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Rockies decline Parra's option for 2019 
Do-Hyoung Park | MLB.com | Oct. 30th, 2018 
 

The Rockies have declined a $12 million club option on outfielder Gerardo Parra for the 2019 season, exercising a $1.5 

million buyout on Tuesday to make him a free agent. 

 

Parra appeared in 142 games in 2018 but started only 97 of them as a platoon outfielder, primarily in left field. He hit 

.284/.342/.372 in the final year of a three-year, $27.5 million contract inked prior to the 2016 season. The two-time 

National League Gold Glove Award winner lost playing time toward the end of the regular season when David Dahl 

returned from injury and Matt Holliday made his return to Colorado in August. 

 

The left-handed-hitting Parra, 31, struggled to live up to expectations in his first year with Colorado in 2016, hitting .253 

with a .671 OPS, but he rebounded in '17 with career highs in average (.309) and RBIs (71). He spent the first five-plus 

seasons of his 10-year career with the D-backs before brief stints with Milwaukee and Baltimore prior to his arrival in 

Denver. 

 

Still, the Rockies will entertain the idea of agreeing to a less expensive deal with Parra, who showed value as a pinch-

hitter this season by batting .393/.433/.536 with one homer, one double and two walks in 30 plate appearances. 

 

Franchise mainstay Carlos Gonzalez and Holliday are also free agents again for the Rockies. Colorado has two starting 

outfield positions locked up for 2019 between Dahl and three-time All-Star Charlie Blackmon, who in April was extended 

through the '21 season with player options for '22 and '23. 
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The crowded Rockies outfield also includes a number of younger players, including Raimel Tapia and Noel Cuevas, who 

have both contributed at the Major League level, and Mike Tauchman, who registered a .978 OPS with Triple-A 

Albuquerque this year but struggled in brief big league stints.  
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Here's what happened in Tuesday's AFL action 
MLB.com | Oct. 30th, 2018 
 
Here's a team-by-team breakdown of how all 30 teams' prospects fared in Arizona Fall League action on Tuesday: 

 

• Gameday: Glendale 3, Scottsdale 0 | Peoria 12, Surprise 7 | Salt River 14, Mesa 4 

 

AL East 

 

Blue Jays (Surprise) 

No. 1 overall prospect Vladimir Guerrero Jr. went hitless in four at-bats, but he drew a walk and scored a run. Blue Jays 

No. 9 prospect Cavan Biggio entered as a pinch-runner and later doubled, while second baseman Santiago Espinal (No. 

22) added a double and an RBI. Jackson McClelland gave up four runs in one inning of relief. 

 

Orioles (Glendale) 

Tanner Chleborad turned in his third straight scoreless outing with a 1-2-3 sixth inning, striking out one Scottsdale hitter. 

 

Rays (Peoria) 

Right-hander Miguel Sanchez was the first man out of the bullpen for Peoria. He gave up two unearned runs on one hit 

and one walk. Southpaw Dalton Moats hurled 1 1/3 perfect frames and struck out two batters. 

 

Red Sox (Mesa) 

Esteban Quiroz went 1-for-2 with a solo home run, his second homer of the Fall League campaign, as he went deep to 

the opposite field in the ninth. 

 

Yankees (Glendale) 

Shortstop Thairo Estrada, the Yankees' No. 16 prospect, stretched his hitting streak to seven games with a 2-for-5 

afternoon, raising his AFL average to .269. Matt Wivinis threw a perfect seventh inning with a pair of strikeouts. 

 

AL Central 
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Indians (Glendale) 

Indians No. 6 prospect Yu Chang clubbed his second homer of the AFL season, an opposite-field, two-run shot that 

extended Glendale's lead to 3-0 in the third inning. He's hitting .364 after extending his hitting streak to nine games, with 

multiple hits in six of those contests. Starting pitcher Justin Garza was spectacular, allowing one hit and one walk in five 

scoreless innings while striking out five to earn his first win of the fall. Connor Marabell was 0-for-3 with a walk. 

 

Royals (Surprise) 

Catcher Meibrys Viloria drew three walks and scored two runs, and right fielder Nick Heath went 1-for-4 with a single and 

a run. Reliever Grant Gavin allowed one run on two hits and struck out a batter in a one-inning relief appearance. 

 

Tigers (Mesa) 

Daniel Woodrow went 1-for-4 with an RBI and a run scored, and he is now hitting .282 in the Fall League. 

 

Twins (Salt River) 

Twins No. 18 prospect Travis Blankenhorn broke out of his slump with a 3-for-4 day. The former third-round pick also 

collected four RBIs, which matched his season high from the Minor League season. More » 

 

White Sox (Glendale) 

White Sox No. 4 prospect Luis Robert continued his fall tear, hitting safely in his ninth straight game with a 2-for-3 

performance, including a first-inning RBI single. Zach Thompson allowed a hit in the ninth, but he struck out the side to 

earn his second save of the fall. No. 9 prospect Luis Alexander Basabe walked but struck out four times. 

 

AL West 

 

A's (Mesa) 

Luis Barrera went 2-for-4 with two RBIs, including a two-run opposite-field double. Eli White, the A's No. 18 prospect, 

picked up two hits, and Skye Bolt (No. 30) went 0-for-4. Jake Bray came on in relief and gave up one run on two hits in 

two innings. 

 

Angels (Mesa) 
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Angels No. 4 prospect Jahmai Jones had a tough day as he went 0-for-5, but he is still hitting .327 in the AFL. David 

MacKinnon went 1-for-2 and walked twice. Roberto Baldoquin's rough AFL continued with an 0-for-4 performance. A trio 

of Angels pitching prospects took the mound, but none of them had much success as Daniel Procopio, Ryan Clark and 

Brett Hanewich combined to give up 10 runs on nine hits in four innings. 

 

Astros (Scottsdale) 

Trent Thornton, the Astros' No. 24 prospect, allowed a two-run homer in two innings of relief while striking out three. 

Center fielder Ronnie Dawson walked but struck out three times. 

 

Mariners (Peoria) 

Mariners No. 2 prospect Ian Miller had two hits, a run and a walk, but he was also caught stealing in the second inning. 

Second baseman Chris Mariscal had an RBI ground-rule double. 

 

Rangers (Surprise) 

Rangers No. 2 prospect Julio Pablo Martinez started in left field and went 1-for-3 with a strikeout. First baseman Charles 

Leblanc had two hits, including a triple, and two runs scored. Yanio Perez went 0-for-3 with a walk and an RBI groundout. 

Right-hander Tai Tiedemann started and pitched 3 2/3 innings, allowing one run on five hits and striking out five. 

 

NL East 

 

Braves (Peoria) 

First baseman Braxton Davidson starred for Peoria with a multi-homer game. He drove in three runs and also added a 

double. Braves No. 6 prospect Cristian Pache went 2-for-5 with a run and an RBI, and shortstop Ray-Patrick Didder (2-

for-5) scored three runs, drew a walk and stole a base. Right-hander Matt Walker earned the win in relief, allowing one 

unearned run in 1 2/3 innings. Righty Jeremy Walker started and was tagged for four runs on five hits, including a home 

run, and three walks in four innings. More » 

 

Marlins (Salt River) 
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Marlins No. 2 prospect Monte Harrison missed hitting a grand slam by only a few feet, but had a pretty big day regardless. 

Harrison went 2-for-3 with three RBIs, stole two bases and picked up an outfield assist. Bryson Brigman went 1-for-5 and 

scored a run. 

 

Mets (Scottsdale) 

The Mets' top two prospects were both in action, with No. 1 prospect Andres Jimenez going 1-for-4 with a strikeout and 

No. 2 Peter Alonso going 0-for-4 with three strikeouts. Joe Zanghi walked a batter in a scoreless sixth inning. 

 

Nationals (Salt River) 

Nationals No. 7 prospect Daniel Johnson and Tres Barrera (No. 15) each picked up a hit. Johnson went 1-for-5 with an 

RBI, while Barrera went 1-for-2 with a run scored. Jake Noll went 0-for-3 but collected a pair of RBIs. Three Nationals 

pitching prospects turned in strong performances on the mound as Jordan Mills, Taylor Guilbeau and Ben Braymer each 

put together a scoreless outing. The three combined to throw 3 1/3 innings, while striking out five and yielding only one hit. 

 

Phillies (Scottsdale) 

Third baseman Luke Williams was 1-for-4 with a triple, his first extra-base hit of the fall. The other three Phillies prospects 

in the lineup -- Austin Listi, Darick Hall and No. 11 prospect Arquimedes Gamboa -- were all hitless. Seth McGarry started 

for Scottsdale and allowed one run in two innings, despite running into jams in both of the frames. 

