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Sano not suspended for alleged assault 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | March 23, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- Major League Baseball completed its investigation into Miguel Sano's alleged assault, and he will not face any discipline, 
MLB announced Friday. 
 
Sano was accused by a Minnesota photographer of sexual assault on Dec. 28, and MLB promptly began its investigation, which came to a close 
six days before the start of the regular season. 
 
"The comprehensive investigation included interviews of more than 20 individuals, including Sano and the complainant, as well as a review of 
available documents, including communication records," MLB said in a statement. 
 
"At the conclusion of the investigation, the Office of the Commissioner found that there was insufficient evidence to support a disciplinary 
determination against Sano, due to conflicting and inconsistent witness accounts and the absence of contemporaneous substantiation. Barring the 
receipt of any new information or evidence, the Office of the Commissioner will not impose discipline on Sano in connection with the alleged 
incident." 
 
The Twins also released a statement shortly after MLB's announcement: 
 
"The Minnesota Twins fully support the joint MLB-MLBPA policy which governs serious matters of this nature. The Twins are pleased that the 
Commissioner's Office has concluded its investigation with respect to Miguel Sano. Miguel can now return his sole focus to the season ahead. Per 
team protocol, the Twins will not comment further on this matter." 
 
Through the MLB Players Association, Sano also released a statement. 
 
"I want to thank Major League Baseball for conducting a thorough investigation, and I'm happy to put this behind me," Sano said. "I look forward 
to focusing on the upcoming season and playing alongside my teammates. I want to thank my family, friends, the Players Association, the 
Minnesota Twins and my fans for their continued support." 
 
Sano, 24, was an All-Star for the first time last season, hitting .264/.352/.507 with 28 homers and 77 RBIs in 114 games, but he missed nearly 40 
games at the end of the season with a stress reaction to his left shin that required surgery in November. 
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Sano, though, has been healthy this spring, and he will be the club's projected Opening Day third baseman for the second straight year. 
 
 
 
Killer B's: Berrios, Buxton set for monster years 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | March 23, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- After hearing about the potential of center fielder Byron Buxton and right-hander Jose Berrios for years, Twins fans were 
finally rewarded with breakout seasons by the two emerging young stars in 2017. Now, the duo will be counted on heavily as Minnesota aims to 
make the postseason for the second straight year. 
 
Buxton, 24, is one of the most dynamic players in baseball with his elite speed, and after early career struggles offensively, he had a huge second 
half that has him primed to put it all together in 2018. And Berrios, 23, shook off a rough rookie year to post a 3.89 ERA in 145 2/3 innings while 
displaying his plus stuff that should make him a front-line starter for years to come. 
 
"Last year, Buxton learned to take what the game gives him and finally turned the page and realized he didn't need to get three hits a game or 
make web gems to live up to being a superstar No. 2 overall pick and all that stuff," Twins second baseman Brian Dozier said. "And playing 
Berrios, it looked like he started to own the game instead of just trying to impress people with his stuff." 
 
As Dozier noted, Buxton had to deal with the pressure of being the game's top prospect for multiple years as a Minor Leaguer, which caused him 
to try to do too much in his first two seasons in the big leagues, hitting a combined .220/.274/.398 in '15 and '16. But Buxton made mechanical 
adjustments last year, muting his leg kick, and hit .300/.347/.546 with 11 homers, eight doubles and five triples in 57 games in the second half. 
 
"Last year was a big confidence-builder for me," Buxton said. "Coming into spring, I have no pressure. It's allowed me not to think about 
mechanics or anything like that. I'm allowed to be myself and just go out there and bang, man. That's what's so fun." 
 
Buxton, rated as the game's fastest player by Statcast™, has worked this spring to improve his defense and baserunning, which seems nearly 
impossible after he swept the postseason awards as the game's top defender and went 29-for-30 in stolen-base attempts, only getting caught once 
while oversliding the base in Baltimore. But he's worked on getting better jumps and reads, both in the field and on the bases. Buxton would like 
to reach 50 stolen bases this year and is more comfortable than ever once he reaches first base. 
 
"We always talk about feel," Buxton said. "Time doesn't really matter. I'm comfortable and confident. This dude could be a 1.1 [seconds to home], 
but with the way I'm feeling right now, it's like a 1.3. And 1.2 feels like 1.5. I'm going to get to second base and that's my mentality right now." 
 
Berrios has similar confidence, which also took time to build after he had an 8.02 ERA in 14 starts as a rookie in 2016. Berrios started attacking 
hitters more in '17, increasing his strike percentage from 38.3 percent to 44 percent. His pitches are tough to square up, as opposing hitters had an 
average exit velocity of only 85.2 mph against him, which ranked as the 13th-best mark among starters, per Statcast™. 
 
Berrios, known for posting his offseason workouts in his native Puerto Rico on social media, has set lofty goals for himself this season with the 
intent of finishing stronger, as he had a 4.24 ERA in the second half. 
 
"The first thing is, I want to help the team make the playoffs again," Berrios said. "For me, I want to win 20 games for the team and make the All-
Star Game. If I accomplish those things, I think I can be up for a Cy Young Award." 
 
If Buxton and Berrios both play up to their capabilities, the Twins should be postseason contenders yet again, and getting back to the playoffs 
remains the ultimate goal for both players, who could factor into the races for the American League Most Valuable Player and AL Cy Young 
Award. 
 
"We just want to get back to where we were, and I know we have that hunger," Buxton said. "We got a taste last year. The atmosphere in here is 
that we have a mentality that we're ready to go. I'm just anxious to get the season going because we have a great group here." 
 
 
Odorizzi pumped for first Opening Day start 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | March 23, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- Right-hander Jake Odorizzi is one of the newest additions to the Twins, acquired in a trade with the Rays on Feb. 17, but 
he'll get the honor of starting Opening Day against the Orioles on Thursday at Camden Yards in Baltimore, and he's excited for the opportunity. 
 
This will be Odorizzi's seventh season in the Majors after five with the Rays and one with the Royals, but his first time getting the nod for a 
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regular-season opener. He'll be the fifth Twins pitcher to start on Opening Day in his Minnesota debut, joining Ricky Nolasco (2014), Vance 
Worley ('13), Livan Hernandez ('08) and Jack Morris (1991). 
 
