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Garvey, Trammell among Modern Baseball Era 
nominees for Hall of Fame 
Dennis Lin  

Former Padres player Steve Garvey and native San Diegan Alan Trammell are among 10 
nominees on the Modern Baseball Era ballot for potential enshrinement in the Baseball Hall 
of Fame. 

Garvey and Trammell are joined by Tommy John, Don Mattingly, Marvin Miller, Jack 
Morris, Dale Murphy, Dave Parker, Ted Simmons and Luis Tiant. The ballot will be voted 
upon Dec. 10 at the winter meetings. 

Candidates must receive votes on 75 percent of ballots cast by the 16-member Modern 
Baseball Era Committee to earn election to the Hall of Fame, which will induct its next class 
July 29. 

Garvey played 19 seasons with the Los Angeles Dodgers and the Padres, winning a National 
League MVP award in 1974. The first baseman also was a 10-time All-Star and a four-
time Gold Glove Award winner. He finished his career hitting .294 with 272 home runs and 
1,308 RBIs. His five seasons in San Diego included a memorable walk-off home run in Game 
4 of the 1984 NL Championship Series. 

Garvey’s 15 years on the Hall of Fame ballot ended in 2007, when he received 21.1 percent of 
the votes cast, well short of the 75 percent needed for election. 

Trammell, a Kearny High graduate, spent all 20 of his major league seasons with the Detroit 
Tigers, earning six All-Star Game selections, four Gold Glove Awards at shortstop and three 
Silver Slugger Awards. He was named the 1984 World Series MVP after leading the Tigers 
past his hometown Padres. Trammell finished his career hitting .285 with 185 home runs and 
236 stolen bases. 

Trammell, who managed the Tigers from 2003 through 2005, appeared on 40.9 percent of 
Hall of Fame ballots in 2016, his 15th and final year of eligibility. 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/steve-garvey-PECLB001885-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/don-mattingly-PESPT008413-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mlb-most-valuable-player-award-EVSPR000098-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mlb-most-valuable-player-award-EVSPR000098-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/gold-glove-awards-EVSPR000086-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/detroit-tigers-ORSPT000011-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/detroit-tigers-ORSPT000011-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-all-star-game-EVSPR000174-topic.html
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Hector Sanchez elects free agency 
Dennis Lin 

The Padres trimmed their 40-man roster to 38 players on Monday, and the subtractions 
included a popular clubhouse presence. 

Reserve catcher and pinch-hitter Hector Sanchez cleared waivers and elected free agency. 
Sanchez, who was claimed off waivers from the Chicago White Sox in 2016, hit .238 with 11 
home runs over parts of two seasons in San Diego. 

Right-hander Tim Melville, a more recent waiver claim, also cleared waivers and opted for 
free agency. The Padres lost another pitcher, right-hander Cory Mazzoni, on waivers to the 
Chicago Cubs. Finally, San Diego reinstated right-handers Carter Capps and Colin Rea, left-
handers Robbie Erlin and Matt Strahm and outfielder Alex Dickerson from the 60-day 
disabled list. 

Sanchez’s departure means the Padres could use a veteran backup behind Austin Hedges. The 
other remaining catchers on the 40-man roster are Rocky Gale, a 29-year-old with nine major 
league appearances, and Luis Torrens, a former Rule 5 draftee who likely will return to the 
minors in 2018. Free-agent options include A.J. Ellis and former Padres catcher Rene Rivera. 

Sanchez, 27, was non-tendered last December and re-signed with the Padres on a minor 
league deal, but he could seek a more sizeable role with another organization. The switch-
hitter primarily served as a bat off the bench in 2017, hitting .219 with eight home runs. Half 
of those home runs came against his former team, the San Francisco Giants, who probably 
would not mind if Sanchez lands in a different division. 

Melville, who was claimed from Minnesota in August, made two relief appearances for the 
Padres, allowing three runs, two earned, in 2 1/3 innings. 

Mazzoni impressed with Triple-A El Paso this season, but he struggled immensely after a 
September call-up. In eight innings of relief, he surrendered 16 runs, 12 earned. 

