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In single-game playoff, Twins again going all-in 

Phil Miller | Star Tribune | October 3, 2017  

 
NEW YORK – Brian Dozier likes to mock the notion, and honestly, it gets him a little riled up. 
 
“You’re telling me that something that happened in 2006 [actually 2004, but forget it, he’s rolling] is supposed to affect what this team does?” 
the Twins’ most vocal advocate said, his Mississippi twang drawing out the words for maximum sneerage. “I gar-awn-tee you, you can ask 99 
percent of the people in [this clubhouse], and they’ll have no idea what you’re talking about. The Yankees used to beat the Twins a long time 
ago — so what? We don’t care a bit about that. We just play.” 
 
That puts to bed, as far as the Twins are concerned, any notion that New York’s nine-game postseason winning streak against the Twins, and the 
Yankees’ 12-2 domination over four postseason series, will be on their minds Tuesday night, when those two teams meet in a single-elimination 
showdown at Yankee Stadium. But even if that record of futility meant something, Dozier points out, there’s another factor that negates it. 
 
“Besides,” Dozier said, “it’s just one game. Any team can win one game.” 
 
With that, the six-year veteran, who will be participating in his first playoff game as a professional, distilled into one sentence one of the biggest 
objections that Major League Baseball faced when it created the one-game wild-card playoff in 2012. The game of baseball revolves around 
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series, around establishing over a number of games, which team is deeper and better. Three- or four-game series in the regular season, best-of-
five or seven to determine a champion. 
 
One game? “It’s kind of a coin flip,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “You’ve just got to take your shot.” 
 
The Twins are a wild-card team for the first time this season, but they — or their forerunners, as Dozier would insist — have some experience at 
this one-and-done business. In back-to-back seasons, 2008 and again in 2009, they finished the regular season tied for the AL Central title, and 
were forced into a Game 163 to settle the matter. 
 
The first time, they engaged in a pitchers’ duel against the White Sox in Chicago. Nick Blackburn and John Danks kept the game scoreless until 
the seventh inning, when Jim Thome, a future Twin who was then with the White Sox, drilled a 400-foot solo home run to center field, the lone 
run in a 1-0 loss. 
 
A year later, they sent out the Metrodome in crazy fashion, beating Detroit 6-5 in 12 innings in the Dome’s final — and arguably most thrilling — 
regular-season game. The Twins fell behind, went ahead, wound up in extra innings, and had to rally once again. There were plays at the plate, 
clutch hits galore, and Alexi Casilla finally driving in his buddy Carlos Gomez in the 12th, setting off pandemonium not seen since the Twins’ 
World Series run. 
 
You want to talk about the randomness of any single game? That rollicking night was the only win of journeyman righthander Bobby Keppel’s 
major league career. 
 
That game had longer-lasting implications than anyone may have realized at the time, too. In fact, it probably played a role in the Twins’ 
meeting with the Yankees on Tuesday. 
 
MLB Commissioner Bud Selig created a three-division format for each league in 1995, with the best second-place team also qualifying for the 
playoffs. But after a decade under that system, concerns were raised that there was little incentive to win a division title for teams that had that 
wild-card slot locked up, a fact that watered down some pennant races. 
 
Then came a series of one-game playoffs: the two involving the Twins, both one-run thrillers, and an epic Rockies-Padres 163rd in 2007 that was 
also full of fireworks, finally ending with a dramatic blown save by Trevor Hoffman in the 13th inning. 
 
With so much riding on those games, TV ratings were stunning. The Twins-Tigers game drew more than 6 million viewers, the highest-rated 
game of the entire season and 2 million more than the average for the Division Series games that followed it. It didn’t take long for MLB owners 
to begin stumping for another expansion of the postseason field, with the added feature of two of those one-game playoffs guaranteed each 
year. It had the advantage of creating a greater incentive for winning your division, gave more teams hope that they could quality for the 
playoffs, didn’t extend the postseason by more than a day or two, and ensured a dramatic kickoff to every October.  
 
Selig admitted to the New York Times that he preferred a best-of-three series, but his 14-member rules committee convinced him otherwise. 
 
Adding a wild-card team has been a success, as the Twins, their six-year postseason drought finally over thanks to the extra berth. 
 
“As the second wild card, I am fully supportive of this endeavor,” deadpanned Twins General Manager Thad Levine. But he recognizes — he has 
experienced, actually — the flip side of the one-game format. The Rangers were the first AL team to lose a wild-card play-in game, back in 2012, 
while Levine worked for Texas. 
 
“After 162 games, it’s tough to have your fate decided by one game. And you want your fans to experience and celebrate a home game,” Levine 
said. “In Texas, there was kind of an eerie feeling that maybe you would be better served to make a run late and fall one game short, than get 
into the playoffs and lose that game, because afterward, there’s a sense of failing.” 
 
Michael Cuddyer played a major role in the Twins’ Game 163 win and loss — he was thrown out at the plate trying to score on a fly ball to Ken 
Griffey Jr. in the 2008 game, then tripled and scored the tying run in the 10th inning of the 2009 game — and said that an extra game to settle a 
tie seems logical. But telling a team that it has “made the playoffs,” then eliminating them after one fluky game? “As a player, I’m not a big fan 
of that,” Cuddyer said. “The postseason is supposed to be a reward, but it would be hard to feel that way if it lasts one day.” 
 
That said, he’s looking forward to watching two of his former teams, the Twins on Tuesday and the Rockies at Arizona on Wednesday, try to 
survive that one-game hurdle as underdogs. “The atmosphere is electric. Both of those games were intense, some of the coolest moments I’ve 
ever experienced,” Cuddyer said. “It’s actually easier as a player than a fan. The fans build it all up, but players mostly don’t see all the hype, 
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they just go play the game. There are butterflies, but once the first pitch it thrown, you focus on all the normal stuff of playing a game.” 
 
That’s why Dozier doesn’t want to hear about the drawbacks of the format, or the intimidation of the Yankees. 
 
“Would we be satisfied if we didn’t go any farther than nine more innings? Absolutely not,” he said. “But this is the playoffs. We earned this, 
and that’s special. When you’ve been in the trenches for five years and never made it, there’s nothing negative about it.” 
 
Ervin Santana, coming off his best year, exudes confidence as Twins face Yankees 

Jim Souhan | Star Tribune October 3, 2017  

 
NEW YORK – The Twins’ failures against the Yankees during the 2000s were easily explainable. The Twins were the lesser team. 
 
Tonight at Yankee Stadium, a new edition of the Twins will face the made-over Yankees, and yet the Twins face a familiar challenge. They are 
again the inferior team. 
 
The Yankees scored more runs and allowed far fewer than the Twins this season. The Yankees won more games and will play at home, where 
they swept the Twins less than two weeks ago. 
 
New York will start Luis Severino and hope he can hand a lead to a deep, hard-throwing bullpen that has easily handled the Twins lineup. 
Severino’s ERA this season, 2.98, is better than any current Twin who pitched more than 32 innings. 
 
If the Twins have any clear advantage entering Tuesday night’s game, it would be that their starting pitcher, Ervin Santana, is far more 
experienced than Severino. If that experience advantage translates into Santana displaying more composure on the mound, the Twins will have 
a chance, and Santana spent Monday sending signals that he couldn’t be more relaxed were he holding an umbrella drink. 
 
Santana smiled on his way into the press conference room. He cracked jokes in two languages. Then, asked about his 0-5 record at new Yankee 
Stadium, Santana said this: 
 
“So tomorrow is going to be 1.” 
 
Santana is typically friendly and intentionally uninteresting. If you wanted to list the Twins most likely to predict victory in Yankee Stadium, 
Santana would be tied for last with every other Twin. Brash speech is not in the clubhouse DNA. 
 
Santana is either extremely confident or feels the need to demonstrate confidence to his teammates. Or both. And the Twins will need his 
leadership and savvy to finally dispatch the franchise that ruined so many of their Octobers. 
 
Santana earned the right this season to express confidence. He ranked second in the major leagues in innings pitched. He totalled his highest 
innings count since 2011. At 34, he dramatically reduced the number of hits he allows. In 2017, he allowed 7.5 hits per nine innings. That is 
easily the lowest total in a big-league career that began in 2005. 
 
Santana doesn’t offer much when asked about his pitching effectiveness and strategies, but he often followed a time-honored pattern: Get 
ahead with his fastball, periodically back hitters off the plate with inside pitches, and finish off at-bats with an effective slider. 
 
“A big part of Ervin’s game is being able to command his fastball,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “I think he makes guys uncomfortable, and 
he’s not afraid to pitch in to righties or lefties.” 
 
At the end of what might have been his most impressive season, Santana, like his team, will have to make his Yankee Stadium experience 
irrelevant. 
 
For his career, he is 6-10 with a 5.66 ERA against the Yankees. His ERA at new Yankee Stadium is 6.43. 
 
In his last start in the Bronx, Santana gave up a home run to Yankees slugger Aaron Judge. In 2015, Santana gave up two home runs to Greg Bird, 
then called new Yankee Stadium “a joke.” 
 
The right field foul pole at The Stadium is 314 feet from home plate. A righthander like Santana can make a good pitch and watch it scrape over 
the wall, 315 feet away, for a home run. But it is always a mistake to complain about conditions that are the same for both teams, and Santana 
seemed determined on Monday to suppress bad Bronx memories. 



4 

 

 
Monday, before the Twins worked out at the newish ballpark, Santana tweeted a famous quote: “Anybody who doesn’t believe in miracles is 
not a realist.” 
 
Contrary to recent history, the Twins don’t require a miracle to win Tuesday night. They do need Santana to pitch like the leader of their staff, 
and not like so many Twins who have allowed Yankee Stadium, new or old, to establish residence between their ears. 
 
Twins' unexpected success could be the start of something big 

Phil Miller | Star Tribune | October 3, 2017  

 
It was all so exciting, more so because it was so unexpected. The summerlong chase of respectability, the daily check-the-standings intrigue, the 
jubilation of clinching and now, the prospect of one game to intensify the drama or end it with a thud — up close, the 2017 Twins season has 
been a rip-roaring adventure. 
 
The Twins went from the worst year in team history to become the first major league team to make the playoffs after a 100-loss season. 
 
It will reach a crescendo Tuesday night in New York, nine innings (or more) of instant grief or gratification, when the Twins face a one-game 
wild-card duel with the Yankees, Minnesota’s first postseason action since 2010. Win that game, probably no worse than a 60-40 proposition 
with their best pitcher on the mound, and a memorable season becomes electrifying, with playoff games at Target Field next weekend — and 
the opportunity to dream even bigger — the reward. 
 
But wash the champagne out of your hair and take a step back. Put the season in a larger context. Add some historical perspective, and realize 
that over the long term, what the Twins are doing is … well, even a bigger thrill than these past two weeks of delirium. 
 
Why? Because all indications, including the Twins’ own history, suggest that the 2017 postseason, no matter if it lasts one anticlimactic night or 
an entire magical month, is only the prelude to something that figures to last much longer. 
 
“The reality is, there are cycles to this game,” Twins President Dave St. Peter said. “You want to avoid significant valleys, the long downturns, 
and unfortunately, we’ve been unable to do that. But the good news is, it feels like that’s behind us now. We believe we are on the cusp of an 
upturn that could result in some great things — including, hopefully, bringing another world championship here.” 
 
Complete turnaround 
 
Faith wasn’t easy to come by six months ago, not in the wake of a 59-103 fiasco that cost General Manager Terry Ryan his job and put a ceiling 
on the natural preseason optimism. Manager Paul Molitor mustered enthusiasm for his team’s young hitters — “I have a lot of confidence in 
how our team is going to perform offensively. We have the raw materials here for a really high-performing offense,” he gamely asserted (and 
correctly, as it turned out) in February, on the eve of spring training — but even internally, the team was bracing for another difficult summer. 
 
Who could blame them? No MLB team had ever followed a 100-loss season with a postseason appearance, even with the expansion of the 
playoffs to 10 teams. And only modest changes were made to the roster last winter, the team doubling down on its commitment to its 
prospects. 
 
“I don’t think anybody expected to advance to postseason play,” St. Peter said. “We did have high hopes that we could be markedly better than 
a year ago, but let’s be honest, that’s not really saying much. But what is most rewarding is the way we got it done, the way  our core group has 
stepped up, and the way they have pulled together as a team in every sense of the word. They love each other, they pull for each other, and 
that’s really infectious to be around.” 
 
The team’s fans are slowly becoming infected again as well, captivated by the resilience of a team that never crumbled under slumps, and that 
even drew motivation from its own front office’s apparent surrender in July, when the Twins traded away All-Star closer Brandon Kintzler and 
newly acquired veteran pitcher Jaime Garcia. “We should be adding players. It’s frustrating,” veteran second baseman Brian Dozier objected. “I 
don’t know anybody in here who has given up.” 
 
They rallied with a 20-win August that catapulted them back into playoff contention, and charmed a community that has gradually grown 
enthralled by their success. 
 
An up cycle? 
 



5 

 

The Twins’ history has followed a pattern, with a handful of distinct eras of success separated by long periods of bottom-feeding. Harmon 
Killebrew, Tony Oliva and Jim Kaat brought the World Series to Minnesota in 1965, narrowly missed repeating that success exactly 50 years ago 
today on the 1967 season’s final day by just one victory, and then won two division championships, all in the space of six years. 
 
The emergence in the mid-1980s of legends like Kirby Puckett and Kent Hrbek delivered the Twin Cities’ only two World Series titles in 1987 and 
1991. And when stars like Torii Hunter, Justin Morneau, Johan Santana and Joe Mauer arrived together roughly 15 years ago, the Twins 
embarked on a period of regular-season domination: six division titles in nine seasons, a run diminished by the exasperating lack of a postseason 
jackpot. 
 
