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Arenado finalist for top Players Choice Award 
Blackmon, Holland also up for honors 

By Thomas Harding / MLB.com | @harding_at_mlb | October 6th, 2017 

Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado has been chosen as one of three finalists for the Players Choice Awards' 2017 

Major League Player of the Year. Also, Arenado and center fielder Charlie Blackmon are finalists for National League 

Outstanding Player, and closer Greg Holland is an NL Comeback Player finalist, the MLB Players Association 

announced. 

The awards will be announced exclusively on MLB Network on Nov. 8 at 6 p.m. MT. 

Arenado is joined by the Astros' Jose Altuve and the Marlins' Giancarlo Stanton as the finalists for the overall Player of 

the Year Award -- the highest on-field honor for the season. Arenado drove in 130 runs -- to become the first third 

baseman in MLB history with at least that many RBIs in a third straight year, batted .309 (his first .300 season), knocked 

37 home runs and achieved an NL-leading 37 doubles. 

Blackmon won his first NL batting title at .331, and led the league in hits (213), triples (14) and total bases (387). Plus, his 

103 RBIs and 383 total bases from the leadoff position were MLB records. He had 104 RBIs total. Blackmon also hit 37 

home runs. 

Arenado, Blackmon and Stanton are finalists for the NL Outstanding Player award. 
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Holland suffered a right elbow injury in 2015 while with the Royals, underwent Tommy John surgery that October and 

missed all of 2016. After signing with the Rockies, Holland earned an All-Star Game invitation and finished with 41 saves, 

which tied for most in the NL this season and tied Jose Jimenez (2002) for the club record. 

Holland joins Eric Thames of the Brewers and Ryan Zimmerman of the Nationals as NL Comeback Player finalists. 

Players Choice Awards benefit the Major League Baseball Players Trust, a charitable foundation established and 

operated by the players. Winning players will designate charities to receive grants totaling $260,000. The winners of the 

overall Player of the Year and Marvin Miller Man of the Year awards will receive grants of $50,000 each. Winners of the 

eight league awards will receive $20,000 grants. 

Players Choice balloting was conducted in all Major League clubhouses on Sept. 19, under the supervision of accounting 

firm KPMG.  
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Lambert, Hampson end campaign at instructs 
Rockies Nos. 5 and 8 prospects thrived with Class A Advanced Lancaster 

By William Boor / MLB.com | October 6th, 2017 

The Lancaster JetHawks fell short in the California League Finals, but still put together quite a season, finishing 79-61 and 

capturing the fifth division title in team history. 

Not only were the Rockies pleased to see their Class A Advanced affiliate have a strong season, but the organization also 

got strong performances from a couple of their top prospects -- Peter Lambert and Garrett Hampson, both of whom are 

participating in instructional league. 

Lambert, the Rockies No. 5 prospect, posted a 4.17 ERA and struck out 131 batters in 142 1/3 innings across 26 starts 

in the hitter-friendly league. 

"I think he had about three bad starts out of 30 and if you take those out of there he would have had a chance to win Cal 

League Pitcher of the Year," Rockies director of player development Zach Wilson said.Lambert, 20, was selected in the 

second round of the 2015 Draft and has shown good command early in his career. With a fastball that sits in the low 90s 

and a curveball that could become a plus offering, the right-hander has a chance to be a quality starter in the rotation. 

"The maturity, pitchability, the advanced nature of what he's able to do every day on a baseball diamond -- both on the 

mound and off as a teammate -- was expected and he even excelled in a lot of those areas," Wilson said. "I look for Peter 

to continue down this path and all in all it was another tremendous year, a big step forward for him." 

While Lambert impressed with his arm, Hampson, the Rockies No. 8 prospect, had a big season with the bat. 

Hampson, a third-round pick from the 2016 Draft, hit .326/.387/.462 in 127 games in his first full season. 

"We skipped him over [Class A] Asheville, and we knew that wasn't going to be an issue for him and I think he proved 

accordingly," Wilson said. 

