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Desmond confident he’ll thrive in move to CF 
Blackmon shifts to LF; Black says center is 33-year old’s ‘best position’ 
 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Feb. 17, 2019 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- At an age that is generally considered to be past an athlete's prime, Ian Desmond will try to rely 

more on his speed as the Rockies move him to center field. 

"It's humbling to be able to do this at 33 years old," said Desmond, who makes the switch as Charlie Blackmon moves to 

left field in a decision designed in part to decrease Blackmon's wear and tear. "God blessed me with the ability to get 

faster and maintain strength and all that stuff at 33. We'll see what happens." 

Blackmon, 32, has played a club-record 691 games in center field, which includes a lot of games in the middle of Coors 

Field's vast center field. So in center, the Rockies are turning to Desmond, who played mostly left field upon joining the 

club in 2017 and primarily first base last year. 

In 2016, the year before he joined the Rockies for five years and $70 million, Desmond signed with the Rangers and 

converted from shortstop to the outfield. He played the first two games of that season in left field before he was thrown 

into center. Desmond's .899 OPS before the All-Star break earned him a spot in the Midsummer Classic. Defensively, 

though, he finished with nine errors (eight fielding, one throwing) in center field, which were tied with the Phillies' Odubel 

Herrera for most in the Majors. 

Blackmon has noted that the flight of the ball will be an adjustment for Desmond, especially at Coors Field, where balls 

tend to stay truer in their flight path than on the road. But Desmond has time to prepare. Rockies manager Bud Black 

alerted him of the possibility of playing center field at the end of last season. 

"I'm really fortunate they gave me a heads-up early in the offseason that this is something that would be a possibility," 

Desmond said, "so I was able to get my legs underneath me, strengthen and prepare for it. 

MEDIA CLIPS – Feb. 18, 2019 

http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/546318/odubel-herrera
http://m.mlb.com/player/546318/odubel-herrera
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"What Charlie has done, being able to play center field in Colorado and being able to play as many games as he does, is 

something that's not an easy task. I know I've got a handful in front of me." 

Black believes Desmond's history as a middle-of-the-diamond player will help him handle it. 

"Because of that versatility over his time as a Rockie, we knew that we could do certain things," Black said. "Primarily, 

you'll see him more as an outfielder, and primarily more as a center fielder. That's his best position. But he's also shown 

the ability to play left field, too, if that occurs." 

Desmond also will take a fresh approach offensively. Last year, he had a .235/.307/.422 slash line, with the highest 

percentage of ground balls in the Majors. Desmond did hit 22 homers to go with 88 RBIs (a combination accomplished 53 

times in Rockies history). 

Desmond had a chance meeting with new Rockies hitting coach Dave Magadan at a Bradenton, Fla., golf course -- 

around the time Magadan was hired -- during the offseason to begin communication. 

"Everyone knew him when he played as a pure hitter. That's certainly not something I've ever been tabbed," Desmond 

said. "To be able to pick his brain and to have him keep an eye on me, be able to talk approach, it's going to be an 

exciting year. We hit it off, and I'm hoping the relationship can maintain throughout." 
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Out of options, Tapia must deliver in 2019 
McMahon makes adjustments at plate; Reynolds looking for openings in starting lineup 
 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Feb. 17, 2019 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Rockies left-handed-hitting outfielder Raimel Tapia smiled at the memory of his best 2018 

moment, which occurred not far from Salt River Fields at Talking Stick. 

On July 20, Tapia launched a grand slam in an 11-10 victory over the D-backs in downtown Phoenix. Tapia finished with a 

.200 batting average in 27 plate appearances over 25 games, and did not make the Rockies' postseason roster. But the 

clutch homer and the solid Triple-A Albuquerque numbers -- .302/.352/.495, 11 home runs, 21 steals -- gave Tapia, 25, 

reason to arrive at Spring Training believing he can be a greater contributor in 2019. 

"I was very, very excited," Tapia said. "Buddy Black said, 'Hey, Tapia, go and pinch-hit,' and I said, 'OK, I'm ready.' When 

the ball was going, I said, 'Yeah, I like that.'" 

Tapia was a greater factor in 2017, when he batted .288/.329/.425 in 171 plate appearances with two homers, two triples 

and 12 doubles while earning a spot on the postseason roster. But last season, Tapia didn't grab his chance in Spring 

Training, and he never gained traction in the small snippets of playing time. 

