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Solid pitching from Santiago, 'pen not enough 
White Sox offense unable to get clutch hits in one-run loss 
By Bob Cohn / MLB.com / May 16, 2018 
 
PITTSBURGH -- The White Sox have little margin for error. A strong outing from starter Hector Santiago, 
solid work from the bullpen and a pair of home runs were not enough as the White Sox fell to the Pirates, 
3-2, on Wednesday afternoon at PNC Park to drop a two-game series. 
 
The loss was Chicago's eighth in nine games and brought its record to 10-29. 
 
Santiago pitched five innings, giving up two runs on two hits and three walks. Not bad, considering the 
5.60 ERA he took into the game. Veteran reliever Joakim Soria was saddled with the loss, yielding a tie-
breaking run in the seventh before escaping a bases-loaded jam that could have made things worse. 
Leury Garcia and Yolmer Sanchez each hit a solo home run, but they were the only source of offense for 
the White Sox. 
 



White Sox manager Rick Renteria liked what he saw from Santiago, a 30-year-old left-hander who was 
an All-Star with the Angels in 2015. 
 
"I thought he was just throwing a lot of strikes," Renteria said. "He commanded the zone, he kept them 
off-balance. He pitched [inside] well. He got them off his fastball by using his offspeed pitches. He pitched 
with a lot of conviction today." 
 
After Garcia led off the second inning with his second homer of the season, the Pirates quickly gained the 
lead in the bottom of the frame after Corey Dickerson singled with one out and Elias Diaz walked in front 
of Sean Rodriguez's double to left field. Nicky Delmonico made a diving attempt, but the ball skipped past 
him and both runners scored. Rodriguez, streaking for a triple, was called safe at third base, but he was 
then ruled out after video review. 
 
"One mistake that got hit," Santiago said. "The only one that was hit, but it cost me two runs. Besides 
that, I think I threw pretty well." 
 
Chicago tied the game at 2 with two out in the fourth, when Sanchez -- playing shortstop for the first time 
in this season -- hit his second homer of the season. 
 
With two out in the sixth, Garcia doubled and Omar Narvaez walked. Adam Engel hit an infield single, 
setting the stage for Daniel Palka, batting for Santiago with the bases loaded. Right-hander Edgar 
Santana came in to face the lefty-swinging Palka, and he got him to ground sharply to second on a 3-1 
pitch to end the inning. 
 
"I think he got on top [of the ball], rolled over a little bit," Renteria said. "Tried to take advantage of that 
particular moment. [It] didn't work out. I think he went in there with a good idea of what he wanted to do, 
just didn't happen." 
 
Palka said he was just trying to do his part in picking up his teammate. 
 
"I just missed it," Palka said. "Just a little out in front. ... Hector was pitching a great game and I want to 
pick him up. Just a little out in front of an outside heater. That's pretty much it." 
 
In the ninth, pinch-hitter Welington Castillo singled with two out, bringing up slugger Jose Abreu as the 
go-ahead run, but he grounded out on the first pitch. 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Early-bird, no worm: The Sox squandered an early opportunity against right-hander Jameson Taillon 
when Yoan Moncada led off the game with a walk and Delmonico hit a two-out single. Chicago had Matt 
Davidson, who leads the club in several offensive categories, at the plate, but he flied out. 
 
Shaking off the rust: Soria had not pitched in a game in eight days, but he was called on to keep the 
game at 2-2 in the seventh inning. He was greeted by a Diaz double, followed by a walk to Jordy Mercer 
and pinch-hitter Josh Bell's single, which proved to be the winning run. Soria eventually pitched out of a 
bases-loaded jam, striking out Gregory Polanco and David Freese. 
 
When asked if inactivity might have hurt his performance, Soria said it may have had "a little bit" of an 
effect. 
 
"The first batter, it was 3-0 right away," Soria said. "And he was the run that ended up [scoring]. But 
there's no excuses. I should be able to do my job and perform." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"When you look at Sanchy, he's a pretty versatile young man. When he hasn't played there, he doesn't 
worry about that. He knows what he's gotta do. I think he's very capable of playing all three infield 



positions. I hope I can expand his role and start using him in the outfield as well." -- Renteria, on Sanchez 
starting his first game at shortstop this season 
 
UP NEXT 
The White Sox return home to face the Texas Rangers on Thursday at 7:10 p.m. CT at Guaranteed Rate 
Field. Right-hander James Shields (1-4, 5.44 ERA) will make his fifth start of the season. Lefty Cole 
Hamels (2-4, 3.48) is scheduled to start for Texas 

 
Anderson gets partial day off during long stretch 
Shortstop out of lineup in second game of 16 straight 
By Bob Cohn / MLB.com / May 16, 2018 
 
PITTSBURGH -- White Sox manager Rick Renteria wrote out a new lineup before Wednesday's 3-2 loss 
to the Pirates, one that did not have shortstop Tim Anderson's name on it. After 38 straight starts, 
Anderson got was not in the starting lineup for the first time this season. 
 
"We were talking about it [Tuesday] night," Renteria said before the finale against the Pirates at PNC 
Park. "I think we've given everybody at least a day. Thought today would be a good day [to give Tim a 
rest]." 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
Wednesday's game was the second day of a 16-day stretch without a day off for the White Sox. 
 
"I think this is the perfect day to do it," Renteria said of resting Anderson. "I believe that a player on a 
natural day off doesn't benefit as much as when he does when I don't start him on a regular day. I think 
they're able to be relaxed, and observe and watch things and pick things up. I think they'll start to refocus, 
especially in a National League game. [By] the fourth or fifth inning, maybe they start gearing up a little bit 
for the possibility of being used. 
 
"But at this point, he can be relaxed, just watch the game," Renteria said. "Watch everybody perform, kind 
of take it in a little bit. You're still engaged, but not so intently. Relieves a little bit of the tension, I think, 
and allows you to gain some insight and maybe grow." 
 
Anderson did pinch-hit to lead off the ninth, but he flew out on the first pitch. Yolmer Sanchez, the regular 
third baseman, started his first game of the season at shortstop. It was Sanchez's ninth start at the 
position since he was a rookie in 2014. He played mostly at second base in '17. 
 
Sanchez played well, hitting a fifth-inning home run that tied the game at 2, and he also made a nice 
over-the-shoulder catch chasing a fly ball into the outfield. 
 
Matt Davidson, having a stellar year at the plate (.966 OPS) primarily as the designated hitter, started at 
third base in place of Sanchez. Davidson did not play in Tuesday's 7-0 loss. He went 0-for-4 on 
Wednesday, stranding a pair of runners in the first inning and striking out twice. 

 
Not only is Yolmer Sanchez making his case to be a part of White Sox future, he could become a 
leader of those teams 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / May 16, 2018 
 
The big question for Yolmer Sanchez coming into the 2018 campaign was whether he could become a 
part of the White Sox long-term plans. 
 
And while mid May is far too early to say "mission accomplished," Sanchez has looked like a potential 
piece of the organization's bright future over the first month and a half of the season. 
 
Sanchez entered Wednesday's game in Pittsburgh with a .295/.329/.432 slash line, mostly as the team's 
everyday third baseman. He's batting .364 in the month of May. And though he might not project to be the 



kind of middle-of-the-order bat that has White Sox fans so excited to see Eloy Jimenez hit the big 
leagues, Sanchez is most definitely taking advantage of this opportunity the rebuilding effort has afforded 
him at the major league level. 
 
"He finally got his shot, and he's making the most of it," shortstop Tim Anderson said last weekend at 
Wrigley Field. "Everything, he's hitting the ball, and good defense. He's a good player. I feel like he's 
underrated, but now he got his shot and he's killing it." 
 
White Sox fans will surely point to free-agents-to-be Manny Machado, Josh Donaldson or Nolan Arenado 
as the hoped-for long-term answers at the hot corner. But Sanchez's long-term value might be closer in 
line to Jose Abreu's than the average Sock during this rebuilding effort. 
 
