
Bauer hurls 7 scoreless, strikes out 8 in win 
By Casey Harrison MLB.com 
CLEVELAND -- As heavy rain poured onto Progressive Field Monday night, Trevor Bauer sat in the Indians' dugout itching to get back on the 
mound to complete his outing and perhaps reach a historic feat. 
 
But nature had a different outcome in mind. 
It was another great start for the right-hander, but he came just two strikeouts short of something very special. A 35-minute rain delay shortened 
Bauer's outing to seven innings in the Tribe's 6-2 win over the White Sox. Only manager Terry Francona could deliver the news to Bauer that 
his night was over after the delay -- ending the 27-year-old pitcher's bid at history. 
"[Pitching coach] Carl Willis is lucky he didn't come tell me, I told him anyone but Tito and I was throwing fists," Bauer joked. "I'm sitting there in 
the dugout thinking, 'You know, the hard stuff is not going to come down for quite a while." 
 
Bauer's night ended after 100 pitches. He did not allow a run and gave up just three hits and walked two while striking out eight. Bauer finished 
two strikeouts shy of recording at least 10 strikeouts in five straight starts -- it would have been just the 16th time in the history of the American 
League, and the 29th time in Major League history. 
 
"Boy, I give him credit," Francona said. "Even during the rain delay he was politicking. It just doesn't make sense to be in, but I gotta tell you, if 
you're going to get into a little bit of a push and shove, I like it that he wants to stay in." 
 
Despite pleas from Bauer to stay in the game, Francona favored longevity for his pitcher rather than risking something happening to Bauer if he 
came back out. 
 
"I respect the hell out of that," Francona said. "I don't have any doubt he could have done it, too." 
 
All three hits allowed by Bauer came in his first two innings of work. Yoan Moncada and Jose Abreu both singled in the first. Bauer also gave up 
a one-out double to Matt Davidson in the second, but stranded Chicago's designated hitter after back-to-back swinging strikeouts to escape the 
jam. 
 
As Bauer's pitch count continued to rise, so did his efficiency -- after giving up the double to Davidson, he retired 17 of the last 19 batters he 
faced. Through Bauer's last seven outings, he's registered a 1.99 ERA with 72 strikeouts and 12 walks through 49 2/3 innings. 
 
"What's so impressive is as he gets into the game, not only does he hold his stuff -- like a lot of good pitchers, he gets the feel of his pitches," 
Francona said. "A lot of pitches get through that third time through the order and you start to worry a little bit. But because he hasn't been going 
so many deep counts and his stuff gets better, he's every bit as effective." 
For Bauer, he boiled his success down into a science. 
 
"Tonight the first three or four innings, my body just felt sluggish," Bauer said. "Once I kind of got in a groove there, the velocity started coming 
back, and I think a lot of that has to do with the tunneling approach I designed into my repertoire." 
 
The Tribe taxed Sox starter Dylan Covey for five runs -- four earned -- across five innings. He fell to 3-2 for the year. Hector Santiago walked in 
Cleveland's final run in the sixth. 
 
Bauer's name may not have ended in the record books after this start. But his teammates will take what they can get. 
 
"He works so hard to get ahead and throw strike one and then put guys away," catcher Roberto Perez said. "He's pitching his tail off, and 
hopefully he keeps doing that the rest of the way." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Bauer earned the bulk of his run support in the second inning on a rally that got started on a leadoff single by Lonnie Chisenhall. Rajai Davis 
reached on a fielding error by Moncada, and Jason Kipnis loaded the bases with a well-placed bunt down the third-base line. Kipnis' bunt set 
the table for Perez, who scored two runs on a ground-rule double to the right-field corner. Francisco Lindor capped off the inning with a sacrifice 
fly to center that scored Kipnis. 
 
Perez, who battled flu-like symptoms throughout the day, finished the game 2-for-3, but it marked the first two-RBI game for Perez this season 
and the first RBI for the catcher since May 22 against the Cubs. It was only the backstop's second appearance -- and first at home -- since 
being hit on the right hand on June 10 in Detroit. 
"Maybe it was good, because he looked so relaxed because he didn't have much energy," Francona said. "But he took a really good swing, and 
he took a good swing later and that was obviously a huge hit." 
 
Kipnis delivered his fifth homer of the season in the fifth inning and finished 3-for-4 with a pair of runs and two RBIs. It's the second baseman's 
second three-hit game of the year -- also doing so on April 12 in Detroit. Kipnis -- who is slashing .207/.284/.320 in 66 games -- is hitting .333 
(14-for-42) across his last 11 home games with three home runs, two doubles, six runs and seven RBIs. 
"Obviously, his year hasn't gone the way he's wanted so far, but his mindset and his attitude have been awesome," Bauer said of Kipnis. "So, 
I'm really happy that he had a night like tonight." 
 
MARSHALL EXITS GAME 
Right-handed reliever Evan Marshall exited the game with soreness in his throwing elbow in the eighth inning. Marshall started the inning and 
struck out out Charlie Tilson, but hit a batter and gave up a run on back-to-back singles before he was checked out by Indians' training staff. 



"The way he termed it was that he flicked the nerve," Francona said. "I think we'll know a lot more tomorrow." 
 
If it's any consolation to Bauer, who improved to 6-5, he was the third pitcher in franchise history to reach at least 10 punchouts in at least four 
consecutive games -- joining Corey Kluber, who has two five-start stretches of double-digit strikeouts in 2017, and Bob Feller, who did reach 
the feat between outings in 1938-39. 
 
Had Bauer struck out at least 10 in five straight, he would have joined Randy Johnson, Pedro Martinez, Nolan Ryan, Chris Sale, David Price, 
Johan Santana and Kluber as the only AL pitchers to acheive the feat. The MLB record belongs to Sale, who strung together eight starts, once 
in 2015 and again in '17, and Martinez -- who did it in 1999. 
 
Bauer's 129 strikeouts through the team's first 71 games are the most by an Indians pitcher since Sam McDowell had 151 in 1970 -- though 
McDowell had already made 19 starts compared to Bauer's 15. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"The good Lord would never disrupt the best game of my life. Apparently, he did. Just happy the team got a win, honestly." -- Bauer 
 
UP NEXT 
Right-hander Mike Clevinger (5-2, 3.15 ERA) will take the mound Tuesday and look to follow up his Thursday start against the White Sox, in 
which he struck out a career-high 11 and allowed two runs (one earned) on five hits over seven innings. The White Sox will counter with left-
hander Carlos Rodon (0-1, 3.60). First pitch is scheduled for 7:10 p.m. ET. 
 
Carrasco's elbow shows no structural damage 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
CLEVELAND -- The Indians can exhale some after the latest round of tests on Carlos Carrasco's right elbow came back negative for any 
structural damage. 
 
Indians manager Terry Francona noted before Monday's game against the White Sox that an MRI exam, along with X-rays, on Carrasco 
confirmed the team's diagnosis of a contusion on his pitching elbow. Carrasco, who was placed on the 10-day disabled list on Saturday, will 
receive treatment over the next two days before being re-evaluated on Wednesday. 
"They'll talk about when he can start to throw, but that won't be until Wednesday," Francona said. "He still got hit really hard and there's some 
trauma. So, we dodged a huge bullet. The hope would be, once he gets the swelling out of there, that he'll come quick, because it's a bruise. It 
could have been a lot worse." 
 
Carrasco was struck on the elbow by a line drive off the bat of Joe Mauer in the second inning of Saturday's 9-3 loss to the Twins and 
immediately left the game. Carrasco, who placed fourth in balloting for the American League Cy Young Award last year, has gone 8-5 with a 
4.24 ERA, 96 strikeouts and 22 walks in 91 1/3 innings (15 starts) this season for the Tribe. 
 
"I think he's champing at the bit to get this out of there and start pitching again," Francona said. 
 
Alonso returns, Allen optioned 
Prior to Monday's game against the White Sox, the Indians activated first baseman Yonder Alonso from Major League Baseball's family medical 
emergency list after a three-day absence for undisclosed reasons. In order to clear a spot on the active roster, Cleveland optioned rookie 
outfielder Greg Allen to Triple-A Columbus. 
Francona said the message to Allen was to embrace improving upon doing the little things that can be the difference between a win and a loss 
at the big league level. 
 
"Guys learn quickly how one play can change a game," said Francona. "Those are things that when you're in the Minor Leagues, that's 
development. When you're here, it directly impacts us winning and losing. So, I said, 'The more you can embrace trying to be good at those 
things [the better].' And [bench coach Brad Mills] was in there, too, and he used a good [phrase]. He said, 'You can build up momentum even 
without getting hits.' And I thought it was a really good way of saying it." 
 
Rzepczynski signed 
The Indians signed free-agent lefty Marc Rzepczynski to a Minor League contract on Monday and assigned him to Triple-A Columbus. 
Rzepczynski, 32, was designated for assignment and released by the Mariners earlier this month after posting a 9.39 ERA in 7 2/3 innings. The 
lefty turned in a 2.70 ERA in 145 games for Cleveland in parts of the 2013-15 seasons and has limited lefty batters to a .225 average (.597 
OPS) in 501 career games in the Majors. 
 
With lefties Andrew Miller (right knee) and Tyler Olson (left lat strain) both on the DL, Rzepczynski gives the Indians an experienced layer of 
depth in the Minors. Right now, veteran Oliver Perez is the only lefty in Cleveland's bullpen. 
 
"It's a guy we know," Francona said of Rzepczynski. "We're down to one lefty right now, so it's a guy that certainly could come here and help, 
for sure. He didn't sign to stay in Triple-A." 
 
One thing Francona is not worrying about is trying to spell Rzepczynski's name. 
 
"I've got it in my phone: Z-E-P," Francona quipped. 
 
Worth noting 



• Following a team off-day on Thursday, rookie right-hander Shane Bieber will start for the Indians in the opener of a three-game series against 
Detroit. Righty Adam Plutko will shift to the bullpen for the next eight days, leading up to his next scheduled start on June 26 at St. Louis. 
 
• Center fielder Bradley Zimmer, who is on the Minor League DL due to right shoulder discomfort for Triple-A Columbus, continued to 
experience lingering issues while throwing within the past two days, per Francona. Zimmer is scheduled to undergo an MRI exam to gather 
more information. 
 