"It's really tough to put into words," Odorizzi said. "I try not to make a big deal out of it, that's how I view it. You make your debut at some point. 
It's special to come here, especially as late as I did, and to have the confidence kind of bestowed on me to go out there on Game 1." 
 
Odorizzi, who turns 28 on Tuesday, had a 4.14 ERA with 127 strikeouts, 61 walks and 30 homers allowed in 143 1/3 innings with the Rays last 
year. But he dealt with back issues throughout the season that limited his effectiveness, and said he believes that injury is behind him. Odorizzi 
has a career 3.83 ERA and he guessed that's why the Twins turned to him on Opening Day. 
 
"I honestly can't say why, but hopefully my track record, trying to be the best I can," Odorizzi said. "I've seen the Orioles a lot, so maybe there's a 
level of comfort as well. It's something that's cool, but it's not my choice. They tell me when I'm throwing and it just happens to be the first game. 
I'm prepared and I'm ready to go." 
 
Having pitched in the American League East for five seasons, Odorizzi has 18 career appearances (17 starts) against the Orioles, posting a 4.71 
ERA with 75 strikeouts, 27 walks and 20 homers surrendered in 85 innings. He fared well against Baltimore last year, going 2-0 with a 3.10 ERA 
and 21 strikeouts in 20 1/3 innings. 
 
While Odorizzi remains on schedule to start on Opening Day in terms of rest, the Twins are going to avoid starting him against Baltimore in 
Sarasota on Saturday night. He'll pitch in a Minor League game instead for his final tune-up of the spring. 
 
Lynn sharp 
Right-hander Lance Lynn made his final Grapefruit League start on Friday in the Twins' 2-2 tie against the Astros, allowing one run on two hits 
and a walk over four innings with five strikeouts. He'll remain in Florida to make one more start on the Minor League side to be further stretched 
out for his first start as the club's fourth starter on April 2 against the Pirates in Pittsburgh. 
 
"When you look at camp ending Sunday, I'm a little behind there, but I'm going to be able to get right up to where I need to be before the season," 
Lynn said. "I'll get another [start] in so I'll be all right." 
 
Aybar opts out 
Shortstop Erick Aybar left Twins camp on Friday after he was told he's not going to make the 25-man roster. Aybar, who is now a free agent, had 
the ability to opt out of his Minor League contract on Friday and exercised that opt-out. It leaves the Twins with 33 healthy players in camp. 
 
LaMarre breaks up no-no 
Non-roster outfielder Ryan LaMarre continued his impressive Spring Training, breaking up Houston's no-hit bid in the ninth with a leadoff double 
to right field off right-hander Trent Thornton. LaMarre is hitting .486 (17-for-35) this spring, but is considered a long-shot to make the roster over 
fellow backup outfielders Robbie Grossman and Zack Granite. 
 
Injury updates 
• Eddie Rosario continues to make progress with his right triceps tendonitis and started in left field against the Astros on Friday. It was his second 
start in the outfield in a Grapefruit League game since suffering the injury in early March. But he should be ready for Opening Day. He went 0-
for-3 with two strikeouts against Houston. 
 
• Right-hander Trevor May, who is coming off Tommy John surgery he underwent last March, threw a 50-pitch bullpen session on Friday, using 
all of his pitch types. He's scheduled to face live hitters for the first time in roughly two weeks. 
 
Up next 
• After optioning Tyler Duffey to Triple-A Rochester on Thursday, the Twins will go with a bullpen game against the Orioles in Sarasota at 5:05 
p.m. CT, on Gameday Audio. Lefty Gabriel Moya, who is competing for the final spot in the bullpen with Rule 5 Draft pick Tyler Kinley, will get 
the start in perhaps his last chance to make an impression on the front office and coaching staff. Moya has a 0.90 ERA this spring. 
 
 
Prospect report: Twins camp 
Jonathan Mayo | MLB.com | March 23, 2018 
 
Every Spring Training, prospects get a chance to show what they can do as they prepare for the upcoming season. Some compete for jobs in big 
league camp, while others vie for spots on Minor League affiliates. MLB Pipeline will visit all 30 camps this spring, and today we check in on the 
Twins. 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- On paper, the Twins have one of the more interesting farm systems, especially in terms of young, high-upside talent. Until 
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the start of camp, that's all they were for new farm director Jeremy Zoll, names on paper. 
 
Zoll came over from the Dodgers, so he knows a thing or two about having a deep system. But it was all in theory until he was able to get to Fort 
Myers and start putting faces, and skills, with names. 
 
"It's one thing to look at guys on a stat sheet, read the scouting reports and watch video, but then to be able to meet them in person, have 
conversations with them, get to watch them on the field and start to create your own mental representations really helps," Zoll said. "I'm very 
excited we're rolling here." 
 
It's easy to see why Zoll and his staff are fired up about the start of the 2018 season. The Twins don't have a top 10 system now, according to 
MLB Pipeline, but they aren't far off. And with the high-end talent they have, seeing them climb way up those rankings by next year, if not 
sooner, is an easy projection to make. 
 
"I think we have a ton of talent in the system," Zoll said. "If it's not top 10 right now, it's because we have so many younger, high-upside players. 
We expect that group to take some pretty big steps forward in 2018 and really make a name for themselves." 
 
It's a big reason why prospect fans should plan trips to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, now. At certain points during the season, as many as seven of the 
team's top 20 prospects could call the Midwest League home. It starts with No. 1 prospect and last June's No. 1 overall pick, Royce Lewis. The 
Twins haven't ruled out pushing him aggressively after he made it to Cedar Rapids last summer, but the safe bet is a start back there. 
 
Fellow shortstop Wander Javier should be on the roster as well. Alex Kiriloff, the team's top pick in 2016 who missed last year following Tommy 
John surgery, should bring his advanced bat skills there, as should toolsy outfielder Akil Baddoo and third baseman Andrew Bechtold, another '17 
draftee. On the mound, seeing 2017 draftee Blayne Enlow and fellow right-hander Brusdar Graterol seems to be a certainty. 
 
"Our Cedar Rapids group is going to be really good, regardless of how that Opening Day roster shakes out," Zoll said. "Over the course of the 
season, the guys we expect to get there at some point, are all exciting names we expect to make some splashes in Cedar Rapids. That's going to be 
a really exciting team. That's one affiliate we'll want to spend a lot of time with." 
 
