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Covey's struggles continue in loss to Indians 
Late rally falls short after righty allows 6 runs in 2 2/3 innings 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / August 12, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- What should the White Sox do with Dylan Covey? 
 
It's one of the many questions they've tried to answer during Year 2 of the development stage of their 
rebuild, with numerous young players being given a chance to prove their fit. Covey made his 16th start of 
the 2018 season in Sunday's 9-7 loss to the Indians at Guaranteed Rate Field, and the last 10 starts 
seem to indicate the right-hander could potentially move toward a bullpen role, at least in the short term. 
 
But after falling to 42-75 overall and completing a 1-5 homestand, White Sox manager Rick Renteria 
stuck by his struggling starter. 
 
"As it stands right now, he's absolutely still in the rotation," said Renteria of Covey. "[White Sox pitching 
coach Don Cooper] and I will sit down, but right now, until further notice, he's still in the rotation. If we 
need to make an adjustment, we will, I'm sure. 
 
"We need him to continue to gain more experience in that starter's role. As much as we can, continue to 
give him a chance, try to develop his skill set." 
 



Covey allowed six earned runs on seven hits over 2 2/3 innings against Cleveland, striking out three and 
walking two. He dipped to 1-8 in in his past 10 starts, with 46 earned runs given up on 60 hits over 46 1/3 
innings. The right-hander made an adjustment to his sinker, Covey's best pitch, in the third, but it was too 
late. 
 
"If I pound down in the zone, they pound it into the ground. I think I climbed the ladder a bit too much 
today," Covey said. "These hitters have a weakness up in the zone, but I throw sinkers, so it's hard to 
attack up in the zone when I throw a sinker. 
 
"I just need to trust my stuff and be down in the zone regardless of what a scouting report might say. If I'm 
down in the zone, I'll be better. It's just an adjustment I need to make earlier rather than making the 
adjustment in the third inning when I have 80 pitches." 
 
This tough run came after Covey opened with an impressive six start stretch where he outdueled Chris 
Sale at Fenway Park in a 1-0 victory on June 8 and beat the Indians on June 13 at home. Covey even 
mixed in a two-hitter over 8 1/3 innings against the Mariners at Safeco Field on July 21 for his only win in 
his past 10 starts. 
 
The White Sox have a strong replacement option if a bullpen direction is what they choose for Covey. 
Michael Kopech, the team's No. 2 prospect per MLB Pipeline, has been dominating the International 
League opposition in his last six starts for Triple-A Charlotte. The right-hander has a 3-0 record with a 
1.89 ERA to go with 50 strikeouts and a mere four walks yielded in 38 innings. 
 
Kopech started Saturday for Charlotte, so he would be on track to pitch Friday or Saturday at home 
against the Royals next weekend. General manager Rick Hahn has spoken of top prospects such as 
Kopech and outfielder Eloy Jimenez fulfilling a checklist of things to accomplish beyond the numbers 
before a callup is made, so nothing is certain, even with rosters expanding after Sept. 1. 
 
• Jimenez, Kopech, Cease impressing at Triple-A 
 
Cleveland scored four in the first, punctuated by a Melky Cabrera three-run homer against his old team. 
Carlos Carrasco settled in with a six-run lead, and he retired 16 in a row after Adam Engel's second-
inning single before departing after seven. Hector Santiago took the ball from Covey in the third and 
allowed one unearned run in 3 2/3 innings. 
 
Despite trailing by six runs entering the ninth, the White Sox brought the tying run to the plate and closer 
Cody Allen into the game. Dan Otero hit Avisail Garcia with a pitch with one out in what seemed like a 
non-descript act at the time. But Yoan Moncada and Tim Anderson followed with singles to score a run. 
Kevan Smith singled home a second run and Engel tripled in two with a line drive off the glove of Greg 
Allen in left-center. 
 
Allen struck out Nicky Delmonico and Yolmer Sanchez to end the game and send Covey to a fourth 
straight loss. 
 
"[Covey's] pitches were coming back over the plate. He wasn't hitting his spots and Smitty felt like he 
wasn't trusting letting it go," Renteria said. "He's got to continue to trust what he has, and that's basically 
the bottom line, so he can execute and make his pitches. 
 
"We'll just continue, and trying to allow him the opportunity to gain some ground. We'll just continue to 
move with him." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Engel does it again: Some outfielders go their entire career without making one home run-stealing catch. 
Engel made his third in a six-game homestand on Sunday, and this one might have been his best yet. 
With two runners on and one out in the eighth, Engel raced into right-center to track down a Yonder 
Alonso fly ball with a 102.3-mph exit velocity, per Statcast™. He leaped with his body against the wall, 



reached over and robbed Alonso of his 21st home run in support of reliever Thyago Vieira. Engel then 
homered in the bottom half of the frame, his third of the season and first since June 3 vs. Milwaukee, and 
he followed that up with a two-run triple in the ninth. 
 
His catch appeared to give the White Sox a little life against the Indians' bullpen. 
 
"That's a lot of fun, any time you can help the pitcher out. It gives the team confidence and a little 
momentum. It's good," said Engel, who also took homers away from New York's Greg Bird and Kyle 
Higashioka this week. "Just the chances of there being three balls in one week that you have the 
opportunity to go up and bring back I feel like is slim. 
 
