
│

1 

 

 

 

Youth squads square off for Give Back Jersey Program 
D-backs provide uniforms to more than 35,000 players and 
coaches in 62 leagues 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com  
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109310484/youth-
squads-square-off-for-d-backs-give-back-jersey-program 
 
On Presidents' Day, Hall has 3 messages for D-backs fans 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com  
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109345888/on-
presidents-day-hall-has-3-messages-for-d-backs-fans 
 
D-backs, closer Reed agree to one-year deal 
By Joey Nowak / MLB.com  
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109180030/d-backs-
closer-addison-reed-agree-to-one-year-deal 
 
Bickley: Major League Baseball in a fight for relevance, not 
dominance 
By Dan Bickley / Arizona Republic  
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2
015/02/14/bickley-major-league-baseball-in-a-fight-for-
relevance-not-dominance/23424447/ 
 
Diamondbacks avoid arbitration with Addison Reed 
By Nick Piecoro / Arizona Republic  
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-
league/2015/02/13/arizona-diamondbacks-addison-reed-
contract-mlb/23374009/ 
 
The D-backs have come to terms with reliever Addison 
Reed on a contract for 2015, thus avoiding arbitration. 
The one-year deal is valued at $4.875 million plus up to $50,000 
in incentives, according to CBSSports.com. 
By Jack Magruder / Fox Sports  
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/cactus-league-
countdown-new-roles-greet-returning-outfield-021315 
 
Reed, Diamondbacks avoid arbitration, agree to $4.875 
million deal  
By Jack Magruder / Fox Sports  
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/addison-reed-
diamondbacks-avoid-abritration-agree-to-4-875-million-021315 
 
Tony La Russa: Adjusting to journey 'upstairs' isn't 
without challenges 
By Jourdan Rodrigue / Arizona Sports  
http://arizonasports.com/42/1807949/Tony-La-Russa-
Adjusting-to-journey-upstairs-isnt-without-challenges 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks agree to one-year deal with 
Addison Reed, avoid arbitration 

By Arizona Sports  
http://arizonasports.com/42/1807636/Arizona-
Diamondbacks-agree-to-oneyear-deal-with-Addison-Reed-avoid-
arbitration 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks' Hall: The philosophy needed to 
change 
By Adam Green / Arizona Sports  
http://arizonasports.com/42/1807529/Arizona-
Diamondbacks-Hall-The-philosophy-needed-to-change 
 
Heartbreaking: A history of Arizona sports 
By Jacob Withee and Adam Green / Arizona Sports  
http://arizonasports.com/309/1807295/Heartbreaking-A-
history-of-Arizona-sports 
 

 

Addison Reed inks $4,875,000 deal 
By Associated Press / ESPN.com  
http://espn.go.com/mlb/story/_/id/12321101/arizona-
diamondbacks-addison-reed-agree-one-year-contract-worth-
4875000 
 
A Love Letter to Jake Lamb 
By Ryan Morrison / Inside the 'Zona  
http://insidethezona.com/2015/02/love-letter-jake-lamb/ 
 
Pitcher Chad Gaudin throws bullpen session for 
Diamondbacks 
By Sean d'Oliveira / CBSSports.com 
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/2506
9784/pitcher-chad-gaudin-throws-bullpen-session-for-
diamondbacks 
 
Chad Gaudin worked out for the Diamondbacks 
By Drew Silva / NBC Sports - Hard Ball Talk 
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/15/chad-gaudin-
worked-out-for-the-diamondbacks/related/ 
 
Diamondbacks avoid arbitration with closer Addison Reed 
By Aaron Gleeman / NBC Sports - Hard Ball Talk  
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/13/diamondbacks-
avoid-arbitration-with-closer-addison-reed/ 
 
Prospect projections: NL West rookies 
Pederson, Gray, Susac could help determine outcome in division 
race 
By Jake Seiner / MiLB.com  
http://www.milb.com/news/article.jsp?ymd=20150211&conten
t_id=108957956&fext=.jsp&vkey=news_milb&sid=milb 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks Bullpen Preview 
By Kevin Bonneville / Fansided.com  
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http://heatwaved.com/2015/02/16/arizona-diamondbacks-
bullpen-preview/ 
 
Diamondbacks, Reed avoid arbitration 
By The Sports Network / AthlonSports.com  
http://athlonsports.com/mlb/diamondbacks-reed-avoid-
arbitration 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks Avoid Arbitration With Addison 
Reed 
By Kevin Bonneville / Fansided.com  
http://heatwaved.com/2015/02/13/arizona-diamondbacks-
avoid-arbitration-addison-reed/ 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks: Predicting Spring Training 
By Tristan Leonhard / TruSchoolSportsr.com  
http://www.truschoolsports.com/2015/02/arizona-
diamondbacks-predicting-spring-training/ 
 
People: Executive transactions 
By Sports Business Journal  
http://www.sportsbusinessdaily.com/Journal/Issues/2015/02/
16/People-and-Pop-Culture/Careers.aspx 
 
100 names to know for the 2015 MLB season 
By Paul White / The Marion Star  
http://www.marionstar.com/story/sports/mlb/2015/02/16/na
mes-know-mlb-season/23480359/ 
 
Ranking the N.L. West in 2015: Third Base 
By Joseph Jacquez / Fan Sided  
http://venomstrikes.com/2015/02/15/ranking-n-l-west-2015-
third-base/ 
 
Ranking MLB’s managers entering 2015 season 
By Nick Cafardo / Boston Globe  
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/02/15/ranking-
major-league-managers/SAW13kzqyXkbju5tvDYjIK/story.html 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks - PlayerWatch 
By Thomson Reuters / GlobalPost.com  
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/thomson-
reuters/150216/arizona-diamondbacks-playerwatch 
 
Diamondbacks Interested in Cuban Pitcher Yadier Alvarez 
By Joseph Jacquez / Fansided  
http://venomstrikes.com/2015/02/13/diamondbacks-
interested-cuban-pitcher-yadier-alvarez/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
February 16, 2015 • sports.yahoo.com/mlb/morenews 
http://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/morenews 
 
February 16, 2015 

 Minor league deal with a spring training invite: “They 
like you, they just don’t like you, like you” 11:58 am 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Golen wins story of the year, Hong takes photo honors 
10:46 am EST (The Associated Press)  

 5 Red Sox questions: Which prospects will we see? 
10:45 am EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Michael Wacha is “real happy” with how his shoulder 
feels 10:20 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Countdown to Clearwater: The rest of the rotation 9:50 
am EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  

 Do these Yankees have spirit of '96? 9:29 am EST 
(Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 The integration of spring training 9:21 am EST (NBC 
Sports)  

 Orioles will try and make positives outweigh negatives 
9:09 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Shaughnessy: Lucchino being 'squeezed out' by Red 
Sox 6:58 am EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 The Yankees will retire Andy Pettitte’s number 46 6:40 
am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Dogs ready to have their day - and nights - at 
Westminster 4:05 am EST (The Associated Press)  
 

February 15, 2015 

 AP source: Pettitte's number to be retired by Yankees 
10:25 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Chris Capuano the favorite to win final spot in 
Yankees’ rotation 9:20 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 How can Red Sox help young players develop? 9:10 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Shaughnessy explores how Red Sox could get Cole 
Hamels 9:00 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Spring storyline No. 3: What's Roark's role? 8:42 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Around MLB: Kansas City Royals offseason in review 
8:27 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Dodgers sign David Aardsma to a minor league 
contract 8:15 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 White Sox players get head start on spring camp 7:43 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Report: Red Sox make offer for Cole Hamels 7:13 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Reds still trying to sign Johnny Cueto to an extension 
7:10 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Around the MLB: Pittsburgh Pirates offseason in 
review 6:26 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  
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 Mariners prospect Victor Sanchez in intensive care 
after being hit by a boat 6:05 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Chad Gaudin worked out for the Diamondbacks 3:25 
pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 2015 MLB roster outlook: Toronto Blue Jays 2:18 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Derek Jeter won’t attend Yankees’ Opening Day 1:48 
pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 5 Red Sox questions: How will young players perform? 
12:36 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Report: Red Sox made offer for Cole Hamels 12:14 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Video: Jeffrey Loria, Rob Manfred talk 2017 All-Star 
Game 10:59 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Five Orioles to keep an eye on this spring 10:08 am 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Spring storyline No. 4: Zimmerman moves to first 1:16 
am EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Countdown to Clearwater: Cole and Cliff, lefties for 
sale 12:29 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  
 

February 14, 2015 

 Indians showing interest in Dayan Viciedo 9:35 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Taking a look at 2015 team over/unders 8:30 pm EST 
(NBC Sports)  

 Where does the Orioles' defense rank in the AL? 8:07 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Indians not interested in signing Barry Zito 7:25 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Major League Baseball roundup 7:09 pm EST (Reuters)  

 J.J. Hardy would have preferred to re-sign with Orioles 
sooner 6:20 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 White Sox hope Nick Delmonico has learned from 
mistakes 6:17 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Rangers sign 40-year-old RHP Wright to minor league 
deal 5:46 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Yoan Moncada’s agent thinks it’s “realistic” his client 
could sign in the next week 5:28 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Rangers sign Jamey Wright 4:32 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Report: Yankees tell A-Rod he can apologize at 
Stadium 3:43 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Chris Davis: “I think there are definitely situations 
where I need to bunt” 3:35 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 5 Red Sox questions: Can stars play like stars? 2:47 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 VIDEO: San Diego State University retires Tony 
Gwynn’s No. 19 2:11 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Is Fenway here to stay? 1:52 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet 
New England)  

 Nats' CF Denard Span reviews '50 Shades of Grey' 1:48 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 2015 outlook: Texas Rangers 1:02 pm EST (Comcast 
SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Justin Verlander has put on “20 pounds of muscle” this 
offseason 12:50 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Best part of Orioles spring training: Offseason is over 
11:49 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 The Yankees told A-Rod he could have an apology 
press conference at Yankee Stadium 11:33 am EST 
(NBC Sports)  

 There’s a legal dispute over the remains of Ernie Banks 
10:20 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 It sounds like the Mets will keep all of their starting 
pitchers 8:59 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 David Wells cheats on wife, gets gruesome injury 1:09 
am EST (NBC Sports)  

  

February 12, 2015 • MLB.com 
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/transactions 
 

Sunday, February 15, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Los Angeles 
Dodgers  

David 
Aardsma  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Saturday, February 14, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Texas Rangers  Jamey Wright  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Friday, February 13, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Arizona 
Diamondbacks  

Addison Reed  

Signed, ( 2015)(avoids 
arbitration) 

Atlanta Braves  Eric Young  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Boston Red Sox  Jess Todd  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Chicago Cubs  

Gonzalez 
Germen 

Outrighted to Minors 

Chicago White 
Sox  

Matt Albers  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Cincinnati Reds 

Aroldis 
Chapman  

Signed, ( 2015)(avoids 
arbitration) 

Houston Astros  Joe Thatcher  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Kansas City 
Royals  

Joe Blanton  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Kansas City 
Royals  

Greg Holland  

Signed, ( 2015)(avoids 
arbitration) 

Miami Marlins  David Phelps  

Signed, ( 2015)(loses 
arbitration) 
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http://www.csnbaltimore.com/blog/orioles-talk/five-orioles-keep-eye-spring?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://natsinsider.com/2015/02/15/spring-storyline-no-4-zims-on-first/?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnphilly.com/baseball-philadelphia-phillies/countdown-clearwater-philadelphia-phillies-cole-hamels-and-cliff-lee-lefties-for-sale?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
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http://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/morenews/2015/Feb/13
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/14/indians-showing-interest-in-dayan-viciedo/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/14/taking-a-look-at-2015-team-overunders/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
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http://www.csnwashington.com/baseball-washington-nationals/talk/nats-cf-denard-span-reviews-50-shades-grey-american-sniper-movies-x-men?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnwashington.com/baseball-washington-nationals/talk/2015-outlook-texas-rangers?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/14/justin-verlander-has-put-on-20-pounds-of-muscle-this-offseason/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/14/justin-verlander-has-put-on-20-pounds-of-muscle-this-offseason/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://www.csnbaltimore.com/blog/orioles-talk/best-part-orioles-spring-training-offseason-over?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/14/the-yankees-told-a-rod-he-could-have-an-apology-press-conference-at-yankee-stadium/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
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http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/14/it-sounds-like-the-mets-will-keep-all-of-their-starting-pitchers/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
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http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/transactions
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/transactions/LAD/los-angeles-dodgers
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/transactions/LAD/los-angeles-dodgers
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/411315/david-aardsma
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/411315/david-aardsma
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/transactions/TEX/texas-rangers
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/235081/jamey-wright
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/transactions/ARI/arizona-diamondbacks
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/transactions/ARI/arizona-diamondbacks
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1813264/addison-reed
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http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1800944/david-phelps


│

4 

 

Milwaukee 
Brewers 

David 
Herndon  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

San Diego Padres  Josh Bell  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

San Francisco 
Giants  

Clay Rapada 

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Seattle Mariners  Edgar Olmos  Designated for Assignment 

Seattle Mariners  Rickie Weeks  

Signed as Free Agent, ( 
2015)(one-year contract) 

Toronto Blue Jays  

Josh 
Donaldson  

Signed, ( 2015)(loses 
arbitration) 

 

Youth squads square off for Give Back Jersey Program 
D-backs provide uniforms to more than 35,000 players and 
coaches in 62 leagues 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com  
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109310484/youth-
squads-square-off-for-d-backs-give-back-jersey-program 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Five days before pitchers and catchers 
were scheduled to report, there was baseball being played 
Saturday morning at Salt River Fields by players wearing D-
backs uniforms, as the kids from the Cactus Youth Baseball 
League squared off. 
 
The game helped open up the D-backs Give Back Jersey 
Program, which is now in its second season of providing youth 
baseball and softball leagues in the Phoenix area with D-backs 
uniforms. Last season, 30 leagues received the uniforms, and 
while that was a huge success, there were at least another 30 on a 
waiting list. 
  
"We wanted to take all of them," said D-backs vice president of 
corporate and community impact Debbie Castaldo. "So we went 
and approached Western Refining, Tide and Fry's and said, 'Hey, 
we want to extend the program and we want any league that 
wants it be able to have it.' Both of them stepped up to help us, 
and as a result, we were able to take care of every single league 
on the waiting list. So we expanded from 30 leagues last year to 
62 this year, and we'll have 35,000 kids and coaches in D-backs 
uniforms this year." 
 
The nearly $1 million investment will make the D-backs 
uniforms available in 68 color combinations, including the 
traditional Sedona Red, white, black and gray, as well as 
throwback colors purple and teal and unique options like Los D-
backs, camouflage and gold. Each participant in the program will 
receive an official D-backs Player Kit that includes a keepsake 
player contract, special offers and letters from Hall of Fame 
Manager Tony La Russa and D-backs President and CEO 
Derrick Hall. 
 
The four starting pitchers that the D-backs acquired in trades 
this offseason -- Rubby De La Rosa, Allen Webster, Robbie Ray 
and Jeremy Hellickson -- were on hand Saturday to play with the 
kids. 

 
"You definitely think back to your age when you were doing it," 
said Webster, who was acquired from the Red Sox along with 
De La Rosa in exchange for Wade Miley. "They're all locked in, 
running around and happy." 
 
Said Hellickson: "There were a lot of good ballplayers out here 
today. It's awesome what we're doing with these kids, providing 
them uniforms and a place to play baseball. I think we saw these 
kids can play, so we just have to give them a chance." 
 

On Presidents' Day, Hall has 3 messages for D-backs fans 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com  
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109345888/on-
presidents-day-hall-has-3-messages-for-d-backs-fans 
 
 
PHOENIX -- Monday is Presidents' Day, so it seemed like a 
good time to check in with D-backs team president and CEO 
Derrick Hall. 
 
Regarded as one of the most fan-friendly teams in all of sports, 
the D-backs pride themselves on being responsive to their fans. 
E-mail Hall, and you'll get a response. Have a seating issue at the 
game? It gets resolved. 
  
MLB.com asked Hall for three brief messages he'd like to get 
across to the D-backs fan base for 2015: 
 
1. "Fans can look forward to enjoying a new and improved 
Chase Field. We have partnered with local restaurants, added 
food trucks and completely redone the Team Shop and Team 
Shop kiosks throughout the park." 
 
2. "Fans can count on a new baseball staff and manager in Chip 
Hale that is determined to play the game the right way and with 
max effort." 
 
3. "We are hopeful for a healthy season and the start to 
sustainable success due to a calculated plan for acquiring and 
developing talent that will lead to consistent winning." 
 

D-backs, closer Reed agree to one-year deal 
By Joey Nowak / MLB.com  
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109180030/d-backs-
closer-addison-reed-agree-to-one-year-deal 
 
The D-backs have come to terms with reliever Addison Reed on 
a contract for 2015, thus avoiding arbitration. 
 
The one-year deal is valued at $4.875 million plus up to $50,000 
in incentives, according to CBSSports.com. 
  
Reed, who saved 32 games in his first season with the D-backs 
last year, was 1-7 with a 4.25 ERA in 62 outings. 
 
Over his four-year career, including three seasons with the White 
Sox, Reed has gone 9-13 with a 4.20 ERA and 101 saves. 
 

 
Bickley: Major League Baseball in a fight for relevance, not 
dominance 

http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/transactions/MIL/milwaukee-brewers
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/transactions/MIL/milwaukee-brewers
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1226368/david-herndon
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1226368/david-herndon
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/transactions/SD/san-diego-padres
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1208691/josh-bell
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/transactions/SF/san-francisco-giants
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/transactions/SF/san-francisco-giants
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/424738/clay-rapada
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/transactions/SEA/seattle-mariners
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2027447/edgar-olmos
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/transactions/SEA/seattle-mariners
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/433808/rickie-weeks
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/transactions/TOR/toronto-blue-jays
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1493883/josh-donaldson
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1493883/josh-donaldson
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109310484/youth-squads-square-off-for-d-backs-give-back-jersey-program
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109310484/youth-squads-square-off-for-d-backs-give-back-jersey-program
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109345888/on-presidents-day-hall-has-3-messages-for-d-backs-fans
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109345888/on-presidents-day-hall-has-3-messages-for-d-backs-fans
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109180030/d-backs-closer-addison-reed-agree-to-one-year-deal
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By Dan Bickley / Arizona Republic  
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2
015/02/14/bickley-major-league-baseball-in-a-fight-for-
relevance-not-dominance/23424447/ 
 
Some numbers lie. Some get twisted. Others are too big to 
ignore. 
 
Like the 114 million people that watched the Super Bowl, or 
how the 2014 NFL season set record television ratings despite 
numerous scandals. Or how 49 percent of respondents list 
football as their favorite sport, according to a respected polling 
service. 
 
It means America is becoming less diverse as a nation of sports 
fans, regarding football the way Europeans and Latin Americans 
worship soccer. 
 
That should scare the cleats off Major League Baseball. 
 
"First and foremost, we have to market our game to the proper 
audience," Diamondbacks President Derrick Hall said. "We have 
to make sure we capture the youth movement, make sure kids 
want to play the game, want to follow the game, want to watch 
the game and become fans for life." 
 
Related: D-Backs avoid arbitration with Addison Reed 
 
Fortunately, a new era in MLB begins with a sea change. The 
new commissioner, Rob Manfred, seems very aware of the need 
for youth outreach and improved pace of play. Hall says 
Manfred is going to be a "great" ambassador for baseball. 
 
Hall was also a candidate to replace the retired Bud Selig. In the 
past, he didn't want to publicize his agenda for fear of 
perception, that he was lobbying for the biggest job in the sport. 
Even now, the subject makes him skittish, not wanting to 
upstage Manfred. 
 
But here's what could've been: 
 
"I would've focused on pace of game, as we're doing now," Hall 
said. "I do think the game needs to speed up. And, of course, 
technology. Technology is our future. We have to find a way in 
ballparks to make sure you have an advantage over watching at 
home or listening in the car so people want to come to the 
games. But I think we're addressing all of those things." 
 
Hall also had a couple of aces in his sleeve, ideas that illuminate 
the lost connection in Major League Baseball. 
 
Start with the premise that MLB is wasting the vast potential of 
batting practice, a time when most players are relaxed, happy and 
willing to mingle. It could be the kind of meet-and-greet you 
can't get at home, creating a powerful reason to buy tickets. 
 
Bickley: Suns need focus on future, not a worthless playoff run 
 
That's especially important in a market like Arizona, where fans 
come to games despite the weather; where fans compare the 
Chase Field experience to the intimate access available in Cactus 
League games. 
 