• Veteran outfielder Melky Cabrera cleared outright waivers and elected free agency on Monday, as opposed to accepting a Minor League 
assignment. The Indians designated Cabrera for assignment on Thursday. 
 
Covering the Bases: Game 71 
by Jordan Bastian 
FIRST: As the rain poured down and the fans scurried up the aisles to seek shelter in Progressive Field’s main concourse, Trevor Bauer 
watched helplessly from the Indians’ bench. 
 
Bauer thought to himself, “The good Lord would never disrupt the best game of my life.” 
 
Thirty-five minutes later… 
 
“Apparently, he did,” Bauer said. “I’m just happy the team got a win honestly.” 
 
The White Sox collected three hits within the first six batters they sent to the plate, but then Bauer breezed through the next 19 without 
relinquishing a hit. He struck out two in the first, second and fourth innings and ended with eight punchouts in a seven-inning gem. 
 
Dark clouds began to consume the Cleveland sky in the seventh, creating an ominous shade of midnight blue. By the time Francisco Lindor 
stepped in against Juan Minaya in the bottom of the inning, the heavens opened and the game was quickly sent into a delay. 
 
Without that bout of inclement weather, Bauer would’ve headed back out for the eighth. 
 
For starters, Bauer was only at 100 pitches. Yes, in his case, the word “only” is applicable. Heading into this one, Bauer led all qualified MLB 
pitchers with an average of 109.9 pitches per game. The righty would’ve loved nothing more than to see that average tick up over 110 and 
Indians manager Terry Francona wouldn’t have stood in his way under normal conditions. 
 
With Cleveland holding a 6–0 lead, though, and the rain delay extending beyond the half-hour mark — not to mention the fact that Bauer is a 
critical piece to the rotation with three-plus months to go — Francona decided that enough was enough. 
 
The manager delivered the bad news to Bauer himself. The pitcher’s day was done. 
 
“[Pitching coach] Carl Willis is lucky he didn’t come tell me,” Bauer said with a smirk. “Anyone but Tito and I was throwing fists.” 
 
Bauer did his best to plead his case to stay in the game — and the manager respected that — but there was no changing Francona’s mind. 
 
“Boy, I give him credit, man,” Francona said. “Even during the rain delay, he was politicking. It just doesn’t make sense to me, but I’ve got to tell 
you, I mean, if you’re going to get into a little bit of a push and shove, I like it that he wants to stay in. I respect the hell out of that. I just didn’t 
think it made sense. 
 
“I don’t have any doubt he could have done it, too. I just think for the longevity of his career, things like that, it didn’t make a lot of sense. But I 
thought he was really good.” 
 
After Bauer’s latest performance, here are his ranks among qualified American League starters as of this writing: 
0.45 HR/9 (t-1st) 
3.6 fWAR (2nd) 
2.28 FIP (2nd) 
100.2 IP (t-2nd) 
129 K (t-2nd) 
11.53 K/9 (3rd) 
2.50 ERA (4th) 
59 ERA- (4th) 
31.2 K% (5th) 
 
In his past seven turns, Bauer has a 1.99 ERA with 72 strikeouts against 12 walks in 49.2 innings. 
 
One thing the rain robbed Bauer of on Monday night was the chance to join some exclusive company. There have only been 15 instances in 
American League history in which a pitcher notched 10-plus strikeouts in at least five consecutive games. It’s been done 28 times overall by 12 
pitchers. 
The delay eliminated Bauer’s chance to go out for the eighth to collect two more strikeouts, which would’ve tied the franchise record of five 
straight double-digit outings. Corey Kluber set that last year, and did it twice. Bob Feller had four in a row between the 1938–39 seasons. 



So, Bauer is only the third Cleveland pitcher to do so in four straight. But, man, five would’ve been cool. He would’ve joined a list that includes 
Randy Johnson, Pedro Martinez, Nolan Ryan and more from the who’s who of baseball past and present. 
For those curious, the MLB record is eight double-digit outings in a row by Chris Sale (once in 2015 and again in ’17) and Pedro (1999). Randy 
Johnson holds the record for the most such streaks with eight. Johnson, Pedro, Ryan, Sale and Kluber are the only pitchers in history with more 
than one streak of at least five games featuring 10-plus strikeouts. 
SECOND: Indians fans have heard about the slider Bauer designed over the offseason ad nauseam at this point. There is a reason to keep 
bringing it up, though. 
 
It’s working. 
 
“I think the slider’s actually been better overall than I would’ve imagined,” Bauer said. 
 
Ideally, Bauer’s goal is to make his fastballs and slider look similar out of the hand. If the arm slot is the same and the initial trajectory is the 
same — saving the movement until the point of decision for the batter — that is where deception comes into play, and strikeouts pile up. 
 
Here is a great overlay by Rob Friedman to show what we’re talking about: 
Heading into Monday’s outing, here were the slider value rankings per Fangraphs: 
14.4: Luis Severino 
12.2: Matt Boyd 
8.7: Dylan Bundy 
8.7: Chris Sale 
8.3: Trevor Bauer 
“It’s hard to go into designing a brand-new pitch and expect it to be a top-five pitch in the league,” Bauer said. “But, it’s really a testament to the 
people that I worked with that suggested and that encouraged me to add that lateral breaking pitch and the knowledge they have and how it 
would affect the rest of the repertoire. 
 
“So, overall, it’s been extremely encouraging. It’s played better than what I could’ve imagined.” 
 
During Monday’s win, Bauer’s slider accounted for four of his strikeouts: 
Asked about why he tends to be more effective deeper into his outings, Bauer offered this asnwer: 
 
“I think a lot of that has to do with the tunneling approach I designed into my repertoire. I try to throw everything right down the middle, start it 
down the middle and let it break so the four-season ends up at the top of the zone. And I have a cutter — more like a gyro-slider — and a 
changeup that ends up like mid-level. And a curve ball that ends up down. And then I have a two-seam that ends up arm side and the gyro-
slider that basically ends up in the middle and a slider that ends up on the left side. So, I can split the plate three different levels — north and 
south, east and west. And so, the more I’m able to execute those spots with given pitches, the more confusion there is in the hitters, because 
they see the same look over and over. And the ball goes different ways at different speeds and whatnot, so I get better in executing those spots 
as the game goes long and the confusion factor mounts as well. So, it’s kind of a combination of both of those things, I would think. I don’t have 
any hard data on it. That’s just speculation. But, that’s a guess.” 
 
Bauer was asked if his approach (“try to throw everything right down the middle”) has played into his increased efficiency: 
 
“‘Yeah. That’s been my idea. That’s been my approach the whole time. I just haven’t had the command to hit those spots in prior years and I 
haven’t had the repertoire set up to be able to split the plate three ways, both up and down, left and right. So, a lot of it has to do with my 
command training that I do in the offseason that I developed, the differential command work that I do. A lot of it has to do with just refining my 
delivery after I went through the delivery changes in 2013. I mean, this is a brand-new delivery I’m throwing out of. This is what, the fourth year? 
Maybe the fourth or fifth year that I’ve used it, so it’s not like I have 20 years with this delivery, you know? So, there’s a lot of stuff that goes into 
it. But, also knowing that I have four, five, six plus pitches on any given night and the confidence to be able to throw them. Just try to center-cut 
the plate and trust that the stuff id designed correctly so that it’s just tough to hit.” 
 
THIRD: If it feels like Jason Kipnis gets hot at the plate, only to slip right back into a cold spell, well, that’s because his season has indeed 
featured that pattern. 
“He’s gotten to where he’s coming out of it,” Indians hitting coach Ty Van Burkleo said recently, “but then he’ll drive a couple balls and they’ll be 
outs and he starts pressing again and falls back into it.” 
 
On April 29, Kipnis was batting .167 (.473 OPS). Over the next five games, he hit at a .364 clip with a 1.076 OPS with four two-hit games. Small 
sample, yes. But, at that point, any signs of life were encouraging. Then, Kipnis hit .075 (.291 OPS) over his next 11 games, sliding back into 
bad habits. 
 
That drought was followed by a 16-game stretch in which Kipnis posted a .306 average and .826 OPS. He’s back, baby! Not so fast. Next 
seven: .115 (.438 OPS). 
 
And that brings us to Monday, when Good Kip returned. 
 
His three-hit night began with a perfectly-executed bunt single with no outs and runners on first and second in the second inning. That loaded 
the bases for Roberto Perez, who cashed in with a two-run double. 
 
Francona has called Kipnis “one of the best I’ve ever seen” at knowing when to pull off that kind of bunt. 



“That’s was that thing that we talk about all the time,” Francona said, “how good he is in that situation. And, boy, he laid down a great bunt, and 
sometimes when you play the game right, you get rewarded for it.” 
 
Kipnis added an RBI single in the third and then belted a solo homer in the fifth. 
 
HOME: After discussing his outing, Bauer paused to await another question from the Tribe media corps. When it appeared that the interview 
session was at an end, the pitcher spoke up on his own. 
 
“And the other thing I wanted to say,” Bauer said, “is I’m just really happy for Roberto Perez for tonight and Kipnis, too. Kip, obviously, his year 
hasn’t gone the way he’s wanted so far, but his mind-set and his attitude and stuff like that has been awesome. So, I’m really happy that he had 
a night like tonight. 
 
“And then ‘Berto was playing super sick. He’s been sick for a couple days. He did a tremendous job behind the plate blocking balls. He got me 
out of a big spot. Leadoff guy gets on and he throws him out at second for a double play. He caught a couple foul tips. And then obviously he 
swung the bat really well, too. Those two performances really stood out to me and deserve mentioning.” 
 
The caught-stealing came in the first inning, when Yoan Moncada led off with a single and then tried to swipe second. On the tail end of a 
strikeout, Perez threw Moncada out for a double play. Heading into the game, the catcher had an uncharacteristically-low 7.1 caught-stealing 
rate. 
 
“I was just having trouble,” Perez said. “Guys getting good jumps. You have a tendency as a catcher to try and rush things and try to throw the 
guy out. But I’ve been working with Sandy [Alomar Jr.] on my transfer and trying to stay back a little longer. It was good to finally throw a guy 
out since I’ve had a couple of bad ones. It was kind of like good to set the tone first thing for Bauer.” 
 
At the plate, Perez also went 2-for-3 with a pair of doubles and a walk. 
 