• Engel robs third homer this week 
 
"It's cool that it happened and I was glad I was able to make the plays for my pitchers. You do it a decent 
amount in practice. You have an idea. It's cool in a game. That's really the best way to describe it. It's a 
really cool feeling to come back with it and you know you saved at least one run." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"A lot of hugging, I feel like. I've gotten hugs from all three guys. I know they appreciate it and that's why 
we do it." -- Engel, on the pitchers' reaction to his home run saving catches 
 
UP NEXT 
The White Sox begin a brief three-game road trip to Detroit on Monday night with first pitch at 6:10 p.m. 
CT. Reynaldo Lopez is scheduled to make his 24th start of the season and fourth career against the 
Tigers, while Artie Lewicki starts for Detroit. Lopez has a 1.93 ERA in his last two starts but is 2-3 with a 
5.06 ERA and a .286 opponents' average over his last five starts on the road. 

 
Adam Engel robs his 3rd home run this week 
After robbing Yanks twice in previous series, White Sox outfielder at it again vs. Tribe 
By Matt Kelly / MLB.com / August 12, 2018 
 
Many kids scale the fences of their backyards or local diamonds dreaming of that one moment when they 
pull off a perfect home run robbery. Adam Engel has experienced that thrill in the big leagues three times 
… in the past week. 
 
The White Sox center fielder pulled back three potential dingers over the last six days, saving a total of 
seven runs for Chicago on those three plays alone. Those in tune with advanced metrics might have 
already known about Engel's defensive prowess; he entered Sunday tied for third in Statcast™'s Outs 
Above Average metric for outfielders. But now a larger audience is getting a look at just how talented 
Engel is with his glove, thanks to his heists in center field. 
 
"That's something I take a lot of pride in, show up every day and trying to help the team win in any way 
that I can," Engel said Sunday. "Defensively, it's something I know I can count on." 
 
Engel's remarkable run began Monday, when he hovered above the yellow line seemingly forever before 
hauling in a potential three-run homer for Yankees first baseman Greg Bird. The ball came off the bat with 
an ideal combination of a 103.4-mph exit velocity and a 30-degree launch angle, per Statcast™, and 
similar batted balls cleared the wall roughly three out of four times from 2015-17. 
 
"It's funny because he's made a lot of those catches for us before," White Sox manager Rick Renteria 
said of Engel's first catch. "I didn't think he was going to be able to get up there and get it. Again, Engy is 
one of those guys that can pull out some plays for you in center field and that was one of them." 
 
Engel robbed the Yankees again Tuesday, reaching up and way back to snag a solo homer away from 
catcher Kyle Higashioka. 
 



"Tonight it kind of felt surreal," Engel said. "It was like, 'I can't believe I had another opportunity to make a 
play like that.' Just a crazy coincidence it happened in back-to-back nights. Any time you make a nice 
play for your pitcher, it's always fun." 
 
Engel's pair of grabs led Yankees manager Aaron Boone to wonder postgame about his team's bad luck, 
and garnered a hat tip from slugger Giancarlo Stanton, who was fortunate enough to see his wall-
scraping grand slam clear the wall in right field instead of center on Wednesday. 
 
"Good thing he wasn't playing right," Stanton said of Engel. 
 
While the Yankees rolled out of town, Engel wasn't done just yet. Sunday may have marked his most 
impressive catch yet, as the second-year player leapt up and let his momentum carry him to make a play 
that left Yonder Alonso and the Indians shaking their heads. 
 
"Just the chances of there being three balls in one week that you have the opportunity to go up and bring 
back, I feel like, is slim," Engel said after Sunday's 9-7 loss. "It's cool that it happened, and I was glad I 
was able to make the plays for my pitchers." 
 
That may be a giant understatement. White Sox pitchers certainly know when Engel is roaming center 
field behind them, and it's probably safe to say American League hitters are well aware of his presence 
now, too. 

 
Jimenez already looks like big league hitter 
Kopech, Cease going through dominant stretch at Triple-A 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / August 12, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- Mike Gellinger has worked with Hall of Famers Jim Thome, Ken Griffey Jr. and Frank 
Thomas at the big league level for the White Sox. So the organization's current Minor League hitting 
coordinator knows a thing or two about top-notch hitters. 
 
Eloy Jimenez, the No. 1 White Sox prospect and No. 3 overall prospect in baseball, per MLB Pipeline, 
would fall in that lofty category, although certainly not with the polish or experience of the aforementioned 
trio. 
 
"He's a big league hitter," Gellinger told MLB.com of Jimenez. "He does a lot of great things. 
 
"I do think that it's good that he's going through the whole process. I think it's going to pay off in the long 
run. But he's a big league hitter, no doubt. Hits the ball to all fields with power." 
 
Not only does Jimenez, 21, look like a big league hitter, but Gellinger agrees he has a big league 
presence and knows he belongs. Jimenez launched his 10th home run for Triple-A Charlotte on Saturday, 
giving him a .335 average, .988 OPS, 20 homers and 64 RBIs between stops with the Knights and 
Double-A Birmingham this season. It's much more of a when and not an if in terms of when Jimenez 
arrives with the White Sox. But Gellinger, who has watched the after-effects of more than a few prospects 
accelerated to the Majors, reiterated Jimenez will benefit from this current plan. 
 
"There's a process through the whole thing," Gellinger said. "In the big leagues, they are going to be 
consistent with the way they pitch. Every team, they all get the same information. The information is 
greater. He's going to get pitched to his weaknesses every night. Whether pitchers can do it or not, it's to 
be seen. 
 
"In Triple-A right now, there might be only half the teams or three quarters of the teams are pitching him 
to that plan and doing those things toward his true weakness, because not every team is as detailed with 
their presence. So by him going through the whole process and seeing everybody, he's learning also, 'Oh, 
man, this team does this to me, they pitch me this way or they do that and try to get me out this way. I'm 
going to have to get better at that.' 



 
"He's sharp. He knows it," Gellinger said. "He's a sharp cat when it comes to that." 
 
