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MLB.COM 
Reds stay busy, productive on Day 1 of Meetings 

Cincy claims lefty reliever Scott off waivers from Red Sox 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Dec. 10th, 2018 

 

LAS VEGAS -- There has been plenty of buzz concerning what the Reds might do this week, and a belief that they are active on 

multiple fronts as the Winter Meetings got underway on Monday. 

 

There were no significant deals made by the Reds on the first day in Las Vegas, but president of baseball operations Dick Williams 

and general manager Nick Krall were pleased with the progress that was made. 

 

"I thought today was a productive day. Everybody stayed very busy," Williams said. "I thought we had some good discussions with 

both clubs and agents. We divided and conquered at times, stayed pretty busy." 

 

Lobby buzz at the Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino has speculated on what the Reds might do this offseason. The club, which has 

not been shy about its desire to add pitchers to the rotation and a center fielder to replace Billy Hamilton, is centered on being 

competitive in 2019 following four straight 90-plus loss seasons. 

 

"Now we feel like we're entering that window of competitiveness," Williams said. "We have Joey [Votto] for a limited amount of 

time. We now have guys like [Eugenio] Suarez signed. We've got building blocks around the diamond. We don't know how far it'll 

take us, but this is a year where we're going to try to get better with the resources we have. We have some financial resources. We 

have some prospect capital. We definitely are focused on improving this year. 

 

"The good thing is, we haven't had any discussions where people say we don't have enough prospects to enter into a discussion. I 

think that's a testament to how far we've built the system. Are there a lot of discussions where we're not comfortable going where 

the [asking price] is right now? Yes." 

 

A source told MLB.com that Cincinnati is not actively shopping second baseman Scooter Gennett in potential trades. However, the 

team has maintained a mantra of being willing to listen about any player. A report from Ken Rosenthal in The Athletic said that the 

Reds may be open to moving Gennett. Such a deal would create a place to play for Nick Senzel, who is ranked as the Reds' No. 1 

prospect by MLB Pipeline and No. 6 overall. 

 

There are a lot of second basemen on the free-agent market, including DJ LeMahieu, Josh Harrison and Brian Dozier. Neither 

Williams nor Krall would comment on the Gennett report. 

 

Gennett, 28, is eligible for arbitration for the third and final time, meaning he can be a free agent after the 2019 season. He earned 

$5.7 million this season after winning his arbitration case that went to a hearing. When asked about Gennett on Friday, Williams 

said he didn't expect an extension was imminent. 

 

In 2018, Gennett batted .310/.357/.490 with 23 home runs and 92 RBIs while valued at 4.2 Wins Above Replacement, according to 

Baseball-Reference.com. 

 

Often at the Winter Meetings, it takes one signing or trade by a club to spur a flurry of activity. Krall did not believe the theory that 

one domino had to fall before the Reds would move. 

 

"I think you could look at it in a couple of different ways," Krall said. "You're setting up your parameters and you're just trying to 

figure out how to move forward. I think there are deals that take place without a domino falling. And there are deals that take place 

where some people are waiting for a domino. I think it's a little of both." 



 

There were minor moves made by the Reds on Monday. Lefty reliever Robby Scott was claimed off waivers from the Red Sox. 

Former Royals infielder Christian Colon was signed to a Minor League deal with an invite to Spring Training. Three players that 

were non-tendered last week -- outfielder/first baseman Jordan Patterson, catcher Juan Graterol and outfielder Aristides Aquino -- 

were brought back on Minor League contracts. 

 

In past offseasons, the Reds have often waited for prices to drop before going for bargains. They are not in that mode this year and 

still have several of the pricier free agents in their sights. For example, they are not ruling out pursuing the top available free-agent 

center fielder in A.J. Pollock. But to spend that big, Cincinnati would have to get pitching that costs less. 

 

With that kind of maneuvering happening on several different players, it's about getting all the puzzle pieces to fit financially. The 

Reds expect to have their highest payroll in franchise history, which would mean topping the $115 million Cincinnati spent in 2015. 

The club spent $101 million on payroll in '18. 