Javier dealing with shoulder issue 
 
The only thing that could hold some of that group back, aside from an organizational decision to keep some in extended Spring Training to 
manage things like innings, is injury. Javier, the club's No. 5 prospect, has been dealing with a left shoulder issue, keeping him out of action in 
Minor League camp. 
 
"He hasn't been swinging this week," Zoll said. "We're expecting him to be back at some point soon, though that's still a little up in the air. He had 
been looking really strong early in camp and had good ABs in live BPs, drove a home run to right-center field off a pitcher that's a couple of years 
older than he is. We're excited and hoping to get him going real soon." 
 
Video: Gordon, Thorpe on excitement going into 2018 season 
 
Camp standouts 
 
Baddoo, ranked No. 11 on the Top 30, showed vast improvement from his debut summer after being drafted in '16, hitting particularly well in the 
Rookie-level Appalachian League. He showed up in Fort Myers primed to pick up where he left off. 
 
"He's stood out in a lot of ways," Zoll said. "He took huge steps forward in 2017, and he's come in ready to go this spring. He's really competitive 
in the box, has had quality at-bats. We're excited about his package of zone discipline and damage that he's going to be able to provide." 
 
Closer to the top of the system is fellow outfielder and No. 13 prospect LaMonte Wade. He just moved over to Minor League camp after making a 
very strong impression on the big league side. Looking more like a fourth outfielder for much of his pro career, some tweaks at the plate could 
have him poised to perhaps be more than that. 
 
"People are pumped about some of the mechanical adjustments he's made in the box," Zoll said. "We're really excited about how he's leveraging 
the baseball right now. He could take a big step forward in 2018. He's always had the zone discipline and we feel like there's going to be some 
extra juice this year." 
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Sano not suspended for alleged assault 
Rhett Bollinger| MLB.com | March 23, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- Major League Baseball completed its investigation into Miguel Sano's alleged assault, and he will not face any discipline, 
MLB announced Friday. 
 
Sano was accused by a Minnesota photographer of sexual assault on Dec. 28, and MLB promptly began its investigation, which came to a close 
six days before the start of the regular season. 
 
"The comprehensive investigation included interviews of more than 20 individuals, including Sano and the complainant, as well as a review of 
available documents, including communication records," MLB said in a statement. 
 
"At the conclusion of the investigation, the Office of the Commissioner found that there was insufficient evidence to support a disciplinary 
determination against Sano, due to conflicting and inconsistent witness accounts and the absence of contemporaneous substantiation. Barring the 
receipt of any new information or evidence, the Office of the Commissioner will not impose discipline on Sano in connection with the alleged 
incident." 
 
The Twins also released a statement shortly after MLB's announcement: 
 
"The Minnesota Twins fully support the joint MLB-MLBPA policy which governs serious matters of this nature. The Twins are pleased that the 
Commissioner's Office has concluded its investigation with respect to Miguel Sano. Miguel can now return his sole focus to the season ahead. Per 
team protocol, the Twins will not comment further on this matter." 
 
Through the MLB Players Association, Sano also released a statement. 
 
"I want to thank Major League Baseball for conducting a thorough investigation, and I'm happy to put this behind me," Sano said. "I look forward 
to focusing on the upcoming season and playing alongside my teammates. I want to thank my family, friends, the Players Association, the 
Minnesota Twins and my fans for their continued support." 
 
Sano, 24, was an All-Star for the first time last season, hitting .264/.352/.507 with 28 homers and 77 RBIs in 114 games, but he missed nearly 40 
games at the end of the season with a stress reaction to his left shin that required surgery in November. 
 
Sano, though, has been healthy this spring, and he will be the club's projected Opening Day third baseman for the second straight year. 
 
 
 
Prospect Q&A: Twins' Brent Rooker 
Jonathan Mayo| MLB.com | March 23, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- As part of MLB Pipeline's visit to all 30 Spring Training facilities, we're sitting down with prospects and getting to know 
them a little better. At Twins camp, it was Minnesota's No. 8 prospect, Brent Rooker. 
 
Rooker was a 38th-round Draft pick of the Twins as a redshirt sophomore in 2016, but opted to return to Mississippi State for one more season. 
The move paid off as he won the SEC triple-crown and was taken, again by the Twins, with the 35th overall selection in the 2017 Draft. He kept 
on hitting during his pro debut, finishing with 18 homers in just 62 games.  
 
MLB Pipeline: I like to start things off with 2017 draftees by asking about what their first Spring Training has been like. Has it been more or less 
what you expected? 
 
Rooker: Honestly, camp has been pretty much what I was expecting, just having been around guys who have been in pro ball and are in pro ball. I 
had a pretty good picture of what my first Spring Training would look like. It's trying to get back in the rhythm of things, trying to get comfortable 
at the plate again, trusting that the work you put in during the offseason will start to play off. Once you get back into a game setting, it's just 
trusting your ability and trusting what you worked on. 
 
MLB Pipeline: Last year, you had the longest season you've had in your life, between college ball and your pro debut. Did you shut down at all, 
and when did you start picking things back up? 
 
Rooker: I ended up playing 133 games last year from college and the summer combined. It's definitely the longest season I've had. I went home 
for two weeks after we got done here in the Florida State League. Then I had to come back for a modified instructs; the hurricane kind of messed 
up the typical instructs. There were around 15 hitters and we did a mini-camp in the mornings, then had the afternoons off. Nothing too taxing, but 
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something to continue the work I had put in during the season. From there, I probably took a week or two off from lifting and probably a month 
from hitting, then picked it back up. 
 
MLB Pipeline: It didn't seem like you were tired and you hit throughout your pro debut. Were you surprised at how well your body held up? 
 
Rooker: Honestly, I was. I talked to some people about when you get to late August, especially down here when it's 100 degrees every day. People 
would ask me, "How does your body feel?" My answer always was, "Surprisingly, it feels better than I expected it to." The college season starts 
the second week of February and you're going all the way through the first week of September, so that's a long process of constant playing. You're 
kind of expecting yourself to wear down towards the end, but I was able to hold together pretty well. My body felt good towards the end. I think 
having several changes of scenery contributed to that, being able to go from college ball to the Appy League and then finally coming down here 
for the last little stretch. Nothing ever got too monotonous. The new year this year, hopefully I'll be in the same spot for an extended period of 
time if things go like I want them to. It'll be a new test for me, something I've never done before. I'm looking forward to it. I have confidence in 
my ability to stick to my training regimen and keep myself healthy so I feel good throughout the season. 
 
