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Mejia inconsistent in 2nd audition of spring 
Glenn Sattell | MLB.com | March 1, 2018 
 
It was feast or famine for Adalberto Mejia in Thursday's 3-3 tie with the Cardinals at Roger Dean Chevrolet Stadium. 
 
Mejia recorded easy 1-2-3 innings in both the first and third of his three-inning stint. Second-inning struggles, however, muddied up his pitching 
line. Mejia allowed hits to the first three hitters he faced, including a home run to Cardinals outfielder Marcell Ozuna. He coerced a double-play 
groundout from Breyvic Valera before allowing an RBI single to Oscar Mercado. 
 
Mejia said he didn't do anything differently in the middle inning than the ones on either side of it. And for the most part, the left-hander was able 
to stay in control. He kept the ball on the ground, getting four ground-ball outs. 
 
"It was all the same game plan," Mejia said. " ... I felt good about my outing today. I'm working on keeping the ball down, to get more ground 
balls, so it felt good." 
 
In three innings, Mejia allowed two runs on four hits. Ozuna's shot was the first hit allowed, and Mejia could only tip his hat to the power hitter. 
 
"I felt like I made a great pitch, but he just connected," Mejia said. "He's a great hitter." 
 
Mejia was efficient in his second start of the spring, throwing 29 pitches, 21 for strikes. 
 
"Overall, I felt good, I felt like I was commanding all my pitches," said Mejia, who added 12 pitches in the bullpen before calling it a day. 
 
Mejia is battling for a spot in the Twins' starting rotation. The 24-year-old started 21 games last season for Minnesota, his first full year in the 
Major Leagues. He went 4-7 with a 4.50 ERA, striking out 85 batters over 98 innings. 
 
 
 
Kohn hoping to avoid worst with biceps injury 
Glenn Sattell | MLB.com | March 1, 2018 
 
Paul Molitor is hoping that his worst fears prove to be unfounded regarding the injury to right-handed pitcher Michael Kohn, who left 
Wednesday's game against Houston with a right biceps injury. 
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Molitor said that, based on Kohn's reaction, it was going to be a significant injury. 
 
"There was his reaction, and you worry about pulling that muscle off the bone or a rip right in the middle," Molitor said prior to Thursday's game 
with the Cardinals. "But they didn't find anything in that regard, yet. So we're trying to be somewhat optimistic that it's some kind of a bicep strain 
or something. He's going to be get further evaluated today, obviously." 
 
Hampered by elbow and shoulder injuries -- including Tommy John surgery in 2016 -- Kohn hasn't had a full opportunity to show what he can do. 
The non-roster invitee hasn't pitched in a Major League game since making six relief appearances for Atlanta in 2015. He spent four seasons prior 
to that with the Angels, totaling 126 games, all out of the bullpen, including a career-high 63 games in 2013. 
 
Kohn pitched with three different teams in the Minor Leagues last season. 
 
"You feel for everybody when they get hurt, but all the obstacles that he's had to face, [trying] to keep himself in position to earn a consistent job 
up here," Molitor said. "He comes to a new team and you have a couple of outings and the first time you're going to get extended, hopefully to 40 
pitches, and have one pitch where you have to grab your arm and be in that much pain -- it's [tough]." 
 
Additional injury updates 
 
• Molitor said he was surprised to find out that catcher Mitch Garver tweaked his knee during a rundown in the first inning of Wednesday's game. 
Garver stayed in the game and played five innings. 
 
"I think he's getting checked out today and we'll have a better report," Molitor said. 
 
• Outfielder Ryan LaMarre finished Wednesday's game with a tight groin, but he asked to play on Thursday, according to Molitor. 
 
"I told him to go back home, so we'll see where he's at," said Molitor, who added that he didn't anticipate the injury to be severe. 
 
• Left-handed-hitting first baseman/catcher Brock Stassi is close to game ready, Molitor said. Signed to a Minor League deal in December, Stassi 
experienced back spasms that have limited his Grapefruit League appearances. 
 
"We're encouraged -- they think he'll be ready to play maybe by Sunday," Molitor said. 
 
Stassi played in 51 games as a rookie last season with the Phillies, hitting .167/.278/.295. 
 
Morrison to make Twins debut Friday 
 
Logan Morrison is expected to make his first appearance in a Twins uniform on Friday. Morrison signed a one-year contract with the Twins on 
Wednesday. 
 
"The indications that we've gotten are that he's been working and wants to get into the game," Molitor said. "I've heard a lot of positive things. I 
don't think he's introverted, which is kind of fun. You're going to have a guy that I think will make it fun and be visible and audible. I hope his bat 
is very audible." 
 
Morrison has belted 122 home runs in eight Major League seasons, including a career-high 38 last season with the Rays. His 85 RBIs were also a 
career high. 
 
"His swing and the adjustments that he's made [have made him] a better player." Molitor said. " ... He had a couple of years where he did OK. 
Obviously, he had a lot of expectations when he came out, but it seems like he figured something out last year. He's going to be a presence for us." 
 
Molitor said he would be coming up with a better nickname for "LoMo." 
 
"I'll have to think of something besides that," he said. 
 
