
Bieber earns first 'W' as Tribe takes series finale  
CLEVELAND -- Leave it to a rookie to help lift the Indians out of a slump. 
 
In his second Major League start, Shane Bieber put together a solid outing for his first career win to help the Indians take the series finale with 
the Twins, 4-1, on Sunday at Progressive Field. 
 
"The kid's got some poise, man," catcher Yan Gomes said. "He knows what he's doing out there. That's really good to see from such a young 
guy, coming out there and just pitching his game." 
 
Bieber struck out seven over 5 2/3 innings and worked out of trouble, allowing only one run on 10 hits. The start comes two days after Indians 
ace Corey Kluber was tagged for four runs and took the loss and one day after Carlos Carrasco also endured a loss after giving up four runs 
before exiting Saturday's game with a right elbow contusion. 
 
Bieber, who was recalled from Triple-A Columbus on Sunday morning, learned he'd be getting the start shortly after Carrasco exited Saturday's 
game. 
 
"I just tried to go out there and do my thing," Bieber said. "I tried to be me as a pitcher. I tried to give my team a chance to win and ate up as 
many innings as I could." 
 
The win moved the Indians to 37-33 and snapped a two-game skid overall and five-game losing streak to the Twins (31-37) this season. 
 
"We had 10 hits off [Bieber] and hit a lot of balls hard," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "But he made his best pitches when he was in trouble, 
and that's to his credit today." 
 
The win proved even sweeter for Bieber, who was handed a no-decision after giving up four runs in 5 2/3 innings against the Twins during his 
Major League debut on May 31 -- an eventual 9-8 win for the Tribe. 
 
Joe Mauer started the game off with a double and later scored on a double by Eduardo Escobar. Bieber finished the first frame with strikeouts 
of Logan Morrison and Brian Dozier, both looking. 
 
Bieber faced his biggest test of the afternoon in the fifth, when he gave up back-to-back singles to Robbie Grossman and Max Kepler to begin 
the inning. Both runners advanced a base on a wild pitch, but Bieber was able to strike out Mitch Garver and Ehire Adrianza swinging to 
complete his outing. Manager Terry Francona replaced Bieber with Oliver Perez, who got Mauer to strike out looking to end the scoring threat. 
 
"I think he has tremendous composure," Francona said. "That's part of the reason he won today. It's nice to see anybody execute their best 
pitches when the game is on the line. Sometimes nobody on, nobody out, it's easy to let it go. But when you have to make a pitch, and you're 
able to make your best pitch, that bodes well for us." 
 
Bieber's day ended after 89 pitches, but he held the Twins to 1-for-9 with runners in scoring position. His outing bested Twins starter Odorizzi, 
who allowed all four runs over five innings, falling to 3-4 on the season. 
 
"I think it was a super well-rounded win today," Bieber said. "From defense, to bullpen, to hitting and all that. Those guys picked me up early, 
and we were able to carry on for the rest of the game." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
The Indians took the lead with a three-run third inning. Michael Brantley led the frame off with his 14th double of the year. Odorizzi then walked 
Edwin Encarnacion and Lonnie Chisenhall before yielding a bases-clearing double to Gomes, giving the Tribe its first lead of the series. 
 
Gomes went 1-for-4 Sunday and finished the series 5-for-12 with a home run and five RBIs. The Indians' catcher has 13 hits in 12 games this 
month and is batting .317 with five doubles and 11 RBIs, which leads all Major League catchers. 
 
"It's nice to get a big hit from somebody else," Francona said. "We can say it a million different ways, but when you have one through nine, and 
you're getting contributions there, it's nice." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"We saw what happened with Cookie [Carrasco], and we saw that the bullpen was kind of thin. Then all of a sudden, Plutko is in the game. 
Someone from across the clubhouse goes, 'Who's supposed to start for us tomorrow?' All these heads turn, and someone says, 'Maybe you'll 
be starting in the big leagues.' ... So I was able to hurry up and go back to my apartment, pack everything up and skedaddle out of there." -- 
Bieber, on learning he'd be getting called up 
 
UP NEXT 
Right-hander Trevor Bauer (5-5, 2.69 ERA) will get the nod for the first of a three-game series on Monday at 7:15 p.m. ET against the White 
Sox at Progressive Field. Bauer made his last start vs. the White Sox last Wednesday and allowed three runs on four hits over 7 2/3 innings 
with 12 strikeouts -- his fourth straight start with 11-plus strikeouts. The White Sox will counter with Dylan Covey (3-1, 2.29). 
 
Casey Harrison is a reporter for MLB.com based in Cleveland. 
 
 



Carrasco to DL with right elbow contusion 
CLEVELAND -- The Indians placed right-hander Carlos Carrasco on the disabled list with a right elbow contusion Sunday. 
 
The Indians recalled right-hander Shane Bieber from Triple-A Columbus. Bieber, the Indians' No. 3 prospectper MLB Pipeline, will get the start 
Sunday against the Twins. 
Carrasco was struck on his throwing arm by a line drive from Joe Mauer to lead off the second inning at Progressive Field during the Tribe's 9-3 
loss to the Twins on Saturday. Carrasco immediately kneeled over and grabbed his injured arm before he was quickly checked out by the 
team's training staff and exited. 
 
Carrasco was originally diagnosed with a right forearm contusion, but after being taken to Lutheran Hospital during the game, X-rays revealed 
that the injury was to his elbow. He will be evaluated again Monday morning. 
 
"He'll get a scan tomorrow, and then we hope to know exactly what's going on in there" manager Terry Francona said, "or what isn't going on. 
But for the next two days, he'd be treated the same anyway." 
 
Carrasco's outing lasted 1 1/3 innings. He gave up four hits and four runs in the first, while also walking and hitting a batter. He recorded two 
strikeouts. 
 
This isn't the first time Carrasco has been struck by a comebacker. He was hit on the right side of the face by a liner off the bat of Melky 
Cabrera on April 14, 2015, in a game against the White Sox. Carrasco also left a game against the Tigers on Sept. 17, 2016 -- two pitches into 
his start -- when he took a liner by Ian Kinsler off his right hand. He missed the rest of the season. 
 
"I think it's just chance," Francona said. "I mean there's a lot of balls that come back at pitchers. Some guys are in a better position to either get 
out of the way or field them than other pitchers." 
 
Carrasco took the loss Saturday and is now 8-5 on the season. The shortened outing raised his ERA from 3.90 to 4.24 over 91 1/3 innings. The 
Indians have lost four of their last five games and five straight to the Twins for the first time since 2012. 
Bieber made his Major League debut against the Twins on May 31. He allowed four runs on eight hits in 5 2/3 innings while striking out six and 
walking one. 
 
Francona believes the experience Bieber obtained in his big league debut helped the rookie immensely, but Bieber will still need to bring his 
best stuff to get the Twins this time around. 
 
"I think the experience of a first start -- regardless of who it was -- is beneficial to him," Francona said. "I think any information can be good. On 
the flip side, you can say they've seen him also. If he makes good pitches, he's probably gonna be OK. If he doesn't, probably won't be." 
Left-handed reliever Tyler Olson was also placed on the 10-day disabled list with a left latissimus dorsi strain. The Indians will recall 28-year-old 
right hander Evan Marshall from Columbus. 
 
In nine Major League appearances this season, Marshall has a 6.75 ERA and 2.10 WHIP. 
 
The last time the Indians lost six in a row to Minnesota was June 2-August 7, 2017, when the Twins took seven straight. The Tribe is 3-8 in its 
last 11 games in the series and 2-6 against the Twins this season. 
 
Worth noting 
• Francona said Adam Plutko will likely slide into Carrasco's spot in the starting rotation. Plutko threw two innings Saturday and gave up a solo 
homer to Eddie Rosario in the eighth. He finished the outing having allowed one run on two hits with a strikeout. 
 
Given the short notice, Francona was impressed at the outing. 
 
"I actually thought he did a really good job," Francona said. "I think sometimes it helps guys. They don't have time to worry. I thought he 
maintained his stuff real well. Probably had an extra mile or two on it." 
 
• Francona also said he expects first baseman Yonder Alonso to be activated from the family medical emergency list on Monday. Alonso has 
been out since Friday for an undisclosed reason and is allowed to miss between three and seven days. Alonso is slashing .248/.323/.446 
through 63 games this season. 
 
Twins, Indians celebrate Father's Day 
By Casey Harrrison MLB.com 
CLEVELAND -- The Twins and Indians took part in Major League Baseball's league-wide effort to build awareness about prostate cancer and 
raise funds for research to fight the disease in Sunday's Father's Day finale at Progressive Field. 
 
During Father's Day games, players and on-field personnel wore the symbolic blue ribbon on their uniforms along with blue wristbands. Also, 
for the third consecutive season, players wore specially designed light blue caps with the team color on the brim. Players also had the option to 
wear multi-pattern blue-dyed socks as well as a special hooded fleece during batting practice. 
 