Now, after six seasons of Target Field hibernation, here comes Byron Buxton, Jose Berrios, Eddie Rosario, Jorge Polanco and the currently 
hobbled Miguel Sano, the leading edge of a wave of homegrown talent, all still in their early 20s, that has been churning toward the major 
leagues since the last group moved on. Various combinations of these players won three championships at minor league levels before gradually 
reaching the top of the system, where they have joined with a few key holdover veterans like Dozier, Ervin Santana and a resurgent Mauer, 
enjoying his best season in half a decade. 
 
“We’ve all been aware of, and become excited by, the potential of these players as they’ve developed,” said Molitor, “but you  can’t know how 
they will react once they take that final step. You just have to have faith in the support system you provide them, and the players themselves.” 
 
Winning fans back 
 
The Twins sold more than 35,000 tickets apiece last week for two AL Division Series games that won’t be played unless they survive Tuesday’s 
wild-card game. 
 
“More importantly, we’re seeing some really positive things with our season ticket renewals for next year, and hopefully growth of our season-
ticket base,” St. Peter said. When the team moved into Target Field in 2010, the combination of the new park and winning team built a base of 
25,000 season tickets, but it declined to roughly half that by this year. 
 
“We took a huge hit from 2016 to 2017, and we understand that it’s probably a multiyear build to get back to a level of 16-17,000-plus, which is 
what our goal is,” St. Peter said. “Our fan base has been incredibly patient. They deserved better, and I can say with some confidence, they’re 
going to get better.” 
 
They still need to, if they’re going to live up to their promise. Even the greatest one-season improvement in franchise history hasn’t been 
enough to sweep away the wreckage of 2016, and the new baseball leadership team of Derek Falvey and Thad Levine has committed to upgrade 
where necessary — particularly with the pitching staff — and build with an eye toward more sustainable success. 
 
But as Twins fans know from experience, it’s a zero-sum game, and cycles eventually end. Better to enjoy it today. 
 
“We all know how hard it is to win, and how much work went in to getting here,” Dozier said. “I know we’re building for the future, and that’s 
fine. That’s great. But as players, we want to win right now.” 
 
Roster status of hobbled Miguel Sano to be decided late 

Phil Miller | Star Tribune | October 3, 2017  

 
NEW YORK – The Twins took fielding and batting practice Monday at Yankee Stadium, getting used to surroundings that likely will feel a lot 
different before a packed house Tuesday night. But one man was missing. 
 
Miguel Sano, whose roster status remains probable but not certain, spent the afternoon in the visitors’ clubhouse, undergoing treatment for his 
sore left shin and hitting a few pitches in the indoor cages. The Twins have until 9 Tuesday morning to submit their roster for the 7:07 p.m. 
game, and have said they will wait until the deadline to make the call on their hobbled slugger. 
 
The Yankees also have yet to reveal their 25-man squad, so why not keep them guessing, the Twins figure, about their plans for Sano? 
 
“Whether he’s going to start or not, I still haven’t inked it in yet,” manager Paul Molitor said, “but I’m waiting to have him on the bench.” 
 
Molitor said he wants to have Sano “in some capacity,” implying that the 24-year-old, who has hit five homers in just nine career games against 
the Yankees, likely will be limited to pinch-hit duty. Robbie Grossman figures to get the start if Sano, who has had eight at-bats in the six weeks 
since fouling a ball off his shin in mid-August, doesn’t make quick improvement. 
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Belisle ready for duty 
 
If the Twins win Tuesday, there’s a pretty good chance that Matt Belisle will be on the mound when it happens. And while that’s an exciting 
prospect, it’s also not one that the latter-day Twins closer is thinking about. 
 
“The biggest thing by far is that we get the win. Who pitches when isn’t one one-hundredth as important,” said Belisle, who has nine saves since 
All-Star closer Brandon Kintzler was traded to Washington in July. “I’ll pitch whenever Paul decides I’m needed.” 
 
He would like to do so next year, too, but despite a solid season as a 37-year-old veteran of 14 major league seasons, he is not assuming he will 
be offered a contract by anyone. 
 
“I learned a long time ago that [when] relievers accrue a certain amount of years, a lot of teams start to want to go with younger guys,” said 
Belisle, who earned a little over $2 million on a one-year contract he signed in February. “I don’t know what will happen next year. I just know 
that when it’s all done, I’ll go home and start working and I’ll hope for a phone call from somebody.” 
 
If it was the Twins, even better. “I’ve enjoyed this season tremendously. It’s been one of the most enjoyable years I’ve ever had, easily,” said 
Belisle, who has also played for the Reds, Rockies, Cardinals and Nationals. “When we left spring training, I was thrilled with the group we had, 
and I knew we had something special on the inside. So I’ve loved my time here, truthfully.” 
 
Sweet taste of celebrating 
 
It’s only one game, but it’s still worth celebrating. If they pull off the upset Tuesday, the Twins will enjoy their second champagne celebration in 
the clubhouse, GM Thad Levine said. 
 
“You have as many as you can,” Levine said. “My feeling is, you’re never entitled to the next celebration, so enjoy this one.” 
 
He believes the Twins’ beer-and-bubbly shower in Cleveland last Wednesday, upon clinching a wild-card berth, has a benefit beyond impromptu 
intoxication. 
 
“Without question, especially considering the sheer volume of players who had never done that at a major-league level. It’s important to have 
that experience and understand what you’re shooting for,” Levine said. “It’s not the literal champagne shower, but the celebration with all your 
teammates. It’s a special moment. That’s something I hope will galvanize our players going forward.” 
 
Etc. 
 
• Jason Castro said he will tread carefully behind the plate when Jacoby Ellsbury bats. Ellsbury, the majors’ all-time leader in drawing catcher’s 
interference, earned a free trip to first base by nicking Castro’s glove with his long, looping swing on Sept. 18, so “it’s something we always have 
to be aware of,” Castro said. “I’m definitely going to make an adjustment.” 
 
• Alfonso Marquez will be behind the plate for the game, MLB announced. Twins starter Ervin Santana is 4-2 with a 3.39 ERA in nine starts when 
Marquez is calling balls and strikes. New York’s Luis Severino is 0-1 with a 4.50 ERA in his lone start. Other umpires: crew chief Mike Winters, 
Eric Cooper, Lance Barksdale, Tripp Gibson and John Tumpane. 
 
ESPN's Olney: Twins vs. Yankees is a 'more level playing field' this time 

Michael Rand | Star Tribune | October 2, 2017  

 
Minnesota fans are painfully aware of the Twins’ playoff history against the Yankees. The Twins won the AL Central six times between 2002 and 
2010. And in four of those seasons — 2003, 2004, 2009 and 2010 — the Yankees knocked them out of the playoffs in the division series, going 
12-2 in the process. Having helped cover the vast majority of those playoff games — often drawing the assignment of covering the Yankees 
clubhouse — I’m well aware of the Twins’ history and the hold the Yankees have had on them. 
 
The Twins are back in the playoffs for the first time since that last defeat at the hands of the Yankees, so naturally … they have to play the 
Yankees. Minnesota fans are taking three approaches to Tuesday’s game at Yankee Stadium: 1) Gloom and doom based on past history. 2) 
Talking themselves into optimism. 3) Declaring the season is already a success and not investing heavily in whether Tuesday is a win or loss. 
 
To me, this one-game wild card game is fascinating from a number of different angles, with the matchup against the Yankees being chief among 
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them. In order to explore that further, I chatted Monday morning with ESPN’s Buster Olney, who covered the dynasty Yankees of the 1990s and 
early 2000s for the New York Times and is very familiar with their history with the Twins. 
 
The conversation underscored three key themes heading into Tuesday as we think about this game: 
 
THE HISTORY MEANS LESS THAN YOU PROBABLY THINK 
The Yankees’ playoff history against the Twins is filled with a few big “what-if” moments for the Twins, but mostly it’s built around a massive 
disparity in both payroll and playoff success that existed between the past rosters of the two teams. 
 
“It felt like in the previous meetings it’s just the Yankees were deeper and they had more stars and we knew why — they always spent more on 
payroll,” Olney said. “The margin for error was so close for Twins — like one bad call for an umpire down the left field line. You had to have 
everything go right for the Twins.” 
 
Those Yankees teams that beat the Twins — though only one went on to win the World Series in those four seasons — were built on veteran 
talent and had years of postseason success upon which to draw. 
 
Going into this year, though, the Yankees had missed the playoffs three of the past four seasons. In the other, they lost a one-game wild card 
playoff. 
 
“The Yankees still spend a lot of money and have a huge payroll but they’re heavily reliant on young players. This year the Yankees are (Aaron) 
Judge, (Luis) Severino and (Gary) Sanchez. They have high-priced guys around the edges, but this year it’s a more level playing field with the 
Twins,” Olney said. “They always had so much more postseason experience. They would have been shocked if they would have lost to the Twins 
back then. This group of Yankee players hasn’t had much success in the postseason, and the guys we just talked about have no postseason 
success.” 
 
Only one Twins player, by the way, was on both the 2010 and 2017 postseason roster: Joe Mauer. 
 
ONE GAME IS BETTER THAN FIVE IF YOU’RE THE TWINS 
The Yankees might be young, but they are still mighty. They closed by winning 20 of 28 games, including a three-game sweep of the Twins in 
September at Yankee Stadium. They won 91 games overall, and their scoring margin suggested they should have won 100. Their bullpen is 
devastating. Over the course of several games, they quite possibly present too many matchup problems for the Twins to handle. 
 
But this is not five games. It’s one. The Twins actually won Game 1 against the Yankees twice in Yankee Stadium back in the day (2003 and 2004, 
believe me I was there and it happened). They just couldn’t finish the job. 
 
“This is very much different. It’s a completely different situation,” Olney said. “This is not an extended series and depth doesn’t manifest itself as 
much in a winner-take-all game. One game is a coin flip. One ball bounces the wrong way and something crazy happens and everything 
changes.” 
 
HERE’S HOW THE TWINS CAN WIN, BUT … 
Lest you think we’re painting too optimistic a picture here, that isn’t the intent. The history is largely irrelevant and one game is better than five, 
but the Twins are still underdogs. It feels like there is one specific path to victory for Minnesota, but that route has more potholes than 
Interstate-94 after a harsh winter. 
 
First, as Olney notes, Ervin Santana has struggled mightily in the new Yankee Stadium, going 0-5 with a 6.43 ERA in six starts. Part of that is 
facing good hitters. Part of that is the type of pitcher Santana is, which has nothing to do with nerves or anything else the playoffs might bring. 
 
“Ervin has to pitch against his history,” Olney said. “He’s a fly ball pitcher in a park that’s unforgiving to right-handed fly ball pitchers. I’m curious 
to see how Paul Molitor will manage this game given that dynamic. Will he go quickly (to another pitcher)?” 
 
So the Twins need Santana to do well in a park that doesn’t suit him, and they’ll need to build a lead against Severino — who has 230 strikeouts 
and a 2.98 ERA, though who also struggled against the Twins last month. 
 
“I asked a Yankees guy how Severino will handle the moment as a high-adrenaline guy, and they really don’t know how he’s going to respond. 
You’ve seen guys like that respond poorly,” Olney said. “I wonder if there will be an advantage there for Santana over Severino.” 
 
Every team wants to play with a lead, but it will be particularly important for the Twins because of New York’s dominant bullpen. The Twins 
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have been resilient all season, but it’s hard to see them winning this game if they don’t have a lead after six innings. 
 
“You have to get a lead if you’re the Twins — not only to create some anxiety in the at-bats of Yankees but to avoid the impact of the bullpen,” 
Olney said. 
 
If you think it still feels like a familiarly thin margin for error for a Twins team in Yankee Stadium in October, you’re right. If you think it feels as 
daunting as it used to against Derek Jeter and co. in those five-game series? I’d say you’re wrong. 
 
Some notes from workout day before the Twins-Yankees wild card game. 

La Velle E. Neal | Star Tribune | October 2, 2017  

 
'Some tidbits from the Yankees press conferences on workout day before tomorrow's AL wild card throwdown. 
 
Yanks manager Joe Girardi said he will carry 10 pitchers and 15 position players for the game, which isn't that big of a surprise. They know who 
they will have active for the game, but have not informed the players of their decisions yet. 
 
Girardi was asked about Ervin Santana's 0-5 record at Yankee Stadium, and how that comes into play on Tuesday: 
 
"I can look at the game he pitched, he pitched pretty well here," Girardi said of Santana's Sept. 18 game in which he gave up two runs over 52/3 
innings. "He is a pitcher that has a lot of experience and a a lot of at bats. You can go back at some of the at bats (against Yankee hitters) are 
back to 2009. That doesn't tell you a lot about 2017, but the fact we recently saw him, the guys have an idea of what he is going to do. But they 
can say the same about Sev." 
 
Sev, is righthander Luis Severino, who will be on the hill for the Yankees. He lasted just three innings on Sept. 20 against the Twins, but his talent 
is undeniable. Severino grew up not far from Santana in the Dominican Republic but didn't really talk to him until the All-Star Game. 
 
"I don't know him a lot," Severino said. "I just spoke to him in the All Star Game, but I would say that he's a good guy. He's a great pitcher and 
looking forward to facing him. Wishing him good luck." 
 
Offense is the best thing going for the Twins as they enter the Wild Card game, and that is what concerns Severino as he prepares to face them. 
After a few batters on Sept. 20, the Twins appeared to make adjustments against him. 
 
"I think they're good hitters," Severino said. "They hit the ball a lot. They've got good runners. They like to bunt. So looking forward to go over 
there and try to make good pitches. Try to be more economical with my pitches." 
 
While Twins manager Paul Molitor is in his first postseason game as a skipper, Girardi, ahem, has a few under his belt. That includes some Game 
Seve's and the 2015 wild card game. So he was asked what's unique about running one game to move on in the postseason. 
 
"It's a gut feeling," he said. "It's a gut feeling, and you try to look at your experiences from the past and what your eyes have told you in the 
past, what certain numbers tell you in the past, and you do the best you can. The one thing is a manager or pitching coach who's making 
suggestions, a bench coach who's making suggestions, a third base coach who's sending a runner, they don't have the luxury of waiting to see 
what happens before making the decision or having a crystal ball. 
 