"When you come to the ballpark, by the time the gates are open, 
your team is basically off the field," Hall said. "You don't get to 
watch them take batting practice. And I think the theory has 
been that fans get to watch players come in that you don't see 
very often. Yet when you're trying to develop a fan base, you 
want that connection between your fans and your players. And 
players spend much more time signing autographs during batting 
practice, so let's flip that. The visiting team wants to get out of 
their hotel rooms, anyway. Let them go first." 
 
Hall's other suggestion is even more brilliant. He suggests teams 
should take mandatory fielding practice before the game just to 
showcase their skills and entertain the crowd. Anyone that has 
witnessed the mesmerizing tapestry of fielding practice 
immediately understands its visual power. 
 
If you haven't, imagine a ball-handling drill by the Harlem 
Globetrotters. 
 
"I used to love watching infield practice," Hall said. "I can 
remember the crowd going crazy when (former Dodgers star 
Raul) Mondesi would show off his arm from right field. It puts 
all of their skills on display, and you have kids watching in awe. 
Maybe we got lazy or feared injuries, but this is interaction with 
fans. It delivers 'ooh's' and 'ahh's.' It's a beautiful part of the 
game we no longer practice." 
 
Both of those ideas would expand the entertainment spectacle of 
a garden-variety baseball game, creating something unique for 
those coming through the turnstiles. Both would help market the 
game to a young generation of fans, the ones that require action 
and instant gratification. 
 
More: Columns from Dan Bickley 
 
Good news is, Selig's replacement seems progressive and 
unafraid of change. The sport has great penetration with its 
MLB Network, reaching 70 million homes, only two million 
fewer than the NFL Network. Baseball also creates enormous 
amounts of daily content, and is perfectly suited for the ever-
growing fantasy sports industry. 
 
Don't discount the latter. America is also very fond of sports 
gambling, and daily fantasy leagues are the new rage. The 
thinking is, fantasy players will watch more games for selfish 
interests. That will drive up television ratings and create new 
interest in the sport. 
 
Reclaiming the lost throne will be an impossible task, given 
America's current obsession with pigskin. But the real battle is 
more about relevance than dominance, and baseball hasn't lost 
that game just yet. 
 
"Fifty years ago, America's three favorite sports were baseball, 
boxing and horse racing," Hall said. "Today, its football, baseball 
and basketball, or whatever other sport you want to place third. 
Our duty is to make sure baseball is still on that list 50 years 
from now." 
 
Reach Bickley at dan.bickley@arizonarepublic.com or 602-444-
8253. Follow him at twitter.com/danbickley. Listen to "Bickley 
and Marotta," weekdays from 12-2 p.m. on Arizona Sports 98.7 
FM. 

http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2015/02/14/bickley-major-league-baseball-in-a-fight-for-relevance-not-dominance/23424447/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2015/02/14/bickley-major-league-baseball-in-a-fight-for-relevance-not-dominance/23424447/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2015/02/14/bickley-major-league-baseball-in-a-fight-for-relevance-not-dominance/23424447/
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Diamondbacks avoid arbitration with Addison Reed 
By Nick Piecoro / Arizona Republic  
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-
league/2015/02/13/arizona-diamondbacks-addison-reed-
contract-mlb/23374009/ 
 
The Diamondbacks avoided an arbitration hearing on Friday, 
reaching agreement with closer Addison Reed on a one-year 
contract on the day they were scheduled to go to trial with him. 
 
Reed and the club settled on a $4.875 million deal that includes 
another $50,000 worth of incentives. Reed had filed for $5.6 
million, with the team offering $4.7 million. 
 
"Let's put it like this: We're not opposed to it, but I don't see 
where it benefits the organization or the player to have to go 
through that process," General Manager Dave Stewart said. "It's 
a really difficult process for both the team and the player if they 
have to actually enter into the arbitration room." 
 
D-Backs Insider: More from Nick Piecoro 
 
Stewart said assistants Barry Axelrod, Sam Eaton and Kristyn 
Pierce and assistant GM Bryan Minniti were among those who 
worked into the early-morning hours on Friday to get a deal 
done. 
 
They might have to do the same next week with another 
arbitration hearing scheduled with outfielder Mark Trumbo. 
 
"We remain optimistic that we'll be able to come to something 
that works for both sides," Stewart said. 
 
Short hop 
 
Free agent Chad Gaudin threw a bullpen session for 
Diamondbacks officials this week at Salt River Fields. Stewart 
said the club is considering signing the veteran right-hander to 
provide pitching depth, most likely in a swingman-type role. 
 
Gaudin, 31, has a career 4.44 ERA in parts of 11 major league 
seasons. He did not pitch last season due to a neck injury. 
 

The D-backs have come to terms with reliever Addison 
Reed on a contract for 2015, thus avoiding arbitration. 
The one-year deal is valued at $4.875 million plus up to $50,000 
in incentives, according to CBSSports.com. 
By Jack Magruder / Fox Sports  
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/cactus-league-
countdown-new-roles-greet-returning-outfield-021315 
 
PHOENIX -- As the Diamondbacks enter spring training, they 
have more stability in the outfield than at any other position 
group, with all the principals from the final two months of last 
season returning. 
 
A.J. Pollock will be back in center field, and he appears on the 
verge of stardom. He was on his way to a breakout season 
before he suffered a broken hand on May 31. He missed three 
weeks. With renewed health, he brings offensive pop, base-
stealing ability and strong defense.  

 
Trumbo, who also missed almost three weeks with a stress 
fracture in his left foot, is to move to right field. He has played 
65 games in right during his career, and he feels more 
comfortable there.  
 
Although Pollock and Trumbo were missed, there was a silver 
lining to their absence. Ender Inciarte and David Peralta 
responded well to their unexpected opportunities and proved 
major league-capable. 
 
Cody Ross, who was never full-go last season after his 
debilitating hip injury in August 2013, spent the offseason in 
preparation, not rehab, and could be a factor moving forward. 
 
The group is fairly settled. 
 
Projected starters 
 
LF David Peralta -- .286, 8 HR, 36 RBI  
 
CF A.J. Pollock -- .302, 7 HR, 24 RBI 
 
RF Mark Trumbo -- .235, 14 HR, 61 RBI  
 
Projected reserves 
 
LF/CF/RF Ender Inciarte -- .278, 4 HR, 27 RBI 
 
LF/RF Cody Ross -- .252, 2 HR, 15 RBI 
 
Your browser does not support iframes.  
 
Also in camp 
 
OF Socrates Brito, LF/RF Ben Francisco, OF Nick Buss 
 
Spring storylines 
 
-- New Cuban slugger Yasmany Tomas also is a candidate to 
play a corner outfield spot, most likely left field, if the D-backs 
plan for him to hold down third base doesn't work out. 
 
-- One of general manager Dave Stewart's first decisions last 
September was to move Trumbo from left field to right, in an 
effort to create a comfort zone to further enhance his offensive 
production even after a season in which averaged a career-best 
RBI every 5.38 at-bats. Trumbo played most of the final seven 
weeks at first base, and because of that versatility the D-backs do 
not have to carry a backup to Paul Goldschmidt. 
 
-- Trusting his approach at the plate, Pollock ranked in the NL 
top 10 in doubles, triples, slugging percentage and OPS at the 
time of his injury last year. He projects as the leadoff hitter but 
also could fit at production spot. 
 
-- Peralta tailed off just a tad as his first major league season 
wore on, but he was a quick study and rapidly improved his 
defense with tutelage from coach Dave McKay. If the D-backs 
want to break up their right-handed hitting lineup, they could 
put lefty-hitting Peralta in the middle of the order. He struggled 
against left-handers last season, which is where Ross could come 
in. Ross hit .391 against lefties in his last healthy season, 2013, 

http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-league/2015/02/13/arizona-diamondbacks-addison-reed-contract-mlb/23374009/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-league/2015/02/13/arizona-diamondbacks-addison-reed-contract-mlb/23374009/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-league/2015/02/13/arizona-diamondbacks-addison-reed-contract-mlb/23374009/
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/cactus-league-countdown-new-roles-greet-returning-outfield-021315
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/cactus-league-countdown-new-roles-greet-returning-outfield-021315
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and has hit 45 percentage points higher against lefties in his 
career. 
 
-- Inciarte excelled in the leadoff spot last season, hitting better 
than .300 the final two months, playing center field when 
Pollock went down and moving to left when Pollock returned. 
Inciarte led the team with 19 stolen bases, had 10 outfield assists 
and demonstrated an aptitude for the game. He is the best 
option when the D-backs want a left-handed hitter at the top of 
the order. 
 
Keep an eye on 
 
It is particularly unfair to judge Ross by his 2014 numbers. The 
fact he recovered from a fractured hip -- the Bo Jackson injury, 
the first of its kind known to have occurred in baseball -- well 
enough to get on the field was a testament to his determination. 
Another season removed from the injury, Ross should be more 
like himself this year. Remember, he was hitting .278 with 17 
doubles, eight homers and 38 RBI in only 317 at-bats when was 
injured against the Mets on Aug. 11, 2013. 
 
Down on the farm 
 
-- Evan Marzilli even caught Vin Scully's eye with a diving catch 
during a 2013 spring training game against the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, and he continued his advancement with a strong 2014 
season that ended with a stint in the Arizona Fall League. He is a 
strong defender with speed. 
 
-- Socrates Brito is more than just the best first-named player in 
the system. Brito took another step forward at High-A Visalia 
last season, when he hit .293 with career highs in doubles (30), 
homers (10) and RBI (62). He will play at 22 all season after 
being signed in the Dominican Republic at 17. 
 
-- Mitch Haniger, obtained in the Gerardo Parra trade with 
Milwaukee at the 2014 deadline, was the Brewers' supplemental 
No. 1 draft pick in 2012 whose career has been hampered by 
injuries. He had double-digit homers each of the last two 
seasons. 
 
-- Alex Glenn, a 12th-round pick in 2012 out of Arizona 
Christian, has 35 homers and 36 stolen bases the last two 
seasons at two Class A stops. 
 

Reed, Diamondbacks avoid arbitration, agree to $4.875 
million deal  
By Jack Magruder / Fox Sports  
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/addison-reed-
diamondbacks-avoid-abritration-agree-to-4-875-million-021315 
 
PHOENIX -- Closer Addison Reed and the Diamondbacks 
agreed on a $4.875 million one-year contract for the 2015 season 
on Friday, shortly before an arbitration hearing was set to begin. 
 
Reed had filed for $5.6 million,and the D-backs countered with 
an offer of $4.7 million. 
 
Reed converted 32 of 38 save opportunities last season, his first 
with the D-backs and his second with at least 30 saves. He was 

1-7 with a 4.25 ERA in 62 appearances. He also can make up to 
a reported $50,000 this season based on performance bonuses. 
 
"He's an important part of our baseball team," D-backs general 
manager Dave Stewart said. "Any time you can get to a 
settlement is always better than the alternative, having to actually 
going into the room and go through the actual arbitration."  
 
Outfielder Mark Trumbo is the only remaining D-back with an 
arbitration case pending. Trumbo filed at $6.9 million, and the 
D-backs countered at $5.3 million. Trumbo hit .235 with 14 
home runs and 61 RBI while missing 11 weeks because of a 
stress fracture in his left foot. 
 
The Reed settlement enabled the D-backs to avoid their first 
arbitration hearing since 2001 with catcher Damian Miller. 
 
Teams often prefer to avoid a hearing, because it can involve 
negative comments while trying to make a case against a player 
who already is bound to the team for that season. 
 
"Inside the (hearing) room, you kind of air out your laundry," 
Stewart said. "Whatever the disagreements are, whatever makes 
you unhappy. The player is basically defending who he is as a 
player statistically as a performer to the organization. It's not a 
process that is pleasant." 
 
As an agent, Stewart prepared for arbitration hearings with Matt 
Kemp and Chad Billingsley when they were with the Dodgers, 
although both cases were settled before they got to a hearing. 
 

Tony La Russa: Adjusting to journey 'upstairs' isn't 
without challenges 
By Jourdan Rodrigue / Arizona Sports  
http://arizonasports.com/42/1807949/Tony-La-Russa-
Adjusting-to-journey-upstairs-isnt-without-challenges 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks Chief Baseball Officer Tony La Russa 
has taken almost 50 years to walk up a couple flights of stairs.  
 
He'll be in the front office of a ball club for the first time when 
the D-backs begin their 2015 campaign, after 16 years as a player 
and 33 as a Hall of Fame-caliber manager.  
 
It's a big difference from where he's been.  
 
"The one thing I'm trying to learn is you're a very lengthy step 
removed from the action," La Russa told Arizona Sports 98.7 
FM's Doug and Wolf during February's Newsmakers Week.  
 
La Russa, was everything but "hands-off" during his career. 
Highly competitive even outside the diamond, he once 
considered a career off the field as a courtroom lawyer.  
 
"The one part of going to law school I was sure about, because 
of the competitive side, I probably would've been a courtroom 
type," he said.  
 
Between school and baseball, the latter always won the call, 
though. He said he would go to school for a couple years (at 
Florida State) with the knowledge that he ultimately had to get a 

http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/addison-reed-diamondbacks-avoid-abritration-agree-to-4-875-million-021315
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/addison-reed-diamondbacks-avoid-abritration-agree-to-4-875-million-021315
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degree and support his family, but then he'd drop out and head 
back to the field.  
 
"When I was in law school I was still playing," he said. "I would 
attend Florida State for two years, drop out, and I was still 
getting paid to play. For five years I did that."  
 
There are, of course, options for those who have passed the bar 
exam (as La Russa did in Florida in 1979), who are passionate 
about sports in the legal world. Front-office options with teams, 
even. Yet La Russa stayed on the field.  
 
"I played 16 years, but I played really poorly," he said. "The only 
thing I ever did was, and I'll give myself credit, I got hurt a lot 
but I loved the game so much that I hung in there, mostly in 
triple-A, and I sat on the bench in the big leagues for four 
years."  
 
And after he finally put down his glove, what was considered to 
be an unremarkable career as a player became a legendary one as 
a manager.  
 
La Russa won the third-most games as a manager in Major 
League history, led his respective teams to six pennants and 
three World Series titles and was elected to the Hall of Fame in 
his first year of eligibility in 2013.  
 
When the announcement came last May that La Russa would be 
the new CBO of the D-backs, he recognized that despite his 
remarkable success off the field, he would now be in a 
completely different world -- one that's a little more big-picture 
and a little less hands-on.  
 
"The players have to respect the decision-maker, and that has to 
be the coach and the manager," he said. "So being removed 
from it, I think the hardest thing I'm trying to get a hold of is 
how to interact, how to put my two cents in without stepping 
over the line."  
 
He's not pretending he's seasoned in the role.  
 
"In this particular role, I have no clue," he said. "I've been in my 
little cocoon, you know? You have your team, your 25 players, 
coaches, equipment guys."  
 
He even said last May he had some anxiety about his new 
position.  
 
"I have anxiety that I won't be able to pull it off," La Russa had 
said. "It's the kind of challenge that stimulates and motivates. 
You cross your T's and dot your I's. I think good and bad fear, if 
you take the bad fear and you pass on it, it haunts you for the 
rest of your life. The good fear brings out the best of you and 
then we'll see if you're good enough."  
 
Fortunately, he's been getting some advice from some people 
who may know a bit about his transition.  
 
"There are three guys that I've reached out to," he said. "Bill 
Parcells, Pat Riley and Jerry West."  
 
He relates to them, he said, because they've all been where he is 
now.  

 
"These guys have done the same thing," he said. "They've 
stepped upstairs. And you have to be careful that you're not 
intruding, but you're including. So those are the people I talk to."  
 
La Russa's new challenge is still baseball -- it's just a different 
facet of the game.  
 
So between his mind and baseball instinct, and the advice of 
those in similar positions, La Russa may not have as long a set of 
steps to climb as he might think in order to settle in to his new 
position "upstairs."  
 

Arizona Diamondbacks agree to one-year deal with 
Addison Reed, avoid arbitration 
By Arizona Sports  
http://arizonasports.com/42/1807636/Arizona-
Diamondbacks-agree-to-oneyear-deal-with-Addison-Reed-avoid-
arbitration 
 
The Arizona Diamondbacks and Addison Reed have agreed to 
terms on the right-handed closer's 2015 contract, the team 
announced Friday.  
 
@Dbacks   
 
The #Dbacks have avoided arbitration with Addison Reed, 
agreeing to a one-year contract. 
 
ESPN reports the deal is for one year and $4,875,000.  
 
The deal avoided a salary arbitration hearing scheduled for later 
Friday in St. Petersburg, Florida. Reed can earn $50,000 in 
performance bonuses: $25,000 each for 55 and 60 games 
finished. 
 
Reed reportedly asked for $5.65 million last month, and the 
Diamondbacks originally countered with a $4.7 million offer.  
 
Outfielder Mark Trumbo is Arizona's only remaining player who 
filed for arbitration and has yet to reach an agreement.  
 
Fox Sports' Jack Magruder says the Diamondbacks haven't gone 
to an arbitration meeting with a player since 2001 with catcher 
Damian Miller.  
 
Reed, 26, posted a team-high 32 saves in his first year with the 
D-backs, but he also blew six opportunities. The right-hander 
finished with 69 strikeouts, 15 walks, a 4.25 ERA and a 1-7 
record in 59.1 innings pitched last season.  
 
In three-plus seasons in the Majors, the San Diego State product 
has compiled 101 saves with a 4.20 ERA, nine wins and 13 
losses in 193.0 innings pitched between the Diamondbacks and 
Chicago White Sox. 
 

Arizona Diamondbacks' Hall: The philosophy needed to 
change 
By Adam Green / Arizona Sports  
http://arizonasports.com/42/1807529/Arizona-
Diamondbacks-Hall-The-philosophy-needed-to-change 
 

http://arizonasports.com/42/1807636/Arizona-Diamondbacks-agree-to-oneyear-deal-with-Addison-Reed-avoid-arbitration
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The Arizona Diamondbacks have made some mistakes over the 
last few seasons.  
 
Otherwise how else would a team go from winning 94 games 
and the NL West in 2011 to winning 64 games and finishing 
with the worst record in all of baseball in 2014?  
 
What's worse, is in 2011 the D-backs were not only good, but 
appeared to be well-positioned to be even better in the coming 
years due to having a loaded farm system that included some of 
the best pitching prospects in baseball.  
 
Things didn't go according to plan.  
 
"You know, I think a lot of teams go down this path," D-backs 
president Derrick Hall told Doug and Wolf on Arizona Sports 
98.7 FM Friday as part of Newsmakers Week. "You have your 
cupboards full of talented players in the minor league system and 
you start to assess how close you are to a championship and you 
look at those holes and say, 'if we could just get one more 
starting pitcher,' but the cost is three of those guys that are 
coming up in the next couple of years.  
 
"So the philosophy needed to change, and we had to really 
strengthen ourselves organizationally because we had lost that 
depth, we had lost a lot of our prospects."  
 
In Nov. 2011, according to Baseball America, the D-backs top 
10 prospects, in order, were Trevor Bauer, Archie Bradley, Tyler 
Skaggs, Jarrod Parker, Matt Davidson, A.J. Pollock, David 
Holmberg, Chris Owings, Wade Miley and Patrick Corbin.  
 
Last season, only Bradley, Pollock, Owings, Miley and Corbin 
remained from that group, with Miley having since been traded 
to the Boston Red Sox.  
 
The D-backs don't necessarily deserve to be ridiculed for that, 
though, as not all prospects pan out and part of building a 
winning team involves trading prospects for more established 
players meant to help get them to the top.  
 
But Hall said the organization has reversed course from what 
had done over the last few years, deciding it is best to stockpile 
prospects in an effort to improve.  
 
"It's difficult because do you define it as rebuilding," he asked. "I 
would say no. If you're rebuilding you don't have Chris Owings 
and Goldie and still Hill, and you've got your pieces in the 
bullpen and the rotation and A.J. Pollock, and Trumbo that are 
there.  
 
"So it's not a rebuild, but you realize you're missing some pieces 
and the best way for a team like us to get them is not necessarily 
to go out and sign a Max Scherzer."  
 
Hall added the D-backs' new strategy is evident in the Miley 
trade, which saw Arizona acquire 25-year-old pitchers Rubby De 
La Rosa and Allen Webster along with 20-year-old infielder 
Raymel Flores.  
 
It's about adding upside, Hall said, which is the difference.  
 