Position battle 
 
Right-handed pitcher Tyler Kinley is looking for a spot in the Twins' bullpen. The Rule 5 Draft pick threw 1 1/3 innings on Thursday, 
relinquishing a 3-2 lead in the eighth inning when Cardinals pinch-hitter Jose Martinez doubled. The run was unearned, and the game finished tied 
at 3. Kinley got his fastball up to 97 mph, but he yielded three hits and walked two without striking out a batter. 
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In five Minor League seasons, Kinley has pitched in 162 games, all but three out of the bullpen, striking out 212 batters over 204 1/3 innings. 
 
Up next 
 
The Twins host Toronto for a 12:05 p.m. CT game on Friday at CenturyLink Sports Complex. Right-hander Jake Odorizzi will get the start for 
Minnesota. In addition, right-handers Jake Reed, Trevor Hildenberger and Felix Jorge are scheduled to make mound appearances, along with left-
hander Gabriel Moya. The game will be broadcast live on Gameday Audio. 
 
 
Once leery, Twins manager Paul Molitor now sold on closer Fernando Rodney 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | March 2, 2018 
 
During the Twins’ organizational meetings last winter, Paul Molitor made a request of the team’s front office: Don’t leave me without a closer. 
 
“I said, ‘Closer is important for me,’ ” the Twins manager recalled. “It’s easier to build outs to the closer than to try to have competition for a 
closer in the spring.” 
 
But when Chief Baseball Officer Derek Falvey and General Manager Thad Levine presented Molitor with their solution for that notable vacancy, 
the manager suddenly had second thoughts. Fernando Rodney? Molitor was skeptical. 
 
“All I knew about him was what I saw from afar. The hat, the antics. In my day, that wasn’t something you’d be comfortable with,” Molitor said. 
“To me, it seemed gimmicky.” 
 
Then he spent some time with the 40-year-old Dominican at the winter meetings. He learned why Rodney wears his cap skewed to the left, and 
why he mimes an archer launching an arrow into the sky upon retiring the final batter of a game. And he got to know the man behind the image, 
the hard worker who keeps himself healthy enough to still be playing 15 years after reaching the majors, the father of six who spends part of each 
winter working with teenage ballplayers back in his homeland. 
 
Now Molitor can’t wait to hand him the ball in the ninth inning. 
 
“I was impressed when we had a chance to sit down and talk. You look for character almost as much as leadership, and I believe we’re going to 
be well-covered there,” Molitor said. “People draw conclusions without really knowing someone. I was guilty of that a little bit, but he’s much 
more than what you might think if you didn’t know him.” 
 
If you only saw the crooked cap, for instance, you might think it’s merely an attempt to get attention. Actually, Rodney adopted the look in 2004, 
he said, as a tribute to his father, Ulise. 
 
“He wore it that way on fishing boats, because the sun was right there, in his eyes,” Rodney explained, his hand in the air to illustrate the angle of 
the sun. “When he died, I wanted to wear it that way for him.” 
 
And the archer? That also began as a tribute to his father — Rodney used to point toward heaven, he said, upon recording the final out — but it 
evolved into a bow-and-arrow motion, to the delight of teammates, to mimic shooting a bird. 
 
“He’s dead. That’s it. The game is over when I shoot,” said Rodney, wearing bow-and-arrow bling on a chain around his neck. “I didn’t know the 
fans were going to like it. I didn’t do it to offend anyone, but nobody complains about it. My teammates think it’s fun.” 
 
Numbers issue 
 
Trevor Hildenberger said he appreciates Rodney’s flair — “We could use a little more of that in the bullpen,” he joked — and his passion for 
mixing fun while still accomplishing the work. “He’s full of energy. When we’re doing [fielding drills], he’s throwing bullets all over the field, 
hustling to cover first. And he’s also an incredibly nice guy.” 
 
“I see him dancing in the clubhouse, having a lot of fun in [fielding practice],” Molitor agreed. “But he also works on his fundamentals. He’s not 
cutting any corners, he’s trying to do what we ask him to do. Those are things that people observe, people that are trying to climb the food chain.” 
 
Of course, even the most glowing testimonial won’t matter if he can’t get people out, and Rodney has plenty of skeptics there, too. Despite saving 
39 games in 45 tries, the Diamondbacks let him go last winter, just as the Marlins, Padres, Cubs and Mariners had — all in the past three years. 
His ERA of 4.23 last year is inordinately high for a closer, and it was even higher in 2015 (4.74). And while only Craig Kimbrel (244) and Kenley 
Jansen (221) have saved more games over the past six seasons than Rodney’s 213 (in roughly the same number of innings), he has put 170 more 
runners on base than either of them. 
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“They don’t all have to be beauties,” Molitor said. “Staying calm, working out of trouble, he’s proven he has that ability.” 
 
An ‘out’ pitch 
 
But Rodney believes his mid-90s fastball, and especially his mid-80s changeup, are still plenty potent — and he’s convincing the Twins, too. 
 
“That changeup, you could tell the hitters it’s coming. It’s that good,” Hildenberger testified. “He’s still got bullets in that arm.” 
 
Rodney thinks so, too. He focused this winter on his control, and “it’s really good on the changeup, lefty and righty. If I’ve got good location, I’m 
at my best,” he said. “Sometimes I know they’re sitting on changeup but I throw it anyway, to show I’m not afraid to throw it. Even if you’re 
expecting, it can be tough to hit.” 
 