"So, again, you do the best you can with the information that you have at that time, and you live with it." 
 
The Twins arrived at Yankee Stadium at about 12:10 p.m. Molitor is about to meet with the media. Not sure if MLB Network is showing the 
press conferences, but Molitor, Santana, Brian Dozier and Joe Mauer are about to speak with the media. 
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Twins vs. Yankees: The New York view is confident (with a hint of concern) 

Howard Sinker | Star Tribune | October 2, 2017  

 
Of course the Yankees are favored in Tuesday night's wild card game, based both on current result and not-so-current history. If you break 
down aspects of the game, the Yankees have an advantage almost everywhere, with the exception of the fact that the Twins are playing with 
house money after coming off a 103-loss season. 
 
In other words, the Twins aren't supposed to be here and the Yankees aren't supposed to lose. 
 
Here's a look at some of what's being written and said in New York. 
 
At CBS New York, Ernie Palladino writes that the Yankees couldn't have planned things much better: "Anything can happen. Anything is possible. 
But if their respective final months were any indication, the deck is stacked heavily toward the Yankees.The Indians will present a far different 
challenge. And that’s only providing nothing untoward happens in the Bronx on Tuesday. But heading into the win-or-bust scenario, the Yanks 
couldn’t have planned a better entrance." 
 
Read his full report here. 
 
The Yankees Go Yard blog opens its game preview this way: "This is not the wild-card play-in game anyone expected in April. After losing 103 
games in 2016, Paul Molitor‘s Twins will take on Joe Girardi’s Yankees, who, themselves have sped up the organizational rebuild by an entire 
calendar year. For those who need a refresher on how these two teams fared most recently against one-another, it was a complete one-sided 
clobbering back on Sept 18-20, when the Bombers swept the Twinkies, 18-6 in total runs scored." 
 
Read the full post here. 
 
Tim Kurkjian of ESPN.com makes a comparison between the teams' bullpens. Guess who fares better? "Oh my. The league is hitting .205 off the 
Yankees' pen, by far the lowest opponents' average in the league. The relievers have 653 strikeouts in only 538 1/3 innings. Their top eight 
relievers all average a strikeout per inning, led by Chad Green, who has 103 strikeouts and 17 walks in 69 innings. They can follow him with, 
among others, Adam Warren, Tommy Kahnle, David Robertson, Dellin Betances and Aroldis Chapman, making the Yankees so dangerous in 
October because they can shorten a game to five innings. Chapman, it appears, is over his throwing issues from a month ago, and he is close to 
being his intimidating best. Meanwhile, the Twins traded their closer (Brandon Kintzler) to the Washington Nationals at the trade deadline, 
making a closer of Matt Belisle, who has been good, as has Trevor Hildenberger. But, the Twins' bullpen has only 482 strikeouts, the second 
fewest in the league." 
 
Here's the rest of his analysis 
 
Ken Davidoff of the New York Post tells Yankees fans they should be nervous: "The Yankees put together such an impressive season — they 
seem like such a bona fide threat this month against the Indians, Astros and Red Sox — that it would be a huge letdown to wrap things up 
Tuesday night. Whereas the Twins’ arrival here is more of a dizzying aberration. They can sell their fan base on progress no matter what goes 
down Tuesday. Will that compel the Yankees youngsters to press Yankees fans [are] hoping 2017 won’t end for a while. It shouldn’t wrap up 
Tuesday night. That doesn’t mean it won’t, though. You’ll just have to sweat it out with the Yankees themselves." 
 
Brian Murphy: Upstart Twins not frightened by ghosts of New York 

Brian Murphy | Pioneer Press | October 2, 2017  

 
NEW YORK — Ervin Santana flippantly guaranteed a win over the storied New York Yankees in Tuesday’s American League wild-card game. Like 
the rest of the upstart Minnesota Twins, he has nothing to lose. 
 
Santana already is 0-5 with a 6.43 earned-run average in six starts at Yankee Stadium II, where he will take the mound in a one-game showdown 
against Minnesota’s postseason archnemesis. He also was tagged for the loss in relief for the Angels during the 2009 American League 
Championship Series. 
 
None of that resonated with the Twins’ ace right-hander Monday when he was asked during a news conference about his unfulfilling history in 
the Bronx. 
 
“How many games do I pitch here?” Santana asked his inquisitor, ESPN’s Buster Olney. “And how many wins?” 
 



10 

 

Zip. Zilch. Nada. 
 
“So tomorrow is going to be one,” Santana said with a twinkle in his eye. 
 
The Twins’ ghastly playoff legacy with the Yankees is impossible to ignore for anyone who has invested emotionally and financially with the little 
engine that could from the AL Central. 
 
They have lost 10 of 12 postseason games to the Yankees in four division series defeats — 2003, 2004, 2009 and 2010. They are 9-21 in 30 
regular-season games over nine seasons in this ballpark, including a three-game sweep by New York just last week. 
 
But the Twins are not chasing the demons of Ron Gardenhire, Phil Cuzzi and the Piranhas. They are chasing their October dream. And this 
winner-take-all is the perfect opportunity for the 2017 Twins to break free from the shackles of history and make some of their own. 
 
Santana was cool as a cucumber during his media session before Monday’s workout, answering questions in Spanish and English with the 
confidence of a true believer. Earlier in the day, he re-tweeted a GIF showing the final seconds of Team USA’s upset over the Soviet Union in 
hockey at the 1980 Winter Olympics. 
 
“Anyone who doesn’t believe in miracles is not a realist,” Santana wrote with a series of hashtags, including #SMELLBASEBALL!!!” 
 
“Smell baseball is like the passion for the game, that game that I love since I was little. It means a lot,” said Santana, who grew up in the 
Dominican Republic. “That tweet is, you know, just trying to be positive. Just trying to be positive and just create good things for me and for our 
team. So, I have to look it up.” 
 
Joe Mauer does not have to look up anything to know he has been a playoff bystander for seven years. He is the only Twin remaining from the 
Yankees’ consecutive series sweeps in 2009 and ’10. 
 
“Really, (for) this team, it doesn’t mean a whole lot,” Mauer said. “I’m probably the only one (for whom) it means a little bit more, maybe. It’s a 
different team, and they’ve got a different team over there. So, we’re looking forward to tomorrow night and then see what happens.”  
 
Santana has more experience than his counterpart, New York starter Luis Severino, who is making his postseason debut. These are not the 
dominant Yankees of the ’00s but another upstart bunch like the Twins, whose rebuilding projects led each team back to the playoffs. 
 
Long gone from New York are Derek Jeter, Alex Rodriguez, Mark Teixeira and Jorge Posada. These are the Baby Bombers of Aaron Judge, Gary 
Sanchez and Didi Gregorious. 
 
The pressure is all on the Yankees. They won 91 games. They have the 27 world championship banners. And they are playing at home in front of 
an electrified crowd that not only expects the Yankees to win but demands it. 
 
The Twins are baseball’s first team to reach the playoffs one year after losing 103 games. Manager Paul Molitor likened his greenhorns to 
freshmen basketball players who shed the label in the cauldron of March Madness. 
 
The Twins have been given up for dead so many times, a hearse has been circling Target Field since midseason — wasting gasoline. They were 
fading so fast in late July that management traded away starting pitcher Jaime Garcia and closer Brandon Kintzler for prospects, sparking a near 
mutiny in the clubhouse. 
 
Minnesota was 52-56 on Aug. 5 and then closed the season on a 33-21 run. They led the major leagues in scoring over that span despite losing 
slugger Miguel Sano to an injured shin that leaves his status for Tuesday’s wild-card game a wild card. 
 
“These guys have been through a lot this year, and I think even the guys that maybe even if this is their first go-round, they’re way better off 
than they were at the start of the year and what some of these guys endured last year, too,” said Molitor. 
 
“It’s a one-game deal. If inexperience shows up, we can’t predict that. I think we’re going to play a good game. A lot of confidence in that group 
in there, and it’s going to be a lot of fun.” 
 
The Twins have one game to make a statement, one win to change history and enough confidence not to be burdened by it all. 
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Twins remain hopeful of including Miguel Sano in a reserve role 

Mike Berardino |Pioneer Press | October 2, 2017  
 

NEW YORK –Miguel Sano did not hit on the field during Monday’s workout at Yankee Stadium, but the Twins’ all-star slugger still looks like a 
good bet to be included on the roster for Tuesday night’s American League wild-card game. 
 
“It’s been challenging trying to get him prepared in such a short window,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said Monday. “I think we’re encouraged 
that he’s going to be available (Tuesday) in some capacity. We’re going to see how the workout goes today. Whether he’s going to start or not, I 
still haven’t inked it in yet, but I’m waiting to have him on the bench.” 
 
Final rosters must be submitted by 9 a.m. Central on Tuesday, with first pitch not slated until more than 10 hours later. 
 
Sano went 1 for 8 with three strikeouts over the weekend against the Detroit Tigers in his first game action in nearly six weeks after fouling a 
ball off his left shin on Aug. 18. Sano has five homers in nine career games against the Yankees but he is a combined 1 for 6 with four strikeouts 
and a walk against the top four relievers in the vaunted Yankees bullpen. 
 
The only hit was a line single off right-hander Dellin Betances, who has struggled with control this year. Sano grounded out in his only at-bat 
against left-handed closer Aroldis Chapman, who throws 103 mph; and has three strikeouts and a walk against David Robertson and a strikeout 
in his only look at Chad Green. 
 
“If he’s healthy and good to go, psychologically that’s exceptionally great to have him on the bench,” Twins second baseman Brian Dozier said. 
“But if he’s not, then that’s a whole different ballgame. Or maybe if he is and the timing isn’t where it needs to be. It does take a long time to 
get your timing back if you miss that amount of time.” 
 
While Sano has yet to hit a ball in the air since his return, Dozier was heartened by the loud single (113.6 mph exit velocity) on Saturday. 
 
“I feel like he swung the bat OK the past couple of games,” Dozier said. “You can’t try to judge stuff on hits. I do it on bat speed and where he’s 
at and picking up breaking balls. We’ll regroup after (Tuesday), but we’re just talking about one game. It could just be one pitch. He could be the 
new Kirk Gibson.” 
 
EARLY QUIET 
 
Even with 50,000 screaming New Yorkers packed into Yankee Stadium, Twins catcher Jason Castro knows first-hand it is possible to prevail here 
in the postseason. He experienced that with the Houston Astros just two years ago in a 3-0 win over Masahiro Tanaka in the wild-card game. 
 
“It got quiet here early,” Castro said. “We hit a couple home runs and got a pretty good lead. It was the only time I’d ever seen Yankee Stadium 
where you could hear a pin drop. For us that was pretty cool. Their crowd is definitely one of the advantages they have playing at home, but if 
you can take them out as soon as possible, that’s great.” 
 
Colby Rasmus and ex-Twin Carlos Gomez hit solo homers in the second and fourth innings, respectively, and 2015 Cy Young Award winner Dallas 
Keuchel cruised through six shutout innings on three hits and seven strikeouts. 
 
“Winning here, people were not happy, I’m sure,” Castro said. “That, for us, was even more part of the fun. I remember being in the bullpen 
prior to the game and just hearing people above the pen heckling the best they could. Once we started and the game started progressing, that 
was a cool experience. We got those runs, and you could just feel the momentum change here.” 
 
A rematch with 14-game winner Luis Severino, whom they chased after a 46-pitch third inning on Sept. 20, shouldn’t faze a Twins team that 
improved by 26 wins over a 59-win 2016. 
 
“Obviously any given day is different in this game,” Castro said. “At the same time I think having that familiarity from just a little over a week 
ago is pretty beneficial for us as well.” 
 
BRIEFLY 
 
The five active players who didn’t travel with the Twins for the wild-card game were infielder Niko Goodrum, swingman Aaron Slegers and 
relievers Michael Tonkin, Nik Turley and John Curtiss. Unlikely to be included on Tuesday’s roster but still on the trip are veteran reliever Glen 
Perkins along with starters Bartolo Colon, Kyle Gibson and Adalberto Mejia. 
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Young Twins hitters benefit from the teaching skills of James Rowson 

Mike Berardino |Pioneer Press | October 2, 2017  
 

NEW YORK — Before towering Aaron Judge became the top young star in baseball, a 52-homer MVP candidate and the most feared weapon in 
the New York Yankees’ revamped lineup, the rookie right fielder learned at the feet of James Rowson. 
 
Before being hired by the surprising Twins to replace former World Series winner Tom Brunansky as their big-league hitting coach last winter, 
Rowson spent the past three seasons (and seven of the past 10) molding the swings of Judge, Gary Sanchez, Greg Bird, Clint Frazier and other 
impressive young Yankees as the organization’s minor-league hitting coordinator. 
 
“James has always been just a great teacher,” Judge said as the Twins and Yankees prepared to face off Tuesday night in the American League 
wild-card game. “He knows hitting. He knows how to teach it. That’s the coolest thing. The Twins, they got one of the best in the business.” 
 
If you’re wondering how the Twins improved from 16th in runs a year ago to seventh this year, posting the fifth-highest total (815) in Minnesota 
history, it helps to understand the methods of a 41-year-old who was released out of A-ball by the Seattle Mariners and finished out his playing 
career making $700 a month with the Cook County (Ill.) Cheetahs in the independent Frontier League. 
 
If you’re curious how Byron Buxton, Miguel Sano, Eddie Rosario, Jorge Polanco and Eduardo Escobar all took major steps forward in this 85-win 
season, how Joe Mauer got back to being a .300 hitter and how the Twins went from 22nd in on-base percentage to seventh while actually 
scoring more runs without Sano’s power bat in their lineup, consider the Rowson Effect. 
 