You can probably consider it a lesson learned.  

 
"I look back to those years too," Hall said, thinking of 2011. 
"We were going to have an Atlanta Braves-type rotation, and 
you blink, and they're gone. You can't let that happen.  
 
"That's not one person's fault. It happens to every team and you 
get a taste of it and you get a little greedier and you think you're 
closer than you really are, and you really have to look in the 
mirror and say, 'What's the best thing for an organization like 
us?' And we're not in a large market, how are we going to 
compete, and it's by doing what we were doing before and 
getting back on that track." 
 

Heartbreaking: A history of Arizona sports 
By Jacob Withee and Adam Green / Arizona Sports  
http://arizonasports.com/309/1807295/Heartbreaking-A-
history-of-Arizona-sports 
 
It has been said that love is not for the faint of heart.  
 
Because, often times, it only leads to your heart breaking.  
 
It is with that in mind that we have compiled some of the most 
heartbreaking moments of any Arizona sports fans' lives into 
one easy-to-avoid-if-you-wish page.  
 
Some of these are based on your contributions:  
 
(For extra impact, feel free to click here before scrolling through 
the article.)  
 
Cardinals 
 
With 2:37 left on the clock, Larry Fitzgerald caught a 64-yard 
touchdown that gave the Cardinals a 23-20 lead and possibly the 
team's first Super Bowl title. Santonio Holmes put an end to all 
of that with his toe-tapper touchdown catch with 35 seconds left 
in Super Bowl XLIII. Pretty sure it does not get any worse than 
this.  
 
Suns 
 
The 1993 NBA Finals pitted league MVP Charles Barkley's Suns 
against Michael Jordan's Chicago Bulls. It was Game 6 in 
Phoenix and the best player in the world (Jordan) had scored all 
of his team's points (9) in the fourth quarter. The final shot was 
definitely going to Michael Jordan, right? Wrong. Instead it was 
John Paxson who hit the game-winning three-point bucket with 
3.9 seconds left leaving Suns fans not only sad, but cursing 
Danny Ainge for leaving the sharpshooter open to double-team 
Horace Grant.  
 
In the 1994 playoffs, the Suns took a commanding 3-1 series 
lead over the Houston Rockets before falling in seven games. 
That couldn't possibly happen again, right? Ugh. The Suns again 
went up 3-1 on Houston (now the defending NBA champs) in 
the 1995 conference semifinals, only to drop the next two. But 
unlike the year before, Game 7 this time around would be at 
America West Arena. The Suns saw their 10-point halftime lead 
turn into a two-point deficit heading into the fourth quarter, and 
after a back and forth period, Mario Elie hit a game-winning 
three before giving the Suns the infamous, 'Kiss of Death.' Five 
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years later the Suns signed Elie, but could anyone from the 
Valley really cheer for the guy?  
 
Diamondbacks 
 
The D-backs surprised the baseball world by winning 94 games 
and the NL West, and had battled back from a 0-2 series deficit 
to force a decisive Game 5 in Milwaukee in the NLDS. As they 
had done so many times that season, Arizona rallied to tie things 
up in the ninth-inning 2011 NLDS. Nyjer Morgan's walk-off 
single in the 10th ended Arizona's season. Couldn't have 
happened for a nicer guy, right?  
 
Coyotes 
 
It was the conference quarterfinals of the 1999 season and the 
Coyotes, who had never made it past the first round of the 
playoffs, were at home for Game 7. With no score in regulation, 
the St. Louis Blues won when Pierre Turgeon's deflection goal 
slipped by Nikolai Khabibulin. Ugh.  
 
Sun Devils 
 
The Sun Devils were at the peak of the Pac-12 in 1997, playing 
in the Rose Bowl with a shot at the national championship. With 
just over a minute remaining in the game, Jake Plummer sprinted 
for an 11-yard touchdown run and it looked like ASU was going 
to get the win. But Joe Germaine led the Ohio State Buckeyes 
on an 88-yard touchdown drive that ended with his five-yard 
touchdown pass to David Boston with 19 seconds left. Is it 
better to have come close and lost than to never have come 
close at all? Ask a Sun Devil fan for your answer.  
 
Just a year ago, the Sun Devils were in a battle with Texas in the 
NCAA tournament. In a high-scoring affair, knotted at 85 
apiece, Jonathan Holmes threw up a brick and it looked like the 
game was going to overtime. Cameron Ridley got the offensive 
rebound and put it back up and in at the buzzer, ending ASU's 
season. 
 
Wildcats 
 
In 2005, the Wildcats earned a 3 seed in the NCAA Tournament. 
They handled Utah State 66-53 in the first round and UAB 85-
63 in the second round before Salim Stoudemire's jumper lifted 
them by Oklahoma State 79-78 in the Sweet 16. That led to a 
matchup with No. 1 seed Illionis in the Elite 8, and after 
building a 15-point lead with just over four minutes left in 
regulation, the Illini stormed back to force overtime and 
eventually win 90-89. It would be six years before Arizona again 
played for a shot at the Final Four.  
 
Sadly for Arizona fans, things have not gotten much better of 
late.  
 
The Wildcats have experienced three close losses in the NCAA 
tournament the last four years, two of which were in the Elite 8. 
If you have masochistic tendencies, you can click here for the 
2011 game and here for the 2014 game But in the 2013 Sweet 
16, LaQuinton Ross hit the only true game-winner in 2013 with 
his tiebreaking three-point basket with two seconds left in the 
game for the Ohio State Buckeyes.  
 

(Videos Embedded).  

 

Addison Reed inks $4,875,000 deal 
By Associated Press / ESPN.com  
http://espn.go.com/mlb/story/_/id/12321101/arizona-
diamondbacks-addison-reed-agree-one-year-contract-worth-
4875000 
 
 
PHOENIX -- Closer Addison Reed and the Arizona 
Diamondbacks have agreed to a one-year contract worth 
$4,875,000. 
 
The deal avoided a salary arbitration hearing scheduled for later 
Friday in St. Petersburg, Florida. Reed can earn $50,000 in 
performance bonuses: $25,000 each for 55 and 60 games 
finished. 
 
The right-hander had 32 saves in 38 chances last year with a 4.25 
ERA and 69 strikeouts in 59 1/3 innings. He earned $538,500. 
 
Eligible for arbitration for the first time, Reed had asked for 
$5.65 million and had been offered $4.7 million when the sides 
exchanged proposed salaries last month. 
 
Outfielder Mark Trumbo is Arizona's only player who filed for 
arbitration and remains without an agreement. 
 

A Love Letter to Jake Lamb 
By Ryan Morrison / Inside the 'Zona  
http://insidethezona.com/2015/02/love-letter-jake-lamb/ 
 
Jake, 
 
This has been a long time coming. In this season in which 
people say what they really feel, it’s time to admit the sentiment 
that’s bubbling to the surface.* You put the “hot” in “hot 
corner,” Jake. 
 
Even one year ago, you were a test case for players who might or 
might not make it. I wasn’t dreaming on you then, but all you’ve 
done as a professional is hit. Last summer, Jeff Wiser made a 
case for why we should take notice and give you your due. I’ve 
been paying attention, and now, Jake, you really got a hold on 
me. 
 
Do you mind if I call you Jake? Old media guides and some 
websites like FanGraphs insist on calling you “Jacob,” but that 
just feels too informal for me. On your Twitter account, you say 
“Jake,” and that’s good enough for me. I’ll do my best to get 
everyone else on board. 
 
I believe in you, Jake. How do other people not see it? You 
obliterated Rookie ball in your debut 2012 season, with a .539 
slugging mark that looked more like a Tuffy Gosewisch OPS. 
You had an unbelievable 2013 season at High-A, with a higher 
slugging percentage and a face-melting OBP of .424, creating 
runs at a rate 56% higher than your peers. And although you’ve 
only had 1,167 plate appearances in the minors, that wasn’t even 
your best season. 
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You outdid yourself with Double-A Mobile, creating runs at a 
rate 62% higher than league average. The jump barely dented 
your outrageous OBP, and you managed to keep your slugging 
percentage over .550. When you hit the ball in play, it went for a 
hit 38.9% of the time. How is that even possible? Few players 
manage to get so far away from their league’s average, and no 
one has done that in the majors. Paul Goldschmidt got hits on 
36.8% of balls in play last year, and that would have made him 
second in MLB. And although Goldy managed a BABIP similar 
to yours in High-A, his .331 BABIP in Double-A can’t hold a 
romantic candle to your .389 BABIP there. 
 
The fans of the Reno Aces did not get to share you for long, but 
trust me, when you were there, you made an impression. Like 
when you hit your home run there; you turned on that down-
and-in breaking ball like a soccer mom doing a beginners yoga 
pose. 
 
Jake, things didn’t go as well in your short time in the Show. As 
a third baseman (you’re not a pinch hitter!), you had a triple slash 
line of .238/.271/.385. That’s not great, but it’s not like any 
player’s first 133 PA are that meaningful. Heck, Ender Inciarte 
just showed us that; in his first 133 PA, Inciarte went 
.227/.256/.250, but after that point, he hit .298/.341/.404. I 
know, crazy, right? But Ender had that first stretch holding 
down his overall stats for the rest of the season. It’s great that 
you start 2015 with a blank slate. 
 
One of the things I like most about you is your generosity of 
spirit. You keep everyone in the field, Jake, and that says a lot 
about you as a player and as a person. Sure, you tend to pull the 
ball a little bit in the infield, but I promise not to get too jealous 
about this fleeting preoccupation with second basemen. And it’s 
the outfield that probably matters most; center fielders fielded 
the most of your batted balls (85) , but despite most players’ 
propensity to pull balls, right fielders fielded just ten more (72) 
than left fielders (62). You spread around the love, Jake. Just 
look at this 2014 minor league spray chart! 
 
I also can’t get over just how receptive and reliable you are. 
Baseball America named you the “Best Defensive 3B” in the 
D0uble-A Southern League last year, and two years ago, they 
thought you had the “Best Infield Arm” in the D-backs system. 
Sure, you’ve had 33 errors, but that’s in 225 games, and in the 
majors, you had just one error in 34 games (throwing — Martin 
Prado had 12 in 99 games). In Tango’s Fans Scouting Report, 
you were thought of as slightly below average in throwing 
accuracy, but above average or plus in all six other categories. 
Plays classified by Inside Edge as “likely” (60-90%) turned into 
outs by you 8 of 9 times, and you made 63 of 65 “routine” plays 
(90-100%). You may not have the golden throat of this fake Jake 
Lamb, but c’mon. There’s smooth, and then there’s smooth: 
 
Jake, another thing that makes me swoon is your resilience. On 
your first steal attempt in the majors, you got caught trying to 
run on the Twins. But your other MLB steal attempt came just 
two days later against the same team, and you stole that base. 
Rising to challenges is nothing new for you. Against southpaws, 
you do better, hitting .365/.427/.586 in the minors last year. 
Against pitchers ranked on an MLB.com top 20 prospect list? 
You killed that competition, going .321/.411/.581. You ranked 
103rd in at bats in the Southern League last year, but 4th in RBI. 
What can’t you do, Jake? What can’t you do? 

 
*** 
 
I know the odds are stacked against you, just like they’re stacked 
against any baseball player. I can’t help but talk about you with 
everyone, and I even reached out to the creators of the two best 
projection systems out there, ZiPS and Steamer. ZiPS sees you 
as a .244/.302/.412 hitter next year, a little below average at the 
plate (93 OPS+), but with a little pop. Minor league journeyman 
Boi Rodriguez is your top comparable per ZiPS, with a string of 
other underwhelming comps behind you: Marty Castillo, Dave 
Baker, Mike Pagliarulo, Floyd Rayford, Chris Brown, Wade 
Rowdon, Roy Howell, Delwyn Young, Mike Blowers, and Joel 
Guzman. About half of this crop were never worth more than 
zero wins above replacement per bWAR, with a couple in the 4-
5 career win range, and two men (Howell, 10.9; Pagliarulo, 10.6) 
worth more than ten. Players who only post 1-1.5 win seasons 
don’t always last that long, especially at third base. I believe in 
you, Jake, but to be a good player, you’ll have to be better than 
all of these comps. 
 
ZiPS takes your BABIPs into account, projecting a .316 mark. 
Steamer does, too, when it projects you at .250/.311/.404, and a 
bit closer to league average as a hitter (96 wRC+). On the back 
of your minor league BABIPs, Steamer projects you to have a 
.313 BABIP next year, which would still be a healthy 13 points 
above the likely league average. I wonder, though, whether the 
shortness of your minor league track record maybe just isn’t long 
enough for there to be a high confidence level in projections. 
Maybe there’s still a wider-than-normal range of possibilities. 
 
You do have doubters. ESPN’s Keith Law thinks your approach 
is more advanced than Brandon Drury‘s, but that Drury is the 
“better long-term prospect.” Kiley McDaniel of FanGraphs 
ranks you as a slightly below average future value player, with 
power but “too much swing-and-miss” to your game. I consider 
myself a pacifist, but if you find either of those guys for me, I 
can make sure that their nurples become purple. 
 
*** 
 
Jake, the best outcome for your career isn’t necessarily the most 
likely outcome for your career, but if you’re motivated to dream 
like I am, you offer plenty to dream on. 
 
Ok, I’m going to make a comparison to help make my point — 
please stick with me. Call this guy Player X: 
 
Now Jake, here are your stats from the same leagues, and like 
Player X all within a single two-year period: 
 
There are definitely some meaningful differences. Player X’s 
slugging percentages were bigger in each year, including the 
minors years. In the High-A season, Player X had a slightly 
better BABIP and AVG in addition to the SLG advantage. But 
you, Jake, also outplayed that High-A season in terms of walk 
percentage — you killed Player X on that — and you had an 
advantage in terms of strikeouts, too. In the end, you and Player 
X had a very similar season at the plate in terms of total 
production with “weighted On Base Average” marks within two 
points. That stat takes everything into account. 
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Player X had the advantage in the Double-A season, truth be 
told. You did your finest work, and although your walk rate 
dropped, your strikeout rate did, too. You still stung the ball, but 
for that season, Player X does have an advantage in terms of 
both OBP and SLG. It’s a meaningful difference — that’s the 36 
points of wOBA — but the gap is not quite that huge if you 
include your little stint with Reno (Player X didn’t play in Triple-
A). 
 
So yes, overall Player X has an advantage. And he did do better 
in his first MLB cameo than you did. Your profile is pretty 
similar — you guys have both struck out a lot at the beginnings 
of your career, but had your hits fall in more than normal. Player 
X looks a little better, definitely. But Player X is Paul 
Goldschmidt. And Goldy doesn’t play third base. 
 
*** 
 
Jake, I refuse to believe that your minor league success has been 
one big fluke, but unfortunately, none of the three ways we can 
use to kind of cross-check high BABIPs are available to us with 
minor league stats. But is it speed? Let’s see. Is it that when you 
hit the ball, you destroy it? We’ll let Hard Hit Average and the 
like tell us that in 2015. It’s not line drives — that’s really hard to 
get above or below the 20%-23% range. But I’ll be tracking, 
game to game, to see whether you hit more of the “fliner” 
variety of fly balls, which would help explain your batting 
averages. I’ll be watching. 
 
I don’t know, Jake, if you’re the second coming of Paul 
Goldschmidt, of Ichiro Suzuki, or of Boi Rodriguez. But I do 
know that I’ll be rooting for you, Jake, and watching every little 
step you take along the way. 
 
*This is, of course, all in good fun. But here’s my main 
disclaimer: this is the least objective baseball piece I’ve ever 
written. So there! 
 

Pitcher Chad Gaudin throws bullpen session for 
Diamondbacks 
By Sean d'Oliveira / CBSSports.com 
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/2506
9784/pitcher-chad-gaudin-throws-bullpen-session-for-
diamondbacks 
 
Free-agent pitcher Chad Gaudin recently threw a bullpen session 
for the Diamondbacks, reports The Arizona Republic. 
 
General manager Dave Stewart said the team has interest in 
signing the right-hander to add bullpen depth. Gaudin last 
pitched in 2013 and produced a 3.06 ERA over 97 innings.  
 

Chad Gaudin worked out for the Diamondbacks 
By Drew Silva / NBC Sports - Hard Ball Talk 
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/15/chad-gaudin-
worked-out-for-the-diamondbacks/related/ 
 
Nick Piecoro of the Arizona Republic reports that free agent 
reliever Chad Gaudin threw a bullpen session in front of 
Diamondbacks decision-makers this past week at the club’s Salt 
River Fields complex. 
 

Diamondbacks general manager Dave Stewart acknowledged to 
Piecoro that he is considering making an offer to Gaudin, who 
missed the entire 2014 season due to a neck injury but registered 
a strong 3.06 ERA across 97 innings (12 starts and 18 relief 
appearances) in 2013 for the Giants. 
 
If the Diamondbacks do sign the 31-year-old, it will likely be a 
non-guaranteed minor league deal. 
 

Diamondbacks avoid arbitration with closer Addison Reed 
By Aaron Gleeman / NBC Sports - Hard Ball Talk  
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/13/diamondbacks-
avoid-arbitration-with-closer-addison-reed/ 
 
Right-hander Addison Reed and the Diamondbacks have 
avoided arbitration with a one-year, $4.875 million deal. He 
requested $5.6 million and the team countered at $4.7 million. 
 
Reed was acquired by Arizona’s previous front office regime, 
which overvalued his save totals in Chicago. He had a rough first 
season with the Diamondbacks, going 1-7 with six blown saves 
and a 4.25 ERA while allowing 11 homers in 59 innings. 
 
Reed throws hard and has racked up 207 strikeouts in 197 
innings (along with 101 saves) through age 25, but his career 
ERA is 4.20. 
 

Prospect projections: NL West rookies 
Pederson, Gray, Susac could help determine outcome in division 
race 
By Jake Seiner / MiLB.com  
http://www.milb.com/news/article.jsp?ymd=20150211&conten
t_id=108957956&fext=.jsp&vkey=news_milb&sid=milb 
 
We at MiLB.com are counting down the days until Minor 
League Opening Day (52 days from today). Dozens of prospects 
are in Florida and Arizona with an eye on landing big league 
jobs, so, as we edge closer to Spring Training, it's a good time to 
take a look at rookie-eligible players who could make an impact 
in the Majors. 
 
Here's the last of a six-part, division-by-division look at top 
prospects who could exhaust their rookie status in 2015, 
concluding with the American League West. Below you'll find 
analysis regarding who could make an impact, as well as Steamer 
projections (taken with gratitude from FanGraphs) for those 
players. For those who don't know, Steamer is a projection 
system that uses statistics, age, level and other factors to predict 
player performance. The system makes for a fun point of 
reference in trying to gauge which prospects could play the 
biggest short-term roles. 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks 
 
After losing 98 games last year, the D-backs have hit the reset 
button at the Major League level, trading away notable players 
like Didi Gregorius, Miguel Montero and Wade Miley. If the 
next generation of Arizona baseball is to be successful, one of 
the leading players is likely to be Cuban signee Yasmany Tomas. 
The third baseman did not get a projection from Steamer and is 
not included above. Tomas did receive a projection from Dan 
Szymborski's ZiPS system, though. ZiPS projects Tomas for 1.9 

http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/25069784/pitcher-chad-gaudin-throws-bullpen-session-for-diamondbacks
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/25069784/pitcher-chad-gaudin-throws-bullpen-session-for-diamondbacks
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/25069784/pitcher-chad-gaudin-throws-bullpen-session-for-diamondbacks
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/15/chad-gaudin-worked-out-for-the-diamondbacks/related/
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/15/chad-gaudin-worked-out-for-the-diamondbacks/related/
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/13/diamondbacks-avoid-arbitration-with-closer-addison-reed/
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/13/diamondbacks-avoid-arbitration-with-closer-addison-reed/
http://www.milb.com/news/article.jsp?ymd=20150211&content_id=108957956&fext=.jsp&vkey=news_milb&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/news/article.jsp?ymd=20150211&content_id=108957956&fext=.jsp&vkey=news_milb&sid=milb
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WAR over 520 plate appearances, backed by 21 home runs, a 
.267 batting average and .334 wOBA. It should be noted that 
projecting Major League numbers based on Cuban professional 
statistics is a tough task, but overall, ZiPS projects Tomas to be 
an average Major Leaguer with scouting reports guessing he can 
provide even more than that. 
 