MLB Pipeline: You said "if things go like I want them to." What does that look like for you? 
 
Rooker: Ideally, I would love to start at Double-A Chattanooga. Obviously, that's not my decision. That'll be up to the guys in the office over here. 
Whatever decision they make, it's my job to show up to the field every day and do what I can do to continue getting better step-by-step, 
incrementally. You always hope to start at the higher level. That's nothing different for anybody. But you have to take any decision that is made 
and hit the ground running. 
 
MLB Pipeline: You were drafted in 2016, but made the decision to head back to Mississippi State, and it clearly worked out for you. Was there 
any point in time where you worried about if you had done the right thing? 
 
Rooker: Yeah, every time we were doing conditioning in the fall. Every single Tuesday and Thursday when we were running gasses in the fall 
during college ball, that thought slips into your mind: All I had to do was sign a piece of paper and I wouldn't be on this 15th 100. In all 
seriousness, it never really did. I knew going back to Mississippi State and playing another year in the SEC was never going to be a bad decision 
because the experience you can have there, the type of competition you can play, the type of development that can take place playing that type of 
competition. No matter what happened, it was never going to be the wrong decision. I was confident in that when I was making the decision that 
summer in the Cape when I was deciding what I was going to do. I wouldn't trade that last year at Mississippi State for the world. I feel very 
fortunate to have had that fourth year there. 
 
MLB Pipeline: And you came back to the team that had drafted you in 2016 anyway. 
 
Rooker: It all came full circle and all worked out. I had a relationship with some of the guys in the front office already from that first Draft in 
2016, some of the scouting guys. Obviously, some of the higher-ups in the front office turned over, but some of the scouting guys I had already 
known, so that made the transition pretty easy. 
 
MLB Pipeline: The level of competition in the SEC is so good. So many of the pitchers go on to the pro game. Did that automatically give you a 
better sense of what the level of competition would be like here? 
 
Rooker: Every college pitcher taken in the first round in 2017, I had faced in college, with the exception of Brendan McKay, who technically was 
taken as a first baseman. So I didn't count him, but every other pitcher taken I had faced, either in conference play or in the Cape Cod League. 
Having that kind of experience, being able to see those guys week in and week out will do nothing but pay dividends once you get to this level, 
where every guy is that good. You have an idea of what you're getting into and what kind of plan you need to have success against them. 
 
MLB Pipeline: You've played both first base and the outfield. It seems like the Twins are committed to giving you a lot of time in the outfield, but 
do you have a preference? 
 
Rooker: I don't. When they ask me what I want to do, I say, "Whatever gets me in the lineup faster." I'll play left field, first base, right field, I'll 
DH. Whatever gets me in the lineup and allows my bat to contribute as quickly as possible. I'm very confident that I'm going to continue to hit as I 
make my way up. I'm doing a lot of time in left and at first, giving myself the option that wherever they need to plug me in in the future, I'll be 
able to handle it. 
 
MLB Pipeline: From last summer, you got a sense of what works and what doesn't. What are the finishing touches you need to make the move to 
the upper levels and beyond? 
 
Rooker: The broad answer is to continue to learn from every at-bat. In Spring Training, I've felt that with every at-bat, something else has clicked, 
a little thing has fallen into place as I continue to get ready for this season. It's going to be taking every at-bat during the the season and learning 
something from it and move forward, be able to build my offensive approach and build on my swing. It's a process of never stopping the learning. 



7 
 

When you talk about finishing touches, it's going to be about being able to compete against those frontline starters every day, to be able to 
formulate a plan to beat those guys with plus-plus stuff. That takes not only the ability to have a good swing and put your body in a good position 
to hit, but also to read the advanced reports, watch video so you can formulate a plan and win those matchups. 
 
 
Paul Molitor rarely touts Hall of Fame background 
Patrick Reusse| Star Tribune | March 23, 2018 
 
There have been 63 Hall of Fame players who also have managed in the major leagues. Three were in the original class of five Hall of Famers 
chosen for 1936: Ty Cobb, Honus Wagner and Walter Johnson. 
 
Three more have been elected to the Hall of Fame in their first year of eligibility and have managed in the majors: 
 
Frank Robinson became baseball’s first black manager as a player-manager with Cleveland in 1975, and would manage 16 seasons for five teams. 
Ted Williams managed the second version of the Washington Senators from 1969 to 1971, and followed them to Texas to manage the Rangers in 
1972. 
 
And No. 3 … Yogi Berra? Don’t blame me, but the stubborn voting members among the baseball writers of the early 1970s did not give Yogi the 
required 75 percent in his first year of eligibility. 
 
The third first-time Hall of Fame player to manage in the major leagues since the originals currently resides in the Twins clubhouse. Paul Molitor 
stopped playing in 1998 at age 42, waited the five years, and was inducted into the Cooperstown shrine in 2004. 
 
It would be another decade before he would become a big-league manager — the Twins made the announcement on Nov. 3, 2014 — and the 
players who remained and knew him through competition were very few. 
 
Molitor beat the odds by leading the Twins to a wild-card playoff appearance in 2017, both winning the American League’s Manager of the Year 
award and saving his job. 
 
He was the first player to get five hits in a World Series game (in the first he played as a Brewer in 1982), he was the first player to have a triple 
for his 3,000th hit (in September 1996 for the Twins), and we recently had another first for Molitor. 
 
Games had not yet started, the day’s workout was done, and sportswriters were crowded in Molitor’s office, asking questions tied to no major 
topics. And around 12:30 p.m. EST on Feb. 20, 2018, Molitor had a response that took note of his greatness as a player. 
 
It was sideways and funny, and also a first in the recollection of media witnesses. 
 
“He hates it when we ask him something about how being a great player relates to this or that as a manager,’’ said Phil Miller, the co-star of Star 
Tribune baseball coverage with La Velle Neal. “He doesn’t want to go there.’’ 
 
This was a month before new closer Fernando Rodney would turn 41 and Miller asked: “At Rodney’s age, will there be any concessions made to 
that at all?’’ 
 
Molitor started by saying, “No, I like people who … ’ 
 
Then, after a lengthy pause, he continued with, “Somebody in this room hit .340 when they were 40.’’ 
 
