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A.J. Ellis joins Padres as special assistant 
 
Catcher played critical role with club last year in final season 
 
AJ Cassavell, MLB.com  
 
SAN DIEGO -- The Padres have hired longtime catcher A.J. Ellis as a special assistant to the club's 
baseball operations staff, bringing an end to a steady 11-year career for Ellis. 

The 37-year-old backstop spent the bulk of that time with the Dodgers, where he developed a 
reputation for his positive influence on pitchers and his excellent on-base skills. He finished with a 
.239/.340/.352 career slash line and 44 homers. 

Ellis is perhaps best known for his role as the preferred batterymate of Clayton Kershaw. In nine seasons 
together in Los Angeles, Ellis caught 829 of Kershaw's innings, more than double Yasmani Grandal, who 
ranks next on the list. 

Ellis was traded to Philadelphia during the 2016 season, prompting emotional responses from both him 
and Kershaw. Ellis played the '17 season in Miami before joining the Padres in '18. Ellis hit an impressive 
.272/.378/.344 in 183 plate appearances last year, prompting some to assume he'd be a nice free-agent 
fit somewhere.. 2nd, 2018 

Instead, Ellis' new role in the organization could be an extension of his role last season. The Padres 
carried three catchers for much of the year, and Ellis' playing time was limited mostly to occasional 
pinch-hitting duties. 

More important, in the Padres' eyes, was Ellis' work with the young pitchers and catchers in the 
clubhouse. Starting catcher Austin Hedges raved about Ellis' input during strategy sessions. Plus, the 
Padres have a deep contingent of catching prospects as well, including Francisco Mejia (Padres No. 3 
prospect), Luis Campusano (No. 24), Austin Allen (No. 25) and Blake Hunt. 

As things stand, Ellis' new role is not yet clearly defined, but suffice it to say the Padres are thrilled he's 
on board. During his career, Ellis was never much of a power threat, and most of his numbers won't turn 
heads. But as an unheralded 18th-rounder, who debuted at 27 then caught 620 games with a .340 OBP, 
it's a career that's certainly worth remembering. 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/454560/aj-ellis
http://m.mlb.com/player/477132/clayton-kershaw
http://m.mlb.com/player/518735/yasmani-grandal
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/642336/francisco-mejia
http://m.mlb.com/player/664119/austin-allen
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Here are 20 impact rookies for 2019 
 
Jonathan Mayo, MLB.com   
 
Every year when we put out our Top 100 Prospects list, we'll invariably get a question that looks 
something like this: 

"[Insert close to Major League ready prospect name here] is going to be in the big leagues this year. How 
come he isn't higher than [Insert farther away prospect name here]?" 

The short answer is that the Top 100 list is all about long-term potential and who we think will be the 
best Major League players 5-10 years from now. But that doesn't mean we don't care about immediate 
impact. Every year, we see countless prospects graduate off of our lists onto 25-man rosters.  

Who could make that jump in 2019? Here's a list of 10 players (with their 2019 Prospect Watch ranking, 
where applicable, in parentheses) in each league who could get the opportunity to show what they can 
do at the highest level this year, perhaps even contending for Rookie of the Year honors: 

American League 

1. Vladimir Guerrero Jr., 3B, Blue Jays (1): Who doesn't want to see the best prospect in baseball, and 
one of the best hitting prospects we've ever seen, be in Toronto's Opening Day lineup? Even if that 
doesn't happen, Vlad Jr. is about as close to a slam dunk in terms of making an impact, and the second 
he makes his big league debut, he automatically becomes a serious Rookie of the Year candidate. And he 
won't be alone. Top 100 prospect Danny Jansen will be there from the start of the season, while guys 
like Bo Bichette and Cavan Biggio could find their way to Toronto as well. 

2. Eloy Jimenez, OF, White Sox (3): If it weren't for Vlad Jr., everyone would be talking about Eloy. The 
guy can hit for average and power and is ready to hit from the middle of a lineup right now. He might 
need to wait a bit, but we'll be able to watch him mash in Chicago soon enough. 

3. Jesus Luzardo, LHP, A's (12): Luzardo pitched his way from the Class A Advanced California League up 
to Triple-A in 2018, and he's now considered the top left-handed pitching prospect in baseball. There's 
also plenty of opportunity in Oakland, with multiple rotation spots open and the organization making it 
clear he's competing for one of them this spring. 

, 2019 
4. Forrest Whitley, RHP, Astros (7): With all of the winning the Astros have been doing of late, they 
shouldn't have this many prospects ready to make an impact in Houston this year. Anyone who saw 
Whitley pitch in the Arizona Fall League knows his stuff is ready to attack big league hitters. And he 
could be joined by Kyle Tucker, Yordan Alvarez and Josh James in 2019. 

