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• Cubs.com, Cubs draft Stanford's Hoerner in first round 

https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-draft-stanford-infielder-nico-hoerner/c-279778688  
 

• ESPNChicago.com, Jake Arrieta returns to Wrigley for bittersweet reunion 
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23697161/jake-arrieta-returns-wrigley-bittersweet-reunion  

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, MLB Draft: Running down the Cubs' 4 picks on Day 1 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/mlb-draft-running-down-cubs-4-picks-day-1-nico-
hoerner-brennen-davis  

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Why Nico Hoerner is exactly what the Cubs were looking for 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/why-nico-hoerner-exactly-what-cubs-were-looking-
epstein-mcleod-bryant-almora-schwarber-happ  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Cubs have faith No. 24 pick Nico Hoerner will hit for power: 'He’s a guy who is 

very strong, has very strong hands' 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-nico-hoerner-20180604-
story.html  
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs ready to welcome Jake Arrieta back to Wrigley Field 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-jake-arrieta-phillies-20180605-
story.html  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Column: Jake Arrieta, returning to Wrigley Field with Phillies, transformed Cubs 

into a team to be feared 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-jake-arrieta-returns-haugh-
20180604-story.html  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Column: Yankees echo Joe Maddon's 'Sunday Night Baseball' schedule gripe, 

weigh ESPN boycott 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-yankees-boycott-espn-sunday-night-
baseball-20180604-story.html  

 
• Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs select Stanford’s Nico Hoerner with 24th pick in draft 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-select-stanfords-nico-hoerner-with-24th-pick-in-draft/  
 
• Chicago Sun-Times, Ex-Cub Jake Arrieta reflective, ‘humbled’ anticipating 1st trip back to Wrigley 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/ex-cub-jake-arrieta-reflective-humbled-anticipating-1st-trip-
back-to-wrigley/  
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• Chicago Sun-Times, Wanting Darvish to succeed but wishing Arrieta could pitch at Wrigley this 

week 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/chicago-cubs-jake-arrieta-yu-darvish-theo-epstein-
philadelphia-phillies-2/  
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Bruce Rauner has attached himself to the Cubs — does he know the issues? 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/chicago-cubs-yu-darvish-jason-heyward-joe-maddon-theo-
epstein/   

 
• Daily Herald, Chicago Cubs go with shortstop in first round 

http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180604/chicago-cubs-go-with-shortstop-in-first-round  
 
• The Athletic, Rewinding the Arrieta/Darvish negotiations and how Jake first ‘landed on the moon’ 

with Cubs 
https://theathletic.com/380852/2018/06/05/rewinding-the-arrieta-darvish-negotiations-and-how-
jake-first-landed-on-the-moon-with-cubs/  

 
• The Athletic, Cubs betting Stanford’s Nico Hoerner will be their next first-round college hitter to 

make it big 
https://theathletic.com/380651/2018/06/05/cubs-betting-stanfords-nico-hoerner-will-be-their-
next-first-round-college-hitter-to-make-it-big/  

 
• The Athletic, ‘I’d never even heard of him, but just the pure stuff was there.’ On Jake Arrieta, the 

accidental ace who came to define the Cubs’ remarkable rise 
https://theathletic.com/379888/2018/06/04/id-never-even-heard-of-him-but-just-the-pure-stuff-
was-there-on-jake-arrieta-the-accidental-ace-who-came-to-define-the-cubs-remarkable-rise/  
 

-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs draft Stanford's Hoerner in first round  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Stanford shortstop Nico Hoerner fit all the criteria the Cubs were looking for and may be 
another position player on the fast track to the big leagues. 
 
The Cubs selected Hoerner 24th overall in the MLB Draft, the first of four picks by the team on Monday. 
In the second round, they picked outfielder Brennen Davis of Basha High School (Chandler, Ariz); and 
with back-to-back compensation picks at No. 77 and 78, the Cubs chose outfielder Cole Roederer out of 
Hart High School (Calif.) and University of San Diego pitcher Paul Richan. 
 
Hoerner was high on the Cubs' wish list going into the Draft. 
 
"First and foremost was his ability on the baseball field," Cubs scouting and player development director 
Jason McLeod said of Hoerner, 21. "This is a talented player who can really swing the bat, it's a high-
contact bat. We think there's more power in there in terms of extra-base hits, in terms of lifting the ball. 
We really love what he can do at the plate. 
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"He's a multi-tool athlete with incredible makeup," McLeod said. "He's a leader on the field, he's a 
leader in the dugout, he's incredibly passionate and all about winning. He's exactly what we're looking to 
bring into the organization." 
 
Hoerner batted .345 in 57 games with Stanford this past season, hitting 17 doubles, six triples and two 
home runs, while driving in 40 runs. A right-handed hitter, the junior from Oakland, Calif., was named to 
the All-Tournament team in the NCAA regional. 
 
In his freshman season, Hoerner started 53 of 54 games at second base, batting .254. He moved to 
shortstop his sophomore year and started all 58 of Stanford's games there, batting .307, and was named 
to the All Pac-12 defensive team. He played in the Cape Cod Baseball League in the summer and hit .301, 
and said that experience was key to his development. 
 
The Cubs have had success with position players taken in the first round. That list includes Javier Baez 
(2011), Albert Almora Jr. ('12), Kris Bryant ('13), Kyle Schwarber ('14) and Ian Happ ('15), who are all on 
the current Cubs roster. 
 
"It was pretty amazing seeing one of the graphics they showed on the [MLB Network] Draft show with 
the previous position players they'd drafted," Hoerner said. "Seeing those names -- obviously, they're 
guys you know really well -- is really special. The main experience I've had with Cubs fans is I played in 
the Northwoods League after my freshman year in college. There's Cubs fans everywhere, man. They 
love the Cubs and they're knowledgeable about the game and to be a part of an organization with that 
kind of fan base is really special." 
 
Hoerner may have met a few Cubs fans while playing for the Madison Mallards, but he didn't know the 
Cubs were interested in him prior to the Draft. He'd asked his advisor not to tell him which Major League 
teams were scouting him. 
 
"I was lucky to be on a really successful team this year, and we had a team that was focused on winning, 
and I think that brings out my best attributes," said Hoerner, an American studies major at Stanford. 
"The Draft process was pretty smooth." 
 
McLeod said the plan is to leave Hoerner at shortstop for now but they think the versatile athlete is 
capable of moving almost anywhere on the field. 
 
"We think he can play shortstop, but he's such a good baseball player, I think if down the road, we asked 
him to move somewhere else, he'd do it flawlessly," McLeod said. "He's a really talented baseball player. 
 
"One of the things that's so good about him is that elite hand-eye coordination," McLeod said. "That's a 
natural hitting ability that not many people have." 
 
"I'm going to play shortstop as long as that's OK with them," Hoerner said. "That's what I love to do and I 
think I can do it at a really high level, but at the same time, I think I can play every position on the field if 
need be. I just want to win ballgames." 
 
Davis, 18, a former basketball standout, gave up that sport to focus on baseball and has made a verbal 
commitment to attend the University of Miami. This past season, he helped Basha post a 24-5-1 record, 
batting .444 in his senior year. In 38 games in his last two years of school, he batted .426 with 10 
doubles, two triples, four home runs and 41 runs scored. 
 



 
Roederer, 18, a left-handed-hitting outfielder, has committed to UCLA. He led his high school in most 
offensive categories in 2017, and this year he batted .392 in 18 games. 
 
Richan, 21, struck out 101 batters over 89 2/3 innings and walked 13 in his junior season for San Diego. 
He was a reliever at the beginning of his collegiate career, then moved into the rotation and became a 
weekend starter. He graduated from Hart High School, the same as Roederer, and the alma mater of 
current Cubs pitcher Mike Montgomery. Plus, Bryant attended San Diego. 
 
The Draft continues on Tuesday with Rounds 3-10. The MLB.com preview show begins at 11:30 a.m. CT, 
with exclusive coverage beginning at 12 p.m. CT. 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Jake Arrieta returns to Wrigley for bittersweet reunion  
By Jesse Rogers 
 
CHICAGO -- The rise of the Chicago Cubs can be traced directly back to the rise of one of their former 
star players, according to many within the team. As Philadelphia Phillies right-hander Jake Arrieta 
returns to Wrigley Field this week, nostalgia will be in the air. Arrieta's ascension in 2015 -- on his way to 
a Cy Young Award -- matched the Cubs' rise, which led to a World Series title the following season, their 
first in 108 years. 
 
Arrieta's return will undoubtedly be treated with the pomp and circumstance it deserves. 
 
"Solid like a rock," Arrieta's former manager, Joe Maddon, said over the weekend in New York. "He was 
that. He was highly accountable, uniquely conditioned and had cartoonish stuff." 
 
Arrieta never lacked for confidence, and he backed it up on the field after a 2013 trade from Baltimore 
for pitcher Scott Feldman and catcher Steve Clevenger changed everything. By the next year, he was 
beginning to make a name for himself. Then came 2015. It was a magical season. He went 22-6 with a 
1.77 ERA, but he didn't make the All-Star team. Most of the damage came after the All-Star break, in a 
glorious run for him and for the Cubs. Arrieta posted a 0.75 ERA, the lowest second-half ERA (with a 
minimum of 10 starts) since 1933, the first year an All-Star Game was played. Meanwhile, the team took 
off, grabbing a wild-card spot with an unexpected 97-win season. 
 
"That was one of the most impressive runs I've ever gotten to watch," pitcher Kyle Hendricks said. 
"When he took the ball every fifth day, you just figured CG [complete game]/shutout. Every time you 
expected to go nine and maybe give up one. It was unbelievable, the level he was pitching at." 
 