“I didn’t have any energy today,” Perez said. “Coming into the game, I didn’t know if I was going to play or not because of the way I felt. … 
Maybe that’s what I need. I need to be sick for the rest of the season. It was nice to get a couple of runs on the board for Bauer. I felt really 
good after that one.” 
 
Tito’s pregame minutiae: June 18 
by Jordan Bastian 
Update on Carlos Carrasco: 
 
TF: “We got all the readings back. They look at it locally and then they send it to California. Everything come back negative, so he’s got a 
contusion. He’ll continue to be treated for the contusion and what they’ll do is they’ll take Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and continue to 
treat it for swelling and strength and range of motion. And Wednesday he will be re-evaluated and see. They’ll talk about when he can start to 
throw, but that won’t be until Wednesday. He still got hit really hard and there’s some trauma. So, we dodged a huge bullet. The hope would be, 
once he gets the swelling out of there, that he’ll come quick because it’s a bruise. It could have been a lot worse.” 
 
On upcoming rotations plans: 
 
TF: “We’re going to keep guys on their day. We’re going to put [Adam] Plutko in the bullpen until the second game in St. Louis [on June 26], so 
that will keep [Corey] Kluber on Wednesday, [Shane] Bieber Friday. Keep guys right in order and then the second day in St. Louis we’ll need a 
start and that will be Plutko. Now, if something were to change or something, we can always insert him, but that’s the plan. And he’s available 
tonight. I feel a little more comfortable tomorrow, but he would be OK to pitch tonight.” 
 
On whether a pitcher who has dealt with multiple comebackers like Carrasco could be affected by it: 
 
TF: “Yeah, sure. Guys get a little jumpy. Sure. And it’s easy to tell him, ‘Hey, don’t worry about it,’ but I’m not the one standing out there. Yeah, I 
certainly have. But Carlos, like I said, this is the fourth time? And I’ve never seen any ill effects before and I don’t anticipate any going forward. I 
think he’s just glad that it’s a bruise and see how quick he can get better.” 
 
On whether Carrasco’s style of pitching makes him susceptible to comebackers: 
 
TF: “Somebody else asked me that and there’s nothing. I mean, I do think there are pitchers that put themselves in a position where they are 
not able to field their position, but Carlos is fine. He lands flat and he’s in a really good position, most of the time.” 
 
Update on Bradley Zimmer (Minor League DL, right shoulder discomfort): 
 
TF: “You know what? I think I had told you guys he strained his shoulder doing that short-toss drill, one-handed drill. And I don’t think he 
thought it was anything. And then he got out throwing [within the past couple days] and it just didn’t feel good. So, we’re going to go ahead and 
get him looked at, get an MRI and a scan and see if there’s anything going on in there.” 
 
On signing lefty Marc Rzepczynski to a Minor League contract: 
 
TF: “Any time we sign somebody, you hope, if they get here, they help. It’s a guy we know. Everybody always liked him. I think he enjoyed his 
time here. I think he took his physical today. He’s going to start pitching tomorrow, get some reps under him again, because he’s probably 



missed about 10 days. But, we’re down to one lefty right now, so it’s a guy that certainly could come here and help, for sure. He didn’t sign to 
stay in Triple-A. I think he signed because he liked it here and I think he also knows [the front-office] guys, they’re so honest about the way they 
go about things, that he wouldn’t get stuck there.” 
 
On trying to spell Rzepczynski’s name: 
 
TF: “Don’t worry about it. I’ve got it in my phone: Z-E-P.” 
 
[Laughter] 
 
TF: “Remember that video of him throwing Cashy [Kevin Cash] down in Kansas City? That’s still one of my favorites. Did you guys see the 
[recent] video of Cashy? You didn’t see that? I thought everybody saw it. [The Rays] were making like their fifth pitching change and he was in 
New York and he [stretched] and he yawned. And the New York people were like, ‘Man, he must be tired from all the pitching changes.’ So I 
called him today and said, ‘Have you heard?’ And he goes, ‘Yeahhh, I’ve definitely heard about it.’” 
 
On the message to Greg Allen (optioned to Triple-A): 
 
TF: “The biggest thing was to try to enjoy doing the little things to help a team win. The hitting part is obvious. He’s got things to work on and he 
knows that. But, when you do it in Triple-A or Double-A and then you play in the Major Leagues, the guys learn quickly how one play can 
change a game. I kind of brought up to him the play in Chicago last week where stolen base, Roberto [Perez] threw it away. If he’s there 
quicker, that guy can’t move up to third. You know know, it could change the game. It doesn’t mean we’re going to win, but a guy on third with 
less than two outs, as opposed to a guy on second is a big difference. I said, ‘Those are things that when you’re in the Minor Leagues, that’s 
development. When you’re here, it directly impacts us winning and losing.’ So, I said, ‘The more you can embrace trying to be good at those 
things…’ And Millsie was in there, too, and he used a good word. He said, ‘You can build up momentum even without getting hits.’ And I 
thought it was a really good way of saying it. So, I hate to give Millsie credit, but I kind of plagiarized it a little bit. 
 
On Tyler Naquin’s development: 
 
TF: “We’ve had our ups and downs, as you do with just about everybody. My goodness. Not too many guys come and just hit the ground, kind 
of like Frankie [Lindor], and let them play. We’ve found that by allowing him to be himself a little bit more, that he probably reacts a little bit 
better. So we’ve probably all learned. When you say, ‘Has Naquin learned?’ Yeah, I think he’s learned. But, we have, too. There’s certain things 
we want to make sure we accomplish. But then, once we do that, kind of give him the freedom to be a little more, we kind of use the word 
‘athletic.’ In right field, it looks like he’s taken to it quicker. In center field, his routes can sometimes not quite be where maybe you’d like. But, as 
long as he makes the plays, we don’t want him just looking over his shoulder every two seconds: ‘Am I standing in the right place?’ Because 
that doesn’t help him become a better player. And we know that. But, that’s by going through trials and tribulations and conversations and 
getting to know somebody. And the only reason he’s not playing tonight is I should have not played him yesterday. When he came back it was 
with the understanding that he wouldn’t play four or five in a row. And with everything that was going on the day before, it got behind me. So 
he’s sitting tonight.” 
 
On Naquin and Lonnie Chisenhall: 
 
TF: “I think they’ve done a good job. Naquin seems like… you remember that second time we sent him down and he was only down a day, day 
and a half? It just seemed that when he came back he was a little more comfortable in his own skin. And he’s done a good job. And he’s fun to 
have around, because he’s got a ton of personality. He plays with energy. You know he’s never going to back down. I love that part of him. He’s 
always ready to try to win. He’s got that mentality, which is really good. Sometimes guys that you’ve grown pretty close to, you can go through a 
period where because you’re sending them down so much, they get tired of it. So, they’re not exactly running into my office. I don’t blame them. 
I get it. You don’t ever want those things to get in the way. But I also understand it.” 
 
Trevor Bauer's 'tunneling' strategy aims to make Clev eland Indians pitcher more effective late in games 
By Joe Noga, cleveland.com jnoga@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Trevor Bauer isn't trying to reinvent the wheel, but he is putting his own spin on a pitching strategy that aims to make him 
more effective as he gets deeper into each start for the Cleveland Indians. 
 
After pitching seven innings of shutout ball against Chicago on Monday, Bauer credited the "tunneling approach" he's developed with making 
his pitching repertoire more effective late in games. 
 
"I try to throw everything right down the middle, start it down the middle and let it break," he said. "I can split the plate three different levels, 
north and south, east and west." 
 
Bauer said his four-seam fastball ends up at the top of the strike zone. His cut fastball and changeup end up mid-level, and his curveball ends 
up down in the zone. Bauer's two-seam fastball moves right and his newly-developed slider moves left. 
The more Bauer is able to execute those spots with each pitch, the more confusion he creates for hitters because they see the same look over 
and over, and the ball moves in different directions at different speeds. 
 
"I get better in executing those spots as the game goes along and the confusion factor mounts," he said. 
 



Bauer says the strategy has helped him focus on commanding his pitches in the strike zone and led to greater pitch count efficiency, helping 
him get deeper into each start. He said it's been his approach throughout his career, he's just been more effective in hitting his spots this year 
thanks to developing greater command of the pitches he has. 
 
"I haven't had the repertoire set up to be able to split the plate three ways, both up and down, left and right," he said. "A lot of it has to do with 
the differential command training that I do in the offseason and refining my delivery after the changes I went through in 2013." 
 
Manager Terry Francona credits some of Bauer's development to maturity on the part of the pitcher, but also pointed out that it's nice to be able 
to dig deep and know you've got what it takes to finish a hitter off. 
 
"I give him a lot of credit for keeping his arm in such good shape that he can rear back late in the game and he can find more fastball when he 
needs it," Francona said. 
 
Another important key, Bauer said, is having faith in the composition of each of his pitches and the confidence to throw them in any given 
situation. 
 
 
"Just try to center-cut the plate and trust that the stuff is designed correctly so that it's just tough to hit," he said. 
 
Francona sees Bauer becoming more effective the deeper he goes into each start. 
 
"What's so impressive is as he gets into the game it just seems like he gets better," Francona said. "He holds his stuff and because he hasn't 
been going so many deep counts and his stuff gets better, he's every bit as effective." 
 
Bauer said he is satisfied with the impact that adding a slider to his game plan has had on the rest of his pitches. So far, the pitch has been 
better than he would have imagined, even if it's not quite yet a top five pitch in the league by his own estimation. 
 
"It's a testament to the people that I worked with that suggested and that encouraged me to add that lateral breaking pitch, and the knowledge 
they have," he said. "Overall, it's been extremely encouraging. It's played better than what I could've imagined." 
 
Trevor Bauer strikes out eight to lead Cleveland In dians past Chicago White Sox, 6-2 
By Joe Noga, cleveland.comjnoga@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Rain was just about the only thing that put up a fight against Indians pitcher Trevor Bauer on Monday. The Chicago White 
Sox never got to him, but a 35-minute weather delay ended his night in the seventh inning of the Tribe's 6-2 victory at Progressive Field. 
 
Bauer (6-5, 2.50) continued to pile up strikeouts, moving into a tie for second place on the American League leaderboard with eight whiffs. His 
effort led the Indians to their sixth win in eight games against the Sox. 
 
 
He matched Boston's Chris Sale with 129 strikeouts, trailing AL leader Gerritt Cole of Houston. Cole entered his start Monday against Tampa 
Bay with a league-high 130. 
 