5. Justus Sheffield, LHP, Mariners (43): The M's got him in the James Paxton deal with an eye towards 
the 2019 rotation. He might not have the same ceiling as the arms above him on this list, but he's ready 
to reach his mid-rotation ceiling right now. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2019
http://m.mlb.com/player/665489/vladimir-guerrero-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/643376/danny-jansen
http://m.mlb.com/player/666182/bo-bichette
http://m.mlb.com/player/624415/cavan-biggio
http://m.mlb.com/player/650391/eloy-jimenez
http://m.mlb.com/player/666200/jesus-luzardo
http://m.mlb.com/player/666215/forrest-whitley
http://m.mlb.com/player/663656/kyle-tucker
http://m.mlb.com/player/670541/yordan-alvarez
http://m.mlb.com/player/657624/josh-james
http://m.mlb.com/player/656954/justus-sheffield
http://m.mlb.com/player/572020/james-paxton
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6. Griffin Canning, RHP, Angels (63): The Angels' second-round pick in 2017 made it to Triple-A in his 
first full season. With many question marks in the big league rotation, don't be surprised to see the 
right-hander knock down the door soon. 

7. Nate Lowe, 1B, Rays (No. 3 1B): The trade of Jake Bauers to Cleveland opens up a spot at first, and 
Lowe is ready to step in after a .330/.416/.568 line across three levels in 2018. 

, 2019 
8. Christin Stewart, OF, Tigers: Stewart hit at least 25 home runs in three straight seasons en route to 
making his big league debut last year. The power is legit and left field looks like it's his to lose. 

9. Austin Hays, OF, Orioles: Hays took the prospect world by storm by racing to the big leagues in his 
first full season of pro ball in 2017, but things went sideways in 2018, with injuries playing a big part. He 
has the chance to wipe the slate clean and help the Orioles rebuild. 

10. Nicky Lopez, SS/2B, Royals: There doesn't appear to be a starting spot for Lopez up the middle in 
Kansas City right now, but Lopez's versatility -- he can play short and second, and has played third and 
the outfield as an amateur -- combined with his advanced approach, could land this overachiever in the 
big leagues a la Whit Merrifield's rookie season. 

National League 

1. Victor Robles, OF, Nationals (4): Injuries cost Robles much of the 2018 season and made him a bit of a 
forgotten top prospect, especially since Juan Soto streaked past him and made such a splash in 
Washington. But with Bryce Harper likely gone, a job is there for Robles and his five tools to grab. 

2. Peter Alonso, 1B, Mets (51): After 36 homers and 119 RBIs in 2018, no one doubts Alonso's bat is 
ready for the big leagues. A combination of concerns about his defense and wanting to control service 
time could slow him temporarily, but the Mets are going to have to get his power bat into the lineup 
soon. 

14th, 2019 
3. Touki Toussaint, RHP, Braves (50): Toussaint got the nod since he pitched meaningful innings in 
Atlanta late in the season and landed on the postseason roster. He could be competing with and/or 
joined by any combination of Mike Soroka, Kyle Wright and Bryse Wilson from the deep stable of 
exciting pitching prospects in the system. 

4. Nick Senzel, 3B/2B/OF, Reds (6): Even with missed time because of an injury, it's clear Senzel's bat is 
deemed ready for Cincinnati. The only question is where he'll play. Originally a third baseman, he played 
some second in 2018 and has been working on learning to play center field, where there is an opening. 

5. Alex Reyes, RHP, Cardinals (33): After working his way back from Tommy John surgery, Reyes tore his 
lat, ending his 2018 season really before it began. He's healthy and has been throwing; now it's just a 
matter of figuring out what role he's going to serve on the big league staff. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/656288/griffin-canning
http://m.mlb.com/player/663993/nate-lowe
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2019?list=1b
http://m.mlb.com/player/641343/jake-bauers
http://m.mlb.com/player/621514/christin-stewart
http://m.mlb.com/player/669720/austin-hays
http://m.mlb.com/player/670032/nicky-lopez
http://m.mlb.com/player/593160/whit-merrifield
http://m.mlb.com/player/645302/victor-robles
http://m.mlb.com/player/665742/juan-soto
http://m.mlb.com/player/547180/bryce-harper
http://m.mlb.com/player/624413/peter-alonso
http://m.mlb.com/player/657053/touki-toussaint
http://m.mlb.com/player/647336/mike-soroka
http://m.mlb.com/player/657140/kyle-wright
http://m.mlb.com/player/669060/bryse-wilson
http://m.mlb.com/player/669222/nick-senzel
http://m.mlb.com/player/621052/alex-reyes
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6. Brendan Rodgers, INF, Rockies (10): The departure of DJ LeMahieu leaves a huge hole at second base 
in Colorado, and Rodgers will get a chance to show what he can do this spring, competing with fellow 
prospect Garrett Hampson and former prospect Ryan McMahon. Rodgers' positional flexibility might 
help him get big league time sooner rather than later. 