Learning from Hall of Famers 
 
Both Thomas and Thome mentioned Gellinger in their respective Hall of Fame speeches. Gellinger also 
was on hand Saturday night at Guaranteed Rate Field for Jim Thome Night, in recognition of Thome's 
recent induction. 
 
The work with hitters such as Thome and Thomas became numerous lessons learned as well for 
Gellinger, who served as the White Sox MLB computer scouting analyst from 1997-2010, but worked as 
an unofficial but well-respected assistant hitting coach under Greg Walker. 
 
"You learn as much from them as you do actually teaching them," Gellinger said. "You hear them talk and 
express how they feel and what they are going through, and those things carry over to you trying to think 
about what you can say to help them. Not always be on the right page, but you come up with stuff like, 
'Wow that's interesting that they think that way.'" 
 
No set pitching limits for young hurlers 
 
White Sox manager Rick Renteria said there are no set innings limits yet placed upon young hurlers such 
as Reynaldo Lopez, Lucas Giolito and Dylan Covey. 
 
"We haven't really talked in depth about it," Renteria said. "I'm sure the next 10 days or so, two weeks, we 
might have some conversations with where we're at with that. Right now, we're just allowing things to 
unfold and see how they continue to progress." 
 
Third to first 
 
• Ken "Hawk" Harrelson, the White Sox iconic play-by-play television voice, was absent from the 
broadcast Sunday, as the White Sox announced Harrelson was under the weather. Harrelson is in his 
33rd and final season, working primarily home Sundays. He is scheduled to do the game with Paul 
Konerko on Aug. 19, and A.J. Pierzynski on Sept. 2. 
 
• Here's a look at right-handed pitcher Michael Kopech, the No. 2 White Sox prospect per MLB Pipeline, 
over his last six starts for Triple-A Charlotte: 3-0, 1.89 ERA, 38 IP, 32 H, 8 ER, 3 HR, 4 BB, 50 K. 
 
• And here's a look at right-hander Dylan Cease, the No. 5 prospect, over his last seven: 2-0, 1.08 ERA, 
41 2/3 IP, 20 H, 5 ER, 2 HR, 16 BB, 57 K. 

 
You gotta be bleepin' me: Adam Engel caps week of ridiculous home-run robberies with his best 
one yet 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / August 12, 2018 
 
If Adam Engel wants to tout his Gold Glove candidacy, he only needs to send tape in from this week to do 
it. 
 
The White Sox center fielder made a pair of sensational catches earlier this week in a series against the 
New York Yankees, robbing Greg Bird and Kyle Higashioka of home runs. But his finest grab yet came in 
Sunday’s series finale with the Cleveland Indians, when he leaped for an amazing theft of Yonder Alonso 
in the eighth inning. 
 
No wonder they call him the Man of Steal. 
 



"Just the chances of there being three balls in one week that you have the opportunity to go up and bring 
back, I feel like, is slim," Engel said after the game. "It’s cool that it happened, and I was glad I was able 
to make the plays for my pitchers." 
 
And to follow it all up, he homered in the bottom of the inning, practically hitting it to the same spot where 
he made that catch moments earlier. Then, he added a two-run triple in the bottom of the ninth to bring 
the White Sox within two runs after they trailed 9-1 not much earlier. 
 
Engel’s making a crazy habit of these highlight-reel snags, showing that no matter what his season-long 
offensive numbers might be, he provides a ton of value defensively. 
 
Christopher Kamka 
@ckamka 
 Adam Engel home run robbery list - last 7 days 
 
Greg Bird (2 runners on) - Monday 
Kyle Higashioka (none on) - Tuesday 
Yonder Alonso (2 runners on) - Sunday 
 
He saved 7 runs just on those 3 plays alone. In a 7-day span#WhiteSox 
 
"That’s something I take a lot of pride in, show up every day and trying to help the team win in any way 
that I can," Engel said. "Defensively, it’s something I know I can count on. Just make sure to try to work 
on that every day. Make sure I stay sharp, and offensively hopefully I can get it going." 
 
Hawk Harrelson wasn’t in the booth for Sunday’s game, but if he was, you can bet he’d have said it about 
Engel’s string of robberies: “You gotta be bleepin’ me!” 

 
As Dylan Covey's struggles continue, could a door open for Michael Kopech? 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / August 12, 2018 
 
Eloy showing power to all fields 
  
Could Covey's struggles open a door for Kopech? 
  
Engel caps week of robberies with best one yet 
Let’s make one thing very clear: Rick Hahn has said for months that what is occurring at the major league 
level this season will have no bearing on when the White Sox opt to promote their top prospects. 
 
It’s been a very logical stance the entire time, with the big league team not expected to contend for a 
playoff spot, and that has indeed been what has happened, the White Sox dropping to 33 games below 
.500 with Sunday’s loss to the visiting Cleveland Indians. Rushing the promotion of someone like Michael 
Kopech or Eloy Jimenez — guys expected to make impacts for years to come — with the goal of 
improving the major league team’s chances in this one season simply made no sense and continues to 
make no sense. 
 
But unless the White Sox are waiting until at least Sept. 1, the date rosters expand across the big 
leagues, to bring these guys to the South Side, there perhaps could be a major league factor to the 
promotion of, specifically, Kopech: Whose spot in the starting rotation would he take? 
 
While success or failure among the team’s starting pitchers has nothing to do with where Kopech is in his 
development, in the event all five were pitching well, it would make finding a spot for him once he was 
ready difficult. 
 
There was a thought that James Shields, a veteran who doesn’t appear to fit into the organization’s long-
term plans, could draw trade interest and provide a boost to the pitching depth of a contending club. Such 



a move didn’t happen before the non-waiver trade deadline and it hasn’t happened since, though perhaps 
it still could before the waiver deadline at the end of this month. 
 