Manager Terry Francona said Bauer has been able to maintain his velocity and movement, and actually get better as games wear on. 
 
"A lot of pitchers get through that third time through the order and you start to worry a little bit," Francona said. "But because he hasn't been 
going to so many deep counts and his stuff gets better, he's every bit as effective." 
 
Bauer fell short of extending his streak of double-digit strikeout starts, but picked up the fifth win in his last seven outings. He threw 100 pitches 
and lowered his earned-run average to 2.50 on the season. Bauer entered the game with at least 10 strikeouts in five of his last six 
appearances. 
 
"He works so hard to get ahead and throw strike one and then put guys away," catcher Roberto Perez said of Bauer. "He's pitching his tail off 
and hopefully he keeps doing that the rest of the way." 
 
Heavy rain forced the delay that ended Bauer's outing in the seventh. It was Bauer's second consecutive start against Chicago after he took a 
tough-luck loss Wednesday in a game that saw him strike out 12 and allow just three runs in 7 2/3 innings. 
He was even better on Monday, taking advantage of two double plays in the first three innings to keep Chicago's offense from ever mounting a 
serious threat. 
 
Bauer pushed Francona for the chance to finish the game following the delay. He joked afterward that pitching coach Carl Willis was lucky he 
didn't have to deliver the news that the right-hander was not going back out for the eighth. 
 
"I told him anyone but Tito and I was throwing fists," Bauer said with a grin. "I'm sitting there in the dugout thinking, 'You know, the hard stuff is 
not going to come down for quite a while.'"  
 
Trevor Bauer joked that he was going to "throw fists" when he was taken out of Monday's game during the rain delay. #Indians 
pic.twitter.com/SzsGuf1ovn 
 



-- clevelanddotcom (@clevelanddotcom) June 19, 2018 
Right-hander Evan Marshall relieved Bauer after the rain delay in the eighth, allowing a run on two hits before leaving with right elbow 
soreness. Dan Otero pitched the ninth inning for Cleveland, allowing a solo home run to Chicago's Matt Davidson. 
 
Jason Kipnis drove in a pair of runs on three hits, including a solo home run in the fifth inning against White Sox starter Dylan Covey (3-2, 2.90) 
that gave the Indians a 5-0 advantage. 
 
Kipnis raised his season batting average to .208, including five home runs and 27 RBI. He entered the game hitting .195 in the month of June, 
but his effort at the plate caught the attention of his starting pitcher. 
"Kip's year hasn't gone the way he's wanted so far, but his mindset and his attitude and stuff like that has been awesome" Bauer said. "So, I'm 
really happy that he had a night like tonight." 
 
Cleveland got on the scoreboard with three runs in the second inning thanks to a White Sox error and a vanishing act as Perez made the 
baseball disappear into the right field wall. Perez drove a Covey pitch to right for a bases-loaded ground rule double that brought home Lonnie 
Chisenhall and Rajai Davis. The ball disappeared on the fly between the wall pad and a chain link fence that separates fans from field level. 
 
Big Hit Bob! 
Roberto Perez with a 2-run double to give the @Indians a 2-0 lead in the 2nd inning. #RallyTogether pic.twitter.com/00VhADgVfW 
-- SportsTime Ohio (@SportsTimeOhio) June 18, 2018 
Cleveland added another run in the third when Kipnis drove in Davis with an RBI single to right. Davis had reached on a fielder's choice and 
taken second on an error when Sox first baseman Jose Abreu couldn't handle Covey's pickoff throw. 
 
The Indians batted 1-for-3 with a walk, a strikeout and three RBI in four opportunities with the bases loaded. Chisenhall forced home a run in 
the sixth when he drew a bases-loaded walk against Chicago reliever Hector Santiago. 
Rain or shine 
Monday's game entered a rain delay at 9:35 p.m. with the Indians batting in the bottom of the seventh inning. Crews pulled the tarp and play 
resumed after a 35-minute delay. The last time a game at Progressive Field was shortened by rain was Sept. 20, 2013 against Houston in the 
top of the seventh inning with the Indians in front, 2-1. 
 
What it means 
Cleveland has won 18 of its last 24 games against the White Sox since April of 2017, and improved its record to 6-2 against the South Siders 
this season. The first-place Tribe picked up a half-game in the American League Central Division standings over the second-place Tigers, who 
were idle. Cleveland's lead is now three games in the division. 
 
The pitches 
Bauer threw 100 pitches, 59 (59 percent) for strikes. Covey threw 94 pitches, 56 (59 percent) for strikes. 
 
Thanks for coming 
 
The White Sox and Indians drew 17,271 fans to Progressive Field on a steamy Monday evening. First pitch was at 7:10 p.m with a temperature 
of 89 degrees. 
 
Next 
The series continues Tuesday at Progressive Field as RHP Mike Clevinger (5-2, 3.15) takes the mound for the Indians. Chicago will counter 
with LHP Carlos Rodon (0-1, 3.60). First pitch is scheduled for 7:10 p.m. SportsTime Ohio, WTAM 1100 AM and WMMS 100.7 FM will carry the 
game. 
 
Cleveland Indians, Chicago White Sox enter rain del ay during Monday's series opener 
By Joe Noga, cleveland.comjnoga@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Rain halted play between the Cleveland Indians and Chicago White Sox during the bottom of the seventh inning with the 
Tribe in front, 6-0, in Monday's series opener at Progressive Field.  
 
Francisco Lindor was at the plate facing Chicago's Juan Minaya with Roberto Perez at second base following a one-out double when crew chief 
Ted Barrett called for the tarp to cover the infield.  
Indians pitcher Trevor Bauer worked seven scoreless innings, allowing three hits and striking out eight with two walks. Jason Kipnis collected 
three hits and a pair of RBI including a solo home run in the fifth inning. Perez has a pair of doubles and two RBI, and Michael Brantley has two 
base hits.  
 
The last time a game at Progressive Field was shortened by rain was Sept. 20, 2013 against Houston in the top of the seventh inning with the 
Indians in front, 2-1. 
 
Cleveland Indians relieved as tests come back negati ve on Carlos Carrasco's injured right elbow 
By Joe Noga, cleveland.comjnoga@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Tests on starting pitcher Carlos Carrasco's injured right elbow came back negative and the Cleveland Indians right-
hander will be re-evaluated on Wednesday, manager Terry Fracnona said. 
 
The news came as a relief to Francona and the Indians as it appears right now that Carrasco will not be dealing with anything more significant 
than a bad bruise after taking a line shot off the bat of Minnesota's Joe Mauer in the second inning Saturday. 



Francona said Carrasco will continue to be treated for swelling and then start to work on strength and range of motion in the injured joint in the 
next few days. 
 
"He still got hit really hard and there's some trauma," Francona said. "So we dodged a huge bullet. The hope would be, once he gets the 
swelling out of there, that he'll come (back) quick because it's a bruise and it could have been a lot worse." 
Francona was not exaggerating when he said everybody in the organization is relieved by the news. 
 
"He's been hit before and you think, 'OK will it bother him?'" Francona said. "But I think he's champing at the bit to get this out of there and start 
pitching again." 
 
Carrasco has been hit by line drives to the mound on no less than four occasions in his major league career. Most significantly at the end of the 
2016 season when a line drive by Detroit's Ian Kinsler broke his pitching hand and forced him to miss the postseason. And in 2015 when Melky 
Cabrera's liner hit him in the left cheek. 
 
Francona said he does not expect this latest injury to affect Carrasco's performance once he does climb back on the mound. 
 
"Guys get a little jumpy," Francona said. "It's easy to tell him, 'Hey, don't worry about it,' I'm not the one standing out there. But with Carlos, this 
is fourth time, and I've never seen any ill effects before. I don't anticipate any going forward. I think he's just glad that it's a bruise and to see 
how quick he can get better." 
 
Meanwhile, rookie starter Adam Plutko will move to the bullpen for the next week, Francona said, in order to keep the Tribe's starting rotation 
on its regular rest. The Indians have an off day on Thursday and begin a 10-day road trip to three cities beginning June 25. 
"We're going to keep guys on their day," Francona said. "We're going to put Plutko in the bullpen until the second game in St. Louis, so that will 
keep Kluber on Wednesday, Bieber Friday, keep guys right in order and then the second day in St. Louis we'll need a start and that will be 
Plutko." 
 
Cleveland Indians option OF Greg Allen to Class AAA  Columbus, activate 1B Yonder Alonso 
By Joe Noga, cleveland.comjnoga@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Outfielder Greg Allen has been optioned to Class AAA Columbus and first baseman Yonder Alonso has rejoined the 
Cleveland Indians for Monday's series opener against the Chicago White Sox, the team announced. 
 
In other moves, the Indians have signed left-handed reliever Marc Rzepczynski to a minor-league contract and assigned him to the Triple-A 
Columbus roster. Rzepczynski made 145 relief appearances for the Indians from 2013-15. 
Allen was informed he would be optioned to the minors on Friday when Cleveland activated OF Tyler Naquin from the 10-day disabled list and 
placed Alonso on the family medical leave list, giving the infielder a minimum of three days away from the club. 
 
Francona said he told Allen that during this stint in Columbus he should try to find enjoyment in doing the little things to help a team win.  
 
"The hitting part is obvious, he's got things to work on and he knows that," Francona said. "But, when you do it in Triple-A or Double-A and then 
you play in the Major Leagues, the guys learn quickly how one play can change a game."  
 
Allen batted .204 with a home run and three RBI in 35 games, playing in center field and right since joining the Indians May 6 when Bradley 
Zimmer injured himself in New York. 
 
Allen heated up at the plate toward the end of May, batting a season-high .286 during a seven-game hitting streak that included a walk-off 
home run in extra innings against Houston on May 27. But he cooled off once the calendar flipped to June, batting just .083 (3-for-36) in 13 
June appearances. 
 
Rzepczynski, 32, spent 2017 and the first two months of the 2018 season with Seattle before being designated for assignment on June 1 and 
later released. 
He posted an ERA of 2.70 across 145 relief outings with Cleveland, appearing in a career-high 73 games in 2014. The Oak Lawn, Illinois native 
has a career 3.92 ERA in 501 Major League games since debuting with Toronto in 2009. Left-handed hitters are batting .225 against him in his 
career. 
 