Hampson doesn't have a ton of power, but he has worked on hitting the ball on the ground and utilizing his 60-grade 

speed to reach base. Hampson showcased that speed as he stole 51 bases this season. 
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"He's a tremendous athlete who has great instincts for the game and is a baseball rat and plays as hard as anybody," 

Wilson said of Hampson. "There was no doubt in my mind he was going to find success skipping over a level and he was 

able to prove us all correct." 
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MLB clears D-backs over electronic watch 
No intent found, but club, Prieto fined undisclosed amount 

By Daniel Kramer / MLB.com | October 6th, 2017 

Major League Baseball announced Friday that it found no evidence that D-backs assistant coach Ariel Prieto used an 

electronic watch he wore in Wednesday's National League Wild Card Game for any wrongdoing, though he and the club 

have been fined an undisclosed amount for violating MLB's on-field regulation for having such a device in the dugout. 

The New York Post reported Thursday that MLB was investigating the matter, as the league prohibits internet-capable 

devices on the bench. In addition to the electronic watch Prieto wore, the league also looked into Prieto's cellphone and 

found neither device was used to relay baseball-related communication during Wednesday's 11-8 win over the Rockies. 

The D-backs issued a statement on Thursday in response to the investigation. 

"Ariel Prieto has assured us that this was a simple oversight and honest mistake. The watch he wore last night was 

absolutely not used in any way related to our game, and we will make certain prior to the NLDS that it will not be an issue 

again. Ariel takes full responsibility and feels terrible that this has been a distraction of any kind." 

The fines levied to Prieto and the D-backs will be donated by the Commissioner's Office to hurricane relief efforts in 

Puerto Rico. 

The D-backs open the National League Division Series presented by T-Mobile tonight at 10:30 p.m. ET/7:30 p.m. MST 

against the Dodgers at Dodger Stadium. 
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GM Jeff Bridich facing critical free-agent decisions as Rockies enter offseason 
Colorado’s total payroll was $146.7 million, 17th in the majors. 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: October 8, 2017 at 6:00 am | UPDATED: October 8, 2017 at 3:49 pm 
 

The mood in the visitor’s clubhouse at Chase Field on Wednesday night was somber, but certainly not defeatist. 

“We did a lot of things right,” center fielder Charlie Blackmon said after the Rockies’ 11-8 loss to Arizona in the National 

League wild-card playoff game. “I don’t think you look at a successful season as a negative because of this last game. We 

saw a lot of improvement this year. We took a step forward.” 

 

Now it’s up to general manager Jeff Bridich and his staff to keep the Rockies moving forward. 

 

That’s no easy task because a number of players central to the team’s success this past season are unlikely to 

return,  including closer Greg Holland and right-fielder Carlos Gonzalez. Other key players — notably veteran catcher 

Jonathan Lucroy, first baseman Mark Reynolds and relievers Pat Neshek and Jake McGee — are also scheduled to 

become free agents. 

 

Owner Dick Monfort opened his checkbook during the past year and that helped the Rockies break a six-season losing 

streak and make the postseason for the first time since 2009. According to Spotrac, Colorado’s season-ending payroll for 

its 25-man roster was $105 million, which ranked 16th in the majors. 

Colorado’s total payroll was $146.7 million, 17th in the majors. That number includes so-called “dead money” paid to 

players such as infielder Jose Reyes ($22 million), and relievers Jason Motte ($5 million), Chad Qualls ($3.2 million) 

and Jordan Lyles ($3.175 million) who did not finish the season with the Rockies. Reyes, part of the 2015 trade with 

Toronto for Troy Tulowitzki, played the entire 2017 season with the New York Mets, but the Rockies still paid the bulk of 

his salary. 

 

All of that dead money comes off the books for 2018, as does the $20.4 million the Rockies paid Gonzalez this season. 

That should provide the club with flexibility for free-agent signings, or perhaps allow the Rockies to consider locking up 

Blackmon to a long-term contract. Blackmon, 31, led all of baseball in batting average (.331) and set major-league records 
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for leadoff men in total bases (383) and RBIs (102 of his 103 RBIs came out of the top spot in the order). Blackmon’s 

contract expires after the 2018 season, as does second baseman D.J. LeMahieu’s. 