"With the baseball season spanning as long as it does, we get to play on a lot of different types of days," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "We 
get to honor our servicemen, moms and today is for dads, which is a good thing. Around here, we acknowledge it's a blessing and a privilege to 



be a dad. Personally, for me, I lost my dad a while back. But I was fortunate to have someone who gave me the opportunity, ability and courage 
I needed along the way. We'll go out there and play a baseball game, and we'll do it in powder blue." 
MLB will donate all royalty payments from the sales of specialty caps and apparel to the Prostate Cancer Foundation and Stand Up To Cancer. 
The effort also includes the annual Prostate Cancer Foundation "Home Run Challenge," which gives fans the chance to make a one-time 
monetary donation for every home run hit by their favorite team from June 1-June 17. 
 
Jones, Krieger among Sunday's top prospects 
• Indians No. 5 prospect Nolan Jones' two-run home run accounted for all of Class A Lake County's offense in a 6-2 loss against Bowling 
Green. Finishing 2-for-4, Jones was the lone Captains player to tally multiple hits. The 20-year-old third baseman is having a strong first full 
season, with a .276/.395/.442 batting line and eight home runs through 55 games. He's been especially hot of late, too, with 17 hits and a .447 
average across his past 10 contests. 
• Indians No. 25 prospect Tyler Krieger hit a pair of home runs, stole two bases and was a perfect 5-for-5 at the plate for Double-A Akron. He's 
homered five times this season and thrice in his past two contests after connecting on a solo shot Saturday. The 24-year-old outfielder-second 
baseman's batting average jumped from .210 to .229 with the five-hit performance, the second of his career. 
 
Indians place P Carlos Carrasco on DL after he was struck by line drive 
Associated Press Associated Press 
CLEVELAND -- Indians pitcher Carlos Carrasco will undergo additional tests on his bruised right elbow after he was placed on the 10-day 
disabled list Sunday. 
 
Carrasco was struck by Joe Mauer's line drive in the second inning of Saturday's 9-3 loss to Minnesota. The injury is a big blow for the Indians, 
whose strong rotation has kept them on top of the AL Central. 
 
The 31-year-old Carrasco, who is 8-5 with a 4.24 ERA in 15 starts, will have imaging procedures Monday to determine whether he sustained 
more serious damage, including whether he has a fracture. 
 
"That's what they would certainly be looking for,'' manager Terry Francona said. "So far they're calling it a contusion, which would be fortunate 
and we'd be really happy with.'' 
 
Francona is hoping the tests will provide more clarity to the situation. 
 
"They're going to try and get the swelling down and take care of some of the trauma,'' he said. "We hope to know exactly what's going on in 
there or what isn't going on.'' 
 
Carrasco has been one of the most consistent starters in the AL, going 43-26 over the past three seasons, including 18-6 in 2017. 
 
Carrasco was hit in the face by a line drive in 2015, but made his next turn in the rotation. He broke his right hand after being hit by a line drive 
late in the 2016 season and missed the playoffs. 
 
Cleveland's starters have helped offset one of the worst bullpens in the majors. Andrew Miller is on the disabled list with right knee inflammation 
and the team doesn't know when he'll return. He was also on the DL earlier this season with a strained left hamstring. 
 
Cleveland also recalled right-hander Shane Bieber from Triple-A Columbus to make his second major league start Sunday. Left-hander Tyler 
Olson was placed on the DL with a strained back muscle, and right-hander Evan Marshall was recalled from Columbus. 
 
Right-hander Adam Plutko was scheduled to start Sunday, but pitched two innings Saturday. Francona used six relievers, including outfielder 
Brandon Guyer in the ninth. 
 
Bieber gets first major league win as Indians beat T wins 4-1 
By STEVE HERRICK Associated PressPublished on June 18, 2018 
CLEVELAND — Shane Bieber was relaxing in the clubhouse at Triple-A Columbus on Saturday when he received an important message. 
 
The rookie right-hander was needed in the big leagues. 
 
RELATED Jones homers in 7th to lead Tigers over Twins, 3-1 
Bieber capped a whirlwind few hours by pitching one-run ball into the sixth inning for his first major league win, helping the Cleveland Indians 
beat the Minnesota Twins 4-1 on Sunday. 
 
He scattered 10 hits and struck out seven in 5 2/3 innings in his second career start. He was recalled earlier in the day when Carlos Carrasco 
went on the 10-day disabled list with a bruised right elbow. 
 
“It was hectic,” said Bieber, who was told about his promotion Saturday evening. “They said go pack what you need and get on the road as 
soon as possible.” 
 
Catcher Yan Gomes, whose three run-double in the third snapped a 1-all tie, was impressed with the composure a 23-year-old pitcher who 
began the season at Double-A Akron showed in unusual circumstances. 
 
“The kid has some poise,” Gomes said. “He knows what he’s doing out there. That’s good to see from such a young guy.” 



 
Tyler Naquin had an RBI single in the second. Cody Allen, the Indians’ third reliever, pitched the ninth for his 14th save in 15 opportunities. 
 
Cleveland salvaged the finale of the three-game series and broke a five-game losing streak against Minnesota. 
 
Twins right-hander Jake Odorizzi (3-4) allowed four runs in five innings. He is winless in seven starts since May 8. 
 
Bieber was scheduled to start for Triple-A Columbus on Sunday, but that plan changed when Carrasco was injured in the second inning of 
Saturday’s 9-3 loss. 
 
Carrasco’s early exit forced the Indians to use seven pitchers, including Adam Plutko, who was scheduled to start for Cleveland on Sunday. 
Bieber, instead of preparing to face Indianapolis in the International League, made the 2 1/2 drive from Columbus. 
 
Bieber got an idea a change was coming when he and his teammates were watching the Indians game. 
 
“We saw the bullpen was kind of thin and all of a sudden I see Plutko in the game,” he said. “Somebody across the clubhouse goes, ‘who’s 
supposed to start for us tomorrow?‘ All these heads turn and they say, ‘you might be starting in the big leagues.‘ “ 
 
Bieber scrambled to get his father and brother tickets for a red-eye flight from California so they could attend the game. 
 
Eduardo Escobar’s first-inning double gave Minnesota the lead. The Twins were coming off wins over Corey Kluber, the reigning AL Cy Young 
Award winner, and Carrasco in the first two games of the series, but were held in check by Bieber (1-0). 
 
Minnesota had runners on second and third with nobody out in the sixth, but Bieber struck out Mitch Garver and Ehre Adrianza. Oliver Perez 
struck out Joe Mauer to end the inning. 
 
Escobar doubled in each of his first three at-bats, but Minnesota stranded 10 baserunners and was 1 for 10 with runners in scoring position. 
 
“We had chances,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “We could have put the ball in play multiple times whether it was just a ground ball or fly 
ball that was going to get us a point or two, get us closer.” 
 
Bieber made his major league debut at Minnesota on May 31, allowing four runs in 5 2/3 innings. He left with the Indians ahead 8-4, but the 
bullpen couldn’t hold onto the lead and Cleveland won 9-8. 
 
Michael Brantley hit a leadoff double in the third, and Edwin Encarnacion and Lonnie Chisenhall drew one-out walks. Gomes’ double to the wall 
in left-center scored all three runners. 
 
NICE REWARD 
The Twins won’t get a breather when it comes to facing the top pitchers in the AL in their three-game series against Boston. Minnesota will go 
against former Cy Young winners Chris Sale, David Price and Rick Porcello, who are a combined 22-8 this season. 
 
NEXT GAME ADDITION 
Indians manager Terry Francona said first baseman Yonder Alonso will return to the team Monday. Alonso was placed on the family-medical-
emergency list Friday. 
 
TRAINER’S ROOM 
Twins: OF Robbie Grossman was removed for a pinch runner in the sixth inning for what was announced as “heat illness.” Molitor said 
Grossman felt lightheaded and dizzy. 
 
Indians: Carrasco will have additional tests Monday. ... LHP Tyler Olson (strained back muscle) was placed on the 10-day DL. He’s 1-1 with a 
7.27 ERA in 28 appearances. 
 
UP NEXT 
Twins: RHP Jose Berrios (7-5, 3.51 ERA) will pitch Monday against Boston in the first of a three-game series. 
 
Indians: RHP Trevor Bauer (5-5, 2.69 ERA) will go in the opener of a three-game series against the Chicago White Sox on Monday at 
Progressive Field. 
 
 
Carlos Carrasco diagnosed with elbow contusion, pla ced on disabled list; Indians awaiting further resu lts 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: The Indians on Sunday placed Carlos Carrasco on the 10-day disabled list, but they must still wait to see how long they’ll be 
without one of their key cogs in the starting rotation. 

Carrasco was hit on the elbow/forearm area with a line drive off the bat of Joe Mauer in the second inning of Saturday’s game against the 
Minnesota Twins. After being down on one knee for a few minutes, he was taken out of the game. 



Carrasco was said to be on the way to a local hospital for X-Rays Saturday night, though that imaging won’t happen until Monday morning, as 
the treatment in the first few days would be the same either way and it will allow some of the swelling to go down. 

The Indians know they’ll be without Carrasco long enough to warrant a stint on the disabled list even if they get good news, that it is only a 
contusion and nothing worse. 

“[A potential fracture] what they would be certainly looking for,” Francona said. “So far they kind of have maintained that they’re calling it a 
contusion. Which, we’d be fortunate, and we’d be really happy with.” 