7. Fernando Tatis Jr., SS, Padres (2): His impact might be much larger than his ranking, it's just that it 
might be a little bit before he gets the call, though his huge winter ball showing might push him to San 
Diego a bit more quickly. The Padres could have a prospect-laden team that includes him, Luis 
Urias and Francisco Mejia. 

, 2019 
8. Mitch Keller, RHP, Pirates (19): Keller will get a nice long look this spring but will undoubtedly start 
the year back in Triple-A, where he scuffled initially. The Pirates tend to be cautious with their young 
pitching prospects, but if he excels and the back of the big league rotation falters, he could get the call. 

9. Taylor Widener, RHP, D-backs: Acquired last offseason in the Brandon Drury deal, Widener 
dominated the Double-A Southern League in his first season with the organization, leading the system in 
ERA and strikeouts. He could be the first starter called up when there's a need. 

10. Enyel De Los Santos, RHP, Phillies: The Phillies clearly feel they can compete now, but that doesn't 
mean they won't need help from young pitchers. De Los Santos made his big league debut last year and 
could fill a starting or relief role. Lefties like JoJo Romero or Ranger Suarez could also pitch in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/663898/brendan-rodgers
http://m.mlb.com/player/518934/dj-lemahieu
http://m.mlb.com/player/641658/garrett-hampson
http://m.mlb.com/player/641857/ryan-mcmahon
http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/649966/luis-urias
http://m.mlb.com/player/649966/luis-urias
http://m.mlb.com/player/642336/francisco-mejia
http://m.mlb.com/player/656605/mitch-keller
http://m.mlb.com/player/642203/taylor-widener
http://m.mlb.com/player/592273/brandon-drury
http://m.mlb.com/player/660853/enyel-de-los-santos
http://m.mlb.com/player/668941/jojo-romero
http://m.mlb.com/player/624133/ranger-suarez
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As they ready for spring training, Padres 

waiting on Harper, Machado 
 

Kevin Acee, SDUT  

The Padres are among the teams still waiting on Manny Machado and Bryce Harper. 

This is a prelude to one of the biggest moments in franchise history or a set-up to one of the 
biggest letdowns. 

The numbers are in, the players and their agents know what the Padres say they can and will 
do. 

That’s about all that is known right now, with the team’s first full-squad workout seven days 
away. 

Always relatively secretive about their machinations under General Manager A.J. Preller, the 
team stepped up its efforts to guard information about its intentions around the time it 
became known it was pursuing Machado. 

A few days later, word got out about the Padres meeting with Harper. 

Since then, mostly silence. Hardly a peep, actually. 

It is seemingly a curious circumstance that the Padres are even occupied with thoughts of 
either of the star free agents, both of whom are 26 years old. It was practically a given at the 
start of the offseason that they wouldn’t be adding one of the two most accomplished young 
players to ever reach free agency. 

The team signed first baseman Eric Hosmer to an eight-year, $144 million contract last spring 
and is building with its eye on contending in 2020 and beyond. This year was long thought to 
be essentially a continuation of that process. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-in-on-manny-machado-20190125-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-bryce-harper-mlb-nationals-free-agent-20190131-story.html
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Then word came last month that Machado’s price might not be as high as had been 
expected. So the Padres did some math and made some calls. They ultimately found out 
Machado’s asking price was, indeed, still in the $300 million range, around the same as 
Harper’s. 

Still, the Padres pressed on (after doing some more math). 

What has been gleaned from minimal conversations with those familiar with at least some of 
the Padres’ workings is that Preller has spent countless hours talking with his bosses and 
others in the organization who generate and decide where money is spent. Those 
conversations are about what the signing of the players would mean on the field and off — 
in terms of making the Padres better and bringing in revenue. 

The team is cognizant that merely signing one of the players doesn’t greatly improve their 
on-field prospects for 2019, in that their starting pitching is wholly unproven. Their 
investment would ostensibly be for 2020 and forward. 

The Padres decided to make a play for the pair — at a certain, unknown price — in part due 
to the fact that in the coming years they don’t have large contractual commitments beyond 
Hosmer and outfielder Wil Myers. Hosmer will make $20 million a year through 2022 before 
he can opt out of his contract (or play the deal out at $13 million a year for the following 
three years). Myers will make $20 million a year from 2020-22 with the club holding an 
option to pay him another $20 million in ‘23 or let him go. 

Machado is a natural fit, given he plays third base, the Padres’ greatest positional need. 
Harper, three months younger than Machado and arguably more marketable, plays right 
field, the team’s deepest spot. 

The thought around baseball is one of the two superstars has to sign before others will. But 
teams that are engaged with them seem to be waiting for the players to make a move. 