There were laughs from his audience, and the manager added, “I don’t know why I threw that in there.’’ 
 
He threw it in for the best possible reason: It happened. 
 
In 1996, in his first season back home with the Twins, Molitor led the American League with 225 hits and batted .341, and was declared “a 
moving clinic’’ of playing baseball by manager and noted critic Tom Kelly. 
 
This pause followed by a quip took me back to an all-time favorite quote from Molitor. Again it was 1996, mid-March, and two weeks before 
Kirby Puckett would go blind in his right eye. 
 
I was writing a Puckett piece and asked Molitor if he had a different perception of Puck as a personality after this first month of daily exposure as 
a teammate. 
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Molitor paused to get it exactly right and then said: 
 
“I knew he was an upbeat, outspoken person. The surprise to me has been the quantity of what he says. There is lots of quality in there, too, but 
the quantity is amazing.” 
 
As well, the quantity for baseball greatness is amazing for Molitor. This factoid always gets me: 
 
He was the MVP in a World Series in which an outstanding teammate (Joe Carter) hit a three-run, Series-winning home run in the bottom of the 
ninth of Game 6. It’s impossible to out-MVP that, unless you’re 12-for-24 with six extra-base hits and eight RBI, as was Molitor for the Blue Jays 
in 1993. 
 
One early morning last week, Molitor came walking through the clubhouse in civilian clothes. It would be a long day, with a split-squad, day-
night, two-ballparks doubleheader. 
 
There were greetings from a few players. More were zeroed in on their phones. I had a smile over that, younger players looking down at their 
phones, wondering if they have typed “Paul Molitor’’ into a search just once and permitted themselves to be astounded. 
 
 
 
Peripatetic childhood taught new Twins slugger Logan Morrison how to fit in 
Brian Murphy| Pioneer Press | March 23, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — The wireless microphone Logan Morrison wore during the ESPN2 broadcast of Thursday’s Twins-Yankees game 
allowed Minnesota’s new first baseman to amuse a national television audience with the live act he has been performing in his fourth big-league 
clubhouse. 
 
Morrison warned Shane Robinson he had better say hello to his mother when the Yankee baserunner reached on a second-inning single. 
 
Digging in at the plate, he advised New York catcher Austin Romine and umpire Tim Timmons he was wired for sound, prompting Romine to 
tease Morrison as “the worst person to give a microphone to.” 
 
Later, Morrison told analyst Alex Rodriguez he looked good in the booth. A-Rod chided him for having “a face for radio.” Morrison 
counterpunched by grilling the lothario to kiss and tell. 
 
“I might have asked him about one of his previous relationships,” Morrison recalled later with a mischievous grin. “I heard he had an illustrious 
career on and off the field. But he’s a good man. He wouldn’t bite.” 
 
Morrison was an ideal free-agent signing coming off a 38-home run breakout season with the Tampa Bay Rays. He is a coveted left-handed 
basher with a .330 career on-base percentage who can spell Joe Mauer at first, provide designated hitter depth behind Miguel Sano and thump 
from either spot. 
 
Just as important, perhaps, is the charisma Morrison has injected into an often-sleepy Twins clubhouse. He already has given Paul Molitor the 
ultimate millennial nickname — “Paulie 3K,” honoring the hall of fame manager’s place in baseball’s 3,000-hit club. 
 
Notwithstanding Torii Hunter’s 2015 dance-partying cameo, the Twins mostly have been a pedestrian band of traveling brothers the past decade, 
content to quietly go about their business playing cards or burying their noses in smartphones. 
 
Shake-’em-up displays of emotion are rare, even during the direst losing streaks. But it is easy to see Morrison letting loose a random soliloquy to 
break the tension, or busting up some furniture to snap everyone to attention. 
 
Morrison considers himself more of an optimistic than a cynic, willing to engage teammates in baseball and life to sow harmony and bring out the 
best in everyone. 
 
“Being an extrovert, talking, being outgoing, has helped me establish relationships with people that have lasted a long time,” Morrison said 
Friday. “It’s who I am I guess. If you’re you, then it takes a lot of pressure off situations because you’re doing what comes natural.” 
 
Empathy is an important quality in a teammate, according to Morrison. His Twins loyalty already has been challenged with the 80-game 
suspension of shortstop Jorge Polanco, who tested positive for a performance-enhancing drug. 
 
“I’ve never had a teammate that’s tested positive for (steroids),” he said. “It’s like a ‘cheater, scumbag-type deal.’ When it’s a guy in your locker 
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room, all right, I’ve got to support him. He’s part of this team. He’s our guy. 
 
“And he’s a good kid. Everybody makes mistakes. I’ve made mistakes. I’ll make more mistakes. Being an ideal teammate means somebody 
who’s got your back through thick and thin.” 
 
Byron Buxton, whose locker is three stalls down from Morrison at Hammond Stadium, smiled as soon as “Lo-Mo” was mentioned. 
 
“I love him, just the energy he brings in here,” Buxton said. “Being himself is what makes him more special. Coming to a new team, some guys 
will want to change who they are. He just came in and was himself and we grasped that right away, something that made us closer. 
 
“He’s very loud and he’s a lot of fun but he’s competitive. He might say something that kind of backs you off a little bit, but it’s more of him 
getting to a point where he’s teaching you. I’m just trying to learn from it.” 
 
Second baseman Brian Dozier, a stand-up clubhouse leader, said team chemistry and camaraderie develop and coalesce over the course of a long 
season, not just spring training. Morrison, he said, is ingratiating himself through his actions and his words. 
 
“The year he put in last year was phenomenal,” Dozier said. “At the same time, he’s trying to get to know everybody a little bit. So far, he’s been 
great. He’s very energetic, which when you mix all those different personalities together — some say it’s a bad thing. We think it’s a good thing 
to have that dynamic at every position.” 
 
Morrison has learned to pick his spots after chafing the Miami Marlins’ front office with a radioactive Twitter account during his first two major-
league seasons. He has matured in recent years, getting married in 2013 and becoming a father in 2015 — the year he stopped tweeting. 
 
He takes his off-field role seriously but is unwilling to play the one-dimensional court jester. 
 
“I don’t think it’s important to be out there talking,” he said. “I think it’s important to win games.” 
 