So if Shields sticks around for the duration of the campaign, where would a promoted Kopech pitch? 
 
Carlos Rodon, Lucas Giolito and Reynaldo Lopez are all part of the those aforementioned long-term 
plans, which leaves only Dylan Covey heretofore unmentioned. Covey was pitching well enough earlier in 
the season to spur conversation that he could be a surprise addition to the teams of the future. But things 
have taken a sour turn since. His numbers of late have brought about speculation that he could be moved 
out of the rotation, even though manager Rick Renteria affirmed that Covey was still a part of the starting 
staff after Sunday's game. But should the White Sox bring Kopech up before the season ends, perhaps 
Covey could be the odd man out. 
 
Covey was again roughed up Sunday, tagged for six runs in a brief, 2.2-inning outing that inflated his 
ERA to 8.94 over his last 10 starts. While Shields, Giolito, Lopez and the ace-like Rodon have shown 
positives on the mound this season and particularly in recent weeks, Covey’s been unable to produce 
quality results, with one or two exceptions, over the past couple months. 
 
Again, going by what Hahn’s been saying all along, Kopech’s development is going to determine when 
he’s promoted. How Covey or Shields or anyone else is pitching at the major league level won’t have 
anything to do with Kopech’s readiness. 
 
While Hahn has also repeatedly mentioned that there are things the team is looking at besides box 
scores when it comes to making a decision on Kopech, the right-hander’s numbers have been 
outstanding of late. Over his last six starts, he’s got a 1.89 ERA with 50 strikeouts and only four walks in 
38 innings of work. 
 
But while the Sept. 1 date might make sense and prevent some choices this rebuilding team doesn’t 
really need to make, Hahn has also described how the White Sox treated top prospects a season ago as 
a kind of template for how to look at Kopech and Jimenez this season. Yoan Moncada made his White 
Sox debut on July 19. Lopez made his White Sox debut on Aug. 11. Giolito made his White Sox debut on 
Aug. 22. That’s to say there’s a precedent for these highly touted prospects debuting in August, prior to 
that Sept. 1 date, and in one case just a week out from it. 
 
The White Sox will not look at Covey’s struggles and make a move with Kopech with the goal of 
improving the big league rotation in 2018. But Covey’s struggles could force the team to find another 
place for him. And if that’s the case, there’s one very strong candidate to fill that spot pitching at Triple-A 
Charlotte. 

 
Add power to all fields to the list of Eloy Jimenez's strengths 
By Dan Santaromita / NBC Sports Chicago / August 12, 2018 
 
Eloy Jimenez is having a dominant season in the minors this season and there are plenty of ways to 
show that. 
 
How about a pretty hit spray chart? 
 
View image on Twitter 
View image on Twitter 
 
Daren Willman 

✔ 

@darenw 
 .@whitesox prospect Eloy Jimenez is hitting .335 with 20 homers, 25 doubles and 2 triples between AA 

and AAA this season... Here's his base hit spray chart. 😍😍😍 #PowerToAllFields 

 



This shows Jimenez's power to all fields. That's four in the left field corner, four in left center, four in 
straight away center field, four in right center and four in the right field corner. It's actually perfectly 
balanced. 
 
As for balls that stay in the park, his hits are slightly more skewed towards pulling the ball. Still, Jimenez 
shows the ability to hit the ball to all fields and hit it for power to all fields. 
 
Jimenez is hitting .354 with 10 home runs in 34 games with Triple-A Charlotte. Overall in 2018 he is 
hitting .331/.379/.597 with 20 home runs in 87 games between Double-A and Triple-A. 

 
White Sox center fielder Adam Engel makes it 3 home-run robberies in a week 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / August 12, 2018 
 
Can you have a hat trick in baseball? 
 
Adam Engel made his third highlight-reel, home-run-robbing grab at the center-field wall in a week during 
the White Sox’s 9-7 loss to the Indians on Sunday. 
 
In the eighth inning, Yonder Alonso sent Thyago Vieira’s fastball on its way into the seats when Engel 
raced toward the warning track, stutter-stepped as he sized up the trajectory and made a leaping catch, 
reaching sideways and backward. 
 
He explained after the game: “Early you find the wall and have a good idea where the wall is, and then 
once you elevate, you try to watch it into the glove.” 
 
Add Alonso to robbery victims Greg Bird and Kyle Higashioka of the Yankees, whose hopes the “Man of 
Steal” dashed in back-to-back games Monday and Tuesday. 
 
After Sunday’s snag, Engel tipped his cap as the crowd roared at Guaranteed Rate Field. This town 
appreciates a three-peat. 
 
 “Just the chances of there being three balls in one week that you have the opportunity to go up and bring 
back, I feel like is slim,” he said. “It’s cool that it happened and I was glad I was able to make the plays for 
my pitchers.” 
 
For an encore, Engel homered in the eighth — close to the spot he robbed Alonso — to spark a six-run 
rally in the eighth and ninth that fell short. He went 3-for-4 with three RBIs. 
 
“He was a highlight reel today on both sides of the ball,” manager Rick Renteria said. “He just keeps 
playing. He’s chipping away, trying to improve. Today was a good day for him.” 
 
Engel took more pride in his defense, however, and said it can become contagious. 
 
“There’s definitely such a thing as defensive momentum,” Engel said. “When one guy is making plays, 
like Timmy (Anderson) has been making plays for the last couple of weeks, plays that I’ve never seen him 
make before … we try to jump on board.” 

 
Dylan Covey's latest poor outing in White Sox's 9-7 loss to Indians raises questions about his 
short-term future 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / August 12, 2018 
 
 
What now for Dylan Covey? 
 