Arizona is going to give Tomas a chance to stick at third, despite 
reports that he'd struggle at the hot corner and would fit better 
in the outfield or at first base. The good news is that third is a 
position of strength for Arizona. Jake Lamb made his Major 
League debut late last season and should compete for a Major 
League spot. The D-backs' No. 5 prospect is one of the Minors' 
better defenders at third and has the bat to profile there, too. 
Steamer thinks Lamb already can contribute roughly league-
average statistics. Further down the ladder, Brandon Drury isn't 
as solid defensively but could match Lamb's offensive 
contributions. That said, Steamer doesn't think Drury would 
impact the big league team much this season if given the chance. 
 
In trading away Montero, Arizona has opened a gaping hole 
behind the plate. A pair of prospects could see time this year in 
Peter O'Brien and Oscar Hernandez. O'Brien -- projected by 
Steamer as an outfielder above -- was acquired from the Yankees 
in the Martin Prado trade last July. Steamer thinks O'Brien's 
power will translate already. It also projects a lackluster 27.6 
percent strikeout rate. While the bat looks pretty good, reports 
indicate O'Brien faces an uphill climb to be merely average 
defensively. Expect his playing time to be directly tied to his 
defensive progress. Hernandez, meanwhile, is a Rule 5 pickup 
with a strong defensive reputation. The 21-year-old spent last 
season at Class A Bowling Green, though, and hit just .249 at 
that level. 
 
Arizona put four pitchers on MLB.com's latest Top 100 list, and 
three of them could see action in the Majors this year -- Archie 
Bradley, Braden Shipley and Aaron Blair. Bradley, a 2011 first-
rounder (seventh overall), is the most experienced of the three, 
logging more than 200 innings between Double-A and Triple-A 
the past two seasons. The big right-hander has struggled to 
control his outstanding stuff, though, leading Steamer to project 
a nasty 5.4 walks per nine innings. The projection system actually 
believes Shipley and Blair are both more advanced right now. 
That defies conventional wisdom a bit, as that duo has a 
combined 66 1/3 innings at Double-A. 
 
The D-backs have two relievers in the back half of their Top 20 
prospect list who have an excellent chance to debut in 2015 -- 
Jake Barrett and Jimmie Sherfy. Barrett split last year between 
Double-A and Triple-A, picking up 28 saves to go with a 3.09 
ERA. Sherfy spent time at Class A Advanced and Double-A, 
showing promising stuff but also compiling a 4.59 ERA. Reports 
indicate both pitchers have the stuff to at least handle setup 
duties in the Majors, but Steamer thinks both would be best 
deployed as middle-relief options -- or at Triple-A -- this season. 
 
Lastly, like Tomas, Yoan Lopez is a Cuban free agent who 
signed with Arizona this winter. Unlike Tomas, Lopez is very 
likely to open the year in the Minors, though it's possible the 22-
year-old right-hander could pitch his way into the Majors by 
season's end. Steamer does not have a projection for Lopez, 
however, explaining his exclusion from the above list. 
 

Biggest impactor: Tomas should be an everyday player from the 
get-go, so he's the best bet here. It's hard to ignore that the D-
backs have a black hole behind the plate, though, and that the 
team has indicated more faith in O'Brien's glove than the 
industry. The slugging backstop will probably start the year in 
the Minors, but if he performs there, there isn't much standing 
between him and everyday big league action. 
 
Fantasy special: If O'Brien maintains catcher eligibility, he has 
the upside to lead all backstops in homers, at least on a per-at-
bat basis. Few catchers can match his power potential, making 
him a more attractive fantasy asset than real-life one. Bradley, 
Shipley and Blair all profile as solid fantasy options, too, though 
probably more for the long-term. 
 
Colorado Rockies 
 
The Rockies boast touted prospects in David Dahl, Raimel 
Tapia, Ryan McMahon and Forrest Wall, but none of them 
figure to contribute in Colorado this season. There isn't a whole 
lot on the immediate horizon, although a replacement for 
defensively challenged backstop Wilin Rosario might be nearby. 
Most likely to bump Rosario long-term is Tom Murphy, who 
ranks 10th in the Rockies system. Murphy gets solid reviews for 
his defense and should hit enough for the position. He has his 
work cut out for him earning a 2015 promotion, however, after a 
shoulder injury limited him to 27 Double-A contests last year. 
 
There isn't much here other than Murphy. Ryan Casteel is 
projected at catcher above but doesn't profile well defensively 
behind the dish. Instead, he's likely limited to first base, where 
his bat won't meet lofty Major League standards. Trevor Story 
and Cristhian Adames don't appear ready to make much impact, 
while Kyle Parker could provide some thump off the bench. 
 
Quality starting pitching has been tough for Colorado to find, 
but in recent years, it's increased its focus on developing hurlers 
tailored to work in Coors Fields' unfriendly confines. If you ask 
Steamer, the team has done well enough to churn out three 
pitchers ready for at least spot-start duty in Jon Gray, Tyler 
Anderson and Eddie Butler. Gray and Butler rank first and 
second in Colorado's farm system and have upside to pitch near 
the top of the rotation. Anderson was a 2011 first-round pick 
(20th overall) who finally overcame a rash of injuries to piece 
together a 1.98 ERA in 23 Double-A starts last year. Colorado 
doesn't have much starting depth near the Majors, so all three 
should be in the running for rotation duty at some point in 2015 
-- assuming they stay healthy. 
 
In the bullpen, Steamer thinks the Rockies have found a keeper 
in right-hander Jairo Diaz, acquired from the Angels in 
December for Josh Rutledge. Diaz struck out 85 over 64 2/3 
Minor League innings last year with a 3.48 ERA, then tossed 5 
2/3 effective innings in the Majors. In projecting Diaz to 
contribute 0.6 WAR, Steamer is estimating he's ready for setup 
duties in a big league bullpen. 
 
Biggest impactor: Gray spent all of 2014 in Double-A and 
should jump to Triple-A to start this year. His stay there could 
be brief, as Kyle Kendrick doesn't figure to block anybody from 
a rotation spot for long. 
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Fantasy special: Gray and Butler are both solid long-term fantasy 
assets, though Gray gets the edge because he induces more 
whiffs and has a more durable frame. Coors Field will obviously 
inflate the ERAs for both but shouldn't preclude either from 
warranting a spot on your fantasy roster. 
 
Los Angeles Dodgers 
 
Cot's Baseball Contracts has the Dodgers committed to $265 
million in salary for the 2015 season, but they should still receive 
a notable boost from players living on the Major League 
minimum. Headlining that list is Joc Pederson. Ranked third in 
Los Angeles' system, he posted a 1.017 OPS at Triple-A last 
season while waiting for room to clear in the Dodgers' veteran-
laden outfield. Now that Matt Kemp has been traded, there's 
finally room for Pederson. Expect the 22-year-old to play 
regularly in center against right-handers, though skipper Don 
Mattingly may choose to keep the left-handed hitter on the 
bench against tougher southpaws early on. 
 
Los Angeles has Yasmani Grandal and A.J. Ellis penned in to 
handle backstop duties this year, but both have discouraging 
injury histories. L.A. is deep at the position, though, with 
Steamer high on Austin Barnes and Shawn Zarraga. Barnes -- 
acquired from Miami in the Dee Gordon trade -- also can play 
second base, making him one of the game's most uniquely 
versatile players. 
 
Steamer is not so bullish on top prospect Corey Seager, at least 
not this season. The 20-year-old played 38 games at Double-A to 
end 2014 and could return to the level to start this season with 
an eye on a quick jump to Triple-A if things go well. Either way, 
Seager should be ready for a callup by September, assuming the 
Dodgers have space for him and want to start his service-time 
clock. 
 
Projecting the career of teenager Julio Urias is tough for a system 
like Steamer, which relies on the game's history to project future 
performance. Urias is unique, having started last season at Class 
A Advanced while only 17 years old. Steamer is skeptical, but 
other systems are more optimistic. Dan Szymborski's ZiPS 
system, for instance, projects Urias to post a 3.77 ERA and 
collect 1 WAR over 90 2/3 innings. Now 18, Urias will face the 
Double-A challenge to start 2015. Los Angeles will keep a tight 
limit on his workload, probably holding him under 120 innings. 
If he performs well enough, though, it's not out of the question 
for Urias to reach the Majors this year and pick up some of 
those innings out of the Dodgers bullpen. 
 
If Los Angeles does have injuries in the rotation, it's more likely 
that Joe Wieland, Zach Lee, Chris Reed or Carlos Frias would 
get the call to fill in. In the bullpen, Pedro Baez should open 
2015 in the Majors after a solid debut last season. Behind him, 
Yimi Garcia is coming off an excellent year at Triple-A. One 
sleeper for the second half is hard-throwing right-hander Jacob 
Rhame. The 2013 sixth-rounder posted a 2.00 ERA at Class A 
last season and Steamer already thinks he'd be passable in Los 
Angeles' bullpen. 
 
Biggest impactor: Perhaps more than any prospect in this series, 
Pederson has both the talent and the opportunity to run away 
with Rookie of the Year honors. His game isn't perfect -- 
Steamer projects a 25 percent strikeout rate and .225 batting 

average -- but he can glove it in center, drive the ball out of the 
park and wreak some havoc on the basepaths. 
 
Fantasy special: Pederson hit 33 homers and stole 30 bases at 
Triple-A last year, so he's a legitimate 20-20 threat in the Majors. 
Knock him down a notch below the other 20-20 threats due to 
the strikeouts, but he already should be considered among the 
second-tier outfield options behind Mike Trout, Andrew 
McCutchen, Giancarlo Stanton and Carlos Gomez. 
 
San Diego Padres 
 
New general manager A.J. Preller reshaped the entire 
organization with a series of offseason trades, leaving 
opportunities sparse for unproven Minor Leaguers to earn 
regular big league jobs. That said, two top prospects -- Austin 
Hedges and Hunter Renfroe -- have a chance to make their 
Major League debuts this season. Hedges is one of the Minors' 
top defensive catchers but hasn't shown much offensively. 
Renfroe, meanwhile, is one of the top power prospects around, 
though he's not much of a defender and struck out too often at 
Double-A last year. Steamer projects a 25 percent strikeout rate, 
the main reason Renfroe's batting average comes in at just .216. 
 
San Diego could get key contributions off the bench from less 
heralded prospects like Alex Dickerson, Taylor Lindsey, Cory 
Spangenberg and Jake Goebbert. Dickerson and Goebbert both 
profile best at first base but also can play the corner outfield 
spots. One or both could fit well on a Major League bench, 
though the team already has a more established first 
baseman/outfielder on the roster in Tommy Medica. Lindsey 
and Spangenberg look like decent insurance policies if Jedd 
Gyorko continues to regress at the keystone. Both are left-
handed hitters, so sliding them into a platoon with the right-
handed Gyorko is a possibility, if it comes to that. 
 
Triple-A El Paso was not a fun place for Matt Wisler last year. 
The right-hander logged 116 2/3 innings with the Chihuahuas 
and posted a 5.01 ERA, more than two runs higher than the 
ERA he'd posted at any other level -- save for a one-appearance 
stint in Rookie ball in 2011. Most of the El Paso pitching staff 
struggled in brand new Southwest University Park, and Wisler 
was no exception, compiling a 6.24 ERA at home against a 3.98 
ERA on the road. The lackluster home numbers haven't 
disturbed Steamer all that much. The system thinks Wisler could 
hold his own in the Majors right now, although it's more likely 
the 22-year-old gets some more work at Triple-A to begin the 
season. 
 
Casey Kelly also is likely to work into the rotation at some point. 
The right-hander debuted in 2012 and looked prime to lock 
down a rotation spot, then missed all of 2013 following Tommy 
John surgery. The 25-year-old made four Minor League starts in 
May but missed the rest of the season following a setback. Kelly 
could compete for a rotation spot in Spring Training, but it's 
more likely he'll be one of the first players on the shuttle from El 
Paso to San Diego if there's an injury. 
 
Biggest impactor: San Diego has big league veterans entrenched 
more or less across the diamond, but it lacks standout infielders 
and left-handed hitters. Even if it's not at second base, either 
Lindsey or Spangenberg could work his way into regular at-bats. 
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Neither is guaranteed to provide much, but one or both should 
get the chance to contribute. 
 
Fantasy special: Wisler profiles best as a mid-rotation pitcher, 
but he'll be slightly more valuable to fantasy owners since Petco 
Park is so pitcher-friendly. The right-hander should become a 
solid fantasy starter when he gets his shot at the Padres rotation. 
 
San Francisco Giants 
 
The Giants don't have a ton on the way when it comes to 
offensive prospects, but the players who should graduate this 
year fit remarkably well with San Francisco's roster. 
 
In almost any other city, fans might be clamoring to get a look at 
Andrew Susac behind the dish. However, Buster Posey is going 
nowhere. That said, Posey has averaged only 115 games behind 
the plate the past three seasons, leaving room for Susac to play a 
couple times per week as his backup. Susac seems poised to 
thrive in that role after posting a .792 OPS in 35 big league 
games last year. He's solid behind the plate, and many young 
catchers benefit long-term from learning the intricacies of the 
position in the Majors while in backup roles. The 24-year-old 
could earn more playing time if he can learn to play first base or 
a corner outfield spot, but he doesn't have notable experience at 
any other position and may lack the athleticism for the outfield. 
 
San Francisco graduated one promising middle infielder last year 
in Joe Panik. This year, Matt Duffy should do the same, albeit 
with a little less fanfare. Duffy lacks Panik's offensive upside, 
though the gap isn't that large. Conversely, Duffy is a sharper 
defender than Panik, capable of manning shortstop but with a 
skill set that translates best in a utility role. Panik and Brandon 
Crawford are both left-handed hitters, so the right-handed Duffy 
could step into a platoon role if either struggles to replicate last 
season's successes. 
 
Elsewhere, Gary Brown made enough progress last year 
repeating Triple-A to earn a September promotion. His prospect 
status has tarnished, but his defense and speed profile well in a 
fourth or fifth outfielder role. Steamer is skeptical he'll 
contribute offensively, though. 
 
Steamer thinks the Giants have some solid bullpen candidates 
who have yet to exceed rookie eligibility, led by Hunter 
Strickland. Fans are probably familiar with Strickland -- the 
right-hander logged 8 1/3 postseason innings in San Francisco's 
World Series run last year, allowing six homers while recording a 
7.56 ERA. He struggled keeping the ball in the park at times in 
the Minors, too, though he was much better for the non-
postseason portion of 2014, surrendering only three homers 
over 45 2/3 innings across three levels. The 26-year-old should 
post solid strikeout and walk numbers in the Majors this year. 
His home run rate will determine his overall success. Steamer, at 
least, is bullish. 
 
Beyond Strickland, Steamer thinks Erik Cordier and Cody Hall 
are promising bullpen options. Cordier reached the Majors last 
year, posting a 1.50 ERA over six innings and averaging 99.2 
mph on his fastball. Hall, meanwhile, pitched out of the 'pen at 
Double-A, compiling a 3.14 ERA with more than a strikeout per 
inning. 
 

A number of the team's top starting pitching prospects also 
workhed at Double-A last season, including Kyle Crick, 
Adalberto Mejia, Ty Blach, Clayton Blackburn, Chris Stratton 
and Derek Law. Steamer doesn't think any of that crew is ready 
for the Major League rotation, though. 
 
Biggest impactor: Susac and Strickland are both good bets to 
spend most of the year in the Majors. If Susac can adapt to 
playing only a couple days a week, expect him to pair with Posey 
to form one of the best catching tandems in baseball. His 
offense won't quite match Posey's, but he'll provide way more 
with the stick than the usual backup backstop. 
 
Fantasy special: Santiago Casilla and Sergio Romo have plenty of 
closing experience, but Casilla turns 35 this year and Romo has 
been trending the wrong direction for years. Strickland could be 
in line for save opportunities this season if one or both of that 
duo falters. Consider him a solid handcuff for Casilla and a 
must-watch on the waiver wire. 
 

Arizona Diamondbacks Bullpen Preview 
By Kevin Bonneville / Fansided.com  
http://heatwaved.com/2015/02/16/arizona-diamondbacks-
bullpen-preview/ 
 
Across the board, the 2014 season was a disaster for the Arizona 
Diamondbacks. The club finished with a 64-98 record, which 
was the worst in all of baseball. 
 
One of the many reasons why the D-Backs performed so poorly 
last season was the struggles of their bullpen. The unit finished 
with a 3.92 ERA last year, which was good for 23rd in all of 
baseball. 
 
Despite no big changes, the organization expects this group to 
be improved this coming season with a couple of key veterans 
returning from injuries and a slew of young arms being close to 
ready for the big league level. 
 
Let’s kick things off by looking at who will be closing out games 
for the D-Backs this season. 
 
Closer: Addison Reed – 1-7 record, 4.25 ERA, 15 BB, 69 K’s in 
59.1 innings last season 
 
Reed had a rough go of it in his first season in a Diamondbacks 
uniform after being acquired by the club from the Chicago 
White Sox during the winter. He had six blown saves in 38 
attempts, which is hardly Mariano Rivera like. 
 
The right-hander pitched much better on the road last season 
than he did at Chase Field. Reed had a 3.62 ERA on the road, 
which was more than a full run lower than his ERA at Chase 
Field. 
 
With a full year under his belt, look for Reed to be a bit more 
comfortable in his role this season. He might not be in a D-
Backs uniform for long though given his ever-increasing price 
tag and the fact that this club has lots of quality young arms 
which could take over Reed’s role. 
 

http://heatwaved.com/2015/02/16/arizona-diamondbacks-bullpen-preview/
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Set-Up Man: Brad Ziegler – 5-3 record, 3.49 ERA, 24 BB’s, 54 
K’s in 67 innings last season 
 
Ever since he entered the league in 2008 with the Oakland 
Athletics, it’s hard to find a more consistent reliever than Zig. 
Over seven big league seasons, Ziegler has a 2.56 ERA with 108 
holds. 
 
Last season was a bit of a struggle for the veteran though as he 
had the highest ERA of his career at 3.49. A lot of that had to do 
with a bum knee that Ziegler was suffering from in the final 
couple months of the season, which required microfracture 
surgery in September, a procedure fans here in Phoenix are very 
familiar with. 
 
Despite how serious the surgery is, Ziegler is progressing well 
and is hoping to be ready by the start of the season in early 
April. 
 
Long Relief: Randall Delgado – 4-4 record, 4.87 ERA, 35 BB’s, 
86 K’s in 77.2 innings last season 
 
This is a position that’s been held by Josh Collmenter over the 
past couple of seasons, but with Colly now at the top of the 
starting rotation, this job now firmly belongs to Delgado. 
 
Delgado was up and down in 2014. Of course, a lot of that 
probably wasn’t his fault because he really didn’t have a set role 
until the very end of the season. Delgado had two great months 
last season (0.64 ERA in July and 1.53 ERA in September) with 
a bunch of bad months in between. 
 
With the rotation in flux, this club is going to need more 
consistency out of Delgado in 2015 because he’ll more than 
likely be pitching a ton of innings. 
 
Middle Relief 
 
Evan Marshall - 4-4 record, 2.74 ERA, 17 BB’s, 54 K’s in 49.1 
innings last season 
 
This guy was one of the few bright spots for this club last 
season. He came up in early June and pitched well for pretty 
much most of the season. The lone exception for the 24-year-old 
was the month of June where Marshall gave up seven runs in 
only nine innings of work. 
 
In my eyes, he projects to be a perfect eighth inning guy. If 
Ziegler proves that he’s healthy and is pitching well, there’s a 
distinct possibility that he’s moved before the Trade Deadline, 
giving Marshall a chance to take over the eighth inning role. 
 
Oliver Perez – 3-4 record, 2.91 ERA, 24 BB’s, 76 K’s in 58.2 
innings this season 
 
Many fans were shocked when Perez was signed to a two-year 
deal last March, but he turned out to be a bargain considering 
the season he had. He was great all season long until he had a 
few bad outings in September. 
 
Surprisingly, Perez was actually more effective against righties 
than he was when facing lefties. Right handers hit only .184 

against them while hitters from the opposite side of the plate hit 
near .100 points higher. 
 
Perez will be an important piece this bullpen this year and will 
help mentor a lot of the youngsters. 
 
David Hernandez – Didn’t pitch in 2014 because of Tommy 
John surgery 
 
Losing Hernandez early on in spring training last year was a big 
blow to this club. Arizona lost someone who was their lock 
down eighth inning guy for a couple of seasons in a row, a role 
which was a mess for most of 2014. 
 