Carrasco was in obvious pain on the field after taking the 99.6-mph comebacker off the elbow. Francona’s initial worry was that he was hit in 
the face. 

“I was so—you never want to make light of someone getting hit hard like that—but I was so concerned when it happened,” Francona said. “I 
thought he got hit in the head, and I was almost relieved when I got out there. I don’t mean it like that, because I know he got hit in the pitching 
arm. I just thought he got hit in the head and my heart was in my stomach when I saw it. So when I saw him out there I knew he was hurt, but I 
knew it wasn’t his head.” 

Carrasco’s early exit quickly began a chain of decisions based off some quick communication. Once it was relayed that Sunday was Shane 
Bieber’s regular start day and he’d be available to be called up and pitch, the Indians were able to get two innings from Sunday’s originally 
scheduled starter, Adam Plutko, as they tried to piece together the final eight innings without overexerting the bullpen. In order to stay away 
from Josh Tomlin, outfielder Brandon Guyer pitched a 1-2-3 ninth. 

The Indians have an off day on Thursday, so they have options as to how they re-order their rotation. For now, according to Francona, Plutko 
will slide into Carrasco’s spot. 

“We have the ability to, with the off day, to maneuver a little bit,” Francona said. “I think right now the plan is he’ll just slide in there. But I think 
we also kind of want to see how the week goes.” 

Along with Bieber being called up to start Sunday’s game with Carrasco on the disabled list, Tyler Olson was also placed on the 10-day 
disabled list with a lat strain. Evan Marshall was recalled in his place in the bullpen. 

“It’s been bothering [Olson] for a while now and he didn’t say anything and I think now he’s kind of kicking himself,” Francona said. 
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Indians notebook: Carlos Carrasco placed on 10-day DL, more tests set for Monday 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: The Indians on Sunday placed Carlos Carrasco on the 10-day disabled list, but they must still wait to see how long they’ll be 
without one of their key cogs in the starting rotation. 

Carrasco was hit on the elbow/forearm area by Joe Mauer’s line drive in the second inning of Saturday’s 9-3 loss to the Minnesota Twins. After 
being down on one knee for a few minutes, he was taken out of the game. 

Carrasco was said to be on the way to a local hospital for X-rays Saturday night, but that imaging won’t happen until Monday morning since the 
treatment in the first few days would be the same either way and it will allow some of the swelling to go down. 

The Indians know they’ll be without Carrasco long enough to warrant a stint on the disabled list even if they get good news, which would be it is 
only a contusion and nothing worse. 

“[A potential fracture is] what they would be certainly looking for,” manager Terry Francona said on Sunday. “So far they kind of have 
maintained that they’re calling it a contusion, which we’d be fortunate and we’d be really happy with.” 

Carrasco was in obvious pain on the field after taking the 99.6-mph comebacker off the elbow. Francona’s initial worry was that he was hit in 
the face. 

“I was so — you never want to make light of someone getting hit hard like that — but I was so concerned when it happened,” Francona said. “I 
thought he got hit in the head, and I was almost relieved when I got out there. I don’t mean it like that, because I know he got hit in the pitching 
arm. I just thought he got hit in the head and my heart was in my stomach when I saw it. So when I saw him out there I knew he was hurt, but I 
knew it wasn’t his head.” 

Carrasco’s early exit began a quick chain of decisions. Once it was relayed that Sunday was Shane Bieber’s regular start day and he’d be 
available to be called up to pitch, the Indians were able to get two innings from Sunday’s originally scheduled starter, Adam Plutko, as they tried 
to piece together the final eight innings without overexerting the bullpen. 

In order to stay away from Josh Tomlin, outfielder Brandon Guyer pitched a 1-2-3 ninth. 

The Indians have an off day on Thursday, so they have options as to how they reorder their rotation. For now, Francona said, Plutko will slide 
into Carrasco’s spot. 

“We have the ability to, with the off day, to maneuver a little bit,” Francona said. “I think right now the plan is he’ll just slide in there. But I think 
we also kind of want to see how the week goes.” 

Olson placed on DL 

Along with Bieber being called up to start Sunday’s game with Carrasco on the disabled list, reliever Tyler Olson was also placed on the 10-day 
disabled list with a lat strain. Evan Marshall was recalled to take his place in the bullpen. 

“It’s been bothering [Olson] for a while now and he didn’t say anything and I think now he’s kind of kicking himself,” Francona said. 

Ryan Lewis 
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Cleveland Indians place Carlos Carrasco, Tyler Olso n on 10-day disabled list, recall Shane Bieber, Eva n Marshall 

By Joe Noga,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Carlos Carrasco is heading to the 10-day disabled list with a sore right elbow, the Cleveland Indians announced Sunday. 
Rookie right-hander Shane Bieber has been recalled from Class AAA Columbus and will start the series finale against Minnesota at 
Progressive Field. 

"They're just going to try to get the swelling down and take care of some of the trauma," manager Terry Francona said. "He'll get a scan 
tomorrow at 10 a.m., and then we hope to know exactly what's going on in there. Or what isn't going on. But for the next two days he'd be 
treated the same anyway." 

The club also placed LHP Tyler Olson on the DL with a left latissiums dorsi strain and recalled RHP Evan Marshall from Columbus to take his 
place. 

"It's been bothering him for a while now and he didn't say anything and I think now he's kind of kicking himself," Francona said. 

Carrasco was struck on the elbow by a 99.6 mph line drive off the bat of Twins first baseman Joe Mauer in the second inning of Saturday's 9-3 
Tribe loss. He left the game and underwent X-rays and an MRI exam. 

Carrasco (8-5, 4.24 ERA) allowed four runs on four hits before his early exit. This marks the second time since 2015 that Carrasco has gone on 
the DL after being struck by a line drive back to the mound. In 2016 his season ended early when Ian Kinsler's liner broke his pitching hand on 
Sept. 17. 

Carrasco did not require a DL stint in 2015 when he was hit in the face by a Melky Cabrera line drive. 

Bieber is 6-1 with a 1.29 ERA and 72 strikeouts in 12 minor league starts this season. He made his major league debut on May 31 at 
Minnesota, allowing four earned runs across 5 2/3 innings with one walk and six strikeouts. Bieber dominated the Twins lineup for four innings 
before fading in the fifth and allowing a pair of home runs. 

Marshall (0-0, 6.75 ERA) begins his third stint with the big-league club this season, having most recently been optioned back to Columbus on 
June 10. He's made nine relief appearances with the Indians compiling 6 2/3 innings and allowing five earned runs on 10 hits with four walks 
and eight strikeouts. 

Seven of Marshall's nine outings with the Indians have been scoreless, while he has also held left-handed batters to a .200 batting average. 
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Yan Gomes is at the heart of Cleveland Indians' bott om-of-the-order surge 

By Joe Noga,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Yan Gomes and the bottom of the Cleveland Indians batting order have carried the Tribe's offense for the last two weeks. 

The Tribe's No. 5 through No. 9 hitters collected five of the team's seven hits Sunday, including Gomes' go-ahead bases-clearing double off 
Minnesota's Jake Odorizzi in the third inning that lifted the club to a 4-1 victory. 

"I was swinging under a lot of pitches from him," Gomes said of Odorizzi. "That 3-2 (pitch), in my head I was just trying to chop it and stay on 
top of it as much as I could. It was a good pitch to hit and I was able to drive it." 

Manager Terry Francona agreed that Gomes has been hitting the ball hard in the last few weeks, and is settling into a good groove offensively. 

"He took a really nice swing today at the right time," Francona said. "We were looking for one big hit and that's what we got. That was the 
difference in the game." 

But the key to the bottom of the order's recent success might just lie with a guy who hits toward the top. Gomes said he communicates with No. 
2 hitter Michael Brantley at every opportunity in the dugout and in the clubhouse. 

"We try to talk as much as we can when things are going well, just to sit down with him," Gomes said. "We try to simplify as much as we can, 
and by talking to him you're able to make adjustments throughout the game." 

Gomes is batting .317 with five doubles, three homers and 11 RBI since June 1. He says the key for him at the plate has been trying not to do 
too much, and not "selling out" on each at-bat. 

"At the end of the day you're the one out there, you got to try to figure out yourself to see what works," he said. 

Outfielders Tyler Naquin and Lonnie Chisenhall, both of whom recently returned from the disabled list, have also boosted the bottom of the 
order's production. 

Naquin is riding an 11-game hitting streak and tied Sunday's contest with an RBI single in the second inning. Naquin is hitting .394 during the 
streak with three doubles, home run, eight RBI and six runs scored. 

Chisenhall tripled, singled and scored a pair of runs for Cleveland against Odorizzi. He's hit in nine of 11 gams since he was activated from the 
DL on June 5 and is hitting .389 with three doubles, three RBI and eight runs scored during that span. 

Gomes said any time the bottom of the Tribe's order can provide support to the top of the lineup, it's going to bolster Cleveland's offense. 

