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Pirates take advantage of Padres' miscues to win series opener 

Kevin Acee 
  

A misplayed fly ball by a rookie left fielder, a flubbed grounder by a rookie third 
baseman and a rookie pitcher who lost his way led to the Padres demonstrating 
again why they are a losing team as they gave away a game to a winning team. 

The Pittsburgh Pirates, leaders of the National League Central, scored the 
deciding run on Christian Villanueva’s error and at least one other run on a poorly 
played ball by Franchy Cordero in a 5-4 victory in Thursday’s opener of a four-
game series at PNC Park. 

 “We had a play or two we could have made and typically do make and didn’t 
make,” manager Andy Green said. “… It’s baseball. Sometimes plays aren’t 
made.” 

It was pitches that weren’t made that haunted Eric Lauer, the left-hander who 
began his fifth major league start with precision and determination only to have his 
command dissolve after three innings. 

“Things were going smoothly, then all of a sudden, I just, I wouldn’t say lost it, but I 
started making worse pitches, just missing spots by a little bit,” said Lauer, who 
left the game 88 pitches in with two outs in the fifth after having surrendered three 
runs in the fourth and another in the fifth. 

Lauer allowed his first hit on a leadoff single in the third when Manuel 
Margot charged in but couldn’t come up with a diving catch. In the process, 
Margot’s left (gloved) wrist was bent backward, and he writhed in pain for a few 
minutes before remaining in the game. 

Lauer got out of that inning with three straight outs. 

After he had worked ahead of seven of the 10 batters he faced (including first-
pitch strikes to five) in the first three innings and then gotten the first out of the 
fourth, Lauer fell behind at least 1-0 to six straight batters in the fourth inning. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/franchy-cordero-PESPTF00612-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/manuel-margot-PESPTF00621-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/manuel-margot-PESPTF00621-topic.html
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“For him to be successful, that’s a tough recipe,” Green said. “He’s got to be 
attacking the zone, getting ahead aggressively. … He follows that first three 
innings, those were a model of how he needs to pitch to be successful.” 

Yes, a pitcher with a fastball that tops at slightly above 92 mph relies on location. 
And his success is often decided by fractions of an inch. 

“It’s a little combination of trying to make my pitches too perfect and not attacking 
guys the same way I was, trying to get strike one,” Lauer said. “I think I was 
pressing a little bit toward the end there, trying to get strike one. That just doesn’t 
help. So, really just try to get in the zone early, and live there and stop pressing. 

“The first three, I was a little more comfortable out there. I really don’t know what 
changed mentally. I don’t know why I started missing my spots a little more. I think 
it was just a lack of confidence again. … I really tried to start sticking fastballs on 
the corners. You try to get too perfect in this game, it’ll bite you.” 

In the Pirates’ three-run fourth inning, after Lauer had issued his first walk and 
given up another single, a flare to left that seemed to be a certain out became a 
double when Cordero got a slightly late jump and also briefly froze mid-stride as 
he was running in, appearing unsure at that point whether he wanted to try to 
make the catch or keep the ball in front of him. 

Rather than it being the second out or, at worst, leaving the bases loaded, Corey 
Dickerson had an RBI double that cut a Padres lead to 2-1. An ensuing sacrifice 
fly and double gave the Pirates a 3-2 lead. 

It was the fifth inning (among the 22 in which he has pitched at least a portion) that 
Lauer has allowed at least three runs. 

Asked whether the occasional sudden lapses by Lauer were in his mechanics or 
his mind, Green said, “That’s what we have to sit down and digest.” 

Already after the game, Lauer was parked in front of a computer watching several 
of his pitches with veteran catcher A.J. Ellis, who did not play Thursday. 

“I think it’s more mental than anything, just trying to press and be too fine and 
trying to get guys out with perfect pitches instead of attacking them like I should,” 
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Lauer said. “It’s just a mental adjustment I need to make, and I need to stay in 
games longer.” 

The Padres took a 2-0 lead in the third inning on an RBI single by Travis 
Jankowski and RBI grounder by Eric Hosmer. They took a 4-3 lead in the fifth on 
Hosmer’s two-run double. 

They had runners in scoring position in the sixth and seventh but didn’t score and 
then went down in order in the final two innings. 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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Padres mailbag: Jankowski's future, Myers' weight, Luis Urias and even 
Mike Dee 

By Kevin Acee  
  

It appears the Padres might get a game in Thursday (and possibly Friday, 
Saturday and/or Sunday too) in Pittsburgh. 

But in between glancing out the window to check the weather out the dreary skies, 
I had some fun talking Travis Jankowski’s nickname, Jankowski’s trade value, 
Jose Pirela’s trade value, where Hunter Renfroe and Austin Hedges might get 
their bats right, the future at third base, Eric Lauer and other pitching prospects. 

Plus a few new twists on the usual questions about Luis Urias and Mike Dee. 

And more, if you can believe it. 

Please enjoy.  

 
Replying to @sdutKevinAcee 
Has a 4 game series ever been postponed due to rain? 
Twitter Ads info and privacy 

Near as I can tell, the last time it happened was 2007 in Cleveland due to snow. 

The White Sox and Twins lost three of four to rain and snow this year. 

I’d go back and look at more, but this is just the kind of thing that could send me 
down an Internet rabbit trail, and then I look up and it’s 2 p.m., and I still wouldn’t 
have combed my hair.  

 
Replying to @sdutKevinAcee 
If Eric Lauer continues to struggle (@pit). Will he lose his spot. And who will 
replace him? 

Yes. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/travis-jankowski-PESPT0015810-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/austin-hedges-PESPTF00618-topic.html
https://twitter.com/_/status/996821233407856640
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/minnesota-twins-ORSPT000017-topic.html
https://twitter.com/_/status/996821233407856640
https://twitter.com/pit
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There was a little more to prove for him when he arrived, and there are other guys 
to see. So while I don’t know how long “long” might be, they wouldn’t stick with 
him for terribly long. 

Regardless of how Lauer does, he won’t be the last pitching prospect to take the 
mound for the Padres this season. 

Brett Kennedy (on the DL right now with an ankle injury that is not supposed to be 
serious) is almost certainly coming up at some point. And Logan Allen (2.98 ERA 
in eight starts at Double-A) is on track to be called up this year. Walker Lockett 
needs a look to determine whether he should remain on the 40-man roster. 

Also, Luis Perdomo has shown signs he’s learning in Triple-A. 

 
 
Replying to @sdutKevinAcee 
This may not count for Margot, but have you heard anything in regards to The 
Padres sending Hedges or Renfroe down to Triple A to try and get some more 
confidence at the plate after their respective rehab assignments? 

The convenient thing is Renfroe is about to begin a rehab assignment with the 
Chihuahuas, and Hedges likely will as well. 

They can be there for up to 20 days. 

 
Replying to @sdutKevinAcee 
How do you see the outfield when hunter and will return from injury? Also, where 
is hunter in his recovery? ETA when he come back? 

Five outfielders. Play Hosmer on the right side of the infield and Galvis on the left. 
Force teams to stop thinking fly ball. 

I figured it was appropriate to say something absurd, given the circumstances. 

They are essentially starting three natural center fielders when they go 
with Franchy Cordero, Manuel Margot and Travis Jankowski. And when Wil 
Myers and Hunter Renfroe come back, they will have four right fielders, provided 
Franmil Reyes is still up. 

https://twitter.com/hectobismal/status/996835561687011328
https://twitter.com/hectobismal/status/996835561687011328
https://twitter.com/_/status/996821233407856640
https://twitter.com/DayvidLopez/status/996821849953595392
https://twitter.com/DayvidLopez/status/996821849953595392
https://twitter.com/_/status/996821233407856640
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/franchy-cordero-PESPTF00612-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
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Here’s the thing: You can argue that all but Jankowski and maybe Renfroe need 
to play virtually every day if they’re up here. So even if you concede those two as 
platoon/bench players, you are too crowded. 

They don’t have to worry about fitting Myers in for at least another three weeks. By 
then, they’ll have discovered more about Reyes and have a better idea if the new 
Jankowski is the real Jankowski. 

I think the thought has been since spring that this is the position group that could 
have one or more pieces involved in a trade. The magnitude of the trade depends 
to a great extent on how well one or more of them is playing. 

Matt Szczur, who would be a valuable bench guy on a contending team, is 
someone who they’ll move or simply DFA. 

 
Replying to @sdutKevinAcee 
This is common knowledge, probably, but I can’t remember why Jankowski’s 
nickname is Freddy? 

This is a fantastic story and pure Jankowski. 

It’s because of Fred Rogers. 

As a boy, Travis loved “Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood” and his older siblings teased 
him relentlessly and called him “Freddy.” 

He hated it, and his crying finally prompted his parents to make his siblings stop 
calling him Freddy. They complied, but they got everyone else (friends, teachers) 
to take up the cause. Eventually, Travis just had to embrace it. 