None of that success led to a new contract with the Cubs. Arrieta tested free agency -- via agent Scott 
Boras -- and signed a three-year, $75 million deal with the Phillies, but only very late this past offseason. 
The Cubs signed Yu Darvish. 
 
"He [Arrieta] is a true No.1 pitcher," Boras said via text. "He wins the biggest games, is a true leader and 
makes other members of the staff better. One of the game's best investments." 
 
Boras is literally paid to say that, of course, but his sentiments aren't wrong. Arrieta threw a no-hitter on 
Sunday Night Baseball in 2015, sealing his Cy Young candidacy. He won the wild-card game in Pittsburgh 
that season in such a hostile atmosphere that many say it was unmatched during this Cubs run. Then 



 
came Arrieta's big wins in 2016, including facing elimination in Game 6 of the World Series. Earlier that 
season, he threw his second no-hitter. 
 
"I was thinking about that the other day in Pittsburgh," Maddon said. "Having the privilege of having 
managed him has made me better." 
 
It made the Cubs better too. Arrieta's bravado rubbed off and is missed in the Cubs' clubhouse. 
 
"It would have been cool to have him on the mound [this week] at Wrigley pitching for the other side," 
Arrieta's friend Tommy La Stella said. "He meant so much to the fan base and organization, I'm sure 
everyone will love seeing him." 
 
La Stella then paused. 
 
"Just don't tell him that," he quipped. 
 
There are stories of players being good teammates in every clubhouse, but Arrieta was indeed unique, 
as he made his rounds around the whole locker room. 
 
"He was rehabbing coming back from an injury in the minors [in 2014]," Hendricks said. "I was able to 
meet him, but then when I got called up, from day one, he took me under his wing. He was unbelievable 
... He did that with everyone. He was that guy that tried to connect and make everyone else feel 
special." 
 
That's why so many former teammates followed his offseason saga with interest, hoping that the longer 
he was available, the more likely it was that he might sign with the Cubs. It didn't happen. 
 
"It was very tough, I'm sure," Ben Zobrist said. "Just kind of waiting around ... Before Yu [Darvish] signed, 
I thought there was a possibility he would come back, but after Yu signed, I didn't think so, obviously." 
 
So far, Darvish has not made fans forget about Arrieta -- not that they ever will. There will be a nice 
tribute to him from the organization, and he'll get a standing ovation or two this week when he shows 
himself on the field. He deserves every bit of it. Without Arrieta in a Cubs uniform -- acquired for very 
little -- the team would never have reached the heights that it has. 
 
"That's 'Snake' [Arrieta's nickname] right there," reliever Pedro Strop said. "I don't know what it's going 
to look like seeing him on a different team. A lot of good things to remember." 
 
Zobrist added: "On the field, he's a special talent. The kind of presence he has on the mound is special. 
He was an absolute key for us to win the World Series in 2016." 
 
And put the Cubs on the map. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
MLB Draft: Running down the Cubs' 4 picks on Day 1 
By Tony Andracki 
 
In a change of pace from the last couple years, the Cubs were very active on Day 1 of the MLB Draft. 
 



 
They entered Monday holding 5 of the Top 98 picks, 4 of which came on Day 1. 
 
Theo Epstein's front office kicked things off by selecting Stanford shortstop Nico Hoerner with the 24th 
overall pick. 
 
Hoerner hit .304 in his three-year college career, including a .349 average and .894 OPS in his junior 
season in 2018. He only had 3 collegiate homers, but still managed to slug .498 this spring thanks to 16 
doubles and 5 triples. 
 
The Cubs followed that up by taking a high school outfielder Brennen Davis with their second-round 
pick, 62nd overall. 
 
Davis is a 6-foot-4, 195-pound native of Chandler, Ariz., which is roughly 10 minutes from the Cubs 
spring training complex in Mesa. 
 
Davis hit .444 in his senior season in high school with 12 extra-base hits (7 doubles, 2 triples, 3 homers) 
and walked 17 times against only 5 strikeouts. He also stole 13 bases in 23 games. 
 
Here's a glimpse at Davis: 
 
The Cubs also owned the 77th and 78th picks in the draft as compensation for Wade Davis and Jake 
Arrieta signing contracts in free agency over the winter. The compensation picks come before the third 
round. 
 
With the first of those compensation picks, the Cubs again went with a high school outfielder, this time 
taking Cole Roederer, an outfielder from Hart High School in southern California (where current Cubs 
pitcher Mike Montgomery also attended). 
 
Roederer is a 6-foot, 180-pound left-handed hitter/thrower who hit .361 over his high school career, 
including .392 his senior season. He also hit 7 homers in 2018 while walking 13 times compared to only 8 
strikeouts and posting a 1.439 OPS in 18 games. 
 
In 79 career high school games, Roederer stole 40 bases in 43 tries. 
 
Here's a brief glimpse at Roederer: 
 
With the 78th pick — and the final selection of Day 1 of the MLB Draft — the Cubs took right-handed 
pitcher Paul Richan out of the University of San Diego (Kris Bryant's alma mater).  
 
Richan — 6-foot-3, 200 pounds — also hails from Hart High School, just like Roederer and Montgomery. 
 
In college, Richan posted a career 4.53 ERA in 44 games (25 starts). He was 4-6 in 2018 with a 4.62 ERA 
and 1.25 WHIP across 13 starts. He also struck out 101 batters in 89.2 innings. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Why Nico Hoerner is exactly what the Cubs were looking for  
By Tony Andracki 
 
It took roughly 20 seconds after he began speaking for the first mention of the word "winning."  



 
 
Nico Hoerner became the latest college hitter to go to the Cubs in the first round of the MLB Draft and in 
his introductory teleconference with the Chicago media, the Stanford shortstop didn't waste any team 
showing what he was about. 
 
Theo Epstein's Cubs front office spends a lot of time and energy on the character of a player they draft 
and it's paid off well with Albert Almora Jr., Kris Bryant, Kyle Schwarber and Ian Happ in the past (as far 
as the Draft goes, at least).  
 
Hoerner checked all the boxes for Epstein and Co. 
 
"First and foremost, it's his ability on the baseball field," said Jason McLeod, Cubs senior VP of player 
development and amateur scouting. "He's a talented player that can really swing the bat, that's a high-
contact bat. We think there's actually more power for him there in terms of extra-base hits and lifting 
the ball. 
 
"But we really love what he can do at the plate. He's a multi-tool athlete with incredible makeup. When 
you go and watch him, it's really apparent — he's a leader on the field, he's a leader in the dugout, he's 
incredibly passionate, he's all about winning. 
 
"He's exactly what we're looking to bring into the organization." 
 
Hoerner was the star of a Stanford team that went 46-12 overall this season and finished atop the Pac 
12 conference. 
 
He spent most of the spring focusing on his team at Stanford instead of the Draft. 
 
"Honestly with the Cubs, I really had no idea," Hoerner said. "I asked my advisors throughout the whole 
process to give me really limited information and just let me focus on the season.  
 
"I was lucky to be on a really successful team this year and I was focused on winning. The draft process 
was pretty smooth." 
 
Hoerner only hit 3 homers in 164 career college games, but collected 42 doubles and 9 triples while 
slugging .406 overall. 
 
After a rough start to his collegiate career in 2016 (.254 average, .609 OPS), Hoerner turned it on and hit 
.307 his sophomore year and then .349 his junior season. 
 
In between seasons at Stanford, Hoerner — an Oakland native — played for the Madison, Wisc., team in 
the Northwoods League in 2016, where he got a taste of the Midwest life and caught a glimpse into the 
world of Cubs fans. 
 
He also played in the Cape Cod League in 2017, an experience he credited with helping him take huge 
strides before his junior season in college. 
 
As the Cubs prepared for the Draft, they were holding out hope Hoerner would still be available at pick 
No. 24. They fell in love with his "exceptional makeup" and unique "natural hitting ability." 
 
The Cubs think more power will come eventually, as he continues to fill out his 5-foot-11, 190-pound 
frame. 



 
 
"He's just so skilled at barreling the ball up around the zone," McLeod said. "He has strong hands. I know 
this year when I went to see him, I was actually surprised just the strength of his body. Because you read 
the bio and you might see 5-11ish or 6-feet and you kinda expect him to be more of a medium frame 
guy, but this is a guy that's very strong, has very strong hands, high contact and he hits balls really hard. 
 
"We do think that will translate really well because of what he already does well — which is really elite 
hand-eye coordination and ability to get the barrel to the ball and hit it hard." 
 
Hoerner also fits the Cubs' mold in recent years as a player who can play all over the diamond. He has no 
qualms about moving if asked, but for now, he and the Cubs are content with sticking at shortstop. 
 
"I'm gonna play shortstop as long as that's OK with them," Hoerner said. "That's what I love to do; I think 
I can do it at a really high level.  
 
"But at the same time, I think I can play every position on the field if need be. Just want to win 
ballgames." 
 
There's that "winning" concept again... 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs have faith No. 24 pick Nico Hoerner will hit for power: 'He’s a guy who is very strong, has very 
strong hands' 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Cubs believe Nico Hoerner’s power will develop to reach the level of his other skills that convinced 
them to select the Stanford shortstop with the 24th overall pick in Monday night’s MLB draft. 
 