"Those guys are at the top of the lineup, they're going to be carrying us throughout," he said. "Just because we're at the second half of the 
lineup doesn't mean we're just going to rely so much on those guys. I think we have a pretty deep lineup. From top to bottom we can do some 
damage. From speed to just being able to get good at-bats to get on and let those guys do work." 
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Cleveland Indians rookie Shane Bieber earns first b ig-league win, 4-1, against Minnesota Twins 

By Joe Noga,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The hits kept coming for Cleveland Indians rookie right-hander Shane Bieber, but there was no pain in his game. 

Bieber gave the Indians and manager Terry Francona exactly what they needed Sunday as the Tribe won for the first time in its last six games 
against the Minnesota Twins, 4-1, at Progressive Field. 

Bieber (1-0, 3.97 ERA) claimed his first big-league victory, tossing 5 2/3 innings and holding the Twins to just one earned run despite allowing 
plenty of traffic on the base paths. He then turned things over to relievers Oliver Perez and Neil Ramirez, who got the ball to closer Cody Allen 
with a three-run lead in the ninth. 

Bieber became the first big league pitcher since Cleveland's Carlos Carrasco in 2014 to surrender 10 hits while pitching fewer than six innings 
but allowing just one earned run or fewer in a single outing. 

Perez relieved Bieber with runners on second and third and one out in the sixth. He retired Minnesota's Joe Mauer on a called third strike to 
end the threat and then worked a 1-2-3 seventh before giving way to Ramirez, who pitched a scoreless eighth. 

"(Perez) bounced back today after yesterday was kind of tough," Francona said. "He faced the same guys today and really did a good job. That 
was needed at that point of the game." 

Indians catcher Yan Gomes continued his hot month of June at the plate with a bases-loaded double off Twins starter Jake Odorizzi (3-4, 4.38) 
in the third that scored three and put the Indians in front 4-1. 

Gomes entered Sunday's game hitting .324 with four doubles, three homers and eight RBI in 10 June starts. He's now collected a hit in 11 of 
his last 12 games. 

"He took a really nice swing today at the right time," Francona said. "We were looking for one big hit and that's what we got. That was the 
difference in the game." 

Mauer doubled against Bieber to lead off the game and scored on Eduardo Escobar's one-out RBI smash off the wall in left. But the rookie, who 
took a no-decision in his major league debut at Minnesota back on May 31, settled down to strike out Logan Morrison and Brian Dozier to end 
the frame. 

"It's nice to see anybody execute their best pitches when the game is on the line," Francona said. "Sometimes nobody on, nobody out, it's easy 
to let it go. But when you have to make a pitch, and you're able to make your best pitch, that bodes well for us." 

The Twins struggled with runners in scoring position all afternoon, going 1-for-10 in the game. 

Tribe center fielder Tyler Naquin extended his hitting streak to 11 games, driving in Lonnie Chisenhall with the Indians' first run on an RBI single 
in the second. Naquin, who missed more than a month with a sore left hamstring, has hit safely in each of his three games since returning from 
the disabled list. 

Chisenhall added a base ht in the fifth inning for his third multi-hit game since rejoining the Indians from the DL on June 5. Chisenhall has hit in 
nine of 11 games and is batting .400 (14-for-35) since his return. 

Good company 

Bieber became just the fourth pitcher in Indians history to strike out six or more batters in each of his first two big-league starts. He joins Herb 
Score, who did it eight times in a row as a rookie in 1955, Luis Tiant (three times in 1964) and Danny Salazar (twice in 2013). 

Snow cone and a pickle 

Bieber allowed a pair of hits in the second inning but escaped without giving up a run thanks to a web-gem by Jose Ramirez and some good 
fundamental defense by the Indians. Ramirez snatched a foul pop off the bat of Brian Dozier near the third base camera bay as the ball nearly 
popped out of the end of his glove. 

Later, the Tribe retired Minnesota's Mitch Garver in a rundown between third and home following a base hit by Ehire Adrianza. First baseman 
Edwin Encarnacion took a relay throw from Lonnie Chisenhall in right and threw to shortstop Francisco Lindor, who chased Garver from across 
the diamond. 

What it means 

Cleveland snapped a five-game losing streak against Minnesota. The victory is also No. 419 for Francona as Tribe skipper, moving him into 
sole possession of sixth place on the all-time franchise list behind No. 5 Eric Wedge (561). 

The pitches 

Bieber threw 89 pitches, 61 (68 percent) for strikes. Odorizzi threw 106 pitches, 57 (53 percent) for strikes. 

Thanks, Dad 

The Twins and Indians drew 27,128 fans to Progressive Field on a sunny Father's Day afternoon. First pitch was at 1:11 p.m with a temperature 
of 88 degrees. 

Next 

Cleveland's homestand continues as the Chicago White Sox open a three-game series at Progressive Field beginning Monday. Trevor Bauer 
(5-5, 2.69) will face Dylan Covey (3-1, 2.29) at 7:10 p.m. SportsTime Ohio, WTAM and WMMS will carry the game. 

 



Agree or disagree, Trevor Bauer hopes his strong be liefs help others have confidence to share their ow n 
T.J. Zuppe 1h ago  12   
“Everybody that knows who I am, they either hate me or they love me. There are very few people in the middle.” 
 
It was fitting that Trevor Bauer would speak those words in the visitors clubhouse last month at Minute Maid Park. 
 
Beyond the locker room doors and winding hallways would soon sit nearly 30,000 Astros fans, most ready to offer a not-so-pleasant rebuttal to 
any perceived notions from Bauer — real or unintended. 
 
Oh, you remember the subtle connections to their home team’s love of pine tar and other sticky substances. It didn’t matter to them that he later 
clarified his frustrations were with baseball’s nonchalance toward the topic — not any particular team or individual player. 
 
But given the amount of time Bauer has devoted to studying how foreign substances can help grip, increase spin rates and have an impact on 
performance, he wasn’t going to back down from his desire to see some form of it legalized — a way to even the playing field if the rule won’t 
be enforced with any regularity — simply because it ruffled a few feathers. 
 
“I speak up for what I value or how I see things, my perspective,” Bauer said. “If somebody wants to tell me to get lost and they don’t give a 
crap, then that’s fine. But if people want to take a look at what I’m saying and investigate it themselves, then that’s fine, too. I don’t say things 
just firing from the hip with no evidence or no research or anything behind them.” 
 
Maybe that means the opinionated hurler is not for everyone. 
 
To some degree, Bauer seems to enjoy what makes him different from your average big-league hurler. Some of that is related to the unique 
way he trains. Those methods haven’t always been universally accepted. More of it comes from how often he speaks out on topics he’s 
passionate about, no matter how much backlash he receives. 
 
This year, we’ve seen him sound off on pitcher use of sticky substances and MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred’s pace-of-play initiative. 
 
But beyond the strong opinions, ultra competitiveness, unique pitching methods and uncanny ability to strengthen the line between love and 
hate, he believes there’s a different lesson at play — one he hopes trickles down to those that have watched his career unfold. 
 
“I think of it more so in relation to children and kids growing up,” Bauer said, “to not be scared to be yourself and talk about what you’re 
passionate about and share your opinion.” 
 
And not just when that opinion is popular. 
 
“A LOT OF PEOPLE TELL ME I’M NOT A VERY GOOD ROLE MODEL, BUT I VIEW THINGS DIFFERENTLY,” BAUER SAID. “WHEN I 
RAISE MY KIDS, I WANT THEM TO QUESTION WHAT THEY’RE TAUGHT. I WANT THEM TO QUESTION WHAT PEOPLE SAY. I WANT 
THEM TO THINK FOR THEMSELVES. I WANT THEM TO HAVE CONFIDENCE IN THEMSELVES, THE VALUE THAT THEIR THOUGHTS 
AND THEIR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY HAVE, AND I WANT THEM TO STAND UP FOR THEMSELVES. AGAIN, THAT GOES BACK TO 
THAT’S HOW I CHOOSE TO LIVE MY LIFE. IT MIGHT NOT BE HOW (OTHERS) CHOOSE TO LIVE THEIRS, AND THAT’S FINE. BUT 
THAT’S HOW I CHOOSE TO LIVE MINE.” 
 
Bauer wishes more were comfortable enough to share their genuine thoughts. After all, postgame clichés have never been his thing. But he 
also understands how his own words and opinions can land him in “hot water,” even when it’s unintentional. That said, he’s willing to embrace it 
— provided he’s able to shed light on important topics or offer some thought-provoking commentary. 
 
Maybe some of his desire to instill confidence in others is due to his own hardships. He doesn’t hide from the difficulties he experienced trying 
to fit in. But rather than fight what makes each individual different, the hard-throwing hurler believes those differences should be embraced. 
 
“People — especially growing up — there’s bullying and cliques and who’s popular,” Bauer said. “You like being in school, you’re a nerd. It’s a 
bad thing. But then, it’s a good thing sometimes. It’s such tumultuous time going through middle school and high school and stuff. So, if I can 
help kids have some confidence that, look, it’s OK to be this or be that or just be yourself — whoever yourself is — that’s kind of the role model 
I like to be.” 
 
Some might scoff at the thought. 
 
Maybe they’d point to his Twitter interactions with fans. Perhaps they’d shake their heads at his emotional displays on the mound. Or maybe 
they’d single out his comedic use of “69” and “420” references — never mind how he used those numbers to put focus on charity and giving 
back to the less fortunate, a 69-day initiative that culminated in a $69,420.69 donation to Max S. Hayes High School in Cleveland. 
 