I love that story. 

 
Replying to @sdutKevinAcee 
Who was @FreddyJ_6 batting coach when he went down to the minors. We need 
his ability and mentoring here at the major league level. 

Morgan Burkhart, who Travis credited right away with helping him get back to his 
approach (hitting the other way) and find confidence in who he is as a hitter. 

https://twitter.com/_/status/996821233407856640
https://twitter.com/vistagriffiths/status/996876116236251136
https://twitter.com/vistagriffiths/status/996876116236251136
https://twitter.com/_/status/996821233407856640
https://twitter.com/FreddyJ_6
https://twitter.com/BrianSmith_83/status/996824104211660801
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Replying to @sdutKevinAcee 
Why is Pirela still our 2B when it should be Urias? 

It won’t be long. I’d imagine it won’t take more than a little hot streak to force the 
decision. 

I’ve been told discussions about his service time (possible “Super 2” status) have 
been worked through and he will be here sooner than later. 

The concern is that they want him to stay once he gets here, and there is a belief 
by some he needs more seasoning to help ensure the level of success that would 
make that happen. The Padres have shown they are not afraid to let a guy be 
pushed quickly, but this is when it gets real. 

Joey Lucchesi and Eric Lauer are one thing. They could be nice pieces on a 
championship team. Luis Urias is supposed to be one of the pieces. 

He’ll turn 21 in a little more than two weeks. I bet his birthday present is right 
around the corner. 

As for Pirela … 

 
Replying to @sdutKevinAcee 
Why does pirela get regular playing time? Is it as trade bait? I can’t see him as a 
regular given his lack of established position with Prospects up and coming. 
Thanks. 

He is absolutely trade bait. (Then, almost everyone is.) 

As long as Pirela is performing, his lack of a position can actually be attractive in 
that regard. His defense in both left field and at second base has drastically 
improved. Part of that is how bad it was. But still, there have been several 
examples at second base recently that he can be a reliable option there if he’s 
hitting. 

Problem is, he hits the ball on the ground all the time (60.3 percent of the time, 
fourth-most in the majors) and went 22 games (79 at-bats) without an extra base 
hit before hitting two doubles this past Friday. 

https://twitter.com/_/status/996821233407856640
https://twitter.com/greeneyes_scott/status/996823268244914181
https://twitter.com/greeneyes_scott/status/996823268244914181
https://twitter.com/_/status/996821233407856640
https://twitter.com/StoneColdUlrich/status/996822300182790146
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Replying to @sdutKevinAcee 
Is Fernando Tatis expected to play the whole year at AA, or would the team move 
him to AAA later in the year if he continues the hot hitting he has been on. 

Fernando Tatis Jr. is definitely on the fast track – just probably not as fast as many 
would like. 

He will be in Triple-A soon if keeps hitting like he has so far in 73 May plate 
appearances (.344/.452/.705 with five homers). 

And then, if he keeps hitting like that, they’ll likely move him to third base and 
bring him up to play next to Freddy Galvis this year. 

 
Replying to @sdutKevinAcee 
Who's the 3B of the future is it Villanueva, Potts, this year's 1st pick, a veteran free 
agent? 

The thinking is it is not Christian Villanueva. They decided before the season to 
find out for sure, and the returns so far suggest they’ll need to keep looking. He 
could prove otherwise, but that would require hitting better than .163 against 
righties (.091 this month). 

Hudson Potts is playing third at Lake Elsinore and would seem to be on the track 
for San Antonio at some point in the summer. They also have not closed the door 
on Tatis at third – at least to start if they keep Galvis. 

Yes, it would seem third base would be a candidate for the veteran free 
agent/trade they have said they’ll pull the trigger on if/when the time is right. 
However, that will depend on the development of the above factors. 

If it’s this year’s No.1 pick, the kid would need to be Alex Bregman (second overall 
to Houston in 2015, debut the next year.) 

My understanding is the top of the draft doesn’t have many absolute studs but a 
few who could be if they reach their ceiling. (Yes, that’s what can be said every 
year. But there is evidently a glut of obvious super standouts this year.) 

 

https://twitter.com/_/status/996821233407856640
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/travel/commuting/aaa-AUTOORNPR000013-topic.html
https://twitter.com/SergioMQuintero/status/996828645158150145
https://twitter.com/SergioMQuintero/status/996828645158150145
https://twitter.com/_/status/996821233407856640
https://twitter.com/SergioMQuintero/status/996822073635782656
https://twitter.com/SergioMQuintero/status/996822073635782656
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Replying to @sdutKevinAcee 
Padres implied that Myers weight gain in part led to his oblique strain and injuries 
troubles this year, how do you see them handling this in the future? 

You get two, because you sent several and I appreciate thoughtful questions. 

It’s something they’re looking into. 

The leaning at this point (or the last time I checked, which was last week) was that 
the oblique strain was probably partly due to playing with the extra weight. 

I can’t begin to tell you what they’re going to about it – except this: 

I believe the first thought is let Wil be Wil. 

He might be the best all-around athlete on the team. (Franchy Cordero is probably 
the most gifted; Wil can do anything he’s asked in a deceptively, goofily easy 
way.) 

They’ve messed with this guy on something almost every season they’ve had him. 

Play center. Play first. Be a vocal leader. Put on 20 pounds of muscle. Play right – 
but maybe left, too. 

He’s the kind of guy you can do that with. But then, when it comes to things like 
body change and too many mechanical adjustments, it can backfire. Myers is the 
player he is (when he’s on the field) because he is just playing. Some guys, you 
just let them play. 

 
Replying to @sdutKevinAcee 
The Padres ate Headleys contract. Could they do the same with Makita? 
11:44 AM - May 16, 2018 
 
Replying to @sdutKevinAcee 
French fries in a sandwich: yes or no? 

Strange that you ask. I just broke down and started getting a California Pita a few 
weeks ago. It’s almost the only way I eat French fries now. 

https://twitter.com/_/status/996821233407856640
https://twitter.com/Jake_Armbruster/status/996823771724972032
https://twitter.com/Jake_Armbruster/status/996823771724972032
https://twitter.com/_/status/996821233407856640
https://twitter.com/Jake_Armbruster/status/996823771724972032
https://twitter.com/_/status/996821233407856640
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By the way, your tweets are wonderfully weird. Really enjoy following you.  

 
Replying to @sdutKevinAcee 
With Tyson Ross having some success in his second stint w/the team, (including a 
near no-hitter against the Arizona Diamondbacks), do you think that the front 
office would ever consider bringing back Mike Dee? What can you tell us about 
the details of his departure? 

With a runner-up to @Drunkflannery and honorable mention to all who sent the 
question in different languages, I applaud your creativity almost as much as I hope 
you run out of steam on this topic soon. 

I suspect many of you who ask know as much as I do – or you think you know as 
much as I think I know. 

And therein lies the problem. As a journalist, especially when it comes to a 
situation like this, I need more than off-the-record conversations and/or gossip. 

Mike Dee was an employee for a private entity, and I have heard nothing that 
suggests what he did endangered the public. 

As a private business, the Padres can do pretty much whatever they want within 
the law when it comes to employment issues. 

As I wrote when I was a columnist and he was the team president, Dee was a 
control freak and a bit too ambitious on some matters and a sort of lone ranger. I 
heard almost nothing but negativity from employees about the work environment 
when he was there. I don’t hear that now. (Funny, since I wasn’t around every day 
then and am around every day now.) 

Was there more that precipitated the parting of ways? I believe so. But based on 
conversations with numerous people, I am confident there was no damage done 
to the public. 

Thus, I believe I serve you better by actually covering the team. 

I was not the beat writer then, and I don’t think my time two years later is best 
spent investigating the firing of a man so many people wanted fired in the first 
place.  

https://twitter.com/_/status/996821233407856640
https://twitter.com/drunkflannery/status/996925965019181056
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sdut-padres-mike-dee-listen-acee-2014sep01-story.html
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What stubborn Padres can learn from SDSU retaining Aztecs affiliation 

Tom Krasovic  

Is San Diego State right to retain the Aztecs nickname, as it said this week that it 
will? 

No, said one respondent to the school’s recent survey of alums. “Indigenous 
peoples are not mascots for institutional use. They are peoples and societies 
deserving of respect.” 

Others among the 13,000 respondents opposed to a name change. “Honestly, I’m 
Mexican and I think it’s pretty dope that my mascot is an Aztec like me,” was one 
reply. “Just don’t disrepect the Aztec culture by having like a white person be the 
Aztec mascot or something.” 

Among nicknames of universities, Aztecs is distinctive and memorable, which isn’t 
to say that it therefore should be retained. 

Point of fact: I can pinpoint my early, possibly first exposure to the SDSU and 
Aztecs connection. 

The year was 1979. 