 

"We're trying to find the right time to strike, whether it's a trade or free agent," Williams said. "It's not that prices have to drop to 

rock bottom. We have some resources to do deals, but we have to find the right deals that allow us to do multiple [trades]. We still 

have to work within our overall parameters. We have to find the right time to strike on each one." 

 

 

Bell: Senzel's versatility key to reaching Majors 

New Reds manager discusses roles of Lorenzen, Bailey at Winter Meetings 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Dec. 10th, 2018 

 

LAS VEGAS -- One of the big questions for the Reds this offseason is where they will find room for top prospect Nick Senzel on 

the big league roster. When Reds manager David Bell met Senzel recently during Redsfest, he learned quickly how eager Senzel 

was to make the team. 

 

"I know he's preparing himself to play center field," Bell said during his media session at the Winter Meetings. "He told me that 

when he walked by me. That's him. He's confident. He's an athlete." 

 

Senzel, 23, was limited to 44 games at Triple-A in 2018 because of vertigo and a fractured right index finger that required season-

ending surgery in June. During fall instructional league, the infielder was given reps in center field and left field for the first time 

until he needed to have bone chips removed from his elbow in October. 

 

Cincinnati has no open spots in its infield, but the club needs a center fielder to replace Billy Hamilton. Senzel could potentially 

play second base, third base, center field and left field. 

 

"I think he's capable of doing whatever we [ask him to] do," Bell said. "But it's our job to put him in a good position, especially 

breaking into the Major Leagues. He's going to contribute. He's going to contribute a lot. And good for him. He has the versatility to 

be able to break in and have the option to play multiple positions." 

 

As the offseason moves forward, Bell hasn't made commitments regarding other issues with the club, such as lineup construction or 

how he will use certain players, but he seemed willing to explore numerous possibilities. 

 

Pitcher Michael Lorenzen would like to be in the rotation after he got three starts at the end of the 2018 season. Lorenzen was a key 

member of the bullpen, and he also hit four home runs while batting .290. 

 

"I think he's preparing for anything, that's for sure," Bell said. "He's a hard worker and takes great care of himself. He's going to be 

ready for anything. I don't know him as well as everyone else in the organization, but I would have no hesitation to putting him in 

any role, any position. He's so competitive." 

 

Using Lorenzen in the outfield is not out of the question. 

 

"I think he gives you the luxury of having a pitcher but also maybe a guy that can play out there," Bell said. "I have to take into 

consideration our medical department, our pitching staff, all the coaches. I don't hesitate to put them in situations where they just 

have to use their athleticism. I'm not afraid of him getting injured, necessarily, but it will be important to not overuse him." 

 

As for another hot-button issue, Bell has made no decision on how he would use pitcher Homer Bailey. The veteran right-hander 

was 1-14 with a 6.09 ERA last season, and the club lost 19 of his 20 starts. 

 



Bailey, who is 9-26 with a 6.29 ERA in 44 starts since 2016, is owed $23 million in the final year of his contract in '19, plus a $5 

million buyout of his '20 club option. Cincinnati considered trying him in the bullpen last season, and Bell did not rule that out for 

next season. 

 

"My focus, and our focus, is how can we maximize who he is, not only for us but who he is, and how he can feel great about the 

career he's had and be able to contribute," Bell said. "I've reached out to Homer, but not to the point that we know exactly what 

that's going to look like. But the focus is just making a great situation for him and for our team." 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Dick Williams: Cincinnati Reds entering their competitive window 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 10:34 p.m. ET Dec. 10, 2018 

 

LAS VEGAS – There was a different vibe around the Reds as they entered the Winter Meetings with money to spend and a clear 

need to acquire more pitching. 

 

They have serious interest in some of the top free agents and trade targets. There’s an urgency to improve for next season.  

 

Dick Williams, the Reds’ president of baseball operations, said the club’s front office doesn’t feel pressure to make a move during 

the Winter Meetings, but they want to have as many discussions as they can. The Reds spent Monday checking in with other teams 

and agents as they try to feel out the market. 

 

“We’re trying to find the right time to strike, whether it’s a trade or free agent,” Williams said. “It’s not that prices have to drop to 

rock bottom. We have some resources to do deals, but we have to find the right deals that’ll allow us to do multiple.” 