Hernandez is now back and all indicators point to him being 
ready for the beginning of the season. It’s unfair to say that he’ll 
return to his form of two years ago, but if he does, it will make 
this unit that much more improved as a whole. 
 
Daniel Hudson – 0-0 record, 13.50 ERA, 0 BB’s, 2 K’s in 2.2 
innings last season 
 
With having two Tommy John surgeries in a couple of years, it’s 
truly remarkable that Hudson is still pitching. Most guys would 
have retired, but Huddy decided to stick things out. 
 
Now, I know some project to him to be a starting pitcher, but I 
don’t see it at this stage. Hudson would be much better off 
remaining in the bullpen and maybe give it a shot as a starter 
down the road when he proves that he can stay healthy. 
 
Whatever happens, you can’t help but root for this guy. 
 
Matt Reynolds – Didn’t pitch in 2014 because of Tommy John 
surgery 
 
Another reliever, another victim to Tommy John surgery. 
Reynolds missed all of last season because of having the 
precedure done in September of 2013. 
 
Given that he hasn’t pitched since June of 2013, it’s hard to 
predict what exactly the D-Backs will get from the lefty this 
season. Before he did get hurt, Reynolds was one of the better 
relievers that this club had. 
 
In Reserve 
 
The one thing that this organization has done recently is stock 
pile young relievers. There’s a very good chance that you’ll see 
plenty of them this season, depending on injuries and trades. 
 
Matt Stites, Enrique Burgos, Will Locante and Kevin Munson 
are just a few of the names that you should keep an eye on. Stites 
is the name that fans should be most familiar with as he made 37 
appearances last season, posting an ERA of 5.73. 
 

 
Diamondbacks, Reed avoid arbitration 
By The Sports Network / AthlonSports.com  
http://athlonsports.com/mlb/diamondbacks-reed-avoid-
arbitration 
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Phoenix, AZ (SportsNetwork.com) - The Arizona 
Diamondbacks and reliever Addison Reed avoided arbitration 
on Friday, agreeing to a one-year contract. 
 
No financial terms were disclosed by the team. 
 
The 26-year-old right-hander finished his first season in the 
desert with a 1-7 record, 4.25 earned run average and 32 saves 
over 59 1/3 innings in 62 appearances. 
 
Heading into his fifth pro season, Reed owns a 9-13 mark, 4.20 
ERA and 101 saves for the Chicago White Sox and D-backs. 
  
- See more at: http://athlonsports.com/mlb/diamondbacks-
reed-avoid-arbitration#sthash.XwrRhIz2.dpuf 
 

Arizona Diamondbacks Avoid Arbitration With Addison 
Reed 
By Kevin Bonneville / Fansided.com  
http://heatwaved.com/2015/02/13/arizona-diamondbacks-
avoid-arbitration-addison-reed/ 
 
The Arizona Diamondbacks are once again not going to an 
arbitration hearing with one of their players. 
 
On Friday, the club and their closer Addison Reed agreed to a 
one-year contract. The deal pays the 26-year-old $4.875 million, 
according to ESPN. He can also earn $50,000 in performance 
bonuses. 
 
@Dbacks   
 
The #Dbacks have avoided arbitration with Addison Reed, 
agreeing to a one-year contract. 
 
The new deal is not far off from what the D-Backs countered to 
Reed originally. Reed asked for $5.65 million last month while 
Arizona came back with a counter of $4.7 million. 
 
What’s remarkable is that the organization hasn’t gone to an 
arbitration hearing since 2001 when they did so with catcher 
Damian Miller. They might still have to do so with outfielder 
Mark Trumbo though as the two sides have yet to reach an 
agreement on a new deal. 
 
As for Reed, he was up and down last season in his first year in a 
Diamondbacks uniform after being acquired from the Chicago 
White Sox. Reed had 32 saves in 38 chances, but he had an ERA 
of 4.25 and an ugly record of 1-7. 
 
One thing you can say about Reed’s season last year was that he 
was consistently inconsistent. There wasn’t much of a difference 
in his numbers before and after the All-Star break; 4.30 ERA 
before and 4.15 ERA after. 
 
The D-Backs are expecting bigger and better things from their 
closer in 2015. If he has a first good couple of months to his 
season, there’s a distinct possibility that Reed could be traded 
before the Trade Deadline, given all the young relief depth this 
club has. 
 

Arizona Diamondbacks: Predicting Spring Training 

By Tristan Leonhard / TruSchoolSportsr.com  
http://www.truschoolsports.com/2015/02/arizona-
diamondbacks-predicting-spring-training/ 
 
With coverage beginning in just a few days, and pitchers and 
catchers already filling into the ballparks, I wanted to get out 
ahead of things and put out my predictions for the Arizona 
Diamondbacks during Spring Training. 
 
Spring MVP – Position Player 
 
If I had to point at a player and expect them to have an above 
average spring, I would have to go with Jake Lamb. Lamb had 
just a taste of the big leagues in 2014 as he saw time in 37 games, 
and while many thought he had the inside track at the third base 
job this year, Arizona came out of nowhere to sign Yasmany 
Tomas and immediately had him begin working out at the hot 
corner. With a chip on his shoulder, I would expect Lamb to 
come back firing on all cylinders this spring in an attempt to 
force Arizona’s hand to start the year. 
 
Spring LVP – Position Player 
 
While I think he is actually in for a monster 2015, I am going to 
give the pre-spring training Least Valuable Player award to the 
new right-fielder, Mark Trumbo. Coming off a down year, and a 
notoriously slow starter in spring training, I could see fans 
jumping off of the Trumbo Train (if there are any left on there) 
as he hits close to .200 with minimal power out at Salt River. 
Still, I, unlike many other writers, am a firm believer in his bat 
and expect him to turn things around when the season starts. 
 
Spring CY Young –  
 
Easy choice here is Josh Collmenter. He dominated spring last 
year to the tune of a 0.00 ERA over 12.2 innings while tallying 
up three saves. While he is being stretched out to start, and many 
expect him to open the season in the rotation, I don’t expect this 
spring to be any different. These early games are mostly used to 
see young hitters and have them get their timing back on track. 
Hitting in the cages only allows so much, so during spring, it’s a 
great time for hitters to adjust to actual arms and work on 
regaining that technique. My theory on Collmenter’s success in 
spring relates to his awkward tomahawk throwing motion. While 
most hitters are just trying to get used to seeing a regular arm 
coming out of the slot, Collmenter’s already foreign motion 
throws the hitter’s timing off even more. Easy spring pickens for 
the veteran righty. 
 
Spring CY Dud –  
 
Semi going out on a limb here, because there are some rookie 
arms that look plenty volatile, but I am going to peg Vidal Nuno 
as having the worst spring of the Diamondback arms. Currently 
named as one of the 3,241 pitchers that the D’Backs have vying 
for the last two spots in the rotation, Nuno shocked hardcore 
Yankee fans last year as he came over to the National League 
and put up decent numbers in the desert, including a 3.08 ERA 
over the month of August. Still, the warm air out west began to 
play a toll on Nuno towards the end of the year as his ERA flew 
north of 5.00 during his final four starts in September. There is 
going to be a lot of pressure on Nuno to compete and pitch well 
this spring and I am not so sure that he will be able to handle it. 
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What to Watch For –  
 
It would be easy to cop out here and again mention the three big 
RHPs in Blair, Shipley, and Bradley that the Dbacks will have 
back in camp this year, or about how everyone is excited to see 
how Tomas debuts in Sedona red, but I am more so looking to 
the battle for left field. With Tomas set to start at third, left field 
is going to come down to Peralta (early lead) and Inciarte with 
Cody Ross on the outside looking in. Both Peralta and Inciarte 
had solid seasons in 2014, but both own very different skill sets. 
I think that Ross has claimed a bench spot with Inciarte more 
than likely heading down to AAA Reno, but a strong spring 
could make things interesting and having additional outfield 
depth never hurt anyone. 
 
Things to Avoid –  
 
◾Reading Too Much Into ST Stats: Just because a player hits 
over .500 with 7 home runs doesn’t mean that he is going to be 
an all-star this year. For reference, Martin Prado hit .440 last 
spring in 18 games, but flopped when it came time for the 
season to begin. 
 
◾Worrying About the Catching Situation: I say not to worry 
about it, but what I really mean is, there isn’t anything that can 
be done about how bad it is, so…. 
 
◾Watching the Catching Situation: No matter how well Peter 
O’Brien hits this spring, his glove still needs some work behind 
the plate and will require some seasoning in the minor leagues. 
The catching situation is a disaster right now and it will only hurt 
your feelings to pay attention to it. 
 

People: Executive transactions 
By Sports Business Journal  
http://www.sportsbusinessdaily.com/Journal/Issues/2015/02/
16/People-and-Pop-Culture/Careers.aspx 
 
Baseball 
 
MLB named Frank Robinson senior adviser to the 
commissioner and honorary president of the American League. 
Robinson was MLB executive vice president of baseball 
development. 
 
The Arizona Diamondbacks named Joe Carter a special assistant 
to the general manager. 
 
The Atlanta Braves hired Brad Meriwether as director of 
consumer marketing. Meriwether was director of account 
services for Leader Enterprises. 
 
The Class A South Atlantic League’s Augusta (Ga.) GreenJackets 
named Brandon Greene assistant general manager, Caitlyn Smith 
promotions and marketing coordinator and Derek Herron a 
group sales executive. 
 
The Class A New York-Penn League’s Lowell (Mass.) Spinners 
hired Seth Distler as a senior sales executive. Distler was a sales 
executive for the Potomac Nationals.  
 

The Class A Carolina League’s Myrtle Beach (S.C.) Pelicans 
promoted Andy Milovich to president and general manager, 
Zach Brockman to assistant general manager of sales and 
Nathan Barnett to full-time media relations manager and 
broadcaster. The team hired Ryan Moore as vice president of 
business development. 
 
Basketball 
 
The Philadelphia 76ers hired Chad Biggs as senior vice president 
of corporate development and activation. Biggs was vice 
president of global marketing partnerships for the NBA.  
 
Football 
 
The Houston Texans promoted Brian Gaine to director of 
player personnel and Jon Carr to director of college scouting, 
and hired Matt Jansen as college scouting coordinator. 
 
The New York Jets hired Brian Heimerdinger as director of 
player personnel. Heimerdinger was a player personnel analyst 
for the St. Louis Rams. 
 
The Green Bay Packers hired Chad Watson as director of sales 
and business development. Watson was director of sales and 
marketing partnerships for the St. Louis Rams. 
 
The Philadelphia Eagles promoted Ed Marynowitz to vice 
president of player personnel. 
 
The San Francisco 49ers hired Tom Gamble as a senior 
personnel executive. Gamble was vice president of player 
personnel for the Philadelphia Eagles. 
 
Golf  
 
The First Tee of Greater Chicago named Lisa Quinn executive 
director. 
 
Hockey 
 
The Los Angeles Kings hired Scott Sangrey as controller. 
 
The Columbus Blue Jackets promoted Malinda Smith, Matthew 
Kill, Maxwell Cohen and Zoey Osman to season sales account 
executives. 
 
Tampa Bay Sports & Entertainment, parent company of the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, hired Jarrod Dillon as executive vice 
president of sales and marketing. Dillon was vice president of 
corporate partnerships for the San Diego Padres. 
 
College Hockey Inc. named Andrew Thomas director of 
education and recruitment. Thomas was director of hockey 
operations at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. 
 
St. Louis Blues goaltender Martin Brodeur retired and was 
named senior adviser to the general manager.  
 
The ECHL hired Natalie Bernstein as an executive/marketing 
assistant. 
 
Horse Racing 
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The Breeders’ Cup hired Bryan Pettigrew as senior vice 
president of marketing and sponsorship. Pettigrew was senior 
vice president for the National Thoroughbred Racing 
Association’s NTRA Advantage. 
 
Churchill Downs Inc. hired Mike Ziegler as executive director of 
racing. Ziegler was executive director of safety and integrity 
alliance for the National Thoroughbred Racing Association. 
 
The New York Racing Association hired Sean Perl as assistant 
racing secretary for Aqueduct Racetrack, Belmont Park and 
Saratoga Race Course. Perl was stakes coordinator and assistant 
racing secretary for Calder Race Course. 
 
Woodbine Entertainment Group’s president and chief executive 
officer, Nick Eaves, will step down March 31. 
 
Law 
 
Hunton & Williams LLP hired Matthew Kelly as an associate in 
the firm’s Charlotte office.  
 
Marketing 
 
Repucom hired Philip Grieco as senior director of marketing 
and commercial solutions and Simon Long as head of sales for 
the United Kingdom and Ireland. Grieco was director of global 
consulting for projects and business development for 
Wasserman Media Group, and Long was chief commercial 
officer for the Lawn Tennis Association.  
 
Learfield Sports promoted Brendan Jobin to account executive 
and named Steve Tucker general manager for Army Sports 
Properties. Tucker was manager of business development for 
Learfield’s Penn State Sports Properties. 
 
ECAL hired John Lambrides as vice president of ECAL 
Americas. Lambrides was director of business development for 
RealDecoy. 
 
Media  
 
Fox Sports 1 and Fox Sports 2 established a talent relations and 
development group, and named George Greenberg executive 
vice president of content integration and presentation; Roy 
Hamilton senior vice president of talent and development; Jacob 
Ullman vice president of production and talent development; 
Laura Marcus vice president of talent relations; and Heather 
Munson senior manager. 
 
Premiere Networks hired Scott Shapiro as vice president of 
sports programming. Shapiro was program director for ESPN 
Radio. 
 
Uproxx Sports hired Chris Mottram as managing editor. 
Mottram was an executive producer for SBNation.com.  
 
Westwood One promoted Jim Daunais to executive vice 
president for the Southeast region and Tim Walker to executive 
vice president for the Southwest region. 
 

Fox Networks Group promoted Bruce Lefkowitz to executive 
vice president of advertising sales. 
 
NBC Sports Group promoted Nathan Suh and Samita 
Mannapperuma to senior directors of business development and 
Troy Ewanchyna to vice president of digital for 
NBCSports.com. 
 
Root Sports hired Dave Belmonte as general sales manager for 
the Rocky Mountain region. Belmonte was vice president of 
advertising sales for Home Team Sports. 
 
Olympics 
 
USA Basketball hired Ohemaa Nyanin as women’s national team 
assistant director. 
 
Soccer 
 
New York City FC hired Tom Glick as president. Glick was 
chief commercial and operating officer for Manchester City 
Football Club. 
 
Sporting Goods and Apparel 
 
Nathan Sports hired Greg Brantner as marketing manager, Alex 
Feldman as Eastern region tech representative and Daniel Suher 
as specialty sales coordinator. 
 
Sunice named Jean Cloutier chief financial officer and chief 
operating officer. Cloutier was vice president of operation and 
finance for Outdoor Gear Canada. 
 
Sports Authority hired Ron Stoupa as executive vice president 
and chief marketing officer. Stoupa was chief marketing officer 
for Pep Boys. 
 
Under Armour hired Peter Ruppe as senior vice president of 
footwear. Ruppe was president of Alchemy Global.  
 
Other  
 
The International Equestrian Federation, or FEI, named Sabrina 
Zeender secretary general. 
 
WWE promoted Lisa Fox Lee to executive vice president of 
content.  
 
The Orange Bowl Committee named Lee Stapleton, a litigation 
partner at Baker & McKenzie, president and chair for 2015. 
 
AEG Live named Gary Gersh president of global talent. Gersh 
was chief executive officer for The Artists Organization. 
 
The Southern Nevada Sports Hall of Fame named Dan Dolby 
executive director.   
 
Awards and Boards 
 
The Topps Co. named Steven Chiang, a former Zynga and 
Electronic Arts executive, to its board of directors. 
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USA Table Tennis named Peter Scudner, Janney Montgomery 
Scott senior vice president of wealth management, chairman of 
the board of directors. 
 

100 names to know for the 2015 MLB season 
By Paul White / The Marion Star  
http://www.marionstar.com/story/sports/mlb/2015/02/16/na
mes-know-mlb-season/23480359/ 
 
This is our yearly look at young players primed to make impacts 
during the major league season. They aren't necessarily the 100 
best prospects, but rather the ones most likely to make marks in 
2015. 
 
To qualify, a player must have had more innings (for pitchers) or 
plate appearances (for hitters) in the minor leagues during 2014 
than he has accumulated during all of his major league playing 
time. Players are ranked in order of their anticipated impact this 
season. 
 
100. Julio Urias, LHP, Dodgers: This list starts and ends with 
Dodgers — from the sure-thing, right-now guy at No.1 to the 
"They wouldn't dare ... would they?" teenager. Urias has two full 
seasons — two remarkably efficient seasons — of Class A under 
his belt ... and he'll turn 19 in August. How about an Aug.4 
debut? It's the 10th anniversary of Felix Hernandez's debut, the 
last teen to pitch in the majors. Could Urias be a stretch-drive 
bullpen secret weapon as the Dodgers try to remain conservative 
with his workload? 
 
99. Ronald Torreyes, 2B, Astros: The diminutive second-
baseman plan has worked well in Houston. Torreyes isn't quite 
Jose Altuve, but he is just as certainly not the 5-10 he is listed as 
on the roster. No matter — Torreyes has hit .306 over a minor 
league career that includes a full season at Class AAA. And he's 
still 22. Torreyes improved his chances of getting to Houston as 
a super-utility type by spending time in the outfield as well as at 
shortstop and third base. 
 
98. Steven Matz, LHP, Mets: Matz was lost behind other 
heralded prospects in the organization, mostly because he had 
Tommy John elbow surgery. But he's two healthy years removed 
from that setback and arguably has been the most efficient 
pitcher in the system over that time. He's a hard thrower with 
better command than usually seen from 23-year-olds with power 
stuff. Some of the more notable Mets pitchers need to be on 
notice. Matz is coming. 
 
97. Zach Davies, RHP, Orioles: He epitomizes the "who are 
these guys" feel the Orioles have thrived on for several seasons. 
He gets lauded more for grit and smarts than for physical tools 
and stuff — and he showed up at the Arizona Fall League and 
handled top prospects just fine. That could get him to Class 
AAA as a 22-year-old, even from the beginning of the season. If 
his excellent command holds up, he's just the kind of guy 
manager Buck Showalter loves to reward 
 
96. D.J. Peterson, 1B-3B, Mariners: His minor league time has 
been split between the corner-infield spots, but it's his power bat 
that will get Peterson to the majors. The encouraging part of his 
31 homers last sason was that he kept hitting them after being 
promoted from hitter-friendly Class A High Desert (Adelanto, 

Calif.). How well he can balance the power and a propensity for 
strikeouts will determine how soon he advances. With Kyle 
Seager locked up long term at third, Peterson, 23, is more likely 
to get a look at first base. 
 
95. Raisel Iglesias, RHP, Reds: Signed out of Cuba to a seven-
year contract last year, Iglesias is a raw talent who could use 
development time. Not as advanced as countryman Aroldis 
Chapman when he came to the Reds, Iglesias could get to 
Cincinnati this season but more likely in a relief role. The plan is 
to have Iglesias, 25, work as a starter in the minors to speed his 
development. 
 
94. Max Muncy, 1B, Athletics: There's always a guy (or several) 
like Muncy in the Oakland pipeline — a high on-base, contact-
hitting first baseman without a lot of power. They've been 
widening his profile with work at third base, and that could 
separate him from the likes of first basemen Nate Freiman, 
Rangel Ravelo and Rule5 pick Mark Canha. Muncy, 24, is a lefty 
hitter, unlike most of the other candidates. 
 
93. Tyler Anderson, LHP, Rockies: He had a chance to break 
camp in the rotation after leading the Class AA Texas League in 
most key categories. But he suffered a stress fracture in his 
elbow in his final start, and it's an issue that has persisted 
through the winter. Anderson, 25, won't be full strength to start 
spring training, so he'll be brought along slowly this year. Still, if 
he progresses as planned, he's a deceptive lefty who could 
contribute in the second half of the season. 
 
92. Nate Karns, RHP, Rays: He has quietly put up dominant-
looking minor league numbers for several seasons, first in the 
Washington organization and then with the Rays for a year. It's 
mostly power stuff that he's throwing, so Karns, 27, could be a 
perfect fit to ease into the Tampa Bay lineup via the bullpen and 
become a sleeper to pick up starts and function more as a swing 
man. 
 