“He’s so skilled at barreling the ball around the zone,” said Jason McLeod, the Cubs senior vice president 
of scouting and player development. “He has strong hands. When I went to see him I was surprised with 
the strength in his body. You read his bio and see he’s 5-11 and expect him to be more of a medium-
framed guy. But he’s a guy who is very strong, has very strong hands, and hits for high contact and hits 
balls very hard. 
 
“We think that will translate well because of what he does really well, which is elite hand-eye 
coordination.” 
 
Hoerner, 21, a 5-foot-11, 203-pound junior, batted .345 with 22 RBIs, 20 walks and 15 stolen bases this 
spring for the Cardinal. Hoerner hit only two home runs but struck out only 22 times in 232 at-bats. 
 
“There’s more in there offensively,” Stanford coach David Esquer said. “He is a tough out, and his 
offensive game is going to get better and better.” 
 
The Cubs scouted Hoerner and Stanford left-hander Kris Bubic (who went to the Royals with the 40th 
pick) the last two seasons and followed their progress in the Cape Cod League, where Hoerner batted 
.300 with six home runs, 28 RBIs and 15 stolen bases in the wood-bat league. 
 
But Hoerner had no inkling of the Cubs’ interest. He told his adviser, Matt Sosnick, to give him limited 
draft information to allow him to focus on his college season. 



 
 
“I was lucky to be on a successful team, and I was focused on winning,” Hoerner said on a conference 
call. “The draft process was very smooth.” 
 
Hoerner began his college career at second base before moving to shortstop. Esquer has no doubts 
about Hoerner’s arm strength at the pro level. 
 
“His arm is fine,” Esquer said. “He can play shortstop at the major-league level.” 
 
McLeod said the Cubs’ preference is to leave Hoerner at shortstop. 
 
“Down the road, if we ask him to move somewhere else, I think he’d do it flawlessly because of who he 
is,” McLeod said. “He’s a talented baseball player.” 
 
Hoerner believes he can play shortstop “at a high level. (But) I can play every position if need be. I just 
want to win games.” 
 
Coincidentally, Esquer played in the Angels organization in the late 1980s, when his minor-league hitting 
instructor was current Cubs manager Joe Maddon. 
 
“Joe is going to love what Nico is all about,” Esquer said. “Nico has a great clock for the game. He knows 
when he has to make a throw quickly and when he has more time. Nico is a game changer.” 
 
McLeod said Hoerner was one of three players the Cubs strongly considered taking with the 24th pick, 
which carries an assigned bonus value of $2.724 million. 
 
Hoerner could help fill a void created when the Cubs traded infielders Gleyber Torres and Isaac Paredes 
in deadline deals in the previous two seasons. 
 
The Cubs took high-school outfielders with their next two picks: Brennen Davis from Chandler Ariz., at 
No. 62, and Cole Roederer of Acton, Calif., at No. 77. They selected right-handed pitcher Paul Richan of 
the University of San Diego at No. 78. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs ready to welcome Jake Arrieta back to Wrigley Field  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Jon Lester said some of his teammates have been giving Jake Arrieta grief over not facing the Cubs in a 
three-game series starting Tuesday night at Wrigley Field. 
 
But Lester expects that the Cubs will pay tribute to their former ace prior at some point during his return 
with his new Phillies teammates. 
 
“He deserves it,” Lester said. 
 
Cubs players spoke glowingly about Arrieta — and for much more than his 68-31 record over 4 ½ 
seasons, his 2015 National League Cy Young Award and two victories in the 2016 World Series. 
 



 
“Shortly after I got called up, Jake was one of the first guys to help me out with everything,” Kyle 
Hendricks recalled. “We’d sit on the bench, talk about baseball, the game, hitters, lifestyle stuff in the 
big leagues, and go to dinner. He took me under his wing. ... He was a big mentor for me.” 
 
Heyward said he never saw Arrieta give in to any hitter, nor show signs of any weakness during his free 
agent season with the Cubs in 2017. 
 
“It’s especially tough for a pitcher to have your free agent year the year after winning a World Series,” 
Heyward said. “He’s coming off the second year in a row of throwing a lot of innings. All that stuff plays 
a factor, and then you go to another team and try to win.” 
 
After a long offseason, Arrieta finally signed with the Phillies in March for a three-year contract worth 
$75 million. 
 
“I’m happy he got his family set,” Heyward said. “They were already set, but now they’re set. He signed 
with a young competitor, and it’s a fresh start for him.” 
 
Arrieta never thought he was bigger than the organization, as he lent advice to struggling minor league 
pitcher Pierce Johnson (now with the Giants) and honored a bet he lost two years ago to Tommy La 
Stella by inking “CCU ’16 Champs” on his rear. 
 
The bet stemmed from La Stella’s alma mater, Coastal Carolina, beating Arrieta’s Texas Christian in the 
2016 College World Series semifinals. 
 
When asked if he would make sure Arrieta still had the tattoo, La Stella laughed. 
 
“I’ll just have to trust it’s there,” La Stella said. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Column: Jake Arrieta, returning to Wrigley Field with Phillies, transformed Cubs into a team to be feared  
By David Haugh 
 
Yu Darvish could be undefeated with a microscopic ERA, and the sight of Jake Arrieta back at Wrigley 
Field in a different uniform would cause a Cubs fan’s heart to flutter. 
 
Cubs fans don’t hate Darvish, as a teammate suggested. But they still love Jake, the pitcher forever on a 
first-name basis with Chicago. 
 
That Darvish has had more stints on the disabled list than victories 56 games into the season only makes 
Arrieta’s return Tuesday with the Phillies a more jarring image, the jilted lover who still turns your head 
after time passes. The absence of Arrieta from the 2018 Cubs has made fans grow fonder of everything 
he meant to an organization he helped revive as much as any player. 
 
Did any Cub mean more to the historic overhaul? 
 
You can make the case for any one of four Cubs being the most significant player in the team’s 
transformation into a perennial contender: Jon Lester, Kris Bryant, Anthony Rizzo and Arrieta, whom the 
Cubs stole from the Orioles in a nondescript trade July 2, 2013. The Cubs flipped veteran starting pitcher 
Scott Feldman and backup catcher Steve Clevenger for Arrieta and reliever Pedro Strop, one of the most 



 
lopsided trades in team history, similar to the oft-referenced 1964 doozy of Lou Brock for Ernie Broglio 
— only this time the Cubs benefited. 
 
One national website reported the news five years ago this way: “The key to the deal is the 30-year-old 
Feldman …” Meanwhile, Arrieta came to the Cubs with a 7.23 ERA and a reservoir of untapped potential. 
The Cubs found a way to tap into it, Arrieta remade himself as a pitcher and the rest was history. 
 
Lester legitimized the Cubs to others by signing as a free agent after the 2014 season, shortly after 
manager Joe Maddon was hired. Rizzo solidified the Cubs in the clubhouse and lineup with his 
personality and production, the central figure every young championship core needs. Bryant supplied 
the MVP talent, transcendent skill and superstar appeal necessary for any baseball renaissance. 
 
But Arrieta made it all matter during the pivotal 2015 season, his emergence coinciding with a Cubs 
team that followed his bold lead. 
 
Arrieta’s ’15 season set a new standard for dominance for pitchers in Chicago — or anywhere. His 1.77 
ERA was the lowest by a Cubs pitcher since Grover Alexander in 1919. His 0.75 ERA after the All-Star 
break was the lowest in major-league history. His 20 straight quality starts in the regular season put him 
in the company of Bob Gibson, Greg Maddux and Dwight Gooden in terms of consistency. His 
intimidating mound presence made the Cubs a team to be feared; his overall demeanor demanded they 
be respected. 
 
Deep respect lingers for Arrieta, who deserves the slickest video tribute the Cubs can produce to show 
appreciation for his five seasons on the North Side. A standing ovation won’t suffice. Arrieta isn’t 
scheduled to pitch during the three-game series, a lucky break for the hot hosts, but recognizing a living 
Cubs legend the right way is the least the team can do. 
 
The Chicago homecoming should be happy for Arrieta despite any tinge of regret Cubs President Theo 
Epstein privately might feel seeing No. 49 in Phillies red. The way the Cubs handled free agency 
suggested Epstein chose Darvish over Arrieta, surely an oversimplification of a future Hall of Fame 
executive’s thought process. 
 
But had Epstein really wanted to negotiate a long-term deal with Arrieta, chances are he would have 
approached the offseason differently. Epstein has earned the benefit of the doubt, but even those of us 
who agreed with his choice at the time must acknowledge the possibility the Cubs picked the wrong 
right-hander. 
 
Through 11 starts, Arrieta’s numbers are as familiar as his beard. He’s 5-3 with a 2.66 ERA and 1.17 
WHIP, coming off a bad start Sunday against the Giants that included a postgame rant indirectly 
criticizing manager Gabe Kapler. 
 
“We’re the worst in the league with (defensive) shifts, so we need to change that,” a frustrated Arrieta 
said, his team having scored one run in 29 innings — a home run he hit. 
 
“We need some accountability all the way around. Everybody, top to bottom. We need to have an 
accountability check. This is a key moment in our season. We had a pretty good April, a pretty good 
May. June isn’t starting out so well.” 
 
In contrast, the June Swoon used to be a Cubs tradition, but this year a surge accompanied the month’s 
arrival, with it a reminder what a World Series contender looks like. For all the angst in April and May 
over unreliable starting pitchers and inconsistent hitters, the Cubs assuaged many concerns with their 



 
strongest week of the season on a trip through Pittsburgh and New York. Spot starter Mike Montgomery 
hit the right spots in making a strong bid to stay in the rotation, and everyone, including Jason Heyward, 
got into the act offensively. 
 