“He spoke your same language, which is a tough thing to do when you’re a hitting coach,” Judge said. “As a coordinator, you have 200 guys 
under you, and they all speak different languages with hitting. Some may say, ‘I stay on my back hip’ or ‘I stay on my back side’ or different 
things. He just always knew how I would say it and he would keep repeating it.” 
 
That’s how an offhand comment becomes a calming mantra, during pregame work or with the season on the line. 
 
“He just did that so well,” Judge said. “That’s what makes him the great hitting coach that he is.” 
 
It starts with listening. Watching, listening, thinking, waiting. 
 
That’s how Rowson, a former high school quarterback drafted in the ninth round as an outfielder out of all-boys Mount St. Michael Academy in 
the Bronx, approached his new class of pupils this spring down in Fort Myers, Fla. 
 
“What I learned as a young coach was listening was the most important part of coaching,” Rowson said. “When you listen, you start to hear 
those words and terminologies come from the player. You hear how they identify with what they’re trying to do. I learned to use the phrase 
that’s most comfortable for them, not what’s most comfortable for me.” 
 
Being around the likes of Gary Denbo in the Yankees’ system, and current Cleveland Indians hitting coach Ty Van Burkleo during his time in the 
Angels’ system (2002-05), helped shape Rowson as he transitioned from the field to the instructional side. 
 
Old-school hitting coaches might have come with deeply engrained philosophies, but that won’t work in the modern game, where pitchers 
throw harder than ever and mountains of video and analytical data provide greater tools and challenges than prior generations experienced. 
 
“When each guy steps in the cage, you just remember what they’re working on, and they’re all different,” Rowson said. “That’s the beauty of 
hitting, and you see it every day. Some guys think, ‘I want to get on top of the ball’ and other guys think, ‘I want to get underneath it.’ I always 
say, if they’re successful hitters, they’re both right. You just have to use what works for them rather than try to put everybody into one little 
box.” 
 
At least half a dozen times this season, the Twins have bashed their way out of an early deficit of five or more runs. They are the team that 
simply won’t stay buried, and for that they point to the unwavering positivity of their first-year hitting coach, who spent a season and a half with 
the rebuilding Chicago Cubs in 2012-13 on their way to a historic turnaround of their own. 
 
“For the most part, everyone that’s in this room has the talent to play up here or we wouldn’t be here,” said Twins outfielder Robbie Grossman, 
one of a handful of switch-hitters on the Twins’ roster. “At this level, it’s all about confidence and showing up every day with a clean slate. 
That’s what J-Row does for us.” 
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With the help of holdover assistant hitting coach Rudy Hernandez, whom Rowson credits for his keen eye and assistance in building trust with 
players, Twins hitters have taken on the personalities of their teachers. 
 
“This game is tough enough,” Rowson said. “You need to stay positive. One thing I’m always talking about with the players is to be yourself, 
have fun, show up every day and enjoy the game. That’s something I write on our board in the cage every day: ‘Have fun, have a plan and enjoy 
the game.’ ” 
 
Despite getting swept at Yankee Stadium just two weeks ago, and outscored 18-6, the Twins will enter Tuesday’s game with at least a puncher’s 
chance. Maybe the young kids don’t know any better, but they will correctly tell you the history of Twins postseason failure against the Yankees 
— in 2003, 2004, 2009 and 2010 — doesn’t apply to them. 
 
The only real shared history for the bulk of hitters on both sides is Rowson. 
 
“It will be great because it’s a postseason game, but they’re on the other side now,” Rowson said of his former Yankees pupils. “We’re going in 
to win, man, and we like our chances with the guys we have here. They’ve been resilient all year. It’s just another game. We’ll go in there and 
hopefully go to work and get the win.” 
 
Bert Blyleven’s son ran back in to try to save lives during Las Vegas massacre 

Lindsey Bever and Wesley Lowery |Pioneer Press | October 2, 2017  
 

Seconds after the pop-pop-pops started echoing through the Las Vegas Strip on Sunday night, the music stopped and concertgoers tried to 
decide what had happened. 
 
“That’s gunshots,” one person said. “That’s gunshots.” 
 
“Get down,” another person shouted. “Stay down.” 
 
People started to scream as bullets sprayed into a crowd of thousands of attendees at the three-day Route 91 Harvest festival in Las Vegas. 
 
Some people started to scatter and search for cover. 
 
But some people stayed behind — or even made their way to the chaotic and deadly scene — to help the victims of the deadliest mass shooting 
in modern American history. 
 
A gunman had opened fire as country music singer Jason Aldean sang onstage. 
 
At least 50 people were killed, including an off-duty police officer with the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department, authorities said. More 
than 400 others, including two on-duty officers, were injured. 
 
The gunman, identified by police as 64-year-old Stephen Paddock, was found dead in his hotel room on the 32nd floor of the Mandalay Bay 
Resort and Casino by Las Vegas SWAT officers. 
 
Former minor league baseball player Todd Blyleven, who had traveled with family and friends from Dallas for the concert, said they were center 
stage, toward the back, when they heard a “pop-pop-pop.” 
 
“You look up and you could see the muzzle flashes from the window at the Mandalay Bay,” said Blyleven, who is the son of Hall  of Fame pitcher 
Bert Blyleven. “The stage went black, Jason Aldean and his crew all ducked and ran offstage. Everybody started screaming, and then you start to 
see people going down.” 
 
Blyleven said he and his brother-in-law guided their group out of the venue, ducking behind barbecue vendor carts, as gunshots continued to 
strike around them. Once he had gotten his group out, Blyleven headed back into the concert venue, joining a group of volunteers who hoped 
to get more people out. 
 
“The shooting just seemed like it went on for 10 or 15 minutes,” said Blyleven. He said he saw a police officer who had been shot through the 
neck, and carried out the lifeless body of a young woman who had been hit. 
 
“Young girls and guys, older folks. Just people walking out of a country concert with bullet holes,” he recalled. “Everybody was just trying to do 
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whatever they could to get these poor people out of the gunfire.” 
 
Blyleven said he has no formal medical training but that he felt obligated to do whatever he could to save lives. 
 
“I just felt like I had to,” said Blyleven, who estimated that he may have helped about 30 or 40 people get away from the gunfire. “I would hope 
that if me, or my family, was in a situation like that, that someone would come in and get me.” 
 
During the gunfire, Mike McGarry, a 53-year-old financial adviser from Philadelphia, said he tried to shield his children. 
 
“It was crazy — I laid on top of the kids. They’re 20. I’m 53. I lived a good life,” McGarry told Reuters. He said he had shoe prints on the back of 
his shirt from people who ran over him to get away. 
 
A parade of police officers, firefighters and paramedics rushed to the scene of the shooting, where good Samaritans were seen in photos 
kneeling down, tending to victims. 
 
One man told Fox News that he hid behind a table and, when it was all over, helped load several bodies into a truck. 
 
One video showed someone approach a vehicle, telling the driver: “Hey Bud, right now, we need your truck. We just need to get people over to 
the hospital, OK?” 
 
“OK,” a woman said from inside the vehicle. “Put them all in the back.” 
 
In the background, people appeared to be carrying victims on pieces of fencing to get them to safety. 
 
“Oh, my God,” the woman said, her voice shaking. “Baby, this is horrible.” 
 
In the hours after the shooting, a nearby blood donation center became full, and people who lived nearby were trying to find ways to help those 
still at the scene. 
 
Jessica Perez, who was at home in bed when she heard about what had happened, told the Las Vegas Review-Journal that she loaded water into 
her car and she and her brother and her cousin headed for the scene of the shooting. 
 
“We couldn’t just sit at home doing nothing,” the 21-year-old from Las Vegas told the newspaper. “Everyone was begging us, please don’t go, 
but we couldn’t sit there.” 
 
“My heart hurts, and I can’t believe this is happening in my home,” Perez added. 
 
Wild 1: Twins-Yanks tonight! Data with destiny? 

David Adler |MLB.com | October 3, 2017  
 

The Yankees are hoping to bring American League Division Series baseball back to the Bronx for the first time in five years. But the Twins are 
looking to do what the Astros did two years ago -- knock out the Bombers on their home turf. 
 
New York and Minnesota meet in the AL Wild Card Game at Yankee Stadium tonight. The Yankees took the regular-season series, four games to 
two, and are only a few weeks removed from a three-game September sweep of the Twins in the Bronx. But in one winner-take-all game, 
anything can happen, and tonight's should be a great one, with each team's ace set to take the mound: Luis Severino for the Yankees and Ervin 
Santana for the Twins. 
 
This game will also showcase some of the game's Statcast™ kings -- with Aaron Judge and Byron Buxton leading the way. In fact, all season long, 
as both clubs made their run to the postseason, Statcast™ was following every aspect of their performance. Here are five key Statcast™ facts to 
know about this matchup: 
 

1. Aaron Judge can crush baseballs like no one else in the playoffs 
 

All Rise. No one should be sitting down when Judge steps to the plate in a postseason game. The Yankees' rookie phenom and Most Valuable 
Player Award candidate hit an AL-best 52 home runs during the regular season, and they weren't just any old homers. Judge hit the ball harder 
and farther than most humans can even dream of. Within a span of two days, he hit the farthest and the longest home runs of the MLB season -
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- a 121.1-mph shot on June 10, followed by a 495-foot monster blast on June 11 that cleared the Yankee Stadium bleachers. The 121.1-mph 
home run set a Statcast™ record for home run exit velocity, and even besides that, Judge has seven of the 10 hardest-hit home runs in the 
Major Leagues this year. 
 
"This is what it's all about: postseason baseball," Judge said Monday. "The regular season, it's kind of like Spring Training's over. This is the 
regular season now. This is what it's all about. This is where a lot of those numbers that are hanging out there in left field, this is where they 
made a name for themselves, in the postseason." 
 
Highest exit velocity on HR, 2017 
1. Aaron Judge: 121.1 mph -- June 10 vs. Orioles 
2. Aaron Judge: 119.4 mph -- April 28 vs. Orioles 
3. Giancarlo Stanton: 118.7 mph -- Sept. 28 vs. Braves 
4. Aaron Judge: 118.6 mph -- June 11 vs. Orioles 
5. Aaron Judge: 118.4 mph -- July 4 vs. Blue Jays 
6. Aaron Judge: 118.3 mph -- Sept. 30 vs. Blue Jays 
7. Giancarlo Stanton: 118.2 mph -- Aug. 25 vs. Padres 
8. Aaron Judge: 117.2 mph -- Sept. 14 vs. Orioles 
9. Aaron Judge: 117.0 mph -- Aug. 16 vs. Mets 
10. Nelson Cruz: 116.8 mph -- Sept. 27 vs. A's 
• Statcast™ stars Judge, Buxton to face off 
 

2. Joe Mauer remains one of the most disciplined hitters in baseball 
 

The Twins enter the AL Wild Card Game with a lineup anchored by their longtime leader, Mauer, who has found himself at the plate in 2017. 
Mauer hit .305 this season, his first time over .300 since 2013, his final season as a catcher before concussions forced him to first base. Mauer is 
extremely selective and disciplined at the plate -- he chased just under 20 percent of pitches outside the strike zone, the 15th-lowest chase rate 
among MLB regulars. He rarely misses -- he whiffed on only 12.7 percent of his swings this year, the fifth-lowest whiff rate in baseball. And 
when he swings, he squares up the baseball. Mauer ranked ninth in baseball with 203 hard-hit balls -- batted balls with exit velocity of 95 mph 
or higher -- and 21.7 percent of his swings this season produced a hard-hit ball, tied for the highest rate in the Majors. 
"There's some argument for him being our most valuable player," Twins manager Paul Molitor said of Mauer. 
Highest percent of swings resulting in hard-hit balls (95+ mph exit velocity), 2017 
Min. 750 total swings 
1-T. Joe Mauer: 21.7 percent 
1-T. Yuli Gurriel: 21.7 percent 
3. Mookie Betts: 20.8 percent 
4. Manny Machado: 20.5 percent 
5. DJ LeMahieu: 19.8 percent 
 

3. Gary Sanchez can hit, too 
 

Don't sleep on Judge's fellow masher. He had 33 home runs of his own this season -- the most by a catcher since Javy Lopez hit 43 in 2003 -- and 
when he gets ahold of one, it goes a long way. Judge might have the longest home run of the 2017 season, but Sanchez is right behind him: 
Sanchez's titanic 493-foot homer over the left-field seats in Detroit tracked just behind Judge's 495-footer in the Bronx. Of the nearly 250 hitters 
with double-digit homers this year, The Kraken averaged the fifth-hardest exit velocity, 107.3 mph, behind only Judge (who led the Majors at 
110.0 mph), Stanton (109.3),Cruz and Joey Gallo (107.7). 
 
"For a catcher, [33 home runs is] really, really good," Yankees manager Joe Girardi said Monday. "I think he's handled [the pressure of high 
expectations] really well. I think he handles the challenges of getting better really well, and I think he'll handle the challenge tomorrow night 
really well." 
 
Longest HR in MLB, 2017 
1. Aaron Judge: 495 feet -- June 11 vs. Orioles 
2. Gary Sanchez: 493 feet -- Aug. 22 vs. Tigers 
3. Joey Gallo: 490 feet -- Sept. 17 vs. Angels 
4. Kennys Vargas: 483 feet -- June 20 vs. White Sox 
5-T. Nelson Cruz: 482 feet -- Aug. 18 vs. Rays 
5-T. Mark Reynolds: 482 feet -- July 23 vs. Pirates 
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4. The Yankees throw gas 

 
The Yankees' pitching staff features some of the hardest throwers in baseball. That starts with Severino, whose four-seam fastball averaged 97.5 
mph this season, tied with Reds rookie Luis Castillo for the hardest of any regular starting pitcher in the Majors. And it extends to the bullpen. 
Closer Aroldis Chapman averaged 100.0 mph with his fastball, the highest of any pitcher in the game, marking the fourth straight season his 
heater has averaged triple digits. Fellow late-inning reliever Dellin Betances isn't far behind, having averaged 98.3 mph with his four-seamer, 
tied for fourth-highest in the Majors. Tommy Kahnle (97.6 mph average fastball velocity) and Chad Green (95.8 mph) also bring fire out of the 
bullpen. 
 
