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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Matt Shoemaker satisfied that he feels good three starts into return to Angels 

By Jeff Fletcher 

ANAHEIM — For Matt Shoemaker, the final month of this lost Angels season is about proving he’s 
healthy and can be effective. 

He seems to be the former, and the jury is still out on the latter. 

Shoemaker started with three perfect innings but then couldn’t get out of the fifth inning in the Angels’ 
5-0 loss to the Seattle Mariners on Friday night. 

It was essentially a continuation of his first two starts of the month, one in which he pitched five 
scoreless innings and one in which he gave up three runs in five innings. 

Most important, three games in he has reported no issues with the forearm trouble that cost him most 
of the past two seasons. He was visited on the mound by trainer Eric Munson in the fifth inning on 
Friday, but Munson allowed him to continue pitching after a quick chat. 

Shoemaker said he was just a little fatigued, having just thrown 25 pitches in the previous inning. 

“I haven’t had a long inning like that in a long time, so I was a little tired going out for the fifth,” 
Shoemaker said. “After the first hitter, it wore off. The adrenaline kicked in and I got back into rhythm.” 

Manager Mike Scioscia said it was a relief that Shoemaker still seems to be physically fine. When 
Shoemaker had previous issues with his forearm, the trouble cropped up around the 50- to 60-pitch 
range, and Shoemaker has now gotten through that all three times. 

One of the reasons that Shoemaker’s injury troubles persisted, he believes, is that the injury wasn’t 
correctly diagnosed in 2017. He had surgery to release the radial nerve. It wasn’t until they opened him 
up again this year, in May, that doctors saw he had a split pronator tendon, which they repaired. 

Shoemaker has said he thinks he’ll be fine now, and these three starts have been positive steps. 

“Overall, I’m pleased,” he said. “I’m encouraged. I feel good going out there. I just wanted to go out and 
compete. That’s the most fun. That’s why we play. Overall I feel really good. I just wanted to keep 
building off it.” 

With Shoemaker apparently healthy, the next step is for him to be effective. 

Throughout his Angels career, he’s been to both extremes. At times, like his rookie year in 2014, he’s 
pitched like a top of the rotation pitcher. Other times, he’s looked like a fringe starter. 

That’s all been wrapped up in his three starts this month, including a strange outing on Friday. After 
retiring the first nine hitters, he gave up three runs in the fourth. 
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He was pounding the strike zone early, and his splitter was good throughout the game. The Mariners 
swung and missed at nine of Shoemaker’s 26 splitters, a rate of 34.6 percent. Normally, he’s around 20 
percent. 

One splitter got him into trouble, though. 

After he’d allowed a run on three straight hits to start the fourth, he was an out away from escaping 
with no further damage. He threw a 2-and-2 splitter to Ryon Healy, but he hung it. Healy roped it into 
left field for a two-run single. 

“The problem is in the fourth inning I still executed a lot of pitches, just that one pitch to Healy,” 
Shoemaker said. “If that’s an out, I gave up one run. That’s not a big deal at all. I gave up two runs with 
two outs. That’s tough to swallow.” 

Shoemaker gave up a double in the fifth, and he would have escaped that inning too, but third baseman 
Taylor Ward booted a ground ball with two outs. That ended Shoemaker’s night after 77 pitches. 

At that time the Angels still had only one hit. Their best chance at a run was Mike Trout’s deep drive in 
the fourth, which center fielder Dee Gordon caught with a leap at the fence. They finished with six hits. 

“They got some key hits with guys in scoring position and we didn’t get ours,” Scioscia said. “That tilted 
the game in their favor.” 

 

Angels manager Mike Scioscia says Shohei Ohtani pitched enough to win Rookie 
of the Year 

By Jeff Fletcher 

ANAHEIM — To anyone who suggests that Shohei Ohtani’s chances for winning the American League 
Rookie of the Year award might be diminished by the fact that he didn’t pitch the entire season, Mike 
Scioscia has one message. 

“He still pitched,” the Angels manager said before Friday’s game. “He pitched very well. I don’t know 
how many times (Gleyber) Torres pitched this year.” 

That, of course, would be zero. Neither Torres nor his New York Yankees teammate, Miguel Andújar, 
pitched this season. 