91. Andrew Susac, C, Giants: Powerful Susac could become the 
best argument for getting Buster Posey out from behind the 
plate more often. Susac is easily the best alternative San 
Francisco has come up with during Posey's tenure to keep an 
offensive threat in the lineup at the position. Susac, 24, isn't a 
finished product defensively, but his offense should allow him to 
compete with first baseman Brandon Belt for playing time — 
Susac is right-handed; Belt is a lefty — so Posey could shuttle 
between catcher and first base now and then. 
 
90. Eddie Butler, RHP, Rockies: His stock slipped quickly over 
the past year, and the significant question is how much shoulder 
issues contributed to that — and whether he's beyond those 
issues. Butler, 23, isn't far removed from being the organization's 
best pitching prospect. But he'll need to reverse a loss in 
velocity, because 95-plus heat was his biggest asset. His three-
start look with the Rockies last season was uninspiring, but he 
should at least get his first extended exposure to ClassAAA this 
season. 
 
89. Jung-Ho Kang, SS, Pirates: He'll be one of this spring's 
mystery men. He's 27 and coming off a 40-homer season — in 
the Korean league. Nobody's certain what that will mean in the 
majors and whether his defense will be adequate. He played in 
the last World Baseball Classic, but was injured after two hits in 
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nine at-bats. He'll get a chance to beat out Jordy Mercer for the 
Pittsburgh job but also will have to prove he has the versatility to 
claim a bench job. 
 
88. Deven Marrero, IF, Red Sox: Marrero didn't get a lot of 
attention, although he was Boston's first pick in the 2012 draft. 
He has moved quickly through the ranks but had trouble 
offensively after a midseason promotion to Class AAA last year. 
Marrero, 24, could be ready for the major leagues later this year 
but the problem will be finding room, with Xander Bogaerts 
locked in at shortstop. But with no obvious backup infielder on 
the Red Sox roster, Marrero, with above-average defense, could 
be the ticket. 
 
87. Casey Sadler, RHP, Pirates: He gets lost behind the attention 
heaped on the star-level pitching prospects in the system. Such is 
the fate of 25th-round picks. But Sadler, 24, is a hard thrower 
who has been steadily effective at every level and briefly got to 
the majors last year. That puts him on the 40-man roster, a 
significant point if the Pirates need a spot starter or even a 
swingman. 
 
86. Jose Peraza, 2B, Braves: He could have been a major league 
shortstop, but Peraza was moved in deference to Andrelton 
Simmons in Atlanta. Soon, the Braves could have the second-
base version of Simmons' special defense. Peraza hit .339 during 
a 2014 season split between high Class A and AA. That average 
is built mostly on an especially high contact rate, particularly for 
a player who won't turn 21 until April. There's a reason the 
Braves signed Alberto Callaspo for only one season. 
 
85. Luis Severino, RHP, Yankees: The Yankees have been 
conservative about moving young pitchers — especially starters 
— to the majors, but times are different in the Bronx. The 
rotation certainly could use a boost sometime this season, and 
Severino's mid-90s power stuff could be tough to ignore if he's 
dominating Class AA. He'll be a 21-year-old in his fourth pro 
season in the USA, so his workload could be a factor. He 
increased to 113 innings last season and will be monitored 
closely. 
 
84. Jorge Polanco, SS, Twins: He's a smart, advanced hitter for a 
21-year-old, and that's why he got a brief fill-in look in the 
majors last season after starting in Class A. He's a switch-hitter 
with good speed who puts the ball in play to all fields. He's just 
as likely to end up as a second baseman as a shortstop, but he 
could see time at both spots as Minnesota finds a way to work 
him into the major league equation. 
 
83. Blake Swihart, C, Red Sox: Developing catchers isn't easy, so 
Boston is in an enviable position. The Red Sox are comfortable 
letting Christian Vazquez (No.13) take over their starting job 
despite just slipping past rookie status last summer. But Swihart, 
22, is expected to be an even better talent — and the first 
Fenway Park glimpse of his game should come this summer. 
He's a very polished switch-hitter and already an above-average 
defender. 
 
82. Domingo Santana, OF, Astros: He's an example of 
Houston's willingness to give up plate discipline and 
compromise on some of the traditional sabermetric principles to 
inject power into the lineup. He has huge power, and the Astros 
have worked with him to become more selective, with cutting 

down the big swing. The addition of Evan Gattis in a similar role 
will allow Santana to start a second season at Class AAA. There's 
no hurry as he doesn't turn 23 until August. 
 
81. Ryan Rua, 3B-OF, Rangers: It's a familiar story in the 
Rangers organization this year: prospects who enhanced their 
status filling in for so many injured players in Texas last season. 
Rua, 24, hit well and showed he also could play the outfield and 
first base in addition to his natural third base and thus put 
himself in position to grab a bench spot this spring. Offense 
always has been his biggest asset, so the versatility is huge with 
Adrian Beltre and Joey Gallo (No.29) ahead of him. 
 
80. Noah Syndergaard, RHP, Mets: He's the pitching prospect 
with the biggest upside in the system. But the Mets have enough 
options at the established and prospect levels to allow the guy 
they call Thor to regain traction after trying times last season at 
the pitching nightmare that is Las Vegas. The big fastball was 
still there, so it's other adjustments that will get Syndergaard, 22, 
past a high hit rate that he previously had not encountered. He's 
still likely to be a special talent. 
 
79. Addison Russell, SS, Cubs: So the Cubs are loaded with 
middle-infield prospects and they trade for arguably the best 
shortstop in the minors. When it all sorts out, expect the former 
Oakland farmhand to be playing the position at the corner of 
Clark and Addison (no prospects named Clark on the horizon). 
Other guys already are moving to other positions. 
 
78. Kyle Kubitza, 3B, Angels: The January deal involving three 
minor leaguers didn't attract much attention. But Kubitza, 24, 
came over from the Braves organization to firmly fit next in line 
for the third-base job. He must show at Class AAA he can 
continue a three-year trend of better numbers at higher levels. 
That should get him at least a taste of the majors. No part of his 
game is exceptional, but he projects as an average performer in 
all areas. 
 
77. Aaron Blair, RHP, Diamondbacks: The 2013 first-rounder 
came quickly through the organization last year, and his best 
performance was at Class AA. An improved curve helped Blair, 
22, dominate minor leaguers, and the question is how more 
polished hitters will handle his stuff. Because he got to 154 
innings last season, he has advanced enough for Arizona to 
consider moving him aggressively, so a big-league promotion by 
the second half of the season is within reason. 
 
76. Jameson Taillon, RHP, Pirates: He was ticketed for a 
midseason debut a year ago before Tommy John surgery got in 
the way. He will be throwing this spring, but Pittsburgh's depth 
of young pitching means there's no need to rush Taillon. If he's 
back to full health, he's a dominant top-of-the-rotation arm with 
high strikeout numbers. But Taillon, 23, is not likely to even be 
considered for his debut with the Pirates until well into the 
season. 
 
75. Dylan Bundy, RHP, Orioles: He has thrown 41 1/3 innings 
in two years. All came last season as he tried to regain form after 
Tommy John elbow surgery. Don't forget he was in the 
argument for the best pitching prospect in the game before the 
injury. And especially don't forget he's only 22. This is a crucial 
year as Bundy begins to show how much of his previous 
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dominance he can regain. Baltimore will want to get a good look 
at him at the major league level later in the season. 
 
74. Ben Lively, RHP, Phillies: Acquired from the Reds for 
Marlon Byrd, Lively doesn't have one off-the-charts pitch. So 
when his excellent walk-to-strikeout ratio at Class A deteriorated 
after a midseason promotion to AA, the concern was that Lively 
was getting too much of his results from a deceptive delivery 
that makes the ball difficult for hitters to pick up. But he's 
developing a full arsenal of pitches, none considered weak spots 
in his game. Lively, 22, probably will start this year back in Class 
AA. 
 
73. Jose Urena, RHP, Marlins: He has been improving his 
secondary pitches and subsequently developing into a long-shot 
candidate for the Miami rotation. His live fastball is major 
league-caliber, but what else he can develop could determine if 
he's eventually a starter or reliever. Meanwhile, his efficiency at 
limiting base runners will make Urena, 23, a viable option should 
a starting spot open up this summer. 
 
72. Alex Meyer, RHP, Twins: His pitches come at you as you 
would expect from a 6-9 guy. And as soon as he can consistently 
put it where he wants, the power arm that has so long been 
missing from the Minnesota pipeline will arrive. The Twins have 
been patient with Meyer, 25, hoping to ensure success when he 
arrives, and have added the veterans necessary to fill the major 
league rotation. But after a 130 1/3-inning season at Class AAA 
last year, Meyer should be poised to get his chance this summer. 
 
71. Justin Nicolino, LHP, Marlins: Coming off a solid Class AA 
season, he won't be hurried to the majors because he's the type 
of lefty who lives on his command and a strong changeup. The 
Marlins will want to see if that combination is sharp enough as 
he moves up a level at a time. But Nicolino, 23, part of the haul 
from the Jose Reyes trade with Toronto, has shown he's adept 
enough to make the adjustments as he goes along. 
 
70. Carlos Correa, SS, Astros: His debut in the majors and a 
higher position on this list would have been a certainty had his 
2014 season not been cut short in June by a broken fibula. 
Assuming he's back at full strength, Correa, 20, probably needs a 
half-season to regroup. Then, look out. A year ago, Astros 
coaches insisted he was the team's best defensive shortstop. He's 
a complete offensive package, including uncommon power for 
his position, and has emerged as a mature team leader. His will 
be a special arrival. 
 
69. Sean Nolin, LHP, Athletics: Getting traded from Toronto is 
a boon for a fly-ball pitcher without dominant stuff. He's a solid 
potential innings eater who can work his way into the Oakland 
rotation. But Nolin, 25, also is coming off a season in which 
groin problems limited him to 97 innings. He's hardly a fragile 
guy (6-4, 230 pounds) but don't look for electric stuff. His 
changeup is his best asset. 
 
68. Tim Cooney, LHP, Cardinals: He'll never be a front-end 
starter and, like others in this organization, very well could work 
his way into the majors via the bullpen. With fellow lefty Marco 
Gonzales (No.24) and his higher upside ahead of Cooney in the 
prospect pecking order, it could be midseason or later before an 
opportunity arises — especially for a player not yet on the 40-

man roster. But Cooney, 24, has the versatility to be a valuable 
swing man on a team with no lefties in its projected rotation. 
 
67. Taylor Jungmann, RHP, Brewers: With Jimmy Nelson (No.6) 
expected to move into Milwaukee's rotation, imposing 6-6 
Jungmann moves to next in line. He's a 2011 first-rounder who 
has been more steady than dominant. His fastball is more about 
heavy sink than high octane, and that makes him a solid ground-
ball pitcher. Jungmann, 25, pitches to contact enough to keep 
strikeout totals down but also has excellent control. He should 
become a middle-of-the-rotation starter. 
 
66. Allen Webster, RHP, Diamondbacks: The Red Sox had an 
overload of young pitching, and Arizona dipped into that surplus 
in the Wade Miley trade. Webster, 25, was one of the more 
experienced arms, having passed his rookie eligibility over the 
summer. His big-league performances weren't as sharp as the 
potential top-of-the-rotation stuff he showed in the minors, so 
the Diamondbacks could be buying low on a guy they'd like to 
see jump right into the rotation. 
 
65. Matt Barnes, RHP, Red Sox: Barnes, 24, ranks a notch below 
some of the other Boston pitching prospects — mostly because 
of inconsistency through the minors —but he's also one of the 
young arms who might be considered for a bullpen role while 
waiting for a rotation job. His stuff is right up there with the 
other young arms in the system, and he remains a strong 
candidate to eventually fill at least a mid-rotation slot down the 
road. 
 
64. Jake Smolinski, OF, Rangers: He never quite made it as a 
Marlins prospect, then he had to deal with a broken foot in his 
first season in the Texas organization. But Smolinski, 26, was 
one of the players who took advantage of the opportunities 
afforded by the Rangers' injury-filled 2014. Now, the disciplined 
hitter has a legitimate shot at starting in left field or at least 
sharing time in the outfield-DH mix because he's right-handed 
and the rest of the top choices lean to the left. 
 
63. Matt Wisler, RHP, Padres: He'll get a look this spring, but 
the more likely scenario for Wisler is more time at Class AAA, 
which he handled well a year ago as a 21-year-old. There's plenty 
of injury history in San Diego's projected rotation for Wisler to 
be in the majors quickly. He's not overpowering but solid with 
good control and a maturity on the mound not common at his 
age. His fly-ball tendencies showed up in the hitter-friendly 
Pacific Coast League, but he should benefit from San Diego's 
ballpark. 
 
62. Miguel Sano, 3B, Twins: The plan was for him to compete 
for a starting job in the big leagues this spring, but he missed all 
of last season after Tommy John elbow surgery. His season is 
likely to start at Class AA just to get comfortable with game 
action again. Then, it's merely a matter of how Sano, 21, handles 
what was supposed to be last year's work — ironing out the 
inevitable holes in a massive swing that is expected to produce 
impact power in the majors. 
 
61. Alex Colome, RHP, Rays: There's always a "next" in the 
Tampa Bay pitching pipeline. Colome had that status, but it was 
damaged by a 50-game suspension last year for violating the 
minor league policy on performance-enhancing drugs. He's first 
in line to claim the rotation's fifth spot, at least until Matt Moore 
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returns from the Tommy John elbow surgery he had in April. 
Colome, 26, can be dominant with hard stuff but also has been 
inconsistent enough that other prospects could challenge him 
for a spot in the rotation. 
 
60. Trevor May, RHP, Twins: He hasn't lived up to considerable 
hype from when he was in the Phillies system before the trade 
for Ben Revere. But this is an organization with enough needs to 
be patient with a potential front-end starter. May's command is 
gradually improving and he's learning to make his off-speed 
pitches work off a big-time fastball. The bottom couple of spots 
in the Twins rotation aren't locked in, so a good start to the 
Class AAA season should earn May, 25, an opportunity. 
 
59. Jose Berrios, RHP, Twins: Minnesota has gradually gotten 
away from a reputation of developing finesse pitchers. Berrios, 
20, is a power guy who appeared destined for a late-innings role. 
But he made huge strides refining the rest of his game last 
season and found himself at ClassAA — and even a AAA cameo 
— ahead of schedule. If he continues the development of his 
curve and changeup this year, the 2012 first-rounder can move 
up his big-league debut to this summer. 
 
58. Rafael Montero, RHP, Mets: He's always been second fiddle 
to fellow prospects such as Noah Syndegaard (No.80) and recent 
graduates of the system, including Matt Harvey. Montero, 24, is 
the steady but unspectacular guy who keeps climbing. He got to 
the majors last season and began to adapt there, posting a 1.40 
ERA over the latter half of his 10 appearances. There's no 
obvious rotation spot for him unless and until the Mets trade 
some of their more experienced arms. 
 
57. Alex Gonzalez, RHP, Rangers: Texas has some intriguing 
pitching coming through the system, but the moving, high-
octane stuff this guy throws puts him at the top of the list. 
Gonzalez, 23, was at Class AA for the second half of last season 
and got in 138 innings over the full year, so the Rangers will 
have to decide how much they want to accelerate his progress. 
But he has the electric arsenal to become a spring sensation and 
apply pressure on management. 
 
56. Tyler Glasnow, RHP, Pirates: A significant role this season 
might be ambitious in an organization that has been careful 
about not rushing pitching prospects, especially those not on the 
40-man roster. Like fellow potential aces Gerrit Cole and 
Jameson Taillon (No.76) before him, Glasnow, 21, is the jewel 
of the organization. And he'll probably be just up the road at 
Class AA Altoona (Pa.), snapping curves, blowing fastballs by 
hitters and tempting the Pirates. 
 
55. Jon Gray, RHP, Rockies: The fireballer's innings load could 
determine how much he helps the big-league club this season. 
There's little doubt he's the best arm in Colorado's system. But 
Gray, 23, threw 1241/3 innings — mostly dominant innings — 
last season at Class AA. That was a conservative approach 
coming after his draft year out of the University of Oklahoma. 
He is a big man (6-4, 235), and it will be difficult to keep him 
away from Colorado if he continues his success at Class AAA. 
 
54. J.T. Realmuto, C, Marlins: Start the questions now. Realmuto 
is coming quickly enough that an overlap at the catching position 
is likely a year sooner than anticipated. Jarrod Saltalamacchia is 
signed through 2016, and Realmuto will be ready for prime time 

by then. He could be ready now, especially offensively, and 
spring will help determine that. With Jeff Mathis as a likely big-
league backup, Realmuto, 23, could get his at-bats at Class AAA 
to start the year. But the clock is ticking. 
 
53. Byron Buxton, OF, Twins: A year ago, he would have been 
among the favorites to be No.1 on this season's list. But he hurt 
his wrist and was limited to 31 games, then suffered a 
concussion in a collision. And there was a broken finger in the 
Arizona Fall League. Still, that hasn't taken Buxton, 21, out of 
the discussion for best prospect in the minors. It's just a matter 
of getting comfortable again after all of the missed time. He 
should start the season playing center field at Class AA and 
finish it in Minneapolis. 
 
52. Michael Taylor, OF, Nationals: Chances are he'll be an 
opening-day starter, but only because of Jayson Werth's shoulder 
surgery. It's also an opportunity to show that Taylor, 23, could 
take over after this season if the Nationals don't bring back 
pending free agent center fielder Denard Span. Taylor's 
athleticism has carried him as he continues to develop 
offensively, and the end result should be a tantalizing 
combination of power and speed. 
 
51. Kevin Plawecki, C, Mets: He'll go back to Class AAA, where 
he finished last year after tearing up AA. Solid at the plate and 
behind it, Plawecki should be ready for big-league duty this 
season, and the Mets will have to decide how he's best served in 
terms of playing time. Travis d'Arnaud has settled in as the 
major league starter, but Plawecki, 24 this month, easily could 
push aside backup Anthony Recker. It could be a matter of how 
many at-bats are available and whether the team thinks he's 
better served in New York or playing every day in the minors. 
 
50. Ketel Marte, SS, Mariners: The 21-year-old keeps putting the 
ball in play, and that could be enough for the best defender in 
Seattle's recent run of middle-infield prospects to carve out a 
nice major league career. He was a slap hitter when he entered 
the system as a teen but is showing more strength on a lean body 
that has the potential to fill out. He hit .313 after an August 
promotion to Class AAA, so there's little reason not to let him 
challenge for the big-league job this year. 
 
49. Micah Johnson, 2B, White Sox: The return of Gordon 
Beckham late in the offseason might have cost Johnson a bench 
job to start the season. Johnson, 24, is behind Carlos Sanchez 
(No.34) to take over the job Beckham had until he went to the 
Angels last season, and Johnson could eventually find himself 
getting some outfield time to become more of a utility player. 
That and questions about his defense at the major league level 
mean Johnson's all-around offensive game — including excellent 
speed — will determine his future role. 
 
48. Rymer Liriano, OF, Padres: He is more raw tools than 
refined product and didn't fare well when he got to the majors 
ahead of schedule last season. San Diego's aggressive pursuit of 
big-league talent helps buy time for Liriano, 23, to develop, but 
he'll be hard to ignore — a hard worker whose power and speed 
should continue to be tempting attributes. 
 
47. Corey Seager, SS, Dodgers: The expected promotion of Joc 
Pederson (No.1) to the Los Angeles lineup will end the debate 
about the organization's top prospect. Seager, brother of 
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Mariners third baseman Kyle, is an all-around exceptional talent 
who can force his way to the majors before this year is over. The 
Jimmy Rollins acquisition clearly is with a one-year bridge in 
mind. Seager is a future middle-of-the-order hitter and solid 
defender who won't turn 21 until April. 
 
46. Taylor Lindsey, 2B, Padres: He was dealt during a 
disappointing Class AAA season after three-plus years of 
progressing as one of the top prospects in the Angels system. 
Still, Lindsey, 23, maintained the high all-fields contact rate that 
has been at the core of his offensive game. It's an approach that 
could play well in San Diego's ballpark. In a new organization, 
he'll start back at Class AAA while the Padres see if incumbent 
Jedd Gyorko can rebound from a down year at the major league 
level. 
 
45. Garin Cecchini, 3B, Red Sox: Like others before him in the 
Boston system, he might have to turn to the outfield to find 
playing time. Not that obvious openings exist there, but third 
base is blocked at least until Pablo Sandoval is ready to become a 
DH. At third or in the outfield, Cecchini, 23, doesn't provide the 
power often desired at those positions, but he's one of the best 
contact hitters in the organization. Versatility could help him 
find a bench job while trying to find a more permanent 
opportunity. 
 