The Padres are hopeful that all of the players reinstated from the 60-day disabled list will be 
ready for spring training. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hector-sanchez-PESPT0015530-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chicago-white-sox-ORSPT000167-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carter-capps-PESPTF00129-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colin-rea-PESPTF00624-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/robbie-erlin-PESPT0015223-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/alex-dickerson-PESPTF00615-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-francisco-giants-ORSPT000025-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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Capps underwent surgery in late September to address thoracic outlet syndrome, which 
doctors believe caused a blood clot that ended his season. Rea and Erlin are attempting to 
return from Tommy John surgery, while Strahm underwent knee surgery shortly before he 
was acquired from Kansas City in July. Dickerson, who had bulging disc material removed 
from his lower back in late June, recently began a running progression. 

Minus Sanchez, the Padres have six arbitration-eligible players: Brad Hand, Cory 
Spangenberg, Kirby Yates, Matt Szczur, Capps and Erlin. 
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Padres owner regrets not interviewing Dave 
Roberts 
Dennis Lin  

Dave Roberts’ rapid ascension to World Series manager revived a question surrounding his 
departure from San Diego: Why didn’t the Padres interview their former bench coach for the 
managerial job that opened after the 2015 season and later went to Andy Green? 

In an interview Tuesday on The Mighty 1090, Executive Chairman Ron Fowler, while 
standing behind his own manager, issued the team’s most public mea culpa to date. 

“In retrospect, I think it was a mistake,” Fowler said. “We should’ve talked to Doc (Roberts’ 
nickname). … I think we as an organization own that. Personally, I regret it. I think all of us 
have grown, and I include (Padres General Manager A.J. Preller) in that. But we didn’t 
(interview Roberts), and I’m happy that Doc is having the success he’s having with the 
Dodgers, and I’m also very happy with the manager that we have in Andy Green.” 

For the record, the Padres did interview Roberts after Bud Black’s firing in June 2015. The 
club settled on Pat Murphy, who had no previous experience coaching in the majors, as its 
interim manager. 

Speaking with the Union-Tribune that offseason, Preller called Roberts “a great baseball guy” 
but noted that he’d already interviewed Roberts in the summer. Meanwhile, the Padres 
approached their search for a full-time manager planning to move away from Black’s 
coaching tree. Roberts, who debuted as Black’s first base coach in 2011, was promoted to 
bench coach three years later. 

Many observers were critical of how the Padres handled the situation. Even if Roberts would 
not have been the choice, he may have deserved a second conversation. People close to the 
San Diego native say, following the firing of Black, a mentor, Roberts was restrained in his 
interview for the interim post. 

“I don’t think we probably gave sufficient time to Doc at that,” Fowler said. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/dave-roberts-PESPTF00376-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/world-series-15007006-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bud-black-PESPT0000011510-topic.html
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Interviewing for his next job, Roberts reportedly wowed the Dodgers, who fielded a roster 
built to contend regardless of the manager. Padres ownership, meantime, continues to be 
impressed by Green. The skipper received a three-year extension, rare job security, in August. 
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Myers aims to tweak footwork, land future GG 
By AJ Cassavell / MLB.com 
 
SAN DIEGO -- A year ago, Wil Myers found his name squarely among the top defensive first 
basemen in the sport. On the night Major League Baseball's Gold Glove Award winners were 
announced, Myers was a finalist, and a very deserving one. 

He didn't win. But he could have. And at the time, it felt like a future Gold Glove Award was 
inevitable. After all, Myers had dazzled defensively in his first full season at the position. 

One year later, that Gold Glove couldn't feel any further away. Myers isn't among the finalists 
for the award, which will be announced tonight. 

"I came into the year wanting to get that Gold Glove," Myers said in early October. "Then I 
struggled. I struggled with being on my legs more. That's a thing I'm going to work on, 
because I know last year, I was arguably the best first baseman in the National League. ... I do 
believe I can be an elite defender at first base, and that's what I want to get back to doing." 

Myers' defensive metrics plummeted in 2017. His range took a serious hit, in large part 
because he wasn't quick enough on sharply hit balls to his left and right. 