Therein lies the most compelling argument for Ohtani to win the award over any of the everyday hitters, 
even though both Torres and Andújar have significantly more at-bats. 

Ohtani had come to the plate 308 times prior to Friday’s game, hitting .294 with 19 homers and a .967 
OPS. Andújar, who would probably be the favorite of the two Yankees, had 545 plate appearances, with 
a .299 average, 23 homers and an .851 OPS. 
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Ohtani added 51-2/3 innings over 10 starts, with a 3.31 ERA. He pitched just once after June 6, when he 
was diagnosed with a damaged ulnar collateral ligament. He threw 49 pitches on Sept. 2, an outing that 
revealed new damage, requiring Tommy John surgery. 

HONORS 

The Angels selected Andrew Heaney as the winner of the Nick Adenhart Award, which annually goes to 
the team’s best pitcher. Mike Trout was named the team MVP. 

The Adenhart Award is named for the rookie pitcher who was killed by a drunk driver in April 2009, just 
four games into his career. 

Heaney is 9-9 with a 3.98 ERA, and he has not missed a start since returning on April 13 from a short 
stint on the disabled list to start the season. He leads the team with 165 innings. 

This is Heaney’s first full season after coming back from Tommy John surgery. 

“Not just this year, but if you look at Andrew over the course of his career and his time here, he’s grown 
as a pitcher,” Scioscia said. “He’s a tremendous human being. He and his wife do so much. Anything he 
finds the time for. 

“Just look at how much adversity he’s faced during his career. To see him put together a year like he has 
now – when its all said and done, he’ll approach 200 innings – it’s remarkable. He feels a great honor 
because he knows what Nick meant to us. And he knows what a great honor it is and he respects that.” 

Trout won the MVP, which is no surprise. He has won the award in all seven of his seasons with the 
Angels, although he shared it with Andrelton Simmons in 2017. 

Trout was hitting .318 with 33 homers and a 1.085 OPS. He is in the running for his third American 
League MVP award, although he’s an underdog because many voters prefer candidates on contending 
teams. 

ALSO 

Pitcher Tyler Skaggs (groin) played catch in Arizona on Friday. He will return to Southern California on 
Saturday, and he could rejoin the Angels’ rotation next week, Scioscia said. … 

The Angels announced that they have sold 3 million tickets for the 16th consecutive season. The Angels 
and Yankees are the only teams that have reached that mark each year in that span. … 

The Angels held their annual Ducks night, which included special Angels-Ducks hybrid jerseys for batting 
practice. Ducks goaltender John Gibson, defenseman Hampus Lindholm, defenseman Brandon Montour, 
forward Adam Henrique and defenseman Josh Manson took batting practice before the Angels’ regular 
workout. One of Gibson’s drives one-hopped the fence. 
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UP NEXT 

Angels (LHP Andrew Heaney, 9-9, 3.98) vs. Mariners (RHP Erasmo Ramírez, 2-3, 5.31), Saturday, 6 p.m., 
Fox Sports West, KLAA (830 AM) 

 

                 FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES     

Matt Shoemaker’s stuff suddenly tails off in Angels’ 5-0 loss to Mariners 

By Bill Shaikin 

It had been 15 months since Matt Shoemaker last pitched at Angel Stadium, in a game in which the 
home team used Yunel Escobar as its cleanup batter. 

It had been awhile indeed for Shoemaker, with two forearm surgeries in the interim, setting free a 
compressed nerve and repairing a torn tendon. 

For an Angels team desperate for starting pitchers that can stay off the disabled list, the report card 
Friday appeared more discouraging than encouraging. 

The box score was fine. Shoemaker took the defeat in the Angels’ 5-0 loss to the Seattle Mariners, but 
he struck out eight, walked none and endured two errors in his 42/3 innings. 

No, the concern became evident in the fifth inning, when an athletic trainer rushed to see Shoemaker. 
His first two fastballs that inning registered 88 and 89 mph. His fastballs in the first two innings ranged 
from 92 to 94 mph, in the next two innings from 90 to 93 mph. 

Shoemaker had averaged 91.6 mph on his fastball this season, according to Fangraphs. 

He remained in the game and pitched to three more batters. 