Before Sunday’s implosion in a 9-7 loss to the Indians, White Sox manager Rick Renteria called Covey a 
potential seven- or eight-inning starter. 



 
His recent numbers suggest he has trouble making it past the fifth. 
 
Disaster struck Sunday in a four-run, 28-pitch first, capped by Melky Cabrera’s three-run home run. The 
Indians tacked on two more runs in the second, and Covey exited in the third when he couldn’t land a pair 
of low fastballs and walked Greg Allen with two outs. Hector Santiago relieved him and struck out Erik 
Gonzalez to get out of the inning. 
 
All told, Covey gave up six earned runs, seven hits and two walks and struck out three in 2 2/3 innings. 
 
Before walking Allen, Covey got Cabrera to ground out and struck out Yan Gomes. Despite the early 
damage, it’s telling that he got the hook considering the 42-74 Sox have little to play for outside of player 
development, taxing the bullpen has been a season-long concern and coaches want Covey to learn how 
to fight through adversity. 
 
Perhaps it’s an acknowledgement Covey hasn’t shown the fortitude to do that. 
 
A troubling theme in recent starts has been Covey putting men on base and things tending to spiral for 
him, particularly in the fifth inning. 
 
He entered Sunday with a 10.45 ERA in the fifth. For comparison’s sake, he had a 2.40 ERA in the first 
before Sunday’s meltdown. Covey had allowed at least two runs in the fifth in his previous three outings, 
though not all of them were earned. 
 
“We’ve seen him go through three, four innings where he’s really, really good, and all of a sudden it starts 
to falter a little bit,” Renteria said before the game. “But we have to allow him to continue to do what he 
does and give him an opportunity to learn what he’s about.” 
. 
How much more rope can Renteria afford to give him? 
 
Covey has posted 6-plus ERAs in July and August, and Sunday’s effort raised his season ERA (6.06) 
above 6 for the first time since his first start in April. 
 
Carson Fulmer similarly struggled to last past the early innings, and the Sox optioned him to Triple-A 
Charlotte in May. The Sox also have a lot of young talent — including potential call-ups such as Michael 
Kopech, who threw seven scoreless innings for Charlotte on Saturday night — that will be competing for 
mound time late in the season. 
 
Renteria might soon face an enviable dilemma in which he and his coaching staff have to pick from 
among more potential starters than they can accommodate. 
 
“We’ll probably all sit down and try to imagine, formulate what they are or are not,” he said before the 
game. “You might have seven starters and you go, gosh, we only have room for five. Does one of them 
switch to the bullpen role? 
 
“All of them have to understand what they’re capable of doing in their different roles. Some guys may not 
be as astute in a relief role as they are in a starting role. Those are going to be really good, tough 
decisions for us to make.” 
 
Hawk a late scratch 
 
Hawk Harrelson was scheduled to call Sunday’s game, but the team announced he was under the 
weather. Harrelson has been working mostly Sunday afternoon home games in his 33rd and final season 
in the Sox TV booth before he retires. 
 



He’s still on track to partner with former Sox players Paul Konerko on Aug. 19 against the Royals and A.J. 
Pierzynski on Sept. 2 against the Red Sox, which will also serve as “Hawk Day” at Guaranteed Rate 
Field. Harrelson teamed up with Frank Thomas in June.

 
If White Sox believe in limiting innings pitched, the math says to shut down Carlos Rodon soon 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / August 12, 2018 
 
With the All-Star break well in the rearview, some teams are considering putting innings limits on young 
arms that may have had a lot of wear over minor- and major-league starts — if they haven’t done so 
already. 
 
The White Sox have an abundance of youth in their rotation, so it’s a particularly relevant concern for 
them. 
 
A Fangraphs analysis before the break last month indicated Carlos Rodon has the fewest “available” 
innings remaining among the Sox’s young starters without tiring him out or risking a potential injury. 
 
Conversely, the same Fangraphs report, which calculates how much workload a pitcher can handle 
based on the previous season, found Lucas Giolito and Reynaldo Lopez have the most innings 
remaining. More than a month after that report, the pair are second (Lopez) and third (Giolito) behind 
James Shields in innings pitched. Dylan Covey is fourth after Sunday’s start and Rodon is sixth, with 
reliever Hector Santiago fifth. 
 
Rodon has looked more dominant with each start — he pitched eight scoreless innings Friday night 
against the Indians — and he continues to gain strength and control as more time passes since his 
recovery from offseason shoulder surgery. 
 
You could argue that perhaps the Sox shouldn’t push their luck. 
 
Rodon didn’t start last season until late June because of left biceps bursitis and shoulder inflammation, 
and he was shut down in early September after pitching 69 1/3 innings over 12 starts. 
 
He’s already at 72 1/3 innings this season, and based on the Fangraphs model that a young starter 
should add a maximum of 25 percent to next season’s workload, Rodon should top out at about 86 2/3 
innings this season. 
 
But that is a hypothetical limit. There is no indication the Sox plan to put the clamp on Rodon’s hot streak 
after what would amount to two more starts. 
 
Also, a study published in the Journal of Sports Medicine and Physical Fitness in 2015 looked at data 
among pitchers younger than 25, setting a year-to-year increase of 30 innings pitched as its limit. It found 
no significant correlation between innings restrictions and injuries. 
 
White Sox manager Rick Renteria said he had not yet taken an in-depth look at a plan for the staff for the 
final seven weeks of the season. 
 
“I’m sure the next 10 days or so, two weeks, we might have some conversations with where we’re at with 
that,” he said. “Right now we’re just allowing things to unfold and see how they continue to progress.” 