The Machado signing is particularly pertinent to the Padres, whether he ends up with them 
or another team. They are intent on adding a veteran third baseman. Mike Moustakas or 
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Marwin Gonzalez are two of the players they have targeted, but the market at that position 
will likely remain at a standstill until the marquee name is removed. 
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Padres Preview: San Diego Turning The 
Corner As Spring Training Begins 
 
Jared Wyllys, Forbes 

The Padres lost 96 games last season and haven't appeared in the playoffs since 2006. As a franchise, 
they've appeared in the World Series only twice—1984 and 1998—and lost both times. 

Yet there is a sense of optimism brewing in San Diego, and that has a lot to do with a farm system that is 
currently ranked among the best in baseball. And a meeting with Bryce Harper and rumors that the 
Padres might be in on both him and Manny Machado seem to signal that San Diego is ready to move on 
from rebuilding. 

But unless they do sign Harper or Machado, or both, it is not realistic to think that they will compete in 
the National League West. There's talent on the roster and more coming from the minors, but without 
the aforementioned free agents, it won't be enough. 

What's New 

There's a new second baseman. The Padres signed Ian Kinsler in December to a two-year, $8 million 
contract with a team option to keep him around in 2021. He will turn 37 in June and though his 
production has tapered off in recent years, Kinsler's best value to the up-and-coming Padres is his 
experience and veteran leadership. He has played in the World Series three times, including last year 
with the Red Sox. 

What Could Change 

In short, a lot. Whether it's because the Padres become the team that finally signs Harper and/or 
Machado, or because one of their prospects makes the jump the majors, the team sits poised to take a 
leap forward in their division. 

Obviously adding Harper or Machado to the roster would make a major impact. Baseball Prospectus's 
PECOTA projection system that came out last week had the Padres improving by almost 10 wins 
even withoutsigning either of those players. Either player could add at least a few wins to that total, 
which would put them at least in the wild card conversation. Probably not quite there yet, but very 
close. 

Otherwise, top prospects Luis Urias and Francisco Meija are already on the 40-man roster and both had 
brief looks at the major league level in 2018. It's possible that one or both could break camp at the end 
of March with the big league club. Shortstop Fernando Tatis, Jr. is the best prospect in the system and 
among the best in all of baseball, but he played only 88 games at the Double-A level last year because of 
a thumb injury in July. Tatis is talented enough to hit the majors this year as long as he is healthy. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jaredwyllys/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/the-padres-are-in-the-mix-for-bryce-harper-and-manny-machado-will-they-strike-a-deal-or-fall-short/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/the-padres-are-in-the-mix-for-bryce-harper-and-manny-machado-will-they-strike-a-deal-or-fall-short/
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What's Coming 

They will be better than 2018, that much seems for sure. San Diego's 66 wins last season was the lowest 
since 2008, so the bar isn't exactly high. But even with an improvement of nine or ten wins, this probably 
isn't enough for Padres fans to start saving money for postseason gear. At least, not this season. 

The problem is that the Dodgers, for as perplexing as their offseason has been, remain the cream of the 
NL West crop. The Diamondbacks are weakened by the loss of first baseman Paul Goldschmidt, but the 
Rockies are still better than the Padres by a lot, so they are at best the third-best team in the division. 
The Giants have also reportedly been involved in talks with Bryce Harper so the competition could be 
even tougher. 

So unless they make a splash with Harper or Machado, the Padres will take only a small step forward in 
2019. With a projected payroll this year of $83 million, they can easily afford to go hard after both 
players. 

Best-Case Scenario: They do land one (or both!) of the winter's best free agents and the stacked farm 
system starts supplying the major league roster with that red-hot talent and the Padres turn into the 
Cinderella playoff team. It could happen, but that's banking on a lot of things going just right. 

Worst-Case Scenario: Neither Harper nor Machado picks San Diego as home, and the likes of Urias, 
Meija, and Tatis aren't able to be enough to make the team any better. The growing pains are sharp and 
as a result, the Padres sit at around 65-70 wins without any signs that the team is actually turning a 
corner toward being competitive. 
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NL West prospect guide: Who to watch on 
the Diamondbacks, Rockies, Dodgers, Padres 
and Giants 
 
San Diego Padres ESPN.com, Keith Law 

 
The Padres' system remains the strongest in baseball, and is still as deep in potential above-average 
regulars as any organization in the game right now. This might be their last year on top, as they're set to 
graduate as many as five of their eight prospects in the top 100 this year, and there could be a year or 
two of a gap before their next wave of teenagers heads into the middle to top of the main rankings. But 
they are set to contend for a long time with the sheer quantity of high-ceiling talent here. 