It starts with footwork, and a bulk of Myers' offseason training regimen will be centered 
around just that. 

"I need to move side-to-side a little bit better with my legs," Myers said. "I feel like a lot of 
times, I start low, I come up, then I have to get low again. For me, I'll be doing a lot of 
footwork drills. I do a lot of ladder drills, footwork around the bag." 

Added Padres manager Andy Green: "If he's using his legs correctly, he'll have more range 
than most first basemen." 
 
In 2016, Myers was tops among first basemen with an 8.0 Ultimate Zone Rating. Within that 
statistic, his range factor was 5.9 -- also the best in the Majors. He was edged out for the Gold 
Glove by Chicago's Anthony Rizzo, but only barely. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/advanced-stats/ultimate-zone-rating
http://m.mlb.com/player/519203/anthony-rizzo
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A year later, those superlatives flipped. His -7.7 UZR and his -6.6 range factor were last in the 
Majors. It was a perplexing shift, to say the least. 

"He finished [in the] top three in the Gold Glove in his first year at first base," Green said. 
"This was a step back. There's no other way to define it. He's aware of that. And now it's: 
What are you going to do about it?" 

In Myers' eyes, the struggles arose in 2017 from a few "bad habits" he picked up along the 
way. Now, he'll spend the offseason trying to rid himself of those habits. Chief among them: 
his penchant for popping out of his stance, then bending at the waist to field the ball. 

It'll take an overhaul of his mechanics, certainly not an easy fix. But the Padres feel Myers is 
capable, given that he's arguably baseball's most athletic first baseman. 

"He possesses everything necessary to be the best defensive first baseman in the game," Green 
said. "How much does he want it? And how hard is he going to focus on it? Those are the 
questions that we put to him, and he has to answer for himself." 
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Padres' FA strategy likely to focus on short term 
 
By AJ Cassavell  
 
SAN DIEGO -- The Padres enter free agency this month with many of the same needs they 
had a year ago. 

They'll be looking for a shortstop. They'll be looking for starting pitching. They'll be looking 
for relief depth. And they could add a backup catcher. Sound familiar? 
 
The difference this year -- and it's an important difference to point out -- is the two biggest 
needs on paper might be resolved by 2019. No. 4 prospect Fernando Tatis Jr. is viewed as the 
organization's shortstop of the future. And five of the club's top 15 youngsters were in the 
rotation at Double-A San Antonio this year. 

In any case, the Padres still need to fill those voids for 2018. Here's a breakdown of the 
upcoming free-agent frenzy. 
 
Free agents: RHP Jhoulys Chacin, SS Erick Aybar, RHP Craig Stammen, RHP Jarred Cosart, 
LHP Christian Friedrich 
 
Arbitration-eligible: RHP Carter Capps, C Hector Sanchez, LHP Brad Hand, LHP Robbie 
Erlin, RHP Kirby Yates, OF Matt Szczur 
 
Biggest potential free-agent loss 
 
Chacin fits exactly what the Padres are looking for in a free-agent starter: He'd only require a 
short-term deal and his upside is high enough that he could eat innings while sitting toward 
the front of the rotation. (Not to mention, he clearly loves pitching at Petco Park, where he 
posted a 1.79 ERA in 100 1/3 innings last season.) 

That said, Chacin will have suitors in a relatively thin pitching market. If he commands 
multiple years, the Padres might pass, instead banking on the younger arms in their system. 
But there's little doubt his absence would be felt. 
 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017/#list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/468504/jhoulys-chacin
http://m.mlb.com/player/430947/erick-aybar
http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/543054/jarred-cosart
http://m.mlb.com/player/543184/christian-friedrich
http://m.mlb.com/player/605169/carter-capps
http://m.mlb.com/player/516949/hector-sanchez
http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
http://m.mlb.com/player/519333/matt-szczur
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Potential free-agent targets 
 
Chacin, Aybar and Stammen are obvious candidates to return. Stammen is a useful bullpen 
piece and Aybar could slot back in at shortstop -- though the Padres would like to find some 
competition for him. 
Externally, former Royals shortstop Alcides Escobar makes sense. San Diego had the most 
ground-ball-heavy starting rotation in the Majors last season. Escobar -- who isn't the 
defensive wiz he once was -- would still be an upgrade over the past three seasons. 
 
