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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1920-Edd Roush is ejected from the game for taking a nap in center field. He fell asleep while manager Pat Moran argued 

with the umpires and is ejected for holding up play when he will not wake up 

  

MLB.COM 
 

Reds win in 13th on Winker's walk-off homer 

Bullpen tosses 8 innings of 2-run ball to keep comeback in reach 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Jun. 7th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- The Reds have employed a four-man outfield rotation for most of this season. Jesse Winker was the odd-man out 

of the starting lineup for Thursday afternoon's 7-5 win over the Rockies at Great American Ball Park. Nevertheless, Winker was 

used as a pinch-hitter in the eighth, and he remained in the game in left field and definitely pulled his weight during a long 

afternoon. 

 

Winker went 3-for-3 and hit a two-run home run in the bottom of the 13th, the first walk-off homer in the big leagues for the 

outfielder. 

 

"A very fun day, and a fun win, for sure," Winker said. "Whenever your name gets called upon, you just want to help contribute, hit 

the ball and make the plays if you get them to help the team win." 

 

The win in the four-hour, 15 minute contest ended Cincinnati's losing streak at four, and it was the lone victory in the three-game set 

with Colorado. 

 

Joey Votto led off the 13th inning with the game tied at 5 and was hit by a Chris Rusin pitch. With one out and a 2-1 count, Winker 

drove a cutter deep to right field for his second homer of the season. 

 

"Joey getting on to start the inning was huge, obviously," said Winker, who is batting .263/.368/.357 in 54 games. "[Rusin] went 

fastball away, slider and then I thought he was going to go back to the fastball. I just recognized it and tried to put a good swing on 

it." 

 

Dylan Floro pitched three scoreless innings of relief to get the win. It was his second three-inning scoreless appearance of the season 

-- both tied for his career long. 

 

"He's really been outstanding," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. "Durable and effective. Sometimes, you get one or the 

other. You get someone who's durable, but ineffective or vice versa." 

 

Colorado carried a 5-2 lead into the eighth inning when Cincinnati started chipping away. The Reds seemed poised to go ahead on 

multiple occasions only to fall short. After the bases were loaded with no outs against Mike Dunn, right-hander Scott Oberg took 

over to face Votto, who was seeking his first RBI since May 16. Votto did not deliver the big hit, but Billy Hamilton scored on his 

groundout. It ended Votto's career-long 18-game streak without an RBI. 

 

Curt Casali was hit by a pitch from Rockies closer Wade Davis to lead off the ninth with the Reds down, 5-4. Davis' wild pitch to 

Scott Schebler scored Casali with the tying run. Schebler struck out to end the inning, sending the game into extras. 

 

Winker is splitting time in the outfield with Adam Duvall, Schebler and Hamilton. His subpar defense saw him sit during parts of a 

recent West Coast trip where there were larger outfields to cover. However, the overall at-bats for the four players have been close 

to evenly distributed. 

 



"That's our message to our guys," Riggleman said. "We have an outfielder sitting every day, but almost every day, they get in the 

ballgame. This thing of, 'I'm out of whack because I'm not playing every day,' you pretty much are. People aren't sitting that much. 

He came off the bench and was ready to help us." 

 

Winker's homer also marked the first time he hit a home run against a left-handed pitcher. He owns a .303 average vs. right-handers, 

but he is batting .161 lifetime vs. lefties. He has been watching Votto and Schebler in an effort to improve. 

 

"It's something, I think, as a left-handed hitter can be used against you -- whether you can or can't hit lefties for whatever reason," 

Winker said. "Baseball has always been that way. Any time you can do some damage against lefties or anything productive, I feel 

like it helps build your case. As a guy that wants to play every day, you've got to be able to hit lefties, righties, whoever." 

 

MOMENT THAT MATTERED 

Eugenio Suarez, who came into the day tied for second in the National League with 44 RBIs, missed his opportunity to complete the 

comeback. In the eight inning, Suarez drove in Schebler on a fielder's choice, with Suarez advancing to second base while Scooter 

Gennett was caught in a rundown. 

 

Winker came in to pinch-hit for Duvall and hit a single that bounced into right field. Suarez attempted to score the tying run from 

second base, but Carlos Gonzalez delivered a perfect throw to the plate, where Suarez was tagged out while not attempting a slide to 

end the inning. 

 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 

Reliever Michael Lorenzen was called upon to pinch-hit for Mahle in the bottom of the fifth and scorched a leadoff single into left 

field. According to Statcast™, the exit velocity of the hit off the 2-0 fastball from Anderson was 116.5 mph. It was the highest exit 

velocity the Reds have recorded since Statcast™ began tracking in 2015 -- and the hardest hit by any Major League pitcher in that 

span. 

 

HE SAID IT 

"They really played good. They have a good offensive club as well. Our pitchers did a good job. The blip on the screen today was 

Amir giving up a couple. He's been doing a great job for us. We had [eight] innings of relief pitching that only gave up a couple of 

runs. We'll take that." -- Riggleman on the Reds' bullpen. 

 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 

With one out and runners on the corners in the fourth inning, Rockies pitcher Tyler Anderson dropped a bunt towards first base 

where Votto turned and fired to second base for the force out. As Tony Wolters barreled into second base, shortstop Alex Blandino's 

throw was offline to break up the double play. 

 

The Reds challenged that Wolters' pop-up slide interfered, but the replay officials said there was no violation of the slide rule and 

the play was confirmed. 

 

UP NEXT 

The homestand will continue with the Cardinals coming to Great American Ball Park for a three-game series that opens at 7:10 p.m. 

ET on Friday. Matt Harvey will be seeking to rebound from his poorest outing as a Red when he starts against Luke Weaver. On 

Saturday vs. the Padres, Harvey allowed five runs (four earned) and six hits over five innings. He is 0-2 in four career starts vs. St. 