 

The Reds reportedly have interest in left-hander Dallas Keuchel. They could choose mid-tier options like Wade Miley, Matt Harvey 

or Gio Gonzalez. They might have the prospects to trade for available frontline starters like Cleveland’s Corey Kluber or Trevor 

Bauer. 

 

After four consecutive seasons with more than 90 losses, the Reds are hopeful that they can start showing the results of their rebuild. 

 

“We feel like we’re entering that window of competitiveness,” Williams said. “We have Joey (Votto) for a limited amount of time. 

We now have guys like (Eugenio) Suárez signed. We’ve got building blocks around the diamond. We don’t know how far it’ll take 

us, but this is a year where we’re going to try to get better with the resources we have. 

 

“We have some financial resources. We have some prospect capital. We definitely are focused on improving this year – on 

improving the club.” 

 

Along with pitching, the Reds want to add a center fielder. Williams said he thought it was “pretty important” to at least create 

competition after the team non-tendered Billy Hamilton. The Reds have interest in A.J. Pollock, but they could opt for a low-cost 

player to platoon with Scott Schebler, Nick Senzel or Phillip Ervin. 

 

Don’t expect an all-in push for 2019, especially in a tough National League Central, but there appears to be a willingness to make 

bigger moves.  

 

“I think the word ‘building’ is key, though,” Reds general manager Nick Krall said. “You’re trying to build something and build 

yourself into a playoff contender. That’s what the goal of the rebuild is to build. We’re trying to build ourselves into a situation 

where you start taking steps forward.” 

 

The New York Post reported the Yankees asked for Reds star prospect Taylor Trammell to be included in Sonny Gray trade talks. 

The Reds, as expected, were not interested. But would the Reds be willing to part with some of their top prospects in a trade? 

 

“The good thing is we haven’t had any discussions where people say we don’t have enough prospects to enter into a discussion,” 

Williams said. “I think that’s a testament to how far we’ve built the system. Are there a lot of discussions where we’re not 

comfortable going where the ask is right now? Yes.” 

 

BILLY HAMILTON TO KC: Billy Hamilton didn’t spend much time as a free agent. He reportedly agreed to a one-year contract 

with the Kansas City Royals on Monday. 

 



Hamilton signed for $5.25 million and $1 million in incentives, according to ESPN. The Reds non-tendered Hamilton because he 

was projected to make around $6-7 million through arbitration. The Reds said they looked to trade him before the non-tender 

deadline but couldn’t find any takers with his arbitration price tag.  

 

“It’s been no secret,” Royals general manager Dayton Moore said on MLB Network Radio on Monday morning. “I’m pretty 

transparent when it comes to certain players and (Hamilton) fits our ballpark. We covet that speed. You have to be able to cover 

Kauffman Stadium.” 

 

MINOR SIGNINGS: The Reds signed catcher Juan Graterol, first baseman/outfielder Jordan Patterson, outfielder Aristides Aquino 

and infielder Christian Colón to minor league contracts. 

 

Graterol, Patterson and Aquino were previously non-tendered by the Reds at the end of November, removing them from the 40-man 

roster. 

 

Colón, 29, played in 142 games with the Royals and Miami Marlins over the last five years. 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds manager David Bell open to using Michael Lorenzen in the outfield 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 4:07 p.m. ET Dec. 10, 2018 

 

LAS VEGAS – Meeting players for the first time at Redsfest a little more than a week ago, Reds manager David Bell said it’s still 

too early to determine which players will compete for spots in the rotation or the bullpen, or how the lineup could shake out. 

 

After Bell finished building his coaching staff, his focus shifted to reaching out to players and talking with coaches to make plans 

for next season. 

 

One player he can envision using in a variety of roles is right-handed pitcher Michael Lorenzen, who pitched well out of the bullpen 

and made three starts at the end of the season. He had a 3.11 ERA in 45 appearances last year.  

