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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1985-Rob Murphy allows a home run to the first batter he faces in a major league game. He will not allow another home run until 

1987, 55 innings later 

MLB.COM 
 

Disco's September struggles continue in loss 

Right-hander's ERA increases to 6.84 over past five starts 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Sep. 12th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- Before Wednesday's game against the Dodgers, Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman discussed the early 

removals of his younger starting pitchers and the data the club has about their difficulties when facing opponents' batting orders the 

third time around. 

 

During Cincinnati's 8-1 loss at Great American Ball Park, veteran Anthony DeSclafani's trouble wasn't and hasn't been the third 

time through the order but the second time. DeSclafani retired his first nine batters, then struggled to negotiate Los Angeles hitters 

in the fourth and fifth innings. He finished with six runs (five earned), five hits and three walks (one intentional) allowed over 4 2/3 

frames with five strikeouts. 

 

"Anthony was especially good the first three innings," Riggleman said. "You know things happen. He gives us a great effort. We've 

got to figure it out. We've got to be better. He's doing everything he can. He's a great competitor. I know he's frustrated with it." 

 

Jose Peraza's first-inning homer gave the Reds a 1-0 lead, but the Dodgers scored eight unanswered runs after that. Joc Pederson 

opened the fourth by hitting a 3-2 pitch to center field for a home run. With two outs, Max Muncy singled and scored on Yasmani 

Grandal's double. 

 

"I felt good today," said DeSclafani, who is 7-5 with a 4.80 ERA in 18 starts this season. "I was rolling, and then I gave up that 

leadoff bomb to Joc and they ended up putting up one more that inning. It seemed like every time I got on, I wasn't able to get that 

big pitch or that big out to take care of that inning and put a stop to it." 

 

A leadoff walk from DeSclafani to Yasiel Puig was the catalyst to a four-run fifth inning. A one-out double to short left field by 

Pederson set up Justin Turner's two-run single to center field. A two-out walk to Muncy brought Riggleman out to get DeSclafani. 

Muncy would score an unearned run when Cody Bellinger reached on a fielding error by second baseman Scooter Gennett. 

 

This season when facing lineups for the first time, DeSclafani's opponents' batting average is .211 with six home runs and 13 runs. 

But it goes up to .306 with nine homers and 24 runs the second time around. 

 

"I don't really care what, where the lineup is -- whether it's the first, second or third -- I'm just a believer that if you make your 

pitches, you're going to get your outs," DeSclafani said. "It can be the fourth time or the fifth time, it's irrelevant. But these past 

three outings, I haven't gotten through that second time or past that third time, and it's definitely frustrating to say the least. I've just 

got to figure out a way to get through these lineups, whether it's being more efficient or whatnot, I'm not sure." 

 

DeSclafani opened August with an 0.83 ERA over the month's first three starts -- all seven innings or more. Although he pitched at 

least six frames the next two times out, his numbers since mid-August have not sparkled. Over his last five starts, he is 1-2 with a 

6.84 ERA. He hasn't completed five innings in any of his last three outings. 

 

"It seems like I have a good stretch of outings and then a bad stretch," DeSclafani said. "I've just got to keep those bad stretches to a 

minimum and I'd be better off." 

 

It took until the final game of their season series, but the Dodgers notched their first win against the Reds after dropping the first six 

contests. 

 



"It's been happening -- not with Anthony -- but with a lot of guys who as hitters are making it tough," Riggleman said. "Hitters are 

making it tough to go through three times, sometimes even two times. It's the progress that they've made. Hitters have made great 

adjustments; now pitchers have to make adjustments." 

 

HE SAID IT 

"There's not really a lull in that lineup. It seems like every guy that comes up can potentially be a three or four guy on every other 

team. It's definitely an impressive lineup, to say the least. I feel if you execute pitches and mix in and out, you at least give yourself 

a chance to succeed, and I'm just not making pitches at times." -- DeSclafani, on the Dodgers' lineup. 

 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 

When Grandal hit a fourth-inning drive towards the top of the right-field wall, a young fan with a glove reached over the fence and 

caught the ball. It was ruled fan interference, and Grandal was awarded a double. Because there were two outs and Muncy was on 

the move from first base, umpire discretion allowed him to score. The Reds challenged the placement of the runners, but replay 

officials determined that the call stands. 

 

UP NEXT 

Following a day off on Thursday, the final Reds road trip begins at 2:20 p.m. ET Friday against the Cubs at Wrigley Field. Coming 

off of a strong performance, Matt Harvey will be on the mound to start against Cole Hamels. Harvey struck out 10 over six innings 

in Saturday's 7-2 win over the Padres. It marked the first time he recorded double-digit strikeouts in a game since May 8, 2016, 

while with the Mets. 