Abreu, advancing in age, is extremely productive but would need a new contract to stick around for the 
planned glory days of the rebuild. The White Sox might be inclined to give it to him because of his value 
in the clubhouse, as a role model for younger players. Sanchez, a force in the clubhouse with his gigantic 
personality, could play a similar role for players reaching the South Side from the minor leagues. 
 
"He leads by example and he's also a person that carries a voice in the locker room," manager Rick 
Renteria said. "He's an individual that in spite of what might be happening every single day, he goes out 
and shows you he still has the energy, the focus, the commitment to do everything he possibly can to 
beat you. Ultimately you want 25 guys who want to feel like every single day they're going to give you 
their best effort and they're going to try to beat you. That's the example that he's shown through his 
actions, through his routines, through his work, through his body language, through his character. 
Ultimately you want a major league club that every single player does that. These guys are learning how 
to do that. They're driving toward that personality individually, and hopefully it's something that collectively 
comes together." 
 
"I personally see Abreu as a model because he's a guy that works hard every day, he can hit, he does 
everything right. And anytime I think about something, I go ask him, 'What do you think about this, Pito?'" 
Sanchez said. "But I think if I can help anybody, I will." 
 
Fans have enjoyed plotting out the team of the future, and many of the team's highly ranked prospects 
seem to have certain spots on the field on lock. Jimenez and Luis Robert figure to speak for two of the 
three outfield spots. Yoan Moncada and Anderson seem entrenched in the middle of the infield. Zack 
Collins, should he reach his full potential, would be the catcher of the future. 
 
Third base, though, is suddenly much more of a mystery after Jake Burger's pair of Achilles tear, the most 
recent one resetting his recovery and throwing a wrench in his development. Most fans would probably 
say they'd like to see a free-agent fix there over anything else, especially with the quality of names set to 
hit the market. But Sanchez is perhaps providing a homegrown alternative with his improved play and 
clubhouse presence. Even if the White Sox added a big-name third baseman in free agency, Sanchez's 
versatility would make him a nice utility infielder — a possibile future that would keep him in the 
clubhouse. 
 
"I would love to stay here because I know the talent that we've got here and in the minor leagues today. 
And I know how good this team's going to be for the next couple years," Sanchez said. "But it's not my 
call, it's not my choice. I cannot control that. I just play hard every day, and we'll see what happens. This 
is the organization that gave me the opportunity to play in the major leagues, stay in the big leagues. So I 
would love to stay here, but it's not my call. 
 
"I just try to take the opportunity and do my best. I love to play every day. So they give me the 
opportunity, and I try to do my best so I can see name in the lineup every day." 

 
Jace Fry emerging as bright spot in an otherwise unreliable White Sox bullpen 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / May 16, 2018 
 



The White Sox came into the season with a bullpen stocked with potential flip candidates and guys trying 
to carve out a spot in this organization's bright future. 
 
Neither party has fared too well. 
 
Joakim Soria and Luis Avilan haven't done much to convince a contender to cough up a prospect or two 
in a midseason trade. Juan Minaya and Gregory Infante, who both showed promise at the end of last 
season, were both quickly demoted to the minor leagues. Nate Jones and Aaron Bummer have had their 
stumbles. Hector Santiago and Chris Volstad have taken turns plugging holes in the White Sox leaky 
starting rotation to varying degrees of effectiveness. 
 
But at least one guy is showing signs that he could maybe become something out there in the 'pen and 
be part of the relief corps when the White Sox open up their contention window in the next couple years. 
 
Jace Fry hasn't allowed a hit this season, his most recent appearance coming in Wednesday's 3-2 loss to 
the Pittsburgh Pirates. Fry has faced 20 batters over six innings of work, and the only men he's put on 
have reached via a pair of walks. He's struck out eight of those 20 hitters. 
 
Fry, a third-round pick of the White Sox back in the 2014 draft, got his first taste of the majors last season, 
and things did not go well. He logged 6.2 big league innings over 11 appearances and finished 2017 with 
a gargantuan 10.80 ERA. He was promoted right from Double-A Birmingham, where things did go well, 
with Fry posting a 2.78 ERA in 45.1 relief innings there. This season, he started at Triple-A Charlotte, and 
he gave up just one run in 6.2 innings before getting the call to come back to the bigs. 
 
And now he's perhaps the most reliable option Rick Renteria has to go to in that bullpen. Four of Fry's five 
outings have last at least an inning, and he's struck out multiple hitters in three of his five appearances. 
 
Compare that to the rest of the White Sox relief corps, which has struggled. Soria coughed up the game-
winning run in the seventh inning Wednesday and now has a 4.72 ERA. Jones, who White Sox fans are 
likely still associating with that four-run ninth last week against these same Pirates, got his ERA down 
under 4.00 (it's 3.86) with back-to-back scoreless eight innings Sunday against the Cubs and Wednesday 
in Pittsburgh. Chris Beck is the third pitcher in the 'pen whose ERA is under 4.00, at 3.94 after 3.2 innings 
of relief in Tuesday's loss. 
 
Bruce Rondon has arguably joined Fry as another bright spot, though that's pretty relative considering his 
ERA is all the way up at 4.15, even after he picked up the save in Sunday's win at Wrigley Field. He's got 
strikeout stuff but also has a four-run appearance to his name this season. 
 
In other words, Renteria's options aren't numerous. 
 
Fry, though, because of his age (24) and his status as a homegrown member of the White Sox 
organization, could find a way to stick around not just in 2018 but beyond. The sample size is small, but 
he's been impressive out of a bullpen that's been mostly the opposite so far this season. 
 
Perhaps Rick Hahn was again trying to execute the same strategy he did a season ago, when he traded 
away much of the relief corps in midsummer deals. That doesn't seem likely to happen unless this group 
radically changes its performance. But in Fry, he might have a arm to stick in that future bullpen. 

 
ESPN profiles Nevest Coleman, White Sox groundskeeper imprisoned 23 years despite innocence 
By Phil Rosenthal / Chicago Tribune / May 16, 2018 
 
Nevest Coleman, the White Sox grounds crew member rehired this season after DNA testing eventually 
cleared him of heinous crimes for which he served 23 years in prison, gets the “E:60” treatment Sunday 
morning from ESPN'S Lisa Salters. 
 
Coleman's story should be familiar to Chicago Tribune readers. 



 
Now 49, Coleman spent nearly half his life behind bars, convicted after he and co-defendant Darryl Fulton 
gave confessions in the 1994 rape and murder of 20-year-old Antwinica Bridgeman. 
 
The two immediately recanted their confessions and have said they were coerced. 
 
In “Grounds for Return,” set for 8 a.m. Sunday, Coleman talks to Salters about discovering Bridgeman's 
body in the basement of his family’s home and why he confessed to a crime he says he did not commit. 
 
A Tribune review of court records and police reports found no physical evidence ever linked Coleman or 
Fulton to the attack. Prosecutors last year dropped charges against the two after semen on the victim’s 
clothes matched a serial rapist. 
 
Each man has described being abuse by Chicago police officers. 
 
Fulton told the Tribune a detective hit him on the side of the head and said, “I should take you somewhere 
and put a bullet in your brain.” 
 
Coleman has testified a detective called him “a lying-assed (n-word),” then punched him twice in the face. 

 
Once hailed for acting delivery, White Sox’s Lucas Giolito strives to perform on mound 
By Teddy Greenstein / Chicago Tribune / May 16, 2018 
 
With Lucas Giolito, it’s never a matter of stage fright. 
 
He insists his confidence didn’t even waver Sunday at Wrigley Field, when he was firing pitches all over 
the lot, issuing four-pitch walks and allowing the Cubs to steal four bases. 
 