This time, Tapia has renewed opportunity, along with a need to deliver. 

The Rockies not re-signing Carlos Gonzalez and Gerardo Parra opens playing time for Tapia, who is out of Minor 

League options. 

Although he plays all three outfield spots, Tapia's best defensive position is center field. With Charlie Blackmon moving 

from center to left and David Dahl in right, right-handed-hitting Ian Desmond makes room for Daniel Murphy at first 

base by moving to center. That puts Tapia in position for innings as a defensive replacement, with a chance to earn more 

opportunities. 

"The trick for him is to be a performer when he does play, even though it might not be a 600 at-bat season," Black said. 

"Or we'll see how he plays. Playing time might be warranted by how he performs. 

"The bat-to-ball skill, the speed, his ability to be a hit collector -- those are things that he did at the higher level of the 

Minor Leagues that led you to believe that he can do it in the big leagues." 

McMahon's potentially game-changing swing 

Second-base competitor Ryan McMahon, who appeared in 91 Major League games last year, hit 25 home runs in 125 

Triple-A games over the last two years. In the Majors last year, he hit just five home runs, usually garnering hits going the 

other way. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/606132/raimel-tapia
http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/467827/gerardo-parra
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/621311/david-dahl
http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
http://m.mlb.com/player/502517/daniel-murphy
http://m.mlb.com/player/641857/ryan-mcmahon
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During the offseason, McMahon worked on his swing with Rockies assistant hitting coach Jeff Salazar and Albuquerque 

hitting coach Tom Doherty. A key improvement is making contact further in front, which could unlock some of his pull 

power, even though Black believes the ability to spray the ball around the field is an asset. 
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Mark Reynolds returns to Rockies ready to embrace role coming off bench 
Bud Black reiterates that the second base job is wide open 
 
Patrick Saunders | The Denver Post | Feb. 17, 2019 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Mark Reynolds walked back into the Salt River Fields clubhouse Sunday morning as though he 

had never left. 

Yes, he spent last season with the Nationals after the Rockies decided not to re-sign him, but now he’s back with 

Colorado after signing a minor-league contract. 

“I stayed ready all winter, staying in shape in case somebody called,” said Reynolds, 35, who primarily played first base 

for the Rockies in 2016 and 2017. “It’s good to be back, it’s very familiar and I feel really comfortable here.” 

But if he makes the 2019 team — which seems likely — his primary role will be different, that of a right-handed bat off the 

bench. 

“When you are younger, you need a lot of at-bats, but I think I’ll be able to adjust,” he said. 

In 2018, as an occasional starter for Washington, Reynolds batted .248 with 13 home runs in 206 at-bats. In a historic 

game July 7, he drove in a franchise record-tying 10 runs with a two-homer game against Miami. 

As a pinch hitter, he hit .258 (8-for-31) with two home runs. In a memorable game Aug. 26, he came off the bench and hit 

a grand slam in the ninth inning in Washington’s 15-0 rout of the Mets. 

“It was an adjustment for me last year,” he said. “I’ve signed like four or five times to (be a bench player) and ended up 

playing more than I expected. Last year was the first year I was a true bench player, and it was difficult. 

“Normally you are facing the setup guy or the closer, and they are tough to hit as it is, so coming off the bench cold was 

tough.” 

To prepare for late-inning at-bats, Reynolds developed a routine in which he had the pitching machine cranked up to 100 

mph. 

Reynolds believes the Rockies are legitimate playoff contenders, and he’s ready to contribute. 

“Whatever they need me to do, I’ll do, to help these guys out,” Reynolds said. 

Manager Bud Black said that Reynolds might even see some playing time at second base in the spring “just to get full 

exposure there.” 

 

Who’s on second? Black reiterated Sunday that the starting second-base job is wide open as position players begin 

official workouts Monday. The primary contenders are Ryan McMahon, Garrett Hampson and top prospect Brendan 

Rodgers. 

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/43137
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/115279
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/118891
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“All of the guys you are going to see there this spring are capable of playing major-league baseball,” Black said. “With that 

position, with our roster, that gives us a chance to have some versatility there.” 