Morrison credits his late father for pushing him athletically and instilling in him a fierce competitive drive that belies all the jocularity. Tom 
Morrison, who stood 6-4, 260 pounds, played college football at Kansas and worked on oil rigs in Oklahoma before joining the U.S. Coast Guard, 
where he was promoted to chief petty officer during a 28-year career. 
 
The military required the Morrisons to pull up stakes every few years and relocate to a new school and new social circle, which helped Morrison 
to draw out his personality as he grew up. He was born in in Kansas City, Mo., but also lived in Key West, Fla., Wilmington, N.C., Virginia and 
spent his junior and senior years of high school in Louisiana. 
 
Morrison’s father was a perfectionist who demanded answers whenever Logan failed to live up to his potential. Tom Morrison died of lung cancer 
in December 2010. He was only 52 and had barely seen his son achieve his big-league dream. Logan honors his father after every home run with a 
Coast Guard salute. 
 
“My dad, for sure, was my biggest influence because he was there the most,” Morrison said. “That’s more the man, work ethic deal. He didn’t 
really know much about baseball. He played football in college and read books about it and things like that. But when he felt he couldn’t help me 
anymore, he put me in front of people who could.” 
 
Morrison was among the high-profile players who stayed on the sideline while baseball’s glacial free-agent market stagnated through February. 
When he joined the Twins in Fort Myers three weeks into camp, Morrison had only four choices for a uniform number — 40, 68, 00 or 99. 
 
“I figured, OK, last guy in camp, I’ll take 99,” he said. 
 
Molitor will settle for big numbers at the plate. 
 
“You’re going to have a guy who’s going to make it fun and be visible and audible, and I hope his bat is very audible,” the manager said. 
 
Morrison spent the past two seasons enduring 176 losses with the purging Rays. In eight major-league seasons with the Marlins, Mariners and 
Rays, he has finished with a winning record just once, in 2014 with Seattle. 
 
He glanced around the Twins clubhouse and lavished praise on a bolstered pitching rotation that includes newly acquired workhorses Lance Lynn 
and Jake Odorizzi, his former teammate in Tampa. 
 
Morrison called left fielder Eddie Rosario “one of the most underrated players I’ve ever played against,” labeled Mauer a future hall of famer and 
lauded Dozier’s consistency at second base and power at the plate. 
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“It’s definitely a good mix of guys,” he said. “I’m just looking to fit in, not stand out or anything. I just want to win games.” 
 
 
Citing ‘conflicting accounts,’ MLB will not suspend Twins’ Miguel Sano over photographer’s accusation 
Brian Murphy| Pioneer Press | March 23, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — Major League Baseball said Friday it will not suspend Twins star third baseman Miguel Sano after investigating claims 
by a Twin Cities photographer that he assaulted her at a Minnetonka shopping mall in October 2015. 
 
Baseball cited “insufficient evidence” and “conflicting and inconsistent witness accounts” after interviewing more than 20 people, including Sano 
and photographer Betsy Bissen, and reviewing available documents and communication records, according to a statement. 
 
MLB left open the possibility of reopening the investigation upon “receipt of any new information or evidence.” 
 
“I want to thank Major League Baseball for conducting a thorough investigation and I’m happy to put this behind me,” Sano said in a statement 
issued in English and Spanish through the MLB Players Association. 
 
“I look forward to focusing on the upcoming season and playing alongside my teammates. I want to thank my family, friends, the Players 
Association, the Minnesota Twins and my fans for their continued support.” 
 
The Twins released a statement late Friday supporting the joint MLB-MLBPA policy “which governs serious matters of this nature.” 
 
“The Twins are pleased that the Commissioner’s Office has concluded its investigation with respect to Miguel Sano. Miguel can now return his 
sole focus to the season ahead,” the team said. 
 
Bissen alleged on Twitter on Dec. 28 that Sano forcibly tried to kiss her and pull her into a woman’s bathroom against her will following an 
autograph signing session she photographed. Bissen added that she tried to pull away from him in a struggle that left her physically sore the next 
day. 
 
She has not responded to multiple requests for comment. Sano is scheduled to address the media Saturday afternoon in the Twins clubhouse at 
Hammond Stadium. 
 
MLB investigators questioned Sano at the Twins spring training facility for four hours on Feb. 27. He denied the allegations when they were made 
in December and reiterated his innocence after being interviewed by MLB. 
 
The specter of possible discipline for Sano hung over the team throughout the winter and spring training as the slugger and the team awaited 
results of an investigation by MLB’s Commissioner’s Office. 
 
The risk of losing their power-hitting third baseman was compounded by news this week that shortstop Jorge Polanco had been suspended 80 
games after testing positive for a performing-enhancing drug. 
 
In 310 games over 2½ major league seasons, Sano has hit .254 with 71 home runs, 195 runs batted in and an .844 OPS. He also has struck out 470 
times in 1,313 plate appearances. 
 
Injuries have raised questions about Sano’s durability and weight, which is listed at 272 pounds, and his sense of entitlement since the Twins 
signed the 16-year-old prodigy to a contract that included a $3.15 million bonus. He is hitting .303 with no home runs, nine strikeouts and seven 
walks in 13 Grapefruit League games. 
 
Sano spent the offseason rehabbing in Fort Myers following Nov. 13 surgery on his left shin to repair a stress reaction that sidelined him for six 
weeks during Minnesota’s wild-card playoff drive. He returned for the final regular-season series but was not cleared to play third base and was 
left off the postseason roster when the Twins traveled to New York and lost to the Yankees in the American League wild-card game. 
 
Penalties, including suspension and fines, are left to the discretion of Commissioner Rob Manfred under a joint policy with the players union on 
domestic violence, sexual assault and child abuse. That policy was announced in August 2015, shortly before the alleged Sano incident occurred 
on the penultimate day of the regular season. 
 
Seven such incidents have incurred penalties since the policy was put in place. 
 
Boston Red Sox pitcher Steven Wright was suspended 15 games Friday in connection with a domestic violence incident involving his wife in 
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December. 
 
In March 2017, New York Mets closer Jeurys Familia also was suspended 15 games without pay. 
 
Los Angeles Dodgers outfielder Yasiel Puig was investigated in 2016 after an alleged incident with his sister, but no penalty was handed down 
after both Puig and his sister denied an assault occurred, no witnesses were uncovered and available video evidence did not support the allegation. 
 