 

 

MLB's Top 10 prospects 1 year from now will be ... 

By Jim Callis MLB.com @JimCallisMLB 

Sep. 12th, 2018 

 

We're not satisfied with just identifying the game's 10 best prospects as of now, which we've done at MLB Pipeline's Prospect 

Watch, where Blue Jays third baseman Vladimir Guerrero Jr. sits atop our list. 

 

Let's raise the degree of difficulty and look even deeper into the future. What will the Top 10 look like a year from now? 

 

We've tackled this challenge at the end of the past two Minor League seasons, learning a few things in the process. Our research 

shows that nearly every player who finished one season among the Top 10 did so again 12 months later, provided he didn't graduate 

to the big leagues or get hurt. Prospects who ended the year ranked in the 11-25 range usually fill most of the Top 10 vacancies, a 

couple of players in the 26-50 range make a huge jump, and occasionally someone in the bottom half of the Top 100 or completely 

off the list will do the same. 

 

Our prognostications from a year ago went slightly askew because Nationals outfielder Victor Robles, White Sox outfielder Eloy 

Jimenez, Astros outfielder Kyle Tucker and Reds infielder Nick Senzel didn't graduate as expected and repeated on the Top 10 list. 

But we still nailed Guerrero as the No. 1 prospect, predicted that Rockies infielder Brendan Rodgers would remain in the Top 10 

and foresaw that Padres shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr. and Astros right-hander Forrest Whitley would make moves into that lofty 

territory. We also just missed on Padres left-hander MacKenzie Gore (No. 11 on the current Top 100) and called a breakout for 

Nationals outfielder Juan Soto, who rocketed to the Majors. 

 

Of the prospects currently in the Top 10 (none of whom should graduate by the end of this season), Guerrero, Tatis, Jimenez, 

Senzel, Robles, Rodgers, Tucker and Blue Jays infielder Bo Bichette all figure to be full-fledged big leaguers by the end of 2019. In 

case you are wondering about Michael Kopech, who is the highest-ranked prospect right now that you don't see below, he will retain 

his prospect status since he never reached 50 innings pitched, but it's hard to see him as a Top 10 prospect a year from since he will 

still be recovering from Tommy John surgery. 

 

1. Royce Lewis, SS, Twins (No. 1) 

The No. 1 overall pick in the 2017 Draft had no problems handling pitching at two Class A levels at age 19, may have more power 

than expected and looked better at shortstop than anticipated. 

 

2. Jo Adell, OF, Angels (No. 16) 

Adell may have the best all-around tools in the Minors and erased any concerns about his bat by racing to Double-A as a teenager. 

 

3. Alex Kirilloff, OF, Twins (No. 30) 

After missing last season recovering from Tommy John surgery, Kirilloff led the Minors with 44 doubles, 71 extra-base hits and 

296 total bases while looking like the successor to Guerrero and Jimenez as the game's best all-around hitting prospect. 

 

4. Forrest Whitley, RHP, Astros (No. 7) 



Whitley can miss bats with four pitches and could graduate in 2019, though the Astros are deep on the mound and he has barely 

pitched this year because of a 50-game suspension and some minor injuries. 

 

5. MacKenzie Gore, LHP, Padres (No. 11) 

Blister issues plagued Gore throughout his first full pro season, but he too has four bat-missing pitches, plus he pounds the strike 

zone and he's left-handed. 

 

6. Wander Franco, SS, Rays (No. 40) 

The next international megaprospect, Franco is a switch-hitting slugger who broke into pro ball this summer by winning 

Appalachian League MVP honors and posting a 1.004 OPS as the Rookie circuit's second-youngest regular (age 17). 

 

7. Taylor Trammell, OF, Reds (No. 19) 

Trammell has potential plus tools across the board with the exception of his arm, and his makeup is off the charts as well. 

 

8. Sixto Sanchez, RHP, Phillies (No. 18) 

Elbow inflammation dogged Sanchez this season, but he's still the same guy that makes hitters look bad with his fastball, curveball 

and changeup, and he draws some Pedro Martinez comparisons. 

 

9. Casey Mize, RHP, Tigers (No. 20) 

Mize went No. 1 overall in the 2018 Draft because of his combination of stuff and command, which might already be the best in the 

Minors. 