"We're down to one lefty right now, so it's a guy that certainly could come here and help, for sure," Francona said. "He didn't sign to stay in 
Triple-A. I think he signed because he liked it here and I think he also knows Chris and those guys, they're so honest about the way they go 
about things, that he wouldn't get stuck there." 
 
The Indians also announced that outfielder Melky Cabrera, who appeared in 17 games for the club, has cleared waivers and elected to become 
a free agent. The Indians designated Cabrera for assignment on June 13. 
 
Indians 6, White Sox 2: 11 Walk-Off Thoughts on Tre vor Bauer jokingly ‘throwing fists’ if anyone but T erry Francona was taking him 
out, a solid Caddyshack quote, a tunneling approach and Roberto Perez’s sick game 
by Ryan Lewis 
Here are 11 Walk-Off Thoughts after the Indians’ 6-2 win over the Chicago White Sox Monday night. 
 



1. Trevor Bauer probably hates being taken out of a game just about as much as any pitcher alive today. He’d gleefully throw 300-plus innings if 
he could. He’s complained before about being held down by traditional views on pitch counts. He’d probably rather follow a schedule likened 
more-so to Old Hoss Radbourn than today’s measured, more cautious five-man rotations. 
 
2. So as the rains came down and Bauer sat in the dugout at 100 pitches, he didn’t want to come out of the game. Often times, a rain delay 
means the end of that pitcher’s day. Bauer wanted to stay in. He was cruising, having tossed seven scoreless already with eight strikeouts. 
Without a rain delay, he would have gone out for the eighth and possibly the ninth. And he pushed hard to do that despite the 35-minute delay. 
 
3. Said manager Terry Francona: “Boy, I give him credit, man. Even during the rain delay he was politicking. It just doesn’t make sense to be, 
but I gotta tell you, I mean, if you’re going to get into a little bit of a push and shove, I like it that he wants to stay in. I respect the hell out of that. 
I just didn’t think it made sense. I don’t have any doubt he could have done it, too. I just think for the longevity of his career, things like that, it 
didn’t make a lot of sense.” 
 
4. Joked Bauer, while also delivering a terrific Caddyshack reference: “Carl Willis was lucky he didn’t come tell me. I told him any one but Tito 
and I was throwing fists. I’m sitting there in the dugout thinking, ‘You know, the hard stuff is not going to come down for quite a while. The Lord 
would never disrupt the best game of my life.’ Apparently, he did. Just happy the team got a win honestly.” 
 
5. Bauer only continues to bolster what is an early Cy Young case. He now owns a 2.50 ERA, a 2.28 FIP, an 11.53 K/9 rate and 3.6 fWAR. 
He’s in the top-4 in the league in all of those categories. He’s struck out at least eight hitters in five consecutive starts and he’s now struck out 
129 hitters this season, the most by an Indians hitter through the team’s first 71 games since Sam McDowell had 151 in that time frame in 
1970, though he also had more starts in which to do it. In his last seven starts, he’s posted a 1.99 ERA and 72 strikeouts in 49 2/3 innings. With 
his scientifically-designed slider, he’s been mowing down lineups. 
 
6. Bauer’s scientifically-designed slider has been even better than he imagined it could be, ranked as one of the 10-best sliders in the game by 
FanGraphs. To go along with the fastball-curveball combination that he’s leaned on for so long, this new slider has added another dimension to 
his repitoire. And, it’s allowed him to utilize a “tunneling” technique, which is essentially driving pitches to the same area—that look the same to 
the hitter at first—and allowing the different movement of his expanded arsenal keep hitters off balance. Instead of trying to overpower hitters or 
try to pick at the corners too much, Bauer can trust his stuff and pound the strike zone. 
 
7. Josh Tomlin spoke the other day that perhaps the biggest element that has allowed Bauer to go on this run is that he trusts his stuff enough 
to throw it all in the strike zone. Well, Bauer now has the command and the right mix of pitches to do it. And, he’s been one of the game’s best 
pitchers with everything finally clicking. 
 
8. Explained Bauer: “Yeah, I felt loose my body just didn’t want to, my hips weren’t turning over and stuff, it just wasn’t linking up and then once 
I kind of got in a groove there, the velocity started coming back and I think a lot of that has to do with the tunneling approach I designed into my 
repertoire. I try to throw everything right down the middle, start it down the middle and let it break so the four-season ends up at the top of the 
zone and I have a cutter, more like a gyro-slider and a changeup that ends up like mid-level and a curve ball that ends up down and then I have 
a two-seam that ends up arm side and the gyro-slider that basically ends up in the middle and a slider that ends up on the left side. So I can 
split the plate three different levels, north and south, east and west and so the more I’m able to execute those spots, with given  pitches, the 
more confusion there is in the hitters because they see the same look over and over, and the ball goes different ways at different speeds and 
what not, so I get better in executing those spots as the game goes long and the confusion factor mounts as well so it’s kind of a combination of 
both of those things, I would think, I don’t have any hard data on it, that’s just speculation but that’s a guess.” 
 
9. Roberto Perez came through with arguably the night’s biggest hit, a two-run double that just missed being a grand slam in the second inning. 
He also threw out Yoan Moncada trying to steal in the first inning and helped to guide Bauer through his strong outing. He also did it all while 
feeling under the weather. He wasn’t sure if he’d end up playing and was low on energy. He certainly came through on Monday night, playing 
the biggest role in the Indians jumping out to an early lead, which they held for the entire night. It wasn’t exactly Michael Jordan being carried 
off the court, but, Perez catching in 90-plus-degree weather and coming through with a key hit is noteworthy enough. 
 
10. Said Perez: “I didn’t have any energy today, coming into the game I didn’t know if I was going to play or not because of the way I felt. But it 
was just, bases loaded and I was trying to put the ball in play and not trying to do too much. Maybe that’s what I need. I need to be sick for the 
rest of the season. It was nice to get a couple of runs on the board for Bauer. I felt really good after that one.” 
 
11. Added Francona: “It kind of gets lost late but that was a nice strike-em-out-throw-em-out to kind of shorten up the inning. Because he was 
really sick, too, he was dragging. Maybe it was good because he looked so relaxed because he didn’t have much energy. But he took a really 
good swing and he took a good swing later and that was obviously a huge hit. A couple days in a row we got the bases loaded and a big hit.” 
 
Indians 6, White Sox 2: Trevor Bauer pitches seven scoreless innings, Indians cruise over White Sox 
by Beacon Journal/Ohio.com 
CLEVELAND: Trevor Bauer’s onslaught against anyone who steps in the batter’s box against him continued as the Indians cruised to a 6-2 win 
over the Chicago White Sox Monday night. 
 
Bauer (6-5) dominated the hapless White Sox (24-47), allowing only three hits and striking out eight in seven innings at Progressive Field. In 
the process, he lowered his ERA to 2.50 and notched his fifth consecutive start with at least eight strikeouts. 
 
The win included a 35-minute delay in the bottom of the seventh inning when heavy rains forced both teams off the field. 
 



Had Bauer reached 10 strikeouts for the fifth consecutive start, he would have joined Corey Kluber as the only pitchers in franchise history to 
accomplish the feat. The rain delay, though, denied Bauer the chance to notch the two strikeouts he needed over the final two innings, and he 
exited after throwing 100 pitches. 
 
It was Bauer’s third outing this season in which he pitched at least six innings without allowing a run, and the sixth time this year he has lasted 
at least that long while allowing no more than one run. 
 
The only White Sox runner to reach second base against Bauer was Matt Davidson, who doubled to right field (although his advancement was 
aided by a misplay by Lonnie Chisenhall). 
 
After the delay, the Indians (38-33) turned to the bullpen and reliever Evan Marshall, who after facing four batters exited the game with right 
elbow soreness. Neil Ramirez came on to finish the eighth and Dan Otero worked the ninth, allowing a solo home run to Matt Davidson. 
 
The Indians had little trouble with White Sox starter Dylan Covey (3-2). Three singles — two that never left the infield — loaded the bases in the 
second inning for Roberto Perez, who drove a Covey pitch so hard that it became lodged in the right-field wall for a two-run ground-run double. 
Francisco Lindor followed with a sacrifice fly to center field to extend the Indians’ lead to 3-0. 
 
Jason Kipnis drove in Rajai Davis with a single to right field an inning later and then in the fifth blasted a solo home run, his third hit of the night 
and fifth home run of the season, to put the Indians on top 5-0. For Kipnis, it was just his second three-hit game of the season, a needed night 
for a struggling second baseman who finally has his season average (.207) above the Mendoza Line. 
 
The Indians loaded the bases again, this time against Hector Santiago, in the sixth on a walk and two singles. After Edwin Encarnacion and 
Yonder Alonso struck out, Lonnie Chisenhall walked to bring in a run and cap the Indians’ scoring. 
 
Alonso went 0-for-4 in his return from the Family Medical Emergency List, on which he remained for three days to deal with a family matter. 
Ryan Lewis can be reached at rlewis@thebeaconjournal.com. Read the Indians blog at http://www.ohio.com/indians. Follow him on Twitter at  
Indians notebook: Manager Terry Francona relieved w hen tests confirm Carlos Carrasco’s diagnosis of elb ow contusion: ‘We dodged 
a huge bullet’ 
CLEVELAND: The Indians received some major relief with the results of tests done on Carlos Carrasco’s throwing elbow, which all came back 
negative on Monday. 
 
The results confirmed the diagnosis that Carrasco sustained only a contusion on his right elbow when he was drilled by a line drive hit by the 
Minnesota Twins’ Joe Mauer on Saturday. 
 
“We dodged a huge bullet,” Indians manager Terry Francona said. “The hope would be, once he gets the swelling out of there, that he’ll come 
quick because it’s a bruise and it could have been a lot worse.” 
 
Carrasco will be treated for a few days and then re-evaluated on Wednesday to determine a timetable for his return. The fact that there isn’t a 
fracture, though, drastically reduces how long he could be sidelined. 
 
Carrasco has had some terrible luck with being hit by comebackers, including a line drive by Ian Kinsler that ended his 2016 season and forced 
him to miss the entire postseason and a ball hit by Melky Cabrera in 2015 that hit his face, among others. 
 
Francona said he hasn’t seen the earlier incidents change Carrasco’s mechanics, which can happen with pitchers. 
 