I was a football fan living in the Midwest, and a game’s national telecast 
introduced me to San Diego State. 

The black-and-red uniforms stood out, as did a porous State defense that Brigham 
Young quarterback Marc Wilson picked apart in Mission Valley. 

The infield dirt at San Diego Stadium was memorable, too. 

Aztecs? 

Yep, that stuck. 

If you think hard enough on a number of things in this American life, they can 
seem absurd. Surreal, too. Campy, perhaps. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-tom-krasovic-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/college-sports/san-diego-state-aztecs-ORSPT00000321-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/education/sd-me-sdsu-aztecname-20180516-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/education/sd-me-sdsu-aztecname-20180516-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/education/sd-me-sdsu-aztecname-20180516-story.html
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Or, offensive and moronic. (Think on, for instance, the conceit and plotlines of 
“Hogan’s Heroes,” a popular TV show of the 1970s that portrayed prisoner-of-war 
life in Nazi Germany as a lark.) 

It is bizarre that, say, a school’s tennis players are known as the Aztecs. 

Certainly, Aztecs is a geographically inaccurate nickname for a San Diego school. 
The Aztecs never lived in the southwestern United States. They were from central 
Mexico. 

If the nickname survives seven more years on Montezuma Mesa, as the campus 
locale is known, it’ll be 100 years of SDSU Aztecs. 

I believe this would be known as brand recognition, and you don’t need an MBA to 
understand why that can be valuable (or, a chronic irritant to people who loathe 
appropriation of the name). 

So, what does this have to do with the Padres? 

They have a cool opportunity to create not only a distinct brand but a unique look 
that also connects to their major-league heritage, yet near as I can tell, they could 
pull this off without offending anyone’s cultural sensibilities. 

I’m talking, of course, about re-adopting brown as part of the team’s color scheme. 

“Bring Back the Brown” is the slogan, but I soft-pedal that because willfully 
stubborn people take that to mean adopting any number of the brown uniforms the 
team used to wear. Costuming players to look like giant mud-pies isn’t the smart 
move. 

Here’s the ticket: Take a color unique to the MLB uniform-and-logo palette — 
brown — and fashion a cool, artistic look. 

I’ll never be confused with Ralph Lauren but suggest that the primary uniform 
color shoud be a creamy white for home games and gray for the road. 

Leave it to the fashion-savvy to figure out the brown details. 

Aside from making them unique among the 30 teams, brown would create historic 
resonance for the Pads. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
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They wore brown when they joined the big leagues in 1969, and on through their 
first trip to the playoffs and World Series in 1984. 

Tony Gwynn, who wore a kaleidoscope of Pads duds, preferred brown in the 
team’s color scheme. He saw the value of uniqueness, though not just for the 
sake of uniqueness. He loved the brown, pinstriped look that teammate Steve 
Garvey designed for the 1985 Pads team. Gwynn told me in 2012 that if 
Hollywood mogul Thomas Tull bought the franchise, there was a real chance that 
smart brown-trimmed unis could be part of the sartorial future. 

Tull dropped out of the bidding, well before private-equity ace Peter Seidler met 
the MLB-mandated sales price of $800 million, less some $200 million in debt. 

Pads control owner Ron Fowler sees the brown pitch differently. For one stated 
reason or another, the Seidler-Fowler tandem has stuck with Padres blue, known 
also as Brewersblue and Mariners blue, as the primary color of caps, uniform trim 
and logos. 

It’s a missed opportunity. The same would hold true if the Pads, as has been 
floated via trial balloon, were to embrace red, white and blue. That’s been taken, 
by National Leagueteams in D.C. and Atlanta, not to mention the Texas Rangers. 

Ideally, the Pads would attain the following harmonic convergence, sometime in 
our lifetimes: Adopt stylin’ and smart brown-trimmed duds, in the same year the 
team fields a ballclub capable of winning the National League West. Mr. Padre 
would approve, for sure. 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/steve-garvey-PECLB001885-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/steve-garvey-PECLB001885-topic.html
http://www.espn.com/blog/playbook/fandom/post/_/id/6400/time-is-right-for-padres-to-bring-back-brown
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/milwaukee-brewers-ORSPT000016-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/seattle-mariners-ORSPT000026-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/texas-rangers-ORSPT000029-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-west-ORSPT00000195-topic.html
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Michel Baez inefficient again in Storm loss 

 
Jeff Sanders  

Michel Baez’s breakthrough campaign in the Midwest League vaulted him from 
little-known Cuban signee to the No. 26 prospect in the game, according to 
Baseball America. 

The California League is proving a bit more challenging. 

The 22-year-old right-hander lost for the fourth time in five starts Thursday, with a 
high pitch count in high Single-A Lake Elsinore’s 7-4 loss to Inland Empire again 
working against him his 4 1/3 innings on the mound. 

Baez (0-4) threw only 48 of his 84 pitches for strikes. In doing so, Baez struck out 
four and allowed four runs on six hits and a walk as his ERA rose to 4.29. 

Slowed this spring by a balky back, Baez opened the season with five no-hit 
innings. He’s failed to complete five innings in any of his ensuing starts and is 
throwing strikes on a little more than 58 percent of his pitches. 

The Padres are chalking up Baez’s struggles, particularly with efficiency in the 
strike zone, to the steep learning curve that comes with jumping to the Cal 
League, a hitter-friendly circuit. 

“He maybe has gotten more swings in the Midwest League against younger 
hitters,” Storm pitching coach Pete Zamora said before Baez’s most recent start. 
“He’s learning up here that you’re going to get a little more of an advanced hitter, a 
little more patient hitter as you get into the 24- and 25-year-old hitters who come 
from college. All of the sudden they say I’m not chasing that pitch.” 

Midwest League hitters chased often, fanning 82 times in 58 2/3 innings last year 
(2.45). His opponent average in Cal League is up slightly – from .192 last year to 
.215 – but Baez is averaging less than a strikeout (20) per inning (20 2/3) to start 
his stay with the Storm. His walks are also up from 1.2 per nine innings last year 
to 4.8 in the Cal League, suggesting that Baez – who is sitting 92 to 96 mph – 
could be every bit as effective as he was last year once he irons out mechanical 
and control issues. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_17_inlafa_lesafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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“For him, it’s about overall efficiency in the zone,” Zamora said. “The fastball plays 
so well in the zone that when we don’t see it in the zone we’re wondering why. 
We’re fixing it so everything plays. Because when he is efficient, he’d dominant.” 

Also in Thursday’s game, catcher Luis Torrens (.292) went 3-for-4 with a triple, 
an RBI and a run scored. 

The Storm are 17-24. 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (20-21) 

• Fresno 9, Chihuahuas 7: RHP Colten Brewer (0-3, 5.51) allowed a run in 
two innings to take the loss after RHP Chris Huffman (5.80) allowed four 
runs on six hits and three walks in three innings in the start. RHP T.J. 
Weir (6.23) struck out five but allowed two runs in three innings. 3B Dusty 
Coleman (.206) and DH Allen Craig (.241) both drove in two runs on their 
sixth homer. RF Hunter Renfroe(.200) began his rehab assignment with an 
RBI double in five plate appearances and 2B Luis Urias (.269) went 1-for-4 
with a double and a run scored. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (25-15) 

• Corpus Christi 4, Missions 0: RHP Lake Bachar (0-1, 3.38) struck out seven 
and allowed four runs on six hits and two walks in 5 2/3 innings in the loss. 
DH Kyle Overstreet (.303) went 1-for-4 with a double and SS Fernando 
Tatis Jr. (.242) went 1-for-4 with two strikeouts and his fourth steal. 

LOW SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (17-33) 

• TinCaps 7, West Michigan 3: LHP Aaron Leasher (2-2, 3.11) struck out 
eight and allowed three runs – one earned – on five hits and two walks in 
five innings in the win. DH Tirso Ornelas (.262) and C Luis 
Campusano (.282) double drove in two runs on two hits and 2B Esteury 
Ruiz (.268) and 1B Carlos Belen (.246) each had two hits. Ruiz hit his 
seventh double. 

  

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_17_freaaa_elpaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb%20%C2%A0
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/allen-craig-PESPT000009985-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_17_sanaax_coraax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_17_wmiafx_ftwafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Padres notes: Asuaje plays third; Cordero's runs cost 

Kevin Acee  
  

Carlos Asuaje started taking grounders at third base late last week. 

On Monday, he was optioned to Triple-A El Paso, where he was supposed to 
return at least for a time to playing the position at which he was drafted and played 
abundantly until 2016 but hadn’t played since then. 

Then Joey Lucchesi went on the disabled list Tuesday, and Asuaje was kept in 
San Diego. 

In Thursday’s 5-4 loss to the Pirates, he played third base for the first time in the 
major leagues. 