Nolan Arenado‘s contract runs through 2019 and there has been no indication, thus far, that Colorado has talked to the 

all-star third baseman about a long-term deal. 

 

Holland’s situation is tricky. Bridich took a “calculated risk” to sign Holland last winter to a base salary of $6 million with 

incentives built in that eventually led to the closer getting paid $14 million this season. More important, Holland’s success 

triggered a clause that turned a $10 million mutual option for 2018 into a $15 million player option. 

Holland, who turns 32 next month, has said he will talk to the Rockies about returning, but there are no guarantees that he 

will. He could be seeking a free-agent contract similar to the four-year, $62 million contract Mark Melancon signed with 

San Francisco before this season. 

Teams, however, will look at Holland with a skeptical eye. He tied a franchise record with 41 saves and made his third all-

star team, posting a 1.62 ERA in the first half. But he had a 6.38 ERA in the second half and was tagged for three runs in 

the wild-card loss. 

Lucroy, whom manager Bud Black credits with helping nurture Colorado’s young rotation after arriving in a trade from 

Texas on July 30, said he’s open to returning to Colorado. 

“I’d absolutely (be interested) in coming back,” he said. “As a free agent, you look at a lot of things. I look at things even 

more than money. I want to know what teams are going to be in there. I do not want to go to a team that’s just going to be 

average. I want to go to a team that is going to be good. I want to contribute to a playoff team. 

“Look, I’m a 31-year-old catcher, so I have to get going. I want a ring, or two, or three. And I think the opportunity is 

definitely here for that to happen.” 

Bridich has said he will have “conversations” with Lucroy about re-upping with the Rockies, but has not said more than 

that. But it’s clear that Bridich was happy with the job Lucroy did behind the plate. 



    

8 
 

“To bring a veteran in that’s been around (and), knows what playoff baseball is like … he’s done a great job,” Bridich said. 

“I think every single time, especially with the starters, that he’s caught guys and they get to know each other better, he got 

more and more comfortable.” 

Reynolds, who came to spring training with a minor-league contract, became indispensable this past season, hitting 30 

home runs and driving in 97 runs. He’s 34 and not likely to land more than a one-year deal, so there is a chance the 

Rockies will bring him back. 

Black, though disappointed in his club’s quick ouster from the playoffs, is excited about the future. 

“This was a good year for our group,” he said. “A lot of things transpired that I think will help us in the future. The position 

players and the pitchers, I think there were some boxes that were checked off for some guys that will hopefully help us 

moving forward. But our guys should be very proud of how they played.” 

Rockies free agents 

A look at the Rockies who will become free agents, with their 2017 salary listed. 

RHP Greg Holland ($14 million) 

2018 outlook: Likely to exercise $15 million player option and test the free-agent market. A great first half and a shaky 

second half makes the three-time all-star’s value a big question mark. 

RF Carlos Gonzalez ($20.4 million) 

2018 outlook: Not likely to be re-signed by Rockies. Hit just .221 in the first half with an ugly .299 on-base percentage 

and .388 slugging percentage. Rebounded by hitting .377 in September with a .484 on-base percentage, .766 slugging 

percentage and six home runs. Will that be enough to land him more than a one-year deal on the open market? 

C Jonathan Lucroy ($6.25 million) 

2018 outlook: Batted .310 with a .429 on-base percentage in 46 games after mid-season trade to Rockies, but showed 

little power. Rockies are interested in bringing him back to help work with their young pitchers. 

RHP Pat Neshek ($6.5 million) 

2018 outlook:  Served up a back-breaking triple to D-backs reliever Archie Bradley in wild-card game, but overall, he had 

a terrific run with the Rockies, posting a 2.45 ERA with just one walk in 28 games after being acquired from Philadelphia. 

He’s 37, so Rockies have a chance to bring him back at a reasonable cost. 
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LHP Jake McGee ($5.9 million): 

2018 outlook: His knee healthy and his velocity back, McGee had a bounce-back season, with a 3.61 ERA in 62 

appearances. Rockies might re-sign him with an eye on making him a candidate to close. 