Translation: With all-star second baseman DJ LeMahieu now playing the Yankees, the Rockies could very well mix and 

match at second base throughout the season. That is, unless one player takes full command of the position. 
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Rockies’ Ian Desmond facing big challenge playing center field at Coors Field 
Desmond started in center during his all-star season with Texas in 2016 
 
Patrick Saunders | The Denver Post | Feb. 17, 2019 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Ian Desmond, a former shortstop and most recently the Rockies’ primary first baseman, is 

preparing for his next assignment: patrolling the wide-open spaces of Coors Field. 

Specifically, at age 33, Desmond has been pegged to play center field as the Rockies shift all-star Charlie Blackmon, 32, 

to left. 

It promises to be a challenge. After all, Coors Field’s fair territory is the largest in the majors and batted balls take flight in 

a hurry through Denver’s mile-high air. According to the Business Insider, the fair territory covers 2.66 acres, 0.18 acres 

more than the average big-league ballpark (2.49 acres). That is one-third of an acre larger than Fenway Park, or about 

14,400 square feet. 

Desmond, though eager to begin his new role, is proceeding with some caution. 

“I think I have played three games in center at Coors Field — ever — so it’s going to be an adjustment period of trying to 

figure things out,” he said Sunday as he reported to spring training. “It’s humbling to do this at 33 years old. God blessed 

me with the ability to get faster and maintain strength and all of that at 33. We’ll see what happens.” 

Desmond was the Rockies’ primary first baseman last season, logging 131 games there. He started 13 games in left field, 

one in center and one at shortstop. 

“I’m really fortunate that (the Rockies) gave me a heads-up early on in the offseason that this was something that might 

be a possibility,” he said of the position switch. “I was able to get my legs strengthened and get prepared for it.” 

The move is clearly intended to give Blackmon’s body some relief, especially after he signed a six-year, $108 million 

contract last spring. Over the past four years, Blackmon started 582 games in center field, and average of 145½ games 

per season. 

“What Charlie has done in his career, being able to play center field in Colorado, and play as many games as he does, is 

not an easy task,” Desmond said. “I know I have a handful in front of me. It’s going to be a lot of hard work.” 

Do you bleed purple? 

Desmond has been a primary starter in center field before, during his all-star season with Texas in 2016 when he hit .285 

with 22 homers and 86 RBIs in 156 games. But he committed nine errors — eight fielding errors, one throwing error — to 

finish with a .971 fielding percentage, the lowest among big-league center fielders. 

Desmond turned down a $15.8 million qualifying offer from the Nationals, the team for which he was a shortstop the 

previous seven seasons. He then signed a $8 million, one-year deal with the Rangers, who converted him to the outfield. 

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/43756
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/coors-field/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/charlie-blackmon/
https://www.businessinsider.com/chart-major-league-baseball-ballpark-sizes-2014-3
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He took his new job very seriously, working out to make sure he was ready for outfield sprints. He also spent that 

offseason calling former teammates — Jayson Werth, Mark DeRosa, Rick Ankiel and Steve Lombardozzi — about the 

challenges of changing positions. 

Despite Desmond’s offensive inconsistency — he has a .251/.314/.404 slash line in his two seasons in Colorado uniform 

— manager Bud Black remains a Desmond fan. 

“The versatility he brings to the team is very valuable, and that’s one of the reasons we signed him,” Black said, referring 

to the five-year, $70 million deal the Rockies gave Desmond before the 2017 season. “Primarily, this year, we will see him 

as an outfielder, and primarily as a center fielder — his best position. But he’s also shown the ability to play left.” 

As for Desmond’s transition to center, Black said: “He was an all-star center fielder with the Texas Rangers, plus we like 

the way he moves. I think his range, left to right, is a plus in center field. I just think that is the best position for him.” 
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BSN Exclusive: The Seunghwan Oh quote that never was 
 
Patrick Lyons | BSN Denver | Feb. 17, 2019 
 

Scottsdale, AZ – With the bridge between the bullpen at large and Rockies’ closer Wade Davis in question after Adam 

Ottavino’s signing with the New York Yankees, several candidates have emerged as favorites to hold down the eighth 

inning. 