 
Dylan Covey struggles again but appears to keep spot in White Sox’ rotation 
By Brian Sandalow / Chicago Sun Times / August 12, 2018 
 
For whatever reason, it appears Dylan Covey will make another start for the White Sox. 
 
Covey allowed six runs and seven hits over 2 2/3 innings in a 9-7 loss Sunday to the Cleveland Indians. 
During a four-run first, Covey allowed Melky Cabrera’s three-run home run and needed 28 pitches to get 



through the inning. The second didn’t go much better, as Covey gave up RBI singles to Jason Kipnis and 
Yandy Diaz. 
 
Sunday was only a continuation of the issues for Covey, who has struggled badly other than in May, 
when he compiled a 2.38 ERA. He entered Sunday with a 5.32 second-half ERA and a 6.75 mark in 
August. He lost for the eighth time in his last nine decisions and hasn’t won since beating the Mariners on 
July 21, when he threw 8 1/3 scoreless innings. 
 
But instead of announcing that somebody else with more to show — such as Michael Kopech — will start 
soon, manager Rick Renteria sounded ready to hand Covey the ball again for his next turn. That said, the 
Renteria left himself an out to make a switch with Covey, who has a 6.06 ERA in 16 starts. 
 
 
Dylan Covey of the White Sox pitches against the Cleveland Indians during the first inning on August 12, 
2018 at Guaranteed Rate Field in Chicago, Illinois. (Photo by David Banks/Getty Images) 
 
“[Pitching coach] Don [Cooper] and I will sit down but, until further notice, he’s still in the rotation. If we 
need to make an adjustment, we will, I’m sure,” Renteria said. “But we need him to continue to gain more 
experience in that starter’s role. As much as we can, to continue to give him a chance to try to develop his 
skill set.” 
 
Other than that strong May and other brief flashes, the developments haven’t been pretty for Covey. He’s 
allowed four or more runs in nine of his last 11 games, and if he’s still auditioning to be a part of the future 
Sox rotation, his chances are likely getting worse by the outing. 
 
Yet unless something changes after a conversation between Renteria and Cooper, Covey will probably 
get another chance before Kopech or whomever else. 
 
“Every opportunity he gets is helping him build and understand what he’s capable of doing,” Renteria 
said. “We’ve seen him go through three, four innings where he’s really, really good, and all of a sudden it 
starts to falter a little bit. But we have to allow him to continue to do what he does and give him an 
opportunity to learn what he’s about.” 
 
The learning experiences have piled up for Covey. His issue Sunday was pretty easy to see, and it cost 
him early against the first-place team in the AL Central. 
 
“I feel like I was trusting my stuff today. I just feel like where I was throwing my stuff wasn’t the right 
spots,” Covey said. “Like I said, trying to go up in the zone too much. Everything I have has action down, 
so if I’m down in the zone it’s harder for hitters to lay off off-speed [pitches] that might be in the dirt and 
it’s harder for them to get barrel on the fastball. 
 
“Showing up in the zone is good, but not as much as I was trying to do today. They were ready for it. 
Good fastball-hitting team. I just need to be better with that.” 
 
In the third, Renteria ended Covey’s day after he walked Greg Allen. It doesn’t seem like that moment 
was the end of Covey’s time in the rotation. 
 
“We’ll just continue, as it stands right now, he’s absolutely still in the rotation,” Renteria said, “and trying to 
allow him the opportunity to gain some ground.” 

 
Adam Engel has day to remember in White Sox’ loss 
By Brian Sandalow / Chicago Sun Times / August 12, 2018 
 
Adam Engel did it again. And he did a couple of other things. 
 



In the top of the eighth, Engel made his third home-run theft in a week, leaping to grab Yonder Alonso’s 
drive to deep right center. Then in the bottom of the inning, Engel’s homer off Adam Cimber was his first 
since June 3. Finally, in the ninth, Engel’s two-run triple off Cody Allen pulled the White Sox to within 9-7 
to cap a 3-for-4 day. 
 
“It’s pretty cool. Like I said, any way you can help the team win,” Engel said. “Obviously we didn’t come 
out on top, but when you can save runs and drive some in, you have a good chance of winning. We 
fought and didn’t came out on top, but we made it close.” 
 
On Monday, Engel robbed the Yankees’ Greg Bird, then matched the feat the next night when he took 
away a homer from Kyle Higashioka. 
 
“Just the chances of there being three balls in one week that you have the opportunity to go up and bring 
back I feel like is slim,” Engel said. “It’s cool that it happened and I was glad I was able to make the plays 
for my pitchers.” 
 
“It’s a really cool feeling to come back with it and you know you saved at least one run,” Engel said. 
 
Time to count? 
 
With six weeks left in the season and a rotation filled with young pitchers, it might be time to start 
discussing innings limits. Or, if it isn’t, that time is getting pretty close. 
 
Before Sunday’s game, manager Rick Renteria was asked about that topic and said the team hasn’t 
talked “in depth” about it, but could soon. 
 
“I’m sure the next 10 days or so, two weeks, we might have some conversations with where we’re at with 
that,” Renteria said. “We’re just allowing things to unfold and see how they continue to progress.” 
 
That question seems to be most relevant to Lucas Giolito and Reynaldo Lopez. Giolito has thrown 125 
2/3 innings and Lopez is at 136. 
 
Still down 
 
Even after homering Saturday, Yoan Moncada wasn’t back in his customary leadoff spot against right-
handed pitchers. But Moncada did move up in the order, hitting sixth against Carlos Carrasco after 
slotting in eighth. 
 
Renteria said one positive to moving Moncada down is that it lets him see what other guys experience in 
their at-bats before he gets to the plate. 
 