 

NL Central 

 

Brewers (Peoria) 

Brewers No. 19 prospect Trent Grisham had a single and a walk in five plate appearances. Aaron Wilkerson threw a 

perfect inning of relief. Designated hitter Keston Hiura (No. 1) stuffed the box score, going 2-for-5 with two runs scored, 

two RBIs, a double and a stolen base. 

 

Cardinals (Surprise) 

Lane Thomas clubbed his first home run of the fall with a three-run blast in the second inning, and he also plated a run on 

a sacrifice fly. Connor Jones allowed two runs in 1 1/3 innings on a hit and two walks. 
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Cubs (Mesa) 

Justin Steele, the Cubs' No. 8 prospect, got the start for the Solar Sox, but he struggled and pitched only two innings. He 

gave up three runs on four hits, while walking two and striking out two. Jhonny Pereda singled and went 1-for-3. 

 

Pirates (Surprise) 

Pirates No. 5 prospect Cole Tucker had a forgettable day at the plate, going hitless in five at-bats with two strikeouts. Matt 

Eckelman took the loss for Surprise after allowing four runs in one inning of relief. Geoff Hartlieb allowed a hit and a walk 

and struck out one batter in a scoreless frame. 

 

Reds (Scottsdale) 

Catcher Mark Kolozsvary was 1-for-3 in his second straight game with a hit, while shortstop Alfredo Rodriguez, the Reds' 

No. 23 prospect, was hitless in three at-bats with a strikeout. 

 

NL West 

 

D-backs (Salt River) 

D-backs No. 1 prospect Jon Duplantier was up-and-down in his start for the Rafters. The right-hander struggled with 

consistency as he gave up three runs on six hits over 4 2/3 innings. Duplantier recorded five strikeouts, but he also issued 

four walks. Daulton Varsho (No. 5) is hitting .389 after his 2-for-4 day at the plate. 

 

Dodgers (Glendale) 

The Dodgers had a number of prospects in action. No. 2 prospect Keibert Ruiz draw a walk, but he went 0-for-3 with a 

strikeout. First baseman Jared Walker added a single and a walk. Second baseman Errol Robinson (No. 20) went 0-for-3 

with a walk and two strikeouts, and left fielder Cody Thomas was 0-for-4. Right-hander Jordan Sheffield (No. 26) pitched a 

scoreless inning. 

 

Giants (Scottsdale) 

Three Giants prospects pitched in relief for Scottsdale, with Chase Johnson, No. 19 prospect Melvin Adon and Sam Wolff 

combining for four scoreless frames. Johnson was shaky but survived a bases-loaded jam, while Adon and Wolff 

combined for six strikeouts in three innings. 
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Padres (Peoria) 

Padres No. 25 prospect Austin Allen helped fuel Peoria's 12-run outburst with two home runs and five RBIs. Third 

baseman Hudson Potts (No. 23) went 1-for-4 with a run scored and a walk, and Dauris Valdez struck out two in a perfect 

ninth. 

 

Rockies (Salt River) 

Justin Lawrence, the Rockies' No. 17 prospect, gave up a solo homer, but he struck out the side in his one inning on the 

mound. Tyler Nevin (No. 11) continued his torrid AFL campaign with a 1-for-2, two-RBI performance. Nevin, who was 

named the Player of the Week earlier in the day, is hitting .469. Sam Hilliard (No. 9) and Josh Fuentes each picked up two 

hits and scored three runs. Fuentes also hit his second homer of the AFL season in the fifth inning.  
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Rox enter offseason facing Arenado's future 
Star third baseman has one more season under club control 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 29th, 2018 
 
DENVER -- With third baseman Nolan Arenado going into his final year of club control, the Rockies face juicy Hot Stove 

options: Do they bestow upon Arenado the generational wealth of a multiyear contract? Or potentially lose him to another 

suitor after the season? 

 

But there is a larger question: What does the 2018 season mean? 

 

With solid starting pitching and an offense that had star power but battled inconsistency, the Rockies finished 162 games 

tied with the Dodgers for first place in the National League West. A loss to the Dodgers in the tiebreaker sent the Rockies 

to the NL Wild Card Game, where they beat the Cubs before bowing out vs. the Brewers in a three-game NL Division 

Series sweep. 

 

The Rockies' Arenado situation is more analogous to the one the Nationals faced last winter with Bryce Harper than the 

Orioles' situation with Manny Machado. The Nationals, believed to be a World Series contender entering 2018, held on to 

Harper through a disappointing finish. The Orioles -- en route to 115 losses -- dealt Machado to the Dodgers as the non-

waiver Trade Deadline approached. 

 

The Nats could argue that their window to win is still open, even if they lose Harper and still need help with pitching, 

second base and catching. The Rockies can make the same point, maybe stronger. 

 

No Rockies starting pitcher will reach free agency before 2021 (Chad Bettis). DJ LeMahieu and Carlos Gonzalez became 

free agents this week, but after Arenado, the next big run-producer to potentially hit free agency would be Trevor Story in 

'22. 

 

So, the question for the offseason: Are the Rockies better-positioned to chase a World Series title with Arenado or 

without? Even with him, the Rockies will need to add another proven hitter, either through free agency or a trade. 

 

Colorado's history shows that dealing a productive offensive player can pay immediate dividends, but circumstances were 

different. 
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After a disappointing 2008, the Rockies traded Matt Holliday -- then a year from free agency -- to the Athletics in a deal 

that brought Gonzalez and Huston Street to Colorado. Gonzalez, after some Minor League time and a slow start in the 

Majors, eventually replaced Holliday's bat, and Street was the closer the Rockies needed. Colorado reached the 

postseason in '09, falling to the Phillies in the NLDS. 

 

Back then the offense was potent enough to wait while Gonzalez developed, but the current club needs thunder even with 

Arenado. Also, the '09 Rockies didn't enter with nearly the expectations they will face in '19. 

 

A look at another team -- and a familiar name at the same contract stage -- might be instructive. 

 

After making the World Series in 2014 and winning it the next year, the Royals faded in September 2016 but still had 

many World Series parts in place, and they entered '17 with high expectations. Kansas City finished '16 with the Majors' 

14th-highest payroll, according to Sportrac. Royals closer Wade Davis was entering his final year of club control. 

 

The Royals dealt Davis to the Cubs for outfielder Jorge Soler -- under club control through 2021 -- thinking his offense 

would make up for Davis' absence. But injuries limited Soler to 35 games in '17, and the Royals couldn't replace Davis. 

Joakim Soria and Kelvin Herrera struggled as closers. Mike Minor converted six September saves, but Kansas City's 

postseason dreams fizzled. 

 

Could the Royals have competed for another title with Davis? With the Cubs, Davis converted 32 of 33 save chances in 

2017. This year, he set a Rockies record with 43 saves (despite a couple of crisis points) as he began a three-year, $52 

million contract. 

 

If the Rockies believe they are close, and believe in the pitching and the quality of controllable position players, any trade 

for Arenado would have to be a doozy. The deal would have to replace him -- in 2018 an NL-high 38 home runs, 110 

RBIs, .935 OPS, plus outstanding defense -- and either bring back or facilitate the acquisition of at least one more run-

producer. 

 

Or Arenado could help drive the Rockies' title hopes -- for 2019 and maybe beyond. 
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Every team's biggest free-agent regret 
Will Leitch | MLB.com | Oct. 30th, 2018 
 

Free-agency season -- the "Hot Stove," if you will -- is about to begin, and it can be a dangerous game to play. Sure, that 

free-agent player looks shiny and enticing on the shelf, like he's the perfect fit for what ails your team, but remember: 

Every car starts losing value the minute you drive it off the lot. 

 

No deal is truly a disaster, of course: Even the worst "busts" provide value for a team. But we'd all do some things 

differently if we had a chance to do them over again. With that in mind, we look at the most regrettable free-agent decision 

ever for each MLB team. Every franchise has some regrets. These ones still haunt fans of these teams today. Some of 

these are big deals gone wrong, while others are a different kind of regret, where a team let a star walk away only to 

watch him continue his dominance elsewhere. 

 

AMERICAN LEAGUE EAST 

 

Blue Jays: B.J. Ryan, five years, $47 million, 2005 

Ryan had one great year for Toronto before Tommy John surgery essentially ended his career, and he spent the last year 

of this deal on the shelf. 

 

Orioles: Albert Belle, five years, $65 million, 1999 

Belle wasn't terrible for Baltimore when he played, but chronic hip problems forced him to retire two years into the deal. 