Even at his advanced age. Rodney said he contemplated retirement a couple of times in recent years, but “I feel really good. I’m healthy,” he said. 
“I think I can keep doing my job for one more year, maybe one more after that.” 
 
But it’s rarefied air. Only five pitchers have posted a 20-save season after their 41st birthday, a mark that Rodney hits March 18, and four of them 
— Hoyt Wilhelm, Dennis Eckersley, Trevor Hoffman and Mariano Rivera — are in the Hall of Fame, now or soon. 
 
The fifth member of that group, a Twins special adviser, sees Rodney as a lock to join them in the 41-20 club. 
 
“If I had [Rodney’s] changeup,” said LaTroy Hawkins, who saved 23 games for the 2014 Rockies when he was 41, “I’d still be pitching, too.” 
 
 
 
Morrison impatient? He wasn't while waiting for first RBI with Rays 
Patrick Reusse | Star Tribune | March 1, 2018 
 
Logan Morrison was introduced as a member of the Minnesota Twins on Wednesday, as the visiting Tampa Bay Rays were getting ready to take 
batting practice at Hammond Stadium. 
 
Morrison had played the previous two seasons with the Rays, and then left as a free agent – part of a major exodus of veteran players from the 
payroll-cutting franchise. 
 
As with other significant free agents, it was a lengthy process for Morrison to find a new club – a Twins’ deal that is likely to turn out to be for 
two years and $16.5 million. 
 
Asked about the wait for a new team, Morrison said to a group of media that included Rays reporters: 
 
“I think as the guys from Tampa know, I’m not very patient. It was definitely a test.’’ 
 
Morrison might have been overstating that angle. Example A on this contrary view of Morrison’s alleged impatience would be his first six weeks 
as Tampa Bay’s first baseman in 2016. 
 
He had to wait until May 17 – 28 games, 22 starts – before getting his first RBI. He was batting .119 with two doubles as his extra-base hits. On 
the 17th in Toronto, he finally delivered a run with a ground out, then knocked in another with a single. 
 
The next day, Morrison hit his home run and was off on a hot streak. It was the first of 52 he would hit in two seasons with the Rays. And those 
first RBIs were also the start of the 20-game streak carrying into June when Morrison batted .423 with seven home runs and 18 RBI. 
 
And Rays manager Kevin Cash told Marc Topkin, the baseball writer for the Tampa Bay Times, that the most-impressive part of this was the 
manner in which Morrison had maintained confidence in himself during that horrendous start to his Rays tenure. 
 
“It was amazing how he carried himself,’’ Cash said. “Probably the most impressive personality for a month that I saw out of anybody I’ve been 
around in baseball for scuffling. 
 
“He stayed positive. He continued to be a really good teammate … And he continued to get his work in constantly. I’m really happy for him how 
it turned around.’’ 
 
Morrison said to Topkin of his early Rays slump: “It was definitely a challenging time. But I never had a doubt I was ever going to hit again, or 
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anything like that.’’ 
 
On Wednesday, Morrison walked into the small cafeteria in the bottom level of Hammond Stadium, looked at the 25 media people gathered 
informally and said, "This is how J.D. Martinez did it, right?", referring to J.D.'s signing with Boston. 
 
There were Topkin and three other people who follow the Rays in attendance. Later, we were waiting for an elevator and they mentioned the 
consistency of Morrison’s big personality, and cited as an example that he never hid from that slump – answering questions and offering no 
excuses. 
 
Morrison had been acquired from Seattle before the 2016 season. The Twins are the fourth team for the 30-year-old, following Miami, Seattle and 
Tampa Bay. He’s had a few controversies, including last year’s complaint that the Yankees’ Gary Sanchez wound up in the Home Run Derby 
rather than him. 
 
He was on Twitter before most athletes were aware of its existence, but signed off cold turkey a while back after stirring up people with some 
impolitic comments. 
 
He was asked Wednesday about some of the toughest questions asked by the Twins as they talked about making a deal. Morrison said one of 
those was, “Why did you change your ways from being a younger player?’’ 
 
Morrison mentioned being a father now, a family man, but he also said this: 
 
“I stopped thinking so much about myself. Listen, anybody that tells you they’re a team guy first, there is no ‘I’ in team but there is a ‘me.’ You 
have to take care of yourself first before you can help other players. Being able to learn that has helped me.’’ 
 
Interpretation: Morrison had to become a more stable presence if he was going to be a positive influence on less-experienced teammates as a 
competitor and in the clubhouse. 
 
The 20-minute vibe from Morrison was that he could become a decade-younger version of Torii Hunter and the influence provided in Torii’s last, 
outstanding season with the Twins in 2015: 
 
The veteran who brought the fun to go with production. And like Hunter, Morrison works at it. 
 
Four hours after his introduction, the Rays had finished a 3-1 exhibition victory over the Twins and the players were starting to get into civilian 
clothes in the home clubhouse. 
 
I asked a clubhouse worker if Miguel Sano had vamoosed and he said: “No. He’s still in the back, working out.’’ 
 