1. Fernando Tatis Jr., SS (ranked No. 1) 
2. MacKenzie Gore, LHP (ranked No. 7) 
3. Francisco Mejia, C (ranked No. 29) 
4. Chris Paddack, RHP (ranked No. 44) 
5. Adrian Morejon, LHP (ranked No. 46) 
6. Luis Patino, RHP (ranked No. 50) 
7. Luis Urias, SS/2B (ranked No. 56) 
8. Logan Allen, LHP (ranked No. 80) 
9. Ryan Weathers, LHP (Just missed) 
10. Tirso Ornelas, OF 
 
Tirso Ornelas was one of three 18-year-old position players with Fort Wayne last year, and he continued 
to produce hard contact while showing an advanced feel for the strike zone -- still not showing power 
yet but with more expected as he fills out. He's going to end up in right field, so he does need to put 
more balls in the seats as he gets older, but the fact that he was above the league median in strikeout 
rate while coming in well above the median walk rate is all a big positive. His swing is still among my 
favorites in the minors. 

Tucupita Marcano (11) can flat-out hit, making his U.S. debut last year between the AZL and the 
Northwest League, posting a strikeout rate under 7 percent for the summer, and showing he could hit 
good velocity at both stops. He's a 60-grade runner who plays short now, could easily handle second, 
and might be passable at third, and he'll probably move around because of the other shortstops around 
him in the system. But last year's No. 30 prospect did what I expected him to do and then some. Even at 
second base, his hit tool and speed should make him an above-average regular. 

Right-hander Reggie Lawson (12) has made a lot of progress since the Padres signed him, especially in 
restoring his delivery after someone shortened his stride and cost him probably a million dollars in the 
2016 draft. His fastball is now sitting 94-95 mph when he's starting, which goes well with a plus 

http://insider.espn.com/mlb/insider/story/_/id/25851786/keith-law-2019-top-prospects-nos-50-1
http://insider.espn.com/mlb/insider/story/_/id/25851786/keith-law-2019-top-prospects-nos-50-1
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33248/francisco-mejia
http://insider.espn.com/mlb/insider/story/_/id/25851786/keith-law-2019-top-prospects-nos-50-1
http://insider.espn.com/mlb/insider/story/_/id/25851786/keith-law-2019-top-prospects-nos-50-1
http://insider.espn.com/mlb/insider/story/_/id/25851786/keith-law-2019-top-prospects-nos-50-1
http://insider.espn.com/mlb/insider/story/_/id/25851786/keith-law-2019-top-prospects-nos-50-1
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/35383/luis-urias
http://insider.espn.com/mlb/insider/story/_/id/25852941/keith-law-2019-top-prospects-nos-100-51
http://insider.espn.com/mlb/insider/story/_/id/25852941/keith-law-2019-top-prospects-nos-100-51
http://insider.espn.com/mlb/insider/story/_/id/25833101/just-missed-top-100
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changeup that has two-seam-like action, attacking hitters in the zone with two pitches; his curveball has 
more power now at 78-79 mph and he's introduced a slider as well. His ERA last year in the California 
League was a little misleading; he got bombed in two starts in late July in great hitters' parks in Lancaster 
and Rancho Cucamonga, giving up 19 runs in 7⅓ innings, adding over a run to his ERA for the season. 

Michel Baez (13) was a disappointment last year, with his stuff just generally down across the board, 
losing velocity and crispness to fastball and breaking stuff alike, and his delivery started to slip as he 
became more cross-body and less online to the plate. He began the year a few weeks late with a back 
issue but didn't miss a start from April 23 onward; it's possible he never got right physically, but either 
way he wasn't the same guy he'd been in 2017. 

Josh Naylor (14) continues to produce, hitting .297/.383/.447 last year in Double-A San Antonio, but he's 
still probably not fully tapping into his power. He's not a 20 runner, but he's going to be a below-average 
defender in left, even with above-average arm strength. I do think he'll turn out to be fine at first base, 
which is more than I expected from him as an amateur before he improved his conditioning. He'd be a 
top-10 prospect in 27 systems, but not this one. 

Hudson Potts (15) has worked himself into at least a fringy defender at third, and thanks to a throwing 
program in the Padres' system, his arm works much better now. He has plus power, trending toward 
grade 70, but has a big, low path at the plate with an open stride, and he has a hard time covering the 
inner third of the plate, especially when pitchers come in with velocity. As is, he's a big leaguer, maybe a 
below-average regular or corner infield backup; if he can cover that inner third better, he has more 
potential. 

Anderson Espinoza (16) has missed two years now around an elbow injury that eventually required 
Tommy John surgery, but should be ready for spring training and back in games around May. He could 
be a top-40 prospect again if his stuff has returned, although he's now lost two years of valuable 
development time. 

Center fielder Jeisson Rosario (17) was another of the 18-year-olds on the Fort Wayne roster, drawing 
an impressive 66 walks, good for sixth in the Midwest League. He's well built at 6-foot-1 and 190 
pounds, and a plus runner who should be plus if not more in center. He can show a little power in 
batting practice, albeit not yet in games. 