Still, some will remain alienated by his methods. Others might not agree with his political opinions or might not approve of the manner in which 
he raises concerns. But those are all small details in a larger picture, and there’s one major element that can’t be argued. 
 
Bauer is having the best year of his career. 
 



His earned-run average sits at 2.69 (because of course it does). Since May 30 last season, he’s carried a 3.07 ERA and 28 percent strikeout 
rate through just more than 220 innings. He holds the majors’ fifth-highest WAR total this year, via FanGraphs. He’s striking out hitters at a 
career-high rate, while walking hitters and allowing homers at career-low percentages. 
 
And something funny happens when you start to have success — people start taking you a lot more seriously. 
 
Those quirky things Bauer did between starts? Friendlier terms begin to describe it. The way he trains his arm and body, everything from his 
long toss routines to his infamous shoulder tube (really, how does that thing not have its own Twitter account)? Suddenly, they earn fewer 
dismissive looks. 
 
When it comes to the perceptions of Bauer, sure, few people occupy the middle. But as he’s developed into a legitimate All-Star candidate and 
early Cy Young contender, more have seemingly trickled over to the love side. 
 
The strong emotional responses he elicits help shed light on why the spectrum is still so split on the talented starter. 
 
“At the end of the day, it’s my right to speak this way,” Bauer said. “I’ll deal with the consequences myself, and people will either like it or they 
won’t. But there’s a reason why I’m as polarizing as I am.” 
Meisel’s Musings: Trade-deadline planning, Brandon Guyer’s MLB-best ERA and the adventures of José Ramí rez 
Zack Meisel 7h ago  3   
The Indians broadcast video on the clubhouse TVs of that day’s opposing starting pitcher. As hitters filter in and out of the room, they’ll 
occasionally glance at the monitors and take note of the guy’s arsenal or approach. 
 
José Ramírez walked to his locker on Sunday morning, peered at me and pointed to a TV in the center of the room. 
 
“Look,” he said. 
 
I turned around. Right on cue, the digital Ramírez clubbed a home run to right field off Jake Odorizzi, a sequence from the opening game in the 
Puerto Rico Series in mid-April. As the ball sailed into the stands, Ramírez mimicked his swing with his hands and said, “Boom.” 
 
How else did Ramírez spend his Sunday morning? 
 
He stood eye to eye with a reporter more than twice his age and jokingly challenged him to a fight in the middle of the clubhouse. When the 
reporter suggested it would take Ramírez about 10 seconds to score a TKO, Ramírez corrected him. 
 
“Two seconds,” he said. 
 
He then reached into a cardboard box and pulled out a pack of sky blue Father’s Day armbands and offered them to a group of writers. (We all 
politely declined.) 
 
Ramírez roped Greg Allen into a game of ping pong. A couple of minutes into the bout, Allen smacked the ball to the corner of the table and it 
whizzed past Ramírez. The third baseman shrugged his shoulders, tossed his racket onto the table and switched gears, as he dragged Adam 
Plutko over to the Mario Kart station for a quick race. 
 
There’s never a dull moment when Ramírez is around. 
 
OK, on to more serious matters (and more not-so-serious matters). 
 
Ramírez is enjoying one of the most powerful first halves in team history. 
 
Most home runs through the team’s 70th game: 
t-1. 25, Al Rosen (1950) 
t-1. 25, Albert Belle (1996) 
3. 23, Rocky Colavito (1959) 
4. 21, José Ramírez (2018) 
 
State of the union 
The Indians hold a 2.5-game lead on the Tigers in the AL Central, but one front-office executive said it sometimes feels as though the club 
actually trails by that margin, given Cleveland’s erratic performance. The team has been treading water in the shallow end, which, 
understandably, might make fans uneasy about its chances of floating in the deep end in October. 
 
The roster seems … inefficient. There’s time to rectify that, of course, but we’re only six weeks from the non-waiver trade deadline. 
 
Ramírez and Francisco Lindor rank second and fourth, respectively, among AL position players in WAR. Trevor Bauer, Corey Kluber and Mike 
Clevinger all rank in the top 10 among AL pitchers in WAR. 
 
And yet, the club can’t seem to string together victories. 
 



It doesn’t require a microscope, some beakers and an analysis from Bill Nye to determine the reasons for that. The roster has proven mighty 
top-heavy to this point. 
 
The bullpen boasts a 5.38 ERA, the second-worst mark of any team, though Oliver Perez and Neil Ramírez have stabilized things a bit in 
recent weeks. 
 
The lineup features some black holes, as Jason Kipnis and the center-field crew continue to struggle at the plate. Tyler Naquin could remedy 
that, likely at the expense of some defense. 
 
The Indians hope to learn the precise prognosis for Carlos Carrasco — the baseball’s seams left marks on his right elbow — on Monday. The 
club placed him on the 10-day disabled list Sunday. The rotation has carried the Indians so far, at times offsetting the bullpen’s ineptitude. They 
need their horses to stay healthy as they attempt to establish an effective reliever hierarchy. They haven’t played like a team that wields much 
margin for error, so losing Carrasco for an extended period would be a damaging blow. 
 
The Indians have obvious needs. That should eliminate some of the small talk that can precede trade negotiations. They can skip the “So what 
are you looking for?” step and advance to the “OK, here’s who we covet” stage. 
 
Yes, the Indians are monitoring the relief market, always the most popular aisle at the trade store. Andrew Miller appears to be weeks away. 
Nick Goody experienced a setback along his recovery trail. Expect the Indians to target both short- and long-term pieces. 
 
A right-handed bat could help, but they have yet to exhaust their in-house options. Remember Yandy Diaz? He and his volleyball, Wilson, keep 
waiting for someone to notice them. He has cemented himself as an elite base-reacher (.434 on-base percentage) who won’t hit for much 
power. One would think the Indians need to grant him an opportunity at some point, especially if Kipnis can’t locate the on-switch on his 
Louisville Slugger. (One could also argue this sort of move is well past due.) Diaz turns 27 in early August. 
 
Francisco Mejía, who entered the games Sunday with a 1.190 OPS in 43 plate appearances in June, also deserves a shot at some point. One 
source said reports on his outfield defense at Class AAA have been really encouraging. The Indians’ needs, though, are fluid. They had a mess 
in the outfield a few weeks ago. Now, Lonnie Chisenhall (.340/.426/.453 slash line), Brandon Guyer (.856 OPS vs. lefties, MLB-best 0.00 ERA) 
and Naquin (.333/.360/.452 slash line) are healthy. Maybe Mejía will receive a chance behind the plate if Roberto Pérez continues to struggle 
with his stick. 
 
One move the Indians won’t make: an overpay for a rental, including Orioles star Manny Machado. The Indians aren’t in favor of shipping out a 
top prospect or two for someone bound to play elsewhere in 2019. 
 
Pitching with a twist 
At one point during Oliver Perez’s delivery, his back is completely turned to the catcher. 
 
“He keeps you on your toes,” Yan Gomes said, “like, literally, keeps me on my toes.” 
 
Perez twists his wrist while looking in for the sign, twists his body as he begins his delivery, peers toward center field and then uncoils toward 
home plate, often leaving the hitter guessing what is coming his way, when it’s coming and where it’s going. 
 
“I just always have to be looking at him,” Gomes said. “He catches me by surprise sometimes. It’s one of those things where, if you’re facing 
him, you don’t like him, but the fact that he’s on our team, you think it’s great.” 
 
Perez is the last lefty standing (for now), with Miller and Tyler Olson on the shelf. He has limited the opposition to one run over seven innings, 
with no walks and seven strikeouts, since joining the Indians’ battered relief corps at the start of the month. 
 
“There’s a lot to like there,” Terry Francona said. “I think we caught a break.” 
Bullpen auditions 
Guyer topped out at 79 mph during his eight-pitch scoreless inning Saturday. Here’s how those eight pitchers registered with the league’s 
Statcast data. 
 
77 mph slider 
78 mph changeup 
78 mph changeup 
77 mph changeup 
78 mph changeup 
79 mph changeup 
79 mph changeup 
78 mph changeup 
 
Well, those weren’t changeups. And, no, Guyer didn’t mix in a slider. Those were all fastballs. 
 
“In the back of my head, I wanted to throw some off-speed stuff,” Guyer said, “but is it really worth it?” 
 
Guyer said he “was a pretty good pitcher back in the day,” but he underwent elbow surgery when he was 12, which forced him from the mound. 
He made his long-awaited return on Saturday. 



“That is kind of nerve-wracking,” he said. “It’s weird being on elevation, looking down like that.” 
 
Why Guyer? Francona said he trusted the outfielder not to overexert himself. Ah, but what if the outfielder with an uncanny propensity for being 
plunked sought redemption? 
 