 

Rays: Pat Burrell, two years, $16 million, 2009 

Tampa Bay is famously hesitant to give big contracts, but the Rays thought spending for Burrell the year after he'd helped 

beat them in the World Series with Philadelphia would put them over the top. He ended up just hitting two homers in 24 

games for them in 2010. 

 

Red Sox: Pablo Sandoval, five years, $95 million, 2014 

Boston will be paying Sandoval about as much as Dustin Pedroia and Chris Sale combined this season. The Red Sox's 

run of success the past few years definitely takes the sting out of this one. 

Yankees: Carl Pavano, four years, $39.95 million, 2004 
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There will be some Ed Whitson backers here, but Pavano could barely stay on the field, making just 26 starts across three 

seasons in New York, while posting a 5.00 ERA and becoming a tabloid scapegoat in the process. 

 

AL CENTRAL 

 

Indians: Losing Manny Ramirez to the Red Sox, 2000 

Cleveland wanted to keep Manny -- the Tribe offered him eight years, $136 million -- but Boston set the foundation of 

what it would be doing over the next decade by stealing him away. 

 

Royals: Jose Guillen, three years, $36 million, 2008 

Guillen was terrible for Kansas City, but he was even more of a problem off the field, criticizing the organization constantly 

and even getting in fights with fans. He is, uh, not missed. 

 

Tigers: Mike Moore, three years, $10 million, 1992 

Moore had been an All-Star and a World Series winner with Oakland just three years earlier. His career ERA in 86 starts 

for Detroit? 5.90. 

 

Twins: Losing David Ortiz to the Red Sox 2002 

Technically speaking, Minnesota non-tendered Ortiz, a move that was a mistake then and has grown progressively more 

regrettable every year since. He subsequently signed with Boston, and you know the rest. 

 

White Sox: Adam Dunn, four years, $56 million, 2011 

Dunn hit .201 in his time with Chicago, which was low even for him, and even his 41-homer season came with 222 

strikeouts. 

 

AL WEST 

 

Angels: Josh Hamilton, five years, $125 million, 2012 

Hamilton was an inspiring story, and almost a World Series hero in 2011, but the Halos had to pay him more than $26 

million after they released him. 
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Astros: Losing Randy Johnson to the D-backs, 1998 

Johnson was always a non-waiver Trade Deadline day acquisition, but Houston could have kept him just as much as 

Arizona could have grabbed him. Three years later, the D-backs had won their World Series. 

 

Athletics: Losing Catfish Hunter to the Yankees, 1974 

There was no reason, really, for Oakland to lose Hunter; it was just a disagreement about a technicality in Hunter's 

contract. That led to an arbitration hearing that ended up voiding Hunter's contract and making him baseball's first free 

agent. (He of course then signed with the Yankees.) 

 

Mariners: Carlos Silva, four years, $48 million, 2007 

Silva wasn't particularly good before he signed with the Mariners, but with Seattle? 5-18, 6.81 ERA. 

 

Rangers: Chan Ho Park, five years, $65 million 

Park was thought of as an innings-eater before he came to Texas, but his 5.79 ERA with the Rangers probably made the 

fans wish he had pitched a lot less. 

 

NATIONAL LEAGUE EAST 

 

Braves: Melvin Upton Jr., five years, $72.3 million, 2013 

B.J. Upton hit 28 homers in his walk year for the Rays … but Atlanta was ready to ship him out two years into his deal. By 

the end of the contract, he had a different name all together. 

 

Marlins: John Burkett, two years, $7 million, 1995 

Say what you will about the Marlins, but they're pretty good about not making terrible free-agent signings. 

 

Mets: Losing Daniel Murphy, 2016 

It's a special kind of pain to watch a guy finally figure out his swing right before he heads off to a division rival on a modest 

three-year deal and finishes second in the NL MVP Award vote. 
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Nationals: Matt Wieters, two years, $21 million, 2017 

The Nats really needed a catcher when they signed this deal, and Wieters was coming off a year in which he made the 

All-Star team with Baltimore. But his power disappeared with Washington, and he posted a .658 OPS across two 

seasons. 

 

Phillies: Losing Dave Stewart, 1986 

Stewart had been run out of Texas and Philadelphia -- and almost went to Japan -- before the A's grabbed him in May 

1986. Imagine how different the Phillies look the rest of that decade if they have peak Stewart? 

 

NL CENTRAL 

 

Brewers: Jeffrey Hammonds, three years, $22.2 million, 2000 

This deal came on the heels of Hammonds posting a .924 OPS with Colorado, and it's clear that teams were still not fully 

comprehending the Coors Field Effect. 

 

Cardinals: Tino Martinez, three years, $21 million, 2002 

Martinez was signed to be the Mark McGwire replacement, but he clearly missed New York. He was terrible in the 2002 

postseason (going 2-for-25) and was eventually shipped to Tampa Bay before his contract was up. 

 

Cubs: Losing Greg Maddux, 1992 

Maddux had just won his first Cy Young Award with the Cubs the year before … so he just went out and won three more. 

 

Pirates: Losing Barry Bonds, 1992 

It's difficult to imagine any scenario Bonds would have stayed in Pittsburgh … but think of how different baseball history is 

if he had. 

 

Reds: Eric Milton, three years, $25.5 million, 2005 

Cincinnati was still learning about its new ballpark in 2005, and the Reds learned quickly: Fly-ball pitchers would struggle 

there. 
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NL WEST 

 

D-backs: Russ Ortiz, four years, $33 million, 2004 

Arizona got 28 starts out of Ortiz, who ended up with a 5-16 record with a 7.00 ERA. 

 

Dodgers: Darren Dreifort, five years, $55 million, 2000 

Dreifort pitched only 200 innings after Los Angeles gave him this deal, and he retired at the end of it. 

 

Giants: Barry Zito, seven years, $126 million, 2006 

Zito's ERA was more than a run higher with San Francisco than Oakland, though he did play for a couple of World Series 

winners. He wasn't worth it on a dollar-for-dollar level, but the fans still like him, so this isn't so bad as far as regrets go. 

 

Padres: Oscar Gamble, six years, $2.8 million, 1978 

Gamble's hair was glorious, of course … but he ended up playing just one year with San Diego, the worst year of his 

career. 

 

Rockies: Mike Hampton, eight years, $121 million, 2001 

Hampton famously said he chose Colorado because of the school system when he inked the deal, but he was already in 

Atlanta two years in. 
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Nolan Arenado’s contract status leads to-do list for Rockies GM Jeff Bridich 
Manager Bud Black entering final year of three-year contract 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | Oct. 30, 2018 
 
The World Series is over, and the Red Sox, sporting the highest payroll in baseball, are champions. 

 

Next on the docket: the hot stove season, with all of its rumors, trades, signings and wishful thinking. 

 

It’s going to be a crucial offseason for the Rockies, who are coming off their second consecutive playoff season but need 

some major improvements, especially on offense, if they are going to have a realistic chance at another playoff run in 

2019. 

 

Here are some key decisions facing general manger Jeff Bridich and his front office: 

 

Club options: 

 

— Outfielder Gerardo Parra, 31:  The club held a $12.5 million option with a $1.5 million buyout. As expected, the club 

declined the option on Tuesday. Parra was a part-time starter in 2018, but his age and cost made him expendable. He’s 

now a free agent. 

 

— Relief pitcher Seunghan Oh, 36: He has a vesting club option worth $2.5 million and his contract includes a $250,000 

buyout. There were reports last week out of his native South Korea that Oh was considering returning to pitch in his home 

country. Bridich, however, refuted that report, saying, “His comments to the Korean media were not specifically about 

2019. It was more about ending his career there. Our understanding is that he has every intention of honoring his current 

contract.” 

 

In other words, the Rockies are likely to pick up Oh’s option. 

 

All contract options must be decided on by 3 p.m. Friday (MDT). 

 

Qualifying offers: 
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Teams must decide whether to extend a one-year, $17.9 million contract to eligible free agents. The deadline is 3 p.m. 

Friday and players who receive them have 10 days to accept or reject the offer. If they turn it down and sign elsewhere, 

their former team can gain compensation in return. 

 

Right-hander Adam Ottavino, outfielder Carlos Gonzalez and second baseman DJ LeMahieu are all eligible to receive a 

qualifying offer, but it’s very unlikely that any of them will get one. They will simply become free agents. 

 

Key free agents: 

 

— Catcher Drew Butera, Gonzalez, outfielder Matt Holliday, LeMahieu, Oh (club option), Ottavino and Parra (club option). 