Going 6-1 against the Pirates and Mets revealed a team finding its familiar groove for the summer, 
thriving on controversy created by pitchers accused of being too soft and by slides admonished for being 
too hard. Nobody needs a replay to confirm this is what the Cubs envisioned when plotting the 2018 
season, as far back as when they decided to move on without Arrieta. 
 
Whether that was a smart move remains up for discussion. Where Arrieta fits in Cubs lore never will 
require debate. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Column: Yankees echo Joe Maddon's 'Sunday Night Baseball' schedule gripe, weigh ESPN boycott 
By Phil Rosenthal 
 
It was one thing when Cubs manager Joe Maddon complained about traveling to a day game on a 
Monday after appearing on ESPN’s “Sunday Night Baseball.” 
 
Now the Yankees are joining the chorus, adding that the world would in no way suffer if they had one 
fewer national TV appearance, a view many far from the Bronx would endorse. 
 
To pressure MLB and ESPN to pick another “Sunday Night Baseball” game besides their July 8 road game 
with the Blue Jays on the eve of an away doubleheader with the Orioles, the Yankees are weighing a 
boycott of ESPN personnel, the New York Daily News and New York Post reported. 
 
Such an action wouldn’t necessarily mean fewer Yankees games on the network — of course not — only 
that their players and staff wouldn’t cooperate with ESPN on pregame, in-game and postgame 
interviews. 
 
Yankees manager Aaron Boone, who was a “Sunday Night Baseball” analyst until this season, was 
peeved to learn MLB and his old bosses at ESPN moved an afternoon game in Toronto into prime time 
for ESPN’s weekly marquee matchup. 
 
Boone’s team and the Orioles had just agreed to make up Thursday’s rainout with a doubleheader July 9 
in Baltimore. 
 
That add-on will be the 11th game in what originally was a 10-day trip without a break heading into the 
All-Star break, and Boone can’t quite believe anyone expects his team to make it more arduous than it 
already looks to be. 
 
The start time of the Monday doubleheader in Baltimore has been moved from 4 p.m. to 5. But that has 
done little to appease the Yankees, who want Sunday’s Blue Jays game to revert to midday. 
 
The schedule moves to this point all have been within the parameters of the players’ collective 
bargaining agreement and the network’s contract, but ESPN, MLB and the MLB Players Association were 
said to be discussing the matter Monday. 
 



 
“Hopefully … there’s pressure being applied because that’s just not good for the product on the field, for 
the safety of our guys to be having to go night game, then fly into a doubleheader,” Boone told 
reporters Sunday. 
 
“That’s ridiculous, and anyone that would argue with that is not being truthful.” 
 
Maddon vented last week after a home victory over the Giants that ended a bit before 11 p.m. Sunday 
meant his Cubs arrived at their Pittsburgh hotel a couple of hours before sunrise. 
 
Maddon was upset that first pitch against the Pirates was scheduled for 12:35 p.m. Chicago time, far 
earlier than what the Yankees would face. Then again, the Cubs had to play only one game that day. 
 
“I just think if you’re playing the Sunday night game, which is fine, wonderful, there’s got to be some 
built-in concessions for Monday,” Maddon said. 
 
“There’s got to be a method, a formula written that says the team that plays Sunday night … if they play 
a Monday game, wonderful, but it just can’t start at 1 o’clock.” 
 
MLB allowed the quick turnaround for the Cubs because Chicago-to-Pittsburgh flights are supposed to 
be about 90 minutes. But the Giants game ran nearly four hours, hardly a stunner these days despite 
MLB’s purported efforts to speed up games. 
 
Maddon said the one-hour time difference between Chicago and Pittsburgh also should have been taken 
into account. 
 
After all, it’s not as though players arrive at the ballpark just before first pitch. Even a team that calls 
“the city that never sleeps” home needs to rest and recharge. 
 
“This is an integrity issue, plain and simple,” someone with the Yankees told the Daily News. 
 
Although the Blue Jays have not been on “Sunday Night Baseball” in 14 years, it’s unclear why ESPN 
would be so desperate to feature the Yankees that it couldn’t afford to be flexible. 
 
“It’s not Yankees-Red Sox,” a source told the Post. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs select Stanford’s Nico Hoerner with 24th pick in draft  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
The Cubs went back to their college-hitter comfort zone Monday, selecting Stanford shortstop Nico 
Hoerner with the 24th overall pick in the 2018 MLB Draft. 
 
The 5-11 junior, whose team was eliminated in the postseason by Cal State Fullerton over the weekend, 
is a touted contact hitter with above-average speed who fills a need in the middle infield, which has 
been gutted in the organization by trades of prospects in recent years. 
This year, he ranked 10th in the Pac-12 in hitting (.345) and second in steals (15). He also had 20 walks 
and an .887 OPS. 
 



 
“He’s a multi-tool athlete with incredible makeup,” said Jason McLeod, the Cubs’ top scouting and 
player-development executive, who also lauded Hoerner’s “elite hand-eye” skills as a hitter during a 
conference call with reporters. 
 
“He’s a leader on the field. He’s a leader in the dugout. He’s incredibly passionate and all about winning. 
He’s exactly what we’re looking to bring into the organization.” 
 
Given the Cubs’ continuing need for pitching in the organization and their focus on that in recent years, 
some were surprised by the position-player pick. The Cubs used their top picks in each of the last two 
years on pitchers after taking hitters with first-round picks in each of the first four drafts under team 
president Theo Epstein. 
 
Hoerner said “it’s pretty amazing” seeing the track record and success of such college first-round picks 
as Kris Bryant (2013), Kyle Schwarber (2014) and Ian Happ (2015). 
 
He seemed just as amazed at discovering the scope of Cubs fandom while playing in the Northwoods 
League for the Madison, Wisconsin, team. 
 
“To have a chance to be part of an organization with that kind of fan base is really special,” he said. 
 
Although some evaluators suggest Hoerner eventually could slide to second base as a pro, if he can stick 
at short, it could go a long way toward backfilling for trade losses such as highly ranked shortstops 
Gleyber Torres (to the Yankees for Aroldis Chapman in 2016) and Isaac Paredes (to the Tigers in the 
Justin Wilson-Alex Avila trade last year). 
 
McLeod said Hoerner has the kind of athletic ability that could translate to other positions, as well. 
 
“I’m going to play shortstop as long as that’s OK with them,” said Hoerner, who’s open to moving 
around. “It’s what I love to do. I think I can do that at a real high level.” 
 
Hoerner, 21, went undrafted as a high school player but raised his stock throughout college, especially 
during an All-Star season in the Cape Cod League last year, when he hit .300 with seven doubles and six 
homers. 
 
“The Cape Cod League was huge for me,” Hoerner said. 
 
In the second round, the Cubs drafted high school outfielder Brennen Davis of Arizona with the 62nd 
pick. With the 77th and 78th picks — awarded as compensation for the free-agent losses of Wade Davis 
and Jake Arrieta — the team selected high school outfielder Cole Roederer of California and college 
right-hander Paul Richan of the University of San Diego. 
 
The Cubs’ signing-bonus allotment for the draft is just over $7.5 million, with just more than $2.7 million 
allotted for the first-round pick. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Ex-Cub Jake Arrieta reflective, ‘humbled’ anticipating 1st trip back to Wrigley  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
PHILADELPHIA — It took only until the fourth inning of his third home game with the Phillies. 



 
 
Then came a walk with the bases loaded, and then came the booing. 
 
Welcome to Philadelphia, Jake Arrieta. 
 
“No one likes a bases-loaded walk,” Arrieta said. “I would have booed, too.” 
 
Arrieta didn’t give up another earned run in that game April 28 and went on to beat Zack Greinke and 
the Diamondbacks. And as he and the Phillies get to Chicago for a three-game series this week, the 
former Cubs star is one of the top starting pitchers in the National League with a 2.66 ERA and 5-3 
record. 
 
Because Arrieta pitched Sunday, he won’t start against the Cubs in the series that opens Tuesday night. 
 
“I know some guys have been giving him grief, saying he’s dodging us,” Cubs starter Jon Lester said. 
 
Arrieta would take the ball Tuesday if he could. He circled this series on the schedule almost as soon as 
he signed a three-year, $75 million deal with the Phillies in March after the industry’s long, frozen winter 
of free agency. 
 
“I can’t wait. I’m sure there’ll be excitement there,” Arrieta told the Sun-Times several weeks ago at 
Citizens Bank Park. “I don’t think I’ll get booed.” 
 
During 4½ seasons with the Cubs that included 68 victories, an All-Star appearance, a Cy Young Award, 
three lengthy postseason runs and a World Series championship, Arrieta never was booed at Wrigley 
Field. 
 
“I might have gotten booed once,” he said, “maybe.” 
 
Arrieta, who got a last-minute call from the Cubs in February just before they signed Yu Darvish to a six-
year, $126 million deal, said he doesn’t mind booing. No one gets more upset by mistakes on the mound 
than he does, he said, and he said he appreciates fans who are that plugged in. 
 
His new manager, Gabe Kapler, calls him “tough,” “accountable,” and “one of the better leaders I’ve 
ever been around.” 
 
And Arrieta’s mere presence in the building this week figures to bring another round of scrutiny to 
Darvish, the struggling pitcher who essentially replaced Arrieta — and who also won’t pitch this week 
because of a second stint on the disabled list in three weeks. Darvish, who has more DL stints than 
victories, and a 4.95 ERA, was booed off the mound the last time he pitched at Wrigley more than a 
month ago. 
 