“Crossed my mind,” Guyer said. “I wanted to see what it was like to hit somebody and not get hit, but then I was like, ‘You know what, it might 
just feel better just to get them out.’ ” 
 
A day for the dads 
Evan Marshall rejoined the Indians on his first Father’s Day as a father. His wife, Allie, and his son, Ryan — who was born during a chaotic 
stretch for the family earlier this season — traveled from their home in Wichita to Columbus a few days ago. Marshall has shuttled between 
Class AAA and the majors this season. His wife and son joined him at Progressive Field for the first time Sunday. 
 
In case you missed any of our Father’s Day content from the week, here’s a handy list. 
 
How the dads in the Indians’ clubhouse deal with spending so much time away from their kids 
 
A letter to the twin boys that the Indians’ 26th Man never got to meet 
 
How the game of catch with dad still paves the way for one son 
 
The story of the last time Terry Francona saw his dad, a special Christmas surprise 
 
Shane Bieber celebrates Father’s Day with a surpris e call-up and his first major-league win 
Jimmy Watkins Jun 18, 2018  2   
Shane Bieber had no clue he was about to witness the events that would lead to his first major-league win. He sat in the Columbus Clippers’ 
clubhouse late Saturday afternoon watching the Indians with his Triple-A teammates as part of a pregame ritual when the teams’ schedules 
allow it. 
 
Carlos Carrasco then took a line drive to his pitching elbow, forcing him from the game in the second inning, leaving a tall task for the Indians’ 
bullpen. Plans changed. Adam Plutko, who was scheduled to start the series finale Sunday against the Twins, entered the game Saturday in 
the seventh inning. 
 
“Who’s supposed to start for (Cleveland) tomorrow,” asked one of Bieber’s AAA teammates. Everyone turned their head toward Bieber. The 
answer became clear. 
 
Soon afterward, Bieber drove back to his Columbus apartment, packed quickly and headed north for Cleveland. He had less than 24 hours to 
prepare for his second career major-league start. 
 
“It was hectic,” Bieber said. “But it might have helped my nerves a little bit.” 
 
Bieber faced plenty of nerve-wracking moments in his first career victory. But he threw his best pitches in high leverage moments, holding the 
Twins to one run despite allowing 10 hits in the 4-1 win. 
 
He kept his composure after allowing two doubles and his lone run in the first inning, striking out Brian Dozier and stranding Eduardo Escobar 
in the process. With one out and two on in the fifth, he struck out Logan Morrison and forced a groundout from Dozier. 
 
For his final escape, Bieber struck out two batters in a row with runners on second and third in the sixth, earning a standing ovation from the 
crowd when Terry Francona replaced him to finish the inning. 
 
At each sign of trouble, Bieber displayed an emotional intelligence beyond his years. His catcher took notice. 
 
“The kid’s got some poise, man,” Yan Gomes said. “He knows what he’s doing out there. That’s really good to see from such a young guy.” 
 
As Gomes caught for seven pitchers Saturday evening, Bieber tried to keep his mind occupied on his drive to Cleveland. Bieber called his 
parents and agent, and arranged for his dad to fly from California to Cleveland to watch him pitch on Father’s Day. 
 
“(I was) Passing the time,” Bieber said. Didn’t let myself think about it too much.” 
 
His approach worked. Francona applauded Bieber’s composure afterward, and this time, Bieber doesn’t have to drive back to Columbus after 
the game. 
 
But Bieber isn’t getting ahead of himself. He said he’ll play his time in the majors by ear and enjoy the outcome Sunday. 
 
“Unbelievable,” Bieber said of his first victory. “I’m really glad and fortunate it came on a day like today. I’m really excited to share that with (my 
dad).” 
 
— Reported from Cleveland 



Rosenthal: Cards nearing a crossroads; Mets listeni ng to trade offers; latest on Machado and Red Sox; more notes 
By Ken Rosenthal 3h ago  14   
Maybe everything will change when shortstop Paul DeJong returns from a fractured left hand, perhaps by the end of the month. At that point 
the St. Louis Cardinals’ lineup finally will be intact, presuming the other regulars stay healthy. Maybe by then right fielder Dexter Fowler and 
second baseman Kolten Wong will snap out of their hitting woes, and the offense finally will take off. 
 
Same thing with the bullpen. Maybe reliever Greg Holland will regain his effectiveness when he returns this week from a right hip impingement, 
though nothing from his results on a rehab assignment suggests he is on the verge of such a breakthrough. Maybe Luke Gregerson will provide 
an additional boost when he returns from arthroscopic knee surgery by the end of July, and the Cardinals will not need to reinforce a ‘pen they 
thought they had fixed entering the season. 
 
Most or all of the above needs to happen for the Cardinals to become the team club officials envisioned, and it’s not out of the question with a 
starting rotation that ranks fourth in the majors with a 3.25 ERA. The Los Angeles Dodgers were 16-26 before their current 21-7 surge. The 
season is long, things can change quickly, and the Cardinals, at 37-32, are only four games out in the NL Central. 
 
And yet, it sure looks like this franchise is nearing a crossroads, with its roster, with manager Mike Matheny, with its entire approach to team-
building under general manager John Mozeliak and owner Bill DeWitt Jr. The urgency is significant as the Cardinals try to avoid missing the 
postseason three straight years for the first time since 1997 to ‘99, but watching this team play, that urgency is not always apparent. 
 
The Cardinals are 15-18 since their 22-14 start. In the past month, they have lost series at home to three last-place clubs — the Kansas City 
Royals, Miami Marlins and San Diego Padres. The two teams the Cardinals are chasing in the Central, the Milwaukee Brewers and Chicago 
Cubs, are performing at a higher level, though they certainly are not without flaws. 
 
The Cardinals can point to injuries to DeJong and catcher Yadier Molina (not to mention the crushing season-ending loss of right-hander Alex 
Reyes to lat surgery). They can point to lengthy offensive slumps, first by third baseman Matt Carpenter and left fielder Marcell Ozuna, and now 
by Fowler and Wong. But the fact they are last in the majors in doubles (86) and triples (three) points to deeper offensive issues, explaining 
how the Cardinals can be third in the NL in home-run rate but ninth in runs per game. Among the 17 players who have hit more triples than the 
Cardinals — former St. Louis reserve Daniel Descalso, now with the Arizona Diamondbacks. 
 
With the possible exception of Ozuna, who has hit seven of his 10 homers in the past 14 games, the Cardinals are a collection of good but not 
great hitters. Still, it’s not unreasonable to expect the group overall should be better. The Athletic’s Bernie Miklasz wrote a compelling argument 
last week for the team to consider a change in hitting coaches, saying the offense under John Mabry is too passive. 
 
Well, the Cardinals shook up their coaching staff last June and again during the off-season, adding pitching coach Mike Maddux and assistant 
coach Willie McGee and bringing back third base coach Jose Oquendo. At some point, the scrutiny will turn to Matheny, whose bullpen 
management, in particular, remains an issue. 
 
Matheny has burned out a number of relievers, raising concern that 100-mph right-hander Jordan Hicks — who leads the team with 33 
appearances — might be next. As I reported in April, while most players like and respect Matheny, some grew frustrated with him last season 
as the team’s postseason chances dwindled; in the view of those players, Matheny’s communication was lacking and at times he grew 
defensive, sources said. 
 
The question of whether the Cardinals should act on Matheny, who is under contract through 2020, need not be answered immediately; the 
manager, like his team, should be evaluated over the full season, not 2 1/2 months. But another playoff miss might force the Cardinals out of 
their comfort zone, with Matheny, with their reluctance to trade top prospects, with everything. 
 
Cardinals fans occasionally grumble about the team’s payroll, which ranked 10th in the majors on Opening Day, according to Cot’s Baseball 
Contracts. But DeWitt demonstrated a willingness to stretch his financial limits in failed pursuits of left-hander David Price and outfielder Jason 
Heyward in free agency and outfielder Giancarlo Stanton in trade (all three moves, it turns out, might have been mistakes). Would DeWitt and 
Mozeliak abandon a manager they admire and/or seek an impact player by trading the kinds of top prospects the Cardinals routinely develop 
and use as the lifeblood of their organization? 
 
Maybe the team will revive, changing the conversation. Or maybe the Cardinals will need to change the way they do business, and soon. 
 
The perception and reality of tanking 
 
Baseball’s 6.6 percent decline in attendance — a loss of nearly 2 million fans from this point a year ago — is due to a variety of factors. 
 
The poor weather in the East and Midwest during the early part of the season certainly is one. The decision by the new Miami Marlins’ new 
ownership to report their attendance figures accurately is another, helping explain a drop of more than 10,000 per game. 
 
The bigger question concerns the impact of the growing competitive disparity between the game’s best and worst clubs, an issue exacerbated 
by both the perception and reality of tanking in the sport. 
 
Some in baseball believe the amount of discussion stemming from what union chief Tony Clark called “the race to the bottom” negatively 
affected season-ticket sales for a number of rebuilding clubs. If that is the case, the early performance of some of those clubs only exacerbated 
the problem. 
 



Still, only four rebuilding clubs are truly awful — the Kansas City Royals, Chicago White Sox, Cincinnati Reds and Marlins. A number of others 
actually are outperforming expectations. 
 
Let’s exclude the Philadelphia Phillies and San Diego Padres, who spent the second- and third-highest amounts in free agency, respectively, in 
an effort to accelerate their returns to contention. Other teams better demonstrate the point. 
 