“I didn’t feel helpless at all,” Giolito said Wednesday. “I’d try to throw to one location and it would be a 
complete misfire, but I was able to forget about it and keep working. What helped me was having 
complete confidence in myself.” 
 
Giolito has been an ace pitching prospect since he was about 16. He threw in the high 80s as a freshman 
at Harvard-Westlake, a prep school in Los Angeles. In the first start of his senior year, he hit 100 mph on 
the gun. 
 
On top of that, Giolito hails from a family of performers. His mother, Lindsay Frost, appeared regularly on 
“As the World Turns” and was seen frequently on many other television shows, including “Lost,” “Boston 
Legal” and “Frasier.” 
 
“I talk to my mom a lot about the similarities of acting and playing baseball,” Giolito said. “You’re out there 
entertaining people and you want to perform at your best in that moment. You don’t get a second chance, 
so you want to be as prepared as possible.” 
 
Giolito’s last non-baseball performance came when he had to recite a Shakespearean sonnet in front of 
his entire eighth-grade class. He memorized it and did fine. 
 
“My class voted me best delivery,” he said. 
 
If only pitching in the big leagues were so easy. 
 
Giolito is 2-4 with a 6.91 ERA that is the highest among starters in baseball. He has issued 32 walks, tied 
with the Cubs’ Tyler Chatwood for most in the majors. 
 
“I don’t want to be at the top of that list; I shouldn’t be,” Giolito said. “I can’t change anything I’ve done this 
season, as negative as it might be. I recognize the need to improve.” 



 
Giolito’s next start will be Saturday, when he duels the Rangers in Chicago. 
 
At 6-foot-6, he’s trying to refine the mechanics that have betrayed him at times. 
 
“Stay tall, stay back, stay closed,” pitching coach Don Cooper said. “Those are the keys. The mind can 
race, and when the mind is racing, the body races. He has major-league stuff he has to command.” 
 
Giolito said he has not watched video of his start against the Cubs. 
 
“I already know (what’s wrong) and it’s a matter of fixing it in the gym,” he said. “It’s not stuff I’m going to 
fix in bullpen (sessions). It’s movement patterns. I need to rebuild the athleticism I’ve lost.” 
 
Giolito said he’s confident — there’s that word again — he can accomplish that between starts. 
 
“I can’t wait until I put it all together,” he said. 

 
White Sox lose again, falling to an MLB-worst 10-29 on the season 
By Teddy Greenstein / Chicago Tribune / May 16, 2018 
 
All things being equal, Hector Santiago would rather pitch in the American League. And in AL parks. 
 
Why? Because National League pitchers often get pulled for pinch hitters when runners are on base in 
tight games. 
 
Take the White Sox’s 3-2 loss to the Pirates on Wednesday for example. 
 
With the game tied 2-2 in the sixth inning, the Sox had the bases loaded with two outs and Daniel Palka 
sitting on the bench. 
 
Bye-bye, Hector. 
 
“That’s where it sucks as a starting pitcher,” he said. 
 
Palka could not come through, however, rolling over a 3-1 fastball for an inning-ending grounder to 
second. 
 
“It was a heater a bit away, and I got in front of it,” he said. 
 
Asked if he was bummed because the situation was so ripe, Palka replied: “Not only that, but Hector 
threw a great game. I wanted to pick him up in his spot.” 
 
No one could have a beef with manager Rick Renteria’s decision, though. The Sox, always desperate for 
runs, had a chance to push several across. 
 
“You hope you spark a little magic in that instance,” Renteria said. “(Palka) went in there with a good idea, 
(but it) just didn’t happen.” 
 
The Sox fell to a major-league-worst 10-29 and are back on pace to lose 120 games. The franchise 
record for losses is 106, set in 1970. The 2003 Tigers lost 119 in Stage 1 of their rebuild. 
 
This game was at least competitive, unlike Tuesday night’s 7-0 loss. Asked if it represented a moral 
victory, Renteria answered in the affirmative: “I thought it was a much better game today and Hector 
(Santiago) did a really nice job, kept us (in) there.” 
 



Good stuff: Santiago allowed just two hits and three walks over five innings, striking out a pair. The 30-
year-old left-hander gave up both his runs when Sean Rodriguez lined a ball to left that eluded a diving 
Nicky Delmonico. 
 
“He kept them off balance,” Renteria said of Santiago. “He pitched with a lot of conviction, elevated when 
he needed to and threw enough quality strikes.” 
 
Santiago was told this was a spot start, but given that the Sox are in a stretch of 16 games in 16 days and 
Miguel Gonzalez remains sidelined with shoulder soreness, Santiago could earn at least two more 
assignments. 
 
Asked if he would rather pitch in the NL — getting pulled for pinch hitters — or in the AL, where he has to 
face designated hitters, Santiago replied: “I would rather face the DH. I think today I threw nine pitches to 
the pitchers, and seven were balls.” 
 
Extra innings: Renteria’s second-inning challenge paid off when umpires ruled Rodriguez lost contact with 
the bag after what appeared to be a triple. But the Sox later lost a Pirates challenge because shortstop 
Yolmer Sanchez left second base too soon after receiving a toss from Joakim Soria. It was ruled an E6. 
… Sanchez, subbing for Tim Anderson, made a spectacular, over-the-shoulder catch on a flare in short 
left field. Anderson got his first breather of the season, although he was used as a pinch hitter in the ninth 
and lined out to center. He remains the only Sox player to appear in every game. 

 
With the White Sox on pace for 121 losses, how much can their fans take? 
By Rick Morrissey / Sun-Times / May 16, 2018 
 
Nobody said tanking was easy. However, it would have been nice if somebody had reminded us what 
rock bottom looks like. 
 
With their 3-2 loss in Pittsburgh on Wednesday, the 10-29 White Sox are on pace for a 41-121 record. 
The modern-era record for losses in a season is 120 by the 1962 Mets. If you tell me that there’s still a lot 
of baseball left, I’ll have you arrested for making threats. 
 
It wasn’t until the recent Cubs series that it really hit home how bad the Sox are. Their worst-in-baseball 
record obviously had given us a hint, but the lack of talent combined with the mental mistakes made them 
almost unwatchable. 
 
This is the price you have to pay if you want to do a rebuild the right way. The Bulls haven’t completely 
grasped the concept, and that’s why they’ll have the seventh pick overall in the June draft. They played 
Nikola Mirotic too much last season, went on an unfortunate run because of it and ended up winning too 
many games before trading him. It’s why they won’t be getting Arizona’s Deandre Ayton or Duke’s Marvin 
Bagley III. It’s why we’re getting the typical rationalizations that plenty of great players have been taken 
with the seventh pick over the years, including the Bulls’ Lauri Markkanen. 
 
Wonderful, but LeBron James, Ben Simmons and Anthony Davis were No. 1 overall picks. OK? 
 
If you’re into rebuilding, you have to be all in, blood and all. It’s very difficult to do that. It’s hard to put a 
smile on massive amounts of losing when the whole idea of sports is to win. I’m trying to picture White 
Sox chairman Jerry Reinsdorf attempting to cope with what’s going on. I see clenched fists and gritted 
teeth as the losses and the empty seats pile up. This is a baseball man. This is an 82-year-old owner who 
has won a World Series. Is watching another base-running blunder the way you’d want to spend your 
golden years? 
 
After having been through honest-to-a-fault Ozzie Guillen, can you imagine Reinsdorf having to listen to 
Rick Renteria starring in “It’s Always Sunny in Chicago” as the sky falls? 
 



A rebuild was perfect for the Cubs, and I’m not sure all the teams that have followed their lead understand 
the dynamics that were at work. When team president Theo Epstein arrived in 2011, Cubs fans would 
have done anything to win a World Series, human sacrifice included. Here was the meeting of a 
desperate fan base and a man who was considered a baseball genius. And then there was this key 
element: That desperate fan base — loyal or oblivious, take your pick – continued to go to games during 
the bad-baseball carnage of a rebuild. It was a perfect laboratory for a tanking. 
 