When Freddy Galvis was ejected after throwing his helmet at the end of a rant 
against a called third strike that ended the top of the eighth inning, Christian 
Villanueva moved from third to shortstop, Asuaje was inserted at third. 

The first pitch while he was in resulted in a line drive he snared. The next batter hit 
a grounder to Asuaje that he fielded and made the throw for the putout at first 
base. 

“I think I’ve been a pretty consistent defender for a couple years now, and a lot of 
things translate in the infield, to be honest,” Asuaje said. 

It is expected Asuaje, who is batting .198, will start at second base Friday. It will 
be his second start this month. 

“Yeah, weird week for me,” Asuaje said. “But that’s baseball. It’s a business first. 
That’s the nature of it, and I’m just taking it in stride and doing my job.” 

Cordero learning 

Franchy Cordero was playing shortstop in low-Single-A three years ago. 

He was primarily a center fielder the following two seasons in the minors and for a 
brief stint in the majors last year. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carlos-asuaje-PESPTF00608-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/franchy-cordero-PESPTF00612-topic.html
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Now he’s playing left field, and there are some awkward moments — such as a 
ball he misjudged Thursday night that cost the Padres at least one run and 
probably two. 

“I just think the more reps he gets out there,” Green said. “There is no magic 
formula – just continue to get reps. Franchy has aptitude and grows in everything 
he does when he gets the opportunity. Every single outfielder has a ball in the 
course of the season they don’t read perfectly off the bat. … I think he’s been fine 
overall in left field. I think when you look at our outfield defense performance, it’s 
been really solid.” 

The Padres outfielders collectively entered Thursday’s game with nine defensive 
runs saved, tied for fifth-most in the majors. That included Cordero’s five runs 
cost. 

Extra bases 

• Craig Stammen, making his earliest appearance in a game this season, 
relieved Eric Lauer with two outs in the fifth. Stammen stranded two 
baserunners on a grounder to third and has now stranded nine of the 12 
runners he has inherited this season. 

• Kirby Yates pitched more than one inning for the first time this season. He 
stranded two runners by getting the final out of the seventh and then pitched 
a perfect eighth. Yates has stranded five of the six runners he has inherited 
and has a 0.64 ERA in 14 innings this season. 

• Hunter Renfroe went 1-for-5 with an RBI double and scored a run in for 
Triple-A El Paso on Thursday night in the first game of his rehab 
assignment. 

• Green said home plate umpire Will Little told him Galvis was ejected not for 
anything he said during his protest of the called strike but for throwing his 
helmet. 

• Cordero doubled in the seventh inning, his second extra-base hit in 65 at-
bats.  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=of&stats=fld&lg=all&qual=0&type=1&season=2018&month=0&season1=2018&ind=0&team=0,ts&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=8,d
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=of&stats=fld&lg=all&qual=0&type=1&season=2018&month=0&season1=2018&ind=0&team=0,ts&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=8,d
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Padres notes: Lauer's two-strike problem; Makita's Petco problem; Renfroe 
rehab update 
Kevin Acee  
  

Don’t even watch Eric Lauer until he has two strikes on the Pirates on Thursday. 

The rookie left-hander allowed four home runs in his most recent start, Friday 
against the Cardinals. 

The first came on a 2-2 count, the second when he was ahead 0-2 and the last 
one on a 1-2 count. 

So while there has been a lot of talk about his slightly diminished velocity from 
start to start — which is something to watch — the issue is command and 
execution. 

That’s what got Lauer here and what will keep him here — his mix of pitches and 
putting them precisely where he has to, especially his low-90s fastball. 

“We just want to see him pitch to his strengths,” manager Andy Green said before 
Thursday’s game against the Pirates. “He’s always attacked the strike zone very 
well. He had some difficulty, more than anything, finishing at-bats last time, 
executing pitches with two strikes. … He just had middle-middle mistakes in those 
counts. We want him to pitch aggressively in the zone he’s attacking. For him, that 
pretty much is the recipe for success.” 

Lauer lasted 2 1/3 innings against the Cardinals, the second time in his four starts 
he has not made it past the third inning. 

For the season, hitters have a .235 average against Lauer with two strikes. The 
league-wide average with two strikes is .171. 

Tough on left-handers 
In addition to Lauer, the Padres will start lefty Clayton Richard on Saturday and 
possibly left-hander Robbie Erlin on Sunday. 

The Pirates have done well against lefties, hitting .264 (seventh in the majors) with 
a .352 on-base percentage (second) and .478 slugging percentage (second). 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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But they have also had the fewest at-bats (276) of any team against lefties. 

Injury updates 
Hunter Renfroe is expected to play nine innings in right field for Triple-A El Paso 
on Thursday night in the first game of his rehab assignment. 

Renfroe was batting just .200/.281/.440 in 57 plate appearances when he was put 
on the disabled list with an elbow injury on April 21. There is hope that his time 
spent playing consistently in the minor leagues will help him find a rhythm. 

“I don’t know how extended his rehab will be,” Green said. “…My expectation is 
how he swings it, what happens here at the big-league level, we’ll make our 
judgment on how long that rehab assignment is based on those two factors.” 

Also: 

• Joey Lucchesi (hip) played catch for the first time Thursday and is still 
expected to miss the minimum of 10 days on the DL. Said Green: “I’m 
hoping he misses just one start.” 

• Catcher Austin Hedges (elbow) had five at-bats serving as a designated 
hitter in an extended spring training game on Thursday. He will eventually 
begin a rehab assignment with the same goal as Renfroe — to get his swing 
right after starting the season with a .173/.235/.293 start in 81 plate 
appearances. 

• Phil Maton has not begun throwing at the Padres complex in Arizona. Green 
said his lat injury is similar in nature to that of Colin Rea but not as severe. 
Rea has just begun throwing off a mound after suffering the injury midway 
through spring training. 

The anti-Petco pitcher 
This is weird. 

Kazuhisa Makita has a 7.94 ERA in 17 innings this season — with a 0.00 ERA 
over six innings (four appearances) on the road. 

He has allowed nine runs (all earned) on 10 hits over his past four outings (five 
innings) — all of them at home. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colin-rea-PESPTF00624-topic.html
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Actually, the one time Makita was good at “home” recently was when it was away. 
He pitched two scoreless innings against the Dodgers on May 4 in Monterrey, 
Mexico, where the Padres served as the home team. So, really, his ERA is 15.00 
over nine innings at Petco Park. 

After pitching four perfect innings between Arizona and Colorado on April 22 and 
23, he allowed a run in one inning against the Mets on April 27 and five runs in an 
inning against them two days later. Three days after the game against the 
Dodgers, he was sent down to Triple-A. 

He was recalled Sunday and on Monday gave up three runs in an inning against 
the Rockies. 

Petco Park is not the pitchers’ haven it once was, but it still ranks among the more 
ERA-friendly parks in the majors. The cumulative 3.98 ERA there this season 
ranks 12th among the 30 ballparks. It was the second-friendliest to pitchers last 
season. 
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Adam Cimber has had biggest save of season for Padres' bullpen 

 
Kevin Acee  
  

Brad Hand has 12 saves and has gone more than one inning in five of his team-
high 20 appearances. 

But the hero of the Padres’ bullpen thus far this season has been rookie right-
hander Adam Cimber, who for the first time this season has gone four days 
without pitching. 

 “He’s as fresh as he’s been all year,” Padres manager Andy Green said of 
Cimber, who has thrown more innings (23 2/3) in relief than any other Padres 
pitcher. 

Of the side-armer’s 19 appearances, five have been two innings or more. He once 
threw eight innings in a six-day span and has gone more than three days between 
appearances just three times. 

“There is an awareness on my end how much we used him early on,” Green said. 

Someone had to do it if everyone wasn’t going to do it. 

There have been stretches when the Padres’ bullpen worked more than any other 
in the majors. In all, they entered Thursday’s game having thrown the second-
most innings of any major league bullpen. 

But even with that workload, Padres relievers are individually mostly on track to 
throw about the same number of innings as they did last season (and in some 
cases the same as they have for multiple years). 

“He preserved the rest of the bullpen,” Green said. “He bore the brunt of it early on 
in order to protect a lot of other arms. … He was the guy of anybody that bore the 
brunt of it.” 

Cimber is on a pace that would put him right around his 2017 innings total 
between Double-A and Triple-A. He threw 89 innings, including the Triple-A 
playoffs. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/brad-hand-PESPT0015283-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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Asked if there was a difference between the stress of innings in the minors and 
majors, Cimber talked of a different type of stress on a 27-year-old pitching in the 
hitter-friendly Pacific Coast League and knowing his chances of making it in pro 
ball were dwindling. 

