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ESPNChicago.com 
Cubs star Jason Heyward placed on disabled list after hamstring injury on Thursday 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
PHILADELPHIA -- Just as the Chicago Cubs were set to get their former MVP back in the lineup, they 
placed Jason Heyward on the 10-day disabled list while calling up righty reliever Dillon Maples to take 
his place. 
 
The Gold Glove right fielder injured his right hamstring going to the ground in the outfield for a ball on 
Thursday night in Atlanta. 
 
"He's sore," manager Joe Maddon said before his team's 2-1 loss to the Philadelphia Phillies on Friday. 
"He's very sore right now." 
 
Heyward could be seen walking with a slight limp on Friday afternoon and the Cubs will take no chances 
heading into the final month of an injury-plagued season. Kris Bryant will be activated on Saturday after 
two separate stints on the disabled list due to a sore left shoulder, while shortstop Addison Russell could 
be available as well as he's nearly healed up from hand and shoulder issues. 
 
"He's good enough to play," Maddon said. 
 
Exactly when Russell plays is another story, as the Cubs are stacked around the diamond -- and that's 
even with Heyward going on the DL. Look for Maddon to use Russell late in games on defense for now, 
while using Bryant both at third base and in the outfield. He may even try Daniel Murphy at third to 
strengthen the Cubs defense up the middle. As for the batting order, Maddon indicated Bryant could re-
start his season out of the top four. 
 
"It doesn't have to be at the beginning," Maddon said of hitting Bryant high up. "I want him to just come 
and play." 
 
Maddon likes his current top four of Murphy, Javy Baez, Anthony Rizzo and Ben Zobrist. 
 
"Daniel at the top has been a difference-maker," Maddon said. "This goes back to 2016 when I felt 
Zobrist was the only guy that could protect Rizzo at that time. That's the way I like it right now." 
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As for Heyward, the Cubs can take it slow, considering rosters expand on Saturday and two of their 
walking wounded will be back. 
 
"With hamstrings you don't want to push and make it something even worse than it might be," Maddon 
said. "You want to play it conservatively." 
 
The Cubs made another move on Friday, signing lefty Jaime Garcia to a minor league deal, according to a 
source. He provides some lefty, veteran bullpen depth and would be available for the postseason. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Jose Quintana had a career day at the plate  
By Dan Santaromita 
 
Jose Quintana isn't known for his bat. At all. 
 
The Cubs pitcher entered Friday night's game in Philadelphia with four career hits in 91 at-bats. All four 
of those hits have come since he got traded to the Cubs. He was 0-for-27 from the plate while he was 
with the White Sox. 
 
So when Quintana got two hits on Friday it was something special. The lefty had never had two hits in a 
game before. 
 
Watch above to see both of Quintana's singles. Neither were line drives, but they were decently hit 
groundballs that found holes. 
 
Quintana raised his career batting average 21 points with the two-hit game. He went from .044 to .065. 
Silver Slugger here he comes! 
 
On the mound, Quintana was also solid. He struck out seven and gave up one run in six innings. 
However, the Cubs only got offense in the form of a solo home run from Javy Baez and lost 2-1 in 10 
innings. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Ranking the most important Cubs in September and beyond 
By Tony Andracki 
 
Instead of continuing along the pattern of Cubs individual player power rankings by what they've done 
to this point, let's switch gears a bit with an eye on October. 
 
What's happened up to this point in the season matters, of course. But there are still plenty of questions 
to answer in the final month of the regular season. 
 
So with that in mind, here are the most important Cubs for September, ranked: 
 
Honorable mention: Carl Edwards Jr., Addison Russell 
 



 
This was a really tough list to compile, with so many question marks hovering over individual players. 
Two of the most important question marks will revolve around Edwards and Russell.  
 
Edwards has the potential to be the dynamic Andrew Miller-type weapon for Joe Maddon out of the 
Cubs bullpen in October. He can go multiple innings and has easily the best strikeout rate and potential 
of any Cubs reliever and that swing-and-miss ability plays in a big way in the postseason. But Edwards is 
also prone to some command issues and he did miss five weeks in the middle of the summer for a 
shoulder issue. Plus, the Cubs have rarely pushed him for multiple innings or several days in a row. 
 
Russell is rehabbing and resting his injured left hand that transformed him into a glove-first shortstop 
with serious issues on offense. Will the time off allow him to come back and become a factor in the 
lineup again? The hand did not affect Russell's defense and at the very least, he gives the Cubs an elite 
middle-infield pairing with Javy Baez and defense is so important in tight, hard-fought playoff games. 
 
10. Jason Heyward 
9. Ben Zobrist 
8. Daniel Murphy 
7. Anthony Rizzo 
6. Willson Contreras 
5. Javy Baez 
4. Brandon Morrow 
3. Kyle Hendricks/Jon Lester 
2. Cole Hamels 
1. Kris Bryant 
 
10. In 2018, Jason Heyward has looked a lot more like the hitter he was prior to signing the megadeal 
with the Cubs. He's still an elite defender in the outfield and a steadying presence in the clubhouse, but 
now he's also been hitting in a key spot in the heart of the Cubs lineup over the last few months. But 
now he's nursing a hamstring injury with only about four weeks left in the season. Can he come back 
strong and regain his form both at the plate and roaming the outfield? If so, he may well be the Cubs' 
centerfielder in the postseason with Ben Zobrist seeing time in right field and Albert Almora Jr. on the 
bench. 
 
9. Are we sure Ben Zobrist is really 37? He's enjoyed a fantastic resurgence in 2018 after a difficult 2017, 
both statistically and physically. But he's healthy, he's been a very good defender wherever he's played 
and has once again become an integral part of the Cubs lineup. Wherever he plays, he will be a big part 
of the offensive game plan in October if he stays healthy in September. 
 