Miguel? “Oh … I thought you meant Morrison,’’ he said. “Miguel left. Morrison’s still back there, lifting, working the machines. The guy’s an 
animal.’’ 
 
 
Robbie Grossman knows his defense must improve for Twins 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | March 1, 2018 
 
Robbie Grossman drew another walk Thursday, leading to two runs in the fifth inning of a 3-3 tie against the Cardinals. 
 
That's what Grossman does. He's tied for the team lead with four walks this spring training and was second on the team last season with 67 walks 
in only 119 games. 
 
He led the Twins in another category as well, appearing in 63 games as the designated hitter. But the signing of Logan Morrison on Wednesday 
will take away most of those opportunities. If he makes the team, Grossman will have a different role. 
 
"I sat down and talked to [manager Paul Molitor] the other day," Grossman said. "I know that if I'm going to make this team, I'm going to make it 
as an outfielder. I've got to earn an outfield job." 
 
In 2016, Grossman posted a minus-21 defensive runs saved over 75 games played in the field. Last year it was minus-3 over 53 games. He's been 
taking extra defensive drills in camp. 
 
After drawing his walk, Grossman was replaced by pinch runner Chris Paul, who scored on Ehire Adrianza's two-run homer that gave the Twins a 
3-2 lead. But the Cardinals tied the score in the eighth on an RBI double by Jose Martinez. 



6 
 

 
 Ehire Adrianza practiced his home-run trot around the bases after hitting a two-run shot in the fifth inning Thursday. 
  
Adrianza, trying to land a roster spot as a utility player, finished 2-for-3 and is batting. 333 in spring training games. 
 
Lefthander Adalberto Mejia started for the Twins, retiring the side in order in the first and third innings but giving up two runs in the second on a 
long home run by Marcell Ozuna and an RBI single by Oscar Mercado. 
 
 
Mitch Garver, hoping to land backup role with Twins, tweaks right knee 
La Velle E. Neal | Star Tribune | March 1, 2018 
 
Twins catcher Mitch Garver is day-to-day with a sprained right knee suffered during Wednesday's game against Houston in West Palm Beach. 
 
Garver was participating in a rundown during the first inning. Houston's George Springer was thrown out at home and Jose Altuve was out at third 
during the 3-2-5 double play. Garver injured his knee during the play but stayed in the game and carried out his scheduled five-inning stint. 
 
Follow today's Twins-Cardinals exhibition game here 
 
"I was a little bit surprised after the game when I heard that he had tweaked his knee a little bit on a rundown," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. 
"He came back after the game and is getting checked today." 
 
The Twins aren't expected to take any chances and will likely have Garver undergo an MRI exam. 
Garver, 27, is expected to start the season as Jason Castro's backup. He's 1-for-8 with a home run in spring training games. 
 
Fans of Zack Granite and Robbie Grossman will be pleased today. 
 
They were part of a Twins split squad that beat Houston 4-2 on Wednesday in West Palm Beach. Many players from that team stayed in the area 
overnight and are in today's lineup against the Cardinals in Jupiter, which is a just a few miles down the highway from West Palm Beach. 
 
Seven players from Tuesday's starting lineup, including Granite and Grossman, are in today's lineup. You are correct in assuming that no 
projected regulars are on the trip. Grossman (pictured) is the closest, but his playing time is up in the air now with the addition of slugger Logan 
Morrison. 
 
Grossman is not taking advantage of his playing time, going 0-for-12 so far. He has drawn three walks, which is his forte. He could still work his 
way into a reserve outfielder role, but his at-bats look to be limited with the addition of a everyday DH-type. 
 
Granite could do the same. He can play all three outfield spots, which Grossman can't do. But Eddie Rosario or Max Kepler could slide over to 
play center when Byron Buxton needs a break - or when his inevitable collision with a wall requires a couple days off. 
 
Kennys Vargas is batting fifth today, and his future is really up in the air. There doesn't appear to be room for two first basemen-DHs on one 
roster. I can see the Twins trying to move Vargas, who is out of options, to make room for a more flexible player on the 40-man roster. Could 
Vargas slip through waivers and be taken off the 40-man roster? It's possible. 
 
Adalberto Mejia is on the mound today, and it's worth tracking his progress. He's lost a little weight and looks focused on taking the next step in 
his development. He threw two scoreless innings last Saturday, giving up two hits and issuing one walk, against Baltimore. Let's see how he 
follows that outing up. 
 
 
‘Paulie3K’ ready to meet ‘LoMo’ after Twins make big addition 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | March 1, 2018 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor did a double take when informed Thursday of the nickname Logan Morrison has bestowed upon him: “Paulie 3K.” 
 
“Paulie what?” the manager said. “What’s he go by, LoMo? I’ll have to think of something besides that.” 
 
Molitor said he didn’t exchange text messages with Morrison until the signing became official but was looking forward to chatting more in person 
on Friday morning, when the 30-year-old first baseman/designated hitter is scheduled to make his Twins spring debut at home against the Toronto 
Blue Jays. 
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In addition to Twins bench coach Derek Shelton, who was Morrison’s hitting coach in 2016 with the Tampa Bay Rays, Molitor has been 
encouraged by the scouting report on Morrison’s personality makeup. 
 