“Yeah, sure, guys get a little jumpy,” Francona said. “It’s easy to tell him, ‘Hey, don’t worry about it,’ [but] I’m not the one standing out there. 
Yeah, I certainly have [seen that] but Carlos … I’ve never seen any ill effects before, and I don’t anticipate any going forward. I think he’s just 
glad that it’s a bruise and see how quick he can get better.” 
 
The initial plan with the starting rotation is to keep Corey Kluber, Trevor Bauer, Mike Clevinger and Shane Bieber on their current days, with 
Adam Plutko going to the bullpen until he is needed as a fifth starter on June 26 in St. Louis. Bieber for the time being has slotted into 
Carrasco’s spot. 
 
The Indians are off on Thursday, giving them some flexibility. 
 
Roster moves 
The Indians activated first baseman Yonder Alonso off the Family Medical Emergency List on Monday and optioned outfielder Greg Allen to 
Triple-A Columbus. 
 
Alonso was on the list dealing with a family matter for three days. Allen hit .204 with a home run, three doubles, three RBI and four stolen bases 
in 110 plate appearances with the Indians. 
 
“The biggest thing [in the team’s message to Allen] was to try to enjoy doing the little things to help a team win,” Francona said. “The hitting part 
is obvious. He’s got things to work on and he knows that. But, when you do it in Triple-A or Double-A and then you play in the Major Leagues, 
the guys learn quickly how one play can change a game. 
 
“And [bench coach Brad Mills] was in there, too, and he used a good word. He said, ‘You can build up momentum even without getting hits.’ 
And I thought it was a really good way of saying it.” 



Reliever Marc Rzepczynski was also signed to a minor-league deal and assigned to Triple-A, offering the Indians additional depth as a left-
handed option out of the bullpen. Rzepczynski has pitched only 7⅔ innings this season in the majors, all with the Seattle Mariners, and has a 
9.39 ERA. 
 
He was with the Indians from 2013-2015, putting together a collective 2.70 ERA in 86⅔ innings. 
 
Starting 9: The center-field question mark and a case for Tyler Naquin, pitching depth is fleeting, and more 
 
Travis Sawchik Jun 18, 2018  4   
1: Center field remains a potential area of need for the Indians, and it remains in flux as the club activated Tyler Naquin from the disabled list 
last week and thrust him into center. Naquin earned three consecutive starts over the weekend. After Bradley Zimmer was demoted earlier this 
month, Greg Allen appears to be the most recent odd man out of work in center field where the Indians rank 25th in the majors with 0.0 WAR 
from their center fielders. The Indians have only produced less value in right field (-0.1 WAR) among position groups, according to FanGraphs. 
 
Naquin deserves an extended look in center. In 494 career plate appearances, Naquin has a .296/.360/.482 slash line and 123 wRC+. It’s 
above-average offensive production, though it’s inflated by Naquin’s career batting average on balls in play of .401 to date. Still, Naquin might 
be the best offensive option the club has internally in center field and perhaps the club can live with his uneven defensive game there. Given 
the strikeout nature of the staff, and the strikeout levels of the game, the number of defensive chances in the sport have declined by 20 percent 
in a decade. It makes sense for the Indians to explore trading some offense for defense in center. 
 
Due to injuries last season, the Indians were willing to experiment with Lonnie Chisenhall and Jason Kipnis in center field. Kipnis, who hadn’t 
regularly played center field since his days at Arizona State, started in center field in the ALDS against the Yankees. 
 
Rajai Davis has a career 107 wRC+ against left-handed pitching and he might be able to form an effective platoon with Naquin in center. 
 
2: The Indians could also look at external upgrades. The Blue Jays, which ought to begin shedding assets, have a center fielder in Kevin Pillar 
who could impact the game defensively, though he might be enough of an overall upgrade over an Allen, Zimmer of Naquin to pay a premium 
to acquire. Adam Jones might be available but he’s also in decline. If the Indians really want to become creative, this contributor has suggested 
the Reds out to move the elite base-running and center-field defending Billy Hamilton to a contender where he becomes an unusual super-sub 
who could better impact games and utilize his speed and defense in entering games early as a pinch-runner and then remaining in the game in 
center field. 
3: While the average major-league starter’s pitches per start have fallen to a record low 90 pitches per start, the Astros (100 pitches) and 
Indians (99) are outliers with their starters. 
 
While modern sabermetric thought has it that starters should pitch less deep into games and typically avoid facing opponents three or more 
times, the Astros’ and Indians’ starters are still superior than most of their bullpen options in the mid and even later innings. Still, the Indians 
ought to be careful about wearing down their starting pitchers in the first half of the season. 
 
For instance, Corey Kluber — who missed a month last season — saw his velocity drop in his last inning Friday and was limited to 65 pitches. 
A day later, Carlos Carrasco was hit with a line drive and had to leave his start, though he apparently avoided serious injury as X-rays were 
negative. He’s been placed on the disabled list. The Indians know how fleeting starting pitching depth is as Carrasco missed the 2016 
postseason. 
 
4: In regard to starting pitching depth, Shane Bieber’s start Sunday was encouraging as he struck out seven and walked just one in picking up 
his first major-league win. Bieber is regarded as the second-best pitching prospect in the system after Triston McKenzie, but he might have the 
highest floor as some evaluators have projected his command to have a future grade of 80, the top mark on the 20-to-80 scouting scale. 
Bieber’s emergence would help allow the Indians to stay out of the starting pitching market this summer should they have a depth need. 
 
5: Speaking of breakouts, entering the weekend, over the prior month, Trevor Bauer led all major-league pitchers in WAR (2.1) followed by the 
Mets’ Jacob deGrom and Kluber. If the first half ended today, there’s no doubt Bauer should be on the All-Star Game roster. Bauer is not only 
the most deserving first-time, All-Star candidate in the game but also an AL Cy Young contender. Bauer is fifth in baseball in pitching WAR and 
trails only Justin Verlander and Luis Severino in the American League. 
 
Eight All-Star pitchers are selected by players (Five starters and three relievers) and four are selected by the commissioner’s office. 
 
6: Bauer has given the Indians another legit top-of-the-rotation presence, which is crucial come October. He has been surging with four 
consecutive 10-plus strikeout performances. The slider he developed over the offseason has become a legit-plus offering along with his 
curveball. His command continues to improve, and he’s averaged at least 95 mph with his fastball in every start since April 25. Few talk about 
Bauer’s changeup, but it has the same amount of fade (-10 inches) as Stephen Strasburg’s changeup. 
 
7: While the Indians’ starting rotation has been improving (assuming it remains healthy) and can perhaps challenge the Astros for supremacy in 
the American League, which is crucial in the postseason, the Indians bullpen has quietly been settling down. Neil Ramírez has been a find as 
has veteran lefty Oliver Perez. Perez gives the Indians another left-handed option which should help allow the club to place Tyler Olson, when 
he is healthy, into more of a left-handed specialist role. 
 
Olson has faced 40 left-handed and 39 right-handed batters this season. Righties are slashing .353/.436/.647 against him. 
Lefties?.216/.275/.378. Olson, when he returns, shouldn’t face so many right-handed batters. 
 



The Indians have made some upgrades cheaply. Perez, career .228/.317/.365 slash line versus lefties, helps. Ramirez helps. But there is still 
improvement to be made, particularly from the right-handed side in the bullpen. 
 
8: One benefit of playing in the AL Central is the Indians can essentially focus on moves that will optimize their playoff roster in October. The 
Indians have 96 percent odds of reaching the postseason, according to FanGraphs. Their only real competition, the Twins, are under .500 and 
own 5 percent odds. While the Indians rotation is shaping into form, assuming it remains healthy, while the bullpen is improving, it still makes 
some sense to try to add at least one above-average reliever to strengthen and 
deepen the bullpen and provide insurance should Andrew Miller or Cody Allen not be healthy in October. 
 
Bullpen innings keep increasing in October as the game continues to specialize to seek favorable matchups in leverage situations. The game 
also warps in the postseason as there are more off days and urgency, teams shed fifth and sometimes fourth starters. For instance, last 
season, bullpens accounted for a major-league record 38.1 percent of innings thrown in the regular season. In the postseason, bullpens 
accounted for 46.4 percent of the innings. 
 
9: The Indians placed five prospects on FanGraphs’ midseason updated rankings in Francisco Mejia (No. 19), Triston McKenzie (No. 48), 
Shane Bieber (No. 64), Yu Chang (No. 70) and Bobby Bradley (No. 101). Baseball America has video and an update on McKenzie, who has 
made two starts in returning from his forearm injury. McKenzie gets high marks for his fastball command and the shape and depth of his 
curveball. If the Indians want to make a major add at the deadline, they have the young assets to do it. The Padres and Orioles are non-
contenders loaded with bullpen assets. 
STAT OF THE WEEK: 4 
Number of American League teams with playoff odds above 95 percent, according to FanGraphs: Indians, Yankees, Astros and Red Sox. 
STAT OF THE WEEK II: 9 
Number of American League teams with playoff odds below 5 percent, according to FanGraphs: Blue Jays, Orioles, Rays, Tigers, Royals, 
White Sox, Twins, A’s and Rangers. 
STAT OF THE WEEK: 8.3 
Combined WAR of José Ramírez (4.6) and Francisco Lindor (3.7), who rank second and fourth among position players in WAR. (Mike Trout 
ranks first and Mookie Betts ranks third.) Ramirez and Lindor have accounted for 70.3 percent of the Indians’ position player WAR. Few if any 
teams lean more upon two stars than the Indians. 
 
HE SAID IT 
“I’m not a power hitter, I continue to say I’m not a power hitter. When I try to hit home runs, they don’t go out, and I slump. Whenever I stick to 
my game plan, which is line drives, they go out. And that’s how I know I’m not a power hitter. And José’s not a power hitter, either. He learned 
how to hit. He always knew how to hit, but he became better and he’s driving the ball.” — Lindor, who is a power hitter … as is Ramírez. What’s 
interesting is that in recent years it is elite contact hitters, like Lindor, Ramírez and Justin Turner in Los Angeles and Daniel Murphy in 
Washington, who have been able to add loft and power. As the scouting axiom goes, it’s easier to teach a hitter power than how to contact the 
ball. 
 
A Trip Around the Farm: After tough April, Andrew Ca lica adjusts to flourish in the heat 
By Michael Hattery 2h ago  
Andrew Calica is an athletic but unimposing young man with the slender frame one would expect from a center fielder in Double-A. He also 
brings a polished all-fields approach from the left side of the plate, and that has the University of California at Santa Barbara prospect 
demolishing Double-A pitching and forcing teams to take notice. 
 