Reliever Seunghwan Oh, acquired in late July for first baseman Chad Spanberger, outfielder Forrest Wall and reliever 

Bryan Baker, posted a WAR (Baseball Reference) of 2.3 or higher and an earned run average of 2.63 or lower for a 

second time in three seasons. 

Alongside Scott Oberg, whose career year in 2018 saw the 28-year-old best Oh across the board in most categories, 

veterans and bounceback candidates Bryan Shaw and Jake McGee, the 36-year-old righty from South Korea is one of the 

favorites to claim the vacated role of eighth-inning setup man. 

With the help of interpreter Eugene Koo, Oh sat down with BSN Denver in an exclusive interview to discuss his 

responsibility to the media from his home country of South Korea and clarify offseason comments about possibly not 

returning to Colorado in 2019. 

On day three of camp for pitchers and catchers, a large contingency of reporters requested time with Oh, who took time to 

meet the group at a table in an open area outside of the Rockies clubhouse. 

“It’s kind of a fortunate-unfortunate situation for them because they have to come a long way from Korea,” Oh 

communicated. “There’s only so many times they can make the trip. So, I just try to give them what they want or whatever 

answers they’re looking for.” 

While speaking with reporters in October who greeted him at the airport upon his arrival back home, Oh told the media in 

attendance, “I am a bit exhausted after spending five seasons in Japan and the United States.” 

Oh would add, “It’s not easy living in a foreign country… Everything away from the stadium is an extension of 

competition,” reported Jee-ho Yoo of the Yonhap News Agency. 

Standing in front of his locker inside the Rockies clubhouse, sweat still glazed upon his forehead after a solid workout in 

the Scottsdale sun, it was quite clear those comments were literally lost in translation. 

“I wasn’t expecting it to become like a talking (point),” Oh disclosed. “To be honest, it was just something I was mentioning 

to some (Korean press) that got more interesting later on.” 
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Though the broader goal of the Final Boss earning the role of setup man for the Rockies’ final boss will be handled further 

down the road this spring, the early days in Arizona for Oh will simply be about training properly for the 2019 season, 

regardless if it is his last in MLB. 

As Oh puts it, “More than anything, I want to have a full, healthy season and contribute to the team.” 
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Who will be the Rockies’ next Chris Iannetta at catcher? 
The catcher position is clear for 2019, but there’s no clear long term solution 
 
Eric Garcia McKinley | Purple Row | Feb. 18, 2019 
 

Writing about Rockies catchers on this website has a pre-requisite: One must make reference to the Catcher Wars of 

yesteryear, circa 2008-2009, when Chris Iannetta and Yorvit Torrealba fractured a community by charging discussions 

with things like the relative value of taking a walk. Iannetta won that battle. But even he was shipped off after the 2011 

season in favor of Wilin Rosario. That experiment behind the plate was enough to make Iannetta detractors wish him back 

in Denver. 

Iannetta returned to the Rockies in 2018 as the most successful catcher in team history, and he’s back for at least one 

more season in 2019 (the Rockies hold a $4.25 million option for 2020). In between his departure after the 2011 season 

and his re-arrival in 2018, the Rockies filled the catcher spot with unfulfilled promise (Rosario) and veterans on short 

contracts (Nick Hundley). They’ve also made a habit of signing veteran-veterans mid-season (Ryan Hanigan, Drew 

Butera) to take up the slack left by the younger guys, Tom Murphy and Tony Wolters. And, lest you think everyone’s 

satisfied with Iannetta, a lot of the offseason was spent discussing catcher as a major weakness on the Rockies roster. 

The catcher position is approaching a state of transition. As Chris Iannetta nears the end of his second stint with the 

Rockies, the team still doesn’t have a clear candidate to be the next Chris Iannetta. 

The starter 

Iannetta is the starter for the 2019 season. Despite calls for a JT Realmuto trade or signing Yasmani Grandal, he may 

have always been the planned starter. Iannetta didn’t hit well in 2018, but he wasn’t a black hole at the plate either. He 

slashed .224/.345/.385, for an OPS+ of 85. His major weakness was a lack of power and extra base hits. Like always, 

Iannetta was great at taking a walk, with a team-leading 13.9% walk rate. Baseball Prospectus’s new batting metric, 

DRC+, assessed Iannetta’s batting line as basically league average once adjustments are factored in. 