 

Arbitration eligible:  

 

— Eight Rockies are currently eligible for arbitration, with five entering their first year of the arbitration process. The eight 

are: Third baseman Nolan Arenado (fourth year of arbitration); RHP Chad Bettis and LHP Chris Rusin (second year for 

both); and LHP Tyler Anderson, RHP’s Jon Gray and Scott Oberg; shortstop Trevor Story; and catcher Tony Wolters (first 

year of arbitration for all five). 

 

Arenado’s future: 

 

The four-time all-star will likely win his sixth consecutive Gold Glove when the awards are announced on Sunday. In 2018, 

he mashed a National League-high 38 home runs, drove in 110 RBIs and posted a .935 OPS. He’s scheduled to become 

a free agent after the 2019 season. Will the Rockies attempt to work out a long-term deal? Will they look to make a 

blockbuster trade? Will they go forward and see how next season plays out? It’s one of the biggest decisions of Bridich’s 

— and Arenado’s — career. 

 

Black’s future: 

 

Manager Bud Black is entering the final year of his three-year contract. It seems likely that Black will receive a contract 

extension at some point, especially considering that he’s led the Rockies to the playoffs in each of his first two seasons. 
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Gerardo Parra’s $12.5 million option declined by Rockies 
Rockies head into hot stove season with Charlie Blackmon and David Dahl as their primary outfielders 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | Oct. 30, 2018 
 
As expected, the Rockies are cutting loose veteran outfielder Gerardo Parra. Tuesday, the club declined its $12.5 million 

option on Parra and will pay a $1.5 million buyout. 

 

Parra, 31, now a free agent, hit .284 with six homers and 53 RBIs in his third season with Colorado. In 2018, he started 90 

games in left field in 2018 and seven in right. His .342 on-base percentage was the second-highest of his career. He 

thrived as a pinch hitter, batting .393, and his 11 pinch hits were tied for fourth in the National League. 

 

Parra played in three Rockies playoff game, including a start in Game 2 of the National League division series vs. 

Milwaukee. He batted 4-for-8 in the postseason. 

 

Veteran right Carlos Gonzalez is also a free agent, so the Rockies will head into the hot stove season with Charlie 

Blackmon and David Dahl as their primary outfielders. 
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Rockies decline option on Gerardo Parra 
Associated Press | ESPN.com | Oct. 30, 2018 
 

DENVER -- The Colorado Rockies have declined their $12.5 million option on outfielder Gerardo Parra and will pay a $1.5 

million buyout. 

 

The 31-year-old, who became a free agent, hit .284 with six homers and 53 RBIs in his third season with the Rockies. He 

started 90 games in left field in 2018 and seven in right. 

 

Parra saw action in three games during the Rockies' postseason run, including a start in Game 2 of the National League 

Division Series. He was 4-for-8 with a run scored. 

 

Parra made his major league debut in 2009 with Arizona and also has played for Milwaukee and Baltimore.  
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Nevin named Fall League Player of the Week 
Drake Dunaway | MLB.com | Oct. 29th, 2018 
 
 
Continuing his hot start to the Arizona Fall League, Tyler Nevin, the Colorado Rockies' No. 11 prospect, was named the 

AFL Player of the Week. 

 

Over the past week, Nevin went 6-for-11 with three triples, and he is now slashing .467/.553/.700 through three weeks of 

Fall League play. 

 

"I'm just fortunate I've had a couple fall my way," Nevin said on his fast start. "Small sample size, but I do feel good at the 

plate and things are going my way. Hopefully I continue to do that." 

 

Nevin has 12 Fall League RBIs, including five over the last week. 

 

Nevin is coming off a season with Class A Advanced Lancaster where he batted .328 with 62 RBIs and 13 home runs in 

100 games. The 100 games were the most he's played in his four-year Minor League career, one that has been 

hampered by injuries. 

 

"I feel great," Nevis said. "I've had a good routine with my trainers throughout the end of the season and out here too." 

 

He noted that he is only really playing three times a week and his body is therefore able to get a good amount of rest. 

Nevin hopes to remain healthy and carry this momentum into 2019. 

 

"I just hope I stay healthy," Nevin said. "Let my ability take care of itself. Wherever that may be, I'm not in control of that. 

Another saying my dad always tells me is 'control what you can control,' and those are the things I can control, or at least 

control in a sense." 

 

Nevin's father is current Yankees' third-base coach and former No. 1 overall pick Phil Nevin. 

 

"The baseball lifestyle, we don't get to see each other too often," Tyler said. "He's the first guy I go to, for sure. He's been 

a great help to my career and just my life." 
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This is each club's biggest offseason need 
Mark Feinsand | MLB.com | Oct. 30, 2018 
 
Now that the World Series has concluded, the Hot Stove will be ignited when more than 100 players hit the free-agent 

market. The biggest headlines will center around Manny Machado and Bryce Harper, but only two teams (or maybe one if 

all this "The Phillies can actually get both of them!" talk is for real) will be fitting those superstars for uniforms. 

 

But the coming weeks and months will be an opportunity for all 30 teams to make themselves better for the 2019 season, 

whether they're swimming in the deep end of the free-agent pool or wading in the shallow end. The beauty of free agency 

is that there are all types of players available depending on what a team's needs are. 

 

With that in mind, here's a look at every teams' biggest need as they embark on another interesting offseason. 

 

American League East 

 

Blue Jays: Starting pitching 

Toronto starters ranked 28th in the Majors with a 5.14 ERA, and although prospects Thomas Pannone and Sean Reid-

Foley could get a look in the No. 5 spot, the Blue Jays figure to add at least one starter from outside the organization this 

offseason. 

Potential FA targets: Wade Miley, Derek Holland, Jeremy Hellickson 

 

Orioles: Starting pitching 

Orioles starters posted a 5.48 ERA last season, the worst in MLB. Although Baltimore figures to be in the beginning 

stages of a rebuilding process, the Orioles will still need to send a starter to the mound every five days. Dylan Bundy, Alex 

Cobb and Andrew Cashner will occupy the first three spots, leaving two holes in the rotation. And that's assuming none of 

them are traded, which is a bold assumption. 

Potential FA targets: Hellickson, Holland, Jaime Garcia 

 

Rays: Versatile arms 
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Given Tampa Bay's frequent use of an "opener" rather than a traditional starter, what would be surprising this offseason 

would be for the Rays to go out and spend money on traditional starters, especially with prospects Brent Honeywell, Jose 

De Leon and Anthony Banda all slated to return from elbow surgery by the second half of the 2019 season. 

Potential FA targets: Bud Norris, David Phelps, Adam Warren 

 

Red Sox: Closer 

Craig Kimbrel is a free agent, though his asking price might be higher than president of baseball operations Dave 

Dombrowski is willing to pay given the arbitration raises due to Mookie Betts, Xander Bogaerts and Jackie Bradley Jr., 

among others. 

Potential FA targets: Kimbrel, Zach Britton, David Robertson 

 

Yankees: Starting pitching  

The Yankees are believed to be enamored with Patrick Corbin, who ranks as the No. 1 free-agent starter on the market 

(unless Clayton Kershaw opts out, of course). The Yankees could bring back free agents J.A. Happ and/or CC Sabathia. 

A trade for a controllable starter also remains in play. 

Potential FA targets: Corbin, Happ, Dallas Keuchel 

 

AL Central 

 

Indians: Outfield 

The bullpen could be a priority given the free-agent status of both Andrew Miller and Cody Allen, but with Michael Brantley 

also headed for the open market, the Indians will be on the lookout for his potential replacement. 

Potential FA targets: Andrew McCutchen, Adam Jones, Brett Gardner 

 

Brantley becomes a free agent 

Royals: Relief pitching 

The Royals' 5.04 bullpen ERA ranked 29th in MLB, ahead of only the Marlins. Considering that Kansas City's 2014-15 

World Series teams were built largely on the strength of strong bullpens, it would make sense for general manager Dayton 

Moore to bolster his relief corps, rather than spending on starters. 

Potential FA targets: Cody Allen, Joe Kelly, Justin Wilson 
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Tigers: Starting pitching 

Detroit needs a new shortstop and possibly another outfielder, but adding a starting pitcher or two would appear to be the 

Tigers' most glaring need. Just as they did last offseason with Mike Fiers and Francisco Liriano, the Tigers could target 

rebound candidates. 

Potential FA targets: Clay Buchholz, Lance Lynn, Marco Estrada 

 

Twins: Relief pitching 

Say this much for the Twins: Their pitching staff was consistent in 2018. Minnesota's rotation ranked 22nd in the Majors 

with a 4.54 ERA, while its bullpen ranked 22nd with a 4.45 ERA. After trading Ryan Pressly and Fernando Rodney, the 

bullpen needs a makeover, so expect the Twins to be active on that front. 