8. Daniel Murphy's arrival wasn't the only reason the Cubs offense came out of its slump and rattled off 
seven straight wins, but it certainly helped. He's a game-changing bat and he can be penciled in at 
leadoff for each game in October, which has a positive trickle-down effect through the rest of the lineup. 
The questions here are health (he missed most of the first half of the season with a knee injury) and 
defense, but it would be hard to keep his bat out of any postseason lineup. 
 
7. This could be seen as an insult to Anthony Rizzo, but it shouldn't be. Of course he's extremely valuable 
and important to the Cubs, but he's also such a consistent player that all that really matters with him in 
September is health and avoiding another April-esque slump. 
 
6. There's a legit argument to make Willson Contreras No. 1 on this list, as I had before the 2018 season 
began. He's taken a big step forward with his defense and managing the pitching staff, but his power has 
been down all year. If he can get back into a groove, it would be an absolute gamechanger to the lineup. 



 
Remember when he hit cleanup behind Rizzo and Bryant for most of 2017? It will also be imperative for 
the Cubs to find a good balance of resting Contreras in September, but also utilizing him as an asset to 
clinch the division and top seed in the NL. 
 
5. Even though he's in the NL MVP race, we know Javy Baez is still prone to making mistakes — whether 
on the basepaths, field or at the plate with a high chase rate and wild, out-of-control swings at times. If 
Baez can avoid prolonged slumps in September, he will definitely draw some MVP votes and at the 
moment, it looks like he'll be the Cubs starting shortstop and hit somewhere in the Top 4 in the lineup 
when it matters most. 
 
4. David Kaplan asked me the question on our latest podcast — Can the Cubs win the World Series 
without Brandon Morrow? The simple is "yes," but there is serious concern. Bullpens and elite relievers 
have become incredibly important in October and Morrow is the Cubs' best reliever and the lowest-
stress option at closer. If he can't return to health or regain his dominant form, it will be very difficult for 
the Cubs to win that final game of the 2018 MLB season. 
 
3. I'm cheating here by choosing both Kyle Hendricks and Jon Lester for No. 3 on this list, but you know 
what? It's my list and I make the rules. It's nearly impossible to win the World Series without quality — 
or dominant — starting pitching and the Cubs will need to turn to both Hendricks and Lester in October. 
If they can continue to turn the corner after some midseason struggles and serve as legitimate options 
in the postseason rotation, nothing will be more important to the Cubs. 
 
2. What we said above about the value of starting pitching. Hamels won't have an ERA under 0.70 
forever, but if he continues to pitch like an ace, that is such a shot in the arm to the Cubs' World Series 
chances. Even with other question marks in the rotation, the Cubs could get by and feel good about 
their October fate if Hamels, Lester and Hendricks are all pitching like they're capable of. 
 
1. Who else could possibly be in this spot on the list? Bryant is clearly the Cubs' best player and getting 
him back in the lineup in September will be the absolute best addition any team in the league can ask 
for. The 2016 NL MVP is reportedly pain-free in his left shoulder and with a new swing that he believes 
actually may lead to more power, you're talking about Bryant as the ultimate X-factor in a pennant race. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Jose Quintana, Cubs starters lead charge into September  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Cubs concluded August with a frustrating loss due to a lack of clutch hitting, but there was a 
consolation prize. 
 
Their starting pitching has shown signs of snapping out of its four-month malaise, and left-hander Jose 
Quintana is providing long-awaited quality pitching. 
 
Quintana pitched six innings of three-hit ball in Friday night’s 2-1, 10-inning loss to the Phillies and 
would have pitched deeper had the Cubs not needed more runs. It marked the second time in three 
starts Quintana was lifted due to a lack of runs. He has allowed four runs in his last three starts. 
 
Quintana walked one and threw first-pitch strikes to the Phillies’ first nine batters — a dramatic 
improvement over his previous three outings. 
 



 
The most noticeable difference was the sharpness of Quintana’s off-speed and breaking pitches, as he 
struck out seven — his most since whiffing 10 in 5 2/3 innings against the Phillies on June 6. 
 
“At this point, everything is different,” Quintana said. “In the last month, everyone is locked in. Winning 
games is so hard at this point.” 
 
The Cubs finished August with an 18-10 record, thanks largely to a pitching staff that posted a 3.37 ERA. 
 
Starters Kyle Hendricks, Cole Hamels, Jon Lester and Quintana have allowed four earned runs in their 
last 24 innings combined. 
 
With the return of Kris Bryant on Saturday, the hope for the Cubs is that their offense will give the 
starting pitching an early and larger cushion. 
 
“We’re leaving too many runners on base,” shortstop Javier Baez said. “That’s why we’re not winning 
games. We’ve been winning games 1-0. Our pitching is doing great.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Return to Philadelphia is nice, but Cole Hamels is glad he's a Cub  
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Jake Arrieta had his homecoming tribute three months ago at Wrigley Field, and Friday it was Cole 
Hamels’ turn to feel the love. 
 
After the third inning of the Cubs 2-1 loss to the Phillies in 10 innings, Hamels watched his career flash 
before his eyes on the video board at Citizens Banks Park, then saluted the cheering fans with a tip of 
the cap. 
 
Time marches on, but the memories still linger. 
 
“It’s a place I obviously got my start in and we did really well, and created a lot of who I am today,” 
Hamels said. 
 
These things are old hat by now whenever an athlete returns to the town he enjoyed his first taste of 
fame. Then everyone moves on and returns to the present tense. 
 
The circle of life for any star athlete usually involves a second chapter, if not a third and a fourth. 
 
For Hamels, the next chapter could put an exclamation mark on a stellar career. He’s trying to help pitch 
the Cubs back to the World Series, a possibility that got much easier to visualize after watching the 
veteran left-hander go 4-0 with an 0.69 ERA in his first six starts since the surprising deadline deal with 
the Rangers. 
 