Catcher Luis Campusano's (18) season ended in late July due to a concussion, always a concern for 
catchers, but before that he had a solid full-season debut, rarely striking out, hitting the ball on the 
ground too much but with good exit velocity. He swings a 35-ounce bat and still shows above-average 
bat speed, so if he can loft the ball at all he's going to start to hit for power. He blocks well, has an 
average arm, and continues to work on other aspects of catching like receiving and game-calling. He has 
above-average ceiling as an offensive catcher with power. 

Justin Lopez (19) played about a half-season in Fort Wayne, also at 18 -- he won't turn 19 until May -- 
and didn't produce there or in a stint in the Australian League this winter, but he's an excellent defensive 
shortstop with a good swing who just needs to play somewhere appropriate to his age for once. Xavier 
Edwards (20) was the Padres' second pick in last year's draft, taken in the supplemental round. He was a 
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Miami-area prep shortstop who has plus speed and good actions for the position but whose arm might 
push him to second base or even to center. He has a short, contact-oriented swing that won't produce 
power but should let him put the ball in play often and use his speed more on the bases. He could be a 
solid-average regular. 

Jacob Nix (21) made the big leagues last year but really struggled to miss bats or consistently locate his 
breaking ball, and didn't throw his changeup nearly enough, so left-handed batters really got to him. He 
could still end up a back-end starter but has to change his pitching plan. Esteury Ruiz (22), acquired in a 
2017 trade with the Royals, has electric bat speed and makes very hard contact, but strikes out too often 
right now due to poor plate discipline and the way he tucks his front shoulder when he swings. He has 
power and he's a plus runner, with 49 steals last year in 60 attempts. He's played second and third but 
might just end up in left field. The swings aren't similar, but his skill set and defensive profile aren't too 
far off from Alfonso Soriano's at the same age. 
 
Pedro Avila (23) is a four-pitch right-hander who throws 90-94 mph along with a plus, high-spin slider. 
His fastball plays a little light and he often tries to be too fine rather than just attacking hitters with the 
fastball and slider. He's a potential fourth starter, depending on his command and ability to make in-
game adjustments. Right-hander Andres Munoz (24) has been clocked throwing up to 100 mph with 
some effort, and he's not very physical, but the Padres see enough now stuff here that they pushed him 
to Double-A last year after he came back from a sore elbow that limited him for the first two months. 

Corner infielder Ty France (25) might see time on the Padres' bench this year, playing some third, some 
first, and just hitting; he hit 19 homers total in 2016-17, then hit 22 last year, without giving up contact 
or patience. He's not much of a defender anywhere, but hits left- and right-handed pitching well enough 
to earn a reserve spot, maybe even to start a little at a corner if there's an injury. Buddy Reed (26) is a 
plus defender in center with quick hands at the plate, but his swing still doesn't work well from either 
side -- it's handsy, lacking bat control, and doesn't get his lower half involved at all, so there's some 
contact but no impact. He hit well in Lake Elsinore, a good hitters' park, but was old for high-A, and 
dropped off across the board in Double-A. His defensive value and speed could make him an up-and-
down guy. 

Right-hander Nick Margevicius (27) dominated two levels last year by throwing his fringe-average 
fastball where he wanted it and pairing it with a plus curveball with huge spin to it; he walked 17 batters 
in 135 innings total between high-A and Double-A, although the fastball comes in at just 90-91 mph and 
gets hit a bit. He's big and broad-shouldered like you'd want a workhorse starter to be, but if the 
curveball is his only above-average pitch he's probably a pen guy. Shortstop Owen Miller (28) has good 
feel to hit, with a much-improved contact rate last spring, but will have to move to second base or 
become a utility infielder. He might come into average power down the line but should hit enough now 
for a middle-infield role. 

Austin Allen (29) continued to show plus power at age 24 in Double-A, and he's an adequate defender 
behind the plate to be a good backup catcher, although he probably lacks the receiving and throwing 
skills to be a regular. Right-hander Trey Wingenter (30) throws 96-99 mph to go with a power slider 
from a low arm slot, but got touched up a bit by lefties in his major league debut at the end of the 
season. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/35282/jacob-nix
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/38532/trey-wingenter
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And so, so many others of note: Mexican right-hander Efrain Contreras, known as "The Embalmer" 
because his family works in the mortuary world, is just 5-foot-10 but works in the mid- to upper 90s and 
has a power slider. Last year, he walked just 14 in 68⅓ innings across the Dominican Summer League, 
AZL and Northwest League. Another Mexican teenager, outfielder Agustin Ruiz, has an advanced 
approach for his age (he'll play at 19 all year) but hasn't tapped into his power yet, although he's worked 
on adding muscle this winter. Gabriel Arias was the third 18-year-old regular in Fort Wayne, and 
probably wasn't ready for the level physically; he won't even turn 19 until late February. He's an elite 
defender at short with a 70-grade or better arm, but at the plate he's still raw, and he's not a runner. 