As far as Arrieta is concerned, his return to Chicago has nothing to do with Darvish — even though he 
knows the Cubs valued Darvish’s future over his before making their offseason moves. Rather, it’s about 
the spectacular, history-making run he had with the Cubs after team president Theo Epstein traded for 
the talented but struggling young right-hander in 2013. 
 
“It’s extremely humbling to do some of the things I was able to do with that organization,” Arrieta said, 
“individually and as a team, when you look at the history that’s taken place. 
 



 
“I’ll be emotional [visiting], that’s for sure. Even before I [was traded to] the Cubs, just going to Wrigley 
Field, that place is special. It’s different. It was a pleasure to go to work there for five years — it really 
was.” 
 
The Cubs are expected to recognize Arrieta’s return Tuesday, possibly with a video-board montage. And 
former teammates say they’re looking forward to seeing their former ace. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon said that when the Cubs were in Pittsburgh last week, he caught himself 
daydreaming about Arrieta’s gem in the 2015 wild-card playoff game, which launched the Cubs as an 
October force. 
 
“I consider him a good friend,” Maddon said. “To have the privilege of managing him, it’s made me 
better.” 
 
Added Arrieta: “I still love those guys. I still love the organization. I love the city; I always will. I believe in 
that letter I wrote to the fans. That was really difficult for me to write, knowing I wasn’t going to be back 
to that city. 
 
“But it was just time to move on.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Wanting Darvish to succeed but wishing Arrieta could pitch at Wrigley this week  
By Rick Morrissey 
 
It’s a pity Jake Arrieta won’t be pitching against the Cubs during the Phillies’ three-game series at 
Wrigley Field this week. It’s one of the few things left on his Ways to Remind the Cubs They Made a 
Horrible Mistake checklist. 
 
He already said his piece about his departure from Chicago in an interview with the Sun-Times last 
month, and if there was anything left unspoken, he has filled in the blanks with a 5-3 record and a 2.66 
ERA. 
 
But even the staunchest Cubs fan and Yu Darvish supporter would have appreciated the symmetry of 
Arrieta standing on the mound again at Wrigley. Surely the former college sportswriter inside team 
president Theo Epstein would have, too. 
 
Alas, it won’t happen. Arrieta pitched Sunday, howled at the sky about bad defensive shifts and 
reminded everyone about his competitive fire. The unfortunate timing of his most recent start means he 
won’t be available for the series, which starts Tuesday. I’m guessing he could pitch all three games on 
adrenaline alone. 
Cubs fans will be deprived of the opportunity to cheer Arrieta again for all that he did for the franchise 
during his 4 1/2 seasons here. Would it be piling on Darvish and Epstein? Of course it would be, but no 
more so than the abuse the two have taken already for their baseball marriage. 
 
It’s futile to tell people that it’s too early to judge the Jake-Yu tradeoff. I’ve tried and have been shouted 
down. The comparison is too obvious, too flesh-and-blood, too immediate. Two pitchers stand before 
us. One is having a fine year. The other has had everything go wrong, short of his arm detaching from his 
body, and don’t rule out that possibility just yet. 
 



 
But if this situation were a grade, it would be an incomplete. Many people have declared the Cubs’ 
decision to make a “lowball” offer to Arrieta and sign Darvish a catastrophe. I called it a disaster in 
progress the other day. Two months into the season, it certainly is. But the contracts the two men 
signed aren’t two-month contracts. 
 
Here’s the crux of the Darvish issue: Is there something in his first two months with the Cubs that points 
to long-term failure? No, there isn’t. He’s on the disabled list right now with tendinitis in his right triceps, 
and he had another stay on the DL because of the flu. When he has actually pitched, he has struggled, 
done in by a bad inning in too many games. He’s 1-3 with a 4.95 ERA, and if you’re into comparison 
shopping, well, stop. Arrieta is killing him in a side-by-side taste test. 
 
But let’s try to remember what the issues were with Jake when he left, beyond the fact that he wanted 
much more money than the Cubs were offering. Fans still loved him and were forever appreciative of his 
2015 Cy Young and his two victories in the 2016 World Series. But he had slipped after the Cy Young 
season. His fastball had lost some urgency, and his control too often acted contrary. He was still good, 
just not as good. 
 
Which is the real Arrieta – the one who had tailed off the previous two seasons or the one who has 
shined in the first two months of this season? The former, I believe. 
 
The problem, of course, is that the Arrieta decision wasn’t made in isolation. It was made in tandem 
with the decision that Darvish was the better pitcher long-term. 
 
Long term, Darvish will be the better pitcher. But it’s almost impossible to see that through the darkness 
and misery of his short time here. There has been so much attention and so much discussion of his woes 
that visibility is down to about two feet. 
 
There’s a perception out there that Arrieta is strong mentally and Darvish isn’t. It’s interesting that in a 
game dominated by analytics that something as unmeasurable as mental toughness is such a huge topic 
of conversation. But the truth is that nobody knows what goes on in Darvish’s head, just as we don’t 
know for sure what’s going on in the heads of our closest friends. 
 
Better to drop the amateur psychology. If not — if Darvish does bounce back to his normal excellent self 
on the mound — then we should expect all the people who have diagnosed him as soft to admit they 
were wrong. Somehow, I don’t think we’re going to get an apology. 
 
Darvish isn’t going to end up a disaster in Chicago. A disappointment, possibly. But it’s more likely that 
he’ll bounce back, simply because there’s too much talent and too much of a track record of success. 
 
The nice guy inside me (really!) wants to see Darvish succeed. The columnist in me wanted to watch the 
spectacle of Arrieta shutting down the Cubs at Wrigley this week. The two teams meet again in late 
August/early September in Philadelphia. How about a Yu-Jake showdown with both at the top of their 
games? Maybe you can have it all. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Bruce Rauner has attached himself to the Cubs — does he know the issues? 
By Rick Morrissey 
 



 
Gov. Bruce Rauner is trying to hitch his reelection wagon to the Cubs, which shouldn’t come as a 
surprise to anyone. It’s the same impulse that sends officeholders scurrying daily to the nearest feel-
good photo op. Success by association is one of the oldest tricks in the political handbook. 
 
Rauner has produced a digital ad comparing his struggles as Illinois’ leader to that of the Cubs before 
they turned everything around and finally won a World Series. Stick with me, the governor says, and 
we’ll eventually skin that squirrel, or something similarly folksy. 
 
“There’s a lot of similarities to what the Cubs have done in recent years and what we need to do in 
Illinois,’’ Rauner says in the ad, which was filmed outside Wrigley Field. “You know the Rickettses took 
over the Cubs in 2009. And it took ’em seven years to build a world champion. 
 
“Well, we’ve been turnin’ Illinois around for three years. We need four more years, seven years total, 
and we’ll turn around Illinois the same way. More jobs, lower taxes, excellent education and endin’ the 
corruption with term limits. We’re gonna do this together.’’ 
 
I don’t want to get into a Rauner-vs.-J.B. Pritzker scouting report because I’d prefer not to spend the 
next 24 hours getting flogged on social media. But how much thought has the Republican governor 
given to the Cubs’ current issues? Does he see that those issues might not lend themselves to a 
campaign rallying cry? 
 
Let’s look at the “hot-button’’ campaign topics: 
 
Spending: The Cubs signed Yu Darvish to a six-year, $126 million contract in the offseason, and in return 
they’ve received a 1-3 record, a 4.95 ERA, two trips to the disabled list and the revelation from friend 
and teammate Chris Gimenez that Darvish thinks Cubs fans hate him. Not good. 
 
But it’s not just Darvish’s contract that’s threatening the team’s ability to pay some of their young stars 
later. The Cubs continue to feel the effects of the eight-year, $184 million contract they gave outfielder 
Jason Heyward three years ago. 
 
It’s sort of hard to tighten the fiscal belt when there’s a massive belly hanging over it. A seasoned 
politician will laud Heyward’s recent success at the plate while transferring him and his measly .247 
career average with the Cubs to the Illinois Department of Oceanic Research. 
 
Crime: The Cubs chose Darvish over Jake Arrieta. This could involve federal prison time. 
 
Radicalism: A true conservative wants to root out subversives, which is why Rauner should be raising an 
eyebrow at Joe Maddon. The Cubs manager loves change, sometimes for change’s sake, the proof being 
in his Tilt-A-Whirl lineups. He spins out a different batting order every day, introducing anarchy and 
extremism to an otherwise wholesome American experience. You’ll also recall Maddon’s tie-dyed hippie 
shirt a few years back. Something tells me “groovy’’ isn’t in Rauner’s vocabulary. 
 
Health care: What’s up with Darvish’s physical state, and how much are Cubs players’ insurance 
premiums going up because of his trips to the DL? He has been hit with the flu, and now he’s battling 
triceps tendinitis in his throwing arm. Also not good. 
 
Welfare: What is it that conservatives say? Ah, here it is: No more handouts! No more free rides! No 
more people on the dole! I give you Cubs pitcher Tyler Chatwood, who leads the majors in free passes. 
He has walked 49 batters in 53.2 innings. Governor, do you really want to be associated with this? 
 



 
Trade policy: Team president Theo Epstein sounds like a man who is content with the players he has on 
his roster, despite the Cubs’ still trailing the first-place Brewers in the National League Central. He also 
sounds like a man who is reluctant to trade some of the talent that helped the team win the 2016 World 
Series. You never want to fall deeply in love with your own players, but the Cubs’ brass sure seems 
smitten with Addison Russell and Kyle Schwarber, even with Baltimore superstar Manny Machado likely 
on the trading block. 
 