1B Mark Reynolds ($1.5 million): 

2018 outlook: Turned down $3 million offer to play in Korea because he wanted to return to Rockies. Slugged 30 homers 

and drove in 97 runs. Another one-year deal could be in the cards for the 34-year-old journeyman. 

RHP Tyler Chatwood ($4.4 million): 

2018 outlook: His 77 walks ranked third in the National League and that drove manager Bud Black crazy. Chatwood was 

unhappy with his demotion to the bullpen and is seeking a fresh start outside Colorado. 

C Ryan Hanigan ($1.25 million): 

2018 outlook: Played in 33 games and hit .267 as a much-needed backup. At age 37, his best bet is to sign a minor-

league deal and hope to hook up with another team, if he wants to keep playing. 
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Kiszla: Thank you, Carlos Gonzalez, for bringing joy as big as the Rockies to LoDo for 9 years 
Gonzalez and the Rockies have not discussed a contract extension since spring training 
By MARK KISZLA | mkiszla@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
October 7, 2017 at 4:19 pm 
 

It was time for goodbye. But before Carlos Gonzalez removed his Rockies uniform and washed away the sting of an 11-8 

loss that ended his team’s season and probably ended his time in Colorado, he paused to share what was in his heart. 

“Thanks for being honest with me all these years. Being honest with me is all that I could ever ask from you. If I stink, write 

that I stink. And if I’m good, just let me do my thing. I appreciate your honesty,” Gonzalez said Wednesday night, less than 

30 minutes after he played what figured to be the last of his 1,120 games in a Rockies uniform. 

Gonzalez and the Rockies have not discussed a contract extension since spring training. He is a free agent. For five 

months out of six during his ninth Colorado season, CarGo was not CarGo. He slumped. The subject of trade rumors for 

years, Gonzalez always told me to never count him as gone from Denver until he walks out the door for the final time. 

But this time the goodbye felt real. And I’m not going to lie. It was tough. Todd Helton is the best player in Rockies’ history. 

But nobody has brought more joy to wearing a Colorado uniform than CarGo. 

There’s a part of me that thinks if Gonzalez departs as a free agent, the Rockies need to reinvest his $20 million salary in 

a bid against the Royals, the Yankees and any team that pursues 27-year-old Kansas City first baseman Eric Hosmer, 

whose golden glove, clubhouse energy and dangerous bat could help Colorado get more serious about winning the World 

Series in 2018. We’ll leave that debate for another day. 

What I want to share now is the image of Gonzalez walking to the batter’s box with two outs in the top of the ninth inning, 

Colorado trailing Arizona by four runs, and 48,803 fans in Chase Field cheering like crazy to start the party in honor of a 

Diamondbacks’ victory. 

“Know what I told myself? ‘I’m not going to be the last out. Bleep that. I’m not going out that way,’” Gonzalez said. 

And know what happened? He was CarGo one more time, lining a single to center field, driving in teammate Ian Desmond 

with one more RBI for the Rockies. 

During a week when video of Carolina quarterback Cam Newton dissing a journalist was played on an endless loop, the 

never-ending grace of Gonzalez seems all the more impressive. Newsflash: At times, an athlete can be rude or 
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disrespectful. Star quarterbacks are not so different than you or me in that regard, except there’s a greater likelihood an 

athlete’s worst moment will be caught on camera. 

I stood 5 feet from Newton as he pouted like a child after a tough loss in Super Bowl 50, and shook my head again last 

week while watching him put down a female reporter for asking an intelligent question. I get the outrage. Newton was 

wrong. A little common decency should not be too much to ask, whether you’re quarterbacking a football team or driving 

home on the highway. But I don’t understand why any of us expect famous athletes to be better people than the rest of us. 

So maybe that’s why I’m so appreciative to have worked alongside Gonzalez for nine years. Dante Bichette, Walt 

Weiss and too many good men to count have worn purple pinstripes since 1993. I’ve been blessed to meet them all. But 

nobody has been more gracious, more accessible or more in love with the game of baseball than CarGo. 

“It was beautiful,” said Gonzalez, choosing not to remember 2017 for his disappointing .262 batting average, and instead 

cherishing his ninth season in Colorado for the thrill of making the playoffs, even if for only one night. 