Edward Olivares might be an extra outfielder with a handful of average tools, but has neither a plus tool 
nor the plate discipline to make him a potential regular. Michell Miliano's velocity sits at 93-94 mph, 
thrown with a pretty arm action. He also generates big spin on his slider, but the right-hander is a long 
way from being a pitcher, walking way too many guys in the AZL last year while posting a 9.21 ERA and 
getting killed by lefties. Catcher Blake Hunt, one of the Padres' second-round picks in 2017, had a solid 
year with the bat as a 19-year-old in the Northwest League, getting on base albeit without power. The 
surprise was that his catching, supposedly a strength in high school, backed up, as he was boxing more 
balls and neither receiving nor throwing as well as he did as an amateur. 

Jonny Homza continued his transition from third base to catcher, repeating the AZL, and could move up 
to Tri-City this year; he's going to take some time because of the position switch and because the Padres 
took him from an Alaska high school. Eguy Rosario didn't belong in the Cal League last year as an 18-
year-old, but the Padres didn't have spots for all of their teenage middle infielders to play regularly; he 
was overmatched and wore down physically, with August his worst month by far. Their 2018 fourth-
rounder Dylan Coleman is a pure reliever, throwing up to 99 mph with an above-average to plus slider 
and 40 command if you like him. 

Lefty Osvaldo Hernandez, signed as a free agent in March 2017 for $2.5 million, has a plus curveball that 
gets left-handed hitters out, although the rest of his arsenal might be light for a starter. He throws 
enough strikes that he should get to continue developing in a starting role for now. Lefty Joey Cantillo, 
their 16th-round pick in 2017 out of a Hawaii high school, throws 87-90 mph to go with a downer 
curveball, with some head violence in the delivery, but a lot of deception so that hitters don't see the 
ball well out of his 6-foot-5, 220-pound frame. He throws strikes now and would be one to watch if his 
fastball ticks up. 

Nick Thwaits was the Padres' 15th-round pick in 2018, a slightly older high school senior, with good spin 
on the fastball and slider, showing some effort and head violence in the delivery right now, although he 
repeats his delivery well enough now to throw strikes. Sean Guilbe, their 12th-rounder last year, had an 
interesting debut in the AZL as a 18-year-old, with 40 walks and 62 strikeouts in 176 PA; throw in his five 
homers and that's a 61 percent Three True Outcomes rate, enough to make Rob Deer blush. Guilbe is a 
good athlete but raw at the plate and had makeup questions around him as an amateur, as he attended 
three high schools in four years. 

Two pitchers to watch as they recover from injuries are Jean Cosme, coming back from Tommy John 
surgery, pitching a little bit at the end of 2018 and now pitching at 90-92 mph, and Hansel Rodriguez, 
who barely pitched in 2018 around multiple injuries but should be healthy for next year. And, yes, this is 
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really the last part, the Padres are still in the penalty for July 2 signings from their huge spree in 2016-17, 
but signed a number of players for their maximum bonus of $300,000. Two standouts in the very early 
going are shortstop Charlie Aquino, who lived in a town right near the Padres' complex in the Dominican 
Republic, and Venezuelan shortstop Nerwilliam Cedeno. 

2019 impact: Urias should be their starting shortstop on Opening Day, moving to second base whenever 
Tatis is ready. Nix would be in their rotation if the season started today; Paddack isn't far behind and 
neither is Allen. France should get time as a bench bat, maybe playing the plurality of games at third. 
Wingenter should be in their Opening Day bullpen. 

Sleeper: Marcano can really hit, enough that he'd be a prospect at any position, but he's going to stay in 
the middle of the field, and I think this is the year he lights up low-A and gets on everyone's radar. 

The fallen: Cal Quantrill was a high top-100 prospect for me after his first summer in pro ball, when he 
was regularly hitting 96 mph to go with a plus changeup. But that stuff has been absent for two years 
now; he's in the low 90s, the changeup is above average, and he's not coming at hitters the same way, 
not in his delivery nor in his approach. He might still have value in the bullpen, but barring a sudden 
return of his fastball I can't see him starting. 
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Three things to watch from the San Diego Padres in 
spring training 
 
Nick Piecoro, Arizona Republic 

A brief look at what to expect from the Arizona Diamondbacks at Cactus League spring training. Information 
regarding spring training venues, tickets and reporting dates can be found here. 

San Diego Padres 

Spring home: Peoria Sports Complex 

2018: 66-96 (5th, NL West) 

Who’s new: 2B Ian Kinsler, RHP Garrett Richards, INF Greg Garcia, INF Esteban Quiroz, INF Jason Vosler. 

Who’s gone: SS Freddy Galvis, INF Cory Spangenberg, C A.J. Ellis, LHP Clayton Richard, 2B Carlos Asauje. 