“I’ve heard a lot of really positive things,” Molitor said. “I don’t think he’s introverted, which is kind of fun. You’re going to have a guy who’s 
going to make it fun and be visible and audible, and I hope his bat is very audible. That’s kind of what I hope.” 
 
Morrison’s spring locker was placed right next to that of Miguel Sano. Morrison, who played in Seattle for two seasons with Robinson Cano, 
Sano’s mentor, should have a rapt audience among young Twins hitters. 
 
“I think he’s a guy that has tried to figure out how his swing and adjustments that he has made to make himself a better player,” Molitor said. “I 
think his knowledge about hitting is on the rise. He had a couple years where he did OK. It seemed like he figured something out last year.” 
 
Molitor can see both sides of the argument when it comes to stacking Sano and Morrison in the middle of the lineup, with the potential for 
strikeouts being the downside, but there’s no denying the new guy’s power. 
 
“He was dangerous,” Molitor said. “You knew when he was coming up there. He’s going to be a presence for us.” 
 
GROSSMAN PLAN 
 
Molitor met with three players impacted by Morrison’s arrival — Robbie Grossman, Kennys Vargas and Eduardo Escobar — to lay out the new 
competitive landscape. In particular, Grossman, who made 61 starts at DH last season, had a “very professional response” according to his 
manager. 
 
“I told him, ‘Don’t change who you are. Control what you can control,’ “ Molitor said. “He said, ‘I know I’ve got to earn what I’m going to get 
and I have to be able to play defense.’ “ 
 
Both Grossman and Vargas are out of options. Grossman, 28, is due to make $2 million this season after avoiding arbitration, but that contract is 
non-guaranteed. The Twins could opt to go with speedster Zack Granite as their fourth outfielder and see what Grossman would bring in a trade. 
 
Molitor said Grossman’s defense is “something we’re going to have to monitor somewhat” the rest of the spring. Outfield coach Jeff Pickler has 
been doing extra work with Grossman at the outfielder’s request. 
 
“He hunts Pick down almost every home day and wants to go do something extra,” Molitor said. “He hasn’t played a ton out there (this spring) 
but he’s made every play.” 
 
GARVER HOBBLED 
Backup catcher Mitch Garver “tweaked his knee” on a defensive rundown in the first inning of Wednesday’s split-squad game at the Houston 
Astros, Molitor said, and was undergoing further evaluation back in Fort Myers. 
 
Garver stayed in to complete his scheduled five-inning stint but reported some stiffness in the knee after the game. Molitor said he “a little bit 
surprised” to hear that, and the Twins were still awaiting precautionary MRI results as of Thursday afternoon. 
 
Veteran backup Bobby Wilson, a .214 career hitter in parts of eight big-league seasons, got the start Thursday at the St. Louis Cardinals. 
 
BRIEFLY 
 
Lefty Adalberto Mejia gave up a long leadoff homer to Marcell Ozuna in a two-run, four-hit second but sandwiched that frame with a pair of 
perfect innings. Mejia struck out all-star Yadier Molina to end his second spring start. … New Twins special assistant Jim Kaat made the drive 
down from his home in nearby Stuart, Fla., to take in batting practice. Kaat, 79, visited on the field with Triple-A Rochester manager Joel Skinner. 
… Infielder Ehire Adrianza hit a two-run homer a day after delivering a two-run double during this two-game jaunt to Palm Beach County. “He 
looks like he’s put on a little muscle,” Molitor said. 
 
 
Twins prospect hopes to follow friend Stefon Diggs to Minnesota 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | March 1, 2018 
 
When Stefon Diggs made the catch that became the Minnesota Miracle, LaMonte Wade Jr. was going as crazy as any Vikings fan. 
 
Even though the Twins outfield prospect grew up in Baltimore, he knew Diggs from their days at the University of Maryland. Like Diggs, a fifth-
round pick in 2015, Wade was a relative afterthought, going to the Twins in the ninth round in June of that same year. 
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“Great play. Shocking, exciting play,” Wade said. “If anybody was going to make that play, I knew it would be him.” 
 
Self-made grinders tend to appreciate each other when they cross paths. Real recognize real, you might say. 
 
“I think he led the league in the most contested catches, or something like that,” Wade said. “He’ll get the ball for you. He’s very reliable and a 
hard worker. I’m just proud of him and happy for him.” 
 
Wade couldn’t think of a single Terrapins catch by Diggs that could compare to his 61-yard touchdown catch-and-run on the final play of the 
Vikings’ 29-24 playoff win over the New Orleans Saints. In part, that’s because Wade was usually too busy working on his own game during fall 
baseball to attend Maryland football games. 
 
“We would hear the crowd from our field,” Wade said. “They’re right next to each other.” 
 
Wade, 24, hopes to reclaim that dynamic by making Target Field his primary workplace while Diggs electrifies football fans a few blocks away. 
Days like Thursday, when Wade played right field and contributed a single and two walks in three trips, make that scenario seem tantalizingly 
close. 
 
So do mornings like Sunday, which Wade started with a 20-minute conversation at his locker with St. Paul’s Dave Winfield, the Hall of Fame 
outfielder who now works for the players’ union as a senior advisor to executive director Tony Clark. Winfield met Wade in January at the annual 
Rookie Career Development Camp, but this talk was a little more in-depth. 
 