"[Severino's] stuff is electric. He's hard-throwing, and throws the slider very hard," Twins second baseman Brian Dozier said. "He's starting the 
game, but we also know their bread and butter is their bullpen." 
 
Highest average 4-seam fastball velocity, SP, 2017 
Min. 500 4-seamers thrown as SP 
1-T. Luis Severino: 97.5 mph 
1-T. Luis Castillo: 97.5 mph 
3. Carlos Martinez: 96.4 mph 
4. Jon Gray: 96.0 mph 
5. Gerrit Cole: 95.9 mph 
 
Highest average 4-seam fastball velocity, RP, 2017 
Min. 100 4-seamers thrown as RP 
1. Aroldis Chapman: 100.0 mph 
2. Trevor Rosenthal: 98.5 mph 
3. Felipe Rivero: 98.4 mph 
4-T. Dellin Betances: 98.3 mph 
4-T. Craig Kimbrel: 98.3 mph 
4-T. Walker Buehler: 98.3 mph 

5. Byron Buxton is a defensive star 
 

"Us outfielders have this thing," Buxton said after making a sensational diving catch on Opening Day, "where nothing falls but raindrops." That 
play had a catch probability of just 24 percent, according to Statcast™, making it a 5-Star catch -- the highest level of difficulty Statcast™ can 
assign a play. Buxton excels at making those highlight reel-type catches -- he's made 29 total 4- or 5-Star catches this season, the most of any 
outfielder in baseball. Buxton also tops the charts in Statcast™'s newest metric for outfield defense, Outs Above Average. He's been worth 24 
Outs Above Average individually this season, best in the Majors, and has lifted the Twins to 30 OAA, the best of any team outfield. Buxton's 
sensational speed helps make all those catches possible. So it should come as no surprise that Buxton also sits atop Statcast™'s Sprint Speed 
leaderboard, just ahead of Billy Hamilton. Buxton's skillset could be a big difference-maker in a one-game playoff. 
 
"Nobody expected us to be here," Buxton said Monday. "We have the least pressure of the two teams. We have to just keep going out there 
and having fun. The more relaxed we are, the more freely we play." 
 
Most Outs Above Average (OAA), individual OF, 2017 
1. Byron Buxton: 24 
2. Ender Inciarte: 19 
3-T. Mookie Betts: 15 
3-T. Adam Engel: 15 
3-T. Lorenzo Cain: 15 
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Santana seeking redemption in the Bronx 

Rhett Bollinger |MLB.com| October 3, 2017  
 

NEW YORK -- As Ervin Santana sat at the podium in the news conference room at Yankee Stadium on Monday in advance of his start in tonight's 
American League Wild Card Game, he was asked about his record at the ballpark since it opened in 2009. 
 
Santana asked how many times he'd pitched at the stadium -- six times -- and then asked how many times he'd won, and he came back with a 
quip when he was told he was 0-5 with a 6.43 ERA at the third iteration of the ballpark. 
 
"Tomorrow is going to be one," Santana said with a smile. 
 
Not much gets to the 13-year veteran, who will be matched up with fellow Dominican Republic native Luis Severino. Severino (2.98 ERA) and 
Santana (3.28 ERA) had the two best ERAs among starters from the Dominican Republic, and they also finished No. 1 and No. 2 in Wins Above 
Replacement among Dominican starters. 
 
"It's two Dominicans going at it," Santana said. "It's a one-game playoff, and anything can happen." 
 
Santana has the advantage of postseason experience over Severino, including a career 3.27 ERA in 11 innings against New York in the 
postseason during his time with the Angels. Both pitchers possess electric sliders -- it remains Santana's out pitch, generating 205 swings and 
misses this year, which only trails sliders from Chris Archer, Patrick Corbin, Max Scherzer and Clayton Kershaw. 
 
"What makes him so effective is his ability to locate," said catcher Jason Castro, who helped Santana to a 2.73 ERA in the 25 times he caught him 
this year. "The quality of the stuff is definitely there. But he can throw anything at any time and is confident in all his pitches. He doesn't fall into 
patterns because of his command and trust of his stuff. But his slider has been his bread and butter." 
 
The 12 players on the Yankees who have faced Santana have combined to hit .272/.316/.481 against him with eight homers in 162 at-bats. 
Castro could play a factor in neutralizing the lineup with his pitch-calling, as he was behind the plate for the Astros when Dallas Keuchel shut 
down the Yankees in the 2015 AL Wild Card Game at Yankee Stadium. 
 
But the Yankees appear confident against Santana given his struggles in the Bronx and against hitters such as Jacoby Ellsbury, Brett Gardner, 
Chase Headley and Greg Bird. 
 
"We have a good idea of how he's going to pitch us," said Gardner, who is a career .355 (11-for-31) hitter against Santana. "We've faced him a 
couple of times, and we're looking forward to the challenge." 
 
The Twins, though, believe in Santana, who has been their anchor the past two seasons, posting a combined 3.32 ERA over 392 2/3 innings that 
ranks as the 12th-best mark in the Majors over that span among qualified starters. 
 
Santana has pledged to treat the outing just like any start, and Twins second baseman Brian Dozier said he wouldn't want anybody else to take 
the mound tonight. 
"He's magic -- he's calm, cool and collected," Dozier said. "We relied on him for a lot, but at the same time, it's kind of just keep doing what he's 
been doing the whole year -- magic." 
 
Twins, Yanks set for Wild start to postseason 

Daniel Kramer and Joe Trezza | MLB.com | October 3, 2017  

 
After a full regular season of drama and intrigue, the postseason is finally here -- and back in the Bronx. The 2017 playoffs begin tonight at 
Yankee Stadium, where the Yankees and Twins will battle in the American League Wild Card Game. First pitch is set for 8 ET (ESPN). 
 
It's a matchup few saw coming when the season began, with Minnesota coming off a 59-103 2016 campaign and the Yankees still thought to be 
a year or two away from legitimate contention. But both clubs rebuilt in what felt like record time, as both relied on the progression of several 
key young players to quickly turn into contenders again. 
 
Sparked by the historic breakout year from right fielder Aaron Judge, the emergence of ace Luis Severino and backed by a lockdown bullpen, the 
Yankees are back in the postseason after a one-year hiatus. They hosted the 2015 AL Wild Card Game, but lost to the Astros. 
 
The Twins started hot, then kept winning as several young players learned how to excel at the Major League level. Coupled with solid years from 
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veterans Brian Dozier and Joe Mauer, the Twins used breakout campaigns from center fielder Byron Buxton, third baseman Miguel Sano, left 
fielder Eddie Rosario and starter Jose Berrios to beat out a crowded AL Wild Card field to make the postseason for the first time since 2010. 
Minnesota is the first team to make the playoffs a year after losing 100 games. 
 
"Talent doesn't win you games up here. Everyone's kind of all right here. When you get away from the fundamentals of the game, that's when 
you lose 103 games," Dozier said. "In Spring Training, we wanted to clean a lot of that stuff up. Keeping double plays in order, hitting cutoff 
men, all the little things per se that's supposed to always happen at this level that we got away from. We cleaned all that up, and it's been by far 
a totally different team." 
 
Now the fate of both teams rests on one game, and so it's no surprise they'll send their best arms to the mound. For Minnesota that is Ervin 
Santana, who enjoyed his best year in a Twins uniform at age 34, going 16-8 with a 3.28 ERA. Santana tied Indians ace Corey Kluber to lead the 
Majors with five complete games and three shutouts. He isn't a big strikeout pitcher, but he's effectively worked his slider off his fastball to 
induce a sizable 205 swinging strikes on the slider, fifth-most in the Majors on the pitch, per Statcast. He's also induced weak contact on 67.8 
percent of the total batted balls hitters have gotten against him, seventh-best (min. 300 batted balls). 
 
"A big part of Ervin's game is being able to command his fastball. I think he makes guys uncomfortable, and he's not afraid to pitch in to righties 
or lefties," said Twins manager Paul Molitor. "For me, the days when he doesn't have the ability to do that [are when things have] maybe gone a 
little bit haywire." 
 
Santana will be opposed by Severino, the hard-throwing righty who validated the Yankees' decision to keep him in the rotation prior to this 
season. The 23-year-old blossomed in 2017, going 14-6 with a 2.98 ERA and striking out 230 batters over 193 1/3 innings. No starter throws the 
ball harder, as Severino's 97.5-mph average on his four-seamer is tied with Luis Castillo for the MLB high among starters, per Statcast. 
 
"I think the month of September, there are moments of anxiety, and I think he's pitched well down the stretch," said Yankees manager Joe 
Girardi. "We've been really pleased with how he's done, how he's matured as a pitcher, his ability to slow things down, and that will become 
very important tomorrow." 
 
That's the matchup, with the winner set for a date with Cleveland in the AL Division Series presented by Doosan. 
 
Things to know about this game 
• Between Buxton and Judge, this game will feature two Statcast stars, who have each been the prominent catalysts of the tracking technology, 
and on totally opposite sides of its spectrum. For example, Buxton has been the poster boy of newly-installed Statcast metrics Catch Probability 
and Sprint Speed for his remarkable prowess in the field and on the basepaths. And Judge has helped quantify many new aspects of the game's 
most exciting play: the home run. 
 
• The Twins have some really good fastball hitters, and they'll need them to be geared up against Severino. The righty has an electric arm, one 
that allowed him to throw more triple-digit fastballs than any starter in baseball this season. Severino also keeps his velocity late into games, 
throwing more 100-plus mph fastballs after the seventh inning than any other starter. 
 
• The Yankees won the season series, 4-2, and swept Minnesota over a three-game set at Yankee Stadium in mid-September. They've also fared 
well against Minnesota historically. New York has won nine straight playoff games against the Twins, and 12 of 14 dating back to 2003. 
 
• The Twins will have Miguel Sano available off the bench, Molitor said at Monday's news conference. Their big bopper, who recorded 28 home 
runs, 77 RBIs and .865 OPS in the middle of the lineup in just 480 plate appearances, returned Saturday after missing 38 games with a stress 
reaction in his left shin 
 
Sano expected to be on roster for WC Game 

Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | October 2, 2017  

 
NEW YORK -- Miguel Sano is expected to be on the Twins' roster for the American League Wild Card Game, but he would likely be on the bench 
instead of starting at designated hitter, manager Paul Molitor said at Monday's news conference at Yankee Stadium ahead of tonight's game. 
 
In a surprise move on Friday, Sano was activated from the 10-day disabled list and made two starts over the weekend against Detroit, going 1-
for-8 with three strikeouts in what was a tryout to see if he'd be ready from a health standpoint to contribute in the postseason. He had enough 
issues with his timing that Molitor is hesitant to start him at DH over Robbie Grossman. 
 
"It's been challenging trying to get him prepared in such a short window," Molitor said. "I think we're encouraged that he's going to be available 
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tomorrow in some capacity. We're going to see how the workout goes today. Whether he's going to start or not, I still haven't inked it in yet, but 
I'm leaning toward having him on the bench." 
 
Sano missed 38 games with a stress reaction to his left shin suffered on Aug. 18, and he had been thought lost for the regular season until being 
cleared for the final series against the Tigers after meeting with two specialists. Sano had trouble with sliders and changeups in his return, but 
he did have a single on a fastball that had an exit velocity of 113.6 mph, which was tied for his third-hardest hit ball of the year, per Statcast™. 
 
Despite playing in just 114 games, Sano was second on the team with 28 homers and hit .264/.352/.507 with 77 RBIs. When healthy, he is the 
most potent power threat in the Twins' lineup. 
 
Sano ran in the outfield and took batting practice indoors at Yankee Stadium on Monday, but he didn't hit on the field and was not available to 
the media. Molitor will announce the official roster and lineup ahead of tonight's game, with rosters needing to be set 10 a.m. ET/9 CT. 
 
Worth noting 
• Right-hander Jose Berrios will be counted on as one of the club's primary relief options tonight despite never making a relief appearance in the 
Majors until Friday. Berrios threw 1 1/3 scoreless innings against the Tigers in that role, and the Twins are counting on him to potentially 
provide a boost in the bullpen. He wowed in relief in the World Baseball Classic, striking out Team USA's Giancarlo Stanton, Jonathan Lucroy, Ian 
Kinsler and Christian Yelich while allowing three unearned runs in the final at Dodger Stadium. 
 
"I'm putting him out there for a reason," Molitor said. "He's got stuff to get people out in big situations, and he's young, he's inexperienced. I get 
all that, too. But he stepped up for us all year long. So if it comes up in the right situation, he's definitely an option." 
 
How they were built: Twins 

Jonathan Mayo | MLB.com | October 3, 2017  

 
Taking over a team that finished last season with the worst record in baseball might sound similar to buying a foreclosed house. Both cases 
might be extreme fixer-uppers. 
 
But when Derek Falvey and Thad Levine came to run the day-to-day operations of the Twins in the fall of 2016, they were pleased to find out 
the organization had, to borrow a real estate term, pretty good bones. There was a foundation there they felt they could build on. 
 
"Not a day goes by where Derek and I aren't thankful for Terry Ryan, Deron Johnson, Mike Radcliff, Rob Antony and Vern Followell, the 
architects for what the Twins had been for quite some time," said Levine, the Twins' general manager. "We feel we've inserted some personnel, 
but by and large, the roster was in place before our arrival. If we've enhanced people's chances to succeed by a skosh, then we've contributed." 
Levine is well aware that the Twins' return to the postseason for the first time since 2010 is unexpected to say the least. The last, and only, time 
a team that had the No. 1 pick in the Draft (courtesy of having baseball's worst record the previous year) and went to the postseason that same 
year was when the 2008 Rays made it to the World Series. The Twins are the only team ever to lose 100 games and reach the postseason the 
following season. 
 