Through 53 games in Akron, Calica is raking to the tune of a .316/.425/.453 slash line. He has even converted on 12 of his 14 stolen base 
attempts. Of course, there are a few fringe indicators of regression in some categories — like an unreasonably high .416 batting average on 
balls in play — but even there, Calica can expect to run an elite rate because of above-average speed and his disciplined approach. 
As you can see, Calica uses the complete field, important for a hit tool-first player because it means he cannot be shifted heavily to suppress 
his batting average. 
 
Using the whole field is more a reflection of adjustments than instinct. 
 
“It is more adjusting approach based upon the pitcher, figuring out what the pitcher is trying to do to the hitters and playing off that, using that as 
my approach, changing that from at-bat to at-bat and from game to game,” Calica said. 
 
Calica has a 10.4 percent walk rate in Akron with a 20 percent strikeout rate. He is 24 years old, close enough to the average age in Double-A 
to not highlight it as an advantage area. In this sense, the discipline numbers, which are a positive indicator, should be viewed with the context 
that the college bat still is facing some young, command-weak arms he can exploit. 
 
Yet, talking to Calica, it is clear that he takes a nuanced approach to hitting and is constantly willing to make adjustments to improve day to day 
and plate appearance to plate appearance. He is willing to choke up with two strikes and in situations when contact is paramount. 
 
While Calica’s season line is exemplary, he struggled with a .660 OPS in April. His ability to step back and adjust has been most striking. 
 
“[I am happiest with] the adjustments I made from the first month,” Calica said. “I felt like there was some fine-tuning that Kevin Howard and I 
worked on with just my balance and my approach at the plate. Small adjustments helped me find consistency.” 
 
Balance and the role it plays in improving discipline were central to his April adjustments. 
 



“I think it is just getting balanced,” he said, “which helps me see the ball a little bit longer, have a more consistent approach on pitches, stay off 
lower pitches.” 
 
Blue chip production 
(Updates on former first-/second-round picks and major international signees) 
 
Nolan Jones: Jones has been unstoppable for the past month, posting a 1.005 OPS in the past 28 days with five home runs, five doubles and 
13 walks. Once the hits started to fall and the weather turned, Jones has all but guaranteed he will spend a portion of the second half with a 
promotion to Lynchburg. 
 
Will Benson: The story continues for Benson, marginally improved contact skills, improved walk rate, continued power production and an 
abysmal batting average. Benson will probably never run a high average because of his contact limitations, but the extent of his struggles (.197) 
are eye-popping. Perhaps a smile from the BABIP gods will have his line looking better at the end of July. 
 
Brady Aiken: Aiken has still not been assigned to an affiliate be it short season or full season with radio silence from Goodyear. 
 
System News: With the MLB draft now complete, the Indians’ short-season affiliates are now opening up for the season. Mahoning Valley 
began last week. Arizona League short season began Monday night. Following a big draft, in terms of first-round and compensatory picks — as 
well as an impactful 2017 international signing period — the Indians will have top-flight talent at both levels, which will be featured more in the 
coming weeks. 
 
Hot three hitters (Last 28 Days) 
Name Level AVG OBP ISO K% 
Francisco Mejia Columbus (AAA) .343 .373 .243 15.50% 
Nolan Jones Lake County (A) .337 .427 .241 22.90% 
Andrew Calica Akron (AA) .316 .481 .165 24.70% 
  
Hot three pitchers 
Name Level IP ERA K/9 BB/9 
Mitch Brown* Akron (AA) 27.1 1.32 12.20 3.60 
Justin Garza Lynchburg (A+) 41.2 3.89 10.20 2.70 
Sam Hentges Lynchburg (A+) 67.1 3.21 8.70 3.90 
*Denotes reliever status. 
 
MRI: Indians’ Carlos Carrasco suffers only a bruise  on scary play 
By Tom Withers, The Associated Press 
POSTED: 06/18/18, 11:28 PM EDT | UPDATED: 3 HRS AGO # COMMENTS 
The Indians caught a lucky break. Carlos Carrasco is only bruised. 
 
An MRI taken June 18 revealed Cleveland’s steady starter only suffered a bruised right elbow when he was struck by a vicious line drive on 
Saturday against Minnesota. 
 
“We dodged a huge bullet,” said relieved Indians manager Terry Francona. 
 
Carrasco, who has previously sustained serious injuries after being hit by comebackers, will be treated for swelling over the next 48 hours 
before being evaluated on Wednesday.At this point, it’s expected that Carrasco will return to the rotation and mound once his stint on the 
disabled list ends. 
 
“He still got hit really hard and there’s some trauma,” Francona said before the Indians opened a three-game series with the Chicago White 
Sox. “The hope would be, once he gets the swelling out of there, that he’ll come quick because it’s a bruise and it could have been a lot worse.” 
 
In the second inning on Saturday, Twins star Joe Mauer hit a line drive that Carrasco couldn’t avoid. The 31-year-old, who has been one of the 
AL’s most consistent pitchers the past three seasons, braced himself before absorbing the liner. He was forced to leave the game and taken to 
the hospital. 
 
Carrrasco has a history of being hit on the mound. He was struck in the face in 2015 and then missed the 2016 playoffs after breaking his hand, 
a blow that left the Indians short one of their top pitchers during their run to the World Series. 
 
But despite Carrasco’s track record of being a target, Francona isn’t worried about the 31-year-old showing any jitters when he pitches. 
 
“He’s been hit before and you think, ‘OK will it bother him?”’ Francona said. “He’s been hit before so I think he’s champing at the bit to get this 
out of there and start pitching again. It’s easy to tell him, ‘Hey, don’t worry about it.’ I’m not the one standing out there. 
 
“This is fourth time, and I’ve never seen any ill effects before and I don’t anticipate any going forward. I think he’s just glad that it’s a bruise and 
see how quick he can get better.” 
 
Francona chalked up Carrasco’s mound misfortune to bad luck. 
 



“I do think there are pitchers that put themselves in a position where they are not able to field their position, but Carlos is fine,” Francona said. 
“He lands flat and he’s in a really good position, most of the time. The fact that he could get his hand up and kind of block it and not hit 
somewhere else.” 
 
Bauer tosses seven scoreless innings, Tribe tops Wh ite Sox on rainy night, 6-2 
By Tom Withers, The Associated Press 
Trevor Bauer turned from pitcher to politician to prize fighter. 
 
If the weather was going to finish him, Bauer was going down swinging. 
 
Bauer pitched seven scoreless innings before a rain delay ended his night, and Jason Kipnis homered to lead the Indians to a 6-2 win over the 
sliding and sloppy White Sox. 
Bauer (6-5) allowed just three hits, struck out eight and was in line to potentially pitch his first career shutout. However, after the game was 
halted in the seventh for 35 minutes, manager Terry Francona pulled the right-hander following the delay. 
Not before Bauer pleaded his case. 
 
“Carl Willis was lucky he didn’t come tell me,” Bauer said, referring to Cleveland’s pitching coach. “I told him any one but Tito and I was 
throwing fists.” 
 
Bauer was joking, of course, but Francona liked how his right-hander fought to remain in the game. 
 
“Boy, I give him credit, man,” Francona said. “Even during the rain delay he was politicking. It just doesn’t make sense. But I gotta tell you, if 
you’re going to get into a little bit of a push and shove, I like it that he wants to stay in. I respect the hell out of that. I just didn’t think it made 
sense. I don’t have any doubt he could have done it, too. “ 
 
Roberto Perez drove in two runs off Dylan Covey (3-2) as Cleveland improved to 15-4 in its last 19 home games against Chicago. 
 
The White Sox committed three errors — one by Covey — in the first three innings, lost their fifth straight and dropped a season-high 23 games 
under .500. 
 
Matt Davidson homered in the ninth for Chicago. 
 
White Sox manager Rick Renteria felt Covey deserved better. 
 
“Believe it or not even though Dylan did have a few walks, he didn’t throw the ball as badly as the numbers might show,” he said. “We didn’t 
defend for him. A lot of sloppy play out there to be honest. We just didn’t catch the ball and pick him up when we could have and he still ground 
out five innings.” 
 
Chicago’s hitters couldn’t get anything going against Bauer, who struck out 12 in a tough loss against the White Sox and Covey last week. 
Bauer was bidding to tie a club record held by two-time Cy Young Award winner Corey Kluber with his fifth consecutive game of at least 10 
strikeouts. 
 
Bauer got to eight, but was denied any more because of a line of storms off Lake Erie and Francona’s decision not to push him further. Bauer 
has thrown at least 100 pitches in all 16 starts this season. 
 
The enigmatic starter is crediting his success to some new pitches and a “tunneling approach” in which he divides the plate into quadrants. 
 
“The more I’m able to execute those spots, with given pitches, the more confusion there is in the hitters because they see the same look over 
and over, and the ball goes different ways at different speeds and what not,” he said. 
 
Perez’s two-run, ground-rule double highlighted Cleveland’s three-run second inning, which was set up by Chicago second baseman Yoan 
Moncada’s fielding error. 
 
Indians reliever Evan Marshall left in the eighth after complaining of elbow soreness. Francona said the team will likely have an update on him 
Wednesday. 
 
Looking for bullpen help, the Indians signed veteran reliever Marc Rzepczynski to a minor league deal and assigned him to Triple-A Columbus. 
The left-hander previously pitched for Cleveland from 2013-15, appearing in 145 games. 
 
The club currently needs a lefty reliever with both Andrew Miller and Tyler Olson on the disabled list. Rzepczynski could be an option. 
 
“It’s a guy we know,” Francona said. “We’re down to one lefty right now, so it’s a guy that certainly could come here and help. He didn’t sign to 
stay in Triple-A.” 
 
Francona joked that he still has trouble spelling the lefty’s last name. 
 
“I’ve got it in my phone: Z-E-P,” he said. 
 



White Sox >> Renteria said OF Avisail Garcia (strained right hamstring) is progressing well on a rehab assignment at Triple-A Charlotte. 
Garcia’s status will be reassessed after he plays Tuesday and Wednesday. He’s been on the disabled list since May 24. 
 