“Last year in El Paso a lot of it was stressful too, because it was a new level,” he 
said. “… You’re going to put more pressure on yourself. You’re right on the cusp, 
you’re at that breaking point. If you’re giving into the hitters league and you’re 
crushed, you’re done. But if you work hard and show you can get guys out, you’ll 
get a chance. So it’s a leverage situation, high pressure situation down there too.” 
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Report: Homelessness down 6 percent in San Diego County 

Gary Warth 
  

Homelessness is down 6 percent throughout San Diego County and more people 
are sleeping in shelters than on the street, according to a report released 
Thursday. 

“While the numbers and results show we are going in a good direction, we must 
be careful in making too many self-congratulatory statements,” said Gordon 
Walker, CEO of the Regional Task Force on the Homeless. 

The task force organized the Jan. 26 count of homeless people throughout the 
county, and results were posted online Thursday and announced a news 
conference at the County Administration Center attended by Walker and several 
other officials, including San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer and mayors 
from Chula Vista, El Cajon and Oceanside.. 

Walker, Faulconer and others at the announcement credited three tented shelters 
that hold almost 700 people with helping reduce the number of homeless people 
on the street, especially in downtown San Diego. 

While the overall numbers were encouraging, Walker characterized the data as a 
“sidewards slide” because there were areas with little change. 

Over the past five years, the number of homeless people countywide has dipped 
only 3 percent. The number of unsheltered people is up 9 percent since 2013 and 
the number of people in shelters decreased 17 percent in that time. 

This year’s count found 8,576 homeless people throughout the county, down 6 
percent from last year’s count of of 9,116, which at the time was a 3 percent 
increase over five years. 

Broken down, there were 4,990 unsheltered people this year, a decrease of 11 
percent from 2017, and 3,586 people in shelters, a 3 percent increase. 

The report had discouraging news in the effort to help homeless veterans, 
however. 

https://www.rtfhsd.org/resource-library/regional-reports/
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/politics-government/government/kevin-faulconer-PEPLT0009125-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/san-diego-county/chula-vista-SDCT0003-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/san-diego-county/el-cajon-SDCT0005-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/san-diego-county/oceanside-SDCT0012-topic.html
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Despite a newly opened tent to shelter veterans and the city’s successful “Housing 
Our Heroes” initiatives that housed more than 1,000 veterans last year, the 
number of homeless vets increased 24 percent to 1,312. 

Broken down, the number of unsheltered veterans increased 45 percent to 659 
from last year and the number of veterans in shelters increased 9 percent to 653. 

There was little change in the number of chronically homeless, although more are 
in shelters and fewer are on the street. This year’s count found 1,400 unsheltered 
chronically homeless people, a 22 percent drop, and 771 in shelters, a 98 percent 
increase. 

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development defines chronically 
homeless as a person with a disabling condition who has been continuously 
homeless a year or more or who has had at least four episodes of homeless in the 
past three years. 

The task force report includes results of surveys taken by about 20 percent of the 
unsheltered people contacted, revealing demographic details and the causes 
behind homelessness. 

In one of the more significant take-aways from the surveys, Walker said more 
people this year cited economic reasons, including cost of housing and 
unemployment, as a reason they were homeless. 

Speaking at the news conference, San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer noted 
several steps the city has taken to get people off the street, including expanding a 
parking program for people who sleep in their cars. 

One of the more significant steps was in opening three large tented shelters in 
December and January run by the Alpha Project, Father Joe’s Villages and 
Veterans Village of San Diego. 

San Diego Padres managing partner Peter Seidler provided initial funding for the 
tents and pushed for the city to open them. He said in a phone interview that the 
tents have made a tremendous difference downtown. 
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“They’ve saved lives, and dozens of people so far have transitioned out of the 
tents and into permanent supportive housing or simply low-cost housing,” he said. 
“And that’s what the tents have been designed to do all along.” 

The unsheltered population downtown decreased by 19 percent from last year, 
and the number of tents and other makeshift structures was down to 199, a 52 
percent decrease from last year. 

Several homeless people in downtown San Diego said they believe the tents have 
made a difference. 

“It’s way quieter now,” said Robert Kelsey, who said members of the homeless 
community felt pressured to move into the temporary shelters after they went up. 

“It was either that or be arrested,” he said about police sweeps downtown. 

But the tents aren’t for everyone. Kelsey isn’t staying in one, and neither is Kim 
Serrano, 56, who said they were noisy and chaotic. 

Serrano said many homeless people want their own place, but even those who 
have an income can't afford to live in the city. 

Faulconer agreed that the long-term solution to helping the homeless lies in 
creating more affordable housing. 

“We constructed more than 400 affordable housing units last year and we 
currently have more than 2,700 affordable housing units under constuction and 
coming online in the next two and a half years,” Faulconer said. “But even so, 
housing that people can afford remains a serious problem.” 

San Diego County Supervisor Ron Roberts, chair of the Regional Task Force on 
the Homeless, said the city and county have been collaborating well on 
addressing homelessness, but the lack of affordable housing remains a glaring 
issue. 

“It’s affecting not only our homeless, but our workforce in San Diego,” Roberts 
said. “Housing should be on the very top issues on all our agendas.” 
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Roberts also noted that the county Project One for All has begun addressing the 
severely mentally ill on the street, and 360 people have been moved into 
permanent housing. 

Mental illness often is among the issues faced by people who are chronically 
homeless. In this year’s report, 43 percent of people on the street self-identified as 
having mental health issues, up from last year when the figure was 39 percent. 

Faulconer said more mental health professionals are needed to address 
homeless, as did El Cajon Mayor Bill Wells, a doctor of psychology. 

“We have a mental health crisis in America right now,” he said. “This mental health 
crisis encompasses homelessness, encompasses drug and alcohol abuses and 
access to care.” 

Wells called on leaders in Sacramento and Washington, D.C. to address the 
issue. 

San Diego City Councilman Chris Ward, vice chair of the homeless task force, 
said much of the report was encouraging, but also pointed to things that still need 
to be done, especially with housing. 

“More shelters are not going to be the answer,” he said. “These are just an interim 
resource. Only housing someone will truly end their homelessness.” 

Ward said the city should expand the Psychiatric Emergency Reponse Team, 
which works with police in dealing with people who have mental health issues. 

As the chair of the city’s Select Committee on Homelessness, Ward said he also 
would propose a pilot program that connects people in rapid rehousing programs 
with extensive job training opportunities. 

Rapid rehousing provides rental assistance for about six months, with the 
expectation that its clients will become employed and self-sufficient in that time. 

Countywide, the city of San Diego had the largest homeless population with 4,912 
people, about 57 percent of the total. 

The next largest homeless population was in inland North County, which had 13 
percent with 1,153 people. 
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Third was East County, with about 13 percent of the population and 1,087 people. 

North County coastal cities had 822 people for about 10 percent of the population 
and South County had 602 people, or about 7 percent of the population. 

The results for the count are used as part of a formula that determines federal 
funding and also give local agencies an insight into the homeless in their areas. 

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development requires the count for 
all regions that receive federal funding for homeless services. 

San Diego does the count annually, although HUD requires it only every other 
year. 
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Surging Pirates edge Padres 
Reuters Staff 

 
The Pittsburgh Pirates came from behind twice and broke a tie in the seventh 
Thursday to win for the eighth time in nine games, beating the visiting San Diego 
Padres 5-4. 

With the score 4-4 in the seventh, Pittsburgh’s Gregory Polanco led off with a 
double to center against reliever Matt Strahm (0-1). He moved to third on 
Francisco Cervelli’s flyout and, an out later, scored when Padres third baseman 
Christian Villanueva bobbled Corey Dickerson’s grounder for an error. 

San Diego had won three of four. 

Neither starter made it out of the fifth inning. 

Pittsburgh right-hander Chad Kuhl gave up four runs and six hits in 4 1/3 innings, 
with five strikeouts and two walks. He had not given up more than three runs in his 
past 14 home starts, dating to last May 31. 

San Diego rookie left-hander Eric Lauer, making his fifth career start, allowed four 
runs and six hits in 4 2/3 innings, with three strikeouts and three walks. 

Pirates reliever Edgar Santana (2-0) got one out in the seventh for the win. Felipe 
Vazquez struck out the side in the ninth and improved to 9-for-9 in save 
opportunities. 

San Diego took a 2-0 lead in the third inning. Freddy Galvis led off with a single, 
Manny Margot walked, and Lauer’s bunt moved them to second and third. Travis 
Jankowski’s infield single brought home Galvis, and Eric Hosmer’s fielder’s choice 
drove in Margot. 

The Pirates scored three in the fourth. Cervelli drew a one-out walk and moved to 
third on Josh Bell’s single. Dickerson drove in Cervelli on a double that left fielder 
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Franchy Cordero misjudged, and Bell scored on David Freese’s sacrifice fly to tie 
it 2-2. 

Sean Rodriguez gave Pittsburgh a 3-2 lead when his double brought home 
Dickerson. 

The Padres moved back on top 4-3 in the fifth. Hosmer’s double off the wall in 
right-center drove in Lauer, who led off with a double, and Jankowski, who walked. 