Add in the fact there was a change at the top of the organization and it seems even more unlikely. And this year, there are two teams like that, 
with the D-backs joining the Twins as surprising Wild Card participants. 
 
"It's rare to have two potential playoff contenders with new regimes," Levine said. "For things to go wrong to warrant a change, then to go that 
right to earn a playoff berth is pretty rare." 
 
HOMEGROWN 
 
Player, how acquired, year, Baseball-Reference WAR (25.9):  
Jose Berrios, Draft, 2012 (1st round), 1.8 
Byron Buxton, Draft, 2012 (1st), 5.1 
Brian Dozier, Draft, 2009 (8th), 4.5 
Tyler Duffey, Draft, 2012 (5th), -0.4 
Kyle Gibson, Draft, 2009 (1st), 0.3 
Zack Granite, Draft, 2013 (14th), 0.3 
Trevor Hildenberger, Draft, 2014 (22nd), 0.8 
Max Kepler, Int'l sign, 2009, 2 
Joe Mauer, Draft, 2001 (1st), 3.4 
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Jorge Polanco, Int'l sign, 2009, 2.1 
Taylor Rogers, Draft, 2012 (11th), 1.1 
Eddie Rosario, Draft, 2010 (4th), 1.7 
Miguel Sano, Int'l sign, 2009, 2.5 
Kennys Vargas, Int'l sign, 2009, 0.7 
 
The new regime obviously hasn't been able to add in any of its own homegrown talent to the big league roster yet, seeing that it just went 
through its first Draft and international signing period this year. But as Levine's tip of the cap to Ryan and company points out, this new group 
certainly leaned heavily on a core of players signed and developed in house. 
 
It can be broken into two groups. There are the veterans, starting obviously with Mauer, the Twins' No. 1 pick in 2001 and the only player who 
was around when the team last went to the postseason. He and Dozier are two draftees who have provided the kind of leadership teams need 
to get to October. 
 
Then there are the young kids, many of whom who have been asked to develop on the fly in the big leagues. The biggest example of that, of 
course, is Buxton, the No. 2 overall pick from the 2012 Draft. Initially rushed to the big leagues and slowed by injuries, things really started to 
click for the super-toolsy center fielder in the second half, with his .300/.347/.546 line after the All-Star break not coincidentally aligned with the 
Twins turning it on to reach the postseason. 
 
"It's a blend of a very talented young group of players maturing simultaneously at the big league level," Levine said. "That's really given us a 
meaningful talent boost to our overall team. We did give a little more attention to interspersing players with really good character and veteran 
leadership, building off of guys like Mauer and Dozier." 
TRADES/WAIVERS 
 
Player, year, acquired from, bWAR (3.6):  
+Ehire Adrianza, 2017, Brewers, 0.9 
Alan Busenitz, 2016, Angels, 0.7 
Eduardo Escobar, 2012, White Sox, 1.3 
Adalberto Mejia, 2016, Giants, 0.8 
*Ryan Pressly, 2012, Red Sox, -0.1 
*Acquired via Rule 5 draft 
+Acquired via waivers 
 
At the Trade Deadline, the Twins did not look or operate like a postseason-bound team. Yes, they had acquired lefty Jaime Garcia from the 
Braves, but he was gone after just one start. They also traded away closer Brandon Kintzler following a stretch that saw the Indians and Royals 
play very well at the same time the Twins faded. It wasn't a full-on fire sale, but it certainly wasn't a push for October. The end result was a team 
dealing an All-Star away, only to make the postseason. 
 
"We're trying to blaze a trail here," Levine joked. "The best we can do is to make decisions with information based on what we have on hand. 
Admittedly, when we acquired Jaime Garcia before the Deadline, we were looking at a shorter 2017 shorter lens. A week later, the landscape 
looked a little different. 
 
"But as vital as Kintzler was to us in the first half, and I have the utmost respect for what he did, I don't think we view that trade as pulling the 
plug on the 2017 season. Part of what the industry didn't expect, and us too, was how well the back end of the bullpen would respond. 
"It was eyebrow raising when we sold and it was eyebrow raising when we stayed in the race," Levine said. 
 
FREE AGENTS 
 
Player, year, bWAR (9.4):  
Matt Belisle, 2017, 0.1 
Jason Castro, 2016, 2.5 
Dillon Gee, 2017, 0.6 
Chris Gimenez, 2017, 0.7 
Robbie Grossman, 2016, 0.8 
Ervin Santana, 2014, 4.7 
Santana, signed as a free agent following the 2014 season, has also become part of that veteran core. Levine and Falvey knew they needed to 
add more, especially after consulting with manager Paul Molitor. 
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When the braintrust sat down with Molitor to discuss what happened between 2015, when the team was over .500, and 2016's 103-loss 
campaign, the Hall of Famer pointed to the retirement of Torii Hunter and the resulting void in leadership as a big contributing factor. Hunter 
was hired along with former Twins LaTroy Hawkins and Michael Cuddyer to assist. Each was given a list of veteran free agents, with the task to 
circle guys they thought had plus makeup and leadership qualities. 
 
"Among the three of them, they had either played with or played with someone who played with most of the guys on the list," Levine said. 
"Matt Belisle and Chris Gimenez were both on multiple lists. We thought they could help the maturation process." 
 
They were also committed to adding a steadying presence behind the plate. While they relied largely on recommendations for the other vets, 
the front office studied all the metrics they could find to hone in on Jason Castro. 
 
"The pursuit and acquisition of Castro was a greater scientific endeavor," Levine said. "Castro has been referred to as a pitching coach on the 
field. We got him for leadership skills on the field, his impact on the pitching staff, and that he's regarded as one of the best framers in the 
game. We've been extremely pleased with what he's done behind the plate and that's exactly what we were investing in." 
 
Zulgad: Don’t believe these Twins have a chance to beat Yankees? That’s just how they like it 

Judd Zulgad | 1500 ESPN | October 2, 2017  

 
The Twins went into New Yankee Stadium late last month and were outscored 18-6 in being swept in three games. This served as reason to 
provide a reminder of just how poorly the Twins have fared in the Bronx both in the regular season and playoffs. 
 
The Yankees are 89-33 against the Twins since the start of 2002, including winning 45 of 59 games at home. The Twins have been eliminated by 
New York in four of their past five playoff appearances, compiling a 2-12 record in losing in the Division Series in 2003, 2004, 2009 and 2010. 
Minnesota’s playoff losing streak is at four games in New York and the Yankees swept the series’ in 2009 and 2010. 
 
All of this could cause one to wonder why the Twins bothered heading east for the American League wild card playoff game on Tuesday. Only 
you get the feeling these Twins aren’t going to be intimidated or nervous for this game. 
 
It goes beyond the Twins having zero pressure on them and all the expectations being on the home team. That helps but these Twins seem to 
relish the fact that everyone thinks their season will be over when the sun rises on Wednesday. 
 
Righthander Ervin Santana, who will face Yankees righty Luis Severino on Tuesday, has started two playoff games and appeared in eight in his 
career. He is 2-2 with a 5.56 earned-run average. Santana also is 0-5 with a 6.43 ERA in six starts at New Yankee Stadium. 
 
Lacking confidence, Erv? 
 
“How many games do I pitch here?” Santana asked during Monday’s press conference. “And how many wins?” 
 
Informed the answer is zero, Santana said: “So tomorrow is going to be one.” 
 
This came one day after manager Paul Molitor, who still doesn’t know if he’s going to be back in 2018, addressed the crowd at Target Field by 
saying, “Let’s have a great day today, and we’ll see you next Sunday.” 
 
Next Sunday would mark Game 3 of the AL Division Series against Cleveland and, of course, for the Twins to get to that point that means they 
would have had to knock off the Yankees. 
 
There are plenty of reasons why that might seem improbable, but what you have to remember is that the Twins don’t need to beat New York in 
a five- or seven game series. They only have to steal one game to advance and this is the type of collection that could do it. FanGraphs gives the 
Twins a 42.3 percent chance of winning the game. 
 
Sure, the Twins had trouble beating better competition this season — and winning Tuesday isn’t going to be easy — but one good outing from 
Santana, a few big hits from Brian Dozier, Jorge Polanco, Joe Mauer and Eddie Rosario and the New Yankee Stadium could become a very quiet 
place on Tuesday. 
 
In many ways, the Twins’ confidence right now reminds me of how the 2003 Wild acted before facing heavy-favorite Colorado in the opening 
round of the playoffs. I gave the Wild no chance, the players clearly felt differently and that group made a run all the way to the Western 
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Conference finals. 
 
So what about what happened to the Twins in September in New York? Actually, playing in Yankee Stadium a few weeks back might have 
helped this collection. There is nothing more cliché than talking about the current version of Yankee Stadium as if it’s a special place. Nearly 
everyone who has been there has considered it to be an antiseptic and corporate environment that lacks the character of many new ballparks. 
 
Byron Buxton, Max Kepler, Rosario, Polanco and others are going to have to beat Severino and Aaron Judge, but just because this stadium 
contains a new version of Monument Park doesn’t mean the ghosts of Ruth, Gehrig, DiMaggio and Mantle have moved across the street. 
 
If anything, the Twins’ three games in New Yankee Stadium should have demystified the place. 
 
As for the Twins’ 12-game playoff losing streak in the Bronx, that’s a skid that belongs to a group of players who are gone, save for Mauer. The 
Twins’ lack of playoff success against the Yankees was something that manager Ron Gardenhire and Co., allowed to become an issue to the 
point where it was clearly in their heads. 
 
Oh no, here come the Yankees! 
 
Molitor seems to be the anti-Gardenhire in that sense, far more like Tom Kelly from a personality standpoint. Molitor is the calm, cool and 
collected type. He isn’t going to get so worked up about facing the Yankees that it causes his players to become tense.  
 
That’s assuming these players are capable of getting tense about losses with which they had nothing to do. When the Yankees swept the Twins 
out of the playoffs in 2010, Buxton was 16 years old; Kepler was 17; Rosario was 19; and Polanco was 17. 
 
What Molitor is likely to do is remind his players that coming off a franchise-record 103 losses in 2016 no one expected this collection to be at 
Yankee Stadium for a one-game playoff. He also can add that there have been countless occasions, going back to May, when almost everyone 
thought the Twins would just quietly go away and each time they surprised. 
 
So is one more surprise in store? 
 
Don’t be shocked if that’s the case. 
 
Long odds: Twins seen as the worst bet to win the World Series 

Derek Wetmore | 1500 ESPN | October 2, 2017  

 
The Twins have overcome plenty of obstacles on their way to winning 85 games and securing a spot in the MLB postseason. It’s been a great 
story all year long. You could even consider them baseball’s version of Cinderella in this 10-team tournament for the 2017 World Series trophy. 
 
Sports books don’t see them as a good bet. 
 
In fact, several online publications are counting the Twins as the least likely team to win the whole thing. Vegas Insider, for example, has the 
Twins and Rockies tied at 25:1 odds to win it all this year, worst of the 10 teams that qualified for the postseason. It’s unsurprising to see Wild 
Card teams have the lowest odds, of course. They have to win one more game. And in a sport in which outcomes are really hard to predict on a 
game-by-game basis, that Wild Card round could amount to a coin flip, dramatically reducing odds of getting through the tournament . 
 
The Diamondbacks are the next-longest shot, at 18:1, per Vegas Insider. The Yankees, amazingly, are marked 8:1 — just as likely as the Red Sox 
and Nationals — despite having to play their way into the Division Series. The Cleveland Indians currently are seen as the favorites to be World 
Series Champs. Followed by the Dodgers, Astros and Cubs. 
 
The Yankees are favored against the visiting Twins, of course, but to have that good of odds despite needing to win one game to keep their 
season alive surprised me a little. 
 
The stats site launched by Nate Silver, FiveThirtyEight.com, gives the Twins a 37% chance to beat the Yankees on Tuesday. That factors in things 
like home rest vs. road travel, the starting pitchers (Ervin Santana versus Luis Severino), and the relative strength of each team. A 37% chance 
doesn’t sound that great if you’re a Twins fan. If those odds proved to be spot on, though, and the two teams played that series over 162 
games, the Twins would basically be the equivalent of a 60-win team (60-102). 
 
In other words, the 2017 Resilient Twins would be reduced to the 2016 Total System Failure Twins. That’s discouraging for Twins fans on one 



23 

 

hand. But on the other, that bad baseball team still won 59 games! 
 
It’s a one-game, win-or-go-home scenario. And it’s baseball. Anything can happen. 
 
Depue: 5 keys for Twins to take down Yankees in Wild Card game 

Jake Depue | 1500 ESPN | October 2, 2017  

 
After a remarkable regular season that saw the Twins win 85 games and secure a playoff berth, Minnesota heads to New York to once again 
attempt to vanquish the Yankees in the playoffs. Although the Twins are seen by many as a heavy underdog in Tuesday’s winner-take-all wild 
card game, the Twins set foot in the Bronx with one of the top offenses in the American League, a strong defense, and their best starter on the 
hill. The 91-win Yankees, of course, are a formidable opponent, with perhaps the best bullpen in baseball to complement an offense that 
finished second in the league in runs scored. 
 
So, how can the Twins survive New York and advance to an ALDS matchup with Cleveland? Here are five keys to securing a win and keeping 
their season alive. 
 
1. Start Robbie Grossman over Miguel Sano at DH 
 
I expect a fair amount of pushback on this take but there are a few reasons why I think Sano should be a bench option and not the starting DH. 
 
First, Sano didn’t look very good in his eight at-bats against Detroit. He went 1-for-8 with three strikeouts, didn’t lift a ball in the air, and had 
trouble making contact against breaking balls. His lone hit came on a 3-0 middle-middle fastball, which he pulled through the left side of the 
infield. Normally, I wouldn’t really put much stock in eight at-bats; it’s a tiny sample size. But in this case, those eight at-bats are all the Twins 
really have to form an opinion on where he’s at after missing six weeks, and the results weren’t overly-encouraging. 
 