 

“I don't know him as well as everyone else in the organization, but I would have no hesitation to putting him in any role, any 

position,” Bell said. “He's so competitive. He takes such great care of himself. He's going to do well in this game for a long time and 

it’ll be important for us to find at the best way to use him, the best way to maximize who he is.” 

 

Bell said he is open to using Lorenzen in the outfield, in a very limited role, for additional flexibility off the bench. 

 

Using Lorenzen in the outfield for brief stints could be a factor in keeping an extra pitcher on the 25-man roster. Lorenzen was a 

two-way player in college and played one inning in right field last season. At the plate, he had nine hits in 31 at-bats with four home 

runs and 10 RBI. 

 

“To have an athlete like that, that at the very least can have good at-bats and handle the bat and not be an out, I think it's an example 

and kind of an inspiration for all of our pitchers,” Bell said. “We'll find a way to allow him to contribute in that way.” 

 

Bell, who spoke to players on the phone after he was hired, said the Reds have not determined which role Homer Bailey will fill 

next season. 

 

Bailey had a 1-14 record and 6.09 ERA in 20 starts last season. Do the Reds want him to compete for a spot in the bullpen? 

 

“It’s so early. I know this isn’t early for people that have been in Cincinnati, but for us and our staff, (we're) trying to develop that 

relationship with (Bailey) and see where he fits in with everything else we’re doing,” Bell said. “He’s a good pitcher. To try to put 

him in a position that can help us succeed, but at the same time, find something that’s comfortable for him and something that he 

welcomes and sees as a challenge.” 

 

Reds manager David Bell said it's still too early to determine which pitchers will compete for starting spots, including Homer 

Bailey. Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer 

 

SENZEL WILL CONTRIBUTE: When Bell walked past Nick Senzel at Redsfest, Senzel mentioned that he was preparing to play 

center field. 

 

Bell likes Senzel’s confidence and he believes that Senzel will have a role with the Reds wherever the organization’s top prospect is 

playing on the field. Senzel started playing in the outfield during the instructional league, working with Eric Davis at the team’s 

Spring Training complex in Goodyear, Arizona. 



 

“I think he’s capable of doing whatever we do, but it’s our job to put him in a good position, especially with breaking into the Major 

Leagues,” Bell said of Senzel. “He’s going to contribute. He’s going to contribute a lot." 

 

Senzel, ranked as the No. 6 prospect in baseball by MLB.com, hit .310 with six homers and 25 RBI in 44 games at Triple-A 

Louisville last season. His season ended at the end of June when he suffered a season-ending finger injury. 

 

The Reds don’t have a natural center fielder after they chose not to tender a contract to Billy Hamilton, but Bell said he’s confident 

in the team’s internal options: Senzel, Scott Schebler and Phillip Ervin. The club could add another center fielder through free 

agency or a trade. 

 

Whichever position Senzel plays – and it could be multiple positions – Bell is hopeful that he will earn an everyday role. 

 

“He’s going to be with us and he’s going to play a lot,” Bell said. “He may play multiple positions. He may settle in at one position 

– eventually, he will do that. We see in today’s game, to have that versatility, to be able to play multiple positions, you can end up 

getting a guy regular at-bats, regular playing time just at multiple places.” 

 

REDS ADD A PITCHER: The Reds claimed left-handed reliever Robby Scott off waivers Monday from the Boston Red Sox. Scott 

pitched in nine games last season, mostly as a September call-up, allowing six runs in 6 2/3 innings. 

 

The 29-year-old Scott made 57 appearances during the 2017 season and had a 3.79 ERA. He’s held left-handed batters to a .149 

batting average in his career. 

 

SCOOTER GENNETT TRADE TALKS? The Reds are not in current discussions to sign second baseman Scooter Gennett to a 

long-term contract, and they are not actively shopping him on the trade market, according to a source. 

 

Gennett is expected to make around $11 million next year through arbitration and will be eligible for free agency following the 2019 

season. With several free agent options at second base, there likely wouldn’t be much of a trade market anyway. 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Will the Reds hold ’em or fold ’em at 2018 Winter Meetings in Las Vegas? 