Angels manager Mike Scioscia said the velocity decline might have been a mechanical issue but did not 
indicate an injury. 

“That’s a relief,” Scioscia said. 

Shoemaker suspected he might have tired during a long fourth inning but said he had absolutely no 
concern about injury and no tests planned. 

“Everything’s all good,” he said. 

A sharp drop in velocity during a game can indicate an injury. In his last game, Shohei Ohtani lost about 
5 mph on his fastball from one inning to the next. The Angels removed him, in what turned out to be his 
last start before doctors recommended Tommy John surgery. 
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Caution flag 

There has been no shortage of independent orthopedists willing to predict Ohtani can return to the 
Angels’ lineup next season. 

Ohtani will not be able to pitch until the 2020 season, as he recovers from Tommy John surgery, but 
orthopedists have noted that position players can return from the procedure in about six months, which 
could allow him to have the procedure done at the end of the season and reclaim his place in the lineup 
on opening day. 

However, the Angels are unlikely to let Ohtani hit if doing so might delay his pitching rehabilitation. Billy 
Eppler, the Angels’ general manager, said there is no way to know if Ohtani can return to hitting as soon 
as infielders and outfielders can. 

“Their arm doesn’t throw 100 mph,” Eppler said. “There’s not going to be a precedent. It’s a completely 
unique case.” 

Last coach standing 

When Scioscia assembled his first coaching staff, he invited Alfredo Griffin to join. Now, as Scioscia is 
expected to retire after 19 years as the Angels’ manager, Griffin is the one coach who has served on 
each of his coaching staffs. 

Griffin played a huge role in the Angels’ lone World Series championship. In 2001, as the Angels got off 
to a slow start and wondered whether to replace Benji Gil at shortstop, Griffin was the man who 
identified the solution, in an unimposing utility infielder the Angels had claimed on waivers. 

“That was a big controversy in my career, the worst I ever had in 19 years as a coach with the Angels,” 
Griffin said Friday. “Nobody knew who David Eckstein was.” 

Scioscia had asked Griffin for suggestions on whom the Angels could get to replace Gil. 

“We have the player we need in house,” Griffin told Scioscia. 

“Who?” Scioscia said. 

“David Eckstein,” Griffin said. 

“Are you serious?” Scioscia said. 

Eckstein finished fourth in American League rookie of the year voting that year, then emerged as a 
catalyst on the Angels’ 2002 championship team. 

He batted .293 in 2002, scored 107 runs, stole 21 bases, led the league in sacrifice bunts and times hit by 
pitch, and ranked among the top 10 in singles, triples, sacrifice flies, hardest to strike out, and wins 
above replacement (WAR) among position players. 



September 15, 2018  Page 8 of 14 

“It turned out pretty good,” Griffin said. 

Griffin, 60, said he would be delighted to remain on the Angels’ coaching staff when Scioscia leaves, if 
invited by Eppler and whoever the new manager might be. 

“I could stay here forever,” Griffin said. 

Short hops 

The Angels players voted Mike Trout as the team’s player of the year and Andrew Heaney as pitcher of 
the year. The latter award is named in honor of the late Nick Adenhart, killed by a drunk driver at 22, on 
the evening he had made his fourth major league start. … The Angels announced they had sold 3 million 
tickets again this season. The Angels and New York Yankees are the only major league teams to have 
sold 3 million tickets in each of the last 16 years. … Scioscia said he has no interest in writing a memoir, 
even though it might interest local fans who know him as a World Series championship catcher for the 
Dodgers and a World Series championship manager for the Angels. “It’s the old Philly code,” Scioscia 
said. “You take it to the grave.” 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Angels unable to solve Mariners’ relief corps 

Shoemaker fans 8 in 4 2/3 innings in first home start since June 2017 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- Matt Shoemaker waited 15 months to return to the mound at Angel Stadium after enduring 
a protracted rehab from a right forearm injury, so the sight of a team trainer jogging onto the field 
wasn't exactly a welcome one in the fifth inning of Friday's 5-0 loss to the Mariners. 

After Mike Zunino doubled to lead off the inning, Eric Munson and manager Mike Scioscia emerged from 
the dugout to briefly check on Shoemaker, who showed a slight dip in velocity and appeared to be out of 
sync. They breathed a sigh of relief after Shoemaker assured them that the issue was mechanical and 
not health-related. 