Great hitting catchers who are also good defensively and are able to maintain communicative relationships with the 

pitching staff are rare things. Iannetta isn’t a great hitter, but, as Renee Dechert has compellingly argued this offseason, 

Iannetta’s value shows up in the other, perhaps more important way. Given that this will be Iannetta’s second year 

handling a largely unchanged pitching staff, the Rockies probably feel pretty good about their starter behind the plate. 

The backups 

The Rockies will need to call on a backup catcher for about 50-60 starts in 2019. Like last year, there are two clear 

candidates to serve this role: Murphy and Wolters. Last year, there was a question of who will start the season on the 25-

man roster. In 2019, however, that decision may be determined by each player’s status. According to Rockies Roster, 

https://www.purplerow.com/2019/1/9/18165460/colorado-rockies-free-agency-catcher
http://rockiesroster.com/rockies/40-man/
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Murphy is all out of options. That means if everyone’s healthy, he’ll need to be on the Opening Day roster. Wolters has 

one option remaining, so he can shuffle between Triple-A and the majors in 2019. 

Backup catcher may be the ultimate career roles for both Wolters and Murphy. Wolters’s defense has been mostly good 

and sometimes great, and he does maintain a good rapport with the pitching staff. But he’s just such a poor hitter that any 

value he adds behind the plate may be negated by what he does at the plate. Over the past two seasons, Wolters has hit 

a dismal .209/.319/.285 in 482 plate appearances. A player with that line has to be either a superstar defender or a pitcher 

whisperer to justify a lineup spot. 

And Murphy, once promising, has never been able to make a foothold in the majors. Injuries and, more recently, being 

overmatched by major league pitching, have stood in the way. He debuted in 2015, but since then Murphy has only 

played in 81 games and had 210 major league plate appearances. He’ll also be 28 years old by the time the Rockies play 

their home opener in early April, making him older than more than half of the 40-man roster. If Murphy’s struggles 

continue, the Rockies may need to make a tough present decision about their most recent “catcher of the future.” 

Depth options 

The most immediate depth options are Brett Nicholas and Chris Rabago. The Rockies signed Nicholas as a minor league 

free agent this offseason, and he’ll join the club as a non-roster invitee in Spring Training. The 30-year-old caught 34 

games for the Rangers in 2016-2017. He also pitched an inning (5 runs on 4 hits — the man’s a catcher!). Nicholas spent 

the 2018 season in the Padres’ system, where he played 117 games. 

The Rockies added Rabago to the roster in November 2017 to protect him in the Rule 5 draft. Since then, the Yankees 

claimed Rabago off waivers after the Rockies DFA’d him, the Royals selected Rabago in the minor league portion of the 

2018 Rule 5 draft, and the Royals traded him to the Rockies for “cash considerations” this past December. Rabago is 

another non-roster invitee to Spring Training, and he’s another layer of emergency depth at catcher for 2019. 

On the farm 

It’s fallow on the farm when it comes to catchers. For a little while, it looked like Dom Nuñez was going to develop into an 

athletic defensive catcher with some pop. His swing was once compared to Carlos González’s. But Nuñez has all but lost 

his prospect shine. He came in at 30 on the most recent PuRPs list, and another poor season will probably see him, the 

only catcher among the Rockies’ top 30 prospects, fall off the list altogether. He’ll probably be in line to repeat Double-A 

for the third time in 2019. 

The glimmer of hope is that Nuñez is still young at 24, and catcher is a hard position to learn. He may contribute at the 

major league level, but it won’t be soon, and it will be with lower expectations than he had a couple years ago. 

https://www.purplerow.com/2018/1/13/16859424/colorado-rockies-prospects-dom-nunez-ranking-purp
https://www.purplerow.com/2019/1/8/18173163/colorado-rockies-top-prospects-dom-nunez
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The Rockies fifth round selection of the 2016 draft, Brian Serven, may be the next best catching prospect in the system. 

The 23-year-old played for High-A Lancaster in 2018, and he’s a decent bet to repeat that level and could even join Nuñez 

in Double-A at some point in 2019. But he’s still a couple years away from seeing major league action. 

Other options 

There are always old free agent catchers to call upon in case of emergency, or even in the case of non-emergency. Ryan 

Hanigan and Drew Butera played important games for the Rockies over the past two seasons, and it wasn’t due to a rash 

of injuries. 