Louis despite a 2.05 ERA. 

 

 

This righty set a record for exit velo by a pitcher 

Lorenzen makes history with 116.5-mph hit as pinch-hitter vs. Rockies 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Jun. 7th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- The hardest-hit baseball by a Reds player over at least the past four seasons was scorched by … a pitcher? 

 

Yes, indeed. In the fifth inning, as Cincinnati trailed the Rockies by a 3-1 score on Thursday afternoon, reliever Michael Lorenzen 

was used as a pinch-hitter for starter Tyler Mahle to lead off. Given a 2-0 fastball by Rockies starter Tyler Anderson, Lorenzen 

connected and sharply lined a single to left field. 

 

"I was like, 'Man, I think that's pretty hard off the bat,'" Lorenzen said after the Reds 7-5 walk-off win at Great American Ball Park. 

 

According to Statcast™, the ball's exit velocity off Lorenzen's bat was 116.5 mph. It was the highest exit velocity a Reds hitter has 

recorded since Statcast™ began tracking in 2015. No other Cincinnati player had previously hit a ball that had more than a 115-mph 

exit velocity. 



 

Lorenzen's feat also happens to mark the hardest hit by a pitcher in the Majors since Statcast™ began tracking. 

 

"That's great," Lorenzen said. "Yeah, 2-0 count so I was sitting dead-red fastball for the 1-0 count, 2-0 count. Just swung hard and 

was able to barrel it up." 

 

Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman noticed the ball was hit hard, but he was surprised when told about the exit velocity. 

 

"Generally, when balls are hit real good, they're airborne when that happens," Riggleman said. "He's a strong kid. He can do that. 

We try to get him to focus on using the middle of the field, because you don't want him to air one out and get the injury that's so 

prominent in that rib cage area. He's aggressive. He's getting after it." 

 

Lorenzen, who played center field at Cal State Fullerton, is 2-for-9 as a pinch-hitter in his big league career. The last time a Reds 

pitcher connected for a hit as a pinch-hitter was when Lorenzen slugged a home run against Pirates pitcher Adam Morgan on April 

6, 2017, also at Great American Ball Park. 

 

On Aug. 19, 2016, Lorenzen hit a home run off Dodgers right-hander Pedro Baez after entering the game as a pitcher. 

 

"I work with Tony Jaramillo, our assistant hitting coach, daily in the cage and stuff," Lorenzen said. "All the stuff that I'm doing 

now is really what I'm learning from him, and he's helped me out tremendously. I take it extremely seriously. I take it as serious as I 

do pitching. If they rely on me to have pinch-hit at-bats, I want to be reliable." 

 

 

These 5 NL Central players are All-Star sleepers 

By Adam McCalvy MLB.com @AdamMcCalvy 

Jun. 7th, 2018 

 

Scooter Gennett might have been a good under-the-radar All-Star candidate entering the season. Not now. Everything Gennett is 

doing now is very much on baseball's radar. 

 

So, we'll look elsewhere for our list of the National League Central's non-obvious candidates for the 89th All-Star Game, for which 

online balloting began last week to determine the starting position players. You won't find Lorenzo Cain, Kris Bryant or Joey Votto 

here, and you won't find Gennett, waived by the Brewers during Spring Training in 2017 only to find smashing success with the 

Reds. 

 

"I can't say it's totally surprising, because the guy's always been a hitter," said Brewers assistant hitting coach Jason Lane, the man 

credited by Gennett for suggesting a mechanical adjustment that powered recent results. "Any time anyone has gone through some 

adversity and then had some success or pulled himself out of it, that's a great story. 

 

"It's great for other guys who go through the same thing, because it shows if you keep grinding, things can click. Things can turn 

around in a hurry. He's shown that." 

 

So, Gennett is disqualified, but here are some others in the National League Central making an All-Star case below baseball's 

national radar: 

 

Brewers: Jeremy Jeffress 

The case for him: Josh Hader is the most well-documented reliever in baseball this season, but Jeffress is just as valuable, if RE24 is 

your thing. That's a variation of win expectancy that takes into account the context of a player's contributions and is particularly 

useful for valuating relief pitchers. Jeffress excels in that stat despite often pitching in the middle innings because of his knack this 

season for escaping tight spots. Before a pair of inherited runners scored in Wednesday's 3-1 loss to the Indians, Jeffress had 

stranded 18 of 20. If standard starts are more your style, Jeffress is also strong there with a 0.59 ERA and 0.82 WHIP. 

 

"He's my catching partner, so he and I talk every day. His mentality is, 'I'm the best out there,'" Hader said. "He attacks every guy he 

faces with his best stuff. That's what I've learned from him. You have to know you're the best out there." 

 

Cardinals: Michael Wacha 

The case for him: The Cardinals' top All-Star candidates are all pitchers, with Wacha leading a field that also includes bullpen 

savior Bud Norris and flame-throwing rookie Jordan Hicks. Wacha, a 2015 All-Star in his first full Major League season, gets the 

nod for leading a starting staff that has missed injured ace Carlos Martinez. Wacha is 7-1 with a 2.41 ERA through Sunday's near-

no-hitter of the Pirates. 

 

"He's our horse right now," Cardinals catcher Francisco Pena said.  



 

Cubs: Javier Baez 

The case for him: There's no such thing as an under-the-radar Cub, and no one has ever accused Baez of being that, especially in a 

week in which he stole home one day and tumbled into the stands to catch a foul ball a few days later. But despite the slew of 

players the Cubs have sent to the Midsummer Classic in recent seasons, Baez has never participated, and that should change this 

year. Bryant is the Cubs' most obvious All-Star, but Baez is on track for career highs in home runs, OPS, wOBA and wRC+. The 

knock is that he doesn't walk, but no one tunes into the All-Star Game to watch hitters work walks. 