Bell’s RBI single in the fifth pulled Pittsburgh into a 4-4 tie. 
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Defensive miscues prove costly in 1-run loss 

Two misplays in big spots ultimately spoil well-rounded effort 
 
AJ Cassavell MLB.com  
 
PITTSBURGH -- The Padres' offense strung together nine hits and two multi-run 
rallies Thursday night in Pittsburgh. Their pitching staff wasn't flawless, but it was 
serviceable enough. 

It was the defense -- which has excelled for most of the season -- that let them 
down in a series-opening 5-4 loss to the Pirates at PNC Park. Two misplays at two 
critical moments made the difference. 

The Pirates plated the go-ahead run in the seventh when third baseman Christian 
Villanueva booted a routine grounder with two outs. Three innings prior, they 
scored three times -- all coming after Franchy Cordero got a dreadful break on a 
fly ball to left.ay 17th, 2018 

"Today was one of those rare days for us that we didn't make plays," said Padres 
manager Andy Green. 

Entering Thursday, the San Diego defense ranked third in the Majors with 25 
defensive runs saved. They've upgraded at shortstop with Freddy Galvis, at first 
with Eric Hosmer and in right with Travis Jankowski. 

Thursday night told the other half of that story: Villanueva has been shaky, and 
Cordero has struggled with his reads and his routes. In the fourth inning, Cordero 
froze on a ball hit well in front of him. By the time he reacted, it was too late, 
despite the 99-percent catch probability, according to Statcast™. 

Cordero's poor route to the baseball doubled the damage. It kicked away and 
turned one base into two for Pirates left fielder Corey Dickerson.17th, 2018 

Given Cordero's speed and athleticism, the Padres feel he could be an above-
average defender one day. But he came through the system as a shortstop and is 
only three years into his tenure as an outfielder. There's work to be done before 
he reaches his potential. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/572816/corey-dickerson
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"The more he plays out there, the better he's going to be," said outfield coach Skip 
Schumaker. "That's just the reality of it. Outfield is the toughest place to get live 
reads. He works hard, it's just going to take time, but he'll be fine." 

Padres left-hander Eric Lauer allowed four runs over 4 2/3 innings, walking three 
and allowing six hits. His line wasn't great, but he was worlds better than his 
previous start in which he allowed six Cardinals runs and couldn't make it through 
the third. 

Lauer was done in by some tough luck on batted balls. His command greatly 
improved, and his fastball velocity jumped back into the low-90s after sitting in the 
upper-80s last start. 

The command part of the equation meant more to Lauer. 

"I don't know why it was down," Lauer said of his velocity. "I don't think my velo is 
a huge factor, because I don't throw 97 [mph]. As long as I'm making pitches, I 
don't care if it's 86 or 92."7th, 2018 

Through three innings, Lauer had allowed one baserunner. 

"It should be a revelation for him: 'Oh that's how I pitch here -- aggressively,'" 
Green said of Lauer's first trip through the order. 

Lauer's command escaped him in the fourth, but it was a relatively encouraging 
bounce-back effort for the 22-year-old rookie. He's in the Majors well ahead of 
schedule, and he held his own Thursday night in Pittsburgh. 

The Padres' defense did not. 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Lauer power: Before his big league callup last month, Lauer hadn't recorded a hit 
at any level since high school. He sparked a fifth-inning rally with a double on 
Thursday night -- his second hit in seven at-bats this season.ay 17th, 2018 

Jankowski would work a walk, and Eric Hosmer doubled both of them home, 
putting the Padres on top, 4-3.018 

Stranded in the sixth: The Padres put two men in scoring position in a tie game 
in the sixth inning, but they couldn't capitalize. With Raffy Lopez running on 

http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/607257/raffy-lopez
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contact from third, Manuel Margot hit a sharp grounder to third baseman David 
Freese, who threw home in plenty of time to nab the potential run from scoring. 
Pinch-hitter Matt Szczur popped out to short to end the threat.May 17th, 2018 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
With seven hits in his past four games, Galvis appears to have broken out of his 
slump. But he took exception to a strike three call from home-plate umpire Will 
Little in the top of the eighth inning and was ejected for arguing and throwing his 
helmet.th, 2018 

That put the Padres in a bit of a bind. They don't carry a traditional backup 
shortstop. Villanueva, their No. 2 option, was at third, having already pinch-hit 
for Cory Spangenberg, the club's other third-base option. 

Enter Carlos Asuaje. He began taking grounders at third base earlier this week, 
and the Padres had hoped to slowly transition him back to the position he played 
with Boston before he was traded. There was nothing slow about this transition. 
Asuaje entered in the eighth and made a lunging play to snare a Jordy 
Mercerliner. Then, he made a nice stop on a Jose Osuna grounder.ay 17th, 2018 

"It was nice to knock a little bit of the rust off," Asuaje said. " ... I think I've been a 
pretty consistent defender [at second] for a couple years now, and a lot of those 
things just translate in the infield." 

UP NEXT 
Tyson Ross has been the anchor of the Padres' rotation this season, and he'll 
take the ball Friday against Ivan Nova and the Pirates. First pitch is slated for 4:05 
p.m. PT at PNC Park. Ross, who owns a 3.40 ERA this season, should surpass 
the 50 innings mark on Friday. He didn't hit 50 for Texas all last season, after 
coming off major shoulder issues in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/501896/david-freese
http://m.mlb.com/player/501896/david-freese
http://m.mlb.com/player/519333/matt-szczur
http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/641319/carlos-asuaje
http://m.mlb.com/player/474568/jordy-mercer
http://m.mlb.com/player/474568/jordy-mercer
http://m.mlb.com/player/591741/jose-osuna
http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/467100/ivan-nova
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Hosmer, Jankowski forming dynamic duo 

Renfroe rehabbing with eyes on Padres' crowded outfield 
 
AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
 
PITTSBURGH -- The Padres spent the first month of the season looking for a 
leadoff hitter who could consistently reach base ahead of Eric Hosmer. 
Travis Jankowski has become that leadoff man -- and then some. 

Since he was recalled on April 29, Jankowski's .458 on-base percentage is 
second in the National League, behind only Odubel Herrera. His .480 OBP in the 
leadoff spot is the best in the Majors among players with at least 10 plate 
appearances there. 

"It sets me up with a lot of opportunities," Hosmer said. "When he's on base, 
teams are aware that he can run. It might put more fastballs in play for me. 
They're hesitant about throwing that breaking ball, down, because with his speed, 
he'll be on second base." 

Hosmer feels Jankowski's presence has helped him at the plate. The reverse also 
holds true. 

"Being a younger guy -- not established in the big leagues to a fraction of what 
Hosmer is -- I think they're giving me good pitches to hit," Jankowski said. "They're 
keeping it around the zone for the most part. Maybe the pitcher gets ahead of 
himself, starts thinking, 'OK, I've got Hosmer coming up next, let's just get this guy 
out quick,' and I think that's when they make mistakes." 

Jankowski has capitalized on those mistakes, and he's been setting the table 
nicely for Hosmer. He's been on base for each of Hosmer's last three home runs, 
and he's scored five of his 10 runs with Hosmer at the plate. In Thursday's 5-4 
loss to the Pirates, Jankowski worked a one-out walk in the fifth and scored on 
Hosmer's two-run double.May 17th, 2018 

It's no coincidence Hosmer has already tripled his April RBI total in May. Take a 
look at the Padres' contributions from the leadoff spot in March and April, 
compared with the current month: 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/546318/odubel-herrera
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/defense-hurts-padres-in-loss-to-pirates/c-277163604
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/defense-hurts-padres-in-loss-to-pirates/c-277163604
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March/April: .167/.234/.349 
May: .310/.403/.449 

For all his elite speed, Jankowski has only swiped four bags in his 24 trips to first 
base this season, and he says he's prone to hold his ground at first -- especially 
with two outs. 

"He gets that whole right side open with the first baseman holding me on, and I 
think that's a great 1-2 duo," Jankowski said. "The biggest thing for me is getting 
on first base for him. He can put a ball in the gap, and I'm scoring from first, or he 
can put one in the seats, and I can jog around the bases. 

"I'm always in scoring position." 

Outfield rotation in place 
For the most part, Jankowski has played exclusively against right-handed pitching, 
and he's going to continue in that role. 

In fact, the Padres' weekend series against the Pirates should give a good 
indication as to manager Andy Green's plans with his outfield. 

Jankowski, Manuel Margot, Franchy Cordero and Franmil Reyes are all fighting 
for playing time. Green said he expects all four to start three times during this 
weekend's four-game set, with one day out of the lineup apiece. Expect Green to 
continue to rotate his outfielders relatively evenly, at least until Hunter 
Renfroe returns -- and perhaps even after that. 