Not all of those elements are in place for the Sox. Their fans are known for staying away from the ballpark 
if the team isn’t winning. The Sox are averaging 15,486 fans a game at Guaranteed Rate Field this 
season, joining Tampa Bay (14,710) and Miami (10,675) at the bottom of the attendance standings. 
 
Kudos to Sox fans for not paying for the current slop. 
 
There certainly is hope that all the young talent the team has amassed through trades and the draft will 
do what Kris Bryant et al did for the Cubs. But much of that young talent is still toiling at the minor-league 
level, and anyone with a rooting interest is wondering when those players will be brought up and when 
the winning will start. 
 
The concept of a rebuild is one thing. The reality is another, so when the brand of baseball the Sox are 
offering seems to have been bought at a dollar store, patience is a tough sell for fans. 
 
The Sox lost 95 games last season and will likely lose more than that this season. Can their fans sit 
through another season of it? How about two? Cubs fans endured three years of terrible losing under 
Epstein before things got better. Let’s go back to the attendance component. In 2012, when the Cubs 
went 61-101, their attendance for the season was 2,882,756. When they won 97 games three years later, 
their attendance was 2,959,812. Their ballpark revenues were tank-proof. 
 
The Sox’ aren’t. In the last 25 years, the only time they drew more than 2.8 million fans was 2006, the 
year after they won the World Series. Whenever Michael Kopech and Eloy Jimenez want to get to 
Chicago and set the world on fire would be good. 
 
I’m sorry. You’re right. Patience. 
 
Will this work? I have no idea. The Sox are competing with eight or nine other teams that are tanking. 
Logic tells me that not all of them are going to be successful at it. But the Sox do have a very good farm 
system, and the arrow, even with the dismal product at the major-league level, seems to be pointing up. 
 
Don’t feel too bad for Reinsdorf. Forbes magazine says his team is worth $1.5 billion. He makes gobs of 
money off revenue sharing. But any person who knows what good baseball is supposed to look like 
experiences gastrointestinal issues when watching the Sox. That the players are trying hard, as Renteria 
says they are, doesn’t change that. 
 
I recently preached delusion as a coping strategy for Sox fans. Tell yourself the franchise is going to the 
2020 World Series and stick with it. It’s not a bad way to go when your team is flirting with the Mets’ futility 
record. 
 
The Mets were an expansion team when they lost all those games. They weren’t trying to lose. They were 
just good at it. The Sox are trying to lose. They’re also good at it. I think there’s a distinction in there 
somewhere. 
 
The good news is that the Mets went on to win the 1969 World Series. The bad news is that it took them 
seven years to do it. I don’t think Sox fans can wait that long. 

 
MLB silences White Sox coach’s whistle 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / May 16, 2018 
 



PITTSBURGH — First-base coach Daryl Boston’s whistle has gone from a fun thing, to causing a minor 
ruckus to nothing at all. 
 
Boston’s occasional toots from the dugout could be heard in ballparks all over major-league baseball. 
 
But no more. 
 
“They grounded my whistle,” Boston said. “They said it was a distraction.’’ 
 
“They” apparently is Major League Baseball. Boston said MLB looked into it after an umpire inquired 
about the use of a whistle in the dugout. 
 
“MLB recently informed us that in accordance with their interpretation of the rules, whistles are no longer 
permitted in the dugouts during games,’’ White Sox general manager Rick Hahn said. 
 
Citing an inability to whistle on his own – he went to the extreme of watching how-to videos on YouTube 
— Boston started using a referee’s whistle to get the attention of outfielders to position them if needed. It 
escalated to blowing the whistle when the Sox would make a good defensive play. 
 
When the Sox played the Blue Jays in Toronto last month, Jays third baseman Josh Donaldson seemed 
annoyed by Boston’s whistle. To make his point, he made a whistling motion to Boston when he touched 
home plate after a home run. 
 
Boston laughed it off, but after the game he said the Sox’ loss that night was “on me.” 
 
Donaldson and Boston exchanged friendly gestures and smiles from across the field the next day, 
however. Manager Rick Renteria shrugged it off as good fun. 
 
But the fun is over. 

 
Mounting losses haven’t lessened Abreu’s desire to stay with White Sox 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / May 16, 2018 
 
PITTSBURGH – The losses are mounting, and Jose Abreu might hate losing more than anyone in the 
clubhouse, but, still, the White Sox first baseman wants no part of leaving. 
 
In fact, he might want to stay with the team that introduced him to the major leagues beyond his current 
contract status more than ever. 
 
“I am a grateful person,’’ Abreu said Wednesday morning before the Sox’ 3-2 loss to the Pirates. “And this 
organization gave me the opportunity to play in the majors and make my mom’s dream come true. My 
mom and dad taught me to be grateful. That’s why I want to be here. And I want to stay here my whole 
career.’’ 
 
Abreu, 31, has made that desire repeatedly clear. Whether he fits into the Sox’ future plans – he’s under 
contract through 2019, and it looks like 2020 might be the first year the rebuild produces competitive fruit 
– is a subject that bears watching. 
 
Asked if his desire to stay is strong enough to consider an extension under team-friendly terms, Abreu 
steered clear. 
 
“I don’t think about that now,’’ he said. “Everybody knows I want to stay here. If [an extension] happens, 
that would be another dream come true. I know this is a business, and the team will make the decision 
that’s best for the organization. But I want to stay here forever.’’ 
 
And not just because he likes it around here. 



 
“Beyond that, I want to stay here because I know the times are going to be good,’’ he said. “The good 
times are going to come, and I want to be part of that.’’ 
 
The bad times continued Wednesday, the Pirates’ fourth win in as many interleague games against the 
Sox in the last nine days. Left-hander Hector Santiago allowed two runs over five innings, and Leury 
Garcia and Yolmer Sanchez hit solo homers to keep the Sox in this one until Josh Bell’s RBI pinch single 
against Joakim Soria in the seventh broke a 2-2 tie. 
 
The Sox’ worst-in-baseball record dropped to 10-29. They have lost nine of their last 10 and 13 of 15. 
They are ahead of pace for the franchise’s fourth 100-loss season, including the all-time-worst 56-106 
record in 1970. 
 
Abreu, who went 1-for-5 to extend his interleague hitting streak to 16, made the final out with a runner on 
first in the ninth. But he is having a typically productive season, batting .288 with seven homers and 21 
RBI. And he has brought an important veteran presence to the clubhouse, especially for young Cuban 
prospects like Yoan Moncada and, during spring training, Luis Robert. 
 
When it was signed in October 2013, Abreu’s six-year, $68 million contract was the richest for an 
international free agent, surpassing the six-year, $54 million deal Yu Darvish got with the Texas Rangers 
in 2012. It still stands as the richest contract in Sox history. 
 
At the time, Abreu was viewed as a one-dimensional player whose defense suggested “designated 
hitter.’’ With a nudge from manager Rick Renteria as well as his disdain for being a DH, Abreu worked to 
become an average defender. 
 
“After every season, I evaluate my performance, and in the last two years, I wasn’t comfortable with my 
defense and those numbers, so I decided I needed to improve,’’ he said. “It became one of my goals, and 
the results have been there.’’ 
 
Abreu credits bench coach Joe McEwing with improving his pre-pitch mental posture. 
 
“For helping me to anticipate,’’ Abreu said. “To always think that every ball hit will be to my side. With that 
mindset, I’m more ready. 
 
“I’m never satisfied. I always want to be better.’’ 

 
White Sox’ Carson Fulmer keeps head up through rough start 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / May 16, 2018 
 
PITTSBURGH — As it turned out, Carson Fulmer was not alone when he got shelled for five runs in the 

first inning of his last start. White Sox teammates James Shields (four runs), Lucas Giolito (two) and 

Reynaldo Lopez (four) also got dinged up in their first innings after Fulmer set the tone. 