 

"His whole game is spectacular and as he matures as a hitter, I have no idea what he'll do, because he is one of the most exciting 

players in the game right now," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. 

 

Pirates: Francisco Cervelli 

The case for him: This one is obvious and under-the-radar all at once. Obviously, Cervelli is an All-Star for the first time in a career 

that spans 11 Major League seasons. But do fans outside of Pittsburgh recognize how good this former backup catcher has become? 

Among big league catchers with at least 100 plate appearances, Cervelli leads the way with a .392 wOBA, a 152 wRC+, 2.2 fWAR, 

and a .923 OPS while hitting .277 with eight home runs. The Dodgers' Yasmani Grandal is the only NL catcher with more home 

runs. Yadier Molina and Buster Posey have had a lock on All-Star Game duties for years, but Cervelli deserves a shot after 

overhauling his workout routine and diet over the winter. 

 

"I try to put the right gas in my car. I am a Ferrari," Cervelli said in Spring Training, "so I want to treat my car the right way." 

 

Reds: Eugenio Suarez 

The case for him: Gennett has all the helium, and Joey Votto is Joey Votto. Suarez, meanwhile, is playing a position headlined by 

All-Star Game mainstays Bryant and Nolan Arenado. But Suarez, who signed a seven-year, $66 million contract during Spring 

Training, has quietly been one of the NL's best third basemen despite his missing 16 games this season with a fractured right thumb. 

He leads the pack in wRC+ -- an effective stat to measure his production since it adjusts for the hitter-friendliness of Great 

American Ball Park. Only Arenado has a higher OPS, and Suarez entered Wednesday leading all NL hitters in slugging percentage. 

 

"He's been really clutch for us," Reds manager Jim Riggleman said. "We just keep running him out there. He's a heck of a player." 

 

 

Rotation not out of question when Bailey returns 

Reds' pitchers to stay on turn through next week's two off-days 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Jun. 7th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- Injured Reds pitcher Homer Bailey threw from flat ground on Thursday. Up next for Bailey appears to be a rehab 

assignment in the Minors. 

 

"Tentatively, he will be in a game I would say in the next four or five days," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. "Where, I 

don't know yet." 

 

Bailey was demoted to the bullpen last week after several poor starts in a row. But before he worked an inning in relief, he was 

placed on the 10-day disabled list with right knee inflammation on Saturday. 

 

Riggleman said the club decided that Bailey would continue throw on the side and pitch in his rehab games as a starter to keep him 

stretched out and keep his innings built up. 

 

"After he throws down there a couple of times, and we'll see how our guys are doing here, we might need him as a starter here," 

Riggleman said. "We'll just kind of see where it takes us, in terms of performances we get here, and see how he's doing there." 

 

In 12 starts this season, Bailey is 1-7 with a 6.68 ERA. Over his past seven starts, he has a 9.37 ERA. 

 

Pitchers to stay on turn, including Romano 

 

As Reds pitcher Sal Romano struggles to get back on track, he will not get skipped in the rotation amid upcoming off-days. 

Romano, who gave up five earned runs in five innings during Wednesday's 6-3 loss to the Rockies, will pitch again on Tuesday with 

an extra day of rest. With an off-day on Monday -- Romano's day to pitch on normal rest -- the club could have skipped him. 

 

"We're going to line [Romano] up that way, because if we [skipped him], then somebody else would pitch without the extra day of 

rest," Riggleman said. "So we're going to give them all the extra day." 

 



Romano is 3-7 with a 6.23 ERA this season, and has a 10.72 ERA over his past five starts. 

 

Speaking of off-days, the Reds have two next week that sandwich a two-game series in Kansas City. Riggleman isn't a fan of the 

added rest. 

 

"A little too much for me," he said. "You always like to have an off-day, but this little stretch we're going through is a little more 

than maybe what would be necessary. The 31st of May, we were off. Counting that, and you get to June 30, that's five days off. 

That's a lot. For pitchers, it gets you out of your routine. It's the same for everybody." 

 

Schebler squaring it up 

 

Reds right fielder Scott Schebler has been on a tear lately, and he is also continuing his season-long trend of blistering baseballs. On 

Tuesday vs. Colorado, Schebler hit a solo home run that had an exit velocity of 110 mph, according to Statcast™, and traveled 424 

feet to right field. For the season, he's 40th in the Major Leagues with a 90.9-mph average exit velocity -- an uptick from the 88.8 

percent he had last season. The left-handed hitter is also barreling batted balls 11.7 percent of the time, up from 10.2 in 2017. 

 

"You just want to square it up," Schebler said. "It's something I've always done, hit the ball hard. It's more of an approach thing. I'm 

definitely not up there saying, 'I want to hit the ball 110 mph off of the bat.' I feel like when I came back [from the disabled list on 

April 20], I was barreling balls that were going right at people. This last little bit, they've been falling for me." 

 

Schebler extended a seven-game hitting streak in Thursday's 7-5 walk-off win against the Rockies at Great American Ball Park after 

going 3-for-6 with a double and an RBI. He has a .277 average and a .348 on-base percentage -- which would be the highest of his 

career if he sustains it for the season. That's also part of his approach -- trying to be more selective. 

 

During a conversation with hitting coach Don Long, Schebler was given a chart that showed where the pitches were that he swung 

at. 

 

"I was swinging at the high pitches. Once you start chasing and you get into swing mode, you're chasing everything," Schebler said. 

"Even in BP, you can work on something like that. If I take a pitch in BP, I count that as one of my swings. It's an attention to detail, 

that's what it is. I feel like it comes from our skipper. He's a big attention to detail guy." 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Jesse Winker hits 1st career walk-off homer to give Cincinnati Reds a 7-5, 13-inning win 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 5:11 p.m. ET June 7, 2018 | Updated 6:19 p.m. ET June 7, 2018 

 

The obligatory mob of teammates were waiting for Jesse Winker at the plate, water bottles in hand ready to drench. 