Winfield’s message? 
 
“Just how to go about your business, how to be professional, what you need to do to be successful and just be consistent and keep learning,” Wade 
recalled. “He really just told me how to prepare myself and go about days and get in a routine and try to get comfortable and just keep working 
hard.” 
 
Winfield had passed through Twins camp in recent years for similar one-on-one conversations with the likes of Aaron Hicks and Byron Buxton as 
they set out to establish themselves as big leaguers. Now it was Wade’s turn to sit with Winfield as the all-time great leaned forward in his chair 
and delivered invaluable lessons. 
 
“I’m very appreciative that he sat down and I got the chance to talk to him,” Wade said. “I listened to every single word. I couldn’t wait to call my 
dad and tell him I got to talk to Dave Winfield.” 
 
Another Hall of Famer from St. Paul, Twins manager Paul Molitor, has taken note of Wade as well. 
 
“He takes good at-bats and knows the strike zone,” Molitor said. “I think for now he just tries to barrel as many balls as he can and not swing at 
bad pitches. He’s handled himself well in the outfield. He looks good. He’s got the right attitude about where he’s at in his career.” 
 
Resilient? Wade was back at the ballpark before the game ended last Nov. 11 after a harrowing outfield collision with St. Louis Cardinals 
prospect Oscar Mercado sent Wade to the hospital with a concussion. 
 
That play ended Wade’s Arizona Fall League season, but it didn’t change his playing style. In his first Grapefruit League this spring, he threw his 
body into the wall to make a running catch against his hometown Baltimore Orioles last weekend. 
 
His parents, LaMonte Sr. and Emily, both work the night shift at the post office in downtown Baltimore. They were eager to hear all the details 
the next morning. LaMonte Sr., who played high school baseball in Baltimore, would take his young son to as many games as possible at Camden 
Yards. 
 
“I grew up an Oriole fan,” Wade said. “After we played the Orioles, my dad was asking how cool it was. I told him it was pretty cool playing 
against those guys.” 
 
The smile on Wade’s face showed that wasn’t just talk. 
 
 
Mejia allows two runs, Twins tie Cardinals 3-3 
Staff Writer | Associated Press | March 1, 2018 
 
TWINS 3, CARDINALS 3, 9 INNINGS 
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Adam Wainwright gave up two hits and three walks but no runs in two innings in his first appearance for St. Louis. Marcell Ozuna homered for 
the Cardinals. 
 
Adalberto Mejia, a front-runner for the back of Minnesota’s starting rotation, surrendered two runs on four hits in three innings. 
 
Minnesota’s Ehire Adrianza knocked a two-run blast out of the park to take a 3-2 lead in the fifth inning, but St. Louis tied it in the eighth when 
Tyler Kinley allowed an RBI double to Jose Martinez. 
 
The Twins are now 3-3 in spring training. 
 
 
Twins Try To Unlock Tyler Kinley’s Pitch Potential 
Phil Miller | Baseball America | February 28, 2018 
 
When Twins scouts pooled their information ahead of the Rule 5 draft last fall, there wasn't much enthusiasm for righthander Tyler Kinley, a 
reliever whose two-year ERA above Class A was an unimpressive 4.74. 
 
“His numbers were middling through the Miami system, and our reports said the same," vice president for player personnel Mike Radcliff said. 
“We didn't have scouts clamoring to take him." 
 
Then the scouts met with Minnesota's burgeoning new baseball operations department, and suddenly, enthusiasm for the 27-year-old Kinley grew. 
 
“Digging into the analytics of his pitches, we saw a real opportunity with Tyler," Radcliff said. “He's got two dynamic pitches that our (analysis) 
says should work better than they do. We think with some mechanical and mental adjustment, there's a chance it plays out a lot more 
successfully." 
 
Right on cue, Kinley embarked on a winter league stint in the Dominican Republic that cinched the decision. Using a fastball that occasionally 
reached 100 mph, he struck out 32 batters in 19 innings and recorded an 0.47 ERA that convinced the Twins to send two scouts to re-evaluate 
him. 
 
Then when Minnesota’s turn came on Rule 5 day, they made Kinley a Twin. The Marlins originally drafted him in the 16th round in 2013 out of 
Barry (Fla.) 
 
“He's throwing hard. He's throwing 99 (mph) consistently, and his slider is a power pitch, too," Radcliff said. “But beyond that, he's an interesting 
project, a real collaborative decision of all our departments. We have some specific ideas about how to develop him beyond where he is now." 
 
Because Kinley is a Rule 5 pick, the Twins have only the month of March to work with him before deciding whether to offer him back to the 
Marlins or keep him in the majors. Because the Twins consider themselves postseason contenders, they can't carry a Rule 5 pick who isn't 
contributing. 
 
“That's the challenge. He is going to have to have value and pull his weight, because wins are important now," Radcliff said. “It was impressed 
upon him, ‘You've got to make the team.’ I expect this guy to be in the mix. He has a real shot at forcing us to keep him." 
 