Back in July when he was put on the trade block, there was some talk in Philadelphia about bringing 
Hamels home. It turned out to be wishful thinking. 
 
“Truthfully at that time, I didn’t even think about it,” Hamels said. “I was trying to figure out how to 
pitch well. I was in a real rut for the better part of the season, especially that month. So for me it was 
just really trying to pitch well. I understand the situation that was going on in Texas … 



 
 
“Obviously given the opportunity to be traded to the Cubs and get back to the National League, I really 
didn’t look at their schedule. I didn’t know if there was an opportunity to come back to Philly, so this will 
be a fun three days.” 
 
Hamels originally was on schedule to start this weekend, but the Cubs decision to go with a six-man 
rotation pushed him back a day to Monday, where he now will face the Brewers in Miller Park. 
 
It would have been fun to see Hamels face his former team in the ballpark he spent 10 years pitching in, 
not to mention being matched up against the Cy Young candidate Aaron Nola. 
 
Hamels admitted he glanced at the schedule after being dealt to the Cubs, and tried to figure out who 
he would match up against if he got a start here. 
 
“To be able to match up against (Jake) Arrieta again, or an Aaron Nola for the first time ever, that 
probably would have been a pretty good game,” he said. “At the same time, the schedule just doesn’t 
permit it to happen.” 
 
Sentimentality has no place in modern day baseball or else Hamels would be on the mound Sunday. It is, 
after all, entertainment. But the Cubs’ brain trust felt they were better served sticking Alec Mills into the 
rotation Wednesday against the Mets, giving the regular starters an extra day or rest. 
 
It seemed to work well for Jose Quintana, who allowed one run on three hits with seven strikeouts in six 
innings. while pitching in a steady rain. 
 
Still, was there any part of manager Joe Maddon that wanted to see Hamels face off against the Phillies 
on Sunday? 
 
Uh, not really. 
 
“The way it all worked out I thought was good,” Maddon said. “Let him come back Philly and enjoy his 
three days. I really thought about that also. He deserves that, although knowing him, how competitive 
he is, he may have wanted to (pitch). I didn’t even talk to him about that. But the way it all played out 
was good. We have him in Milwaukee, and that’s not a bad thing. 
 
“The extra day … there are a lot of good things that happened. We didn’t try to have him avoid it. It just 
organically worked out that way. But it’s not a bad thing.” 
 
The Brewers series obviously is bigger for the Cubs than this one, so moving their hottest pitcher to the 
opening game in Miller Park makes perfect sense. 
 
The Cubs are fortunate to have Hamels, especially after Yu Darvish’s rehab ended with a thud and Tyler 
Chatwood couldn’t recover from his control issues. And Hamels understands the Cubs’ goals are much 
more important than giving fans a made-for-TV matchup against his old team. 
 
“For me ultimately, I just want to go out and pitch and win,” he said. “However they’re going to slot me 
is not my decision. For us right now, we have a lot of games with no days off, and all of us are pitching 
really well. So it’s not fair to any individual to kind of move me around for this sort of situation. 
 
“It’s a team, and I’m just lucky enough to be a part of it.” 
 



 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Struggling reliever Brandon Kintzler trying to settle in with Cubs  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Brandon Kintzler is grateful for second chances, especially after a few rough outings. 
 
“When I first got here, I started to do more than what I was needed to do,” said Kintzler, who has an 
8.38 ERA in 14 relief appearances with the Cubs. “I was trying to be somebody I’m not. I figure I’ll try to 
simplify everything. In big spots, they’ve caught me off guard. Sometimes you need something like that 
to get you going.” 
 
Kintzler, who relies on location more than velocity, said he merely needs to stay relaxed. That has 
become more essential since the Nationals dealt him to the Cubs at the July 31 trade deadline after he 
was accused of being a clubhouse lawyer by unnamed sources in several publications. 
 
“When you come over with expectations, especially with the drama I had, it’s just stressful in the mind 
more than anything,” said Kintzler, who had a 3.59 ERA in 45 appearances with the Nationals. “It’s been 
almost a month since the trade. I’ve just got to be myself.” 
 
Kintzler appreciates the support from his teammates. 
 
“I watched Atlanta all year, and (the Braves) are tough in their stadium,” Kintzler said. “That was a tough 
but good win (Thursday). We lose (Jason) Heyward, and (Albert) Almora comes in and makes a great 
defensive play. Tommy La Stella gets a big hit, and the bullpen pieces it together. 
 
“Everyone is ready and knows how to win games. It doesn’t matter who is playing. And I noticed that 
from watching from the other side.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs closer Brandon Morrow 'optimistic' about return in mid-September  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Cubs closer Brandon Morrow admits he’s bored, but now it’s for a good reason. 
 
Morrow has virtually no restrictions and said his right arm feels strong after coping with a stress reaction 
that has sidelined him since the All-Star break. 
 
“I’m looking forward to getting back now that things are ramping up,” Morrow said Friday after 
throwing long toss from 120 feet. “I’m not testing it. I’m actually building up for it. And I feel better, 
more energized. 
 
“I don’t foresee it stalling at all. I’m optimistic.” 
 
Morrow still isn’t expected to rejoin the Cubs until the second half of September and likely won’t pitch 
in consecutive games with the hope they can preserve his arm should they reach the playoffs. 
 
Without Morrow, manager Joe Maddon has juggled his cast of relievers to various roles. 



 
 
Dillon Maples was promoted from Triple-A Iowa on Friday to provide depth. Maples takes the roster 
spot of outfielder Jason Heyward, who was placed on the 10-day disabled list because of right hamstring 
tightness. 
 
The Cubs also were expected to finalize a minor-league deal with left-hander Jaime Garcia. Cut 
Wednesday by the Blue Jays, Garcia is expected to join the Cubs as soon as 25-man rosters can expand 
to 40 on Saturday. 
 