 

“It’s the best scene coming around third and seeing that," Winker said.  

 

Winker's first career walk-off home run lifted the Cincinnati Reds  to a 7-5, 13-inning win over the Colorado Rockies before a 

crowd of 15,957 at Great American Ball Park Thursday afternoon. 

 

Joey Votto led off the 13th for the Reds and was hit by a pitch. An out later, Winker hit a 2-1, 88-mph fastball from left-hander 

Chris Rusin out to right-center.  

 

“Joey getting on to start the inning was huge, obviously," Winker said. "He went fastball away, slider and then I thought he was 

going to go back to the fastball. I just recognized it and tried to put a good swing on it.” 

 

The Reds needed that. Had they gone quietly – they entered the eighth down 5-2 – it would have completed the Colorado three-

game sweep and been the Reds' fifth straight loss and eighth in 10 games.  

 

"We played hard," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. "We played hard the last two nights, but we didn't play good. Today, 

we played good and played hard, and we won the ballgame. You feel like you've got to win every game.  You do anything you can 

do to try to win a ballgame. 

 

"It doesn't have anything to do with last few days. Those days are gone. We're focusing on today, and we got one today." 

 

Winker started the day on the bench. He entered in the eighth as a pinch-hitter for Adam Duvall. The four-man outfield rotation has 

been talked about a lot recently. It sounds like Riggleman is tired of talking about it. 



 

"That's our message to our guys," Riggleman said. "We have an outfielder sitting every day, but almost every day they get in the 

ballgame. This thing of 'I'm out of whack because I'm not playing every day.' You pretty much are. People aren't sitting that much. 

He came off the bench and was ready to help us." 

 

Winker seemed like the odd man out briefly, but he's been playing as much as any of the four lately.  

 

“A very fun day and a fun win for sure," he said. "Whenever your name gets called upon, you just want to help contribute, hit the 

ball and make the plays if you get them and help the team win.” 

 

Before the late rallies, the Reds appeared headed to an uninspiring loss.  

 

Rookie right-hander Tyler Mahle went five innings and allowed three runs (two earned) on six hits. He walked two and struck out 

six. Again, his pitch count crept up rapidly. He needed 96 pitches (65 strikes) to get the 15 outs.  

 

The game did not start well for the Reds defensively. Shortstop Alex Blandino’s error allowed DJ LeMahieu to reach to start the 

game. He went to third on Charlie Blackmon’s single. 

 

Carlos Gonzalez hit into what was first ruled a fielder’s choice to get LeMahieu home. The replay was reviewed and changed to a 

double play.  

 

The Reds tied it in the second. Duvall singled and scored on Curt Casali’s double. That play was reviewed as well. The call was 

upheld. 

 

The Rockies took the lead back with a run in the third and another in the fourth. 

 

The Reds closed it 3-2 in the fifth. Pinch-hitter Michael Lorenzen singled. The ball came off his bat at 116.5 mph – the hardest ball 

hit by a Red since they began keeping track. Lorenzen was eliminated on Billy Hamilton’s fielder’s choice. But Scott Schebler got 

Hamilton in with a double to left.  

 

When Amir Garrett gave up two in the sixth to make it 5-2, it looked like the Reds were done.  

 

The Reds rallied in the eighth. They loaded the bases with no outs. Votto got a run in on a 4-3 groundout, and Eugenio Suarez got 

another in with a fielder's choice.   

 

Pinch-hitter Winker followed with a single into right, but Gonzalez easily threw Suarez out at the plate.  

 

The Reds tied it against Rockies closer Wade Davis in the ninth. Curt Casali was hit by a pitch to start the inning. After Brandon 

Dixon struck out, Jose Peraza singled. With Billy Hamilton at the plate, both runners advanced on a wild pitch. Hamilton struck out.  

 

With Scott Schebler at the plate, Davis bounced one, allowing Casali to score the tying run. Schebler ended up striking out. 

 

Dylan Floro pitched the 11th, 12th and 13th to give Reds a chance to win.  

 

"He's done that before for us," Riggleman said. "He's really been outstanding. Durable and effective. Sometimes, you get one or the 

other. You get someone who's durable but ineffective or vice versa." 

 

 

Michael Lorenzen provides hardest hit by Cincinnati Reds hitter in StatCast era 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 6:03 p.m. ET June 7, 2018 

 

When reporters approached Michael Lorenzen’s locker following the Reds’ 7-5 victory over the Colorado Rockies on Thursday, he 

had a confused look on his face. 

 

His contribution to the win was a pinch-hit single to left field in the fifth inning. 

 

What’s so special about that? 

 

According to StatCast, Lorenzen’s single had an exit velocity of 116.5 mph. It was the highest exit velocity by a Reds hitter since 

StatCast started tracking data in 2015. 

 



Among all the swings by Reds’ hitters in the last three seasons, Lorenzen’s had the most punch behind it. 

 

“I work with Tony Jaramillo, our assistant hitting coach, daily in the cage and stuff,” Lorenzen said. “All the stuff that I’m doing 

now is really what I’m learning from him and he’s helped me out tremendously. I take it extremely seriously. I take it as serious as I 

do pitching. If they rely on me to have pinch-hit at-bats, I want to be reliable.” 

 

Lorenzen, who was only used as a pinch-hitter after pitching two innings Wednesday, knew he hit it hard. With a 2-0 count, he was 

just waiting for a fastball against Rockies starter Tyler Anderson. 

 

According to StatCast, it was the hardest hit by any Major League pitcher since it started tracking data. 

 

When Reds manager Jim Riggleman learned it was the hardest hit by anyone on the team, it took him by surprise. 

 

“Lorenzen’s single? Wow,” Riggleman said. “I knew he hit that real good but I didn't give it any thought. Generally, you think of 

balls that are a little more airborne when that happens.” 