“For a lot of pitchers, that first inning is the hardest one to get through,” Fulmer said Wednesday. “You’re 

trying to feel out what you have that day. When you’re too fresh, you can lose control a little. But we’re all 

going through that learning process of what exactly works. We started together, and we’ll end together. 

We’ll figure it out here soon.” 

Fulmer (2-3, 6.23) had been scheduled to start against the Pirates on Wednesday afternoon but was 

pushed back two days in favor of veteran left-hander Hector Santiago, who stopped the trend with five 

innings of two-run ball. Santiago said he expects to stay in the rotation while Miguel Gonzalez (shoulder) 

remains on the mend. 



Fulmer, meanwhile, knows he has to get untracked. Carlos Rodon (shoulder) may be back before too 

long, which would push a starter out. 

What’s to be done? 

“Command the zone, get ahead, eliminate free passes and create early contact to go as deep as 

possible,” Fulmer said. 

Fulmer, who had a side session Tuesday and will have another “small one” Thursday before his start 

Friday, said he’s ironing out “a couple of mechanical issues.” 

If Fulmer doesn’t get untracked soon, it will be interesting to see how much patience manager Rick 

Renteria and pitching coach Don Cooper will have allowing him to work things out in the rotation. 

“I’ve always wanted to be a starter, I am a starter,” Fulmer said. 

“When it comes down to it, starter or reliever, starting is what I want to do. But as long as we put up W’s 

… I have to take hold of my job, which is to get outs.” 

A rest for Tim 

Shortstop Tim Anderson had started every game, and with the team just starting a run of 16 straight 

games without an off day, Renteria left him out of the lineup for a day game after a night game. Yolmer 

Sanchez started at shortstop, opening a spot for designated hitter and team home-run leader Matt 

Davidson at third base. 

“I’ve been wanting to give him a break,” Renteria said. “Today was the perfect day to do it.” 

Anderson pinch-hit in the ninth and flied out. 

Closing time 

With 10 wins, the Sox’ bullpen hasn’t had enough save chances to give clarity to roles at the back end of 

the pen. Bruce Rondon collected the last save, his first, against the Cubs on Sunday. Nate Jones has one 

and Joakim Soria four. 

“We’re still going to be using all these guys in different situations,” Renteria said. “We have Joakim, 

Jonesy and Bruce who have [closed], so we’ll continue to use them as we need to.” 

Soria entered in the seventh inning of a tie game Wednesday and gave up the go-ahead run, appearing 

for the first time since he faced the Pirates last Tuesday in Chicago. 

On deck 

Rangers at Sox 

Thursday: Cole Hamels (2-4, 3.48) vs. James Shields (1-4, 5.44), 7:10 p.m., NBCSCH, 720-AM 

Friday: Doug Fister (1-4, 4.06) vs. Carson Fulmer (2-3, 6.23), 7:10, NBCSCH+, 720-AM 

Saturday: Matt Moore (1-5, 7.82), vs. Lucas Giolito (2-4, 6.91), 6:10, NBCSCH, 720-AM 

Sunday: Mike Minor (3-2, 5.61) vs. Reynaldo Lopez (0-3, 3.50), 1:10, Ch. 9, 720-AM 



Scouting report: White Sox vs. Texas Rangers 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / May 16, 2018 
 
TV 

NBC Sports Chicago Thursday and Saturday; NBC Sports Chicago Plus Friday; WGN Sunday 

Radio 

WGN 720-AM 

Pitching matchups 

The Sox's James Shields (1-4) vs. Cole Hamels (2-4) Thursday at 7:10 p.m.; Carson Fulmer (2-3) vs. 

Doug Fister (1-4) Friday at 7:10 p.m.; Lucas Giolito (2-4) vs. Matt Moore (1-5) Saturday at 6:10 p.m.; 

Reynaldo Lopez (0-3) vs. Mike Minor (3-2) Sunday at 1:10 p.m. 

At a glance 

The White Sox have lost 9 of their last 10 games and, at 10-29, are tied for the worst record to start a 

season in franchise history. The Sox have dropped 5 in a row at home and are 3-15 at Guaranteed Rate 

Field. The White Sox were 4-3 vs. the Rangers last season (3-1 at home). Texas is in last place in the 

American League West. Heading into Wednesday's play, third baseman Joey Gallo was tied for third in 

the league with 13 home runs. Sox first baseman Jose Abreu is 11-for-28 with 4 RBI while riding a seven-

game hitting streak. 

Next 

Baltimore Orioles, Monday-Thursday at Guaranteed Rate Field

The world of the White Sox bullpen is wide enough for prospects Hamilton and Burr 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / May 16, 2018 
 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — For a White Sox fanbase that is wondering when the rebuild is going to come to 

the bullpen, and is unsatisfied with answers like “Zack Burdi is rehabbing” or “a lot of starter prospects are 

going to fail,” might take some heart in looking into the Double-A Birmingham bullpen. 

“Shit, probably everyone in that bullpen can close or has closed at one time,” Birmingham pitching coach 

Richard Dotson said. “But I know Rick Renteria this spring, and I loved it, he just really stressed it’s about 

getting outs. Whenever we bring you in the game, getting outs. 

“When they go to Chicago, they’re not going to be at the end of games right now. They’re going to be 

pitching the 10-0 games, the 7-1 games.” 

It’s from that bullpen where amorphous roles are being stressed that two former rival Pac-12 closers, and 

current roommates, are emerging as the top prospects: Ian Hamilton, formerly of Washington State, and 

Ryan Burr, formerly of Arizona State. 

Can they lead a White Sox bullpen revolution? Will the world know their names? Thankfully for the White 

Sox, this rivalry is friendly. 

Burr, a 2015 fifth-round pick acquired last season from the Diamondbacks for international bonus pool 

room, is the Sun Devils’ all-time leader in saves. He was the more accomplished college player, more 



touted prospect, and his team won more of their head-to-head matchups. But if the sight of Hamilton 

smoking the rest of the bullpen in a foot race along the Barons Field warning track by a full two steps is 

any indication, the balance of power has slightly tilted so far this year in the pair’s friendly competition. 

“He’s got me beat right now,” Burr said of his roommate. “He’s throwing the absolute crap out of the ball, 

so I’ve got some work to do. We play catch every day so he’s the guy I talk to about working on pitches. 

“For him right now he’s trying to get a little more backspin on his fastball, which is hard to believe because 

the kid throws a million, but just playing catch with him we just bounce ideas off each other.” 

Hamilton was an 11th round pick in 2016 after a junior year switch to the Washington State rotation 

produced underwhelming results. He has struck out 21 batters and allowed just one run on six hits in 14 

innings this season. He’s always thrown 95 mph or more with his fastball, but there’s a consistency with 

his location now that has made his unique hybrid slider pop. 

Where Burr was taught his slider by his college pitching coach Ken Knutson, now with the Cleveland 

Indians, Hamilton’s slider is born from his attempt to teach himself a changeup in high school, which has 

since morphed into something that he says either shows cutting and dropping action, or huge sweeping 

horizontal movement without warning. Efforts to teach it to others have failed. 

“I definitely don’t do it on purpose,” Hamilton said. “Sometimes it slips out of my hand a little bit, but most 

of the time it’s pretty consistent with where it’s going to go, just depends on how much movement it’s 

going to be.” 

The 6-foot Hamilton doesn’t possess ideal pitcher size, but it’s immediately clear looking at him that he 

should be a professional athlete. He played center field and catcher in high school, had to be talked out of 

walking on to the Washington State football team and laughs giddily at the idea of getting into a game as 

a pinch runner at some point down the road. The first instinct when someone is a super athlete isn’t to 

convert them into a short reliever, but now that Hamilton is one, it lends a lot of confidence to his ability to 

repeat his delivery. It’s all quite the flip from where he was when the Sox tried to promote him to Double-A 

last year. 