By C. Trent Rosecrans Dec 9, 2018     

 

CINCINNATI – The Cubs won the World Series in 2016. The Brewers were one game away from the National League title last 

season and the Cardinals just added a first baseman who has finished in the top six of National League Most Valuable Player Award 

voting in four of the last six seasons. In other words, the Reds have their work cut out to be relevant in the National League Central 

division. 

 

The Reds have talked about their need and desire to add at least two starting pitchers, but this offseason has only seen one 

significant transaction, the subtraction of Billy Hamilton. 

 

On the precipice of the Winter Meetings in Las Vegas on Monday, where do the Reds stand? 

 

“Right now, I think we’re doing our due diligence and we’re in on a lot of things, we just haven’t gotten to the point where we’ve 

been able to consummate a deal,” Reds General Manager Nick Krall said Friday afternoon. “You’d love to do a deal earlier and 

spend the rest of the offseason just trying to figure out how to get ready for spring training, but that’s just not a reality.” 

 

The Reds have expressed their need to add two starting pitchers before the start of spring training, another reliever would be helpful 

and the team currently doesn’t have an experienced center fielder on the roster. 

 

Reds pitchers and catchers report in just more than two months, on Feb. 12, and all those spots are still unfilled. 

 

Where will they look? Well, it won’t be Patrick Corbin or Nathan Eovaldi to pitch for the Reds on Opening Day. Corbin signed a 

six-year, $160-million deal with the Nationals and Eovaldi inked a four-year, $68 million pact with the Red Sox. 

 

Dallas Keuchel is the top remaining starter on the free agent market and the Reds have been rumored to show interest in the 30-

year-old. 

 

Keuchel started the 2015 All-Star Game in Cincinnati for the American League opposite Zack Greinke, another name that has been 

passed as a suggestion for the Reds. However, despite trading so many other assets, the Diamondbacks have indicated they would 



like to keep the game’s highest-paid starter. If they renege on that promise, the Reds are on Greinke’s no-trade list, according to The 

Athletic’s Zach Buchanan. 

 

Aside from Keuchel, the Reds could also be a match for several other free-agent starters: 

 

• J.A. Happ: The 36-year-old lefty may not demand as long of a deal as Keuchel, but he’s being pursued by the runners-up in the 

Corbin sweepstakes, so his price tag could still be too high for what the Reds would like to spend. 

 

• Wade Miley: Another lefty, the 32-year-old spent last season with Milwaukee on a one-year deal. He was limited to 16 starts 

during the regular season due to oblique and groin injuries, but he was good when healthy (5-2 with a 2.57 ERA) and made four 

starts in the playoffs, putting up a 1.23 ERA in 14 2/3 innings against the Rockies and Dodgers. Miley worked with new Reds 

pitching coach Derek Johnson in Milwaukee. 

 

• Gio Gonzalez: Another lefty and another veteran who has worked alongside Johnson. Gonzalez went 3-0 with a 2.13 ERA in his 

five regular-season starts in Milwaukee after a trade from Washington. He was 15-9 with a 2.96 ERA in 2017 for the Nationals. 

Gonzalez, still just 33, has made at least 30 starts in eight of the last nine seasons. 

 

• Matt Harvey: Harvey went 7-7 with a 4.50 ERA in his 24 starts with the Reds after the trade from the Mets in early May. The team 

didn’t find many takers in trade talks, so it’s possible his market won’t be as robust as his camp would like. Harvey, who didn’t 

have the best reputation in New York, comported himself well in his time with the Reds. He expressed a comfort with the team. 

 

• Yusei Kikuchi: Officially posted by the Seibu Lions last week, the 27-year-old is coming off a disappointing 2018 in Japan. He 

was 16-6 with a 1.97 ERA in 2017 before going 14-4 with a 3.08 ERA in 2018. There are concerns about his shoulder and the Reds 

would have to go through the posting system, sending money to the Lions in addition to paying Kikuchi. The Reds are the only team 

in Major League Baseball to never have had a Japanese player. The Reds didn’t spend much time scouting Asia in previous regimes, 

but under Williams, the team has expanded in the Far East. 