 

Lorenzen started the season on the disabled list, suffering a right shoulder strain in Spring Training. Thursday marked the second 

time he’s been used as a pinch-hitter this year.  

 

A former two-way standout as an outfielder at Cal State Fullerton, Lorenzen is 2-for-9 as a pinch-hitter in his career. 

 

“He's a strong kid,” Riggleman said. “He can do that. We try to get him to focus on using the middle of the field because you don't 

want him to air on out and get the injury that's so prominent in that rib cage area. But he's aggressive.” 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds pitcher Homer Bailey could start rehab assignment in 4 or 5 days 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 12:12 p.m. ET June 7, 2018 | Updated 12:13 p.m. ET June 7, 2018 

 

When Homer Bailey throws his next pitch in a game, it’ll be as a starter on a rehab assignment in the minor leagues. 

 

Bailey, who was taken out of the rotation when Anthony DeSclafani returned from an oblique injury, was placed on the 10-day 

disabled list Saturday with right knee inflammation. 

 

“Tentatively, he will be in a game I would say in the next four or five days,” Reds Interim Manager Jim Riggleman said. “Where I 

don’t know yet. That would be the plan.” 

 

In Bailey’s last six starts, he allowed 30 earned runs and 50 hits across 27 ⅔ innings pitched (9.76 ERA). Riggleman announced 

Bailey would move to the bullpen, but he never made an appearance before he was placed on the DL. 

 

Riggleman said Thursday that Bailey could return as a starter when he’s activated on the big league roster.   

 

“After he throws down there a couple of times, we’ll see how our guys are doing here. We might need him as a starter here,” 

Riggleman said. “We’ll just kind of see where it takes us in terms of performances we get here and see how he’s doing there.” 

 

CASALI MEETS NEW TEAM: In his first week with a new team, Reds catcher Curt Casali has tried to catch as many pitchers as 

possible in side sessions and off-day bullpens. 

 

It’s a crash course on learning how each pitcher likes to work. 

 

“Talking with them is usually best,” Casali said. “Tucker (Barnhart) has been great help to decipher what they’ve got going on and 

what pitches they like to use and all that stuff. He’s been a big help.” 

 

Casali was traded to the Reds in exchange for cash from the Tampa Bay Rays on May 31. He was hitting .274 with four homers and 

20 RBI in 28 games at Triple-A Durham before the deal. 

 

He introduced himself to his new team with a solo home run in his first at-bat. 

 

“I’ve shown some power in the past in the big leagues and hopefully I can keep it up,” Casali said. “In terms of picturing a better at-

bat for my first one, that was as good as I could do.” 

 



Along with learning to blend into a new clubhouse and adjusting to the National League, the Reds’ current homestand marked his 

first time in Cincinnati. 

 

REMEMBERING RED: Riggleman was a first-base coach with the St. Louis Cardinals in 1989 and 1990, which gave him a chance 

to spend time around Red Schoendienst, who died Wednesday at 95. 

 

Schoendienst, elected by the Veterans Committee to the Hall of Fame in ’89, served as an unofficial bench coach with the Cardinals 

when Riggleman was on staff. 

 

“His closest friend was Stan Musial and you would never know those guys had ever even played baseball,” Riggleman said. “They 

didn’t talk about their achievements. They were just great, humble people. A wonderful man.” 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Michael Lorenzen quenches thirst to compete on mound, at bat and versus Bryce Harper 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 1m ago  

 

Michael Lorenzen stands on the mound, peering just over his glove at Bryce Harper in the batter’s box. 

 

These two have played on the same fields for more than a dozen years, starting when they were just 12, a pair of the game’s 

brightest young players. 

 

Well, there was Harper and everyone else. 

 

Even at 12, Harper “was an absolute stud,” Lorenzen recalled on Thursday. Lorenzen wasn’t so bad himself –an exceptional athlete, 

then more of an outfielder than a pitcher. 

 

“I mean, I wasn’t the best. But I wasn’t too bad, no,” Lorenzen notes. 

 

Then, like now, Lorenzen could run and throw and hit. Thursday afternoon, even as a big-leaguer, Lorenzen showed off his 

multitude of talents with a pinch-hit single measured by Major League Baseball’s StatCast at 116.5 mph off the bat – a record for a 

pitcher and harder than any ball Harper’s hit this year. 

 

But let’s get back to this at-bat. 

 

Darkness surrounds both pitcher and hitter, fans are a blur, the only evidence of their existence is a dull roar of sound and the sight 

of flashes from cameras. 

 

Harper stares down Lorenzen as he walks to the plate, Lorenzen with his eye on the opponent, neither man blinking. 

 

For some reason, you think of the hard work that each has put into this nondescript moment, the noise, the focus – everything points 

toward this being a big moment for both. Harper’s wearing the home whites, Lorenzen the Reds’ road grays. It’s not said anywhere, 

but we just assume it’s the bottom of the ninth (it’s dark outside) and Harper can win the game with a single swing. Harper has 

worked all offseason for this, pumping iron, thinking about how to approach this at-bat, the one that means everything. 

 

We look deep into Harper’s blue eyes and see Lorenzen deliver a pitch – a cutter, according to Lorenzen – and Harper unloads on 

the pitch. You hear a thunderous sound, see the powerful swing and Harper tracking the ball down the right-field line and then… 

Gatorade. 

 

Gatorade. 

 

It’s a commercial, shot last January at a minor-league park near Lorenzen’s off-season home in Southern California. 

 

“You don’t necessarily know what happens with the baseball,” Lorenzen said. “That’s up for interpretation for what happens to the 

baseball. My friends and family say I jammed him. I jammed him with the cutter and missed the barrel. That’s how I’m going with 

it.” 