"He was getting around the ball a little bit," Scioscia said. "Wasn't letting him get through it and get 
extension. So, that's a relief. That at least we can kind of see what it was, and it wasn't anything that 
kept him on the shelf for a long time." 

Shoemaker believes it simply took him a while to settle back in after grinding his way through a 25-pitch 
fourth in which he allowed the Mariners to score three runs. 

"I have not had a long inning like that in a long time, so I probably was a little tired going out in the 
fifth," Shoemaker said. "After that first hitter, it kind of just wore off. The adrenaline kicked in. I kind of 
got back into rhythm." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/533167/matt-shoemaker
http://m.mlb.com/player/572287/mike-zunino
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After waving off the trainer, Shoemaker proceeded to strike out Dee Gordon and Mitch 
Haniger before Jean Segura reached on a throwing error by rookie third baseman Taylor Ward. With his 
pitch count at 77, Shoemaker was subsequently lifted in favor of Cam Bedrosian. He departed after 
allowing three runs on five hits while walking none and striking out eight over 4 2/3 innings in his first 
home start since June 14, 2017. 

Since returning from the disabled list on Sept. 3, Shoemaker has logged a 2.75 ERA with 15 strikeouts 
over 19 2/3 innings in three starts for the Angels. While the Angels are now mathematically eliminated 
from playoff contention, the final two weeks of the season will be key for Shoemaker, who is aiming to 
show that he can still be an effective starter now that his injury woes are finally behind him. 

"I'm just encouraged," Shoemaker said. "I feel good going out there. I just want to go out there and 
compete. That's the most fun. That's why we play. But overall, I feel really good about it, and I just want 
to keep building off of it." 

Shoemaker didn't get much help from his offense, which produced only six hits against a parade of six 
Mariners relievers. Gordon helped keep Seattle's shutout bid intact by making a leaping catch at the 
center-field wall to potentially rob Mike Trout of a home run in the fourth inning. 

"They got some key hits with guys in scoring position," Scioscia said. "Tonight, we didn't get ours. It 
tilted the game in their favor." 

Shoemaker needed only 34 pitches to retire the first nine batters he faced, but he allowed the Mariners 
to strike for three runs in the fourth. Haniger opened the inning with an infield single that deflected off 
Ward's glove and advanced to second on an errant pick-off attempt by Shoemaker. Segura followed with 
a single to put runners on the corners, setting up Robinson Cano's RBI single to center field. 

Shoemaker then retired Nelson Cruz on a groundout and struck out Denard Span before yielding a two-
out, two-run single on a misplaced splitter to Ryon Healy that made it 3-0. 

"If that's an out, I can live with being down, 1-0," Shoemaker said. "That's not a big deal at all. I gave up 
two runs there with two outs. That's tough to swallow." 

The Mariners added a pair of runs in the seventh on Gordon's two-run single off Hansel Robles. 

SOUND SMART 
Friday marked the Angels' first shutout loss since Aug. 11 against Oakland. They are now 19-28 against 
left-handed starters this season. 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Trout led off the fourth inning by launching an 0-1 fastball from left-hander Roenis Elias to deep center 
field, but Gordon made an impressive leaping catch to rob him of a hit. After making the grab, Gordon 
simply sat on the warning track and laughed. 

"I don't think it was going out, was it?" Scioscia said. "I didn't see a replay on it. He got back to it and 
made the catch. Trout didn't get all of it, obviously, but he got enough where we knew it had a chance." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/543829/dee-gordon
http://m.mlb.com/player/571745/mitch-haniger
http://m.mlb.com/player/571745/mitch-haniger
http://m.mlb.com/player/516416/jean-segura
http://m.mlb.com/player/621493/taylor-ward
http://m.mlb.com/player/592135/cam-bedrosian
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/429664/robinson-cano
http://m.mlb.com/player/443558/nelson-cruz
http://m.mlb.com/player/452655/denard-span
http://m.mlb.com/player/592387/ryon-healy
http://m.mlb.com/player/570663/hansel-robles
http://m.mlb.com/player/606273/roenis-elias
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UP NEXT 
Left-hander Andrew Heaney (9-9, 3.98 ERA) will match up with right-hander Erasmo Ramirez (2-3, 5.31 
ERA) on Saturday as the Angels and Mariners continue their four-game series at 6:07 p.m. PT at Angel 
Stadium. Heaney struck out a career-high 12 batters over seven scoreless innings in his last start on 
Sunday against the White Sox. He is 1-3 with a 3.78 ERA in six career starts against the Mariners, though 
he has not earned a win against Seattle since July 12, 2015. 