 

Other names to consider include Trevor Cahill, Clay Buchholz, Lance Lynn, Derek Holland and Anibal Sanchez. None of these are 

guaranteed to be significant upgrades over in-house candidates, though, nor would they seem to fulfill the promise of Bob Castellini 

to “get the pitching.” 

 

There are also trade possibilities: 

 

• Sonny Gray: Gray’s time in New York hasn’t turned out as anyone had hoped, but there are still believers in the 29-year-old, 

perhaps more than even the Yankees believed near the end of the season. Gray was once seen as a salary dump, but multiple teams 

have expressed interest in him, driving up the asking price by the Yankees. New York may not feel much pressure to move him 

until they have a replacement in the rotation. Johnson was Gray’s pitching coach in college, but the Yankees won’t be taking Gray’s 

wishes into account when making a deal. 

 

• Trevor Bauer: Cleveland has been dangling its top-shelf arms and Bauer, with two years of team control remaining, may be the 

most enticing. But acquiring Bauer wouldn’t come cheap – not in money but in prospect capital. Cleveland would likely demand 

several of the Reds’ top prospects, such as Nick Senzel, Hunter Greene and/or Taylor Trammell. That’s a steep price to pay for two 

years of any pitcher, even one as talented as Bauer. 

 

As for the bullpen, the Reds have been linked to Joakim Soria, who pitched for the White Sox and Brewers last season. 

 

Then there’s center field – the top free agent at the position is former Diamondback A.J. Pollock, who has played just 237 games 

over the last three seasons. Pitchers may be averse to signing short-term deals to reestablish value at Great American Ball Park, but 

the offensive-friendly environment could be a selling point to a hitter. Adam Jones is another option in the big-name category, but 

having escaped Baltimore, he’s expressed interest in going to a contending team. Andrew McCutchen is a free agent, but his days in 

center seem to be numbered (although, Shin-Soo Choo once patrolled GABP, so it’s not the most challenging defensive 

environment). 

 

Then there’s the option of a defensive center fielder to platoon with Scott Schebler. Denard Span would be an option, as would 

Cameron Maybin. 

 

The Winter Meetings, oddly, represent neither a beginning nor end to the offseason movement in baseball, but rather an artificial 

expectation of transactional flurries. The Reds haven’t made much hay at the annual event since the last day of the 2014 meetings in 

San Diego when they traded Alfredo Simon to the Tigers for Eugenio Suárez and Mat Latos to the Marlins for Anthony DeSclafani. 

 

“I don’t think there’s something that I would say we have to have accomplished before we get out of there,” said Dick Williams, the 

Reds’ president of baseball operations. “I think our goal is to go in there and exchange as much information as possible with other 



teams and agents and learn as much as we can about deals that make us better. We never go there with the idea of trying to complete 

something while we’re there.” 

 

Added Krall: “I think you’d love to add whatever you can as soon as possible, but I also think you have to be realistic and 

understand where the market is and how the market’s progressing. You can’t just make a deal to make a deal, you’ve got to have 

two sides to make that deal and it’s got to make sense for both sides.” 

 

Transactions 
 

12/10/18  

Baltimore Orioles claimed 3B Rio Ruiz off waivers from Atlanta Braves. 

St. Louis Cardinals claimed RHP Ryan Meisinger off waivers from Baltimore Orioles. 

San Francisco Giants claimed CF Mike Gerber off waivers from Detroit Tigers. 

Cincinnati Reds claimed LHP Robby Scott off waivers from Boston Red Sox. 

Texas Rangers claimed 2B Carlos Asuaje off waivers from San Diego Padres. 

Miami Marlins sent 3B Yadiel Rivera outright to New Orleans Baby Cakes. 

Seattle Mariners claimed 3B Kaleb Cowart off waivers from Los Angeles Angels. 

Milwaukee Brewers invited non-roster 2B Jake Hager to spring training. 

Milwaukee Brewers signed free agent RHP Deolis Guerra to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Milwaukee Brewers signed free agent C Tuffy Gosewisch to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Detroit Tigers signed free agent RHP Tyson Ross. 

Miami Marlins sent RHP Brett Graves outright to New Orleans Baby Cakes. 

 

 

 
 