“Because when you’re struggling a little bit, you’re leading off — of which he loves to do by the way — 
and you’re not having the success that you want leading off a ballgame can deflate you a little bit,” 
Renteria said. “This allows him to continue to work, get his at-bats, understand some of the things that 
[hitting coach Todd Steverson] and his staff are working with in terms of how he approaches different 
portions of an at-bat — two-strike, ahead in the count, things of that nature.” 
 
Moncada went 1-for-4 with two strikeouts. 

 
Dylan Covey’s struggles persist while Michael Kopech looks ready in Charlotte 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / August 12, 2018 
 
A little more than two months ago, this space was used to stump for the continued presence of Dylan 
Covey in the White Sox starting rotation. Despite a rocky rookie season as a Rule 5 pick in 2017, the 
early results and the life on Covey’s sinker made it at the very least look like a worthy use of a rebuilding 
season. 



 
Some of that life was still on display Sunday against leadoff man Francisco Lindor, who was frozen by a 
3-2 tailing fastball that started on his elbow and tailed back to nick to the inside corner. But while Covey 
has reliably cruised through his first trip through opposing batting orders on the strength of his sinker 
(.584 opposing OPS), only to get burned the second time through (.885 opposing OPS) when he 
searched for the command on his secondaries, the Cleveland offense simply jumped on his bread and 
butter offering from the start Sunday. 
 
“Today the off-speed stuff was there,” Covey said. “I got curveballs for strikes. Didn’t really get many good 
swings on my slider. Today was just the factor of my fastball being up in the zone when it needs to be 
down, especially with my repertoire.” 
 
Six runs in two innings, and a deflating three-run homer from Melky Cabrera later, Rick Renteria pulled 
Covey from the White Sox’s 9-7 loss after a two-out, bases-empty walk on his 80th pitch. It was a 
somewhat surprising hook given the pitch count and the relatively mild scoring threat, but simultaneously 
a timely act of prevention against further damage. Given that a career day from Adam Engel almost made 
an insane comeback possible, it’s hardly the Renteria decision that will be scrutinized going forward. 
 
“I think he’s had outings where he’s really good early,” Renteria said of Covey. “Today, it was one of 
those rare days where it started happening early. That has more to do with pitches being left out over the 
plate enough on some really good hitters and they took advantage of that situation. He started settling 
down a little bit but it wasn’t enough. His pitch count started getting up there and it was just time to go 
ahead and make a move.” 
 
As far as his struggles go, Sunday’s 2 2/3 IP, 7 H, 6 ER, 2 BB, 3 K, HR day is an outlier in the sense that 
it found Covey at war with his own approach. He said he was trying to exploit the weakness of the 
Cleveland lineup for high fastballs with a sinkerballer’s arsenal. But it’s a relatively small footnote to a long 
list of sustained struggles for Covey, as he’s put together 46 1/3 IP, 60 H, 46 ER, 25 BB, 26 K, 9 HR for 
an 8.94 ERA over his past 10 starts. That line includes 8 1/3 innings of dominance in Seattle that dragged 
his ERA down. 
 
He wasn’t optioned after the game immediately like Carson Fulmer was back in May, nor removed from 
the rotation. But after a promising and surprising start to the season, Covey is currently in the 
uncomfortable spot of being the least effective current performer in the rotation while simultaneously 
having the most unstable long-term standing. Renteria conceded it was enough to prompt a review of the 
situation. 
 
“[Pitching coach Don Cooper] and I will sit down but right now, until further notice, he’s still in the rotation,” 
Renteria said. “If we need to make an adjustment, we will. I’m sure. But we need him to continue to gain 
more experience in that starter’s role. As much as we can, continue to give him a chance, try to develop 
his skill set.” 
 
Renteria also talked about taking a moment to “sit down” with Cooper on May 11, after Fulmer struggled 
in Wrigley Field in what wound up being his penultimate start in the majors, as meetings can produce 
parameters and ultimatums, even if they don’t immediately result in moves. Which is all an elaborate 
introduction to the massive elephant in the room, which is that much more than he was in mid-May, 
Michael Kopech was at the absolute height of his considerable powers in Triple-A Charlotte on Saturday 
and looked major-league ready, as he has for several weeks now. 
 
It would only take so much finagling to push Kopech back from Thursday against the Louisville Bats to 
Saturday against the Kansas City Royals, an ideal soft landing spot for a major league debut. For 
symmetry, Kopech’s last 10 starts for Triple-A Charlotte have seen him log 58 IP, 46 H, 15 ER, 18 BB, 79 
K, 5 HR and record a 2.33 ERA as he’s benefitted from adjustments to his delivery pace, an alteration in 
his changeup grip and the introduction of his long-dormant curveball. 
 



At 120 1/3 innings pitched for the season, Kopech is 14 short of last year’s total, and the White Sox have 
mostly made a habit of increasing the workload of their young arms by 25-to-30 innings per season, 
which still allows plenty of time for a meaningful introduction and start of his acclimation to big-league 
action. It would even closely mirror the short but meaningful introduction to the majors that Lucas Giolito 
received last season. 
 
The White Sox have repeatedly stated that service time and roster opportunity are not the deciding 
factors in determining when the minor-league development phase is over for their tentpole prospects. 
There might be something in Kopech’s game the White Sox still want to see more consistently beyond 
pounding the strike zone with an electric fastball and an overwhelming two-plane slider, and perfectly 
executed one-man rundowns. But opportunity is at least a secondary logistical matter for them to solve, 
and it rarely gets much clearer than it currently stands. 