“He got hammered,” Dotson said. “I didn’t see him too many times [at Birmingham] when I was roving last 

year. I know what I’ve seen this year and it’s been really good. He’s been very consistent locating pitches, 

and his numbers show that. 

“He’s made a few adjustments. Last year he would slide step every pitch. Now he’ll come up, not a high 

leg kick, but more of a leg kick. You want them to be able to hold runners, but last year he did it every 

pitch and he didn’t have to.” 

Hamilton says the difference is primarily confidence and comfort at Double-A, and described the difficulty 

of getting promoted from Winston-Salem midseason and not knowing anyone on his new team. Which 

itself serves as a reminder that maintaining confidence is a constant issue for everyone, even guys who 

describe their pitching methodology as “just go at people,” and thinks closing, one of the most stressful 

jobs in sports is “pretty fun, honestly.” 

“From the first I did it, I loved it,” Hamilton said. “Way more exciting. It just feels more fun. It’s pitching with 

a purpose. Even if I were going in middle of the game or whatever, I would try to close out whatever 

inning I had. But pitching with a one-run lead or something like that, you’ve got to be on whatever time 

you’re in. No matter what, really, but in that situation to me, it’s more amplified.” 



Now, Hamilton has a best friend on the team in Burr, though when he first saw his former conference rival 

in his clubhouse, he was convinced he wasn’t going to like him very much. While Hamilton is fast and 

lean, the six-foot-four Burr has a more typical power reliever build, and aspires to mirror the mentality of 

an even burlier, more fictional reliever. 

“I try to be Kenny Powers on the mound,” Burr said. “He’s kind of a controversial guy, but on the mound I 

think his attitude is what you’ve got to be. You’ve got to go out there and think I’m the best guy to be in 

this position to be out here right now. I’ve been in spots where I couldn’t find a way to get an out for a 

week and you just lose your confidence and slowly it’s a snowball effect and you dig yourself a hole you 

can’t get out of. The Kenny Powers thing is that dude didn’t give a you know what about what was going 

on, he thought he was the best guy on the field. I think you’ve got to carry that with you.” 

Does Burr knows that’s a TV character? Does it matter? 

Burr was certainly the Kenny Powers of A-ball last year, earning himself a midseason promotion from 

Low-A to High-A, and showing no sign of slowing after he was traded. All told, he put together a 1.65 ERA 

in 65 1/3 innings while striking out 88 batters with his fastball-slider combination. He describes the second 

half of last season as a magical stretch he’s still trying to recreate. 

Burr has a shiny 2.93 ERA in 15 1/3 innings to start this year in Birmingham, but has battled some control 

issues, striking out 12 and walking seven in the early going. Getting thrown into games everywhere 

between the second and eighth has pushed aside his hangups about being the big, bad closer all the 

time, and removed his ego about his friend Hamilton soaking up most of the Barons’ saves at the 

moment. He also is adjusting to incorporate the pitch data the White Sox are offering him, and abiding by 

their suggestion to go against old school baseball orthodoxy by elevating his four-seam fastball to take 

advantage of its carry. 

“I’m here to help these guys win, but I’m also here to move up and help the big league team, and if I need 

to throw fastballs up more often, than that’s what I’m going to do,” Burr said. “I came into college with a 

big 12-to-6 curveball. With my arm action, it’s not really a true slider. Because I’m so over the top it’s hard 

for me to get horizontal or side-to-side movement, but I just learned this year that you don’t want that, you 

want that vertical stuff. It’s been a good pitch for me.” 

Despite the adjustments, and despite being in a place where he’s trying to remind himself to stick with 

what got him to Double-A, Burr reportedly hasn’t lost his closer demeanor. 

“He’s totally different people on and off the field,” Hamilton said. “Real nice guy in the clubhouse and on 

the mound it’s like he’s going to take your lunch from you. He’s mean and it shows. He’s got good stuff 

too.” 

They’ll need to be able to switch into that killer mode, because with a dearth of stable options in the White 

Sox bullpen, or prospects above them, Hamilton and Burr could follow the Jace Fry/Aaron Bummer path 

and fly through the system to break into big league bullpen. At that point, they’ll need to take their college 

closing experience, and like Dotson said, be ready to pitch in 10-0, and 7-1 games. It probably won’t be a 

problem, though. 

“Oh, they’ll get hyped up,” Dotson said. “It’s the big leagues.”

Five observations: White Sox lose again, but not in totally dispiriting fashion 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / May 16, 2018 
 



Now that they’ve dropped to 10-29, the White Sox losing a game is not cause for panic and concern on its 

own anymore. Certainly losing to the Pirates, against whom they will finish 0-4 for the season after a 3-2 

defeat Wednesday afternoon, is not noteworthy anymore. 

They pitched OK, they could not string anything together offensively save for solo homers from Leury 

García and Yolmer Sánchez, their execution faltered at a critical period of time, and having Tim Anderson 

and Yoán Moncada hit a pair of line drives off Pirates closer Felipe Vázquez in the ninth produced no 

usable value. It was not the White Sox’s day, but they have already had so many worse ones. 

1. Relative rotation stability 

Given Héctor Santiago continued the disquieting White Sox rotation trend of recording more walks than 

strikeouts over his five innings of work, we should try to set some parameters about crediting him for 

restoring stability and balance to the Sox’s starting five. He did not allow a run in the first inning, making 

him the first Sox starter to achieve a scoreless opening frame since Reynaldo López did it a week ago, 

and he did not allow any runs save for a Sean Rodríguez double into the left-field corner that avoided the 

diving grasp of Nicky Delmonico. Santiago is not singlehandedly providing a reason to hold Michael 

Kopech or Jordan Stephens in Charlotte, but he gave the Sox a chance. 

2. Soria stumbles in the seventh 

Joakim Soria’s mostly disappointing start to the 2018 season has been marked by sharp control if nothing 

else. He entered Wednesday’s game with a minuscule 3.7 percent walk rate, so in the spirit of dark irony, 

his troubles crested in the bottom of the seventh when he issued a four-pitch walk and fell behind 2-0 to 

the next hitter, Josh Bell, who eventually sprayed the go-ahead single to left away from the Sox’s shift. 

3. Yolmer Sánchez is a good player 

Sánchez mostly spent Wednesday issuing reminders on what a good player he has become, despite 

several years of initial struggles. He made a beautiful over-the-shoulder snag on a popup in the sixth 

while filling in for Anderson at shortstop, and his second home run of the year boosted his wRC+ to 108 

on the season. That’s not monstrous production from an everyday third baseman, but for someone who 

can fill in at any infield spot, it’s very playable. 

4. Jace Fry is still pitching very well 

There are concerns about touting a guy who has now thrown 12 2/3 major league innings as the savior of 

the pitching staff, with the first half of that lengthy career not being particularly good. But the second half 

of Fry’s career so far has been excellent, as he sealed up his sixth hitless, scoreless inning since being 

called up. Fry said this past weekend that he actually likes using both his cutter and his big swooping 

curve in concert with each other to attack left-handed hitters, and showed that while striking out the 

normally contact-oriented Gregory Polanco and Chris Dickerson, the latter of which caused Dickerson to 

lose hold of his bat. 

5. Leury García is as good as any option the Sox have 

Between blasting a first-pitch home run in the second, taking a first pitch to the ribs in his next plate 

appearance, and poking a double down the left-field line in his third trip, García made himself a proper 

pest to Pirates starter Jameson Taillon all afternoon. His own slow start stalled the process, and the White 

Sox will likely always view him as a utility player, but with his wRC+ up to 94, he is going to continue to 



usurp playing time from Adam Engel, Delmonico and Trayce Thompson. That’s not a recipe to rescue the 

outfield, but it’s going to happen. 