 
Logan Morrison's presence sets up a battle for the final Twins roster spots 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | March 1, 2018 
 
To the untrained eye, Thursday’s Twins lineup didn’t pack quite as much intrigue as the A-lister they unfurled at home a day earlier. 
 
Whereas the group that faced the Tampa Bay Rays in Fort Myers, Fla., was full of leading men like Byron Buxton, Joe Mauer and Brian Dozier, 
the one manager Paul Molitor utilized against the St. Louis Cardinals at Roger Dean Stadium featured more character-actor types. 
 
But with Opening Day four weeks away, there are far more questions to be answered at the bottom half of the 25-man roster than up top. With 
Logan Morrison taking over as the designated hitter, the Twins have set themselves up for quite a roster battle between Zack Granite, Robbie 
Grossman, Kennys Vargas, Ehire Adrianza and Erick Aybar — all of whom were in Thursday’s lineup. 
 
“I’ve looked at some different options,” Molitor said. “We’re going to have to look at different options on how to move it around and keep other 
people involved and all of those kinds of tricky things you have to think about.” 
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Molitor also included Eduardo Escobar in the list of players battling it out for the 25-man roster. But considering Escobar’s defensive versatility, 
his surprising pop and overwhelming popularity in the clubhouse, let’s say with certainty that he’ll make the roster, barring an injury. 
 
That leaves the other five competing for two spots on the Opening Day roster unless Molitor started the season with an 11-man pitching staff, 
which seems highly unlikely because he plans on using a four-man rotation and likely would want to safeguard with an eight-man bullpen. 
 
One spot seems likely to go to another utility infielder, which sets up a battle between Adrianza, who hit a two-run homer on Thursday, and 
Aybar, a nonroster invitee in camp on a minor-league deal. 
 
Aybar has the far better track record with 23.8 career b-WAR as well as an All-Star appearance (2014) and a Gold Glove (2011). But Adrianza 
played five positions last season, produced a .707 OPS in 186 plate appearances and showed Molitor he can be a tough out. Adrianza also has the 
benefit of being on the 40-man roster and is out of options, which means the Twins would have to expose him to waivers to be able to send him to 
Triple-A. 
 
Minor-league options could determine the other battle, too. 
 
Granite is an outstanding defensive outfielder with the ability to play center field at a high level as evidenced by the four Defensive Runs Saved 
he produced in 174 innings last season, according to Fangraphs.com. Granite has hit throughout the minors and is the second-fastest player on the 
team with an average sprint speed of 29.1 feet per second. But unlike Vargas and Grossman, Granite still has minor-league options and could be 
stowed away at Triple-A to start the season. 
 
A career .252/.311/.437 with 35 home runs in 859 trips to the plate, Vargas has eye-popping power with some of his round-trippers still in orbit. 
While Vargas has a .773 career OPS against southpaws, which is a big plus on this roster, his lack of versatility could hamper his chances. Vargas 
is limited to first base and DH, positions already claimed by Mauer and Morrison. 
 
A switch-hitter, Grossman could have an edge because he has a .754 career OPS against left-handed pitchers. To earn a spot though, Grossman, 
who is set to earn $2 million this season, has to continue to rebound from a poor defensive campaign in 2016 when he was valued at minus-21 
Defensive Runs Saved. He improved but was still minus-3 in 2017. 
 
A former center fielder in the minors, Grossman has performed additional outfield work with coach Jeff Pickler this spring. He knows his outfield 
play will be critical to whether or not he makes the roster. Molitor reaffirmed that to Grossman in an honest conversation they had earlier this 
week when the Morrison signing appeared to be imminent. 
 
“I know if I’m going to make this team, I’m going to make it as an outfielder,” Grossman said. “I’ve got to earn an outfield job. That’s the goal. 
 
“I never wanted to be a DH. I’ve always prided myself on being an outfielder. I’ve never come into a camp and said I wanted to be a DH.” 
 
Look for chief baseball officer Derek Falvey to take his time before any decision is made. Teams often try to sneak players through waivers in the 
last week of spring training. With two of the first six days of the season off, the Twins could go out of the box and try to be creative by carrying 
only 11 pitchers in an attempt to sneak a player through waivers in early April. 
 
“The fortunate part is that we don't have to write out the 25-man until the end of the month,” Falvey said. 
 
As long as they get through March with their frontline healthy, the Twins know their issues are the kind you want. They have plenty of 
possibilities for the leading roles, which should only strengthen the overall cast. 
 
“You have to see how those guys are all going to fit as the next four weeks unfold,” Molitor said. “It looks good no matter how you put it out 
there.” 
 
 
Twins' Gordon takes his cuts in recording studio 
Michael Avallone | MiLB.com | March 1, 2018 
 
Nick Gordon has one career aspiration. And there's no hesitation when he's asked about it. 
 
"I'm a baseball player," the 22-year-old said. "First and foremost." 
 
Even top prospects have hobbies off the diamond and Gordon is no exception. Unlike many of his peers who hit the links or hop online to play the 
newest video game craze, the Twins' fourth-ranked prospect is combining his off-the-field activities with another passion near to his heart: music. 
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"I've been making music for a while now," he said. "I mostly kept it to myself or my close friends early on. I'd let them listen in to see how they 
felt about it. But I've always had a passion for music, even as a little kid. It was something I did in my spare time and that continues today. I just 
love music."  
 