Outfielder Hector Olivera, then with the Atlanta Braves, earned the longest suspension to date under the policy, 82 games without pay in 2016. 
 
 
Ryan LaMarre’s bat keeping him in hunt for Twins roster spot 
Brian Murphy| Pioneer Press | March 23, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — There were no hexes being thrown out of the Twins’ dugout on Friday, no players superstitiously switching places on the 
bench or turning their hats inside out to end Houston’s pitching prowess. 
 
Spring training no-hitters are rare and rarely celebrated, so it was inconsequential when Twins non-roster invitee Ryan LaMarre led off the bottom 
of the ninth with a sharp double to right off Astros minor-league reliever Trent Thornton for Minnesota’s first hit of the afternoon. 
 
But it was another significant moment for LaMarre, a journeyman who is hitting a scorching .486 this spring with a .500 on-base percentage in 35 
at-bats. He scored on Tanner English’s two-run homer, which tied the game 2-2, before Twins manager Paul Molitor opted not to play extra 
innings. 
 
“It’s not like I was 0-for-2 or 0-for-3 going into that at bat,” LaMarre said. “I just wanted to get some good wood on it. They threw some good 
arms today. There’s a reason they’re the defending world champs.” 
 
LaMarre is a long shot to nail down a reserve outfielder’s role behind Eddie Rosario, Byron Buxton, Max Kepler, Zack Granite and Robbie 
Grossman. But his versatility and escalating production at the plate are turning heads. 
 
“He’s put himself in the mix here at the end, either way,” said Molitor. 
 
LaMarre, a University of Michigan product, was drafted by the Cincinnati Reds in the 2010 second round. He played 21 games for the Reds in 
2015 and another five with Boston the next year, hitting a combined .054 (2 for 37) with 14 strikeouts. 
 
“You hear about swing changes and different things he’s trying to do,” Molitor said. “He’s had a nice camp. He plays outfield well. And he’s been 
taking good at-bats all spring.” 
 
LaMarre, 29, is simply enjoying the ride with his fifth major-league franchise. 
 
“It’s been awesome,” he said. “This organization is incredible. I’ve been in a lot of clubhouses before. The way these guys have jelled together 
and the different personality with how this team meshes, from Molly up top, has been incredible. 
 
“I want them to know I’m versatile, play hard, give them good at bat whenever I’m put into the lineup. Try to be the biggest cheerleaders for Max, 
Eddie and Byron that I can be. We’ll just see what happens.” 
 
ODORIZZI ON OPENING DAY 
Jake Odorizzi’s baseball life just keeps getting more interesting. 
 
After being acquired by the Twins in a Feb. 17 trade with Tampa Bay, the right-hander learned this week he would be Minnesota’s Opening Day 
starter Thursday at Baltimore, a career milestone for the seven-year veteran. 
 
Odorizzi was the consensus choice with ace Ervin Santana still recovering from Feb. 6 surgery on his right middle finger. 
 
“It’s special, to come here as late as I did, for them to have the confidence to start me on Opening Day,” Odorizzi said Friday. “You want to try to 
get into the win column the first game, so I’m going to be right there, doing whatever I would do if I was pitching Game 2, 3, 4 or 5.” 
 
Odorizzi also happens to be 2-0 with a 3.10 earned-run average and 21 strikeouts in 20 1/3 innings over four starts against the Orioles. 
 
“A lot of weird dynamics went into this spring training (so) why not?” he said. “Just get it in there and throw it out of the way. It’s an honor thing; 
I won’t try to let affect me in anyway.” 
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Twins’ late drive ties game against Astros 
Staff| Fox Sports North | March 23, 2018 
 
Minnesota and Houston ended in a 2-2 tie after Twins outfielder Tanner English hit a two-run home run in the bottom of the ninth inning to tie the 
game. 
 
Twins’ Lance Lynn gave up two hits while striking out five in four innings pitched. 
 
 
Sano won’t be suspended by MLB after assault accusation 
Staff| Fox Sports North | March 23, 2018 
 
NEW YORK — Minnesota Twins third baseman Miguel Sano will not be suspended by Major League Baseball after being accused of assault. 
 
The commissioner’s office said in a statement on Friday “there was insufficient evidence to support a disciplinary determination against Sano, due 
to conflicting and inconsistent witness accounts and the absence of contemporaneous substantiation.” 
 
Sano was accused of assault in December by a photographer who has covered the Twins. She posted on Twitter that the All-Star third baseman 
forcibly attempted to kiss her following an autograph session at a mall in 2015. 
 
Betsy Bissen tweeted she screamed and resisted Sano until he gave up “after a solid 10 minutes of fighting.” Bissen, who has worked for 
publications including the popular fan blog Twins Daily, said in her tweet she long feared telling her story would cost her access to photograph 
Twins games. 
 
In 2015, MLB and its players union unveiled a new policy covering domestic violence, sexual assault and child abuse. Commissioner Rob 
Manfred has the power to levy discipline, with no minimum or maximum penalty, following an investigation. 
 
MLB said its investigation interviews of more than 20 individuals, including Sano and the complainant. 
 
“I want to thank Major League Baseball for conducting a thorough investigation and I’m happy to put this behind me,” Sano said in a statement. 
 
“I look forward to focusing on the upcoming season and playing alongside my teammates. I want to thank my family, friends, the players’ 
association, the Minnesota Twins and my fans for their continued support.” 
 
Sano is listed by the Twins at 6-foot-4 and 260 pounds, though he’s often played at a weight much heavier than that. Sano made the AL All-Star 
team in 2017, his third major league season. He batted .264 with 28 homers and 77 RBIs despite missing the last six weeks of the season. Sano 
had a stress reaction in his left shin and had surgery in November. 
 
 
Sano won’t be suspended by MLB after assault accusation 
Dan Hayes| The Athletic | March 23, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — Major League Baseball has determined that there is “insufficient evidence to support a disciplinary determination” against 
Miguel Sanó for the assault allegations levied against him, and so the Twins slugger will not be suspended. 
 
The third baseman learned late Friday afternoon that MLB closed its investigation into him, shortly after the Twins and Houston Astros played to 
a 2-all tie and nearly three months after it began. 
 