 

10. Dylan Cease, RHP, White Sox (No. 44) 

MLB Pipeline's Pitcher of the Year, Cease overmatched Double-A hitters with a devastating fastball/curveball combination. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Cincinnati Reds' magic against the Los Angeles Dodgers ends in an 8-1 loss 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 4:15 p.m. ET Sept. 12, 2018 | Updated 7:39 p.m. ET Sept. 12, 2018 

 

The Cincinnati Reds’ magic against the Los Angeles Dodgers ended with a thud Wednesday. 

 

The Dodgers beat up on Reds pitching in an 8-1 loss before a crowd of 15,633 at Great American Ball Park. The Reds had won the 

previous six meetings with the Dodgers this year.  

 

Right-hander Anthony DeSclafani went 4 ⅔ innings and allowed six runs (five earned) on five hits. He walked three and struck out 

five.  

 

DeSclafani went 3-1 with a 2.62 ERA in August. He is 0-1 with an 8.74 ERA in three September starts.  

 

“Anthony was especially good the first three innings,” Reds manager Jim Riggleman said. “You know things happen. He gives us a 

great effort. We’ve got to figure it out. We’ve got to be better. He’s doing everything he can. He’s a great competitor. I know he’s 

frustrated with it.  

 

“It’s been happening – not with Anthony – but hitters are making it tough. Hitters are making it tough to go through three times, 

sometimes even two times. It’s the progress they’ve made. Hitters have made great adjustments; now pitchers have to make 

adjustments.”  

 

Jose Peraza hit his 11th home run of the year in the second inning to give the Reds a 1-0 lead.  

 

To say the power is unexpected is an understatement. Peraza had 11 home runs in 2,127 minor league at-bats coming into the 

season. This year’s 11th came in his 571st at-bat. 

 

DeSclafani was perfect through three innings. When it went bad, it went really bad.  

 

Joc Pederson led off the fourth with his 22nd home run of the year and second in as many games. DeSclafani got the next two 

hitters, but Max Muncy singled.  

 

Former Red Yasmani Grandal followed with a shot to right field. A fan clearly reached over the wall and caught the ball. It was 

ruled interference. Grandal was put on second, and Muncy was awarded home. Replay confirmed the ruling. 



 

DeSclafani walked Yasiel Puig to start the fifth. An out later, Pederson doubled.  

 

Justin Turner lifted one over the drawn-in infield to get both runners in and make it 4-1. DeSclafani got another out, but he was done 

after walking Muncy. 

 

“I felt good today,” DeSclafani said. “I was rolling, and then I gave up that leadoff bomb to Joc and they ended up putting up one 

more that inning. It seemed like every time I got guys on, I wasn’t able to get that big pitch or that big out to take care of that inning 

and put a stop to it.” 

 

DeSclafani has failed to get through the fifth inning in each of his last three starts. Wednesday, it was the second trip through the 

lineup that got him. 

 

“I don’t really care what, where the lineup is, whether it’s the first, second or third, I’m just a believer that if you make your pitches, 

you’re going to get your outs,” he said. “It can be the fourth time or the fifth time, it’s irrelevant. But, these past three outings, I 

haven’t gotten through that second time or past that third time and it’s definitely frustrating to say the least. 

 

“I’ve just got to figure out a way to get through these lineups, whether it’s being more efficient or whatnot, I’m not sure. It seems 

like I have a good stretch of outings and then a bad stretch. I’ve just got to keep those bad stretches to a minimum and I’d be better 

off.” 

 

Wandy Peralta came in and allowed an RBI single to Grandal. Cody Bellinger hit one that went under Scooter Gennett’s glove for 

an error, allowing Turner to score and make it 6-1. 

 

Left-hander Amir Garrett made his return after a stint on the disabled list. He started the sixth and gave up two runs on two hits in 

two-thirds of an inning. 

 

The Reds did not threaten after the third. The Reds did win two of three in the series and finished a penultimate homestand 4-3. 

 

“I just want to win the ballgame at hand,” Riggleman said. “Never mind the previous two. Anthony came out throwing really good, 

we got a run, threatened to get a second run. After that, it was just downhill.” 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds' rotation remains in flux; Mahle may or may not make next scheduled start 

John Fay and Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 1:41 p.m. ET Sept. 12, 2018 

 

The Cincinnati Reds' rotation has been in a permanent state of flux this season. The latest? Tyler Mahle is in limbo after one 

September start.  

 

“We’ve got a question mark on (Tuesday)," Reds Interim Manager Jim Riggleman said. "We’re not sure yet on Mahle. His last 

outing, you noticed I took him out after three. He was OK. I just didn’t feel he was right where he needed to be, so we may give him 

some more days before we pitch him again or whatever.” 