Garcia has limited left-handed hitters to a .188 batting average but was 3-6 with a 5.93 ERA in 25 games 
for the Blue Jays. 
 
He has pitched parts of 10 seasons with the Cardinals, Braves, Twins, Yankees and Blue Jays. He has a 
lifetime record of 70-61 with a 3.84 ERA. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Javier Baez seeking umpires' respect after 2-1, 10-inning loss to Phillies  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
After hitting his 29th home run Friday night, Javier Baez isn’t trying to think about the strong likelihood 
of his hitting 30 home runs and driving in 100 runs this season. 
 
Baez was more forthcoming in assessing the root of his argument with home plate umpire Joe West over 
a called third strike that occurred in the first inning and well before accounting for the Cubs’ lone run in 
a 2-1 loss to the Phillies in 10 innings. 
 
“I didn’t think it was a good pitch, and it wasn’t,” Baez said after the Cubs (79-55) saw their lead shrink 
to 3½ games over the Cardinals in the National League Central. “We’re human. We struggle a lot in this 
sport. But we admit it to ourselves. 
 
“There’s nothing wrong with asking or talking to umpires. They need to start talking to us like humans, 
because they’re not. And if anybody, it doesn’t have to be them, if anybody doesn’t talk to me with 
respect, I won’t talk to them with respect, either. And I didn’t say anything to him, and he came to me 
like I said something wrong.” 
 
Baez said there were no words exchanged in his next four at-bats. 
 
“Good, because I don’t want to talk to him,” Baez said. 
 
Unfortunately for the Cubs, their clutch hitting went silent and caught up with them when Asdrubal 
Cabrera hit a home run off Steve Cishek to lead off the 10th inning. 
 
“We have wasted a lot of good starting pitching,” manager Joe Maddon said after the Cubs were 1-for-7 
with runners in scoring position and stranded 10 runners. “We had good at-bats, we just didn’t get the 
hit when it was necessary.” 
 
Although a baserunning gaffe in the seventh by Tommy La Stella — who set a franchise single-season 
record with his 21st pinch hit — cost the Cubs a chance to take the lead, Maddon cut his players some 
slack because they played their third game in as many days in three cities. 



 
 
“You can’t get too crazy about it,” Maddon said as the Cubs are approaching the halfway mark of their 
stretch of 23 games without a day off. 
 
The Cubs concluded August with an 18-10 record while increasing their lead in the Central 3½ games. 
 
“I’ll take an 18-10 September if there are that many games,” Maddon said, likely knowing the Cubs are 
scheduled for 28 games in he month with two off days. 
 
The loss of outfielder Jason Heyward (right hamstring tightness) to the 10-day disabled list on Friday will 
be offset by the return of Kris Bryant, who leads a cast of reinforcements Saturday when 25-man rosters 
can be expanded. 
 
Bryant will start in a lineup mixed with left and right-handed hitters comprised of Daniel Murphy, Baez, 
Anthony Rizzo, Bryant and switch-hitter Ben Zobrist. 
 
But Zobrist, 37, will need a day off within the next three days, especially with the Cubs playing a night 
game Saturday followed by consecutive day games. 
 
Baez’s next day off won’t occur until Addison Russell has recovered fully from right shoulder 
inflammation. Russell will be limited to pinch-hitting and perhaps pinch-running duty until his shoulder is 
100 percent. 
 
The loss of Heyward means that Bryant could play the outfield in addition to third base. 
 
“There are still a lot of ways to figure it out,” Maddon said. “It’s just that Jason’s skill set really plays 
against a lot of the pitchers we’re facing in the near future.” 
 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Javy Baez fire and offensive ice for Cubs in extra-inning loss to Phillies  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
PHILADELPHIA — If it looked like the September pennant chase started a day early, maybe that’s 
because tempers flared from the start Friday. 
 
Or because two teams in a congested field of National League contenders scratched into the 10th inning 
before Asdrubal Cabrera’s one-out homer off Steve Cishek gave the Phillies a 2-1 victory over the Cubs in 
the opener of a three-game series at Citizens Bank Park. 
 
Just like that, the Cubs’ lead in the NL Central shrunk to 3½ games over the Cardinals, while the Phillies 
have made up 2½ games on NL East-leading Atlanta in three days to close to just two games back. 
 
Bring on the final month of a thrilling 2018 season in the National League. 
 
Bring on Kris Bryant and Addison Russell, back from the Cubs’ disabled list Saturday as rosters expand. 
 
And bring some popcorn. 
 



 
“It’s going to be a tough month, getting through this stretch especially,” manager Joe Maddon said. 
 
Friday marked the third game in three days and three cities for the Cubs. 
 
On a day Jason Heyward was put on the disabled list with a hamstring injury, the Cubs squandered 
plenty of chances to score, including one in the third inning when they loaded the bases with one out for 
two of their hottest hitters: Anthony Rizzo (strikeout) and Ben Zobrist (groundout). 
 
And Tommy La Stella no sooner set the Cubs’ franchise record with his 21st pinch hit leading off the 
seventh than he ran the Cubs out of the inning three batters later when Javy Baez’s line drive to right 
turned into an inning-ending double play because La Stella was already around third — and was easily 
doubled off at second. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs put Jason Heyward (hamstring) on DL, add Dillon Maples to bullpen  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
PHILADELPHIA — Even with rosters expanding for the final month Saturday, the Cubs spun the revolving 
door on their lineup one more time, with right fielder Jason Heyward going on the disabled list just 
ahead of Kris Bryant being activated Saturday. 
 
Heyward, who injured his right hamstring on a diving play Thursday night in Atlanta, was put on the 10-
day DL to allow the Cubs to add Dillon Maples to the bullpen for a day before September roster sizes 
would have made the move moot. 
 