Spencer Adams, Ian Clarkin taking slow starts in stride in Birmingham 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / May 16, 2018 
 
Spencer Adams has been hit hard before, as he is being now, evidenced by a 6.32 ERA and opposing 

hitters batting .338/.390/.573 against him so far this year in Double-A Birmingham. The White Sox 2014 

second-round pick has struggled to miss bats before, as his 14 percent strikeout rate for the 2018 season 

indicates he is doing now. And the lanky right-hander has sat in lower velocity bands before, as he did 

last week in Birmingham, sitting 89-91 mph with his fastball per the radar guns of nearby scouts, below 

the 91-94 mph range he’s been reported at before. 

All of those are concerning factors for the 6-foot-3 22-year-old, but are beside the selling point for Adams 

as a prospect. Rather, Adams has always been an impressive athlete, who repeats a fluid delivery and 

fills up the strike zone from an ideal starter frame. Sliders can be sharpened, young pitchers add velocity, 

and there’s been signs of progress in the past that Adams can and will do both, but what Adams does 

well is hard to re-create. 

Therefore the real concern, and un-Spencer-like development with his slow start to the season, is a 

career-high 8.1 percent walk rate (which is still fairly average). To demonstrate how out of character this 

is for Adams, he’s had two games this season where he’s walked four batters. Before this season, he had 

walked four batters or more in a game just once in four professional seasons. 

“Control and keeping my walks down is definitely one thing I focus on a lot, but I wouldn’t say I was 

focusing on them too much,” Adams said. “It was just there were sometimes in the beginning of the year 

where I wasn’t throwing my pitches how I wanted to throw a fastball. I would just kind of baby them, give 

up on them. Just kind of hey, try to keep this in the strike zone. That’s not how you need to think up there, 

you’ve got to throw every pitch with authority.” 

Adams won’t turn 23 until next April. He could have an entire year of poor results at Double-A, return to 

Birmingham next season, and still be a potential White Sox rotation option for their contention window, 

but the real concern is how it’s happening and how he looks doing it. A league scout who was previously 

very high on Adams thought he looked stiff and upright compared to earlier in his career, and that his 

delivery looked more like he was hitting checkpoints in his motion than keeping a fluid line to the plate. 

The end result: Adams hasn’t fulfilled his spring training goal of finishing his pitches. 

“He’s not throwing as hard as he has in the past, for whatever reason, I don’t know,” Barons pitching 

coach Richard Dotson said. “He’s battled. I will say he’s gone out there and competed. The quality of his 

pitches hasn’t been consistent enough. I call them duds. Whether it’s a breaking ball or a changeup 

where he doesn’t finish, he doesn’t get the right action on it, whether it’s a hanger or whatever you want 

to call them, he’s thrown a lot of duds.” 

The question then of course shifts to why a promising, reliable arm who snuck his way back onto the 

White Sox top-10 prospects list has suffered such a discouraging start to the year. For his part, after 

spending the spring working his way back from a torn finger ligament, Adams says he’s healthy. 

“I’ve kind of been dealing with some stuff mentally and personally,” Adams said. “Everything’s good. 

Everything feels good. No limitations and no setbacks.” 



Instead, he’s focusing on trying to be more relaxed in games, he’s still working on a curveball he was 

developing in spring that he hopes will make him more viable against lefties, and trying to throw his 

pitches with more authority. He’s taking the back-to-back quality starts he was able to grind through, and 

using them as a confidence builder that his turnaround is around the corner. 

“I’ve just got to prove to people that I’m ready to go up,” Adams said. “I had a good spring. I thought I had 

a good shot of breaking with Charlotte and didn’t. I was fine with that. I came in here and just didn’t start 

how I wanted to. I think that was all on me. I was kind of dealing with some other stuff but I’m just glad to 

get on a good routine now and just come in every day working and hopefully it will pay off for me.” 

 After making his debut in High-A in 2014, you would imagine that 23-year-old left-hander Ian Clarkin is a 

little relieved to finally be in Double-A, and seeing some real progress toward being in a major league 

rotation. 

“It’s not a relief to not being throwing the ball well,” Clarkin said. “I have high expectations for myself, I 

have extremely high expectations for myself, which can be a good thing and a bad thing. I need to throw 

the ball better, is what I’m worried about. If I’m in Chicago, if I’m in rookie ball, I need to throw the ball 

better than I have been and I’m not far off, which is why I’m not freaking out about it.” 

Fair enough. 

An oblique injury limited Clarkin to 11 innings after he was traded from the Yankees last July along with 

Blake Rutherford and Tito Polo. So far in Birmingham, he’s struggled to a 6.45 ERA in seven starts, with 

18 strikeouts and 17 walks in 37 2/3 innings. He and his pitching coach have come to a pretty clear 

agreement about what he needs to do: get ahead of hitters. 

So, how does he do that? 

“Throw more strikes,” Dotson said. “There’s an easy answer.” 

Fair enough again. 

“Yesterday, I was 1-for-10 when I was ahead,” Clarkin said last week. “They batted .100 off of me when I 

was ahead. They went 6-for-8 off me when I was behind. So it’s just little things like that. Things that you 

can control.” 

Clarkin has been trying to implement a changeup that breaks in the opposite direction, and therefore 

complements his slider, curveball and cutter. But he doesn’t think he’s executed his pitches early enough 

in the count to even give himself a fair opportunity to test it out as a swing-and-miss pitch late in counts. 

“Not being rotational is the biggest thing,” Clarkin said. “That’s caused me to do a lot of bad things. That’s 

caused me to get flat, that’s caused me to come around my changeup, come around my slider, come 

around my breaking ball. Bad habits, they show. It’s good to get this stuff go out, though. Good to get it 

out early in the season where it’s not late going into the offseason thinking about it. I still have time to fix 

all that.” 

The changeup also needs to get slower, per Dotson. Clarkin is not a reliever, though Dotson pointed out 

that developing him as a starter could still help if he ends up in the bullpen down the road, since it 

provides him more regular access to work sessions between starts. In the meantime, he needs to improve 

his command of different speed levels, and eliminate his control problems created by his rotation, 

because he doesn’t have the margin of error to add extra baserunners. 



“He doesn’t have overpowering stuff,” Dotson said. “He’s got to pitch. He’s got to pitch better; location and 

a mix of speeds is the most important thing. We preach that to all of them, even the guys with the really 

good stuff.” 

For a 23-year-old high school draftee, Clarkin is still raw from a developmental aspect. He’s yet to exceed 

100 innings in a professional season, and a full healthy season could still see his command sharpen and 

enable the ground ball arsenal he’s trying to build, and reach the back-end starter potential The Athletic‘s 

Emily Waldon identified. 

“I’m excited for what we have in store ahead,” Clarkin said. “Just because the results aren’t there 
doesn’t mean the work isn’t being put into it. It’s been a little been frustrating because I’ve had all good 
work days leading into a start and then the results haven’t been there on one day. So what? At the end 
of the day you’re not happy about it, but I still feel good.”

Gammons: Rebuilding can be a painful process, something the White Sox and other teams know 
too well 
By Peter Gammons / The Athletic / May 16, 2018 
 
What made it worse was that it unraveled in the brand-new Wrigley Field, in the posh Wrigleyville 

neighborhood with the hotel and restaurants and bars and a players’ downstairs playroom lined with video 

games and Eddie Vedder guitars. 

When the 2016 World Champion Cubs batted for the first time on Friday night against the White Sox, they 

scored five runs. On Saturday, the Cubs scored four times in the first inning, and, when Mother’s Day 

mercifully arrived, the team that generations ago inspired the poetic line “there’s nothing lonelier than 

being a South Sider in a city of North Siders” were in last place in a division that did not have a team over 

.500, with nine wins and the worst record in major league baseball. 