 

Matt Harvey, Cody Reed and Luis Castillo will start the three games in a series with the Cubs in Chicago. Anthony DeSclafani will 

start the first game of the series with the Brewers in Milwaukee.  

 

Reed's numbers are not particularly good in his three starts: 13 ⅔ innings, 18 hits, seven walks, 11 strikeouts, 6.59 ERA. But he'll 

get at least one more start. 

 

“He’s shown flashes,” Riggleman said. “We’d like to have the left-hander in the rotation. This is a little bit of an audition. We think 

he’s going to be a real factor on the club whether it’s in the rotation or the bullpen. 

 

“If it could work out of the rotation, it’s better yet.” 

 

Since Riggleman took over, extended starts are rare. A Reds starter has not gone seven or more innings since DeSclafani went 7 ⅔ 

on Aug. 17. 

 

“Reluctantly, we’re looking to get five innings," Riggleman said. "I love it when we get six-plus. That’s better yet. That’s what we 

want. DeSclafani’s gone seven or whatever. We’ve just had to lower the bar for what we expect out of starters. Hitters have made so 

much progress.” 

 



Riggleman's quick hook comes often on the third time through the lineup. 

 

“I just want to see them pitch good, keep us in the game. (If) it’s 3-3, and you have two men on, and you’ve got a fresh bullpen, you 

feel like, ‘Is he struggling out there and do I continue to watch it, or do I put a fresher arm in and nip it in the bud right there?' " 

 

“Ideally, you let them keep pitching. It’s September. We’ve got a lot of data that says – it’s not May – we’ve got a lot of data that 

batting average the third time through the lineup – and that’s happening in fourth and fifth – we’re getting hit at a rate of .350, .375, 

.380. Those aren’t my numbers. Those are numbers. I guess I’m not fighting, saying that won’t happen today. It’s happened too 

many times.” 

 

200 FOR SCOOTER? Scooter Gennett went into Tuesday with 172 hits. That gives him an outside shot at 200 hits. Pete Rose with 

204 in 1977 is last Red to get to 200 hits. 

 

Gennett will get the playing time to make a run.  

 

“I’m not worried about seeing guys play,” Riggleman said. “I like putting the regulars out there as long as they feel good.” 

 

Gennett is dealing with a left thigh strain.  

 

“I’ve tried to tone it down,” Riggleman said. “There are 3-2 counts I’ve not had him run on because of the leg, not asking him to 

bust down the line. As long as he feels good to go, he’ll be in there. If that results in the 200 hits, that’s wonderful.” 

 

HE LOVES LA: Reds relief pitcher David Hernandez grew up a diehard Los Angeles Dodgers fan in Northern California. Both of 

his parents were Dodgers fans. 

  

Pitching against the Dodgers on Tuesday, Hernandez helped give the Dodgers their sixth straight loss against the Reds this season. 

Hernandez entered with bases loaded and two outs in the seventh inning, facing pinch-hitter Justin Turner. 

  

After falling into a 2-0 count, Hernandez snuck a fastball past Turner. On the fourth pitch of the at-bat, Hernandez escaped the jam 

by inducing a ground ball for a fielder’s choice, preserving a 3-1 lead. 

  

“He’s probably one of the better hitters in the National League,” Hernandez said of Turner. “You just try to throw something over 

the plate. I mean, you definitely don’t want to fall to 3-0. Hopefully, he swings through it like he did. He doesn’t do that too often. 

After that, you just have to keep making pitches.” 

  

Riggleman said he turned to Hernandez with the bases loaded because of the pitcher’s experience. Hernandez has inherited 23 

runners this season and only three have scored. 

  

Hernandez followed with a scoreless eighth inning, lowering his season’s ERA to 2.35. 

  

“That’s my favorite part about being a reliever. Just coming in, game is on the line,” Hernandez said. “It still doesn’t get old. I’m 

still running out there with the butterflies. You throw that first pitch and then it’s back to baseball. Those are the spots that all of us 

need to want to be in.” 

  

Hernandez admitted it’s special playing the team that he always cheered for. Since he was 4 years old, he dreamed of playing for the 

Dodgers. 

  

“I grew up a diehard Dodgers fan,” Hernandez said. “My parents grew up Dodgers fans. Every offseason you go in, you’re a free 

agent and you don’t get a phone call from them, it definitely leaves a chip on your shoulder. I enjoy the battles I’ve had. 