The DL decision helps protect a bullpen that was needed for 10⅔ innings in the previous two days alone. 
 
It also means Heyward won’t be eligible to return to the field before Sept. 10, which wasn’t likely 
anyway. 
 
“With hamstrings, you don’t want to push it now and make it something even worse than it might be,” 
manager Joe Maddon said. “You want to play it conservatively as you figure the whole thing out. He was 
definitely sore [Friday]. You’ve got to be really cautious with these things . . . especially this time of the 
year.” 
 
The Cubs, who hold a 3½-game lead in the NL Central after their 2-1 loss in 10 innings to the Phillies and 
wins by the Brewers and Cardinals, want to get their players healthy for late September and October 
instead of pushing them. 
 
Meanwhile, Maddon said he expects Bryant to be in the lineup Saturday for the first time since July 23 
when the third baseman returns from a shoulder injury as rosters expand. 
 
“I don’t want him to come in here and expect that he has to do a whole bunch of stuff,” said Maddon, 
who might ease him into the lineup lower than his accustomed second spot. “I want him to just come 
and play.” 
 
Broken record 
 



 
One night after his go-ahead homer in Atlanta tied the record, Tommy La Stella broke the Cubs’ single-
season pinch-hit mark (21) Friday with a single leading off the seventh. He was hitting for starter Jose 
Quintana, who went 2-for-2. 
 
“He’s always prepared,” Maddon said. “Give him a lot of credit. I try to play him as often as we can to 
keep the bat fresh when he gets those opportunities. He never complains.” 
 
The franchise record had been shared by Thad Bosley (1985) and Dave Clark (1997). 
 
Reinforcements 
 
Maddon said he expects two or three players to be called up Saturday in addition to Bryant and 
shortstop Addison Russell being activated from the DL. 
 
That could include the speedy outfielder Terrance Gore, who was acquired two weeks ago from the 
Royals. He has 21 career steals and no career hits. 
 
Calling up Gore will require clearing a spot on the 40-man roster. 
 
Russell ready 
 
Maddon expects Russell to be available off the bench for likely late-inning defensive duty Saturday as 
he’s eased back into more regular play. 
 
“I’m sure they have a set plan; maybe going over the plan with me might be a little beneficial for me 
moving toward the future,” said Russell, who said he’s ready for anything that’s asked of him. 
 
“I feel good. I feel really, really good,” he said. 
 
That includes the shoulder soreness that is almost gone and a sprained left middle finger that “I haven’t 
felt even once” during work in the batting cage over the past week. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
September call-ups who could make a difference for Cubs  
By Sean Hammond 
 
At the midway point of a stretch that includes 23 games in 23 days, the Cubs will receive a boost in 
Philadelphia this weekend. With the calendar flipping to September on Saturday, Major League Baseball 
clubs will expand their rosters to 40 men. 
 
In such a prolonged stretch without a day off, and in middle of a playoff race, the Cubs could use a few 
extra bodies. 
 
Most of the September additions will likely come from a lengthy list of players on the disabled list -- Kris 
Bryant, Addison Russell and possibly Brandon Morrow, to name a few. Besides these, manager Joe 
Maddon hinted Wednesday that he would like to see "maybe three or four guys" added to the roster. 
 
"I like an extra catcher, speed on the bench, and any time you could help the bullpen," Maddon said. 
 



 
Here are a few players who could make an impact for the Cubs in September and maybe even October if 
the Cubs can find room for them. This list does not include players coming off the DL. 
 
Dillon Maples, RHP: The 26-year-old hard-throwing reliever has struggled in three appearances with the 
Cubs in June and July this season. With a fastball that averages 97.2 mph, according to FanGraphs, 
Maples is a potential weapon in the bullpen. The biggest concern is his command: He has nine walks in 
8⅔ big league innings in his career. In Triple-A this season, Maples has a 2.82 earned run average in 38⅓ 
innings with a strikeout rate at 42.1 percent. 
 
Terrance Gore, OF: The recently acquired speedster is not currently on the Cubs' 40-man roster, so the 
club would have to move someone to make room for him. But the Cubs didn't trade for Gore, one of the 
few pinch-running specialists in the game, for nothing. They likely had October in mind. 
 
Gore stole 4 bases for the Kansas City Royals during their playoff runs in 2014 and 2015, all without ever 
earning a postseason plate appearance. A weapon like Gore could be highly valuable during the late 
innings of a one-run playoff game. 
 
Anthony Bass, RHP: Bass has logged 15⅓ innings for the Cubs already in 2018. Through his first 14⅓ 
innings, he posted a 0.63 ERA. Bass was optioned to Triple-A in early August after spending time on the 
disabled list with a back strain. Bass proved earlier this season he can pitch effectively in the big leagues 
and would provide the bullpen depth Maddon is looking for. 
 
Luke Farrell, RHP: Farrell pitched in 20 games for the Cubs, making two starts and logging 31⅓ innings. 
He has served primarily as a starter for the Triple-A Iowa Cubs since he was sent down in late July. 
Farrell struggled in both his starts for the big league Cubs. As a reliever, however, he has a 3.20 ERA with 
33 strikeouts in 25⅓ innings. Like Bass, Farrell showed he could throw quality innings out of the bullpen. 
 
Duane Underwood Jr., RHP: The Cubs second-round draft pick in 2012 made one big-league start this 
season on June 25 against the Dodgers. He allowed 1 earned run in four innings, striking out three and 
walking three. Underwood has made 20 starts at Triple-A Iowa in 2018, posting a 4-10 record with a 4.60 
ERA. It's possible Underwood could make a spot start here or there, if needed, or provide an extra arm 
in the bullpen. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Another day, another city: Puzzling mistakes cost Cubs in Philly 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
PHILADELPHIA — The Cubs played their third game in three days in three different cities. It’s reasonable 
to expect them to look a little out of sorts. And while the pitching was strong in Friday’s 2-1 10-inning 
loss to the Philadephia Phillies, there were perplexing mistakes on offense throughout the night. 
“Atlanta last night, Philadelphia tonight, the day before that was Chicago,” manager Joe Maddon said. 
“So, you can’t get too crazy about it. The guys are going through a tough stretch. I thought we came out 
and played hard, we just did not get the hit.” 
 