 

Scioscia makes strong case for Ohtani as ROY 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- For Mike Scioscia, there's no question as to where Shohei Ohtani should rank among this 
year's American League Rookie of the Year candidates. 

"Number one," Scioscia said Friday. "I don't think I have to explain it. He's been incredible." 

While the Yankees' Miguel Andujar and Gleyber Torres and the Rays' Joey Wendle also have cases for 
the honor, Scioscia said he believes the unprecedented nature of what Ohtani accomplished this season 
with the Angels should put him over the top. Earlier this month, the 24-year-old Japanese star joined 
Babe Ruth are the only players in MLB history to hit 15 home runs and pitch 50 innings in a single 
season. 

"Although there are so many talented young players, I think that what Shohei did as a two-way player, 
coming to the Major Leagues has been special," Scioscia said. "He pitched. I don't know how many times 
Torres pitched this year. I'm just trying to put it in perspective." 

Ohtani logged a 3.31 ERA with 63 strikeouts over 51 2/3 innings for the Angels before a damaged ulnar 
collateral ligament in his right elbow ended his season as a pitcher. 

While Ohtani is expected to undergo Tommy John surgery that will likely keep him off the mound until 
2020, the injury has not prevented him from continuing to contribute as a hitter. The left-handed 
slugger entered Friday batting .294 with a .967 OPS, 19 home runs, 54 RBIs and nine stolen bases over 
272 at-bats. 

Speaking of hardware… 
Andrew Heaney and Mike Trout were recognized by their teammates on Friday as the Angels' Pitcher of 
the Year and Most Valuable Player, respectively. 

Heaney, who will receive the Nick Adenhart Award, has posted a 3.98 ERA over a team-high 165 innings 
this year in his first full season back from Tommy John surgery. While he opened the season on the 
disabled list after developing some elbow inflammation during Spring Training, he has not missed a start 
since making his season debut on April 13. 

"If you look at Andrew over the course of his career and his time here, he's grown as a pitcher," Scioscia 
said. "He's a tremendous human being. Just looking at how much adversity he's faced in his career, to 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
http://m.mlb.com/player/541640/erasmo-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/609280/miguel-andujar
http://m.mlb.com/player/650402/gleyber-torres
http://m.mlb.com/player/621563/joey-wendle
http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
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see him put together a year like he is now -- he probably won't get to 200 innings, but he's going to 
approach that marker. It's remarkable. I know he feels it's a great honor because he knows what Nick 
meant to us. He knows what a great honor it is, and he respects that." 

Trout, of course, is a perennial MVP candidate, not just on his team, but also in the AL. That hasn't 
changed this year, as he entered Friday batting .318 with an MLB-high 1.085 OPS, 33 home runs, 68 RBIs 
and 23 stolen bases. 

"Mike is a very worthy winner," Scioscia said. 

Worth noting 
• Left-hander Tyler Skaggs (left adductor strain) threw a 48-pitch simulated game in Arizona on Thursday 
and is expected to rejoin the team on Saturday. He will be evaluated by the Angels' medical staff to 
determine if he's ready to return to the rotation next week. 

• The Angels announced Friday that they've reached the 3 million mark in ticket sales for the 16th 
consecutive season. The Yankees are the only other team to accomplish the feat every year since 2003. 

• Adam Henrique, John Gibson, Hampus Lindholm, Brandon Montour and Josh Manson of the 
neighboring Anaheim Ducks visited Angel Stadium on Friday and took batting practice on the field. They 
also presented Ducks jerseys to Angels players, including Trout and Ohtani. 

 

                 FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS     

6 Mariners relievers combine to blank Angels 5-0 

By Doug Padilla 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Dee Gordon did a happy dance while sitting on the warning track, and the 
display that was at least nine months in the making inspired an ear-to-ear grin long after it happened. 