If catastrophe strikes soon, or if the Rockies make a decision about the fate of Tom Murphy soon, Martín Maldonado is 

still on the free agent market. He could be a fine addition, but the 32-year-old probably won’t be available for long. And 

even if he does make his way to Denver, the state of the catcher position will remain the same: Short term patches 

without an obvious long-term solution. 
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Colorado Rockies: Looking back at the franchise-changing 2009 draft 
The catcher position is clear for 2019, but there’s no clear long term solution 
 
Kevin Henry | RoxPile | Feb. 18, 2019 
 

Ten years later, the 2009 draft can be seen as one that changed the face of the franchise for the Colorado Rockies. 

Of course, you can quickly look at the second-round selection (59th overall) of Nolan Arenado by the Colorado 

Rockies as the crown jewel of that draft. But there were other moments of that draft one decade that continue to make a 

difference for the Rockies today. 

Interestingly, none of the first-round picks of the Rockies that season (Tyler Matzek and Tim Wheeler) are still with the 

franchise and Matzek is attempting to work with his way back to the Majors with the Arizona Diamondbacks. Wheeler, 

meanwhile, displayed so much promise with the Tulsa Drillers, hitting 33 homers (the most of any player in Double-A in 

2011 and a record for Colorado hitters at the Double-A level). I watched Wheeler in person that season, covering the 

Drillers for the Tulsa World, and thought he would make an impact in Denver. However, he never made it any higher than 

Triple-A. 

The first-round supplemental pick that year, Rex Brothers, was out of the Colorado organization in 2015. However, 

before he left, he earned 20 saves and pitched in 286 games over five seasons. He signed a minor league deal with the 

New York Yankees this offseason after recording an ERA of infinity in one game last season with the Atlanta Braves. 

After the first round, however, that’s where things get very interesting when it comes to the Rockies. We know about 

Arenado and the impact he has made on the franchise. Twenty-two picks later, the Chicago Cubs took a guy by the name 

of David LeMahieu (according to MLB, at least) who would eventually be known as DJ LeMahieu and one of the best 

second basemen in Colorado history after being acquired from the Cubs. 

The Rockies may not have drafted him, but they ended up reaping the benefits of LeMahieu’s All-Star hitting and Gold 

Glove fielding. 

Back to Colorado’s 2009 selections, with the 90th overall pick in the 2009 draft, the Rockies took Ben Paulsen, who 

played in 186 games over three seasons. That includes 26 games in left field, where he made one of the top plays of the 

2015 season. 

But draft picks don’t have to make an impact just in the higher rounds. Right-hander Rob Scahill pitched in 41 games 

over his Colorado career from 2012-2014, posting a 4. 42 ERA. 

Dustin Garneau (who caught in 88 games over three seasons with the Rockies) was picked in the 19th round with the 

571st overall selection. But an even bigger pick happened in a later round … and was delayed a year from becoming a 

reality because of the low selection. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/arenano01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://roxpile.com/analysis/
https://roxpile.com/analysis/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/matzety01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.cbssports.com/fantasy/baseball/news/diamondbacks-tyler-matzek-agrees-to-minors-deal-with-arizona/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/brothre01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/l/lemahdj01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/p/paulsbe01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/scahiro01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/g/garnedu01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Colorado took outfielder Corey Dickerson (listed as McKenzie Dickerson) in the 29th round with the 871st overall pick. 

The Rockies and Dickerson wouldn’t come to an agreement after the 2009 draft but did get together after the 2010 draft 

when Colorado took him in the eighth round with the 260th overall pick. 

Dickerson played 265 games with the Rockies before being traded to the Tampa Bay Rays for German 

Marquez and Jake McGee, two pitchers who will continue to play big roles for the Rockies this season. 

And yes, there are plenty of players who were missed by the Rockies in that draft including Mike Trout (14 picks after 

Matzek), Dallas Keuchel, Paul Goldschmidt, J.D. Martinez and others. However, Arenado and LeMahieu’s impact on the 

Rockies has been felt with both of them being named among the top 25 players in Colorado history last season. And 

selecting Dickerson continues to pay dividends for the Rockies to this day. 