Three things to watch: 

—When will Fernando arrive? Shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr., widely regarded as one of the best prospects in 
baseball, is expected to arrive in the majors early in the 2019 season. He almost certainly won’t start the year 
in big leagues, but it’s conceivable he could be up before the end of April. 

—Hosmer has to be better, right? The Padres made a big splash last winter when they gave first baseman 
Eric Hosmer an eight-year, $144 million deal. Hosmer then turned in a thud of a debut, hitting just .253 with 
18 homers. The Padres could really use more bang for their buck in Year 2. 

—Reinforcements coming: In addition to Tatis, the Padres have a trio of starting pitchers expected to land in 
the majors at some point in 2019, a welcome sign for a club that had the league’s worst rotation (5.09 ERA) 
last year. Right-handers Chris Paddack and Cal Quantrill and lefty Logan Allen all have shown good stuff 
and/or posted positive results in the minors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.azcentral.com/staff/14037/nick-piecoro/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-league/2019/01/18/cactus-league-spring-training-teams-tickets-reporting-dates/2618772002/
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On the one-year anniversary of The Athletic 
San Diego, we take a look back and offer 
our thanks 
 
Dennis Lin, The Athletic 
 
This website’s foray into San Diego came as a surprise. I originally thought it 
might be another year or so before The Athletic and its subscription-based 
formula tackled a perennial rebuilder in a city devoid of other major 
franchises. 

Then an unexpected opportunity arose, and it was too intriguing to turn 
down. Exactly one year after The Athletic launched its Padres coverage, I am 
more than pleased to be a part of its growth and grateful to all who have 
supported our work. 

Your patience has been appreciated, too. Twelve months of reporting and 
writing and trying different things have taught me what you enjoy consuming 
and what you would rather not see again. This has been a learning process. 

The process continues to educate and evolve, but after being on the inside for 
a bit, I am well past surprise. The founders of this site have not taken half-
measures. We are now operational in all 30 major-league cities, not to 
mention locales that skew toward other sports. We cover dynasties and 
perennial rebuilders and everything in between. 

The Padres, despite their record, are like any other team in certain respects. 
They have smart and dedicated fans. And, beneath the surface, there are 
stories worth telling. 

Like the former child prodigy who fell all the way to independent ball but 
never quit. Now he is a practitioner of triple-digit heat and, more importantly, 
a big-leaguer. 

https://theathletic.com/author/dennis-lin/
https://theathletic.com/tag/best-of-the-athletic-san-diego/
https://theathletic.com/tag/best-of-the-athletic-san-diego/
https://theathletic.com/526265/2018/09/20/robert-stock-wants-to-throw-105-that-may-sound-unlikely-but-so-have-plenty-of-things-on-his-path-to-the-majors/
https://theathletic.com/526265/2018/09/20/robert-stock-wants-to-throw-105-that-may-sound-unlikely-but-so-have-plenty-of-things-on-his-path-to-the-majors/
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Others came from more obscure origins and experienced a steady ascent. In 
some cases, it is sudden. Either way, the outcome can be a reminder of why so 
many of us embraced the sport in the first place. 

There are historical connections and serendipitous re-connections. Sometimes 
they converge in a potentially generational talent, the kind the Padres have 
chased for years. 

For as much as we evaluate and analyze prospects, they, and other 
professional athletes, are people with their own everyday challenges. They 
can approach those obstacles in unique and entertaining ways. 

With pitchers and catchers reporting Wednesday, I will be in Peoria, Ariz., on 
the lookout for similar stories and more. 

To those who already have subscribed, your feedback has been essential in 
molding our coverage and will continue to be so. Twitter, email and this site’s 
comments section are open to your thoughts. I hope to keep hearing from 
you, and I’m looking forward to seeing where the next year takes us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://theathletic.com/282423/2018/03/22/lin-the-padres-unlikely-signing-of-luis-urias-is-paying-dividends/
https://theathletic.com/322381/2018/04/20/one-simple-request-changed-the-trajectory-of-adam-cimbers-pitches-and-his-life/
https://theathletic.com/262165/2018/03/05/lin-friends-chan-ho-park-and-fernando-tatis-sr-share-baseball-history-and-the-desire-to-see-top-padres-prospect-tatis-jr-succeed/
https://theathletic.com/772348/2019/01/17/this-kid-is-getting-ready-to-open-some-eyes-fernando-tatis-jr-s-growth-continues-to-surprise-and-impress-those-around-him-including-his-own-father/
https://theathletic.com/466235/2018/08/09/amid-a-challenging-season-padres-top-prospect-mackenzie-gore-has-looked-home-for-support/
https://theathletic.com/372800/2018/05/30/suited-and-booted-just-ready-to-rock-padres-prospect-chris-paddack-dresses-and-pitches-for-the-job-he-wants/
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