  

“I’m playing for teams that want me. I’m happy here, and I think we can be something special in the future.” 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Wednesday loss aside, Reds have been Dodgers’ kryptonite this season 

By C. Trent Rosecrans Sep 12, 2018     

 

CINCINNATI – The Reds may have lost 8-1 to the Dodgers on Wednesday, but the season series has been surprisingly dominated 

by the last-place team. The Reds won six of seven games from the Dodgers this season. 

 



The Dodgers stand at 78-67 and started Wednesday a game-and-a-half behind the first-place Rockies in the National League West. 

The Reds fell to 63-84 after starting the day 22 games out of first place in the NL Central. 

 

The Reds swept the Dodgers in four games in Los Angeles in May, the first time they’d done that since 1976, but fell short of the 

season sweep when Anthony DeSclafani took a no-hitter into the fourth. He couldn’t get out of the fifth and allowed six runs. 

 

Still, it’s interesting that one of baseball’s worst teams was able to play so well this season against what is supposed to be one of its 

best. 

 

Here’s a look at some of the numbers from a strange season series: 

 

32: The number of total All-Star appearances from the 36 players on the Dodgers’ roster. Wednesday’s lineup featured seven former 

All-Stars – with Max Muncy and Kiké Hernandez as the only non-All-Stars in the starting lineup. Muncy was part of this year’s 

Home Run Derby at Nationals Park. 

 

Yasiel Puig, an All-Star in 2014, was batting eighth. 

 

“There’s not really a lull in that lineup,” DeSclafani said. “It seems like every guy that comes up can potentially be a three or four 

guy on every other team. It’s definitely an impressive lineup, to say the least.” 

 

Of those 32 All-Star appearances, Clayton Kershaw accounts for seven and Chase Utley six. 

 

The Reds roster had four players who made a total of nine All-Star appearances, with Joey Votto (six) the only Reds player with 

multiple appearances on his resume. Eugenio Suárez and Scooter Gennett made their first All-Star trips this year and Matt Harvey 

was an All-Star in 2013. 

 

133: The Dodgers’ run differential of 133 is the best in the National League. 

 

The Reds’ negative-93 run differential is the third-worst in the National League, only behind the Padres (negative-138 entering 

Wednesday’s game) and the Marlins (negative-192 entering Wednesday’s game). 

 

The Reds outscored the Dodgers by 13 runs, 34-21, in the seven-game series. 

 

.654: Scooter Gennett was 17 for 26 with a double, two home runs, 10 RBI and six runs scored in the seven games with the Dodgers 

this season. He was 1 for 4 on Wednesday. 

 

.410: One-time Dodger José Peraza is hitting .410 in his career against the Dodgers (25 for 61). He hit a solo home run in the first 

inning of Wednesday’s game to account for the Reds’ only run of the game. 

 

.215: Dodgers batters hit .215/.290/.342 against the Reds in the seven games this season, while the Reds hit .280/.330/.460 against 

the Dodgers. 

 

3.10: Reds pitchers had a 3.10 ERA in the seven games against the Dodgers. Reds starters had a 3.71 ERA in their seven starts 

against the Dodgers and a 5.27 ERA against all other teams. Dodgers starters had a 5.61 ERA against the Reds this season and a 

3.15 ERA against everyone else. 

 

0: Innings from Clayton Kershaw against the Reds. 

 

3: Dylan Floro pitched three scoreless innings in the series this season – one for the Reds (May 10) and two against the Reds 

(Tuesday and Thursday). 

 

1976: The Reds’ six-game winning streak against the Dodgers was their longest since 1976 when they won seven straight from Los 

Angeles. The Reds were pretty good that year. 

 

.611: The Dodgers are 33-21 all-time against the Reds at Great American Ball Park. Only the Mets have a better winning percentage 

here (.627, 32-19). 

 

2: There have only been two season sweeps in the history of the 119 seasons the teams have played each other – in 2006 and last 

season, the Reds lost all six games to the Dodgers. 

 

1 of 20: The Reds are 1-19 in games started by Homer Bailey this season. The one win? At Dodger Stadium on May 12, when he 

gave up 10 hits in five innings, but just three runs in a 5-3 Reds victory. 



 

1: The Royals are the only team left the that Reds have a chance of sweeping the season series. The Reds took two games in 

Kauffman Stadium in June. After the Reds go to Chicago, Milwaukee and Miami, the Royals come in for two games at Great 

American Ball Park on Sept. 25 and 26. 

 

Transactions 
 

09/12/18  

Washington Nationals activated RHP Jeremy Hellickson from the 10-day disabled list. 

New York Yankees recalled RHP Chance Adams from Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders. 

St. Louis Cardinals activated 3B Jedd Gyorko. 

  

 