Friday night marked Game 11 in a stretch of 23 games in 23 days and the second in an 11-game, four-
city road trip. They’re 8-3 to start that stretch and Friday’s was the first game in which the offense was 
ineffective — outside of when they were mostly stymied by Cy Young contender Jacob deGrom, but 
most offenses he’s faced would say the same. On this night, the Cubs went 1-for-7 with runners in 
scoring position and left 10 runners on base. But it was how this one went down that stood out. 



 
 
In the third inning, Anthony Rizzo came to the plate with the bases loaded and just one out in a scoreless 
game. Rizzo swung through a slider that Phillies starter Nick Pivetta left up and above the zone and then 
missed a 96-mph heater that was center-cut. He then took a changeup in the dirt before aggressively 
chasing an elevated four-seamer that was well above the zone and away for strike three. 
 
“He’s just trying to do too much,” Maddon said. “He was going for all four points. That’s not like him. 
He’ll normally accept his walk there or just try to get a base hit the other way. He just got too big, and he 
knew that.” 
 
In 2015, Rizzo really reduced his swing-and-miss and started to become the player onlookers have 
grown accustomed to. Since that time, he’s swung at four-seamers in that general area just 3 percent of 
the time. And how many times has he swung and missed at pitches that far out of the zone up and 
away? According to the heat maps, zero. 
 
If Rizzo is swinging at that pitch, he’s likely in defensive mode, trying to stay alive. And he usually has 
enough bat control to avoid missing it. For some reason on this night, he chased a pitch he rarely swings 
at, and for the first time in at least four seasons, he missed it. As he walked back to the dugout, Rizzo 
was clearly furious with himself. It was just the third inning, but it would turn out to be one of a few 
crucial mistakes on the night. 
 
With the game tied at one in the top of the seventh, Maddon was forced to pull a rolling José Quintana. 
The lefty started a little slow, allowing a pair of baserunners in the first inning, but then retired 14 
straight before surrendering a one-out double in the sixth to Roman Quinn, who would eventually come 
around to score. Quintana ended up throwing six innings of one-run ball, giving up three hits while 
striking out seven and walking just one. He threw 88 pitches and garnered 10 swings and misses, six on 
his curveball, while getting 19 looking strikes, 12 on his four-seamer. 
 
“He had command of everything,” Maddon said. “His fastball had that good action at the end. His 
curveball was good, he threw a couple good changeups. He just had everything going on. I had to hit for 
him there when we gave up that run. He could’ve gone another inning easily.” 
 
Maddon sent out Tommy La Stella, who delivered his team-record 21st pinch-hit of the season with a 
solid single. One out later, Daniel Murphy singled and it seemed like the Cubs had something cooking 
with the heart of the order coming up. But when Javy Báez hit a hard liner to right with just one out, La 
Stella immediately broke for third, looking like he thought there were two outs. 
 
“Either that or he thought the ball was gonna be down,” Maddon said. 
 
But the ball held up, was caught for the second out of the inning and La Stella was easily doubled up off 
second, ending another threat with a whimper. Another rare mistake on an evening that saw a few of 
them. 
 
The final head-scratcher came in the eighth. With the bases loaded and two down, the pitcher’s spot 
came up. With Kyle Schwarber and Victory Caratini available, Maddon went to his backup catcher, who 
had a .638 OPS on the season coming into the evening. Caratini went down quickly, striking out on the 
third pitch he saw, a slider in the dirt diving down to his feet. 
 
“[I liked] the contact right there,” Maddon said of choosing Caratini over Schwarber. “The other part 
was, Schwarber was the last position player I wanted to use. If there was a chance to double switch, it 



 
would’ve been Schwarbs. That was the third out. You had to be guaranteed that it got through Murphy 
to be able to do that, and it wasn’t guaranteed. So that’s why I did it that way.” 
 
Caratini makes contact at an 81.9 percent rate on the year, which is about what he’s done for his very 
short career. Schwarber is at 73.3 percent for the season, the highest mark of his career. Righty 
Seranthony Dominguez was on the mound at the time. Caratini has a 74 wRC+ against righties for his 
career and is at 88 for the season. Schwarber is at 121 on the year, but one would assume that a lefty 
would have been brought in to face Schwarber (though it wasn’t clear if Phillies manager Gabe Kapler 
had one warming). 
 
Let’s assume a lefty would have been brought in. If that’s the case, Schwarber has a 70 wRC+ against 
lefties this year. With the bases loaded and two down, all you need is someone to get on base by any 
means. This season, Schwarber has hit .206 against lefties, but has gotten on base at a .349 rate. The 
switch-hitting Caratini has hit .287 against righties this year with a .330 OBP. In all likelihood, looking at 
the stats, it’s picking nits. But perhaps this tells us how Maddon feels about where Schwarber is at the 
plate as he has a .684 OPS since July 15. 
 
Ultimately, it was a loss that’s easily pinned on the offense. Maddon put it simply: The Cubs pitched well 
and picked it on defense, and they had good at-bats against Pivetta (they got him out of the game after 
five innings and forced him to throw 105 pitches), but they couldn’t get the big hit. With Kris Bryant 
coming back to the team on Saturday, it will surely change the look of things as the offense will feature 
him, a hot Rizzo and Ben Zobrist and the recently acquired Murphy for the first time. It’ll be a good 
opportunity to put a sloppy loss that rests on the offense behind them quickly. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs held to Baez's 29th HR in 10-inning duel 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHILADELPHIA -- The Cubs finished the month of August at 18-10, boasting the best record in the 
National League and knowing 2016 NL MVP Kris Bryant will be back in the lineup on Sept. 1. 
 