Potential FA targets: Allen, Jeurys Familia, Kelvin Herrera 

 

White Sox: Pitching 

Chicago could be a year away from really making a splash on the free-agent market, though it's possible GM Rick Hahn 

takes a run at a big-ticket item such as Machado. Still, adding one or two starters, one or two relievers -- or all of the 

above -- are believed to be the priority. 

Potential FA targets: Keuchel, Anibal Sanchez, Gio Gonzalez 

 

AL West 

 

Angels: Pitching 

Although the Angels will be in the market for both a first baseman and a catcher, the most pressing need is clearly 

pitching. With no true No. 1 starter as Shohei Ohtani recovers from Tommy John surgery, the Angels could take a run at 

either Corbin or Keuchel. Corbin was drafted by the Angels in the second round in 2009 before being traded the following 

year in a deal for Dan Haren. 

Potential FA targets: Corbin, Keuchel, Happ 

 

Astros: Catcher 
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The Astros are one of the few teams that won't be desperately looking to add pitching. Who will be behind the plate to 

catch those pitchers, on the other hand, is an unanswered question. Martin Maldonado is a free agent, while Brian 

McCann's $15 million option figures to be declined by Houston. The Astros could try to pry J.T. Realmuto away from the 

Marlins in a trade, or pursue one of the available free agents. 

Potential FA targets: Yasmani Grandal, Wilson Ramos, Kurt Suzuki 

 

Athletics: Starting pitching 

The Athletics boasted the third-best bullpen ERA in the game last season at 3.37, though midseason acquisitions Rodney, 

Familia and Shawn Kelley may all leave via free agency. The rotation will be without ace Sean Manaea following Tommy 

John surgery, while Trevor Cahill, Edwin Jackson and Brett Anderson are all free agents. 

Potential FA targets: Sabathia, Gonzalez, Holland 

 

Mariners: Center fielder 

Wait, didn't the Mariners acquire Dee Gordon last winter to play center field? Yes, though things changed when Robinson 

Cano was suspended last season, prompting the club to move Gordon to second base, where he looked far more 

comfortable. Cano is back, but Seattle could move him to first base or DH, depending on whether Nelson Cruz returns 

with a new contract. The Mariners liked what they saw from Denard Span during his 94 games with the team in 2018, 

making him a possibility to return. 

Potential FA targets: Span, Gardner, Jones 

 

Rangers: Starting pitching 

The rotation is the top priority for Texas, which currently has Mike Minor slotted into one spot and questions concerning 

the other four. GM Jon Daniels could look to both the trade and free-agent market to fill those holes, though the Rangers 

seem unlikely to spend big money for another year, as their new ballpark is slated to open for the 2020 season. 

Potential FA targets: Nathan Eovaldi, Gonzalez, Hyun-Jin Ryu 

 

National League East 

 

Braves: Catcher 
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The Braves have made no secret of their desire to add a starting catcher, namely Realmuto, whom they tried to acquire 

both last winter and again in July. Atlanta has money to spend, with both Harper and Kimbrel lining up as potential targets. 

But Realmuto remains the apple of Atlanta's eye, while other free-agent catchers could serve as consolation prizes. 

Potential FA targets: Ramos, Grandal, McCann 

 

Marlins: First baseman 

Last summer's trade of Justin Bour left the Marlins with no firm plan at first base for the short- or long-term, with Peter 

O'Brien and Garrett Cooper representing the current options. None of MLB Pipeline's Top 30 Marlins prospects are first 

basemen, so Miami figures to target a stopgap at the position until they can either develop one or find one in a trade. 

Potential FA targets: Lucas Duda, Logan Morrison, Mark Reynolds 

 

Mets: Relief pitching 

When the Mets dealt Familia to Oakland last summer, it left a big hole at the back end of the bullpen. With several top-tier 

relievers available on the free-agent market, the Mets could make a splash with a new ninth-inning specialist. Seth Lugo, 

Robert Gsellman and Anthony Swarzak represent for the only certainties in the bullpen, so it's likely the Mets will target 

more than one established relief arm this winter. 

Potential FA targets: Kimbrel, Britton, Miller, Familia 

 

Nationals: Starting pitching 

The Nationals' entire offseason plan likely hinges on what happens with Harper. If Washington signs him, it may be tough 

to spend a lot elsewhere. If Harper leaves town, the Nationals should be able to pursue one or two other free agents, 

namely starting pitchers to insert behind Max Scherzer, Stephen Strasburg and Tanner Roark. 

Potential FA targets: Corbin, Happ, Keuchel 

 

Phillies: Impact bat 

The Phillies are expected to be one of the most active teams in this winter's free-agent market as they look to upgrade 

both their lineup and their defense. The Phillies will be swimming in the deep end of the free-agent pool, so expect to hear 

plenty of talk about the two biggest names out there: Machado and Harper. 

Potential FA targets: Harper, Machado, A.J. Pollock 
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NL Central 

 

Brewers: Relief pitching 

The Brewers' bullpen was certainly a strength despite falling short of the World Series, and while it might make more 

sense to pursue a top-notch starter such as Corbin, Milwaukee might be better served by adding another relief arm or two 

to the relatively low-cost trio of Josh Hader, Corey Knebel and Jeremy Jeffress. 

Potential FA targets: Kimbrel, Familia, Joakim Soria 

 

Cardinals: Impact bat 

The Cardinals need a big bat in the middle of the lineup, ideally at third base or in right field. Of course, the two most 

prolific players on the market are Machado (a shortstop who has played most of his career at third base) and Harper, a 

right fielder. Harper is a better fit given his left-handed bat, though it remains to be seen whether St. Louis will be willing to 

shell out the kind of money it will take to land either superstar. Then again, the Cardinals were willing to take on Giancarlo 

Stanton's contract a year ago via trade, so anything is possible. 

Potential FA targets: Harper, Machado, Josh Donaldson 

 

Cubs: Starting pitching 

This might seem strange after the Cubs spent $164 million on Yu Darvish and Tyler Chatwood last winter, but Chicago 

was forced to make a midseason trade for Cole Hamels to bolster their rotation for the second half of the season. Hamels 

has a $20 million option, which would lock him up for one year, but one way or another, Chicago will target a starter. 

Potential FA targets: Hamels, Eovaldi, Miley 

 

Pirates: Shortstop 

Infield prospect Kevin Newman didn't appear ready for primetime during his six-week stint in the Majors (.478 OPS), so 

Pittsburgh will surely look for a veteran stopgap to help ease the transition for the 25-year-old. Longtime shortstop Jordy 

Mercer is a free agent, but he could be re-signed to fill that role. 

Potential FA targets: Mercer, Adeiny Hechavarria, Jose Iglesias 

 

Reds: Starting pitching 
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The Reds appear primed to spend some money on the rotation this offseason as they seek their first winning season 

since 2013. With a number of mid-rotation options available in free agency, Cincinnati should be able to upgrade without 

breaking the bank. 

Potential FA targets: Matt Harvey, Sanchez, Lynn 

 

NL West 

 

D-backs: Starting pitching 

Most expect Corbin to move on from Arizona, leaving a huge void atop the D-backs' rotation. Unless they can somehow 

move a huge portion of Zack Greinke's contract -- he's still owed $104.5 million -- it seems far-fetched that the D-backs 

would shell out big bucks for a pitcher, especially if they opt to let Corbin walk. 

Potential FA targets: Happ, Miley, James Shields 

 

Dodgers: Relief pitching 

The Dodgers didn't do much to replace Brandon Morrow and Tony Watson after they left last season via free agency, but 

Los Angeles is likely to address its bullpen this offseason. Having reset their luxury tax by keeping the payroll beneath the 

Competitive Balance Tax threshold, the Dodgers will have plenty of money to spend if they so choose. Note: Should 

Kershaw exercise his opt-out clause, he'll immediately become the team's top priority. 

Potential FA targets: Miller, Adam Ottavino, Britton 

 

Giants: Impact bat 

The Giants have been mentioned as often as any team this side of D.C. any time Harper's name has come up, making 

San Francisco a popular pick for the former NL MVP's eventual landing spot. The Giants need to add an impact bat, and 

few are as impactful as Harper. The one snag? The Giants have more than $150 million committed to nine players. 