44. Kendall Graveman, RHP, Athletics: "Oh, and Kendall 
Graveman, too." That's part of the description of the Josh 
Donaldson-Brett Lawrie trade, if Graveman even got beyond 
being among "and three minor leaguers." Not a high-end 
prospect, Graveman shot through the Toronto organization 
from low Class A to the majors in his second pro season. 
Graveman, 24, added a cutter last season to the power sinker 
that makes him a ground-ball specialist. He has a solid shot at 
the fifth spot in Oakland's rotation. 
 
43. Enrique Hernandez, IF-OF, Dodgers: This is just the type of 
player new president of baseball operations Andrew Friedman 
used to go after with Tampa Bay. Hernandez has played every 
infield and outfield position in a minor league career that began 
in the Astros system. The Dodgers got him from the Marlins in 
the Dee Gordon/Dan Haren deal and see him as a potential 
super-utility player. A natural second baseman, Hernandez, 23, 
has made himself into a contact hitter with pop and is a solid 
defender. 
 
42. Maikel Franco, 3B, Phillies: He didn't come along as quickly 
at Class AAA as hoped a year ago, but a strong second half re-
established his prospect credentials — and he's 22. As a solid 
right-handed hitter with pop, he could add first-base time as a 
platoon partner for Ryan Howard if the veteran lefty's recent 
struggles continue. But Franco is first and foremost a third 
baseman and has the arm to handle that side of the field, though 
Cody Asche holds down that job at the moment. 
 
41. Christian Bethancourt, C, Braves: His defensive skills — 
especially his arm — have become almost legendary in the 
Atlanta system. The question has been whether his bat will have 
enough impact to keep him in a major league lineup. 
Bethancourt, 23, got enough swings last year to show he can be 
solid enough at the bottom of the batting order, enough so that 
the Braves cleared the way for Bethancourt to start. Veterans 

A.J. Pierzynski, winding down his career at 38, and John Buck, 
34, were brought in as insurance. 
 
40. Stephen Piscotty, OF, Cardinals: The most polished hitter in 
St. Louis' system, Piscotty is in line behind Randal Grichuk 
(No.36). But after a strong Class AAA season, he is ready to 
push Grichuk and Peter Bourjos for a roster spot. Piscotty, 24, 
isn't a center fielder, so the road to the majors isn't as clear with 
Matt Holliday and Jason Heyward at the corners in St. Louis. 
The Cardinals will want to get a good look to help determine 
their interest in signing Heyward beyond this season. 
 
39. Nick Ahmed, SS, Diamondbacks: He benefits from the trade 
of Didi Gregorius to the Yankees but will have an uphill battle 
to unseat Chris Owings as the shortstop. But Ahmed, 24, brings 
defense and speed, commodities that can work him into the mix 
on a National League team. He's coming off by far the best 
offensive work of his four minor league seasons, enhancing his 
chances of getting a backup role. His ability to play second base 
doesn't hurt. 
 
38. Nick Kingham, RHP, Pirates: Among Pittsburgh's collection 
of top-level pitching prospects, Kingham, 23, has the best 
chance of being first to the majors this year. He doesn't have the 
ace-level stuff of some of the others, but he's on the 40-man 
roster. He's coming off a healthy year — unlike Jameson Taillon 
(No.76) — and showed he has the polish to work through 
batting orders and provide significant innings. That's the profile 
of a mid-rotation horse. 
 
37. Rob Refsnyder, 2B, Yankees: Is Stephen Drew really the 
solution at second base? The Yankees seldom trust a rookie with 
a starting spot, but Refsnyder, 23, or even Jose Pirela could 
come out of the farm system to take over the job. Quite simply, 
Refsnyder can hit, with reasonable power for a middle infielder 
and a high contact rate. He's average defensively but also can 
play the outfield, which enhances his chances of nudging onto 
the roster initially in a bench role. 
 
36. Randal Grichuk, OF, Cardinals: He came with Peter Bourjos 
from the Angels in the trade for David Freese before last season 
and finds himself in the middle of an evolving but still crowded 
outfield situation. Grichuk, 23, is a right-handed power bat on a 
team with a left-leaning starting lineup. There might be more 
time available spelling lefty Jon Jay in center, but Grichuk is 
more suited to the corners, where Matt Holliday and Jason 
Heyward figure to be fixtures. 
 
35. Christian Colon, 2B, Royals: He was a shortstop when 
drafted fourth overall in 2010 but now slots into the Kansas City 
lineup as a versatile player who fits into the speed-and-contact 
game that produced last season's World Series appearance. 
Colon, 25, is not as much a stolen- base threat as he is a 
fundamentally sound player who makes consistent contact and 
does the little things that have become a Royals trademark. 
 
34. Carlos Sanchez, 2B, White Sox: He played himself into the 
favorite's role for second base, mostly based on his strong 
defense. Sanchez, 22, understands his offensive game and is 
willing to stick to making contact, something he got back to last 
year in his second full season at Class AAA. He's also able to 
handle the other infield positions, so his chances of staying are 
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good even if Gordon Beckham can win back the second-base 
job. 
 
33. Jake Lamb, 3B, Diamondbacks: A solid Class AA season got 
Lamb a promotion as Arizona turned to its prospects late last 
season. There was nothing spectacular about his time in the 
majors, so he'll have to continue proving himself or get more 
seasoning in the minors. And Arizona is going to try Cuban 
signee Yasmany Tomas (No.26) at third. But Tomas also is an 
outfielder, so there's room if Lamb continues his steady 
progress. And Lamb, 24, is the superior defender at third. 
 
32. Dilson Herrera, 2B, Mets: Herrera created questions at 
second base with a breakout 2014. He was strong at Class A and 
stronger at AA, all as a 20-year-old. Daniel Murphy is entering 
his final year before free agency, so the Mets will want to see if 
athletic Herrera can deliver on the power, speed and defense he 
has flashed in the minors. His offense could become special for 
a middle infielder. 
 
31. Luis Sardinas, SS, Brewers: Texas eased its middle-infield glut 
in a trade for Yovani Gallardo; Sardinas gets to challenge for a 
middle-infield job in Milwaukee. He's a spectacular defender at 
shortstop, where the Brewers aren't sure if Jean Segura is the 
long-term answer. As a switch-hitter with good speed, Sardinas, 
21, could develop into a top-of-the-order hitter. He'll get his 
chance for playing time this spring and at least a utility role is 
likely. 
 
30. Christian Walker, 1B, Orioles: Chris Davis' end-of-season 
suspension allowed Baltimore to look at this compact prospect 
with enough power to take advantage of Camden Yards. Walker, 
24 in March, also has hit himself into position to help a team 
that lost significant offense from last season. Davis had a huge 
production drop-off from 2013 to 2014, so Walker's consistent 
contact could earn him significant time at first base and DH. 
 
29. Joey Gallo, 3B, Rangers: He could bring about as much long-
term impact as anyone on this list. Prolific power is his forte. 
Gallo, 21, understands he needed to polish his game enough to 
make consistent contact, and the adjustments have been 
impressive. He's walking enough that he's starting to approach 
Jim Thome-like stat lines. Adrian Beltre blocks him in Texas, 
and teams generally are reluctant to turn kids into DHs. But 
there quickly could be too much sheer force here to ignore in a 
sport that has becoming power-starved. 
 
28. Giovanny Urshela, 3B, Indians: Lonnie Chisenhall saved his 
job in 2014 with his most consistent season yet in the majors, 
but Urshela has positioned himself to force some competition 
this year. He's a strong defender and, now 23, is coming off the 
best of his six minor league seasons in slugging and on-base 
percentage. Urshela can expect to start the season at Class AAA, 
but he can create a short leash at the big-league level with a team 
expecting to contend. 
 
27. Anthony DeSclafani, RHP, Reds: Coming to Cincinnati in 
the trade for Mat Latos, DeSclafani moves into the favorite's 
role to take Latos' rotation spot. He's not overpowering, so the 
change in ballparks could be challenging for a guy who had 
mixed results in his first taste of the majors. DeSclafani, 24, 
allowed 20 runs over 241/3 innings in five starts. He moved to 

the bullpen, where he made eight appearances and was scored 
on three times. 
 
26. Yasmany Tomas, 3B-OF, Diamondbacks: Originally billed as 
an outfielder, Tomas will try third base in an attempt to optimize 
Arizona's offensive assets. Signed in November after leaving 
Cuba, Tomas says he has played plenty of third. The D'backs are 
interested in his big-time power. The limited views major league 
scouts have had of the 24-year-old at international events haven't 
provided a consensus on whether he'll be consistently productive 
or more of an all-or-nothing big swinger. 
 
25. Kennys Vargas, 1B, Twins: He was the third guy in 
Minnesota's triumvirate of impact power prospects, with Byron 
Buxton (No.53) and Miguel Sano (No.62). But the hulking 
switch-hitter stayed healthy in 2014 and proved he could handle 
major league pitching. Don't be fooled by his 6-5, 275-pound 
body. He's not a hacker at the plate. Vargas, 24, handles the 
strike zone well and has worked hard to not let his athleticism be 
hampered by weight issues. With Joe Mauer at first base, Vargas 
will mostly be a DH. 
 
24. Marco Gonzales, LHP, Cardinals: Gonzales, 23 this month, 
projects as a potential ace. Yet he figures to break in by 
following the path Carlos Martinez has almost completed — 
from hard-throwing reliever to starter. Gonzales could break 
camp in the bullpen, though that's hardly his future. He'd 
provide an impact lefty in relief — think Andrew Miller with the 
Baltimore Orioles last year — but also provides crucial rotation 
insurance. How the Cardinals use Gonzales will go a long way 
toward defining the makeup of their staff. 
 
23. Chris Taylor, SS, Mariners: Seattle's middle-infield mix was 
complicated by last year's arrival of second baseman Robinson 
Cano, funneling a talented young group into shortstop 
competition. Taylor, 24, is one who also can play second, but 
now he's pushing Brad Miller for the starting shortstop job. And 
he pushed well last season, outhitting Miller after a July call-up. 
That's the battle again this year, but they'll also have to keep an 
eye on Ketel Marte (No.50), who could make a similar midyear 
impact in 2015. 
 
22. Dalton Pompey, OF, Blue Jays:The speedy, switch-hitting 
center fielder debuted with Toronto in September after 
beginning the season at Class A. It was an impressive enough 
summer to make him the favorite for the center-field job. He's a 
future leadoff hitter, as his overall .392 on-base percentage at 
three minor league stops last year shows. That and the 43 steals 
with a much-improved year-over-year success rate. At 22, he 
probably won't get the leadoff job — at least while the Blue Jays 
let him get comfortable in the majors. 
 
21. Brian Johnson, LHP, Red Sox:With Henry Owens (No.11) 
and Edwin Escobar, Boston is stacking up special left-handers. 
Johnson, a 2012 first-round pick, doesn't profile as a high-
strikeout guy, but he's a polished pitcher who is adept at working 
through hitters. How well Johnson, 24, can maintain his 
exceptional command against minor league hitters will determine 
how quickly he's a contributor in Boston. Sometimes, those 
pitchers take a little longer to settle in. 
 
20. Rusney Castillo, OF, Red Sox: Boston was comfortable 
bringing its Cuban signee directly to the majors last September. 
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The mini-sample size he provided in 10 games included power 
and speed, attributes that enticed the Red Sox to invest 
$72.5million in the 27-year-old. He'll still have to earn his playing 
time in center or right field. Mookie Betts (No.2) succeeded in 
center over a longer period last year, and Shane Victorino has 
vowed to be back at full strength after physical issues cut into his 
2014 effectiveness. 
 
19. Steven Souza, OF, Rays: Impact offense is supposed to be 
his calling card, though Souza made his mark in the majors with 
the spectacular catch that saved Jordan Zimmermann's no-hitter 
last season. But that was for the Washington Nationals, who sent 
him to Tampa Bay, where he'll be seen as the prospect to replace 
Wil Myers. Souza, 26 in April, will provide a power-average-
speed combination and is capable of handling either corner 
outfield spot. He'll get a chance to do that regularly with the 
Rays. 
 
18. Francisco Lindor, SS, Indians: As Lindor has moved through 
the Cleveland system, Omar Vizquel's name has popped up as a 
comparison. Around this franchise, that's a combination of high 
praise, sacrilege and baggage that could be tough to carry. But 
that tells you how much Lindor's defense is regarded. And the 
21-year-old is coming along offensively — again, think Vizquel's 
career path. Jose Ramirez's strong showing taking over at 
shortstop last year buys some time for switch-hitting Lindor to 
work on his offense. But it won't be long. 
 
17. Javier Baez, 2B, Cubs: He emerged from the glut of 
shortstops to become the starting second baseman, but big-
league pitchers took advantage of his swing-from-the-heels 
approach. That always has been a significant part of the equation 
for a player who is only 22. He gradually made adjustment in the 
minors, and the Cubs are counting on him to do the same in the 
majors. His potential power numbers are significant thanks to 
remarkable bat speed. But he's also a solid defender and has 
good foot speed. 
 
16. Marcus Semien, SS, Athletics: His potential role has evolved 
all winter, the most significant move being his December trade 
from the Chicago White Sox. That's partially because of his 
ability to play all over the infield. As general manager Billy Beane 
reworked the roster, Semien, 24, settled in as starting shortstop. 
He's a solid defensive player there, as well as at second and third 
base. But his obvious appeal is his high on-base history in the 
minors, not to mention he's a Bay Area kid, though he admits he 
was a Giants fan first. 
 
15. Joe Panik, 2B, Giants: His midseason arrival and, eventually, 
his key contributions in the stretch drive and playoffs count high 
among the pieces that fell into place for San Francisco's World 
Series victory. Considering eight second basemen were part of 
the search to provide the type of spark Marco Scutaro gave the 
Giants' 2012 Series winners, ending up with Panik, 24, as a .305 
hitter and an energetic presence was a bonus. The best part is the 
Giants don't expect to be searching this year. 
 
14. Jorge Soler, OF, Cubs: It's appropriate that he often trains 
with Yasiel Puig. Like his fellow Cuban, Soler is a player who can 
be spectacular. He often comes through, from the vicious upper-
cut swing that crushes baseballs to the arm he'll get to showcase 
as the right fielder this season. The big swing can lead to 
mechanical issues and slumps, and he only has 808 plate 

appearances since his minor league debut in 2012. He'll be 23 by 
opening day, so expect growing pains. 
 
13. Christian Vazquez, C, Red Sox:Of all the young Boston 
players on this list, Vazquez, 24, is the one entering the season 
with the most trust from management. The only safety net is 
solid veteran Ryan Hanigan, so Vazquez is the man behind the 
plate on a team making sure it doesn't have to depend on other 
youngsters. He's an excellent defender who has developed 
enough offensively to win the club's trust. But look out, Blake 
Swihart (No.83) is coming along right behind him. 
 
12. Aaron Sanchez, RHP, Blue Jays: His stock was high enough 
as a potential member of the Toronto rotation. But the prospect 
of becoming the closer this year could enhance his value in a 
hurry. That will be sorted out this spring, when he'll get plenty of 
innings as the Blue Jays consider their options. But wherever 
Sanchez lands, he'll show up with power stuff that can make him 
dominant. When used in relief after his first call-up last season, 
Sanchez, 22, showed better command than he did as a starter in 
the minors, a key consideration for the ninth-inning role. 
 
11. Henry Owens, LHP, Red Sox: Manager John Farrell watched 
long-limbed Owens throw last spring and said once the 2011 
first-rounder could consistently repeat his mechanics, Boston 
would have a special pitcher. The Red Sox have plenty of 
exceptional young arms, and the only reason Owens, 22, isn't 
first in line to help is that he's not on the 40-man roster. They'll 
need to add him soon enough as the 6-6 lefty continues 
polishing his secondary pitches. 
 
10. Arismendy Alcantara, IF/OF, Cubs: He's a switch-hitter. He 
plays multiple positions, adding center field to his infield ability. 
He has speed and gap power. And he's in the National League. 
Few players without a starting job will play more. How much 
will be determined by how quickly his offense improves. 
Alcantara, 23, was overmatched at times in the majors last 
season but showed coming through the minors that he's able to 
adapt at each level. 
 
9. Kris Bryant, 3B/OF, Cubs: He's the next stud up, the one 
Cubs fans still are waiting for after the debuts of most of the 
organization's heralded prospects. In the discussion as the best 
prospect in the game, the only thing keeping the powerful right-
handed hitter off the opening-day roster is that he's not on the 
40-man roster. Every spring, there's a poster boy for the service-
time charade. Bryant, 23, will arrive soon enough and be a 
middle-of-the-order impact hitter. 
 
8. Andrew Heaney, LHP, Angels: His brief time with the Miami 
Marlins last season gives him a strong shot at starting in the 
rotation. That time showed that he'll need to keep working on 
his command to develop into the middle-of-the-rotation starter 
he's likely to become. He's 23 and his time will come, but the 
question this year will be how many growing pains the Angels 
will allow as the team pushes for the postseason. 
 
7. Nick Tropeano, RHP, Angels: The next wave of Angels 
pitching was created before the calendar year ended in a couple 
of trades. Andrew Heaney (No.8) has a better chance of starting 
the year in the rotation. But look out for Tropeano, 24, a 
polished pitcher acquired from the Houston Astros in 
November. Like most pitchers with an exceptional changeup, 
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Tropeano might need time to fine-tune that pitch — but his is 
devastating. And he's not the first pitcher from Stony Brook 
University since Joe Nathan — Tom Koehler slipped in 
between. 
 
6. Jimmy Nelson, RHP, Brewers: The trade of Yovani Gallardo 
was made possible in part because of Nelson's readiness for the 
rotation. Nelson's showing when he filled in as a Milwaukee 
starter last year hardly is an endorsement but that has been his 
pattern, struggling briefly as he moves up a level. An improving 
changeup and not letting the major league environment 
overwhelm him are factors Nelson, 25, and the Brewers think 
will allow him to settle into the role this year. 
 
5. Daniel Norris, LHP, Blue Jays: His dominant numbers in the 
minors would indicate a guy ready to jump into the major league 
rotation. But don't forget he's a 21-year-old who began last 
season in Class A and had bone spurs removed from his elbow 
after last season. That could give Toronto pause — but probably 
only briefly. His complete repertoire isn't totally polished but is 
strong enough that learning on the job in the majors could work 
out just fine. 
 
4. Kyle Hendricks, RHP, Cubs:It's one thing to defy lackluster 
scouting reports with command, guile and an effective changeup. 
But doing it consistently from level to level eventually makes a 
point. The guys on the offensive side get most of the attention 
among Cubs prospects, and Hendricks, 25, isn't a hard thrower. 
But the product of the 2013 Ryan Dempster deal with the Texas 
Rangers got his chance when the Cubs traded Jeff Samardzija 
and Jason Hammel last summer, and he allowed two or fewer 
runs in 10 of his 13 starts. 
 
3. Taijuan Walker, RHP, Mariners:A spring shoulder injury 
short-circuited what was supposed to be the coming-out party 
for a prospect on the radar seemingly forever. But he's only 22 
and brings a big-time fastball and even better slider to the party. 
His 38 big-league innings last year showed he still was regaining 
his command but also that his stuff will play just fine at the 
major league level. He should be a factor right behind Felix 
Hernandez and Hisashi Iwakuma all year. 
 
2. Mookie Betts, OF, Red Sox: Boston got burned a year ago 
assuming some of its young players could step in and become 
lineup regulars. Betts, 22, didn't show up until June but was 
hardly on the list of concerns, completing the transition from 
second base to the outfield and putting himself atop some 
interesting spring competition. He's the team's best option for 
leadoff hitter but could be bumped out of center field by Cuban 
signee Rusney Castillo (No.20). But both could end up starting 
— Betts in right field — at the expense of Shane Victorino. 
 
1. Joc Pederson, OF, Dodgers:Los Angeles had a logjam in the 
outfield before Pederson arrived, but they've made room for him 
to take over in center. He's 22 so there could be an adjustment 
period that includes a high strikeout rate, but that's about the 
only negative for a guy with the power and speed to become a 
30-30 player. The depth of the batting order means Pederson 
doesn't have to slot into a crucial spot in the middle. 
 

Ranking the N.L. West in 2015: Third Base 
By Joseph Jacquez / Fan Sided  

http://venomstrikes.com/2015/02/15/ranking-n-l-west-2015-
third-base/ 
 
As we get closer and closer to the 2015 season, Diamondbacks 
fans need to be realistic about how far this team can go this year. 
We cant forget that this team finished with the worst record in 
all of baseball, even if it was because of injuries. I don’t like fans 
that predict their team to win the World Series every year just 
because. 
 