 

In real life, the two have faced off in the big leagues four times. Lorenzen’s walked Harper twice, gotten him to fly out once and has 

given up an RBI single, so while Harper’s had more success against Lorenzen in the big leagues, he hasn’t homered off of him. 

 

“I’m sure we have tons of matchups left in our careers,” Lorenzen said. 



 

Growing up in Southern California as a baseball prodigy, Lorenzen played with and against more players in the big leagues than he 

can recall. Thursday as he went to the plate against the Rockies, he tapped the shin guards of catcher Tony Wolters with the end of 

his bat. The two played together in Orange County for years growing up. He played travel ball with Harper and then when you add 

showcases and the such, you bring in just about everyone his age including former MVPs like Harper and Kris Bryant. 

 

So there they were again in January at LoanMart Field in Rancho Cucamonga, California, two players who have been on the field 

together many times, doing it once more, with the stakes the lowest they’ve ever been. Both are walking away winners, no matter 

what the script says. 

 

Lorenzen and Harper share an agent, Scott Boras, and the Reds’ pitcher got the call this offseason asking if he’d be interested. 

Because the script implies, at least, that Harper wins the battle, Lorenzen took a couple of days to consider it. In the end, he said, the 

decision was easy. 

 

“I just thought it’d be dumb to turn it down for that much money and it took me like an hour to do and it was local, right by my 

house,” Lorenzen said. “It was a good experience, I had a great time doing it. I liked it. All my family loves watching it. Everyone 

that’s close to me gets extremely excited when it comes on, so I’m happy I did it.” 

 

These are the kind of opportunities that come with being a big-leaguer. The 26-year-old has appeared in six games since coming off 

the disabled list and has allowed just two runs in 11 innings, including two scoreless on Wednesday, his first outing since his four-

inning save last Friday. Life, off the disabled list, is good. He’s fortified a bullpen that’s been used quite a bit this season as the 

starting rotation has continued to struggle. 

 

“I’m comfortable with anything as long as I’m out there playing,” Lorenzen said. “The only thing I’m not comfortable with is 

sitting. That’s what it comes down to, to be honest.” 

 

And that includes his off-season activities. The commercial was something new, something interesting while still finding himself on 

a familiar stage with a familiar “foe.” 

 

“This is all fun, I love every aspect of being a Major League Baseball player, I try to enjoy it as much as I possibly can,” Lorenzen 

said. “I embrace that while I can. Some people don’t like it, but I enjoy it. Thinking about me being a kid, you see someone on a 

Wheaties box, your favorite athlete and it’s awesome.” 

 

 

Rosecrans: Avoiding 100 Reds losses – what’s gone wrong and what can be done 

By C. Trent Rosecrans Jun 8, 2018     

 

CINCINNATI – With 99 games left following Thursday’s 7-5, 13-inning Reds victory over the Rockies, the biggest question 

remaining for the 2018 season is if the Reds can avoid 100 losses. 

 

The team has lost 100 games only once in its history, despite flirting with the number over the last several years, averaging 95 losses 

a year and losing as many as 98 in 2015. 

 

At 22-41, the worst the Reds can do and avoid the 100-loss mark is 41-58, a winning percentage of .414. (Their current winning 

percentage is .349). The Reds are better since the 3-15 start under Bryan Price, playing at a .422 clip, enough to end the season at 

64-98. 

 

Entering Thursday, the Reds’ Pythagorean record – the expected win-loss based on runs scored and runs allowed – was 24-39, a 

.381 winning percentage. If the team wins and loses at that rate the rest of the season, it would finish with a 62-100 record. 

 

FanGraphs.com, before Thursday’s game, projected a Reds record of 45-55 the rest of the way, good for a 66-96 finish. FanGraphs 

doesn’t have any team finishing with 100 losses. 

 

Baseball Prospectus’ PECOTA also predicts the Reds will be better the rest of the way, putting them at 47-53 over the final 100 

games (not including Thursday’s win). That would give them a final record of 68-94. 

 

That’s not to say anyone expected the Reds to contend this season – but they weren’t expected to be this bad. 

 

So what’s happened in the first 63 games? 

 

• PITCHING WOES: As always, it all starts with pitching. 

 



This was supposed to be better – it had to be better than last year, right? 

 

The Reds put up a 5.17 ERA a year ago, the second-worst mark in baseball. The starters had a 5.55 ERA. The team’s leader in 

innings pitched was Tim Adleman, who is now in Korea, with 122.1. The only other pitcher with more than 100 innings was Scott 

Feldman (111.1), who isn’t pitching anywhere this season. 

 

The pitching has been worse so far this season. The team has an overall ERA of 5.01 (29th in baseball), and the starters own the 

worst ERA in baseball at 5.76. 

 

The starting pitching was supposed to be better, if only because of a healthy Homer Bailey and Brandon Finnegan. Both have since 

been demoted, Bailey (1-7, 6.68 ERA) to the bullpen and Finnegan (0-3, 7.40 ERA) to Triple-A Louisville. 

 

Tyler Mahle (23), Luis Castillo (25) and Sal Romano (24) have pitched the most innings for the Reds, but none has shown the 

consistent promise he did last year. 

 

Things haven’t been much better down at Triple-A, where Robert Stephenson is 4-5 with a 4.11 ERA, Cody Reed is 0-4 with a 4.69 

ERA and Jose Lopez is 2-5 with a 4.19 ERA. 

 

Anthony DeSclafani returned and offers at least some hope. DeSclafani missed the first two months of the season with an oblique 

injury. He did the same two years ago and went 9-5 with a 3.28 ERA. 

 

Matt Harvey has gone 1-2 with a 4.44 ERA in five starts, but he is unlikely to be around after the trade deadline. 

 

You’d think the Reds’ starting pitching would be better the rest of the way, but that was the same assumption we had coming into 

the season. 