Potential FA targets: Harper, Pollock, Donaldson 

 

Padres: Starting pitching 

All five spots in the rotation are pretty much up for grabs, so Padres GM A.J. Preller has his work cut out for him this 

offseason. With 10 players on MLB Pipeline's Top 100 Prospects list, San Diego could try to make a big splash on the 
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trade market -- Noah Syndergaard, perhaps? -- though the Padres figure to look for a mid-level free-agent arm or two, as 

well. 

Potential FA targets: Hellickson, Holland, Gonzalez 

 

Rockies: Impact bat 

Ian Desmond's versatility means the Rockies can look for a bat in the outfield or at first base, though Ryan McMahon is 

hoping to get his shot at the latter. DJ LeMahieu is also a free agent, meaning second base could be in play, as well. 

Potential FA targets: Brantley, Marwin Gonzalez, Daniel Murphy  
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Colorado Rockies: Some follow-up thoughts on trading Nolan Arenado 
Tyson Crocker | RoxPile.com | Oct. 28, 2018 
 

First, let’s start with those of you who got yourselves all wound up over my last article at the prospects of Colorado 

Rockies All-Star third baseman Nolan Arenado being traded. Let’s all consider a few things. 

As a reference point, here is the article I wrote where I discussed three teams that could be potential trade partners with 

the Colorado Rockies if they choose to trade Arenado. 

 

First, I do not think that the team should trade him. I actually think that they have an excellent chance to sign him to a 

long-term deal this offseason, but it’s also known that Arenado has expressed desire to “win.” Well, the Rockies won 91 

games and made it to the NLDS this season. 

 

I understand the Rockies didn’t put up much of a fight against the Milwaukee Brewers in the NLDS, but they still made the 

playoffs for the second year in a row (for the first time in team history) and were one of seven teams to make the playoffs 

in both 2017 and 2018. 

 

The point is, they did win, and, going into 2019, they should field their best team yet and will have a great opportunity to 

make some noise in the playoffs for the third consecutive year. 

 

So, if Arenado really wants to be in Denver long-term, a deal should realistically be done by the time mid-March rolls 

around at the ABSOLUTE latest. If it’s not, then it’s probably just not meant to be, and then it’s better to bail early than to 

move on when it’s probably too late. 

 

We have to, as fans, understand that this is a business and the Rockies are running a pretty darn good one. I don’t 

believe they’re going to jeopardize their future by letting this fester and have rumors swirl around their clubhouse for an 

entire season. We all lived through the Troy Tulowitzki drama and that was awful to go through. Arenado doesn’t deserve 

to go through that … and neither do the guys in the clubhouse. 

 

You can throw all the money you want at a guy but if he doesn’t want to play there, he’s not going to sign. It is as simple 

as that. I don’t believe that Arenado doesn’t want to be in Denver, but I do think that there are places that he might rather 

be, whether it’s Los Angeles (where he is back home in southern California) or just a bigger market in general. 
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So, what I’m getting at is it might be best for all parties if they go their separate ways. While it will sting at first, if the right 

deal is negotiated, you could still end up with an extremely strong team in 2019, and set yourself really well for beyond 

2019. 

 

Another aspect of the Nolan Arenado saga is that he has only one year left in arbitration. That makes it hard for the 

Rockies to get max value in return. So if you do decide to trade him, then you award him to the highest bidder without 

necessarily trading him to the best possible situation (i.e., the New York Mets). 

 

We all have to keep in mind that the Rockies are not in the same situation that the Baltimore Orioles were in last season 

with the Manny Machado situation. They are not a team that is “on the fence.” They are a team that is expected to 

contend and should contend. Trading your best player may not feel like it makes sense, but it will not cripple the team. 

 

I still think the Rockies have a great chance to sign Arenado, and I have a feeling that they will end up doing it. I think it 

will be in the eight-year, $230 million range. However, if this starts to drag out, there might not be any other option but to 

trade him. 
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AFL Week 3: Rockies prospect Tyler Nevin hits triples, triples, triples! 
Prospect news and game results from the Salt River Rafters from October 22-27, 2018 
Samantha Bradfield | PurpleRow.com | Oct 29, 2018 
 

Tyler Nevin (no. 12 PuRP) has been tearing through the Arizona Fall League. Currently he is hitting .467/.553/.700 with 

four extra base hits, including three triples just this week alone. That leads the AFL, above Toronto Blue Jays phenom 

Vladimir Guerrero, Jr. who ranks second in average and slugging, but fourth in OBP. After battling injuries in 2018, Nevin 

is taking the opportunity to get some extra at bats and showing why he is a top hitting prospect in the Rockies system. 

 

Sam Hilliard (no. 13 PuRP) also had a bit of a bounce back week as well, hitting two doubles and a triple as well as 

recording his first stolen base of the season. Josh Fuentes, who has been struggling a bit in AFL so far — hitting 

.289/.347/.467 in 12 games — recorded his first home run of the season. He was the first of the Rockies’ position player 

prospects to do so. 

 

★ ★ ★ 

 

Week of October 22-27 

Ryan Castellani (no. 7 PuRP): 5.0 IP, 3 H, 1 ER, BB, 7 K 

Tyler Nevin (no. 12 PuRP): 6-for-11, R, 3 3B, 5 RBI, 3 BB, K 

Sam Hilliard (no. 13 PuRP): 6-for-14, 2 R, 2 2B, 3B, 4 RBI, 4 K, SB 

Jesus Tinoco (no. 21 PuRP): 3.1 IP, 2 H, 1 ER, BB, 2 K 

Josh Fuentes: 7-for-16, 4 R, 2B, HR, 4 RBI, 1 BB, 4 K 

Mitch Horacek: 2.1 IP, 4 H, 1 ER, 2 BB, 2 K 

Justin Lawrence: 2.2 IP, 1 H, BB, 3 K 

 

★ ★ ★ 

 

AFL Season Total 

Ryan Castellani (no. 7 PuRP): 4 GS, 13.1 IP, 11 H, 9 ER, 9 BB, 14 K (6.08 ERA) 

Tyler Nevin (no. 12 PuRP): 8 G, 14-for-30, 6 R, 2B, 3 3B, 12 RBI, 7 BB, 2 K (.467/.553/.700) 

Sam Hilliard (no. 13 PuRP): 8 G, 12-for-36, 5 R, 2 2B, 2 3B, 5 RBI, 10 K, SB (.333/.333/.500) 
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Jesus Tinoco (no. 21 PuRP): 10.2 IP, 8 H, 3 ER, HR, 4 BB, 9 K, HR (2.53 ERA) 

Josh Fuentes: 12 G, 13-for-45, 7 R, 3 2B, 3B, HR, 6 RBI, 4 BB, 12 K, SB (.289/.347/.467) 

Mitch Horacek: 7.0 IP, 11 H, 4 ER, HR, 2 BB, 6 K (5.14 ERA) 

Justin Lawrence: 6.2 IP, 6 H, 3 R, 2 ER, 4 BB, 5 K (2.70 ERA) 

 

★ ★ ★ 

 

October 29-November 3 Schedule 

Monday, October 29: Salt River Rafters vs. Mesa Solar Sox, 7:35 pm MT 

Tuesday, October 30: Salt River Rafters @ Mesa Solar Sox, 1:35 pm MT 

Wednesday, October 31: Salt River Rafters vs. Glendale Desert Dogs, 1:35 pm MT 

Thursday, November 1: Salt River Rafters @ Glendale Desert Dogs, 1:35 pm MT 

Friday, November 2: Salt River Rafters @ Surprise Saguaros, 1:35 pm MT 

Saturday, November 3: Arizona Fall League Fall Stars Game, 6:08 pm MT 

  



    

33 
 

The once and future hope for Jon Gray 
Nick Groke | TheAthletic.com | Oct 30, 2018  
   

The Rockies played three games in three days in three time zones before they finally found a day off to breathe and think 

on a cloudy Wednesday in Milwaukee. It did not provide them any recess. A debate was simmering inside Miller Park 

between the club’s brass. 

 

What to do with Jon Gray? 

 

For three years, Gray was tasked as the savior of a Rockies pitching rotation that had suffered several seasons of 

ignominy before his arrival. The Oklahoma flamethrower with the 98 mph fastball, drafted third overall in 2013, one spot 

behind Kris Bryant and 29 ahead of Aaron Judge, can overpower elite hitters when he’s at his best. 

 

But Gray lost his way, again, late in his team’s push toward the playoffs. His two-inning outing at Coors Field on the final 

weekend forced the Rockies into a NL West Division tiebreaking game at Los Angeles, one they lost to the Dodgers. From 

there they traveled to Chicago for a wild-card game, where they beat the Cubs 2-1 in 13 innings. And then it was on to 

Milwaukee to play the Brewers in a division series. 