Renfroe began his rehab stint with Triple-A El Paso on Thursday, playing right 
field and going 1-for-5 with a double. 

"My expectation is, how he swings it, and what happens here at the big league 
level will make our judgement on how long that rehab is," Green said. 

In other words, Renfroe has essentially joined the competition for playing time in 
the Padres' crowded outfield. When he's earned his playing time in the Minors, 
he'll be activated. 

Injury updates 
• Joey Lucchesi will resume throwing Friday, as he rehabs from a hip strain that 

http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
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forced him to the disabled list after his start Monday. The Padres remain optimistic 
the rookie left-hander will return when his DL stint is up -- or shortly thereafter. 

• Catcher Austin Hedges received five at-bats in extended spring camp at the 
team's complex in Peoria, Ariz. He has not yet resumed throwing after going on 
the DL with right elbow tendinitis. 
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Jankowski continues his strong run 

Notes on Hosmer, Galvis, Asuaje, Yates 
 
 Bill Center 
 
Travis Jankowski reached base twice in five plate appearances Thursday night 
in Pittsburgh to continue his strong run at the top of the Padres batting order. 

Jankowski has reached base in 11 consecutive games, which is the second 
longest streak of his career to the 24-game streak he had from July 31-Aug. 26 of 
the 2016 season. 
      
Jankowski is hitting .381 (16-for-42) as the leadoff hitter with two triples and a 
home run with eight walks for a .480 on-base percentage. He also has five of the 
Padres' six leadoff hits to start the game. 
      
Jankowski has also hit safely in nine of his last 10 games with five multi-hit efforts, 
going 15-for-38 (.387) with two triples and a homer with a .500 on-base 
percentage. 
      
NOTEBOOK: 
      
--The Pirates are the 10th different team the Padres have faced this season. And 
only one of those teams - the defending National League champion Dodgers - 
have had a losing record. The Padres opponents this far have a 235-194 record 
for a .547 winning percentage.     
      
--SS Freddy Galvis was 2-for-4 with a double and a run scored Thursday night 
before being ejected in the bottom of the eighth for arguing a third strike. Over his 
last four games, Galvis is 7-for-13 with three of his season total five doubles and a 
triple for a RBI and four runs scored. The surge followed a 13-for-89 slump and 
has raised his batting average 27 points to .239. 
      
--Ironically, when Galvis was ejected, Carlos Asuaje came in to play third. On 
Monday, the Padres optioned Asuaje to Triple-A El Paso with one idea he start 
playing third to improve his versatility. He was recalled a day later when LHP Joey 

http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/641319/carlos-asuaje
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
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Lucchesi was placed on the 10-day disabled list. And two days later, Asuaje 
played third for the first time as a Padre. He flawlessly handled two chances in the 
ninth. 
      
--1B Eric Hosmer was 1-for-4 with his 14th double and three RBIs Thursday to 
extend his hitting streak to six straight games. He is 7-for-23 during the streak with 
three doubles and a homer for seven RBIs and two runs scored. Hosmer is on a 
50-doubles pace. The Padres single-season record for doubles is 49 by Tony 
Gwynn in 1997. 
      
--RHP Kirby Yates continued his stellar run Thursday night with 1 1/3 perfect 
innings of relief in Pittsburgh. Yates has made nine straight scoreless 
appearances, allowing four hits and four walks with 11 strikeouts over 8 1/3 
innings to lower his earned run average from 1.59 to 0.64. 
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http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
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Padres’ Eric Lauer improves but still has a ways to go 

 
By Dennis Lin  
 
PITTSBURGH — The Padres have continued to endure growing pains because 
they are in the midst of another rebuilding season in which they should threaten to 
lose 100 games. But some things will not be tolerated for long. 

There have been at least three examples: The Padres optioned Luis Perdomo to 
Triple-A El Paso after only four starts. They demoted Bryan Mitchell to the bullpen 
after seven starts. They designated Chase Headley for assignment after 60 largely 
fruitless plate appearances. 

The mound, of course, is typically where the leash is shortest. Headley’s lack of 
production in a bench role, on a team needing to give younger players 
opportunities, spelled an inevitable end. Meanwhile, a starting pitcher who 
consistently provides fewer than a handful of innings is trouble for an entire 
bullpen. 

After five mostly uneven performances, the Padres have reason to continue Eric 
Lauer’s initial audition. The lefty is a 22-year-old rookie learning on the fly. That 
and other factors, such as a defense’s failures, are taken into consideration. 

Yet the leash is far from limitless. 

“You can always look at a game and go, ‘If he caught that ball or caught this ball,’” 
Padres manager Andy Green said late Thursday. “But you’ve got to look at what 
you can control first.” 

In a 5-4 loss to the Pittsburgh Pirates, botched plays by left fielder Franchy 
Cordero and third baseman Christian Villanueva cost the Padres a victory. 
Cordero’s misread of a soft liner resulted in a double for Corey Dickerson and led 
to three runs off Lauer in the bottom of the fourth. 

But the pitcher was not blameless. He had gone from hitting his spots over the first 
three frames to missing more often than not. Imprecision and middling velocity are 
a recipe for bad results, regardless of what occurs in the field. 

“I think it’s more mental than anything, just trying to press and be too fine and 
trying to get guys out with perfect pitches, instead of attacking them like I should,” 

https://theathletic.com/author/dennis-lin/
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Lauer said. “It’s just a mental adjustment I need to make, and I need to stay in 
games longer.” 

Lauer had recorded two outs in the fifth when, at 88 pitches, Green lifted him from 
the game. The rookie was tagged with four earned runs on six hits and three 
walks. He struck out three. Through five starts, he has an 8.14 ERA. He has 
completed more than five innings in a game only once. 

Perdomo, at the time of his relegation, had an 8.36 ERA. Of course, he also had 
two-plus seasons of major league experience. 

Lauer showed positive signs early in Thursday’s game. His first time through the 
Pirates’ order, he yielded a single and no walks. All three of his strikeouts came 
before the fourth inning. 

“That first three innings, those were a model of how he needs to pitch to be 
successful,” Green said. “…To me, it should be a revelation. ‘Oh, that’s how I pitch 
here — my strengths, aggressively. In the fourth inning, if I pitch behind, it’s going 
to be really tough to get big-league hitters out consistently.’” 

Lauer fell short on all fronts in his previous start, when the St. Louis Cardinals 
scored six runs in 2 1/3 innings. The left-hander got only one swinging strike amid 
62 pitches. His four-seam fastball topped out at 90.6 mph and averaged a season-
low 89.1 mph. 

On Thursday, Lauer induced six swinging strikes. His average four-seam velocity 
ticked up to 90.3 mph. He threw one pitch at 92.9 mph. 

“I have no idea,” Lauer said when asked about the discrepancy between starts. “I 
don’t know why [my velocity] was down. I don’t think my velo is a huge factor, 
because I don’t throw 97. As long as I’m making pitches, I don’t care if it’s 86 or 
92. It shouldn’t matter.” 

What does matter is that Lauer has not come as advertised, albeit in a small 
sample. Drafted in 2016, the first-rounder flew through the minors on the strength 
of his command of four pitches. Across five levels, he issued fewer than three 
walks per nine innings. 

Through five big-league starts, a span of 21 innings, he has walked 11 batters and 
allowed a .351 average. Nibbling has resulted in chunks of opposing offense, 
Thursday’s fourth inning supplying the latest illustration. 
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“I started making worse pitches, just missing spots by a little bit,” Lauer said. “I 
wasn’t getting ahead of guys. … I think I was pressing a little bit toward the end 
there, trying to get strike one. That just doesn’t help.” 

Cordero’s misplay didn’t help, either. The 23-year-old outfielder has had a number 
of bad reads this season, including one that ended a no-hit bid for Tyson Ross, 
but he also has shown eye-opening growth on offense. Green noted that, before 
this season, most of the rookie’s outfield experience had come in center. 

“There’s still an acclimation process in left,” the manager said. 

Villanueva booted a routine grounder in the seventh, committing his seventh error 
of the season — tied for most among National League third basemen — and 
allowing the go-ahead run to score. 

Villanueva also leads the team with 10 home runs, though a return to chase-happy 
ways has him in a weeks-long slump. The rookie’s two-way struggles have 
created perhaps one final opening for Cory Spangenberg, who will start Friday 
against Pittsburgh righty Iván Nova. 

As for Lauer, another short start would further cut into his leash. Perdomo, since 
being sent down to the hitter-friendly Pacific Coast League, has logged a 3.09 
ERA in five starts. He has completed at least six innings in each. 
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Padres face Nova, Pirates Friday night 
STATS 

Stats, Fox Sports 

The Pittsburgh Pirates made veteran right-hander Ivan Nova their Opening Day 
starter and looked to him to anchor the rotation this season. He’s fallen a little 
short of that. 