There are a number of options for the rotation and 'pen, many of whom fit the one-year 
reclamation-project mold. Behind the plate, the Padres could use a serviceable backup 
for Austin Hedges, and a veteran like A.J. Ellis or Rene Rivera might be a worthwhile pickup. 
 
Wild card scenario 
 
The Padres' biggest offseason question centers around Hand, arguably the top relief option 
available on the trade market. General manager A.J. Preller has already proven his willingness 
to keep Hand, but he's also made it clear he expects to receive offers. 
 
If Hand (and, to a lesser extent, Stammen) leave, the Padres will find themselves in dire need 
of bullpen help. It's hard to envision San Diego opening the 2018 season with a relief corps 
centered around Yates and Phil Maton. Without Hand, it's likely the Padres pursue at least two 
veteran relievers to bolster a young bullpen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/444876/alcides-escobar
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/454560/aj-ellis
http://m.mlb.com/player/425784/rene-rivera
http://m.mlb.com/player/664208/phil-maton
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Chacin, Aybar, Stammen join free agency 
Padres reinstate 5 players from 60-day DL, roster at 38 

By AJ Cassavell  
 

SAN DIEGO -- The bulk of the Padres' young roster is under team control for years to come. 
But there will be a small bit of turnover this offseason, nonetheless. 

Righty starter Jhoulys Chacin, shortstop Erick Aybar and righty reliever Craig Stammen all 
hit the open market as free agency began on Monday afternoon. The Padres have expressed at 
least some interest in bringing back all three. As expected, none received qualifying offers. 
 
Catcher Hector Sanchez and right-hander Tim Melville cleared outright waivers on Monday 
and elected free agency. Meanwhile, righty Cory Mazzoni was claimed off waivers by the 
Cubs. 
 
Last week, starters Jarred Cosart and Christian Friedrich became free agents as well, after 
going through the same process. 

Among the potential returning free agents, signing Chacin is likely to be a focal point. Padres 
general manager A.J. Preller will be looking to add at least two starting pitchers, and the 
veteran right-hander would fill that void. In 32 starts last season, Chacin posted a 3.89 ERA, 
including a 1.79 mark at Petco Park. 

Aybar and Stammen would also fill holes at shortstop and in the bullpen, respectively. Aybar 
batted .234/.300/.348 in 108 games last season, and Stammen posted a 3.14 ERA in 60 relief 
appearances. 

Meanwhile, the Mazzoni, Sanchez and Melville moves come without much surprise. With 
free agency opening, the Padres needed to clear roster space to reinstate the five players who 
were on the 60-day disabled list. 
 

http://m.mlb.com/player/468504/jhoulys-chacin
http://m.mlb.com/player/430947/erick-aybar
http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/516949/hector-sanchez
http://m.mlb.com/player/543532/tim-melville
http://m.mlb.com/player/543508/cory-mazzoni
http://m.mlb.com/player/543054/jarred-cosart
http://m.mlb.com/player/543184/christian-friedrich
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Starters Colin Rea, Robbie Erlin and Matt Strahm, along with reliever Carter Capps and left 
fielder Alex Dickerson were reinstated on Monday, and the Padres' 40-man roster sits at 38 
players. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/607067/colin-rea
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/621381/matt-strahm
http://m.mlb.com/player/605169/carter-capps
http://m.mlb.com/player/543105/alex-dickerson
http://m.mlb.com/sd/roster/40-man/
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San Diego Prepares for 31st Annual Veterans Day 
Parade 
 

The San Diego Veterans Day Parade is the nation's largest public parade of U.S. Armed 
Forces 

 

By Cassia Pollock 

About 80,000 San Diegans are expected to line the Embarcadero, waving American flags, 
for the 31st Annual San Diego Veterans Day Parade. 