"I'll take an 18-10 September, if there's that many games [in the month]," Cubs manager Joe Maddon 
said. 
 
Hopefully for the Cubs, they'll get some rest before kicking off the final month of the regular season. On 
a rainy Friday night, Asdrubal Cabrera smacked a walk-off homer with one out in the 10th inning off 
Steve Cishek to lift the Phillies to a 2-1 win over the Cubs at Citizens Bank Park. 
 
The Phillies needed the win as they battle to secure a playoff spot. The Cubs were playing in their third 
city in three days, after a day game in Chicago on Wednesday and a makeup game in Atlanta on 
Thursday night. The Cards and Brewers both won Friday to pull within 3 1/2 and four games, 
respectively, of the division leaders. 
 
Javier Baez looked fresh, hitting his 29th home run, but that was all the offense. The Cubs stranded 10 
and were unable to take advantage of a solid start by Jose Quintana. 
 
"I liked the at-bats tonight, and we just didn't get the hit when it was necessary," Maddon said. "I don't 
know -- Atlanta last night, Philadelphia tonight, the day before it was Chicago. You can't get too crazy [or 



 
upset]. The guys are going through a tough stretch. We played, we played hard, we just didn't get the 
hit." 
 
This is a grueling stretch of 23 games without a day off. Baez didn't use the travel as an excuse. 
 
"I think baserunners, we just left too many baserunners on base," Baez said. "That's why we're not 
winning games. We've been winning games 1-0 in a few games with home runs and leaving a lot of 
baserunners on base. We're hitting the ball pretty good. We just have to get those runners in and we 
should be pretty good." 
 
Rosters expand on Saturday, and the Cubs should get a boost when they activate Bryant from the 
disabled list. 
 
On Friday, the game was tied at 1 when Cabrera launched a 1-2 pitch from Cishek to left-center for the 
game winner and the fifth walk-off homer of his career. 
 
Quintana was in line for his 12th win until he served up a game-tying RBI single to Cesar Hernandez with 
two outs in the sixth inning. Quintana struck out seven and now has a 2.25 ERA in his last three starts. 
 
"We pitched well," Maddon said. "We got a lot out of what we had in the bullpen. The guys did a great 
job -- [Cabrera] hit a home run, big deal. I'm not worried about that. Cishek was throwing the ball good. 
We had too many missed opportunities offensively." 
 
Maddon hasn't been able to give Baez a breather as the infielder subs at shortstop for injured Addison 
Russell, who also could be activated on Saturday. With one out in the fifth, Baez looked strong when he 
launched an 85.6-mph slider from Phillies starter Nick Pivetta a Statcast™-projected 417 feet to left-
center to give the Cubs a 1-0 lead. The homer raised his National League-leading RBI total to 98. 
 
"I'm just trying to keep my approach the same way," Baez said. "Hopefully [30 home runs and 100 RBIs] 
happens, and if it does, I'm happy for me and what I've done and obviously for the team." 
 
Baez is a legitimate NL MVP candidate, and Maddon knows how much fun it is to watch the infielder. 
 
"He plays the game with a joy," Maddon said Friday. "He plays the game as though he was 12, 16 years 
of age, and I love that about him, but his mind plays at a much more mature level. He understands the 
game as well as anybody who is playing it now. He sees things in real time that people don't. He's good 
but he's going to get better as he continues to learn the strike zone. Defensively, baserunning, he's at 
the highest level of his game." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Missed opportunity: The Cubs loaded the bases with one out in the third against Pivetta but the right-
hander escaped. Pivetta struck out Anthony Rizzo on four pitches and got Ben Zobrist to ground out to 
end the inning and the threat. In the eighth, the Cubs again loaded the bases but Seranthony Dominguez 
struck out pinch-hitter Victor Caratini to end the inning. 
 
"He's just trying to do too much," Maddon said of Rizzo. "He was going for all four points. He'll normally 
accept his walk there. He just got too big right there." 
 
Agree to disagree: Home-plate umpire Joe West said something to Baez after calling the Cubs' infielder 
out on strikes in the first inning. Baez didn't like the call, but he didn't argue that. 
 



 
"We do our best to stay in the game, obviously," Baez said. "I didn't think it was a good pitch, and it 
wasn't. We're human. We struggle a lot in this sport. But we admit it to ourselves. There's nothing 
wrong with asking or talking to the umpires. They need to start talking to us like humans because they're 
not. If anybody doesn't talk to me with respect, I won't talk to them with respect either. I didn't say 
anything to him and he came to me like I said something wrong. When somebody does that, I can't 
control my attitude. We're human, too." 
 
Baez said West didn't say anything to him the rest of the game. 
 
"Obviously I didn't want to talk to him," Baez said. "It doesn't matter. I know when I'm right. We made 
the adjustment. It's over with." 
 
SOUND SMART 
• Pinch-hitter Tommy La Stella singled to lead off the Cubs' seventh for his 21st hit off the bench this 
season, a franchise record. La Stella, who hit a two-run pinch-hit homer on Thursday, passed the single-
season record of 20 shared by Dave Clark (1997) and Thad Bosley (1985). 
 
• Quintana began the night 4-for-91 in his career at the plate and collected two singles for the first 
multi-hit game of his career. He singled to lead off the third, the first hit off Pivetta, and then singled 
with two outs and a runner on in the fourth. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"We feel really good. We're trying to fight every game. We're in a good position now. We come to the 
ballpark every day and try to do our best. … It's the last month. At this point, everything is different. 
Winning games is so hard." -- Quintana, on the Cubs 
 
MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
With two outs in the top of the eighth and a runner at second, Willson Contreras was called safe on an 
errant throw by third baseman Maikel Franco. The Phillies challenged the ruling but after a review, the 
call stood. 
 