The Atlanta Braves, who did not spend a single dollar in free agency, are tied for the best record in the National League. The Detroit Tigers, 
after trading right-hander Justin Verlander, outfielder J.D. Martinez, reliever Justin Wilson and catcher Alex Avila last season, are only two wins 
behind last year’s pace. Even the Tampa Bay Rays, Pittsburgh Pirates and Oakland Athletics — who along with the Miami Marlins were 
accused in a grievance by the union of not spending their revenue-sharing money in the fashion intended by the collective bargaining 
agreement — are only a combined six games below .500. 
 
Should those teams spend more? Yes. Is the perception and reality of teams not trying hard enough to win damaging the sport? Absolutely. But 
the game’s competitive problems are not solely attributable to so-called “tanking” by certain clubs. Four teams that are not rebuilding — the 
Toronto Blue Jays, Baltimore Orioles, Texas Rangers and New York Mets — are simply busts, either due to poor management, poor luck or 
both. The Minnesota Twins are close to falling into that category, too. 
 
Things are not always as simple as they seem, with attendance, competitive balance and virtually every major issue facing the sport. 
 
Mets open for business 
 
The Mets are ready to entertain trade offers for virtually everyone on their roster, according to sources, but prefer to keep their best, controllable 
players — shortstop Ahmed Rosario, outfielders Brandon Nimmo and Michael Conforto, right-handers Seth Lugo and Robert Gsellman and 
yes, staff ace Jacob deGrom. 
 
A team interested in deGrom would need to part with a “boatload” of talent, one source said. The Mets would be more open on right-hander 
Noah Syndergaard, who has not pitched since May 25 due to a strained ligament in his right finger. Syndergaard is under control through 2021, 
one year longer than deGrom. But as with deGrom, the Mets would not move Syndergaard unless they received an offer they deemed 
appropriate (which of course, describes every team’s approach to every trade). 
 
The Mets’ goal is to get younger, more athletic. Reliever Jeurys Familia, a potential free agent, is a strong candidate to be dealt if he proves he 
is sufficiently recovered from a sore right shoulder, which sidelined him from June 8 until Sunday, when he allowed one run in one inning in his 
return against the Arizona Diamondbacks. 
 
Quality relievers always are in demand at the deadline, and the Mets will be motivated to move Familia — they almost certainly would not make 
him a qualifying offer. 
 
Red Sox on Machado: No-go right now 
 
The Boston Red Sox are among the clubs to contact the Orioles about Manny Machado, but president of baseball operations Dave 
Dombrowski concluded the teams likely do not match up on a trade at this time, according to a source with knowledge of the discussions. 
 
It is not clear which players the Orioles wanted from the Red Sox, whose farm system ranked 24th out of 30 in Baseball America’s preseason 
organization ratings, then took a hit when their top prospect, third baseman Michael Chavis, received an 80-game suspension after testing 
positive for a performance-enhancing drug. 
 
The idea I floated last week — third baseman Rafael Devers for Machado and possibly others — was speculative, and a non-starter if the Red 
Sox are committed to Devers. Fans of both clubs informed me on Twitter that I had lost my mind, which led me to conclude either A) my 
concept had merit or B) my friends and relatives all these years have been right. 
 
Who needs Cano? 
 
Never mind the Seattle Mariners’ 23-10 record in one-run games; their more impressive feat might be their 24-9 record without second 
baseman Robinson Cano, who is serving an 80-game suspension after testing positive for a performance-enhancing drug. 
 
The Mariners, after their acquisitions of reliever Alex Colome, outfielder Denard Span and cash from the Rays, still have about $4.5 million 
remaining from their savings on Cano. According to sources, they likely will prioritize another starting pitcher, even though their rotation is full 
and ranks sixth in the AL with a 3.99 ERA. 
 
At this moment, the Mariners’ chances of ending the longest postseason drought in North American professional sports — 16 years — are 77.8 
percent, according to Fangraphs’ projected playoff odds. The team’s lead for the second wild card over the Los Angeles Angels — a team with 
a franchise-record 15 players on the disabled list — is eight games. 
 
A. Sanchez is a find for Atlanta 
 
Remember in spring training when the Twins released right-hander Anibal Sanchez because they needed to clear a roster spot for free agent 
Lance Lynn? The Braves signed Sanchez to a minor-league contract three days after he cleared waivers, and that minor move has proven to 
be a masterstroke. 



 
Sanchez, pitching in front of a better defense than he had in Detroit last season, has a 1.93 ERA in 37 1/3 innings, and is serving as a positive 
influence on the team’s younger pitchers. His .211 opponents’ batting average on balls in play seems to indicate good luck, but his expected 
weighted on-base average — a StatCast measure based on quality of contact, strikeouts and walks — is significantly below the major league 
average. 
 
Braves GM Alex Anthopoulos was well-acquainted with Sanchez — he made a strong run at signing the pitcher for the Blue Jays before 
Sanchez agreed to his five-year, $80 million free-agent deal with the Tigers in December 2012. 
 
Around the horn 
 
*Along with his many other attributes, Marlins catcher J.T. Realmuto has become a better pitch framer under the tutelage of Brian Schneider, 
who caught in the majors for 13 seasons and became the Marlins’ first catching coach in 2016. 
 
Some of the publicly available metrics rate Realmuto as below-average, but a more detailed private service used by many clubs ranked him 
17th out of 72 entering Sunday’s play, minimum 1,000 pitches caught. 
 
Realmuto works on framing with Schneider in the batting cage before every home game, catching pitches delivered by a pitching machine. The 
two also examine Realmuto’s framing numbers after each start to determine if Realmuto should do anything differently. 
 
*One rival executive says he does not believe the Royals will get the value of the draft pick they would have received —  somewhere in the 30s 
— if they had simply let third baseman Mike Moustakas walk as a free agent after making him a qualifying offer. 
 
Moustakas’ OPS in June is .573, down from .914 in March-April and .776 in May. Against lefties, it’s .608. And while Moustakas is moving 
better and playing defense, he still will be owed nearly $3 million at the deadline. Barring another surge, the Royals might be disappointed by 
the return. 
 
*The Toronto Blue Jays’ Josh Donaldson, who remains on the disabled list with left calf tightness, is another third baseman with questionable 
trade value. 
 
This is Donaldson’s second trip to the DL this season — his first was for right shoulder inflammation. His strikeout rate is at a career-high, his 
OPS at a career-low. Oh, and he’ll still be owed more than $7 million at the deadline. 
 
The Jays at this point probably would get more for left-hander J.A. Happ than they would for Donaldson, who will be a free agent at 33 and 
potentially face limited demand in that market as well. 
 
*With shortstop Elvis Andrus set to rejoin the Texas Rangers on Monday after missing more than two months with a fractured right elbow, 
Jurickson Profar’s short- and long-term future with the club is again uncertain. 
 
Profar, 25, had mixed results as the team’s starting shortstop during Andrus’ absence, hitting left-handers better and showing more power than 
in the past but also performing inconsistently at short and making occasional gaffes with his baserunning. 
 
His trade value is down considerably from where it was in 2013 when he entered the season as the game’s consensus top prospect. But Profar, 
who is out of options, still has value to the Rangers — he could replace Adrian Beltre at third base next season, or return to short if Andrus opts 
out of his contract. 
 
*Cardinals center fielder Tommy Pham went 3-for-11 with two walks over the weekend against the Cubs, but still isn’t satisfied with his recent 
production. His home run on Friday night was his first in 18 games and his only extra-base hit in 61 plate appearances in June. 
 
Before the series began, Pham joked that maybe he should call Red Sox outfielder J.D. Martinez. The two hit together in the off-season, and 
Pham said Martinez had a drill to correct every mechanical flaw that might arise for a hitter. 
 
Pham got out of whack mechanically due to a right groin ailment that forced him to miss time in late April and early May, derailing his monster 
start. He is still trying to regain his balance and stability at the plate. 
 
Three-run HR sinks Clippers 
Jose Osuna’s three-run homer broke a 3-3 tie in the fourth inning and powered Indianapolis to a 6-3 victory over the Clippers on a hot Sunday 
afternoon before 8,904 in Huntington Park. 
 
Columbus took a 3-1 lead against Indians starter J.T. Brubaker in the second, getting an RBI single by Mike Papi, a run-scoring groundout by 
Eric Stamets and picking up a run on a fielding error by shortstop Kevin Newman. 
 
Indianapolis scored twice in the third to tie it. Clippers starter Matt Whitehouse, who exited after 2 1/3 innings, gave up back-to-back doubles to 
Jung Ho Kang and Osuna to make it 3-2. Reliever Cole Sulser allowed the tying run on a sacrifice fly by Max Moroff. 
 
In the fourth, Adam Frazier drew a one-out walk, Kang singled and Osuna went deep off Sulser (2-3) to give the Indians a 6-3 lead. 
 



Brandon Waddell (2-2), who relieved Brubaker to start the fourth, pitched two innings to get the win, and Beau Schultz allowed one hit over the 
final two innings to earn his second save. 
 
Clippers relievers Jeff Beliveau, Jack Leathersich and George Kontos combined for five scoreless innings. 
 