Thank you, Mr. Gonzalez. 

From your first at-bat with the Rockies to your last, whether posting MVP-caliber statistics, gritting teeth through injury or 

being made a fool by sliders in the dirt, you have been a supportive teammate, worn a smile to the ballpark and danced 

like nobody was watching. 

See you around the batting cage, CarGo. Hope it’s soon, mi pana. 
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MLB Playoffs 2017: Three takeaways from the NL Wild Card Game for the Rockies 

Baseball is a jerk 
by Adam Peterson @playerTBNL  Oct 7, 2017, 8:00am MDT | Purple Row 
 

The twisting, turning National League Wild Card Game represented a slow descent into madness for Rockies fans. The 

11-8 defeat at the hands of the rival Diamondbacks destroyed hope early, only to tease fans by giving a little bit back at 

a time, only to dash hopes again and again. Such devastation made immediate analysis impossible. Now that it’s been a 

few days, it’s time to take stock of what transpired on Wednesday night at Chase Field. Here are a few takeaways. 

Experience matters 

Jon Gray had a fantastic season (3.67 ERA, 3.18 FIP, 9.1 K/9, 2.4 BB/9). After his worst outing of the year on July 19, he 

had a 2.64 ERA with 80 strikeouts against just 16 walks in 781⁄3 innings. He’s clearly the best pitcher on the staff 

and could go down as the best pitcher in franchise history. He was the natural choice to start the game and the 

reason why many were predicting a low-scoring affair. But these postgame comments do say a lot: 

"I was just doing too much out there," a disappointed Gray said. "I could tell that I was throwing my offspeed up in the 

zone. 

"The environment is pretty loud. You want to step up and do something good for the team. I was feeling like I needed to 

push my effort a little bit more. I think it hurt me. It's tough." 

I’m not willing to say “Jon Gray isn’t an ace” based off of one game; three runs came off a flukey Paul 

Goldschmidt home run. But I do think that the moment got to him, and that’s not what you want from the guy who’s 

getting the ball in an elimination game. The Rockies look to be in contention for the next few years, but as long as they 

share a division with the Dodgers, their path to the postseason likely goes through the gauntlet of the Wild Card Game. 

One would hope that Wednesday’s experience will serve Jon to better handle those big moments. But experience is 

something you don’t get until just after you need it. 

Bullpens are great—until they’re not 
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There were plenty of Rockies who had playoff experience heading into this game, including Pat Neshek and Greg 

Holland. Those two were the cornerstones of a bullpen that, by some measures, was among the best in the league. So, 

of course, the bullpen gave up seven runs in 72⁄3 innings. 

Baseball is a cruel, vindictive, chaos monster. Pat Neshek pitched 23 innings for the Rockies in the regular season; he 

allowed one walk, seven doubles, and one home run. He was one strike away from striking out reliever Archie 

Bradley, but he tripled to drive in two more runs. Greg Holland, who was great for the Rockies despite a terrible August, 

was also one strike away from getting out of an inning when he allowed a two-run triple. Two two-run triples off two of your 

best relievers in the biggest game of the season is something that just doesn’t happen. But this is baseball, so it did 

happen. 

After the game many people were saying the Rockies need to get better pitching, especially in the bullpen. This ignores 

the fact that the bullpen was one of the few consistent strengths of the team throughout 2017. It also ignores the fact 

that baseball tends to find the most ironic, cruel ways to crush dreams. 

The 2017 Rockies were nothing if not resilient 

The only reason Neshek and Holland were in a position to allow such back-breaking triples was because of an offense 

that refused to go away. Down 6-0 after three innings, they scored four in the fourth. It was 6-5 in the seventh when 

Bradley did unprecedented things to Neshek. The following half inning Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story homered to 

make it a one-run game again. Even down four in the top of the ninth, Desmond singled and was driven in by Carlos 

Gonzalez. They just never let up. 

The 2017 Rockies did not have a good offense. And yet, in the biggest game of the season, the players continued to 

battle. No, not every at bat was a good one, but the bench was 4-for-5. The fifth through eight spots were 5-for-11 with 

three RBI. The offense was more that up to the task on Wednesday but, again, baseball is a jerk. 