UP NEXT 
Kyle Hendricks (10-10, 3.86 ERA) will start Saturday in the second game of this series against the Phillies, 
who counter with Zach Eflin (9-5, 3.99). Hendricks held the Reds to two hits over seven innings to pick 
up his 10th win in his last outing. He will hate to turn the calendar. The right-hander is 15-3 all time in 
August. He lost to the Phillies at Wrigley Field on June 5, giving up five runs over five innings. First pitch 
is scheduled for 6:05 p.m. CT from Citizens Bank Park. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Heyward placed on DL; Bryant set to return  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHILADELPHIA -- Cubs manager Joe Maddon was encouraged when he saw Jason Heyward walk off the 
field on Thursday under his own power after injuring his right hamstring, but the outfielder was not 
ready to play on Friday and was placed on the 10-day disabled list. 
 
"With hamstrings, you don't want to push it and make it something worse," Maddon said Friday. "You 
want to play it conservatively as you figure the whole thing out. It's definitely sore. When he walked off 
the field, I took it as a good sign. 



 
 
"You have to be really cautious with these things because even if it's mild, you don't want it to become 
someting more than that, especially at this time of year," Maddon said. 
 
Heyward was injured trying to make a defensive play at SunTrust Park in a makeup game against the 
Braves. If weather had postponed the game against the Phillies on Friday night, the Cubs might not have 
made the roster move. Instead, they were able to add an extra arm for the bullpen and called up right-
hander Dillon Maples. 
 
Heyward, 29, was batting .275 with 21 doubles, seven homers and 52 RBIs in 114 games this season. 
 
Bryant ready to return 
The Cubs do expect Kris Bryant to be back in the lineup on Saturday, but Maddon doesn't want to put 
too many expectations on the third baseman, who has been sidelined since July 24 with a sore left 
shoulder. In four games with Triple-A Iowa, Bryant was 2-for-10 with three walks and four strikeouts. 
 
"I don't want him to come in here and expect that he has to do a whole bunch of stuff -- I want him to 
just come and play," Maddon said Friday about Bryant, who will be activated from the disabled list on 
Saturday when rosters expand for September. 
 
Maddon does have to figure out where to put Bryant, who has primarily batted second or third this 
season. That was before Daniel Murphy was acquired from the Nationals. 
 
"I like the way it's setting up a lot," Maddon said of the lineup. "Daniel at the top for me has been a 
difference-maker. I know he's not done it a lot before, but I think what he's done for the group, just look 
at this lineup and cross that name out. It's just a different vibe for us and a different outlook for the 
other side. I like the way it sets up, and I think he's setting a great example for the rest of the group." 
 
Maddon does like to alternate the left-handed and right-handed hitters. One player who seems to be 
benefiting from the maneuvering is Ben Zobrist, who began the day second in the National League with 
a .314 batting average. 
 
"I think he's hitting that well because we have protected him," Maddon said of Zobrist. 
 
Russell also on deck 
The Cubs hope to activate shortstop Addison Russell from the disabled list on Saturday as well. He's 
been nursing both a left middle finger sprain and right shoulder inflammation. 
 
"I guess the hitting component does not bother him," Maddon said of Russell. "His hand feels great. The 
issue has been his arm and he's been throwing at a distance. It's getting well. It's not 100 percent, but 
it's definitely well enough to play." 
 
With Major League rosters expanding, the Cubs also could add a few other players, Maddon said. 
Catcher Bobby Wilson, who was acquired from the Twins on Thursday, was expected to join the team, 
but he's not ready to be activated from the disabled list. Wilson is bothered by a sprained right ankle. 
 
Hamels back home 
Friday marked Cole Hamels' return to Philadelphia for the first time since he pitched for the Phillies in 
2015. The left-hander is not going to face his former team this series but will start Monday against the 
Brewers. 
 



 
"The way it worked out was good -- let him come back to Philly and enjoy his three days. He deserves 
that," Maddon said. "Knowing how competitive he is, he may have wanted to [pitch]. I didn't talk to him 
about it. I thought how it played out was good." 
 
Home-field watch 
In 2015, the Cubs won a Wild Card berth and advanced to the NL Championship Series. In 2016, they 
posted the best record in the NL, which gave them home-field advantage in the postseason, and they 
took advantage of that. 
 
They entered Friday with a five-game lead for the top mark in the NL standings. Is it important to finish 
the season with the best record? 
 
"It's always important -- it's the best way to do it," Maddon said. "That's what we want to do. It's going 
to be a tough month [in September]. Getting through this stretch, particularly, we need to get through 
this stretch in good shape." 
 
The Cubs are in the midst of a string of 23 games without a day off, including an 11-game road trip. 
 
"If we manipulate this properly and continue to pitch and play defense, I think we can end up with the 
best record," Maddon said. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Source: Cubs sign veteran lefty Garcia  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHILADELPHIA -- MLB.com's Mark Feinsand reports the Cubs have signed lefty Jaime Garcia to a Minor 
League deal. The Cubs have not confirmed the deal. 
 
Garcia was designated for assignment on Saturday and was released by the Blue Jays on Wednesday. In 
25 games (13 starts) with Toronto, he was 3-6 with a 5.93 ERA. 
 
Garcia, 32, has pitched for the Cardinals, Braves, Twins, Yankees and Blue Jays, compiling a 70-61 record 
and a 3.84 ERA over 10 seasons. This year, he held left-handed hitters to a .188 average. 
 
The Cubs have been stockpiling relievers, adding Jesse Chavez and Brandon Kintzler before the July 31 
non-waiver Trade Deadline and Jorge De La Rosa in August. 
 
-- 
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