Brandon Barnes and Francisco Mejia had two hits each for Columbus. Osuna finished 3 for 5 with four RBI and Moroff added a solo homer in 
the second for the Indians. 
 
The Clippers are off on Monday before embarking on a six-day, seven-game road trip. They return home on June 25 to start a seven-game 
homestand. 
Captains swept by Hot Rods to conclude first half 
By David Glasier, The News-Herald 
The Captains ended the first half of the 2018 Midwest League season by running into the buzzsaw that is the Bowling Green (Ky.) Hot Rods. 
 
With a 6-2 victory over the Captains on Father’s Day at Classic Park, the Hot Rods completed a three-game sweep and a spectacular run to the 
MWL Eastern Division first-half title. 
The Hot Rods improved to 47-22. The win total is the highest in minor-league baseball. So is the .681 winning percentage. 
 
Lake County finished 29-41 in the first half, 18 1/2 games behind the Hot Rods and in seventh place. 
 
Captains manager Luke Carlin offered a glass-half-full overview of the first half. 
 
“There have been a lot of improvements. We’ve been playing better baseball toward the end of the first half,” Carlin said. 
 
Prior to getting swept by the Hot Rods, the Captains had won seven of their previous 10 games. Three of those wins came in a sweep of the 
Lansing (Mich.) Lugnuts at Classic Park prior to the Bowling Green series. 
 
Lansing also had a strong first half, finishing second in the MWL Eastern Division at 43-27. The Hot Rods and Lugnuts clinched playoff berths 
with the 1-2 finish. 
 
Notwithstanding the won-lost record and lower-echelon finish in the standings, a number of Lake County players showed promise during the 
first half performances. 
 
Third baseman Nolan Jones got off to a slow start but finished strong. 
 
The Indians’ second-round pick in the 2016 draft raised his average from .223 on May 18 to .276 with eight home runs and 28 RBI at the end of 
the first half. He was 7-for-11 in the series against Bowling Green with two home runs and three RBI. His two-run shot in the bottom of the 
seventh inning on June 17 accounted for all of his team’s run production. 
 
“He’s made some adjustments that have allowed him to turn around his season,” Carlin said of Jones. 
 
Outfielder Oscar Gonzalez as a consistent contributor throughout the first half. He’s batting .275 with 10 home runs and team-high totals of 32 
RBI and 112 total bases. Taylor Friis batted .283 with three home runs and 23 RBI while playing three infield positions. Jonathan Laureano, 
moved from first base to catcher, showed promise defensively and at he plate. He batted .268 with six home runs and 21 RBI. First baseman-
catcher Jose Vicente is batting .263 with eight home runs and 20 RBI 
 
Shortstop Ernie Clement (.264, one home run, 15 RBI) missed the Bowling Green series with a nagging illness. He was cleared to play on June 
17 but was held out to give him more time recover over the MWL All-Star break (June 18-20). 
 
When he was promoted to advanced Single-A Lynchburg (Va.) Hillcats in the middle of May, second baseman Jorma Rodriguez was batting 
.345 in 35 games with the Captains. 
 
Right fielder Will Benson had issues with making consistent contact throughout the first half. 
 
The Indians’ first-round pick in the 2016 draft is batting .197 and has 76 strikeouts in 208 at-bats. Still, his team-high 11 home runs were 
deemed intriguing enough by MWL managers to earn him a trip to Lansing to play in the MWL All-Star Game on June 19. 
 
“When he puts the bat on the ball, good things happen. Will needs to be more consistent. He’ll definitely work on that in the second half,” Carlin 
said. 
 
Lake County’s pitching was up and down in the first half. Going into the game on June 17, the Captains’ 4.40 ERA was the second-highest in 
the league. 
 
Right-hander starter Eli Morgan was 2-0 with a 1.83 ERA in eight starts when he was promoted to Lynchburg on May 16. 
 
Relievers Kyle Nelson (3-1, 0.36 ERA, 16 appearances, four saves) and Tommy DeJuneas (2-1, 3.76 ERA, 17 appearances) earned All-Star 
honors, too. DeJuneas has been battling a sore shoulder and will miss the game. 
 



Left-hander starter Francisco Perez (4-4, 4.15 ERA) took the loss on June 17 but has posted quality outings in 10 of his 12 starts. Right-handed 
starter Gregori Vasquez (2-3,. 3.98 ERA, 10 starts) often has pitched into tough luck. 
 
Tigers complete three-game sweep of White Sox 

Scot Gregor 

It's difficult to find positives after a three-game sweep, but there were two for the Chicago White Sox in Sunday's 3-1 loss to the Detroit Tigers at 
Guaranteed Rate Field. 

The first was Matt Davidson, who provided all of the offense with a home run in the second inning. It was the first time he cleared the fences 
since a May 13 game at Wrigley Field. 

"I didn't realize it was that long," Davidson said. "It felt that long though. Home runs come in bunches, and I definitely lost a little step with that 
DL thing. My timing was off pretty bad for a week or so, but I'm feeling pretty comfortable back in the box and excited to start contributing with 
the team." 

Davidson was on the disabled list from May 24-June 5 with back tightness. 

James Shields gave up 3 runs on 6 hits and 4 walks in 6 innings. The Sox right-hander has pitched 6 innings or more in 11 straight starts. 

"It's very important to try to eat as many innings as you possibly can," Shields said. "Early on in the season, we were ruining our bullpen by not 
going deep into games. My main focus is to go as deep as I possibly can. I had a lot more walks today than I really wanted to. 

"I felt I could've gone deeper in the game if I would've minimized some walks. But consistency's the name of the game." 

Take a break: 

The White Sox could have used Jose Abreu's bat in Sunday's loss to the Tigers, but the probable all-star got the day off. 

"Needs a break, needs a day," manager Rick Renteria said. "We've been riding him a lot, and you know that he plays every single day. He 
hates DHing. I tried to give him a little bit of a blow yesterday as a DH. He needs a spell, so today's a good enough day as any. He deserves it, 
he's earned it." Abreu ranks second in the major leagues with 26 doubles and leads the Sox in batting (.284) and RBI (41). He is second with 11 
home runs. 

Rough debut: 

In his first start of the season after being sidelined since spring training with right forearm soreness, top pitching prospect Alec Hansen pitched 
4⅔ innings for Class AA Birmingham Saturday night and allowed 6 runs on 9 hits and 1 walk. 

Hansen also had 4 strikeouts. Pitching for low Class A Kannapolis, high A Winston-Salem and Birmingham last year, Hansen piled up 191 
strikeouts, the highest total in minor-league baseball since 2011. 
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Jose Abreu rests, White Sox get swept by Tigers 
Brian Sandalow  
Jose Abreu needed a day off, and the White Sox will be glad to take a break from the Tigers. 
Abreu didn’t play Sunday as Detroit beat the Sox 3-1 to complete a three-game sweep. Without Abreu, the Sox fell to 1-8 against the Tigers, 
with their only win coming May 26. 
“Overall, it wasn’t a very good series for us,” starter James Shields said. “We’ve been playing some really good baseball as of late, and we’re 
going to try to go into Cleveland feeling positive.” 
Abreu, who leads the voting among American League first basemen for next month’s All-Star Game, has played in 68 of the Sox’ 70 games. 
But with a game-time temperature of 92 degrees, manager Rick Renteria thought it would be a good day to rest Abreu. 
Renteria gave him a semi-break Saturday by using him as the designated hitter, but he went a step further Sunday by holding him out of the 
lineup. 
 “He needs a break,’’ Renteria said. ‘‘He needs a day. We’ve been riding him a lot. You guys know that he plays every single day. He even 
hates DHing. I tried to give him a little blow [Saturday] as a DH. He needs a spell. Today’s as good enough a day as any.” 
Abreu has earned that breather and probably needed it, too. Overall, he has an OPS of .843 but is hitting .184 in his last 10 games. Renteria 
said the two “talked a little” about letting him rest. 
“He deserves a little spell,” Renteria said. “You’ve got to give him a mulligan for not being in there today.” 
Shields pitched six-plus innings and allowed three runs, including Nick Castellanos’ two-run homer in the first. But other than that blemish and 
Jose Iglesias’ RBI single in the fourth, Shields was strong again. He pitched at least six innings for the 11th consecutive time and helped save 
the bullpen. 
“I think the story was James,” Renteria said. “I think he kept us in the game, straight up.” 
Matt Davidson, who hit fourth and played first base in place of Abreu, homered for the first time since May 13. 
“I didn’t realize it was that long,” said Davidson, who missed time in late May and early June because of back spasms. “It felt that long, though.” 
Getting a handle 
Nicky Delmonico, who fractured the third metacarpal bone in his right hand, is no longer wearing a splint. Renteria said Delmonico is doing 
work with his hands to strengthen his wrist. 
 “Anybody that’s had an injury knows that once you brace something for an extended period of time, the muscles start to atrophy a little bit,’’ 
Renteria said. ‘‘There’s some stiffness that’s created because you’re held in a solid position. 
‘‘He’s just getting everything loose and trying to gain strength and put himself back into position to be able to go ahead and transition into more 
baseball activities.” 
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