 

• DEFENSIVE STRUGGLES: Even as bad as the Reds have been the past of couple years, the one thing you could count on was 

defense. 

 

The easiest way to measure team defense is using defensive efficiency, which is basically the number of balls put in play that are 

turned into outs (minus home runs). The Reds were 23rd in defensive efficiency heading into Thursday’s game. The Reds were 10th 

last season, and they were eighth the prior year. 

 

All defensive statistics have their issues, but according to FanGraphs.com’s defensive runs saved, only three Reds are positive in 

that measure – catcher Tucker Barnhart, left fielder Adam Duvall and first baseman Joey Votto among qualified players. Only Billy 

Hamilton, Duvall and Votto have a positive Ultimate Zone Rating, while Barnhart, Hamilton, Duvall and José Peraza are the only 

regulars with a positive defensive WAR by FanGraphs.com. Scott Schebler, who doesn’t have enough innings to qualify, rates 

positively in right field in all three categories, while Jesse Winker has negative marks in both left and right fields. 

 

• OUTFIELDERS’ ANEMIC BATS: Aside from Peraza at shortstop, the team’s infield has been solid. Even including Peraza, the 

everyday infield of Barnhart, Votto, Scooter Gennett, Peraza and Eugenio Suárez have put up a slash line of .279/.346/.426. The 

four-man outfield rotation, on the other hand, has a slash line of .227/.314/.368. 

 

So, what’s to be done the rest of the season? 

 

• ADDING SENZEL?: Nick Senzel should make his debut at some point, but he spent time on the disabled list in Triple-A with 

vertigo and he’s hitting .263/.346/.432 in 31 games with the Bats. 

 

Senzel is one of the game’s best prospects, but his numbers in Triple-A are bettered by the players with the big-league club at the 

two positions he plays – second base and third base. 

 

Reds President of Baseball Operations Dick Williams said earlier this season that the team would bring up Senzel when he’s playing 

well and there’s a place to play him every day, which brings us to what’s next on the list – the trade deadline. 

 

• SELLING HIGH: The Reds need to maximize the return they can get on their assets, something that hasn’t materialized in the 

past. 

 

Aside from the Aroldis Chapman deal, the team’s recent trades have neither been the disasters fans see them as or the clear-cut wins 

the Reds try to spin. 

 



One of the biggest mistakes in the current rebuild has been the timing of many of the trades. The Chapman trade came while he was 

under investigation for a domestic incident. Johnny Cueto was merely a rental, Jay Bruce’s trade value wasn’t as high as Reds fans 

like to believe and the same could be said for Todd Frazier. 

 

The most obvious trade candidate is Harvey, whom the Reds acquired so they could trade him. Even though he was once one of the 

game’s biggest stars, he will have his doubters, but should still net more in prospect value than the player for whom he was traded, 

Devin Mesoraco. 

 

Gennett is under team control for another year, but he’s blocking Senzel and is in line for a big payday in arbitration next year. 

While there wasn’t much of a market for him following last season, his first half may increase that market because he’s not only 

matching what he did in his breakout season of 2017, he’s improving upon it. 

 

The Reds received interest in Billy Hamilton this offseason, but it’s become harder to even dream on a higher offensive upside 

because of his performance this season. He’s hitting .195/.285/.279 after going 0 for 4 with a walk on Thursday. 

 

Still, Hamilton’s speed and defense are elite and he could be attractive to a team that plays in a big ballpark. The more he struggles 

offensively, the less his value. Like Gennett, Hamilton is due to hit free agency following the 2019 season. 

 

But the biggest trade chip the team has is closer Raisel Iglesias. 

 

Iglesias, 28, won’t be eligible for free agency until after the 2021 season. He’s a dominant bullpen arm and is not only under team 

control for three more years after this season, he’s under an affordable contract. 

 

That makes Iglesias attractive to any contender, and therefore a valuable trade asset. It also means the Reds don’t have to trade him 

unless they’re bowled over. Waiting another year or two could still net a quality return, assuming Iglesias stays healthy. 

 

Even the most optimistic projection doesn’t have the Reds ready to contend until at least the 2020 season, so what good is an elite 

closer when he has no games to close? 

 

• KEEP DEVELOPING: Once the team gets minor-league prospects, it needs to continue to develop them. Barnhart and Votto are 

homegrown, as were Winker and Hamilton, while many of the other team’s starters were imported. Mahle and Romano are the only 

players in the rotation drafted and developed by Cincinnati. 

 

Much of the team’s best talent is still in the lower minors and isn’t expected to reach the big leagues soon. Half of the franchise’s 

Baseball America’s Top 10 prospects are at Class A – of the other five, two are in the big leagues (Winker and Mahle) and only 

Senzel is at Triple-A. 

 

In the end, the difference between 99 loss and 100 is probably more of a marketing concern than anything else. Losing more games 

has its advantages in draft picks and signing pools, but another year of losing isn’t going to help a fan base that has already grown 

tired of hearing a plea for patience without any obvious return. 

 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
 

Winker’s homer in 13th sends Reds over Rockies 7-5 

 By JOE KAY 

 

CINCINNATI (AP) — One out away from their second sweep at Great American Ball Park, the Rockies let another one slip away. 

The late-inning losses are piling up and wearing them down. 

 

Jesse Winker hit a two-run homer in the 13th inning, completing the Cincinnati Reds’ late rally to a 7-5 victory on Thursday that 

averted a sweep by Colorado. 

 

The Rockies blew a lead with two outs in the ninth and lost for the fifth time in seven games. They’ve relinquished leads leads in all 

of the five losses, with the bullpen melting down repeatedly. 

 

“We’re going through a very difficult time right now with a few guys, for sure,” manager Bud Black said. “We’re addressing this on 

a daily basis. We’ve just got to get to the point where guys are returning to a track-record performance, and right now it’s not 

happening.” 