Sanó, who in late December was accused of harassing a local photographer during an October 2015 incident after an autograph show, met with 
MLB investigators prior to a Feb. 27 contest. Sanó returned to the team later that day and has remained with them since. Both Sanó and the team 
issued statements, but were otherwise unavailable for comment. Sanó is expected to address the media on Saturday afternoon. 
 
“I want to thank Major League Baseball for conducting a thorough investigation and I'm happy to put this behind me,” Sanó said in a statement. “I 
look forward to focusing on the upcoming season and playing alongside my teammates. I want to thank my family, friends, the Players 
Association, the Minnesota Twins and my fans for their continued support.” 
 
The announcement comes five days after the Twins learned that shortstop Jorge Polanco would be suspended 80-game for a positive test for PEDs 
and on the same day that Boston Red Sox pitcher Steven Wright received a 15-game suspension for a violation of MLB’s domestic violence 
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policy. Any suspension would have been another large hurdle facing the Twins, who potentially could have started the season without either of 
their infielders on the left side. 
 
“The Minnesota Twins fully support the joint MLB-MLBPA policy which governs serious matters of this nature,” the team said in a statement. 
“The Twins are pleased that the Commissioner’s Office has concluded its investigation with respect to Miguel Sanó. Miguel can now return his 
sole focus to the season ahead. Per team protocol, the Twins will not comment further on this matter.” 
 
The Twins stated all spring that they would cooperate with MLB in any way as it looked into the matter, one commissioner Rob Manfred said was 
of utmost importance at a Grapefruit League media day in February. At the time, the Twins were focused on the only thing they could control, the 
rehabbing of Sanó’s surgically repaired ankle. 
 
Sanó was limited to three games played over the final six weeks of the 2017 season because of the ankle injury. He was also held out of the team’s 
wild-card game against the New York Yankees. 
 
In its statement, MLB said it couldn’t find enough consistency and substantiation in a “comprehensive investigation” that included the 
interviewing of more than 20 witnesses as well as a review of available documents, including communication records. 
 
MLB said it has no plans to punish Sanó unless new information or evidence is received: “At the conclusion of the investigation, the Office of the 
Commissioner found that there was insufficient evidence to support a disciplinary determination against Sanó, due to conflicting and inconsistent 
witness accounts and the absence of contemporaneous substantiation.” 
 
 
Indispensable Eduardo Escobar to cover Twins in Jorge Polanco's absence 
Dan Hayes| The Athletic | March 23, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — The trade that meant he and Eduardo Escobar were no longer teammates occurred more than 5 1/2 years ago and yet 
Addison Reed still recalls most of the details. 
 
Some people possess the ability to remember the little specifics from every instant. Reed said he’s not really one of them. The Twins reliever 
estimated on Thursday morning that he’s been around 40-45 trades in his career. Yet Escobar’s, when the White Sox exchanged him for Francisco 
Liriano on July 28, 2012, still lingers. 
 
Reed thinks the memory has everything to do with the way Escobar has always carried himself in the clubhouse. A fixture with the Twins, 
Escobar’s lovable, have-glove-will-travel attitude has made him a popular teammate since the outset of his career. Escobar’s ability to be ready at 
a moment’s notice has always carried him, and Reed thinks that attitude will pay dividends as Escobar takes over as the Twins’ starting shortstop 
with Jorge Polanco suspended. 
 
“That’s the only one I can remember,” Reed said. “It’s weird. Sometimes you just remember things in life and for some reason that’s one that has 
always stuck in my head. 
 
“I remember we were in Arlington playing the Rangers. I think he even wore a cowboy hat and cowboy boots to the field that day. Talking about 
it and saying it out loud, it’s really weird that I remember it in such great detail. But I’ve been around so many trades and that’s honestly the only 
one I probably remember. 
 
“He’s a real personable guy. Everybody loves him. Everybody gets along with him.” 
 
It’s easy to understand why the White Sox clubhouse had an air of sadness the day Escobar was traded. Even on Wednesday night, when it 
became clear that Escobar will get the Opening Day start at short next Thursday, only the second opener of his career, he displayed those same 
endearing qualities in discussing his latest opportunity. 
 
“I feel bad for my buddy Polanco,” Escobar immediately said. 
 
Yet he’s excited for the chance to play every day yet again the same way he was when he filled in for the injured Miguel Sano down the stretch in 
2017. The ability to always be ready has made Escobar — who earned a career-high 499 plate appearances last season — indispensable to the 
Twins. 
 
“Since I’ve been here, he has found ways to play a lot even though he hasn’t ever really been a starter coming out of camp,” manager Paul Molitor 
said. “It’s definitely helpful when something like this occurs and you can plug somebody in that’s accustomed to playing significant roles on your 
team from previous go-arounds. 
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“He’s one of those guys who always says, ‘Whenever you need me.’ I need him.” 
 
Escobar isn’t shy to say he wants to be in the lineup every day. Molitor said Escobar will drop in the office occasionally if he hasn’t played for a 
while to get a sense where he stands, why he might not have played — “sometimes, it’s just reassuring to know,” Molitor said. 
 
Escobar understands it isn’t always easy for Molitor to find him playing time. He just keeps his head down, keeps working and tries to be ready. 
 
“Whatever you need,” Escobar said. “But now I’ve got an opportunity to play shortstop and I’ve been working hard. 
 
“Any time you need me in the lineup, I’ll be ready for you. I love it. I love playing every day. I love it here. … Molitor gives me a lot of 
opportunity, you know. That’s why I’m working hard, so I’m ready for those opportunities. Give me an opportunity again and I’ll be ready.” 
 
The Twins feel pretty confident about what they have as a replacement for Polanco. 
 
Not only is he well-liked, Escobar has a steady glove and can hit, as evidenced by the 21 home runs last season. 
 
“It’s not a bad guy to have to be your fill-in so to speak,” Reed said. 
 
Maybe it’s that combination of skill and personality that makes him so memorable to Reed, who had briefly played with Escobar at Triple-A in 
2011 and then for half a season in 2012. 
 
A rookie at the time, Escobar was a favorite of the coaching staff because of his endless energy and upbeat attitude. 
 
He only had accrued 97 plate appearances to that point and yet found a way to make an impact. The White Sox were in the midst of a pennant 
race and added an arm they hoped would put them over the top, yet the mood was somber. 
 
“There’s not any group of guys he doesn’t get along,” Reed said. “That’s probably why it stuck in my head.” 
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