Community members will honor veterans from all branches of the military and their 
contributions to the country at this free public event on Saturday, Nov. 11. The theme 
selected for this year is "A Tribute To Heroes At Home."  

A retired Navy Captain Jack Ensch will serve as the 2017 Grand Marshal. He served more 
than 30 years in the military and later became the Director of Military Marketing for the 
San Diego Padres Baseball Club, according to Veteran Tributes. While working as a 
director there, he created the only military marketing department in professional sports at 
the time. 

At 11 a.m. the one-mile parade route will kick off on Harbor Drive, at the start line by the 
Fountain Plaza at the Waterfront Park. 

The parade will make its way south on North Harbor Drive, past the Wyndham Bayside 
Hotel, the B Street Pier and Broadway. Then the parade will proceed past the USS Midway 
to Pacific Highway and turn left to the Dismissal Area by 1 p.m. 

For the best possible view, head to the posted parade viewing areas along the entire route 
from the south side of the start line. There is also excellent viewing space along N Harbor 
Drive, on both sides of Broadway, between N Harbor Drive and Pacific Highway, as well as 
between Broadway and G Street. 

https://www.nbcsandiego.com/results/?keywords=%22Cassia+Pollock%22&byline=y&sort=date
http://www.veterantributes.org/TributeDetail.php?recordID=107
http://www.sdvetparade.org/route/
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Parade Marshaling activity will block viewing areas by the Grandstands along Harbor Drive 
in front of the park. There are no areas to watch the parade behind, or north of, the start line. 
That includes the sidewalks behind the start line. This space is closed to the public. 

Due to extremely limited parking, parade organizers strongly recommended taking 
advantage of public transportation. There may be some parking on streets downtown in 
Little Italy or on W Harbor Drive, but it's not guaranteed. The community is encouraged 
to arrive an hour ahead of time to reach the parade. 

One of the best ways to get to the parade is using the Trolley. The Green, Orange or Blue 
Line Trolley Station have parking available. 

Get off the Trolley at the Santa Fe Depot station downtown to arrive within two blocks of 
prime viewing areas. 

The Grand Stands on the east side of N Harbor Drive between the start line and Ash Street 
will have "Honor Seating" reserved for Veterans and their families. But there will also be 
several open sections with seats available to the public. 

There are more than 100,000 active duty military service members residing in San Diego, 
according to the parade organizers. 
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Padres announce 2018 theme game schedule 
FOX Sports San Diego  

— Theme game packages for the 2018 season will go on sale to the general public this 
Thursday, November 9 — 

SAN DIEGO – The San Diego Padres announced their 2018 theme game schedule today, 
highlighted by new Marvel Super Hero dates, a fan-favorite Star Wars® Night, the return of 
Way Back Wednesdays, and the celebration of heritage and community groups, among many 
others. 

To recognize the diverse local community in San Diego and the Baja California region, the 
Padres offer theme games to provide an enhanced fan experience at Petco Park. Theme game 
packages include a ticket to the game and a limited-edition giveaway and/or an exclusive 
experience, often featuring in-game entertainment, graphics and music throughout the game. 

New to the theme game lineup in 2018 are Marvel Super Hero Days, featuring different 
Marvel Super Hero theme’s on three Friday night games during the season (April 13, July 27 
and August 31). 

Fan-favorite Star Wars® Night will make its return to Petco Park in 2018, along with Comic-
Con® Night, Christmas in July, Country Night, and two WineFest events.  In addition, the 
Padres will honor different cultures and local communities throughout the season with 
Heritage and Community Nights.  Out at the Park will return this season and teachers, nurses 
and healthcare professionals will be recognized on various nights and weekends during the 
season as well. 

Returning in 2018, Way Back Wednesdays will continue to celebrate Padres history with a 
complete throwback experience at Petco Park.  On five Wednesday games (June 6, June 20, 
July 11, August 15 and August 29), the club will commemorate the 20th anniversary of the 
1998 National League Championship team.  Padres players will wear the home white, blue 
and orange pinstripe uniforms worn by the Padres from 1991 to 2001.  In-game music and 
entertainment will add to the Way Back Wednesday experience on these days. 