Gordon not only robbed Mike Trout of extra bases in center field during the fourth inning Friday, he 
delivered some insurance runs with a two-run single in the seventh during the Seattle Mariners’ 5-0 
victory over the Los Angeles Angels. 

Asked if the two-run single or the catch made his day, Gordon answered “the catch,” as if he anticipated 
the question. 

“That was pretty cool; that was like the first one in my life,” said Gordon, who insisted his glove was over 
the wall, robbing Trout of his 34th home run. “I was happy.” 

The catch, by a player who has primarily been a middle infielder, ended up preserving a shutout that 
was fashioned by six relief pitchers. The bullpen day was needed to fill in for scheduled starter James 
Paxton, who is dealing with a bout of pneumonia. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
https://www.mlb.com/cut4/shohei-ohtani-wears-mighty-ducks-jersey/c-294627726
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Roenis Elias gave up just one hit over 3 2/3 innings as the starter. Adam Warren (3-2) got four outs and 
Shawn Armstrong, Nick Vincent, Zach Duke and Ryan Cook each pitched an inning. 

Making just his third start of the season and first since Aug. 19, Elias struck out four and walked two 
while throwing 58 pitches. In seven previous innings against the Angels this season, Elias had given up 
one run on six hits with three strikeouts, all in relief. 

Elias said he found out he was starting at around before noon Friday. 

“They didn’t give me a lot of time but I was ready because I knew something could happen,” Elias said 
through an interpreter. 

The Mariners went ahead to stay against Matt Shoemaker in the fourth inning. Robinson Cano singled in 
Mitch Haniger for his 13th RBI in 27 games since being reinstated from an 80-game drug suspension. 

With two out and runners on second and third, Ryon Healy made it 3-0 with a ground ball into left field. 

That early Mariners momentum was preserved when Gordon made the kind of catch he had been 
dreading when he worked on his outfield play in the offseason. Knowing he might play some outfield 
this season, Gordon worked briefly on catches against a chain-link fence, but quickly abandoned the 
workouts. 

His dance after making the catch, then, was a combination of relief and a sense accomplishment. 

“He likes to celebrate and he is the king of celebration,” Mariners manager Scott Servias said. “I think it’s 
great. He does enjoy it and he should. It’s a hard game and when something goes your way, or you make 
a great play, you have to have fun with it.” 

The Mariners have won the first two games of the series to improve to 10-7 against Angels, clinching the 
season series. The Mariners won consecutive games for the first time since Aug. 24-25. 

ALL GOOD FOR SHOEMAKER 

In his third start since coming off the disabled list after being sidelined by a right forearm strain, 
Shoemaker (2-1) went 4 2/3 innings. He threw just 77 pitches as the Angels try to limit his usage. 

The right-hander was visited by manager Mike Scioscia and a member of the Angels medical staff in the 
fifth inning, but remained in the game. In 14 2/3 innings since returning from the DL, Shoemaker has a 
3.68 ERA. 

“Everything is all good,” Shoemaker said. “I think probably just in that fourth inning, I haven’t had a long 
inning like that in a long time, so I was a little tired going out to the fifth. After the first hitter, it wore off, 
the adrenaline kicked in and I got back into rhythm.” 

ANGELS IN SUMMARY 
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Trout was named team MVP, and left-hander Andrew Heaney received the Nick Adenhart Award winner 
for excellence both off the field and on the mound. Adenhart was an Angels rookie pitcher in 2009 when 
he was killed in a car crash following his first start of the season. 

The Angels also announced Friday they have surpassed the 3 million mark in tickets sold, reaching the 
milestone for the 16th consecutive season. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Mariners: SS Jean Segura returned to the starting lineup after missing three games with a virus. ... OF 
Cameron Maybin is with the team but remains out of action with an unspecified illness. ... Paxton is 
expected to rejoin the team in a few days. ... RHP Felix Hernandez (hamstring) is expected to return to 
the rotation before the end of the season. 

Angels: LHP Tyler Skaggs (left adductor strain) will rejoin the Angels on Saturday, when he will be 
evaluated to see if he can return to the rotation next week. 

