title. Once again, Kluber will be the 
anchor of one of the best pitching staffs in baseball. 
 
Kluber lost only one time in the regular season after July 4. He gave up two runs in 7 2/3 innings on Aug. 23 in a 6-1 loss to the Red Sox at 
Progressive Field. He was 11-1 after July 4. 
 
Nothing is guaranteed in baseball, but Kluber is as close to automatic as it gets — until he got to the playoffs in October. 
 
History shows Kluber will come back strong. And next October he’ll get the chance to make up for what happened last month. 
 
 