 

“A lot of crap has happened this year. It’s been a rough, rough year for me,” Gray said last month. “I’ve had trouble in just 

about every area of baseball this whole season.” 

 

By the time the Rockies arrived in Wisconsin, sentimentality was Gray’s only hope. Some within the club thought Gray 

deserved a spot on the 25-man playoff roster, even if in relief. His defenders had seen Gray grow up in Colorado’s farm 

system, powering his way through the minor leagues before debuting in 2015 and earning a full-time job in the rotation in 

2016. 

 

And Gray had dominated the Brewers in Milwaukee on Aug. 5, throwing eight impressive innings with just one run and 

four hits against him. That is good Gray. But he is the same pitcher who had lasted just two innings in two of his final three 

starts of the season. That is his flip side. 
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Bud Black, the Rockies’ second-year manager, a former pitcher with a hyper-critical eye for his young charges, was not in 

Colorado to see Gray shepherded through the farm. And when Black turned in his playoff roster, he settled the debate 

with no hint of sentimentality. 

 

Gray, a two-time opening day starter and the pitcher who started a wild-card playoff at Arizona a year earlier, was out, left 

off the roster. His spot in a way fell to 29-year-old rookie reliever DJ Johnson, who was pitching in the Mexican Winter 

League earlier this year. Black explained the decision by saying only that he chose four other starters. Gray was relegated 

to the emergency list. 

 

And the question — what to do with Gray, the most-hyped right-hander in Rockies history — continues to linger. His future 

is suddenly in doubt. 

 

“It’s been a bad year all around,” Gray said. “Every time they give me the ball, I take it and I think I’m going to do good. 

Sometimes I don’t and sometimes I do. It’s really frustrating for me.” 

 

Inside Coors Field’s clubhouse in the hours after the Brewers swept three games to bounce the Rockies from the 

postseason, Gray stood at his locker with a shaky voice. His face appeared gaunt behind a strawberry blonde goatee as 

he spoke of disappointment and hope. 

 

“I wasn’t healthy,” Gray said. “My velo was down this year. I’m going to start with that and have a good foundation to build 

off of.” 

 

He lost about 20 pounds, Gray said, down to 210 at the end of the season. Players often lose weight during the grind of a 

long season, but Gray thought an illness might have affected him, even if he did not know the cause. 

 

The velocity on his fastball sank, averaging 94-95 over the final two months, down from 97-98 at the end of 2017, the 

slowest his fastball was flung in three years. And he was using it less, with fewer fastballs and more sliders than at any 

point since his debut season. 
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“My body did a 180 this year,” he said. “It was tough to deal with. I want to get it under control and get back to being 

strong. I want to lift as much weight as I can.” 

 

“It starts with getting very strong,” Gray said. “I’m going to get as strong as I can physically get. It’s going to be really fun. 

I’m excited to see what I’m able to do with it because I’ve been strong before and I’ve been really good before. So I’m 

going to get back to what I do best.” 

 

Gray, though, has sought reinvention before, several of them over this season alone. In spring training, he experimented 

with different windups. In June, as his ERA spiked to 5.89, Gray decided he needed to “throw every ball with intent.” In 

July, he resolved to think less and throw more freely. In August, he threw fewer fastballs and more sliders. Then he 

wanted to pitch to contact as a groundball pitcher. In August, it was a mental fix, trying to be more positive. In September, 

he studied photos of himself in college trying to recapture his old delivery. 

 

As Gray’s manager, Black took a more direct view. He was not throwing quality strikes, instead too often living in the 

middle of the zone. And his delivery was shot, failing to repeat his mechanics in difficult situations. Over the past two 

seasons, the Rockies have tried to simplify Gray’s windup to make it easier for him. 

 

After his midseason demotion to Triple-A, Gray returned in good form, pitching efficiently. But it didn’t last. His pitching 

coach, Steve Foster, in August offered another explanation, hinting that Gray might have become too predictable with his 

pitch mix. 

 

“Talking to Jon, there are times he feels uncomfortable when he’s out there,” Black said. 

 

From the minute the Rockies drafted Gray out of the University of Oklahoma, he wore the expectation of a future ace. He 

would be Colorado’s first. Only Ubaldo Jimenez approached that status, but his Denver tenure was brief. And Gray’s three 

minor-league seasons saw him among baseball’s top prospects every year. 

 

At times, he has lived up to that hype. In 2016, Gray pitched the best game of his career, steamrolling the Padres for 16 

strikeouts and no walks in a complete-game shutout on Sept. 17 at Coors Field. Exactly one year later, Gray pitched his 

best game of 2017, according to Baseball Reference’s game score, striking out seven of the 17 batters he faced, with just 
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two hits against him, in a five-inning outing against the Padres. His best game this season, perhaps, was a seven-K 

victory over the Padres on April 4, when he gave up just four hits and no runs. 

 

Some patterns emerge, beyond the fact that he picks on the Padres. Gray, now 26, at his best is a strikeout artist, setting 

down hitters with an overpowering fastball and what Black calls one of the best sliders in the game. And two of his best 

games came in September, when he took advantage of a losing team stocked with late-season minor-league call-ups. 

 

Through 2017, Gray ranked among the best in baseball by park-adjusted FIP (fielding independent pitching, a mark meant 

to judge only the pitcher and not the defense behind him). He existed in elite territory, with a FIP-, according to 

Fangraphs, that was tied with Jacob deGrom and David Price and better than Zack Greinke and Jake Arrieta. 

 

“You can look at Jon’s strikeout totals, they’re top 10 in the league,” Black said. “But there have been some frustrating 

moments for him. Some of the other markers are not what we need right now in a big-league game.” 

 

He throws strikes, but does not always command the zone, Black said, a distinction that separates Kyle Freeland, for 

example. Freeland is a younger and less experienced pitcher with softer velocity, but he avoids the middle of the strike 

zone and hitters struggled against him. 

 

So when Gray lost his velocity over the final two months of 2018, his season fell apart. The Rockies lost four of his final 

seven starts. He survived just two innings against the Dodgers on Sept. 7, after which he momentarily lost his spot in the 

rotation again. And the Nationals bounced him for five runs in two innings on Sept. 29 and the Rockies missed a chance 

to win their first division title. 

 

“It has an effect on everything, even your mind,” Gray said of the sinking zip on his fastball. In total over 2018, Gray threw 

his fastball about 5 percent less often than his career average, down nearly 8 percent over 2017. He threw his slider about 

5 percent more often. 

 

But his overall identity remains familiar. Gray’s arsenal is heavily tilted toward his two best pitches, with a fastball-slider 

mix making up about 83 percent of his pitches. That has led to some suggestion that Gray would be better suited for the 

bullpen. 
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Take, for example, Arizona’s Archie Bradley, a long-relief specialist who has dominated high-leverage innings for the 

Diamondbacks with a heavy fastball-curveball mix. And notice Chris Sale’s lambasting of his Red Sox teammates in the 

dugout during Game 4 of the World Series. Boston’s ace recognized that Dodgers starter Rich Hill was throwing just a 

fastball and curveball. “Two fucking pitches,” Sale yelled, holding up two fingers. He knew a starting pitcher should not 

survive in big moments on so limited an arsenal. 

 

“I’ve thrown a lot of big games for this club,” Gray said. “It’s just, when things are shaky, I just don’t know what to expect 

out of myself. I’m going to leave it all out there every single time and make them drag me off. But when things aren’t going 

good, what can you do?” 

 

His first step, Gray believes, is regaining strength and a dominant fastball. And it appears, for now, that the Rockies 

cannot afford to lose him from their rotation. Kyle Freeland and German Marquez sit atop their heap of starters, followed 

by Tyler Anderson and Antonio Senzatela. Chad Bettis wants to return to the rotation. Only Peter Lambert seems near 

breaking through from Triple-A. Jeff Hoffman remains a work-in-progress. With Gray, that is eight available starters for 

next season. 

 

Even with an attractive contract that remains under team control through 2021, and entering just his first year of 

arbitration, a Gray trade would be a surprise. He remains a key piece of a Rockies rotation that has grown into their best 

young staff in 26 years. 

 

Gray’s role, though, remains in question. 

 

“We’ve established ourselves as a good pitching ballclub,” Gray said. “You’ve seen what Freeland and Marquez have 

done this year and what a lot of our guys are capable of in the bullpen. People know we’re a good pitching ballclub now. 