Second, Sano got pinch-hit for in the bottom of the eighth inning Sunday, and told reporters after the game that his shin was bothering him as 
he ran to first. It’s clear the injury is still having a significant impact, and running the bases–were he to get on–would be a struggle. 
 
Third, Sano is an ideal candidate to pinch-hit against a lefty. Southpaw reliever Chasen Shreve is one possibility. The more realistic candidate, 
though, is Aroldis Chapman late in the game. Chapman’s likely to throw Sano a fastball, and if Sano was able to catch up to one and elevate the 
ball, he could change the game with one swing. Even with the injury, he’s a huge weapon to have on your bench in the right moment. 
 
It’s a shame for Sano and the Twins that he’s not healthy for the biggest game of the year. He had a fantastic season, was arguably the first-half 
MVP of the team, and is one of the most important players in the franchise moving forward. But on Tuesday, I think Robbie Grossman gives the 
Twins the best chance to win. 
 
2. Get to Luis Severino early 
 
Tuesday’s starter, Luis Severino, has had a phenomenal season, posting a 2.98 ERA, 1.040 WHIP and 10.7 K/9, while pitching like a legitimate ace 
all season. Scoring early against him is a tall task, but failing to do so could make for a long night for the Twins, because the Yankees have an 
incredible bullpen. 
 
If Severino can pitch five good innings, Joe Girardi would be able to piece together the rest of the game with one dominant bullpen arm after 
another. The Yankees have seven legitimately outstanding relievers, including three at the back-end that are among the game’s best. Here’s a 
quick look at who the Twins are likely to see after Severino, and my best guess at the order in which they’ll see them: 
 
Reliever ERA WHIP K/9 
Adam Warren 2.40 0.888 8.5 
Tommy Kahnle 2.70 1.313 9.7 
Chasen Shreve 3.77 1.324 11.5 
Chad Green 1.83 0.739 13.4 
David Roberston 1.84 0.849 12.9 
Dellin Betances 2.87 1.223 15.1 
Aroldis Chapman 3.22 1.132 12.3 
 
That’s probably the best ‘pen in baseball, and if Girardi wanted to, he could essentially make the entire game a bullpen game, pulling Severino 
after a couple of innings. One way or another, the Twins are going to have to put up runs against elite pitching, but getting to Severino early 
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would change the complexion of the game. The Twins have the offense to do it, and it’s worth noting Severino had his worst start of the season 
against the Twins, giving up three runs on five hits over just three innings on September 20. 
 
3. Play strong defense 
 
The Twins have arguably the best defense in the league, and it’s been a huge reason why they are where they are. It’s also the one area I think 
they have a clear advantage over the Yankees. Playing their usual great defense would go a long way to helping the Twins pull out a win, and 
they should have plenty of chances to show a national audience how good they are at catching the ball. 
 
Twins pitchers had the second fewest strikeouts in baseball this year, and Ervin Santana has a modest 7.1 K/9. Couple that with a Yankees 
offense that finished second in the league in runs/game, and it’s clear the Twins will have plenty of chances in the field. It’s hard to envision 
them winning this game if they don’t convert all of the routine plays, and perhaps make one or two spectacular ones as well. Of course, they can 
only do that if they… 
 
4. Keep the Yankees in the yard 
 
The Yankees led the majors with 241 home runs this season. 140 of those 241 were hit at home (58%). Yankee Stadium is one of the most hitter-
friendly parks in the league, and the Yankees use it well. It’s imperative that Ervin Santana and the Twins’ bullpen find a way to keep the 
Yankees in the park, and let their superior defense make plays behind them. Santana is not a great matchup in this respect, as he’s allowed 31 
home runs this year, tied for tenth most in the major leagues. Santana (3.28 ERA, 1.126 WHIP, 211.1 IP), though, also had an outstanding year, 
and he strikes me as having the perfect makeup to pitch well in a game like this. For him to turn in the type of great performance he’s capable 
of, he’s probably going to have to avoid giving up the long ball. 
 
5. Get a good performance from Jose Berrios out of the ‘pen 
 
Berrios, in my opinion, is the X-factor for the Twins in this game. He has the best stuff on the team, and is the second-best pitcher on the staff, 
after Santana. By pitching him in relief Friday against Detroit, the Twins are clearly getting him ready for a potential bullpen appearance Tuesday 
in New York. Berrios has the ability to keep the Yankees’ offense at bay, if he’s able to throw his pitches for strikes. There have been times this 
season when he hasn’t been able to do that consistently, including in his start at New York two weeks ago. I think at times he struggles a bit with 
controlling his emotions in big moments, which of course is understandable for a 23-year-old pitcher in his first full season in the big leagues. 
Nevertheless, Berrios is supremely talented, and capable of shutting down any offense when he’s at his best. Berrios taking over for Santana in 
the sixth or seventh inning and bridging the gap to Minnesota’s best relievers is perhaps one of the most plausible paths to a Twins win. 
 
Would the Twins start Miguel Sano in the Wild Card game? It’s tempting 

Derek Wetmore | 1500 ESPN | October 2, 2017  

 
MINNEAPOLIS — One thing that never went away in the time that Miguel Sano spent on the disabled list rehabbing from a stress reaction in his 
shin: His confidence. 
 
Sano swung the bat 7 times on Saturday, his first full day back in the Twins lineup after mostly recovering from his injury, and he connected 
twice. One of them was a single on a 3-0 pitch in his first plat appearance, and the other was a groundout against Andrew Romine, a position 
player who found his way onto the mound Saturday. The other five swings were misses, and Sano in particular seemed to have a hard time 
adjusting to offspeed pitches like changeups and sliders. 
 
“I feel like I get the timing quickly,” Sano sai after that game. “I don’t feel any problems at the plate. So I only need to try to stay focussed, [let] 
the pitch come to me, and try to hit the ball.” 
 
Later he added: “Come back, play my game, and go out and beat the Yankees.” 
 
No slump in confidence. 
 
And the Twins would be right to be excited about the prospect of using Sano at some point in the postseason. One month ago that seemed like 
a near impossibility, let alone the uncertainty over whether the team would qualify. 
 
But now he’s back, he took some at-bats over the weekend against a bad Tigers team, and he’s declared himself ready to go. 
 
What should the Twins do? 
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My personal opinion is that when he’s healthy, Miguel Sano has no challengers for the crown of best hitter on the Twins. The problem, the way I 
see it, is that the Twins wouldn’t be plugging in that 100% version of Sano; they’re playing with the idea of putting in a guy who’s basically the 
early spring training version of himself. And secondly, it’s not a choice between Sano and an automatic out. If the big man isn’t in the starting 
lineup, Robbie Grossman would be the DH, and he’s gotten on base more than 36% of the time this season. 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor conceded that Sano’s pitch recognition and timing at the plate were a little off on Saturday. After Sunday’s game, 
Molitor said the Twins would need to monitor Sano’s health on Monday, after he’d crammed a lot of activity into a short period of time this 
weekend. The health is one factor, but the Twins will also have to make a judgment call on his present ability at the plate — especially when it 
comes to handling offspeed pitches. He got zero fastballs in the strike zone on Sunday, and you can expect that the same would be true Tuesday 
in Yankee Stadium. 
 
Sano was back in the lineup Sunday, and after 3 plate appearances, he was lifted for pinch hitter Chris Gimenez, based in part on the fact that 
Sano still had some soreness in his injured leg. The team and Sano have assured that he’s not risking further damage by playing through a little 
pain, and Sano says he’s game for it. 
 
He’s 1-for-8 in his 3 games since returning from a six-week stay on the disabled list, with 3 strikeouts and 4 groundball outs, including two 
tappers to the pitcher. That’s an incredibly small sample size, of course, but to my eye, he hasn’t looked like the same Sano we were used to 
seeing mid-summer. Add to that small sample the fact that the only hit was on a 3-0 get-me-over fastball — which Sano certainly would not see 
in Yankee Stadium — and I think the decision should be simple. 
 
It’s tempting to use Sano in the Wild Card game. Definitely he should be on the roster. Definitely he should get a pinch-hit opportunity late in 
the game if the situation is right. But he probably shouldn’t supplant Grossman as the Twins’ DH for the game. If the Twins advance, they should 
revisit this topic every single game the rest of the way. In order to advance, though, I think Grossman will give them the better chance on 
Tuesday. 
 
Mauer, Twins to renew postseason rivalry with Yankees 

Associated Press | October 2, 2017 

 
NEW YORK — Twins star Joe Mauer remembers well all those October losses to the Yankees. So too, surely, do Minnesota’s fans. 
 
Around the rest of the Twins clubhouse, though, it may as well be ancient history. 
 
Back in the playoffs for the first time in seven years, Mauer and upstart Minnesota will face New York in the AL wild-card game Tuesday night 
hoping to turn around what has been a one-sided postseason rivalry. 
 
New York eliminated the small-market Twins in the Division Series four times from 2003-10, repeatedly dashing the World Series aspirations of 
a largely homegrown lineup. 
 
“Somebody asked me earlier, `Does it feel like seven years?'” Mauer said. “I said, `Yes, and all of that.'” 
 
Mauer is the only holdover from that era. Minnesota now has a new batch of budding young stars, and it’s a group that’s already wrecked some 
history. Powered by Miguel Sano and Byron Buxton, these Twins became the first team ever to go from 100 losses one year to the playoffs the 
next. 
 
“I’m really excited for this group to experience this,” Mauer said. “There’s a lot of guys in our clubhouse that this is their first go-round. I was 
just real happy. It’s been a special year to see these guys kind of grow.” 
 
This time, Minnesota won’t be running into playoff-proven Yankee greats like Derek Jeter and Mariano Rivera. 
 
Like the Twins, New York has been fueled by its burgeoning big leaguers. AL MVP hopeful Aaron Judge headlines the crew, which also includes 
Tuesday’s starter Luis Severino and catcher Gary Sanchez. Only Brett Gardner, Greg Bird, Didi Gregorius and Chase Headley started for New York 
in their previous wild-card appearance, a 3-0 loss to Dallas Keuchel and the Astros in 2015. 
 
“The faces have changed so much,” said Yankees manager Joe Girardi, who managed New York past Minnesota in the 2009 and ’10 ALDS. 
 
The 6-foot-7 Judge set a rookie record with 52 homers this year and has become the new face of the franchise. He even has his own cheering 
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section at Yankee Stadium — The Judge’s Chambers in right field, which will host a group of Bronx school kids Tuesday. 
 
Limiting Judge may be the most pivotal task for Twins starter Ervin Santana. 
 
“Have to be careful with him,” Santana said. “Don’t try to leave any cookies right there.” 
 
Here’s some more to chew on before New York and Minnesota vie to face the reigning AL champion Indians in an ALDS: 
 
—— 
 
DECIDING ON SANO 
 
As of Monday afternoon, Twins manager Paul Molitor hadn’t decided on Sano’s status for the game, although he was optimistic Sano would 
play. The slugger has been recovering from a stress reaction in his left shin. 
 
Sano missed 38 games before returning to action Friday, and then he was pinch hit for Sunday after feeling some discomfort in the leg. 
 
Molitor thinks Sano will at least be available off the bench. 
 
“Whether he’s going to start or not, I still haven’t inked it in yet,” Molitor said. 
 
GUESSING GAME 
 
The 23-year-old Severino starts the wild-card game after going 14-6 with a 2.98 ERA in a breakout regular season. He averaged 97.6 mph on his 
fastball — tops among qualified starters by nearly 2 mph — and paired it with a powerful slider and improved changeup. 
 
Molitor, a member of the 3,000-hit club as a player, said he’d suggest that his hitters do more guessing at the plate than usual to combat 
Severino’s overpowering arsenal. 
 
“I don’t think that you go up there trying to hit all three of his pitches because that’s usually not a good mix,” Molitor said. “A guy that was 
comparable for me in his prime was Pedro (Martinez). I couldn’t hit all three pitches. I just had to try to own something.” 
 
Minnesota faced Severino two weeks ago, chasing the right-hander after three runs in three innings. Severino labored through a 46-pitch third 
inning, including a 13-pitch at-bat against Mauer that ended in an RBI single. It was the longest at-bat of the 2009 AL MVP’s career. 
 
MORE FUN WITH FUNDAMENTALS 
 
So how did Minnesota go from 59-103 in 2016 to the playoffs this year? A big key was a renewed focus on fundamentals. 
 
In spring training, the Twins packed players into classrooms to talk baserunning and defense. 
 
“We cleaned a lot of that up,” leadoff hitter Brian Dozier said. 
 
Sure did. Minnesota finished 10th in the majors with 17 defensive runs saved after finishing 28th at minus-49 runs in 2016. 
 
The Twins also led the majors with 28 bunt hits, according to Baseball Info Solutions, and they were the best team on the bases in the majors 
this year, according to Fangraphs’ advanced baserunning metric. 
 
Buxton was key in all those areas. The 23-year-old is a Gold Glove Award candidate in center field, led the team with 11 bunt hits and was the 
best baserunner in baseball this year, as measured by Fangraphs. 
 
“He just has a lot of ways to impact the game,” Molitor said. “He might not get a hit and might be the most important player on the field, and 
there’s not a lot of people who can fill that bill.” 
 
WHAT A RELIEF 
 
The Yankees have a trio of All-Stars at the back of their bullpen in Aroldis Chapman, Dellin Betances and David Robertson, plus two of baseball’s 
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best middle relievers in Chad Green and Tommy Kahnle. In a winner-take-all game, Girardi figures to get to those arms sooner than usual. 
 
He also says he won’t hesitate to use Betances, who has struggled with his control this year. 
 
“I do feel good about Dellin,” Girardi said. 
 
On the other side, Molitor may use starter Jose Berrios out of the bullpen. Berrios made his first relief appearance in the majors Friday, getting 
the win with 1 1/3 scoreless innings against Detroit. 
 