 



Left-hander Chris Rusin (0-2) hit Joey Votto with a pitch to open the 13th. Winker connected on his first game-ending homer , 

finishing the longest game for both teams this season. His teammates were waiting at home to celebrate his second homer of the 

season. 

 

“That’s the best scene, coming around third and seeing that,” Winker said. “It felt great.” 

 

Dylan Floro (2-1) allowed a pair of singles over three innings. He batted in the 12th and grounded out. 

 

Left-hander Tyler Anderson gave up a pair of runs while going seven innings for only the second time this season, leaving with a 5-

2 advantage before Colorado’s bullpen helped Cincinnati rally. 

 

The Reds loaded the bases off Mike Dunn with no outs in the eighth, helped by two walks. 

 

“I blew it for the guys today,” said Dunn, whose ERA rose to 9.00. “I couldn’t even get a guy out, so I’d better figure it out 

quickly.” 

 

Scott Oberg replaced Dunn and limited Cincinnati to a pair of runs with the help of Carlos Gonzalez. The right fielder’s throw to the 

plate that nailed Eugenio Suarez, who tried to score the tying run from second on Winker’s single. 

 

Wade Davis then blew a save in the ninth for only the third time this season. Pitching on the third straight day, Davis hit a batter, 

gave up Jose Peraza’s single and threw a wild pitch. With two outs, Davis threw another wild pitch to Scott Schebler that tied it 5-5. 

He then fanned Schebler. 

 

The Rockies got three runs in five innings off Tyler Mahle, including Anderson’s squeeze bunt that made it 3-1 in the fourth. 

 

EXTRA, EXTRA ... 

 

The Rockies are 3-2 in extra innings. The Reds are 4-2. 

 

NOT-SO-WILD THING 

 

It was only the third time in Davis’ 333 career appearances that he threw two wild pitches in an outing. The others were June 9, 

2017, against the Padres, and June 3, 2018, against the Dodgers. 

 

TAKE A BOW 

 

With a Reds runner on second base in the fifth inning, five-time Gold Glove third baseman Nolan Arenado dove to get Alex 

Blandino’s grounder down the line, and then threw from his knee to get the final out of the inning. 

 

PINCH HITTER 

 

Reds reliever Michael Lorenzen had a pinch-hit single in the fifth while batting for Mahle, the first pinch hit by a Reds pitcher since 

Lorenzen homered off Pittsburgh’s Adam Morgan on April 6, 2017. 

 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

 

Rockies: Catcher Tony Wolters was hit by pitches twice and was shaken up after he slid hard into Alex Blandino on a forceout play 

in the fourth inning. Wolters was visited by a trainer before he left the field. He finished the game. 

 

Reds: Homer Bailey will make a rehab start in a minor league game within the next four or five days. Manager Jim Riggleman said 

Thursday he could return to the rotation when he’s recovered from a sore left knee. The Reds thought about moving Bailey to the 

bullpen because of his poor showings — 1-7 with a 6.68 ERA — but instead put him on the 10-day DL. 

 

UP NEXT 

 

Rockies: Return home to start a series against Arizona. German Marquez (4-5) is 0-3 in his career against the Diamondbacks with a 

3.79 ERA. 

 

Reds: Matt Harvey makes his sixth start for the Reds — he’s 1-2 with a 4.44 ERA since Cincinnati got him in a trade with the Mets. 

The Reds open a three-game home series against the Cardinals, who have won the last 11 games between the teams. 

 



Transactions 
 

06/08/18  

Cleveland Indians signed free agent LHP Ronald Parra to a minor league contract. 

 

06/07/18  

Chicago White Sox optioned LHP Aaron Bummer to Charlotte Knights. 

Tampa Bay Rays designated 1B Brad Miller for assignment. 

Tampa Bay Rays recalled Jake Bauers from Durham Bulls. 

Detroit Tigers optioned Ronny Rodriguez to Toledo Mud Hens. 

Detroit Tigers activated RHP Alex Wilson from the 10-day disabled list. 

Oakland Athletics activated RHP Paul Blackburn from the 60-day disabled list. 

Oakland Athletics optioned C Bruce Maxwell to Nashville Sounds. 

Oakland Athletics transferred CF Boog Powell from the 10-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Right knee sprain. 

St. Louis Cardinals designated RHP Preston Guilmet for assignment. 

St. Louis Cardinals activated 2B Greg Garcia. 

St. Louis Cardinals sent C Steven Baron outright to Memphis Redbirds. 

Boston Red Sox recalled LHP Jalen Beeks from Pawtucket Red Sox. 

Kansas City Royals recalled Paulo Orlando from Omaha Storm Chasers. 

St. Louis Cardinals sent RHP Greg Holland on a rehab assignment to Memphis Redbirds. 

St. Louis Cardinals sent RHP Matt Bowman on a rehab assignment to Memphis Redbirds. 

Minnesota Twins transferred C Jason Castro from the 10-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Right knee meniscus tear. 

Minnesota Twins optioned RHP Trevor May to Rochester Red Wings. 

Los Angeles Dodgers placed LHP Tony Cingrani on the 10-day disabled list. Left shoulder strain. 

Los Angeles Dodgers optioned LHP Caleb Ferguson to Oklahoma City Dodgers. 

Los Angeles Dodgers recalled LHP Edward Paredes from Oklahoma City Dodgers. 

Los Angeles Dodgers recalled RHP Pedro Baez from Oklahoma City Dodgers. 

Miami Marlins recalled RHP Trevor Richards from New Orleans Baby Cakes. 

Miami Marlins optioned RHP Tyler Cloyd to New Orleans Baby Cakes. 

Chicago White Sox selected the contract of LHP Xavier Cedeno from Charlotte Knights. 

Boston Red Sox optioned LHP Bobby Poyner to Pawtucket Red Sox.  

 

 