UP NEXT 

Mariners RHP Erasmo Ramirez (2-3, 5.31 ERA) and Heaney (9-9, 3.98 ERA) pitch on Saturday. Ramirez is 
2-1 with a 3.68 ERA in six starts since coming off the disabled list after being sidelined by a strained right 
shoulder. Heaney struck out a career-high 12 in seven scoreless innings in a 1-0 victory against the 
Chicago White Sox last Sunday. 

 

                 FROM FORBES.COM       

Mike Trout Says Any Contract Talk Must Wait for the Offseason 

By Barry M. Bloom 

If the Los Angeles Angels actually intend to sign Mike Trout to a life-time contract, that possibility will 
have to wait until after the season, the All-Star center fielder told Boomskie on Baseball before Friday 
night’s 5-0 loss to the Seattle Mariners at Angel Stadium. 

“I haven’t even thought about it,” Trout said. “We have 15 games left in the season. I’ll worry about that 
in the offseason.” 

Trout has two years remaining on a six-year, $145.5 million contract extension he signed on March 28, 
2014. The Angels still owe him $34.1 million per season for the next two years. 

The subject arose Thursday when the site Fancred Sports speculated without citing any sources that “the 
Angels are expected to try again to make Mike Trout a lifetime Angel when they discuss a contract this 
winter.” 

Trout seemed bemused by the unsubstantiated rumor. 

https://fancredsports.com/articles/jon-heyman-a-mike-trout-extension-strategy-for-t
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“I read it,” Trout said. “But I really don’t want to talk about it, to be honest.” 

A spokesman for the Angels organization declined to comment. 

Despite finger and wrist injuries and the death of his 24-year-old brother-in-law, Aaron Cox, Trout is 
having another MVP-type season. 

He’s slashing at .316/.464/.615 with 33 homers, 68 RBIs, 114 walks, a 1.080 OPS and 195 OPS+ in 128 
games. Trout leads the Majors in four of those categories – walks, on-base percentage, OPS and OPS+. 

His defensive play also has been stellar, and he owns a 9.2 WAR. 

Angels manager Mike Scioscia said before the game that Trout won the honor of team MVP awarded by 
his fellow players. Last year, he shared the distinction with shortstop Andrelton Simmons. 

Trout is in the running for his third American League MVP with his top competition coming from Boston 
Red Sox teammates Mookie Betts and J.D. Martinez. 

The Red Sox, with 101 wins, are running away with the AL East. The Angels have 73 wins and for the 
sixth time in Trout’s seven full big-leagues seasons are missing the playoffs, one good reason why 
there's speculation Trout might leave when his contract expires. 

The only time the Angels made it was 2014 when they were swept in a best-of-five AL Division Series by 
the Kansas City Royals. It was the first of Trout’s back-to-back AL MVP seasons. 

The Angels this year have been plagued by injuries to their entire pitching staff, including Japanese two-
way player Shohei Ohtani, who spent a month on the disabled list and has only made one pitching start 
since June 6, but returned as a designated hitter on July 3. He was diagnosed with a tear of his ulnar 
collateral ligament and was recommended for Tommy John surgery in the offseason. 

Albert Pujols has had a stint on the disabled list around the All-Star break, and hasn’t played since Aug. 
28 when he went down for the season and had surgery on his left knee and right elbow. Earlier in the 
season, Pujols passed the 3,000-hit mark and Ken Griffey Jr. with 630 homers into sixth on the all-time 
list. He ended the season with 3,082 hits and 633 homers. 

Trout missed more than three weeks in August because of right wrist inflammation, and the death on 
Aug. 15 of Cox, a childhood friend from his hometown of Millville, N.J., just north of Philadelphia. Cox 
was the brother of Trout’s wife, Jessica Tara Cox. 

The two played for the same New Jersey high school and were both drafted by the Angels, Trout in 2009 
and Cox in 2015. Cox pitched in the Angels minor-league system and had just been placed on the 
voluntary retirement list. 

He died four days after sustaining a self-inflicted gunshot wound. 

“It’s been a tough summer,” Trout said. “August was a hard month. I’m feeling better now. Things get a 
little better with time, but I’m still trying to get through this and the rest of the season.”   
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