We need to keep it that way.” 
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BSN Exclusive: Inside Garrett Hampson’s historic rise through the Rockies system 
Patrick Lyons | BSNDenver.com | Oct. 30, 2018 
 
DENVER – When Garrett Hampson reported to the Rockies major league camp in Scottsdale in February at the start of 

the 2018 season, he was a 23-year-old infielder who had never played professional baseball above Class A. 

 

By October, he was on Colorado’s playoff roster and a key player off the bench, scoring what would be the final run of the 

season for the Rockies. 

 

He began his pro career playing alongside friend, teammate, and Rockies top prospect Brendan Rodgers, Hampson 

drove in seventy runs from atop the lineup for the Lancaster JetHawks, batting .326 with 51 stolen bases, second-most in 

the organization. 

 

Even with his selection to the California League end-of-year All-Star Team at second base, it seemed an unlikely 

prediction that an infield prospect from High-A would make such an impact in 2018 to earn a spot on the postseason 

roster, particularly one already so replete with stars at his various positions. 

 

Less than two years removed from college, the Long Beach State University product was impressing coaches enough to 

be invited to major league camp in Scottsdale at the Salt River Field baseball complex. 

 

At the end of spring, Hampson reflected on this experience with Colorado’s trio of talented infielders as he continued to 

develop his skills in the upper levels of the minor leagues. 

 

“It was fun to see how the big leaguers act, how they go about their business, especially the great ones, like Arenado and 

Story or LeMahieu,” he told BSN Denver. “I learned so much from them every day, picking their brains. I was really 

fortunate to be with those guys and I had a really great time.” 

 

Hampson began his 2018 campaign at Double-A Hartford alongside Rodgers, who already had thirty-eight games of play 

with the Yard Goats under his belt following a promotion in 2017. 
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During a ten-game stretch from May 5-14, Hampson put on a hitting display, batting .390 during this span with multi-hit 

performances in eight of ten games, elevating his average from .277 to .307 in the process. 

 

Also on May 14, DJ LeMahieu was placed on the disabled list for the second time in a little over two weeks. With the 

depth at second base tenuous at best, Colorado’s front office and coaching staff began to look at potential options. 

 

Two days later, Garrett Hampson moved past Rodgers and was given the call to report to Triple-A Albuquerque, just one 

rung removed from the major leagues. 

 

After fifty-four games with the Isotopes, Hampson got the call on July 20 to pack his bags and head to Phoenix. He was 

added to the 40-man roster the next day and made his major league debut at Chase Field, smacking a double in his 

second at-bat as a big leaguer. 

 

Hampson’s promotion made him only the second hitter from the 2016 draft class to make his major league debut, bested 

only by Baltimore Orioles outfielder Austin Hays, who made his debut in September of 2017 and failed to get back to the 

majors in 2018. 

 

The twenty-three-year-old discussed his pride in rising through the organization and being promoted past other players 

selected ahead of him in the 2016 MLB Draft. 

 

“For sure, yeah. [I was] still a high round pick, but I think you always feel like you could have gone higher and whatnot, so 

a little chip on the shoulder there. But I think that’s just in the competition. I think everybody should feel that way as well.” 

 

By the time the Rockies returned home to play the champion Houston Astros, Hampson felt he had already settled into a 

rhythm of playing in the bigs and spoke about it as such. 

 

“I have a good understanding of where to be and when to be there and getting my routine down. These guys have made it 

really easy on me just to feel comfortable in here.” 
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Demoted and promoted twice more between Albuquerque and Denver through the season, Hampson featured on the 

Rockies bench during September’s roster expansion and was placed in some big spots. 

 

He played in twenty-four games, equally starting ten games at second base and shortstop. Hampson was even given the 

opportunity to play a few innings in centerfield 

 

Offensively, it was only 40 at-bats, but he put together a slash line of .275/.396/.400 while going 2-for-2 in stolen base 

attempts. 

 

When the calendar turned to October, Hampson’s versatility in the field and, more importantly, speed on the base paths, 

earned him a spot on the 25-man playoff roster. 

 

With Hampson’s inclusion on the roster, he became only the second Rockies player in franchise history to make a 

postseason roster having entered the season with zero experience above Class High-A, joining Franklin Morales, who first 

accomplished the feat in 2007. Morales would go all the way on to pitch in the World Series that year. 

 

In game one of the National League Division Series against the Milwaukee Brewers, the Reno native came on to pinch 

run as the potential game-tying run after Matt Holliday singled with no outs in the top of the ninth with the Rockies down 2-

0. 

 

He recounted the play that tied the game at two apiece to send the game into extra innings: 

 

“I knew [Arenado] didn’t get all of it. It was pretty shallow. I saw Cain get behind it really well. I knew there was going to be 

a play at the plate. I was ready to go. You have to take a chance there. I was thankful to be safe. That was pretty fun. I’ll 

remember that for a while.” 

 

The tying run wound up being the last one Colorado would score in the series and was one of a few highlights in the 

three-game sweep by Milwaukee. Even after the elimination loss at home, Hampson tried summing up his entire 2018 

journey. 
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“When I first got here, I just tried to soak everything in. See how these guys go about their business every day. Really 

special players. I look up to a lot of them. Once you get in there, you realize it’s the same game. Just a little faster, a little 

more talent. I know I can play here at this level. It gave me some more confidence each time I went out there.” 

 

In a bittersweet clubhouse beneath Coors Field on a cold and unforgiving end-of-season night, he continued to reflect 

upon a path that began when his High-A Lancaster JetHawks season came to a close in 2017. 

 

“I never thought I’d be here at the end of the year. Especially playing October baseball. It’s been a fun ride. Really special 

year. This is a great group of guys and we had a great season.” 

 

With so many Rockies prospects on the cusp of major league stardom, including those who ended their season farther 

down in the organization, Hampson had some words of wisdom from his 2018 experience. 

 

“I would just tell them, ‘It might seem like you’re far away, but you’re really not. A couple things happen and you’ve got to 

be ready and you’ve got to stay ready.’ First time I came up, DJ got hurt. All of a sudden, I’m in Denver. I get sent back 

down, Trevor gets hurt. I get called up and I’m in there. Just when you think, ‘Well, it’s not my year or I’ve got time or it’s 

not my time’, it could be. You’ve got to be ready. You’ve got to be able to step up and play well and help the team win in 

any way you can.” 

 

For the likes of top prospects like his good friend Rodgers or Colton Welker, Tyler Nevin, Ryan Rolison and others in the 

lower reaches of the minors or any numerous likes of young players from Lancaster to Hartford to Albuquerque, a place 

with the 2019 Rockies could be on the horizon. 
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Colorado Rockies decline team option on outfielder Gerardo Parra 
Noah Yingling | RoxPile.com | Oct. 30, 2018 
 

On Tuesday evening, the Colorado Rockies announced that they will decline their team option for $12.5 million on 

outfielder Gerardo Parra. 

 

For many options on player’s contracts, the deadline to decide on whether to exercise the option or not is this week. For 

the Rockies, they only had one player that had an option for this season in Gerardo Parra and on Tuesday, it was 

reported that the Rockies will decline their option. 

 

It was for $12.5 million but instead of having to pay that, the Rockies will only have to pay $1.5 million to buy his contract 

out. 

 

In his three years with the Rockies, the left-handed hitting outfielder saw a downturn in both his offensive production and 

defensive metrics. 

 

Offensively, prior to coming to Colorado before the 2016 season, he had a career OPS+ of 97 while averaging 

.277/.326/.404, 8 homers, and 44 RBI while averaging 141 games played per season. 

 

While with the Rockies, he averaged .283/.320/.407, an OPS+ of 80, 8 homers, and 52 RBI in just an average of 120 

games per season. 

 

Defensively prior to joining the Rockies, he had 63 Defensive Runs Saved, or DRS, according to Baseball Reference in 

addition to 2 Gold Glove Awards. While with the Rockies, he had 0 DRS, primarily because he had -11 DRS in his first 

year with the Rockies. 

 

With the team option being declined, I highly doubt that Parra will find his way back to a Rockies uniform unless it is very 

late in the offseason and Parra were to take a very large pay cut, like what happened with Carlos Gonzalez this past 

offseason as the Rockies resigned him to a 1 year contract for $5 million when he made $20 million in 2017. 

 

With Gonzalez a free agent as well, the Rockies outfield depth chart looks rather thin. 
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In fact, if you look at their depth chart on MLB.com, it has David Dahl as the top player in both left and right field. 

 

Ian Desmond could slot into the mix or a prospect like Raimel Tapia or Noel Cuevas could also factor but I think that it 

goes without saying that finding an outfielder will be one of the Rockies priorities this offseason. 