“The reality is that this is the second full year in a rebuild,” says White Sox GM Rick Hahn. “But the 

process can be hard. Difficult. I understand why fans get frustrated. It wasn’t an easy process for the 

Cubs or Astros or the Royals. We’re not trying to lose; the difference between the second and third draft 

choice, whatever, is not something teams tank for. There are benefits to picking high. But no one’s trying 

to lose, because losing wears on everyone.” 

Says Miami Marlins manager Don Mattingly, “I don’t buy the concept of tanking because trying to lose 

sends the opposite message to the culture a team like the Marlins is trying to develop.” 

What is striking is that in the week before they went to Wrigley, two American League general managers 

opined that the White Sox were on the verge of beginning the road to recovery, and that as their young 

pitchers learned and adjusted, they could be in 2019 what the Twins became in 2017. “Rick Hahn has 

quietly and modestly done very well managing in what is a dirty job,” says one GM. “People throw this 

‘rebuild’ term around too casually. It requires smart talent assessment in trades, good drafts, hard work in 

the international market and a lot of patience.” 

Theo Epstein and Jeff Luhnow began the rebuilds in Wrigleyville and Houston in the winter of 2011-12. 

The Cubs won it all in Year Five. The Astros did so in Year Six. The Royals won in Dayton Moore’s ninth 

full season. 

So when the new ownership of the Marlins unloaded whatever talent they could last offseason and 

predicted a quick turn back to their last championship season in 2003, their assurances may have simply 

been business necessities. Before he sold the team, Jeffrey Loria realized that he had to do the same 

thing, but the Marlins are starting over without the market potential of the Astros and Cubs, without the 



goodwill of the Royals’ market, and without the front office depth of most other teams. The Padres had a 

head start on building organizational talent and A.J. Preller is a master evaluator. The Tigers and Reds 

are in conceptual stages. Baltimore is without so much as a concept. 

Before winning it all, the Cubs endured seasons in which they lost 101, 96 and 91 games, and while they 

did get an MVP from the second pick in a draft in Kris Bryant, their reconstruction was complex. As was 

the rebuilding of the Astros, who, when Luhnow arrived, already had José Altuve, George Springer and 

Dallas Keuchel in the organization. Having the first pick in the draft did get them a franchise player in 

Carlos Correa. But, don’t forget, two years in a row the first pick netted them Mark Appel and Brady 

Aiken, both disappointments; their path to being the best team in the sport was more complicated than 

simply having the first pick. Epstein and Luhnow were on their third managers when they won. 

“Things have to break right sometimes,” says Cubs general manager Jed Hoyer. But it wasn’t a break that 

when Hoyer and Jason McLeod joined Epstein in Chicago, one of their first moves was to engineer a deal 

with the Padres for Anthony Rizzo. 

“When you go into one of these rebuilds, you cannot be timid,” says Hoyer. “You have to be bold. That 

may mean trading a popular player. Or trading for players you believe are key building pieces, even if 

they’re not high on Baseball America or MLB.com prospect lists.” 

No team, however, rebuilds without some questionable decisions. The Astros released J.D. Martinez and 

traded Josh Hader for Carlos Gomez. The Cubs dumped DJ LeMahieu. But the depth of the front offices 

and planning were so complex, detailed and focused that, while they knew they’d make mistakes, they 

didn’t concern themselves with criticism. 

Hoyer maintains the Cubs actually got ahead of themselves. “We thought 2015 would be a very important 

year for us,” Hoyer says. “But things began falling in place the second half of 2014 and we moved 

forward.” Jake Arrieta, stolen from the Orioles, had a monster second half in ‘14. Kyle Hendricks came on. 

They were 33-35 following the All-Star break. After that season they traded for Dexter Fowler; signed Jon 

Lester and John Lackey; brought up Bryant in 2015; saw Kyle Schwarber arrive to hit 16 homers in 69 

games; and Arrieta won the Cy Young and beat the Pirates and Cardinals in the playoffs before losing to 

the Mets in the NLCS, back when Matt Harvey was as good as anyone. 

For 2016, they got Ben Zobrist and Jason Heyward and, before the deadline, traded their best prospect, 

Gleyber Torres, for Aroldis Chapman. The Cubs knew they didn’t have the bullpen to make it through 

three October playoff series without him. They were playing to eradicate 1908. 

The Astros’ process was similar. Under manager A.J. Hinch, they won the wild card play-in game at 

Yankee Stadium in 2015. When they finished third in ‘16, Luhnow knew he had built a very good team 

that required some veteran presence, so he brought in Brian McCann, Charlie Morton, Yuli Gurriel (who 

had signed the previous summer), Josh Reddick and Carlos Beltrán. 

And while the Cubs had the ghosts of 1908, the Astros dealt with much more concrete threats in 2017: 

Hurricane Harvey and Hurricane Maria. Here, owner Jim Crane rose to the occasion. With several Puerto 

Ricans on the team, from Correa to Beltrán to Alex Cora to Alex Cintron, Crane flew supplies and aid to 

the island, and brought families off the island to Houston, which had also been battered by its own storm. 

“We knew that we could make a difference in the lives of the people devastated by the floods and tragic 

conditions in Houston,” said Crane. Right down to insisting that the late August waiver deal for Justin 

Verlander get finished. That, of course, was an instrumental trade for the Astros, who went on to win the 



World Series. And, with the organizational talent still so deep, they were able to deal prospects over the 

winter for Gerrit Cole, giving the Astros the best starting pitching in the game. 

Now, back to the White Sox, and their rebuild. Hahn traded Chris Sale to Boston for two top-tier 

prospects, Yoan Moncada and Michael Kopech, and a third, Luis Alexander Basabe, who, when healthy, 

can be an everyday leadoff-hitting center fielder. He got three pitchers from Washington for Adam Eaton. 

He traded Todd Frazier, David Robertson, and Tommy Kahnle to the Yankees for two former high picks. 

He dealt José Quintana, whom he had signed to a reasonable contract that was easy to trade, for a 

potential star in Eloy Jiménez and another big arm, Dylan Cease, who one scout recently said “was 

throwing 99 as he got to 100 pitches.” 

“We know there is a lot of learning going on, especially with some of our young pitchers on the major 

league level,” says Hahn. Reynaldo López, from the Eaton deal, has been very impressive. Lucas Giolito, 

also acquired in that deal, is learning. So is Carson Fulmer, the eighth pick in the 2015 draft. Carlos 

Rodón, the third pick in the 2014 draft, should be back soon after undergoing shoulder surgery. Kopech, 

Cease, Alec Hansen and Dane Dunning are not far away from the big leagues. 

Twenty-year-old Cuban outfielder Luis Robert looked like a future star in spring training. Catcher Zack 

Collins is en route. Outfielder Blake Rutherford, a former Yankee first-rounder, “has made major progress 

in the Carolina League,” according to one veteran scout. 

It is, after all, Year Two of the White Sox rebuild. In 2021, Jiménez, Moncada and Robert might be 

established, top-level players. Five or six of the pitchers could be significant, and maybe a couple of 

others will be used to acquire veteran position players. Perhaps, after the 2020 season, ownership will 

jump into the Mookie Betts free agent sweepstakes. 

It doesn’t make daily 5-0, 4-0, 2-0 first inning deficits on Crosstown Weekend any more palatable, but 

there’s perspective provided by the Cubs, and by the Astros. The White Sox are never going to be the 

Cubs, and they know it. As they head to Year Four in 2020, they can find an identity, the Clippers to the 

Lakers, but with reasoned management. While the Marlins that season will be in Year Three of a rebuild 

that right now has a barebones organization and the lowest average attendance in the majors, the White 

Sox haven’t drawn fewer than 1.6 million fans in this century. 

Hahn didn’t begin the beguine with a future MVP, future World Series MVP and Cy Young winner in the 

weeds in Winston-Salem. He didn’t start with the base of a Cubs Nation. 

They simply have to get past a couple of ugly nationally-televised first innings, start crawlin’ from the 

wreckage and believe every day is a brand new start.

 

 

 

 

 