★ ★ ★ 

There’s not a lot one can takeaway from a single baseball game, even the biggest one of the year. Ultimately, when a 

game is so full of twists and turns there’s little else to do than to shrug and say, “Such is baseball, and such is life 
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Winter Came: 2017 Colorado Rockies 

Mark Townsend | Big League Stew | Oct 8, 2017, 9:31 AM 

Sorry, Colorado Rockies, but you won’t sit on the Iron Throne this season. 

You impressed us by controlling your own destiny for the entire season, despite battling foes considered to be superior. 

Then you proved it wasn’t a fluke as you fought to the bitter end before falling in the National League wild-card game. 

Despite the disappointing conclusion, these Rockies looked like a team that’s poised to make some noise, not just now, 

but for years to come. But that doesn’t mean their work is done. The Rockies, for all their positives, must replenish the 

ranks to replace key players likely to depart this winter, and to remain in the battle against the likes of the Dodgers and 

Diamondbacks. 

It won’t be easy, but nothing ever is on the battlefield known as Coors Field. 

Let’s take a deeper look at the year that was in Colorado: 

UNBOWED, UNBENT, UNBROKEN (aka WHAT WENT RIGHT) 

The Rockies may have finally solved their pitching problem by stockpiling starters and relievers that attack the strike zone 

without fear. Depth really is the key. Playing half their games at Coors Field will always be challenging because it’s so 

physically and mentally taxing. That will always force Colorado to cycle through pitchers at a high rate. This is the first 

season they’ve truly had the necessary depth to withstand those circumstances. Of course, the Rockies lineup is always 

dangerous. That was true again as MVP Nolan Arenado and Charlie Blackmon paced an offense that could be younger 

and more dynamic next season. 

THE RED WEDDING (aka WHAT WENT WRONG) 

The Rockies were in the wrong division in the wrong year. The Dodgers took control of the NL West over the summer and 

never looked back. The Diamondbacks took charge in the wild card, which meant the best the Rockies could hope for was 

what they got, a road matchup against the Diamondbacks in the NL wild-card game. They had their chance, but the best 

their pitching staff had to offer was no match for Arizona. Aside from that loss, the biggest issue this season was the 5-

year, $70 million deal they handed Ian Desmond. He was not good, and that’s a deal that could handcuff them financially. 

THE NORTH REMEMBERS (aka MOST MEMORABLE MOMENT) 

There were several memorable moments for the Rockies this season. As for the biggest? Some fans might say the day 
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they clinched the second NL wild card, but that was anti-climatic because it came on a Brewers loss. We tend to favor 

June 18, the day Nolan Arenado defeated the Giants AND completed the cycle with a dramatic walk-off home run. 

Arenado went triple, single, double his first three times to bat. Then he struck out in the seventh. His final chance came 

against Giants closer Mark Melancon in the ninth, and that’s when he unloaded. 

There were an astounding seven cycles in MLB this season. None were more dramatic or thrilling than Arenado’s. 

WORDS ARE WIND (aka MOST IMPORTANT THING TO FIX) 

As good as Jon Gray is, and as improved as the Rockies supporting cast of pitchers were in 2017, they could really use 

another top flight starter to solidify the top of their rotation. As always, the Rockies would have to be creative to land one, 

or at least willing to part with several key prospects. They’ve gone the free agent route with starting pitchers before, and 

the results were mostly disastrous. If the Rockies lose Greg Holland in free agency, that could complicate matters as they 

would also be on the look out for a new closer. Simply put, the Rockies always have, and always will, need more pitching. 

A DREAM OF SPRING (aka HOPE FOR THE FUTURE) 

Youth was served in the Rocky Mountains this season. Seven of the Rockies top 10 prospects appeared in the majors 

and played at least a small part in their NL wild-card game appearance. Even more exciting? The Rockies still have top 

infield prospect Brendan Rogers and top pitching prospect Riley Pint waiting in the wings. 

The Rockies really went young in the starting rotation, mixing in rookies German Marquez, Kyle Freeland, Antonio 

Senzatela and Jeff Hoffman with ace Jon Gray and their veterans Chad Bettis and Tyler Chatwood. The experience those 

young pitchers gained this season should prove valuable in the years ahead. 