Indians >> OF Bradley Zimmer will undergo an MRI on his right shoulder. Zimmer felt discomfort while throwing after he initially strained the 
shoulder while doing drills after being sent to Columbus to work on his game. “I don’t think he thought it was anything, and it just didn’t feel 
good. So, we’re going to go ahead and get him looked at,” Francona said. 
 
Indians RHP Mike Clevinger will face the White Sox for the second straight start. He set a career high with 11 strikeouts and held Chicago to 
one run over seven innings last Thursday. Carlos Rodon will start for the White Sox. 
 
TRIBE NOTES Indians notes: Only a bruise is good ne ws for starter Carlos Carrasco after being hit by l ine drive 
Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle -TelegramPublished on June 18, 2018 | Updated 6:15 a . m. 
CLEVELAND — There was good news Monday where Carlos Carrasco is concerned. 
 
Multiple scans of Carrasco’s right elbow came back negative, with the right-hander diagnosed with only a bruise and expected to leave the 10-
day disabled list when he is eligible to return. 
 
Carrasco (8-5, 4.24 ERA) was placed on the injured list Sunday after being hit by a line drive off the bat of Minnesota’s Joe Mauer in the 
second inning Saturday. He is scheduled to be re-evaluated Wednesday, but the Indians are confident it’s a minor injury. 
 
“We dodged a huge bullet,” manager Terry Francona said. “The hope would be, once he gets the swelling out of there, that he’ll come quick 
because it’s a bruise and it could have been a lot worse.” 
 
This isn’t the first time Carrasco has been hit by a batted ball. It’s happened often actually, once on the foot against Boston in 2009, in the face 
by former teammate Melky Cabrera against the White Sox in 2015 and two years ago when he was struck by Detroit’s Ian Kinsler and 
sustained a broken hand that knocked him out of Cleveland’s World Series run. 
 
“He’s been hit before and you think, ‘OK, will it bother him?’ He’s been hit before so I think he’s champing at the bit to get this out of there and 
start pitching again,” Francona said. “(Sometimes) guys get a little jumpy (when they get hit). It’s easy to tell him, ‘Hey, don’t worry about it.’ I’m 
not the one standing out there. 
 
“This is the fourth time and I’ve never seen any ill effects before and I don’t anticipate any going forward. I think he’s just glad that it’s a bruise 
and see how quick he can get better.” 
 
Being struck so often is just bad luck for Carrasco, according to Francona. 
 
“I mean I do think there are pitchers that put themselves in a position where they are not able to field their position, but Carlos is fine,” he said. 
“He lands flat and he’s in a really good position, most of the time. The fact that he could get his hand up and kind of block it and not get hit 
somewhere else.” 
 
Making moves 
Yonder Alonso returned from the family medical emergency list and outfielder Greg Allen was optioned to Triple-A Columbus to clear a roster 
spot. 
Allen hit .204 with a home run and three RBIs in 34 games (27 starts). 
What was Francona’s message to the 25-year-old Allen? 
“The biggest thing was to try to enjoy doing the little things to help a team win,” Francona said. “The hitting part is obvious. He’s got things to 
work on and he knows that. But when you do it in Triple-A or Double-A and then you play in the major leagues, the guys learn quickly how one 
play can change a game. 
Francona said he talked to Allen about a play in Chicago last week when catcher Roberto Perez threw the ball away on a stolen base attempt. 
Allen was slow to back up the play. 
“If he’s there quicker, that guy can’t move up to third,” Francona said. “You don’t know, it could change the game. It doesn’t mean we’re going 
to win, but a guy on third with less than two outs, as opposed to a guy on second, is a big difference. I said, ‘Those are things that when you’re 
in the minor leagues, that’s development. When you’re here, it directly impacts us winning and losing.’” 
Cleveland signed former reliever Marc Rzepczynski to a minor league contract, assigning him to Columbus. The left-hander was designated for 
assignment by the Mariners on June 1 after posting a 9.39 ERA over 18 appearances and 7 2⁄3 innings. 
Rzepczynski, who pitched for the Indians from 2013-15, took his physical Monday and will begin pitching for Columbus today. If he shows 
anything, expect to see him on the big league level soon, with Andrew Miller and Tyler Olson (left lat strain) on the DL and Oliver Perez serving 
as the only left-hander in the bullpen. 
“I think any time we sign somebody, you hope, if they get here, they help,” Francona said. “It’s a guy we know. Everybody always liked him. I 
think he enjoyed his time here. We’re down to one lefty right now, so it’s a guy that certainly could come here and help, for sure. 
“He didn’t sign to stay in Triple-A. I think he signed because he liked it here and I think he also knows (team president) Chris (Antonetti) and 
those guys, they’re so honest about the way they go about things, that he wouldn’t get stuck (in the minors).” 
Veteran outfielder Melky Cabrera cleared waivers and elected for free agency rather than an assignment at Columbus. 
Cabrera, 33, hit .207 with 11 RBIs in 17 games for Cleveland. 
Medical moments 
 
Miller (right knee inflammation) returned to his home in Tampa, Fla., to tend to a personal matter. He is expected to be back in the next 2-3 
days. 



Bradley Zimmer strained his right shoulder during a drill at Columbus and has been shut down. 
“I don’t think he thought it was anything,” Francona said of Zimmer, who was optioned to the minors June 5 after spending the first two months 
of the season in Cleveland. “And then he got out throwing a couple days ago and it just didn’t feel good. So we’re going to go ahead and get 
him looked at, get an MRI and a scan and see if there’s anything going on in there.” 
Roundin’ third 
 
The Indians will keep starting pitchers Trevor Bauer, Corey Kluber, Mike Clevinger and Shane Bieber on regular rest, with Adam Plutko pitching 
out of the bullpen until June 26 at St. Louis. 
Cleveland entered Monday with the second-highest batting average at home (.278) in the majors, ranking third with 51 homers, third with 191 
runs and fourth with 131 extra-base hits. 
First base coach Sandy Alomar celebrated his 52nd birthday Monday. 
 
Rain only thing that can dampen Trevor Bauer's domina nt night as Indians down White Sox 
Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle -TelegramPublished on June 19, 2018 | Updated 6:24 a . m. 
CLEVELAND — Trevor Bauer wasn’t able to match two-time Cy Young award winner Corey Kluber’s franchise record for consecutive double-
digit strikeout games, but the right-hander did more than enough to help his team win Monday night at Progressive Field. 
 
Bauer, who entered the night having struck out 10 or more batters over four straight starts, tossed seven scoreless innings and allowed only 
three hits as Cleveland opened a three-game series against Central Division rival Chicago with a 6-2 victory. 
 
Bauer struck out eight and might have gotten the opportunity to match Kluber’s mark, but he was removed after the game was delayed for 35 
minutes by rain with the Indians batting in the seventh. 
 
He left kicking and screaming. 
 
“(Pitching coach) Carl Willis was lucky he didn’t come tell me. I told him anyone but Tito (Indians manager Terry Francona) and I was throwing 
fists,” Bauer joked before launching into a “Caddyshack” reference. “I’m sitting there in the dugout thinking, ‘You know, the hard stuff is not 
going to come down for quite a while. The Lord would never disrupt the best game of my life.’ Apparently, he did. Just happy the team got a win 
honestly.” 
 
Francona said Bauer would have returned for the eighth had the rain delay not arrived. 
 
“I give him credit, man. Even during the rain delay he was politicking,” Francona said. “It just doesn’t make sense to me, but I gotta tell you, I 
mean, if you’re going to get into a little bit of a push and shove, I like it that he wants to stay in. I respect the hell out of that. But I thought he 
was really good — two walks, eight strikeouts, kept them off the scoreboard. 
 
“What’s so impressive is as he gets into the game, not only does he hold his stuff … it just seems like he gets better.” 
 
While Bauer was on the mound, the White Sox didn’t stand a chance. 
 
All of Chicago’s hits off him came in the first two innings and after he allowed a one-out double to Matt Davidson in the second, he permitted 
only three baserunners — two on walks and one on an error by first baseman Yonder Alonso. 
 
“The first three or four innings my body just felt sluggish because I was throwing 92 (mph) or 93, which hasn’t happened to me in a while,” 
Bauer said. “I felt loose, my body just didn’t want to, my hips weren’t turning over and stuff … and then once I kind of got in a groove there, the 
velocity started coming back.” 
 
White Sox starter Dylan Covey limited the Indians to two runs over seven innings in his previous outing — a 3-2 win in Chicago on Wednesday 
— but didn’t fare as well this time around. 
 
The right-hander, who entered with a 2.29 ERA over six starts, allowed five runs (four earned) on six hits and five walks in five innings. 
 
“I thought we made him work early,” Francona said. “He’s a good young pitcher, but I thought we made him work really hard in the second, third 
inning. I thought it took something out of him.” 
 
Cleveland got offensive production from a couple of struggling players in second baseman Jason Kipnis and catcher Roberto Perez. 
 
Perez drove in the Indians’ first two runs on a ground-rule double to right field with the bases loaded and no outs in the second inning. He 
reached base three times in four trips to the plate, walking in the third and connecting on another double in the seventh. 
 
Perez also threw out leadoff hitter Yoan Moncada on a stolen base attempt in the opening inning after Bauer struck out Yolmer Sanchez. 
 
Kipnis reached base three times, too, on three hits in four trips, belting his fifth home run of the season and driving in two. 
 
“Kip, obviously, his year hasn’t gone the way he’s wanted so far, but his mindset and his attitude and stuff like that has been awesome,” Bauer 
said. “So I’m really happy that he had a night like tonight. And then ’Berto was playing super sick. He did a tremendous job behind the plate 
blocking balls. He got me out of a big spot — leadoff guy gets on and he throws him out at second for a double play. And then obviously he 
swung the bat really well, too. Those two performances really stood out to me and deserve mentioning.” 



 
Right-hander Evan Marshall took the mound after the rain delay and ruined the shutout by allowing three straight to reach base after he struck 
out leadoff batter Adam Engel. Marshall fell behind 2-0 to Jose Abreu before leaving the game with right elbow soreness. 
 
“The way he termed it was that he flicked the nerve, that’s his words,” Francona said. “(Head physician Mark Schickendantz has) already 
looked at him and it didn’t exam horrible or anything, but we’ll get him here early and see how it goes. I think we’ll know a lot more (today). It 
does seem like we’ve been going through (relievers) kinda quick.” 
 
 


