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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 

1940-Frank McCormick is named the National League Most Valuable Player, following a season with 618 at-bats, 191 hits, 44 

doubles and a .309 batting average 

MLB.COM 
Reds to try Senzel at multiple positions in camp 

GM Williams on No. 1 prospect: 'He's got the talent' to play all over diamond 

 

By Mark Sheldon / MLB.com | @m_sheldon | November 10th, 2017 + 358 COMMENTS 

CINCINNATI -- The Reds' No. 1 prospect, Nick Senzel, will need to purchase some new gloves for some different positions next 

year. 

 

Senzel was drafted second overall in 2016 as a third baseman, and he has seen time solely at the hot corner amid his express lane 

through the system. When Senzel arrives at his first big league Spring Training in February, he will be given looks at multiple spots. 

"I think he's got the talent to play a couple of different positions, and we're going to let him do that," Reds general manager Dick 

Williams. 

 

Cincinnati has the so-called good problem in that its third baseman, Eugenio Suarez, is coming off of breakout year. It doesn't mean 

that Senzel is necessarily blocked, because Suarez -- a natural shortstop -- could always be moved to a different position. But Senzel 

has experience elsewhere, too. 

 

"This is a guy that played shortstop in college [at Tennessee], played third base in college, played second base as an amateur," 

Williams said of Senzel. "We think he's clearly athletic enough to go to left field or right field. He's got the bat to do it." 

 

Senzel, 22, batted .321/.391/.514 with 14 home runs and 65 RBIs in 119 games in 2017, combined among Class A Advanced 

Daytona and Double-A Pensacola. 

 

Over the 57 games he played for Pensacola after his June 22 promotion, Senzel hit .340/.413/.560 with 10 homers. It appears likely 

that he will begin next season at Triple-A Louisville. Besides being ranked No. 1 in the organization by MLBPipeline.com, he's 

listed as the eighth-best overall in baseball. 

 

Williams likened Senzel's potential trajectory to former Reds All-Star third baseman Todd Frazier. When he was taken 34th overall 

in the 2007 Draft, Frazier was a shortstop. As a prospect, and during his early days in the big leagues, he played numerous positions 

-- third base, first base, second base and left field. 

 

"We knew he was going to be able to hit in the big leagues," Williams said of Frazier. "When Todd came up, we thought maybe the 

opportunity would be in left field, maybe third base, maybe shortstop. He had the ability to play multiple positions, and we played 

him that way. There's no reason why you wouldn't get [Senzel] some time at different positions." 

 

Many have opined that Senzel could have a future as the Reds' second baseman. Scooter Gennett, a March 28 waiver claim, 

emerged with a breakout season and is under club control for two more years. The organization also has the oft-injured Dilson 

Herrera, who will be out of Minor League options next spring with little track record since his 2016 trade from the Mets for Jay 

Bruce. In the corner outfield spots, the Reds have Adam Duvall, Scott Schebler and prospect Jesse Winker. 

 

It's often said in the Majors that if a player can hit, teams will somehow find a place for him in the lineup to play. In the short term 

at least, the club can kick the can down the road a little and find a spot when for Senzel when they have to. Trading him elsewhere is 

definitely not one of the solutions, but having him be versatile in the field certain is one. 

 

"We see him as a guy we really want to keep," Williams said. "We see him as an important part of our lineup and team in the future. 

I think he's valuable enough and talented enough that depending on our situation, when and if he's ready, we have flexibility with 

him." 

 



Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. Follow him on 

Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball 

or its clubs. 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
Nick Senzel leads the Reds' top prospects list 

C. Trent Rosecrans, crosecrans@enquirer.com Published 11:08 a.m. ET Nov. 10, 2017 | Updated 11:09 a.m. ET Nov. 10, 2017 

 

What’s more important, a higher ceiling or a higher floor? 

 

That’s pretty much the question when determining the Reds’ top prospect. 

 

For the first time, the decision was mine. Well, at least mine and that of the editors at Baseball America. The answer, it turned out, 

was the higher floor – coupled with the proximity to the big leagues – as third baseman Nick Senzel tops the Reds’ Top 10 

Prospects list released by the magazine on Friday. 

 

Right-hander Hunter Greene, the second overall pick in this past season’s draft, is ranked second among Reds prospects, even 

though some have called him a “generational talent.” 

 

For the Reds, that’s a good problem to have. Picking second in each of the last two drafts has netted the team two potential stars in 

Senzel and Greene. 