Gordon certainly isn't the first athlete to venture into the world of hip-hop. NBA stars Shaquille O'Neal, Allen Iverson and LeBron James have 
done their best to earn a Grammy nomination. So have boxers Floyd Mayweather Jr. and Roy Jones Jr. But baseball players have largely steered 
clear of the recording studio. 
 
Gordon said he toyed with the idea of releasing his music publicly, but his entrance into the hip-hop world was not entirely of his own doing. He 
formed a group in high school with friends Julio Fernandez, a hip-hop producer now known as July, and Giovanni Adams, a rapper who goes by 
the name Gio Storm. They called themselves the D-Squad and performed at local shows during their freshman and sophomore years of high 
school. 
 
Fast-forward to last December when someone -- Gordon doesn't know who -- posted a video that he and his friends produced recently for one of 
his songs. With the video garnering clicks on the internet, Gordon figured he might as well go with a wider release. The result was a nine-song EP 
titled "I Do It All" that was promoted under Gordon's stage name, G Cinco. The EP can be streamed on Spotify and SoundCloud and is available 
for download and purchase on Apple Music.  
 
"I wouldn't say there was one specific reason [for releasing the EP]," Gordon said. "I had a lot of the music already recorded, but someone got 
their hands on a video I had done and put it online. I didn't even know it was out there until someone retweeted it on to my Twitter timeline. But it 
was getting good feedback. People were saying I should keep at it when I had the time, so I decided to release the other ones, too." 
 
MLB.com's No. 80 overall prospect understands that some people might think he's trying to further his reputation on the diamond with an alter 
ego off of it. That would be a mistake. The son of former Major League pitcher Tom Gordon and the younger brother of two-time All-Star Dee 
Gordon of the Mariners knows what he wants his future to look like and how he wants it to unfold.  
 
And as much as he loves music, he doesn't plan on being defined by time spent in a recording studio. 
 
"I don't have any plans for [music] beyond what I've done so far," Gordon said. "I'll keep making [music] for fun, but when it's time for baseball, 
it's time for baseball. Period."  
 
That should be music to the ears of the Twins, who made Gordon the fifth overall pick in the 2014 Draft out of Olympia High School in Orlando, 
Florida. The middle infielder has rewarded Minnesota's faith by hitting .281/.337/.383 across four Minor League seasons. He's been selected to 
three postseason All-Star squads and earned midseason All-Star selections with Class A Advanced Fort Myers in 2016 and Double-A 
Chattanooga last season. Gordon also played in last year's All-Star Futures Game in Miami, where he singled and scored a run as Team USA's 
leadoff hitter. Earlier this month, he was invited to big league Spring Training for the second straight season. 
 
"Wherever they need me, that's where I'll be," said Gordon, who will probably start the season with Triple-A Rochester. "I'm looking forward to 
having a good spring and I'll definitely be ready for whatever is thrown my way." 
 
Gordon spent all of last season with Chattanooga, where he batted .270/.341/.408 with a career-high 46 extra-base hits, including nine homers. He 
also recorded career bests with 140 hits, 66 RBIs and 80 runs scored in 122 games. By his own admission, his batting average was lower than he 
liked, but he also incorporated more power into his game, which was something he hoped to do entering 2017. 
 
"I wanted to drive the ball more," Gordon said. "I wanted to start using my leverage a little better and I was able to do that. It took some work and 
time for it to feel natural, but I knew that part of my game would come. Now it's just a matter of finding myself and putting that aspect of hitting 
with my regular game. I need to find that right balance ... knowing when to take the big swing and when to dial it back a bit. Some days you feel it 
and some days you don't, but you learn something new every day and take it with you moving forward. 
 
"Last year was a combination of a lot of little things. I had some bad games, but there were also quite a few times where I just hit into bad luck. 
There's such a big difference in this game at the professional level. It's truly a sport that humbles you, and you have to let it humble you before 
you can really succeed. You're with these players and coaches for months at a time. They become like family and you learn from each other." 
 
Although Gordon is expected to start the season in the Minors, he knows that a big league opportunity is within reach. 
 
"[The Majors] are fresh in all Minor Leaguers' minds," he said. "That's your goal. It's always in sight and it's always there in front of you. I trust in 
the process I've set out for myself. I'll go out and play every single day, hope to stay healthy and get better along the way. I feel I can do that and 
ultimately get to the bigs." 
 
One thing Gordon knows he has to work on is consistency. After putting up a .315/.376/.504 slash line in the first half last season, he slumped to 
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.221/.304/.305 after the All-Star break to put a minor dent into an otherwise solid year. 
 
"That consistency is what separates the men from the boys," Gordon said. "Big leaguers do what they do well more often than not. But that's all 
part of being a Minor Leaguer and developing. Finding that consistency is usually the last and hardest thing to do, but I'm getting there." 
 
The confident 22-year-old has no such worries, but if baseball doesn't work out, he could always morph back in G Cinco, right? 
 
Not so fast. 
 
"Music is great. Music is fun," Gordon said. "But when it's all said and done, I don't expect to have to fall back to a Plan B. And that's what music 
is. 
 
"I'm all in on Plan A." 
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