A portion of each Theme Game ticket will be donated to the Padres Foundation to benefit 
their charitable outreach efforts. The theme game promotions and events calendar for 2018 is 
now available at www.padres.com/themegames.  Please note: the 2018 schedule is subject to 
change and theme game packages are subject to availability. 

 Padres Season Ticket Members have the exclusive opportunity starting today to purchase 
Theme Game offer vouchers available on a first-come, first-served basis. Theme Game 
packages will go on sale to the general public on Thursday, November 9.  Fans are 
encouraged to purchase ticket packages as soon as they are available as inventory is limited 
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and will sell out quickly.  Additional Theme Games and the full 2018 promotional schedule 
will be announced at a later date 
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Padres Winter Report: Yardley a Workhorse in 
Dominican Republic 
Urías, Naylor star in Arizona Fall League All-Star Game 

By Bill Center 

Padres representatives Luis Urías and Josh Naylor were the key contributors in the Arizona 
Fall League All-Star Game last Saturday. 

Urías homered in two at-bats and turned in a highlight reel diving stop to his left while playing 
shortstop for the West. More than one observer labeled the 20-year-old middle infielder — and 
Padres’ №3 prospect — the most impressive player in the game. 

And first baseman Naylor tripled for the West. 

But perhaps the Padres best story from fall/winter league play this past week was the 
continuing efforts of right-handed relief pitcher Eric Yardley in the Dominican Winter League. 

Yardley, a 27-year-old submariner, made three appearances for the Gigantes del Cibao and has 
now pitched in 12 of his club’s 18 games to start the season. Were this a 162-game regular 
season, Yardley would be on pace to pitch in 109 games. 

Yardley has pitched 12 2/3 innings for the Gigantes, allowing two runs (one earned) on eight 
hits and four walks with six strikeouts. He has a 2–1 record, a 0.71 earned run average and a 
0.95 WHIP (hits and walks divided by innings pitched). 

During the 2017 season, Yardley was 3–2 with six saves and a 2.05 ERA in 49 games at 
Double-A San Antonio and Triple-A El Paso (five games). He allowed 59 hits and 13 walks 
with 60 strikeouts in 70 1/3 innings for a 1.02 WHIP. 

The latest Padre to go to work in a winter league was right-handed pitcher Kyle Lloyd, who 
went to work with Jalisco in the Mexican Pacific League last Thursday and allowed three hits 
and a walk with three strikeouts in three scoreless innings. Lloyd was 7–5 with a 3.71 ERA in 
15 starts at San Antonio last season and 1–4 with a 7.02 ERA in 12 starts with El Paso. 
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Second baseman Fernando Perez remains one of the hottest hitters in Mexico. The 24-year-old 
native of Otay Ranch High ranks seventh in the MPL with a .368 batting average for 
Hermosillo and leads in slugging percentage (.647) and OPS (1.066). He has five doubles, a 
triple in four homers in 18 games with a .419 on-base percentage. He is tied for third in 
homers. 

A third-round pick in the 2012 draft, Perez split the 2017 season between San Antonio and 
Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore, playing mostly first base and having a combined .244 
batting average with 13 homers and 51 RBIs in 110 games. 

Returning to the Arizona Fall League, Urías is hitting .324 with league-leading marks in walks 
(11) and on-base percentage (.460) on-base percentage. The 5-foot-9, 160-pound middle 
infielder has three doubles and two triples with a .514 slugging percentage and a .974 OPS that 
ranks seventh in the AFL. 

Naylor is hitting .299 with three homers and 13 RBIs. Shortstop Javier Guerra is 
hitting .286.Right fielder Franmil Reyes is hitting .167. 

Left-hander Jerry Keel (1.80 ERA in five appearances) made his first start in Arizona this past 
week. Reliever David Bednar has a 1.50 ERA after five appearances in Arizona while Andres 
Munoz has a 1.59 ERA in six outings and T.J. Weir has a 1.80 ERA in four. 