Environment: Rauner will love the monument to capitalism that Wrigley and the surrounding area have 
become. A Ricketts family-owned hotel has sprung up outside the park, a new club for big spenders is 
open inside the stadium and an outdoor plaza has been renamed after an insurance brokerage and risk 
management firm. 
 
Is there an aesthetic disaster looming in Wrigleyville, one brought on by an oil spill of corporate cash? 
Who cares! 
 
Unemployment: John Lackey is still out of a job. Not that there’s anything wrong with that. 
 
You can see that Rauner has a lot on his plate as it concerns his new best friends. He has some hard 
thinking to do about his association with the team. Unfortunately, it might be too late. What will 
downstate voters who see Illinois as a red (Cardinals) state think about Rauner pandering to the Cubs’ 
blue bloc? 
 
Looks like he has some explainin’ to do. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Chicago Cubs go with shortstop in first round 
By Bruce Miles 
 
The Chicago Cubs have gone back to the position-player route in the first round of baseball's amateur 
draft. 
 
After breaking form last year and taking pitchers with their first five picks, the Cubs went Monday night 
with shortstop Nico Hoerner, a junior out of Stanford, with the 24th overall pick in the first round. 
 
"First and foremost, it's just his ability on the baseball field," said Jason McLeod, the Cubs' senior vice 
president for scouting and player development. "A talented player who can really swing the bat … high 
contact. We think there's actually more power in there in terms of extra-base hits, in terms of lifting the 
ball. 
 
"But we really love what he can do at the plate. He's a multi-tool athlete with incredible makeup. He's a 
leader on the field. He's a leader in the dugout. He's incredibly passionate. He's all about winning. He's 
exactly what we're looking to bring into the organization." 
 
The 21-year-old Hoerner was the 52nd-rated prospect, according to mlb.com. He batted .345 (80-for-
232) with 17 doubles, 6 triples, 2 home runs and 40 RBI in 57 games with Stanford this season, leading 
the school to its first Pac-12 Conference championship since 2004. He drew 20 walks, contributing to a 
.391 on-base percentage. He also stole 15 bases. 
 



 
A three-year starter with the Cardinal, the right-handed hitter batted a combined .303 (210-for-692) 
with 43 doubles, 10 triples and 3 homers in 168 games. He was named to the All-Pac-12 Defensive team 
in 2017. 
 
McLeod said the plan is to keep Hoerner at shortstop even though he is versatile. 
 
"He's such a good baseball player that down the road, if we ever asked him to move somewhere else, I 
think he'd probably do it flawlessly because that's just who he is," McLeod said. 
 
Hoerner said he likes playing short. 
 
"It's what I love to do," he said. "I think I can do it at a really high level. At the same time I think I can 
play every position on the field. I just want to win ballgames." 
 
The former Cubs management team took infielder Javier Baez in the first round of the 2011 draft. After 
that, the current regime went with position players Albert Almora Jr., Kris Bryant, Kyle Schwarber and 
Ian Happ as their first-rounders. 
 
Hoerner said he is familiar with Cubs fans from his days in the Northwoods League at Madison, 
Wisconsin, after his freshman year. 
 
"They love the Cubs, they're knowledgeable about the game," he said. "To have a chance to be part of 
an organization with that kind of fan base is really special." 
 
Bonus "slot" money for the 24th overall pick is $2,724,000. 
 
With the 62nd overall pick, the Cubs went with outfielder Brennen Davis out of Basha High School in 
Arizona. 
 
The Cubs had compensatory picks at Nos. 77 and 78 for losing free agents Wade Davis and Jake Arrieta. 
At No. 77, they took California high school outfielder Cole Roederer. With the next pick, they went with 
right-handed pitcher Paul Richan out of the University of San Diego. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Rewinding the Arrieta/Darvish negotiations and how Jake first ‘landed on the moon’ with Cubs  
By Patrick Mooney 
 
At this point, saying the Cubs made a huge mistake by signing Yu Darvish would be like declaring a Super 
Bowl winner after one three-and-out series. 
 
In the same way, popping Champagne bottles for Jake Arrieta and the Philadelphia Phillies now would 
be like crowning a champion before Game 1 ended in the NBA Finals. 
 
Darvish vs. Arrieta will still be the unstoppable storyline this week, even without either one throwing a 
single pitch during the three-game series that begins Tuesday night at Wrigley Field. The Arrieta 
highlight reel on the video board will be a reminder of one of the greatest trades in franchise history, a 
truly unique character and a leader for a once-in-a-lifetime team. 
 



 
Theo Epstein’s full-scale rebuild gave Arrieta the chance to finally blossom after years of bouncing 
between the Baltimore Orioles and their Triple-A affiliate. Former pitching coach Chris Bosio allowed 
Arrieta to be himself on the mound and in his day-to-day routine, encouraging the natural crossfire 
motion that turned him into the hottest pitcher on the planet in 2015. Manager Joe Maddon saw the 
Pilates machine and called Arrieta a male Jane Fonda, pumping so much confidence into the young 
players who wore onesies for the flight home after that no-hitter on national TV at Dodger Stadium. 
 
“Every player hopes he lands on the moon – and that’s to win a world championship,” Arrieta’s agent 
Scott Boras said. “In Chicago, that’s where the rocket ship took off. To me, it’s very positive, and I think 
Jake views it in a very positive way where he landed on the moon. 
 
“He won a Cy Young doing it and was one of the top pitchers in the league for the four years he was 
there. It couldn’t have gone greater. It just really couldn’t have gone any better for everybody involved.” 
 
So why did it have to end? That’s a loaded question years in the making, shaped by the big personalities 
involved, changes to the collective bargaining agreement, analytical breakdowns of 30-something 
pitchers and the tantalizing possibility of Darvish, a four-time All-Star. 
 
Darvish’s six-year, $126 million contract is basically six percent complete. It’s a bad first impression – 
one win in eight starts, two trips to the disabled list and a 4.95 ERA – but any early-season success would 
have been met with a wait-and-see attitude after last year’s World Series. 
 
Yeah, but it’s not the playoffs. 
 
While Darvish deals with right triceps tendonitis and the welcome-to-Chicago adjustment period, the 
Cubs are still on pace for 95 wins. 
 
Arrieta’s three-year, $75 million guarantee with Philadelphia could balloon to $135 million over five 
seasons, depending on how all the options are handled on both sides. After averaging 93 losses across 
the last five seasons, the Phillies are a surprising wild card contender coming off what Arrieta called a 
“horseshit” weekend at AT&T Park. The San Francisco Giants just swept a three-game series in which the 
Phillies scored one run – Arrieta’s solo homer Sunday. 
 
The Phillies are still 31-26 with: an offense that ranks 11th out of the National League’s 15 teams in runs 
scored and OPS (.699); a bullpen that is 14-for-20 in save chances; and a defense that ranks near the 
bottom of the majors in fielding percentage (which might have contributed to Arrieta ripping the team’s 
shifts). 
 
Boras, an expert in metaphors, has compared a No. 1 starter to an umbrella that can provide shade for 
developing young pitchers. Aaron Nola (7-2, 2.18 ERA), Vince Velasquez (4-6, 3.82 ERA) and Nick Pivetta 
(4-4, 3.48 ERA) are all 25 years old and taking steps forward while Arrieta (5-3, 2.66 ERA) is clearly 
motivated after the industry’s slowdown that left him unemployed until the middle of March. 
 
“As Jake enters Chicago, the one thing Jake keeps proving is, ‘I’m a winner. I am unbelievably durable. 
And whoever I’m around gets better,’” Boras said. “He just keeps proving that. Forget all the money. 
Forget everything else. ‘I’m a winner. I’m unbelievably durable. And whoever I’m around on my pitching 
staff, they all get better.’ That’s what Jake Arrieta stands for.” 
 
The Cubs prepared for Arrieta’s departure essentially from the moment they finalized the Scott Feldman 
deal with the Orioles, sending him to Triple-A Iowa in the middle of a 96-loss campaign in 2013, giving 
him an opportunity to reset his game while also delaying his free-agency clock for another season. 



 
 
But no one predicted everything that happened next: Arrieta going 68-31 with a 2.73 ERA in a Cubs 
uniform. Arrieta having the Cy Young Award season that helped subsidize a spending spree on free 
agents that approached $290 million, completing a 97-win team. Arrieta beating Cleveland twice on the 
road during the 2016 World Series. 
 
Arrieta’s 3.08 ERA in nine career playoff starts inspired this Boras one-liner he used during the NLCS and 
at the GM meetings last November in Orlando: “He’s a big squirrel with a lot of nuts in his trees.” 
 
But that big-game experience doesn’t matter as much when so many teams hoard draft picks, treat the 
luxury-tax threshold like a salary cap and write off big-league seasons. 
 
Sources said there was too much history between the sides to ever think the Cubs could realistically put 
together a contract with Philadelphia’s structure. There was a precedent set with Jon Lester’s six-year, 
$155 million megadeal plus the reference points from the long-term discussions during Arrieta’s 
arbitration years. 
 
The Cubs generally like to target a select group of free agents and recruit with a personal touch, meeting 
Darvish and his representatives (no interpreter) last December in Texas. With Arrieta, it ultimately came 
down to a phone call between Epstein and Boras as the Cubs were finalizing the Darvish deal right 
before pitchers and catchers reported to spring training. 
 
If that sounds cold, Boras can be a kind of firewall for his clients during negotiations. Another agent — 
who does not represent Arrieta or Darvish — also said it’s not necessarily unusual for a team to reach 
out and float a discount idea: We’re down the road with Player X for Y-amount, but would your guy be 
interested in something like this? 
 