 
Sox is singular: Adam Engel, Daniel Palka offering late-season thrills for last-place team 
By Jim Margalus / The Athletic / August 13, 2018 
 
Whether the White Sox call up Eloy Jiménez and Michael Kopech this week or whether they spend the 
rest of the year pretending boxes remained unchecked in the interest of service time, the Sox should be 
approaching the end of the worst of it. 
 
The White Sox are back on a solid 104-loss pace after their week of games against likely American 
League playoff teams (New York and Cleveland) went about as well as one could expect. They were 
swept by the previously down-on-their-luck Yankees, and only eight scoreless innings from Carlos Rodón 
kept the Sox from going winless for the week, during which the Sox were literally half as good as their 
opponents (outscored 30-15). 
 
And yet it wasn’t entirely dispiriting if you watched, or worth missing if you stopped tuning in months ago. 
Rodon looks like he wants to help the Sox win on the front end of their timetable, and José Abreu 
exchanged 10th-inning homers with Giancarlo Stanton in the marquee heavyweight fight that 
circumstances have usually denied him. Hell, Kevan Smith even threw out a runner for the first time in 31 
chances in 2018. He needed Francisco Lindor to lose contact with the bag after beating the throw to 
accommodate Smith, but everything looks like lasers in the box score. 
 
But more than anything, this was a week for the guys for whom rebuilds offer their only chances. The 
window has yet to open for the Sox’s chances of contending, but it’s closing on the players who benefit 
most from the lack of overall talent. 
 
Maybe rock bottom still hasn’t arrived, but if this month is indeed the last hurrah for the one-tool heroes, 
two White Sox made the most of it this past week. 
 
There’s Daniel Palka, who contributed his third key late-inning homer of the month with a walk-off blast 
Friday. He previously sealed the Sox’s sweep over Tampa Bay with a three-run ninth-inning homer two 
Sundays ago, three days after he put the Sox ahead in the eighth inning with a two-run shot against 
Kansas City. In two of those cases, Palka had struck out in every plate appearance that day before the 
fateful blast. If Cooperstown ever christens a wing of the Hall of Fame for players who made rebuilding 
teams more bearable, Palka is working on a first-ballot case. 
 
Palka’s bid for glory on back-to-back days fell a few feet short of the center field wall in the ninth inning 
Saturday, so maybe the Sox can’t keep going back to that well. Fortunately, nobody has informed Adam 
Engel that reruns are frowned upon. 
 
Engel condensed his highlight reel into an even narrower time frame, packing three home run robberies 
into one homestand. He took away a homer from Greg Bird last Monday, then stole one from Gleyber 
Torres on Tuesday. 
 



Now, any Brent Lillibridge will tell you that confounding the Yankees multiple times in one series is 
enough to define an entire season. Nevertheless, Engel added one more grab for good measure by 
depriving Yonder Alonso of a dinger in the eighth inning on Sunday. 
 
The frequency has allowed him to refine his aesthetics at the wall. While the catch on Bird’s drive was a 
legit robbery, he timed his jump a little early, and risked jarring the ball loose when his wrist and glove hit 
the padding. His leap for Torres’ high fly was much cleaner, and yet he found another gear for Alonso, 
getting enough or a running start on the track to buy him air time for further extension. 
 
 
White Sox center fielder Adam Engel leaps to make a catch at the wall to rob Cleveland’s Yonder Alonso 
of a homer in the eighth inning Sunday. (Quinn Harris/USA TODAY Sports) 
And now he’s getting the other kind of air time, with even ESPN of all places taking notice for a few hours 
before David Bote’s pinch-hit grand slam on its national programming sent all other baseball news far 
down its front page. 
 
The 2018 White Sox haven’t spent much time in the national eye, and when they did it was for reasons 
tragic (the Little League home run allowed to the Angels) or novel (Yolmer Sánchez’s self-dousing 
celebration). The Sox haven’t given much fodder to the national content mill in the form of undeniable 
baseball excellence, so at least Engel’s defensive wizardry gave another losing week a far more 
professional sheen. 
 
Here’s where we note that Engel is a .195 lifetime hitter, and among the reasons why the Sox have been 
short on quality baseball moments over the last two years. For instance, the night before he stole a homer 
from Alonso (and added a homer and an RBI triple to a late rally afterward), Engel came off the bench 
and fouled off three bunt attempts for a strikeout. He’s accumulated 650 plate appearances since his 
promotion in May 2017 mostly because Charlie Tilson and Ryan Cordell were waylaid by massive 
injuries, while Leury García keeps getting tripped up by smaller ones. 
 
It’s not out of the question that he and Palka could play roles on eventual winners, even if they can’t 
develop their bat-to-ball skills. The problem is that baseball is increasingly unkind to position-player 
specialists in favor of ones who can pitch. The “pinch-running defensive substitute” role Engel was born to 
serve on MLB benches has been replaced by “another pitcher,” and while Palka embodies the perfect 
distillation of “left-handed thump,” that spot on the 25-man roster usually goes to “an even worse pitcher.” 
Matt Davidson is trying to supplement his lesser brand of bench power with the lowest-of-leverage relief 
work, and he’s brilliant for doing so. 
 
The case for Engel and Palka sticking – meaningfully – requires them to improve in ways that have never 
been part of their profiles, or for league-wide trends to reverse. I’m pulling for odds to be beaten one way 
or another. The benefits of rooting for an underdog story are obvious, but even accounting for fatal flaws, 
baseball is more fun when guys like Engel can be celebrated for their defense without agonizing over 
their offense, and when a Palka-shaped ballplayer breaks loose from the dugout to represent the winning 
run at the plate. 
 
In the meantime, as the White Sox run out the clock on what they hope is the worst year of the rebuild, 
Engel, Palka and others will have to be appreciated for what they can do, adjusted for an era where too 
much was asked from them. 
 