 

Baseball America releases its top 10 prospects list for every major league team in the offseason. A top 30 list in its Prospect 

Handbook, will be released early next year. I’ve been Baseball America’s Reds correspondent for several years and this was the first 

year I’ve done the Prospect Handbook, ranking the top 30 prospects.  

 

It’s a daunting task. To make the list, I spoke to Reds officials and coaches, as well as scouts from several different organizations 

who have seen these players. I didn’t scout them, even if I’ve seen most of them play, but I took a consensus of the industry how 

they stack up. 

 

As a whole, the Reds’ system is seen as deep, but perhaps lacking potential superstars, aside from Greene. 

 

But there’s the rub. Greene just turned 18 in August. The right-handed pitcher has as much potential as any player drafted in the last 

several years, but with pitching arms, so many things can happen, from injury to lack of development. But on the other hand is 102 

mph and a clean, easy delivery. The potential is limitless. 

 

That’s not to say Senzel doesn’t have a high ceiling, it’s just that there’s a lot less risk that he’ll ever make the majors because he’s 

on the precipice of the big leagues right now. It would be a major surprise if Senzel doesn’t play in a Reds uniform in 2018. 

 

Senzel was seen as the closest player to the big leagues when he was drafted in 2016 and nothing he’s done in the minors has 

changed that opinion. If anything, he’s increased his stock since then, tearing up the minor leagues, including hitting .340/.413/.560 

after being promoted to Double-A. 

 

The numbers barely tell the story about Senzel. Those who watch him more like him more every time based on the way he plays the 

game. He’s a good defender at third base with a good arm and is faster and better baserunner than expected. The only questions for 

Senzel are when and where he’ll play in the big leagues – and the latter is only a question because Eugenio Suarez has made it a 

question with his own stellar play at third. 

 

As deep as the Reds system is (and rival evaluators say it’s pretty deep), the top two on the list stand apart. 

 

The third prospect on the list is outfielder Taylor Trammell, also drafted in the first round of the 2016 draft. In his first full season, 

Trammell gained his fair share of fans among evaluators. He hit .281/.368/.450, impressive considering he was a two-sport star in 

high school and didn’t have as much baseball under his belt as many of his contemporaries. Trammell is fast and as he gets stronger, 

the power potential is there.  

 

The next two on the list, No. 4 Tyler Mahle and No. 5 Jesse Winker, made their big league debuts in 2017 and made pretty good 

cases to return to the big leagues in 2018. Winker’s eligible on the list because he had nine fewer than the 130 at-bats needed for 

rookie eligibility.  

 

Fire-balling right-hander Tony Santillan is ranked sixth, followed by outfielder Jose Siri, who set a Midwest League record with a 

39-game hitting streak last season.  

 



Second baseman Shed Long, subject of The Enquirer’s “Great American Dream” podcast is the team’s No. 8 prospect. Long 

finished the season in Double-A Pensacola. 

 

Cuban right-hander Vladimir Gutierrez is ninth and 2015 first-round pick Tyler Stephenson rounds out the top 10. 

 

Cincinnati Reds Hall of Fame offers free admission to veterans, active military 

Dave Clark, dclark@cincinnati.com Published 10:45 a.m. ET Nov. 10, 2017 | Updated 11:44 a.m. ET Nov. 10, 2017 

 

The Cincinnati Reds Hall of Fame & Museum is offering free general admission to all veterans and active military members (with 

valid I.D.) Friday (Nov. 10) through Sunday (Nov. 12) in honor of Veterans Day, and compiled the following list of Reds Hall of 

Famers who served in the armed forces: 

 

Johnny Bench - Army Reserve 

 

Ewell Blackwell - Army 

 

Smoky Burgess - Army 

 

Harry Craft - Navy 

 

Lonny Frey - Army 

 

Warren Giles - Army 

 

Ken Griffey, Sr. - Army Reserve 

 

Tommy Helms - Marine Corps Reserve 

 

Bob Howsam - Navy 

 

Fred Hutchinson - Navy 

 

Brooks Lawrence - Army 

 

Mike McCormick - Army, Air Force 

 

Joe Morgan - Army 

 

Eppa Rixey - Army 

 

Pete Rose - Army Reserve 

 

Johnny Temple - Navy 

 

Johnny Vander Meer - Navy 

 

Plaques of the Reds Hall of Famers who have served their country will be marked for visitors' reference, according to the Reds Hall 

of Fame and Museum.  

  

The Reds Hall of Fame & Museum at Great American Ball Park is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday during the 

offseason. 

  

For more information, visit redsmuseum.org or call 513-765-7923. 
 