Nova, scheduled to start Friday in the second game of a four-game series against 
the San Diego Padres at PNC Park, is 2-3 with a 5.01 ERA, and he’s been far 
from consistent. 

After allowing one run in each of two starts in April, Nova has allowed 14 earned 
runs over his past three starts and hasn’t won since April 15. 

His last time out, Nova halted a stretch of two games in a row where he gave up 
five runs without completing five innings. He gave up four runs and eight hits, with 
two strikeouts and no walks, in 5 2/3 innings Sunday in a 5-0 Pittsburgh loss to 
San Francisco. 

“I feel like I pitched better than what the line shows,” Nova said. “I don’t feel like I 
had my best stuff, either. I was grinding out there, competing.” 

Still, it might have been a sign that he’s headed in the right direction. 

“I feel like (it) was a good step forward,” Nova said. “Hopefully, next time will be 
better.” 

Nova is 1-1 with a 2.31 ERA in four career starts against San Diego, including 0-1 
with a 4.09 ERA in two starts last year. 

Pittsburgh (26-17) has won eight of its past nine after taking the first game of the 
four-game series 5-4 on Thursday. The Padres (17-28) had won three of four. 

The Pirates announced their intention to recall outfielder Austin Meadows from 
Triple-A Indianapolis Friday, a first-round draft pick from five years ago who has 
had injury setbacks and is looking for his major league debut. 

https://www.foxsports.com/san-diego/story/padres-face-nova-pirates-friday-night-051818
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/pittsburgh-pirates-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/ivan-nova-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/austin-meadows-player-stats
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That could be related to center fielder Starling Marte‘s strained right oblique, which 
has kept him out of the past two games and could land him on the disabled list. 

For the Padres on Friday, right-hander Tyson Ross (2-3, 3.40 ERA) looks to 
continue a career comeback that has been a bright spot for the club. 

He is scheduled to make his ninth start, a success story in and of itself, but he’s 
been a rock among the Padres starters. 

San Diego took a chance and signed him to a minor league deal in December 
after he struggled with Texas in 2017 in coming off thoracic outlet surgery. 

“This is the best I’ve been in recent memory,” Ross said recently. “Giving (the 
team) a chance to win has been the most important thing.” 

He has struck out 53 in 47 2/3 innings. 

Most recently, he gave up one run, struck out seven and walked two in six innings 
Saturday but got a no-decision in the Padres’ 2-1, extra inning win against St. 
Louis. 

His cut fastball has been his keystone. 

“That definitely has been a big pitch for me this year,” he said. “I’ve had some 
good success with it.” 

Ross is 1-2 with a 3.29 ERA in five career starts against Pittsburgh. 
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#PadresOnDeck: Ornelas, Campusano, Ruiz Lead Single-A TinCaps to Victory 

By Bill Center 

Three of the Padres younger Top-30 prospects all had two hits Thursday night to 
lead Single-A Fort Wayne to a 7–3 win over West Michigan in Indiana. 

Tirso Ornelas and Luis Campusano had identical lines. Both went 2-for-4 with 
two RBIs and a run scored. Outfielder Ornelas, 18, a native of Tijuana signed with 
the Padres in 2016 and their №13 prospect according to MLB Pipeline, is 
hitting .262. Campusano, 19, was the Padres’ second-round draft pick last June 
and is their №22 prospect. His is hitting .282. 

Second baseman Esteury Ruiz, 19, who is ranked the Padres №10 prospect, was 
2-for-4 with a double, a stolen base and a run scored to raise his batting average 
to .276. 

Left-handed starter Aaron Leasher, 22, turned in his second straight strong start 
for the TinCaps, allowing three runs (one earned) on five hits and two walks with 
eight strikeouts in five innings to improve to 2–2 while lowering his earned run 
average to 3.11. 

— Right fielder Hunter Renfroe started his rehab assignment with Triple-A El 
Paso Thursday night and went 1-for-5 with a double, a run scored and a RBI. 

— Catcher Luis Torrens, who spent the 2017 season with the Padres as a Rule 5 
draftee, was 3-for-4 with a triple, a RBI and a run scored for Advanced Single-A 
Lake Elsinore to raise his batting average to .292. 

Around the Farm: 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (20–21): Fresno 9, CHIHUAHUAS 7 — DH Allen Craig(.241) 
was 1-for-2 with his six homer two walks, two RBIs and two runs scored. 3B Dusty 
Coleman (.206) hit his sixth homer in four at-bats with two RBIs. Renfroe had one 
of four doubles hit by the Chihuahuas. LF Shane Peterson (.236) had two doubles 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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in four at-bats with a RBI and a run scored. 2B Luis Urías (.269) had a double in 
four at-bats, a hit-by-pitch and a run scored. CF Auston Bousfield (.353) was 2-
for-3 with a walk, a hit-by-pitch and a run scored. C Brett Nicholas (.301) was 1-
for-4 with a RBI and a walk. Starting RHP Chris Huffman (5.80 ERA) allowed four 
runs on six hits and three walks with three strikeouts in three innings. RHP T.J. 
Weir (6.23) allowed two runs on six hits and two walks with five strikeouts in three 
innings. RHP Colten Brewer (0–3, 5.51) gave up a run on a hit in two innings to 
take the loss. LHP Kyle McGrath (5.97) allowed two runs on two hits and a walk in 
an inning. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (25–15): CORPUS CHRISTI 4, Missions 0 — San 
Antonio lost a fifth straight game coming off an 11-game winning streak. Starting 
RHP Lake Bachar (0–1, 3.38 ERA) allowed four runs on six hits and two walks 
with seven strikeouts in 5 2/3 innings. RHP Trevor Megill (2.70) allowed two hits 
with a strikeout in 1 1/3 innings. RHP Jason Jester (1.74) struck out two in a 
perfect inning. RF Forrestt Allday (.274) was 1-for-3 with a walk. DH Kyle 
Overstreet (.303) had a double in four at-bats. SS Fernando Tatis Jr. (.242) was 
1-for-4 with a stolen base. 1B Josh Naylor (.353) was 1-for-4. 

ADVANCED SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (17–24): Inland Empire 7, STORM 4 —
 RHP Michel Baez (0–4, 4.29 ERA) gave up four runs on six hits and a walk with 
four strikeouts in 4 1/3 innings. RHP Austin Smith (6.04) allowed two runs on 
three hits and a walk with a strikeout in 1 1/3 innings. RHP David Bednar (5.79) 
gave up a run on five hits with a strikeout in 2 1/3 innings. RHP Blake 
Rogers allowed a hit with two strikeouts in a scoreless inning. 2B Eguy 
Rosario (.266) had a double in three at-bats with a walk, a stolen base and a run 
scored. 3B Hudson Potts (.252) was 1-for-4 with a RBI. RF Nate Easley (.232) 
had a double in three at-bats with a run scored. 1B-RF Matthew Batten (.400) was 
1-for-4. 
Jeisson Rosario makes diving grab for TinCaps 

SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (17–22): TIN CAPS 7, West Michigan 3 — RHP Caleb 
Boushley (2.41 ERA) followed Leasher and allowed a hit and a walk with a 
strikeout in two scoreless innings. RHP Evan Miller (0.79) allowed a hit with a 
strikeout in a scoreless inning. RHP Jordan Guerrero (3.38) pitched a perfect 
ninth. Offensively, 1B Carlos Belen (.246) backed Ornelas, Campusano and Ruiz, 
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going 2-for-4 with a RBI. RF Jack Suwinski (.233) was 1-for-4 with a RBI. LF Tre 
Carter (.192) and 3B Luis Almanzar (.222) were both 1-for-3 with a walk and a 
run scored. CF Jeisson Rosario (.268) was 1-for-4 with a walk and a run scored. 
SS Justin Lopez (.239) was 1-for-4 with a run scored. 
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This Day in Padres History — May 18 

By Bill Center 
 

May 18, 1971 — The 3–2 loss to Houston at the Astrodome is the Padres’ still-
standing, franchise-record 13th straight loss on the road. 

May 18, 1980 — Kurt Bevacqua’s second, two-run single of the game in the ninth 
inning is the walk-off, game-winner in a 4–3 victory over the Cubs at San Diego 
Stadium. 

May 18, 1992 — Left-hander Bruce Hurst throws his second, complete-game, one-
hitter as a Padre in a 3–0 win over the Mets at San Diego Jack Murphy Stadium. 
Hurst walks two and strikes out seven. The only hit is an infield single by Chico 
Walker in the sixth inning. 

May 18, 2000 — During the Padres 6–2 win at Florida, Marlins baserunners steal 
10 bases off right-hander Stan Spencer in 6 1/3 innings. It is the most steals every 
by a team against the Padres in a game. 

May 18, 2005 — Shortstop Khalil Greene hits two, three-run homers for six RBIs in 
the Padres 8–4 win over Atlanta at Petco Park. 
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