Preview: Twins at Yankees 

STATS | October 3, 2017 

 
NEW YORK — Preseason projections were low for the Minnesota Twins and New York Yankees for varying reasons. 
 
When forecasts were made, Minnesota and New York were not supposed to plan for a postseason game. 
 
The Twins were coming off a disastrous 103-loss season while the Yankees were transitioning to a younger core. 
 
Both teams defied projections by claiming the two wild-card spots in the American League, with the reward being an elimination game Tuesday 
night at Yankee Stadium. 
 
The winner advances to the AL Division Series against the Cleveland Indians. 
 
The Yankees started off strong, winning 21 of their first 30 and improving their mark to 38-23 by June 12. They slumped for about a month, 
were 45-40 at the All-Star break and finished with a 21-8 surge to get to 91-71. 
 
It resulted in their most successful regular season since 2012, which ended with a trip to the ALCS. Since then, the Yankees missed the playoffs 
in three of the next four seasons and their only postseason game since 2012 occurred when they were shut out by the Houston Astros in the 
2015 wild-card game. 
 
For the Twins (85-77), it was a different path to their first postseason berth since 2010. 
 
The Twins hovered near .500 most of the first three months but were 3-9 from July 23 to Aug. 5. After management opted to become a seller at 
the trade deadline, Minnesota responded by winning 13 of 17 to go over .500 for good. The Twins went 33-21 after Aug. 5 and finished five 
games ahead of the Los Angeles Angels. 
 
“I think some guys were a little more upset than others, but they’ve responded,” Minnesota manager Paul Molitor said. “Whatever your 
motivation is, that’s fine.” 
 
Both teams did it with a mix of youth and some veterans. 
 
When the Yankees last won a playoff game, Aaron Judge was a few months away from starting his junior season at Fresno State, Gary Sanchez 
just completed his third minor league season and Luis Severino had 14 starts under his belt in the Dominican Summer League. 
 
Five years later, Judge broke the rookie home run record by slugging 52, including 33 at home and 15 in his final month after slumping in 
August. 
 
Sanchez belted 33 homers despite missing most of April with a biceps injury and did it after hitting 20 in 53 games last season. 
 
Severino emerged as the ace by going 14-6, striking out 230 and posting a 2.98 ERA. He achieved those numbers after going 0-8 as a starting 
pitcher last season following 11 decent starts in the final two months of 2015. 
 
“He’s been pretty darn good this year,” Yankees left fielder Brett Gardner said. “One of the top two or three right-handed starters in the game 
this year.” 
 
When the Twins last reached the playoffs, Eddie Rosario just completed his first minor league season in the Gulf Coast League as did Miguel 
Sano. Brian Dozier was slightly more advanced in the minors in 2010 and reached the majors in 2012. 
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This season, Rosario slugged 16 of his 27 homers in the final two months. Sano hit 28 before missing a month with a shin injury that might keep 
him out of the starting lineup while Dozier launched half of his 34 homers in the final two months of the season. 
 
Gardner and Joe Mauer, who were on their teams when the Yankees beat the Twins in the 2010 ALDS, also had solid seasons. 
 
Gardner recorded career highs in homers (21) and runs scored (96) in 151 games. 
 
Mauer batted .305 in 141 games after hitting no higher than .277 in his previous three seasons. His 160 hits were his most since 2012 and his 71 
RBIs were his most since 2012 as well. 
 
“It’s been a special year to see these guys kind of grow, and to experience that with this team is pretty special,” Mauer said. “So, it’s good to be 
back.” 
 
The pitching matchup also is a contrast of youth and experience. 
 
Severino was on the postseason roster for New York’s wild-card loss in 2015 and earned the starting assignment for this game by going 9-2 with 
a 2.28 ERA in his final 14 starts. 
 
“We’ve been really pleased with how he’s done, how he’s matured as a pitcher, his ability to slow things down, and that will become very 
important tomorrow,” Yankees manager Joe Girardi said. 
 
After getting some offseason tips from Hall of Famer Pedro Martinez, Severino finished third in the American League in ERA, placed fourth in 
strikeouts, third in hits per nine innings (6.98) and fourth in strikeouts per nine innings (10.51). 
 
“He told me that, if I change my mechanics a little bit, I’ll be more consistent in my strike zone,” Severino said. “That’s what I did, and that’s how 
that worked out and helped me.” 
 
The right-hander’s lone experience against the Twins occurred on Sept. 20 in New York and turned in his second-shortest start. He allowed 
three runs in three innings while throwing 71 pitches, including 13 to Mauer, who hit an RBI single off him. 
 
Ervin Santana completed his third season with Minnesota by going 16-8 with a 3.28 ERA that was the second-lowest of his career and a 1.13 
WHIP that also was his second-lowest of his career. 
 
Santana went 5-1 with his last 12 starts. The one loss occurred Sept. 18 in New York when Santana allowed two runs on seven hits in 5 2/3 
innings. One of those runs was Judge’s 44th homer. 
 
“The guy is huge,” Santana said. “The guy is tall. Like he covered the whole home plate.” 
 
In the regular season, Santana is 6-10 with a 5.66 ERA in 20 starts against the Yankees. 
 
During the postseason, Santana is 2-2 with 5.56 ERA in eight games (two starts). Against the Yankees in postseason play, he pitched 5 1/3 relief 
innings and recorded the win for the Angels in Game 5 of the 2005 ALDS and was 1-1 in a pair of relief outings with that club in the 2009 ALCS. 
 
How to bet Yankees-Twins AL wild-card game 

Joe Peta | ESPN | October 3, 2017  

 
Although Major League Baseball's wild-card games are advance-or-go-home contests, lately they've seen as many starting-pitching gems, as 
they have all-hands-on-deck efforts. Sure, the Blue Jays beat the Orioles last year in the American League wild-card game thanks to better 
bullpen use in an 11-inning game that featured the use of 13 pitchers, but in the past three years, wild-card games have also featured starting 
pitching gems from Dallas Keuchel, Jake Arrieta and Madison Bumgarner (twice). 
 
Neither of Tuesday night's participants, the Minnesota Twins nor the New York Yankees, would appear to have aces of that caliber. Minnesota's 
Ervin Santana has a lifetime ERA above 4.00, and it was just a year ago that the Yankees' starter, Luis Severino, sported a ghastly 5.83 ERA in 
mixed work as both a reliever and a starter. There's no question that each qualified as his team's ace this season, though, thanks to team-high 
starts, innings pitched and rotation-best ERAs, with Severino's besting Santana's 2.98 to 3.28. 
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Neither of these teams' calling card is run suppression, though -- it's run scoring. Led by rookie Aaron Judge's 52 home runs, the Yankees trailed 
only the Astros in runs scored in 2017. That's quite a turnaround for a team that was outscored by the DH-less San Diego Padres last season. The 
Twins were an offensive force, as well, finishing fourth in the American League in scoring, while topping the 800-run mark for the first time since 
2009. In fact, since the All-Star break, it's not the Yankees nor MLB's highest-scoring team, the Astros, nor even the Indians, who won nearly 
three-quarters of their games in the second half, who led the majors in runs scored. It was the Minnesota Twins -- by a comfortable margin. 
 
Both teams are led by a core of young, everyday players with bright futures, but Minnesota faces a New York-based cloud that hangs over the 
franchise in October. The Twins have lost 12 straight postseason games dating back to 2004, and nine of those losses were to the Yankees. 
They'll need to break that streak for their 2017 playoff experience to last more than one evening. 
 
I'm back for my third straight year to preview October baseball, and I've got a postseason streak that I don't have any desire to see come to an 
end. I've previewed all 18 MLB playoff series for ESPN Chalk the past two years and have a 17-1 record in calling the winner, including turning in 
last year's perfect bracket -- a baseball handicapper's equivalent of scaling Mount Everest. 
 
Based on the Twins' MLB-leading offense since the All-Star break, and given that the Twins emerged from a half-dozen-team scrum for the 
second AL wild card, you'd probably suspect they enter the playoffs as a hot team. In fact, the Twins' emergence from the pack resembled a 
horse race in which the winner didn't sprint its way to the finish, but merely slowed down less than the rest of the horses. Only a win in their 
meaningless season finale gave the Twins a winning record in September. They don't really enter October hot -- their competition simply 
imploded. 
 
There have been roughly as many wild-card games dominated by a starting pitcher as there have been all-hands-on-deck contributions since the 
change in wild-card game format in 2012. The good news for the Yankees is that in either scenario, they're better equipped than the Twins. 
Owing to his admittedly impressive 3.32 ERA , Santana might have the potential to toss a gem, but you'd never predict it based on his skill set. In 
fact, it's Severino who has the better strikeout rate and walk rate, and, by a wide margin, he induces more ground balls. 
 
On top of that, the Yankees have the better defense, albeit marginally, and the better bullpen, materially. Stripped of cluster luck, which 
benefited both teams' runs-scored readings, New York has an ever more superior offense than the headline numbers suggest. It's one game, so 
of course anything can happen (and the Twins do have the potential to create some runs on the basepaths), but the Yankees can play that 
game, as well. 
 
New York is a big favorite, as all of these factors are incorporated in the inflated price, but it's not going to scare me off tonight. I've got the 
Yankees winning this game close to 75 percent of the time, largely due to their huge bullpen advantage. There'll be other games this postseason 
that will register as stronger plays for sure, but by my numbers, there's still enough edge to make the Judge-led Bombers the play Tuesday night. 
 
Yankees have owned the Twins for a while, though ‘faces have changed’ of late 

Eric Stephen | SB Nation | October 3, 2017  

 
The Minnesota Twins are road underdogs against the New York Yankees in Tuesday night’s American League Wild Card game (8 p.m. ET, ESPN, 
WatchESPN). The Twins have a wretched recent history against New York, but they don’t appear fazed by the challenge. 
 
Then again, when you make the playoffs one year after losing 103 games — as Minnesota did — confidence will tend to skyrocket. 
 
The Yankees won the season series against the Twins in 2017 four games to two, including a three-game sweep at Yankee Stadium from Sept. 
18 to Sept. 20. That success for New York is not new. 
 
In four of Minnesota’s previous five trips to the playoffs (2003, 2004, 2009, 2010), the Yankees eliminated them in the AL Division Series, 
winning 12 of the 14 games. Since the start of the 2003 season, New York is 84-33 (.718) against the Twins, a 116-win pace over a full season. 
That includes a 42-14 (.750) mark at home for the Yankees. 
 
Joe Mauer was on the 2009 and 2010 Twins teams that were swept in the ALDS by the Yankees. Mauer had a hit in all six playoff games against 
New York, hitting .333/.407/.375, but he’s the only Twins player remaining from those years. 
 
“Really to this team it doesn't mean a whole lot. I'm probably the only one that it means a little bit more maybe,” Mauer told reporters on 
Monday. “It's a different team, and they've got a different team over there. So we're looking forward to tomorrow night and then see what 
happens.” 
 
Joe Girardi, who beat the Twins in the ALDS in his second and third seasons as manager of the Yankees on his way to a World Series 
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championship in 2009, agrees with Mauer. 
 
“I don't look back on history because the faces have changed so much,” Girardi said Monday. “The only guy that is really there since the first 
time we played them in the playoffs is Joe Mauer, and the only guy for us is probably Gardy and CC. So the faces have changed.” 
 
Minnesota Twins vs. New York Yankees: Wild Card Odds, Analysis, MLB Betting Pick 

Staff | Bleacher Report | October 3, 2017  

 
At least one great comeback story will continue in the 2017 MLB postseason after the New York Yankees (91-71) host the Minnesota Twins (85-
77) as big home favorites for Tuesday's American League Wild Card Game. 
 
The Yankees are back in the playoffs following a one-year hiatus, while the Twins just became the first team ever to lose 100 games and then 
make the postseason the next year by finishing second in the AL Central behind the Cleveland Indians. 
 
Betting line: The Yankees opened as -245 favorites (wager $245 to win $100); the total is at 7.5 runs, according to sportsbooks monitored by 
OddsShark (line updates and matchup report). 
 
Why the Twins can pay on the MLB lines 
 
Is Minnesota a team of destiny? Winning at New York would be the first step, especially as such a big underdog. The Twins closed out the 
regular season by winning seven of their last 10 games to hold off the Los Angeles Angels, Kansas City Royals and Tampa Bay Rays for the AL's 
second wild card. 
 
They will turn to veteran righty Ervin Santana (16-8, 3.28 ERA) in an effort to pull off the upset, and he went 0-1 in one start against the Yankees 
with a 3.18 ERA after allowing two runs and seven hits in 5.2 innings of a 2-1 road loss with one walk and three strikeouts on September 18. If 
Santana can duplicate that performance, Minnesota will have a shot to win.           
 
Why the Yankees can pay on the MLB lines 
 
New York won four of the six meetings during the regular season, including a three-game sweep in the second half of September when both 
teams were fighting for the playoffs. The Yankees will send young righty Luis Severino (14-6, 2.98) to the hill opposite Santana even though he 
did not pitch particularly well the last time he faced the Twins. 
 
Severino had a 46-pitch third inning that did him in, as he gave up three runs and five hits in three innings of an 11-3 victory with one walk and 
three strikeouts. Still, he deservedly gets the nod here as New York's best starter and should be able to rebound from that tough outing in this 
spot. 
 
Smart betting pick 
 
The line on this game is way too big in favor of the Yankees, especially when considering the pitching matchup. Santana has a decade of 
experience on Severino and will not be bothered by pitching on the road at New York. In fact, Severino performed worse at Yankee Stadium this 
year with an 8-5 mark and 3.71 ERA compared to 6-1 and 2.24 away from home. 
 
Minnesota was a better road team this season as well and will advance to face the Indians in a major upset on the MLB lines. 
 
MLB betting trends 
 
Minnesota is 7-3 in its last 10 games. 
 
The total has gone under in four of Minnesota's last five games. 
 
The total has gone under in five of New York's last six games. 
 