Catcher Luis Torrens, 21, who spent the 2017 season with the Padres as a Rule 5 free agent, 
caught five straight games with Magallanes in Venezuela last week, going 7-for-21 with four 
RBIs. He is hitting .289 after 20 games with nine RBIs. 

Center fielder Rafael Ortega, who spent the 2017 season with El Paso, is hitting .323 after nine 
games in Venezuela. Right-handed reliever Jose Ruiz, a converted catcher, has a 4.32 ERA in 
nine relief appearances in Venezuela. Right-handed reliever Trevor Frank has a 6.75 ERA after 
nine appearances with Zulia in Venezuela. 

Center fielder Franchy Cordero is hitting. 300 in the Dominican Republic after a 7-for-22 
week. Fernando Tatis Jr. is hitting .234 in the Dominican Republic. 
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Padres On Deck: Potts, Eguy Rosario Lead Third 
Base Prospects 
But long list of shortstops will lead to more depth at third 

By Bill Center 

Hudson Potts and Eguy Rosario are the Padres’ leading prospects at third base. 

Potts, who turned 19 on Oct. 28, is ranked the Padres’ №23 prospect by MLB Pipeline. He was 
a first-round pick (24th overall) in the Padres 2016 draft. 

Rosario, who turned 18 on Aug. 25, signed with the Padres as an international free agent out of 
the Dominican Republic on his 16th birthday in 2015. He is ranked the Padres’ №29 prospect. 

But Potts and Rosario aren’t the Padres only prospect at third. Ruddy Gironmoved over to third 
from short last season. And other prospects at third will eventually materialize from the 
Padres’ bumper crop of shortstops. Most of the Padres’ eight shortstop prospects, 
including Fernando Tatis Jr., spent some time at third base in the system last summer. 

However, the highest-ranked third base prospect at the moment is Potts, who was sandwiched 
between pitchers Cal Quantrill and Eric Lauer as the second of the Padres’ three first-round 
picks in 2016. 

Potts was 18 throughout the 2017 season while playing third base for Single-A Fort Wayne. 
The 6-foot-3, 210-pound right-handed hitter finished the season hitting .253 with 23 doubles, 
four triples, 20 homers, 69 RBIs and 67 runs scored in 125 games. He had a .293 on-base 
percentage and a .438 slugging percentage for a .731 OPS. 

But Potts significantly improved as the season progressed. He hit .278 over his final 65 games 
with 14 homers and 46 RBIs. And over the final five weeks, Potts batted .347 in 118 at-bats 
with 10 doubles, nine homers and 28 RBIs while leading Fort Wayne to a playoff berth. 
During the run, Potts had a .384 on-base percentage and a .661 slugging percentage for a 1.045 
OPS. 

Rosario opened the season as the youngest player in the Midwest League had hit only .206 in 
50 games, although he drew 20 walks (for a .296 on-base percentage) with 17 stolen bases. He 
returned to the Arizona Rookie League where he hit .282 in 50 games with a .363 on-base 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
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percentage and a .786 OPS. After coming to the United States shortly after turning 17 in 2016, 
Rosario was 11-for-29 in a late-season cameo in Arizona. 

Giron, 20, spent the 2017 season at Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore, making 78 starts at 
third and 35 at short. He hit .233 with 26 doubles, two triples and seven homers for 36 RBIs. 

Christian Villanueva (.296, home runs, 86 RBIs) replaced 2016 sensation Ryan Schimpf (.202–
19–44) as the third baseman at Triple-A El Paso this season before going 11-for-32 with four 
homers in a late-season cameo with the Padres this season. San Diego State grad Ty 
France (.275 with a .341 on-base percentage) made the majority of starts at third for Double-A 
San Antonio. 

Villanueva is 26. France is 23. 

But the top third base prospects behind Potts and Rosario are probably infielders listed last 
Friday among the shortstop prospects. 

Luis Almanzar, who turned 18 on Nov. 1, spent equal time at short and third for Short-Season 
Single-A Fort Wayne and is ranked the Padres’ №18 prospect by MLB Pipeline. Shortstop 
prospects Tatis, Gabriel Arias and Javier Guerra also played some third. 
 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
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