The 2009 draft provided plenty of talent for the Rockies … talent that has helped Colorado fans enjoy some one of the 

greatest stretches in franchise history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/d/dickeco01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/marquge01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/marquge01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/mcgeeja01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Rockies relievers ready for strong bullpen minus Ottavino 
 
Jack Magruder | The Associated Press | Feb. 16, 2019 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (AP) -- The Colorado Rockies will be without the reliever who boasted he could strike out Babe Ruth, 

but they believe the bridge between their solid starting rotation and premier closer Wade Davis remains sturdy. 

Colorado is counting on a veteran bullpen group that includes Scott Oberg, Seunghwan Oh, Chris Rusin and Bryan 

Shaw to step up the way Adam Ottavino did in 2018, when his career year with the Rockies led to a three-year, $27 

million free agent deal with the New York Yankees. 

''I think we have a lot of good arms and a lot of talented guys back there,'' catcher Chris Iannetta said. 

''I think we can piece it together and be really good. Guys have good years. Guys have bad years. I don't think anyone 

expected Adam to have the year that he had last year after the previous year. It happens all the time.'' 

Oberg had a strong second half last season, Oh pitched well after being acquired at the trade deadline and the Rockies 

are counting on a return to normalcy by Shaw, Rusin, Jake McGee and Mike Dunn. 

The Rockies' bullpen had a 4.62 ERA last season, 13th in the league and a number that must be improved upon so as not 

to squander the quality starts inherited from a rotation that includes Kyle Freeland, German Marquez and Tyler Anderson. 

Davis had a franchise-record and league- and career-high 43 of the Rockies' franchise-record 51 saves last season, his 

first in Colorado. 

Ottavino and Oberg served as the primary setup men last year. Ottavino was 6-4 with six saves, a 2.43 ERA and a rate of 

13 strikeouts per nine innings, thus the Ruth reference he made after signing with the Yankees. 

''He was great for us and that's a tough piece to fill, but we are definitely capable of it,'' Davis said. 

The right-handed Oberg, a top candidate to inherit more of Ottavino's workload, was 8-1 with 2.45 ERA and was scored 

upon in only four of his final 34 outings. 

He had a streak of 11 straight scoreless appearances in August and September as the Rockies moved to a second 

straight postseason appearance. He limited righty hitters to a .185 batting average. 

''Collectively, I think we are going to be fine,'' Oberg said. ''Those are some big shoes, but we have a really talented group 

down there. There is going to be all eight of us pulling together down there.'' 

Oberg has made a team-high 210 relief appearances since his 2015 debut, but he is not the only workhorse returning. 

Shaw has appeared in 503 games since 2012, tied for the most in the majors, and he is looking to build on a second half 

in which he went 1-1 with a 2.84 ERA in 20 appearances after being reinstated from the disabled list July 11. 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/colorado/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8174/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9926/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9271/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8962/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8962/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/ny-yankees/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/7845/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9863/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/10402/
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The Rockies hope to return Shaw to the high-leverage role he had in Arizona and Cleveland before his outlier of 2018, 

when he was 4-6 with a 5.93 ERA. He has a career 3.43 ERA. 

''Hopefully, better performances by myself will be a big contributing factor to filling his (Ottavino's) innings,'' Shaw said. 

Shaw, a right-hander, spent time in the offseason at the Driveline Baseball training center in Washington, an outfit that is 

heavily immersed in biometrics and data analysis, spin rates, effective arm angles and more. 

Former Cleveland teammate Trevor Bauer has long been a proponent, and the two talked this offseason. 

''Got some good info,'' Shaw said. ''The info I got from them kind of correlated with some things we were seeing and 

talking about here. Hopefully the data we took from them we can implement this year and get going.'' 

Oh was 2-0 with a 2.53 ERA in 25 appearances after being acquired from Toronto at the trade deadline. 

''I try to not think that we are filling the hole for someone just because that person left,'' Oh said through a translator. ''It is 

more about always being ready whenever the game situations calls us. So my job is to be prepared every day.'' 

Iannetta sees ''a ton of talent'' in the bullpen. 

''You need guys to seize the moment,'' Iannetta said. ''There is opportunity back there to solidify yourself as a back-end 

reliever. Everyone has skills. Even if you had a bad year, that's baseball. See who rises to the top.'' 

 