Outfielder David Dahl and catcher Tom Murphy are the Rockies forgotten prospects after injuries derailed their 2017 

season. If Dahl in particular rebounds, it would ease the likely loss of Carlos Gonzalez. 
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Rockies look to build on best young pitching core in franchise history 
Jon Gray, Kyle Freeland, German Marquez, and other make for a very strong collection of young pitching 
by Mike Axisa |  @mikeaxisa | 20h ago • 3 min read | CBS Sports 
 
The Colorado Rockies reversed their record this season, going from 75-87 in 2016 to 87-75 and a spot in the NL Wild 

Card Game in 2017. The Rockies did lose that NL Wild Card Game to the Arizona Diamondbacks (ARI 11, COL 8), 

bringing their season to an abrupt end, but it is still a season they can be proud of. It was only the fourth trip to the 

postseason in franchise history, after all. 

 

In Charlie Blackmon and Nolan Arenado, the Rockies had two legitimate MVP candidates in 2017. Arenado set new 

career highs in doubles (40), batting average (.309), on-base percentage (.373), slugging percentage (.586), and OPS+ 

(132) while also chipping in his usual 37 homers and 130 RBI. He is a good bet to finish in the top five of the MVP voting 

for the second straight year. 

 

Blackmon had an unreal season, hitting .331/.399/.601 (142 OPS+) with 37 home runs and 104 RBI from the leadoff spot. 

Those 104 RBI are the single-season record for a leadoff hitter. Blackmon won the NL batting title and led baseball in hits 

(213), runs (137), triples (14), and total bases (387). The smart money is on him joining Arenado in the top five of the MVP 

voting. 

 

The Rockies have a strong core of position players -- they led the NL in runs this season -- but, for the first time in 

franchise history, they also have a great young group of pitchers as well. Yes, Jon Gray did get hammered in the Wild 

Card Game, but he still had an excellent season overall and is a legitimate top of the rotation starter. He is the headliner 

for this up-and-coming Rockies staff. 

Consider the top seasons in franchise history by pitchers age 25 and under: 

1. 2013 Jhoulys Chacin: +5.8 WAR 

2. 2009 Ubaldo Jimenez: +5.6 WAR 

3. 2004 Joe Kennedy: +5.6 WAR 

4. 2008 Ubaldo Jimenez: +3.8 WAR 

5. 2001 Jhoulys Chacin: +3.7 WAR 

6. 2013 Tyler Chatwood: +3.4 WAR 

7. 2017 Kyle Freeland: +3.3 WAR 
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8. 2017 Jon Gray: +3.2 WAR 

9. 2006 Jeff Francis: +3.2 WAR 

10. 2017 German Marquez: +3.1 WAR 

Three of the 10 best seasons by a Rockies pitcher age 25 and under happened in 2017. And Gray, had he not missed two 

and a half months with a foot injury, likely would've cleared +5 WAR this season, maybe even +6 WAR. Look at it another 

way: Gray posted a 3.18 FIP this season, the best in franchise history regardless of age. FIP is based on getting 

strikeouts and limiting walks and homers, three very important skills in Coors Field, and Gray did all of that better in 2017 

than any Rockies pitcher ever. 

 

The team's pitching depth goes beyond Gray, Freeland, and Marquez. Both Jeff Hoffman and Antonio Senzatela showed 

promise this season, and 20-somethings Tyler Anderson and Chad Bettis are still around as well. Anderson was slowed 

by injuries this year but pitched well in a long relief role late in the season. Bettis missed most of the year while receiving 

treatment for testicular cancer. He did return in August and it was awesome. 

 

Keep in mind these are not out of nowhere seasons for these Rockies pitchers. They were all highly regarded as minor 

leaguers. Gray was the third overall pick in the 2013 draft, picked right after Kris Bryant. Freeland and Hoffman were the 

eighth and ninth overall picks in the 2014 draft, respectively, sandwiched between Aaron Nola(seventh overall) 

and Michael Conforto (tenth overall). Baseball America ranked German as the 53rd best prospect in baseball coming into 

2017. There's a lot of talent here. 

 

Of course, Coors Field has a way of conquering even the most talented pitchers, and injuries are always a risk as well. 