Given the scope of the concept Epstein floated to Boras – six years and $120 million – maybe it was 
wrong to label it as simply a courtesy call. But this wasn’t exactly a full-court press, either. The Cubs 
made Darvish their clear priority, projecting his upside and how their pitching infrastructure might 
unlock his full potential. The contract’s average annual value also fit nicely into the team’s luxury-tax 
calculations. 
 
There wasn’t a lot of hand-wringing or Twitter backlash when the Darvish news broke in the middle of 
February. It’s easy to forget now, but the end of Arrieta’s time as a Cub turned into a start-by-start ticker 
— is the free agent stock up or down now? — with so much focus on the impossible standards set in 
2015 and any dips in velocity and command. 
 
In the end, this was a spectacular business arrangement. What Epstein said then during Darvish’s first 
press conference in a Cubs jersey remains just as true now. 
 
“None of us have rings without Jake Arrieta,” Epstein said that day in Arizona. “He was as instrumental 
as anybody in the turnaround to this franchise. He helped lift the culture with the way he approached 
things and won a ton of big games for us. We’re all huge fans of his. We wish him well.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Cubs betting Stanford’s Nico Hoerner will be their next first-round college hitter to make it big  
By Patrick Mooney 
 



 
The Cubs deserve the benefit of the doubt when it comes to college hitters drafted in the first round. 
Kris Bryant checked these boxes before his 26th birthday: Rookie of the Year, MVP, World Series 
champion. Kyle Schwarber became a Chicago legend before his first full season in the majors. Ian Happ’s 
first 164 games in the big leagues look like this: 32 homers, 87 RBIs and an .841 OPS. 
 
The Cubs returned to that investment strategy Monday night, selecting Stanford shortstop Nico Hoerner 
with the No. 24 overall pick, hoping to restock a farm system thinned out by trade-deadline deals and 
someday augment a Wrigley Field lineup getting exponentially more expensive through the arbitration 
system. 
 
While not a top-10 talent like Bryant, Schwarber or Happ, the Cubs see a right-handed hitter with strong 
hands, elite hand-eye coordination and a compact swing. Hoerner is a plus runner who can play in the 
middle of the diamond and an American studies major from one of the country’s powerhouse 
athletic/academic programs. 
 
Hoerner — who purposely limited the information flow during a standout junior season — didn’t 
necessarily see this coming but noticed it while watching the draft show on MLB Network. 
 
“It was pretty amazing seeing one of the graphics [with] the previous position players they had drafted,” 
Hoerner said. “Seeing those names — obviously guys who you know really well — is really special for 
me.” 
 
The draft is a complete guessing game and the coverage surrounding it is totally subjective. But it is 
interesting to note that MLB.com ranked Hoerner No. 52 on its board, Jim Bowden didn’t include him on 
The Athletic’s “15 position players you need to know” cheat sheet and Baseball America put him at No. 
70 on a preseason watch list. 
 
Cubs senior vice president Jason McLeod put it this way: “We just love the player. Period.” 
 
But in theory, that could set up the kind of play the Cubs executed in 2014, doing a below-slot deal with 
Schwarber at No. 4 that allowed them to buy out a sixth-round pick committed to Vanderbilt and 
planning a recovery from Tommy John surgery. Dylan Cease signed for $1.5 million and became an 
essential piece to last summer’s Eloy Jiménez-José Quintana trade with the White Sox. 
 
The Cubs have five picks within the top 100 and a bonus pool worth slightly more than $7.5 million, 
giving them built-in flexibility and potential access to different types of players. 
 
The Cubs selected Brennen Davis — a high school outfielder committed to the University of Miami — in 
the second round. By working the free-agent system and not bringing back Wade Davis and Jake Arrieta, 
the Cubs were in position to take prep outfielder/UCLA recruit Cole Roederer at No. 77 and University of 
San Diego right-hander Paul Richan at No. 78. 
 
The No. 24 spot is valued at approximately $2.7 million and Hoerner is the kind of bet the Cubs like to 
make at the top of the draft. 
 
“He has exceptional makeup,” said McLeod, who oversees scouting and player development. “If you 
talked to people in the program, people he’s played with on other teams outside the program — 
teammates, coaches, counselors — I think everyone would come back with the same thing. And when 
you watch him play on the field, you see it. He fits exactly what we’re looking to do.” 
 



 
Hoerner hit .345 with 17 doubles, six triples, two homers and 40 RBIs in 57 games this season, leading 
Stanford to its first Pac-12 championship since 2004. He showed patience and instincts by drawing 20 
walks, putting up a .391 on-base percentage and stealing 15 bases. 
 
Hoerner also performed last summer in the Cape Cod League, batting .300 with six homers and making 
the Cubs think there’s untapped power in his swing. 
 
Before we all start debating where Joe Maddon should play Hoerner defensively, McLeod pointed out a 
video clip posted to the Stanford baseball program’s Twitter account that showed the natural 
athleticism. There’s Hoerner jumping to field a chopper behind second base and making a mid-air throw 
to first base. 
 
“Our plan obviously is to leave him at shortstop,” McLeod said. “We think he can play shortstop. But 
he’s such a good baseball player that if down the road we ever asked him to move somewhere else, I 
think he’d probably do it flawlessly, because that’s just who he is.” 
 
If Bryant didn’t fully know what he was getting into until he made his Wrigley Field debut, then Hoerner 
will definitely have an adjustment period. But Hoerner got a taste of it while playing summer ball in 
Wisconsin. 
 
“The main experience I’ve had with Cubs fans is I played in the Northwoods League after my freshman 
year of college,” Hoerner said. “There’s Cubs fans everywhere, man. They love the Cubs and they’re 
knowledgeable about the game, so to have a chance to be a part of an organization with that kind of 
fanbase is really special.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
‘I’d never even heard of him, but just the pure stuff was there.’ On Jake Arrieta, the accidental ace who 
came to define the Cubs’ remarkable rise  
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
Today’s Jake Arrieta is an established winner and leader. The current version has enough clout to 
suggest his new team, the Philadelphia Phillies, just wrapped up a “horseshit series” and he won’t lose 
the clubhouse. In fact, he’ll have teammates agreeing with him. 
 
Most everyone knows Arrieta as the dominant force who wowed the baseball world in the second half 
of 2015. It was one of the most dominant runs baseball has ever seen and earned him the Cy Young 
Award. 
 
But Arrieta, now a 32-year-old veteran, wasn’t always that alpha male on the mound. There was a time 
when he was nothing but another failed prospect. A time when no one really believed he’d ever 
establish himself as even a quality major-leaguer, let alone a force of nature. 
 
When the Cubs acquired Arrieta from the Baltimore Orioles along with reliever Pedro Strop for starting 
pitcher Scott Feldman and catcher Steve Clevenger back in the summer of 2013, they believed they had 
a potentially nice player, but not even they saw him becoming what he would. 
 
“Did I think he could be a Cy Young guy and have a year off the charts?” said Cubs pro scout Jake 
Ciarrachi, who had Baltimore as one of his teams in 2013. “No, I’m not gonna lie about that. He was so 
good [in 2015] it was scary. Every time he threw, you’d wonder if he was going to throw a no-hitter.” 



 
 
Despite seeing clear flaws from Arrieta the Oriole, Ciarrachi was impressed by what he saw. 
 
“I actually saw him the home opener in Baltimore against Minnesota,” he said. “The first few innings he 
was lights out. But then all of a sudden it was nibble, nibble, nibble, then get knocked around. It was my 
first time seeing him. His stuff was really good, but it was almost as if he didn’t fully trust it. He was a 
mid-90s guy then. When I saw him, the first two, three innings he was like that and then all of sudden he 
was 91-92. And I was like, ‘What’s this guy doing?’ He was messing around, instead of going after guys 
like he did the first three innings.” 
 
Arrieta still had the same arsenal that he had at his peak, the cutter-slider hybrid, the curveball, a 
changeup and, of course, the two-seam fastball that sat in the mid-90s. Ciarrachi pointed out Arrieta 
wasn’t using his crossfire delivery at the time, but he could see Arrieta’s arm worked. The stuff just 
wasn’t leading to results. 
 
“I went back and looked at his numbers and was like, ‘This doesn’t add up,’” Ciarrachi told me. “His stuff 
was too good to have a six ERA. Guys like that that have that kind of stuff, that show it, they don’t leave 
your mind. It’s always there. I had some friends in Baltimore and I started asking questions. The makeup 
on him was off the charts. He’s a guy who loves the game, was intense, got after it. You just start 
thinking this is a buy-low kind of guy at that time.” 
 
Ciarrachi filed his report. By July, the Cubs, who were on their way to a 66-96 season, were deep in 
discussions with the Orioles on a deal. It was clear from the report that Ciarrachi was a fan and others 
within the organization agreed with his assessment. Cubs president Theo Epstein gave the go-ahead and 
the deal got done. It didn’t feel like a blockbuster at the time. Arrieta was in Triple-A Norfolk, so when 
the Cubs acquired him, he headed to Iowa to continue to try and find a rhythm on the mound. 
 
“I actually was with him in Triple-A,” Cubs starter Kyle Hendricks said. “So I saw him make maybe two or 
three starts there. My first impression was just the stuff. He struggled a little bit to be honest, he walked 
a few guys. But you could tell — I’d never seen him throw before, I’d never even heard of him, but just 
the pure stuff was there.” 
 
Eventually the Cubs called up Arrieta and tried to figure out what they had in him. He made one start on 
July 30, giving up one run in six innings in a loss to the Brewers, and then was recalled for good before 
his Aug. 16 start against the Cardinals. He wound up with a 3.66 ERA in nine starts for the Cubs. 
 
“He showed up and he’s throwing sides and the stuff was electrifying right from the start,” Cubs 
catching coach Mike Borzello said. “The sinker is ridiculous, obviously the cutter and the curveball. But 
when he initially got to us, the command of all of it was what was the issue. We knew that coming in 
from the numbers. It was more about if you could get this guy to throw the ball over the plate, the stuff 
is going to play and getting him, honestly, to believe that. That was first and foremost.” 
 
Arrieta had a 10.1 percent walk rate in parts of four seasons with Baltimore. In 2012, he had a 12.7 
percent walk rate and he started out 2013 with a 15.3 percent mark. Those numbers led to a 6.20 ERA in 
2012 and through five big-league starts with Baltimore in 2013, a dismal 7.23 ERA. 
 
“We look at him as confident now, but I don’t think his level of confidence was anywhere close to what 
it is currently,” Borzello said. “That’s not really where he was when he arrived here. And he shouldn’t 
have been. The numbers that he was throwing up were not numbers you would be too confident with 
going into your next start.” 
 



 
Despite the ugly numbers, Hendricks said he did see inklings of the confidence that Arrieta would 
eventually become known for. 
 
“I had heard criticism over what he’d been doing, but that confidence level — he never changed,” 
Hendricks said. “He knew what he had and he had confidence in his process and he knew he’d figure it 
out. You always had that sense. Even when things would go bad, there was never a sense of panic. He 
never let any outside factors bother him. He was just so motivated and committed to what he was 
doing. He truly believed in what he did. That’s one of the things I really tried to learn from him and take 
for myself.” 
 
In those nine starts with the Cubs in 2013, Arrieta struggled to miss bats (his strikeout rate was just 17.4 
percent), his walk rate dipped slightly to a better, but still poor 11.3 percent and he was averaging a tick 
above five-and-a-half innings per start. There were signs of general improvement and he was getting 
results, but many of the same issues he battled in Baltimore were still present. His pitch count would 
rise quickly as he struggled to find the zone. The command came and went. 
 
But while many Cubs fans had tuned out the team by August, Arrieta was a revelation if you paid 
attention. 
 
“Guys like that sometimes need a change of scenery,” Ciarrachi said. “Maybe hear a new voice and 
things will happen differently. He’s always had the stuff. Always. And when I saw him that day, it blew 
my socks off. When you see what he had, you think, ‘If this guy figures it out, he could be an impact guy 
for us.’ That’s all credit to him, Boz [pitching coach Chris Bosio] and our coaching staff to get him to do 
it” 
 
By 2014, the transformation began. Arrieta missed the first month of the season with a shoulder issue, 
but he arrived in May and wound up making 25 impressive starts. He delivered a 2.53 ERA in 156 2/3 
innings, struck out 27.2 percent of the batters he faced and walked just 6.7 percent. The latter statistic 
was the key to believing he’d turned a corner. 
 
“It was more about just making him realize that the stuff plays in the zone,” Borzello said. “He’s not a 
guy that has to really focus on command, like say a Kyle Hendricks. It was more about attacking hitters, 
trusting your defense and really getting him to believe that first and foremost.” 
 
Arrieta would still have little bouts with his command that season, but they were becoming much more 
infrequent. There were still times he battled the walks and also struggled to hold runners, which 
prompted Borzello to say a walk essentially turned into a double. In 2014, he allowed 24 stolen bases 
while on the mound, fifth-highest in the game, behind four starters who all tossed 180 innings or more. 
However, he was allowing opponents to hit a mere .200 against him, behind only Johnny Cueto, Clayton 
Kershaw and Felix Hernandez. 
 
“He never really got hit around,” Borzello said. “And you started to notice that he didn’t get hit, he 
rarely gave up long balls, so we just thought about how we could cut back the walks and realized he 
could be as good as anyone in baseball. In ’14, there were games where all of a sudden the walks would 
come down and he’s making the other team earn the 90 feet. The stuff always played. That’s when it 
started to really stand out.” 
 
Arrieta had an unorthodox delivery when he was drafted by the Orioles out of TCU in 2007. He was told 
to be more straight toward the plate once he got into professional baseball, but that was bad advice. 
 



 
“It’s a delivery that I’m sure every pitching coach he had tried to change it, I’m guessing,” Borzello said. 
“Boz wasn’t one of those guys. When Boz was here, it was more about maximizing that delivery and 
repeating it. Jake wasn’t into discussing mechanics too much, which I liked. But you could give him flash 
points here and there, like, ‘Hey, you’re closed off just a little bit more than you were the last three 
games when you were successful.’ And he could process that and move on. You had to keep it short and 
he could eliminate the issue pretty quickly. But I think the focus was on getting him to repeat these 
unorthodox mechanics as much as he could and that’s what he became really good at.” 
 
Arrieta became known for his intense workouts and pristine diet. To stick with his crossfire delivery and 
still have any semblance of command, he needed to have elite core strength. Arrieta did Pilates and 
focused on his balance and strength, leading him to repeat his delivery deeper into games and much 
more often than one would believe possible when watching him throw. He also had coaches in Chicago, 
as Borzello said, who knew how to help him quickly correct any bad habits that popped up. 
 
“He’s an intelligent guy, cerebral,” Borzello said. “But he doesn’t want to be over-inundated with too 
much static. If your points were valid and short and sweet, that resonated with him. If you got long-
winded and too analytical or you started talking about two different things in his delivery, it got too 
messy for him. He knew his mechanics. All you had to do was point out what he was doing now and how 
it was different from before and he was fine with that. But he didn’t talk about mechanics. He wanted to 
focus on his pitches, the action of them and how he was going to use them.” 
 
The nasty action on Arrieta’s pitches led to under-the-radar 2014 success. He leaned on his slider that 
season for the first time in the big leagues and it keyed his success both that season and in his dominant 
2015. On June 30, 2014, Arrieta took a no-hitter two outs into the eighth inning before giving up a 
single. Shortly after that, he walked off the mound at Fenway Park to a standing ovation as a road crowd 
showed its appreciation for his work. Later that season, in his second-to-last start of the year, he 
delivered his first complete game of his career, striking out 13 Cincinnati Reds and walking just one in a 
one-hit shutout. Arrieta had arrived. But it wouldn’t be until the next season that he would be 
recognized nationally. 
 
In 2015, Arrieta reached a level few pitchers have ever experienced. He logged 229 innings and 
delivered a 1.77 ERA while keeping his strikeout rate at 27.1 percent and dropping his walk rate to 5.5 
percent. In his final 20 starts, he posted an insane 0.86 ERA. During that stretch, he struck out 12 Los 
Angeles Dodgers and walked just one as he delivered a no-hitter on ESPN’s Sunday Night Baseball. It was 
his Cy Young moment. 
 
“There was a stretch there where when he stepped out there, the game was over before it started,” 
Borzello said. “You don’t ever have that feeling. You can feel pretty good about it, but for an entire 
second half, it didn’t matter who was pitching on the other side. All we had to do was find a way to 
score one. It was as locked in as I’ve ever seen a pitcher and I’ve been around Clayton Kershaw, Roger 
Clemens, Mike Mussina … I’ve seen some really good ones. But that second half was in another 
stratosphere.” 
 
If you spent time around Arrieta in 2014, you saw signs of him becoming this pitcher. If you took the 
time to speak with him, you’d have understood this was a man who had found his place in baseball. Not 
only physically, but mentally as well. The Cubs allowed Arrieta to be himself on the field and off as he 
carried himself with a clear confidence seen only among the most talented athletes in the world. 
 
“The level of teammate and just the guy he is, you can’t say any bad things about him,” Hendricks said. 
“He’s one of the best. He helped me so much from the moment I came to Chicago. He was there in the 
dugout sitting next to me. We were talking about hitters, talking about the game at the big-league level, 



 
how to attack hitters, you name it. Even lifestyle things, anything. He was just a huge mentor for me. A 
lot of guys that were here when he was here would say the same thing. He was one of my favorites.” 
 
Hendricks isn’t the type to stalk the mound like Arrieta and intimidate the opponent with an icy glare. 
I’m not sure he can grow a beard. The two couldn’t seem more different, from their build to their stuff. 
Hendricks may not have the same obvious swagger as his friend, but there’s a clear quiet confidence 
there. Something he picked up over years of success and observing those around him. 
 
“It was a lot to do with him,” Hendricks said. “I’m definitely different in what I do. And in a way, Jake 
was the other extreme with the stuff. To see him be out of the ordinary and to be so confident, it 
definitely added to me. There were a lot of other people along the way that helped me with that. But to 
just see a prime example of that in front of your face and see him take the mound every five days and 
see his work ethic, you see what really matters. It’s not all the noise and outside stuff, it’s what you’re in 
control of, it’s what you can do, it’s your routine, work ethic and what you got on the mound. That’s all 
he really cared about.” 
 
Arrieta has clearly left his mark on this organization. Epstein has said numerous times that the Cubs 
don’t have a World Series without Arrieta, whom he opted not to make a serious offer to in free agency. 
While Arrieta won’t take the mound at Wrigley Field this series, his importance to a once-moribund 
organization can’t be forgotten. Arrieta’s meteoric rise coincided with the franchise going from 
punchline to World Series champion. The Cubs and their fans will get the opportunity this week to show 
their appreciation for what he brought to the city. His old teammates will be happy to see him and 
grateful they don’t have to face him. 
 
-- 
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