Pitchers get hurt. That's what they do. And that makes it especially important that the Rockies have so many quality young 

starters and not just one or two. If anyone breaks down or takes a step back with their performance, there are others 

ready to step in. The more pitching the better, especially in Colorado. The Rockies have more of it now than ever before, 

giving the team a chance to make postseason trips an annual thing going forward. 
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A’s Matt Chapman follows path of Rockies’ Nolan Arenado 

By John Shea | SFGate| Updated 7:40 am, Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

 
Nolan Arenado will make his first playoff appearance Wednesday night when the Rockies play the National League wild-

card game in Arizona. 

 

“He definitely deserves this,” A’s rookie Matt Chapman said. “I know how competitive he is. He’s a winner. He works his 

butt off, man. The desire and passion are there. For him to be able to play in the playoffs, it’s a dream come true for him.” 

 

Chapman knows better than most. He and Arenado knew each other as kids. Opposed each other in a Little League 

championship game. Were teammates in high school. Shortstops then. Third basemen now. 

 

It’s Arenado’s fifth big-league season and the first in which the Rockies produced a winning record. Playoff games are 

rare in Colorado. In fact, the previous playoff appearance was in 2009, when Arenado was a senior at El Toro High 

School in Orange County, a teammate of Chapman, who was a sophomore. 

 

“It’s fun to come to the park every day,” Arenado said during the Rockies’ late-September visit to San Francisco. “Put it 

this way: I wake up in the morning, and I can’t wait to go to the ballpark. Last year, it was, ‘Man, I can’t wait to go to the 

beach. Let’s get this offseason going.’” 

 

Chapman is pulling for Arenado, his fellow third baseman and a player he admired growing up. It took a while for 

Chapman to physically develop. He didn’t get drafted out of high school like Arenado, who was a second-round selection 

and started his pro career at 18. Chapman went to Cal State Fullerton and evolved into an A’s first-round pick, 25th 

overall. 

 

“He was a late bloomer,” Arenado said. “I knew he had talent. We all knew he was talented. It was a matter of him getting 

it together and getting stronger.” 
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Chapman broke into the majors this season and had 14 homers and 40 RBIs in 84 games. Arenado has won four Gold 

Gloves, and Chapman certainly has played Gold Glove-caliber defense. They probably have the best arms among big-

league third basemen. 

 

“He’s always had a good arm,” Arenado said. “I’m very happy for him. It’s cool to see guys from your hometown in the 

same boat and have success.” 

 

Both were happy to recall their Little League days in Lake Forest, a half-hour from Anaheim Stadium. As a 12-year-old, 

Arenado played for the Braves. Chapman, two years younger, was a Padre. Both teams made the playoffs, and each won 

several games throughout the district to reach the final of the Tournament of Champions. 

 

“Two teams from our Little League met in the championship, so everyone in Lake Forest, our whole city, was watching the 

two teams go at it,” Chapman said. “It was wild.” 

 

The Padres led 1-0 in the final inning, but a kid on the Braves hit a ball to the outfield that could have been caught but 

dropped for a two-run, inside-the-park home run. 

 

“We beat them in the championship game,” Arenado said. “It was one of the craziest games I’ve ever been through.” 

“We had them beat,” Chapman said. 

 

When they were high school teammates, Arenado was a star on a senior-dominated team, and Chapman hadn’t yet 

cracked the lineup. According to the roster listed on MaxPreps, Arenado was 6-foot-2 and 215 pounds, Chapman 5-10  

and 160. Chapman said his growth spurt came later in high school. 

 

Chapman followed in Arenado’s footstops in Little League, high school and the pro ranks. Chapman said he wants the 

next step, which Arenado is finally experiencing, to be the playoffs. 

 

“That’s why I’m here,” Chapman said. “I want to win. I want to win championships. I think our team has a lot of potential. 

It’s a fun time. We have a chance to play some meaningful games at this time of year for years to come. That excites me. 

That motivates me.” 
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