With that being said, its always good to see where your team 
stacks up to the competition, and that is what were going to do 
here at Venom Strikes as we reach the end of the off-season. We 
will rank the N.L. West teams by position, and we will review 
what each team did this off-season. The N.L. West is going to be 
tough. The Dodgers are elite, the Giants are the champs, and the 
Padres got significantly better. 
 
So far in this series we have taken a look at first base, second 
base, and shortstop. Today we will take a look at third base, 
otherwise known as the hot corner. Without further here are our 
rankings of the third basemen in the N.L. West. All numbers 
courtesy of FanGraphs. 
 
5. Padres: 1.1 WAR (#27) 
 
The Padres infield is an obvious problem, and it continues with 
third base. 
 
After playing in just 63 games last season, Will Middlebrooks will 
be in his first season with the Padres. 
 
2014 is a year that Middlebrooks would like to forget. He hit 
.191 with a wOBA of .238, and a wRC+ of 44. 
 
Middlebrooks best season came in his first season in the majors. 
In 77 games with Boston, he hit .288 with a wOBA of .357, and 
a wRC+ of 122. He hit 15 home runs that year. 
 
He hasn’t been that kind of player in the past two years, and 
many doubt his ability to return to his 2012 form. 
 
If he wants to be a productive player at the plate, he is going to 
have to increase his walk rate, and decrease his strikeout rate. 
 
Middlebrooks isn’t a very good defender either. According to 
FanGraphs, he has a career UZR/150 of -2.7 at third base. 
 
4. Giants: 1.1 WAR (#28) 
 
Like the Padres, the Giants will have a new guy manning the 
hot-corner in 2015. Veteran Casey McGehee signed with the 
Giants in the off-season. He will fill the void left by Pablo 
Sandoval who signed with the Red Sox. 
 
McGehee was a great find for the Marlins in 2014. He was one 
of the better third basemen in the National League during the 
first half. He went on an extended hot streak, and not many 
pitchers could stop him at the plate. 
 
McGehee hit .319/.386/.391 with a .346 wOBA, with a 119 
wRC+, and a .369 BABIP in 407 plate appearances. McGehee 

http://venomstrikes.com/2015/02/15/ranking-n-l-west-2015-third-base/
http://venomstrikes.com/2015/02/15/ranking-n-l-west-2015-third-base/


│

28 

 

was a final vote candidate for the All Star Game, but he wasn’t 
voted in. 
 
Like the Marlins season, McGehee really slumped during the 
second half of the season, and by the end of September, he was 
just barely producing above replacement level. 
 
In 284 plate appearances after the all star break, McGehee hit 
.243/.310/.310 with a .282 wOBA, a 76 wRC+, and a .284 
BABIP. He did put up close to a above league average season 
even with his horrific second half, and it was definitely a good 
singing by Miami. 
 
The question is which player will the Giants get. We will find 
out. All I know is that McGehee is a better player than 
Middlebrooks so that is why I have the Giants ahead of the 
Padres in these rankings. 
 
3. Diamondbacks: 1.5 WAR (#25) 
 
There is one way to characterize the Diamondbacks situation at 
third base: ?. To be honest I don’t know what the 
Diamondbacks are going to get out of the hot corner in 2015. It 
is one of the top  story lines oing into spring training, and it will 
be something to follow throughout the season. 
 
First of all, FanGraphs doesn’t provide a projection for Yasmany 
Tomas, who is probably going to be given the first shot at the 
position come spring training. Nobody really knows what Tomas 
is going to do. His offensive upside especially in the power 
department is really high. I cant wait to watch him hit bombs at 
Chase Field. 
 
However, nobody really knows if he can get on base on a 
consistent basis, and he is projected to strikeout a lot. That is 
really all I can say with Tomas. I just cant wait to see what he can 
do. 
 
Then there is Jake Lamb. He will still be a rookie in 2015 after 
getting called up for his first major league action in 2014. In 37 
games last season, he hit .230/.263/.373. 
 
2015 will be his first full season in the big leagues, and I’m not 
going to read into Lamb’s 2014 season to much. He owns a 
.321/.406/.553 triple slash line in his three-year minor league 
career. 
 
Like Tomas, I don’t know what the Diamondbacks are going to 
get out of Lamb. I want to see what he can do in his first full 
MLB season, if he gets consistent playing time. 
 
2. Dodgers: 2.9 WAR (#16) 
 
Uribe is heading into his age 35 season, but he is playing like he 
is still in his prime. Last season in 109 games, he hit 
.311/.337/.440 with a .340 wOBA, and a 120 wRC+. That is a 
really solid season for him, and the Dodgers have to be happy 
with his production. 
 
Uribe also provides pretty good value on defense. He has a 
career UZR/150 of 19.3 at third. Expect Uribe to continue to 
produce at an above average level for the Dodgers in 2015. 
 

Nobody can forget about Justin Turner who would be a starter 
on a lot of teams at third. He hit .340 in 109 games with the 
Dodgers last season. 
 
1. Rockies: 3.8 WAR (#11) 
 
Nolan Arenado is for real, and as the Rockies look to their 
future, they can build around him. I’m sure many of you are 
fantasy baseball owners. Arenado was the 11th best fantasy third 
basemen, and their is a good reason for it. 
 
I don’t know if I have ever seen such a dramatic improvement in 
splits in one season than what Arenado did last year. Overall, his 
OPS increased more than 100 points in 2014 compared to 2013. 
 
2013: .267/.301/.405, .706 OPS 
 
2014: .287/.328/.500, .828 OPS 
 
His OPS against lefties was .973 last season compared to a .846 
OPS in 2013, another 100 plus point improvement. His OPS 
against righties was also more than 100 points better in 2014 
going from .652 in 2013, to .776 in 2014. 
 
He also hit better at home which is to be expected, but his OPS 
on the road went from .619 to .713 in 2014, which is amazing 
considering how many Rockies hitters struggle away from Coors 
Field. 
 
He might also be the best defensive third basemen in all of 
baseball. Arenado makes at least one highlight real play every 
game, and he has a career UZR/150 of 14.2. Even if his bat 
falters for a stretch of games, his defense is good enough to keep 
him in the lineup every day. 
 
There you go! Our rankings of the third basemen in the N.L. 
West! Stay tuned for our rankings of the left-fielders in the 
division, as we keep sizing up the Diamondbacks competition. 
 

Ranking MLB’s managers entering 2015 season 
By Nick Cafardo / Boston Globe  
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/02/15/ranking-
major-league-managers/SAW13kzqyXkbju5tvDYjIK/story.html 
 
For the past few years leading into spring training we’ve 
attempted managerial rankings. They are based on my opinions 
and the opinions of the many people around baseball I speak 
with during the course of the week. 
 
The rankings factor in recent performance and track record. 
Obviously, a manager’s performance is tied into the talent on his 
roster and his ability to push that talent to positive results. 
 
How many games can a manager win or lose for a team? Who 
really knows, especially now that front offices are making 
managers factor in analytics?  
 
As always, we put first-time managers at the bottom of the list:  
 
1. Bruce Bochy, Giants — This one wasn’t hard. Three out of 
five championships, great player/manager communication, great 
use of his bullpen, just a great feel for the personnel on his team. 

http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/02/15/ranking-major-league-managers/SAW13kzqyXkbju5tvDYjIK/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/02/15/ranking-major-league-managers/SAW13kzqyXkbju5tvDYjIK/story.html
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The fact he gets the most out of good but not great talent speaks 
volumes. 
 
2. Buck Showalter, Orioles — Showalter seems to be one of 
those guys who can win games for his team. Tremendously 
organized, aware of the limitations or abilities of his personnel, 
and a good in-game manager who sets a professional tone for his 
team. 
 
3. Joe Maddon, Cubs — Consistently near the top of these 
rankings. Innovative, fun, smart. Don’t like that he reintroduced 
defensive shifts to the game. New challenge with the Cubs, but 
similar to the Rays in that he’ll be managing young players and 
trying to elevate the organization. He can do that. 
 
4. Terry Francona, Indians — Can’t argue with his record, 
methods, and track record for getting optimum performance out 
of his players. He had super talent in Boston and managed big 
egos. He’s now taken a small-market team and made it relevant. 
Great use of the bullpen and resting players at the right time. 
 
5. Bob Melvin, Athletics — So consistent in his approach and 
methods, the way he communicates with players. He can be 
tough and emotional, and also a good teacher. He has to deal 
with a lot of front-office intervention but keeps his identity as a 
manager and stays true to who he is. There’s a reason he’s a two-
time Manager of the Year. 
 
6. Clint Hurdle, Pirates — He may not be the renaissance man 
Maddon is, but he is one of the top motivators in the game. 
Nobody uplifts his players more than Hurdle.  
 
7. Mike Scioscia, Angels — He’s got nothing left to prove. He 
loves a roster that stresses defense, running, and pitching, and 
when he has that he flourishes. He’s opening himself up to 
analytics, while still emphasizing his tremendous instincts.  
 
8. Joe Girardi, Yankees — Anyone in this seat would have his 
hair on fire most of the time, but Girardi manages to hold 
himself together under the toughest of circumstances and usually 
makes the most out of a difficult situation. Girardi’s teams have 
been killed by injuries the last couple of years, but he’s managed 
to keep the Yankees in the playoff hunt. He does things his way. 
Sometimes pigheaded, but that’s OK. He leads. 
 
9. Mike Matheny, Cardinals — Matheny inherited a great roster 
and hasn’t messed it up. Are there moves along the way, in-game 
especially, that raise an eyebrow or two? Certainly, as some of 
our baseball people pointed out. But as time goes by Matheny, 
who had no managerial experience when he took the job, 
continues to grow. 
 
10. John Farrell, Red Sox — He’s experienced severe ups and 
downs in Toronto and Boston, but he’s managed to stay even-
keeled, has stuck to his message, and created an atmosphere 
where players can excel. Does he need more fire? That’s been a 
complaint, but intensity can’t be contrived. His personality is his 
personality. He’s one of the smartest managers during games and 
likely has a future as a general manager.  
 
11. Bud Black, Padres — A personal favorite, Black has had little 
to work with but he stands out as a guy who gets it, seeking 
solutions for problems that at times are unsolvable because of a 

lack of personnel. He won’t have that issue this year with a 
revamped lineup and pitching staff. Maybe now the rest of the 
baseball will see how good he is. 
 
12. Lloyd McClendon, Mariners — Do you learn after your first 
managerial stint and then years of coaching? Of course. 
McClendon’s fire and leadership are starting to seep into his 
team. He also has some talent now, which should begin to get 
him more notice as a top motivator and manager. 
 
13. Mike Redmond, Marlins — Before he took the job, he was 
consistently one of the names mentioned as a possible good 
manager. After wading through growing pains and a poor roster, 
Redmond is establishing himself as that guy. Enhancements to 
the roster make him better able to turn that acumen into wins, 
and we’ll see if the Marlins stay in contention in the National 
League East. 
 
14. Ned Yost, Royals — Other than the hiccup in the playoffs 
when he took out James Shields  and went with rookie Yordano 
Ventura, who gave up a home run to Brandon Moss, Yost 
managed very well in the postseason. He’s not liked by the 
analytics folks because he bunts too much, but oh well. The 
Royals performed well. 
 
15. Brad Ausmus, Tigers — Went through all of the first-time 
manager woes. While the game was too fast at times, he caught 
up. One of the smartest people in the game, Ausmus will rise to 
the top of this list soon. 
 
16. John Gibbons, Blue Jays — Your record (462-472) is what 
you are, but this is a guy who has searched deep inside to come 
up with the right tone and perspective. He’s been tough, soft, 
and maybe now he is a guy who can manage people, tries to get 
his personnel to play the game the right way, and has found 
himself. 
 
17. Don Mattingly, Dodgers — Kudos for being able to handle 
such a complicated roster. Mattingly had to deal with Matt 
Kemp, Hanley Ramirez, Adrian Gonzalez, Andre Ethier, Yasiel 
Puig, etc. Mattingly had smoke coming out of his head at times, 
but he survived. He now has a team with fewer headaches, but 
one that perhaps isn’t as talented. New management stuck with 
him. 
 
18. Ron Roenicke, Brewers — It is said that Roenicke is under 
fire after a late-season collapse (9-17) and could be one of the 
first fired if the Brewers don’t get off to a good start. Roenicke is 
a cerebral guy who loves the game and knows it inside and out. 
It would be a shame to blame some of the Brewers’ woes strictly 
on him. 
 
19. Terry Collins, Mets — Baseball knowledge? It’s hard to find 
someone with more street smarts about baseball. The results 
haven’t been there, and to its credit management has never 
sought to make Collins the scapegoat. He’s got a developing 
roster and pitching staff that should make the Mets a compelling 
team to watch in 2015. 
 
20. Robin Ventura, White Sox — Ventura would be the first to 
tell you that it hasn’t been easy going from the street to 
managing a major league team. He’s had to deal with a 
substandard roster and all kinds of changes, but now the White 
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Sox have given him the riches of a viable pitching staff, which 
should bode well for his bottom line. 
 
21. Bryan Price, Reds — A solid manager who has made the 
Black/Farrell transition to the bench. The Reds are a challenge 
given their limited resources. Price isn’t a miracle worker and it 
looks as if he’d have to be that for the Reds to be relevant in 
2015. We know he’s an excellent pitching coach. Now he must 
show he’s just as good of a manager. 
 
22. Fredi Gonzalez, Braves — Gonzalez had a bad roster last 
season and had no chance to turn around the Braves. New team 
president John Hart acknowledged that and kept Gonzalez as 
the manager. He’s overcome his bullpen management issues, but 
now the Braves won’t be relevant until 2017 with a rebuild going 
on. The experienced Gonzalez needs to produce a team that 
plays hard even if it doesn’t win. 
 
23. Matt Williams, Nationals — We remember the yanking of 
Jordan Zimmermann in that playoff game with the Giants as a 
brain cramp that probably cost the Nationals a chance to go far. 
But there’s a more extensive body of work than that one move. 
The rookie manager made some rookie mistakes. 
 
24. Ryne Sandberg, Phillies — Love Sandberg’s fire and him 
wanting to be tough on players who need it. He has no fear that 
way. Obviously, he’s presiding over a team that won’t be viable 
for at least a couple of years. We’ll see if he survives it. 
 
25. Walt Weiss, Rockies — Another manager who is hard to 
judge given the obstacles he faces with a substandard pitching 
staff and two superstars, Troy Tulowitzki and Carlos Gonzalez, 
who can’t stay on the field at the same time. Those who watch 
Weiss consistently see a competent manager who finds himself 
in an unmanageable situation. 
 
26. A.J. Hinch, Astros — Hinch was way ahead of his time when 
he was hired in Arizona in 2009. He was one of the first 
analytical managers, but it was too soon, and the 1½ years with 
the Diamondbacks weren’t pretty. Having spent his time since in 
player development and perhaps now knowing how to use the 
numbers and being in the most analytical organization of all, he 
should be a good fit for the Astros. 
 
27. Kevin Cash, Rays — Indications are he’ll have a competitive 
team because of the pitching, which he can handle. He’s been in 
the Tampa Bay market as a player, so he understands all of it. 
He’s in that “you knew he was going to be a manager” camp 
from his days with the Red Sox. 
 
28. Jeff Banister, Rangers — Worked under Hurdle in 
Pittsburgh, and the Rangers won’t be horrible. With Prince 
Fielder and other injured players back, he should have a good 
first season. 
 
29. Chip Hale, Diamondbacks — A former bench and third base 
coach in two stints with Melvin, Hale has learned something and 
now he’ll put it to good use with the Diamondbacks, who are 
looking for a new purpose under Tony La Russa and Dave 
Stewart. 
 
30. Paul Molitor, Twins — The second Hall of Famer to take a 
crack at managing, he joins Sandberg in trying to apply the 

things that made him great to players who will likely be inferior. 
This is not easy. Ted Williams also struggled as a manager 
because players couldn’t live up to what he expected. Molitor has 
been around the Twins as a coach so the transition shouldn’t be 
severe. 
 
Updates on nine 
 
1. Cole Hamels, LHP, Phillies — General manager Ruben 
Amaro  said last week that four teams had made offers for 
Hamels. One of them, according to a major league source, was 
the Red Sox. But what we’ve been able to piece together through 
various sources is that the package Boston offered was heavy on 
the major league side, trying to avoid giving up any of their top 
prospects. Suffice it to say, that won’t get you Hamels. The 
Phillies are insistent on prospects, and if they don’t get them 
now they’ll wait until the trade deadline when there might be 
more desperation by teams seeking to win. 
 
2. Johnny Cueto, RHP, Reds — GM Walt Jocketty is sincere 
when he says the Reds are trying to tie Cueto up on a long-term 
deal. And he has a track record of doing that with Joey Votto 
and Homer Bailey. But if it can’t get done, look for a trade 
deadline deal, and there will be lots of takers. 
 
3. Jonathan Papelbon, RHP, Phillies — The Phillies feel there’s 
still an opportunity to deal Papelbon, even though the Brewers 
scenario hasn’t unfolded as they thought. The Phillies want the 
Brewers to take care of the option year but still want a top 
prospect in return. But there may be a mystery team out there 
kicking the tires. Papelbon can still get people out even with a 
diminished fastball. 
 
4. Andre Ethier, OF, Dodgers — Will they or won’t they deal 
him? The $53.5 million remaining on his deal is problematic, so 
now the trick becomes trying to get Ethier at-bats as the fourth 
outfielder behind Carl Crawford, Yasiel Puig, and Joc Pederson. 
As one of Ethier’s former coaches told me recently, “He’s a guy 
who has to play a lot to get into a rhythm. If he doesn’t, like last 
season, he’s not going to produce. The more he hits against 
lefties, the more comfortable he gets against them. He needs to 
be an everyday player.” Ethier would be a nice fit for the 
Orioles, but not sure the money could ever be worked out. 
 
5. Alex Guerrero, INF, Dodgers — Here’s an intriguing guy. 
The Cuban infielder signed a four-year, $28 million deal and is 
likely better suited for the American League. He can really hit 
but has no position, and he has to give his permission to be sent 
to the minors. He was signed as a shortstop, but some believe as 
long as he’s in the National League he may have to pull a Hanley 
Ramirez and convert to left field. 
 
6. Chad Billingsley, RHP, Phillies — Billingsley has had a lot of 
injuries, but the feeling by a couple of scouts is that he can still 
be an effective 150-160-inning guy at the back end of a rotation, 
and that’s where the Phillies have him placed. After Tommy 
John and flexor tendon surgeries, he’s likely not going to be the 
ace he was destined to be when he won 16 games for the 
Dodgers in 2008, but serviceable nonetheless. He could also be 
trade bait if he gets off to a good start. The Phillies already have 
Hamels, Cliff Lee, and Papelbon to trade, but Billingsley could 
be part of that group. 
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7. Rob Manfred, commissioner — Got to like his early going in 
the big chair. He’s not afraid to explore or converse about tough 
topics, such as the elimination of defensive shifts, adding the 
designated hitter to the NL, the possible reinstatement of Pete 
Rose, creating bids for future All-Star Games, trying to make the 
game better visually, and improving pace of play by perhaps 
cutting down the time between innings. Manfred won’t be afraid 
to make changes, popular or unpopular. 
 
8. B.J. Upton, CF, Braves — The Braves have no choice but to 
see if Upton can regain the form from his Tampa Bay days. He 
has three years remaining on the five-year, $75 million deal ex-
Braves GM Frank Wrenn signed him to. But Upton, who was 
benched last season, could see a similar fate if he continues to be 
a .200 hitter. Many attempts to deal him have been fruitless. 
 
9. Allen Craig, 1B/OF, Red Sox — The Twins and Indians are 
looking for a righthanded bat. The Sox also have Shane 
Victorino, with Bryce Brentz in the minors. You wonder at what 
point the Sox try to eliminate the logjam in the outfield.  
 
Extra innings 
 
From the Bill Chuck files — “In John Farrell’s four years of 
managing, his staff has had a lower ERA than the league only 
once. In 2014, AL pitchers had a 3.82 ERA and the Sox were 
4.01. In 2013, the AL was 3.99 and the Sox were 3.79. In 2012, 
the AL was 4.09 and Farrell’s Blue Jays were 4.64. In 2011, the 
AL was 4.08 and the Jays were 4.32 . . . Also, “Lucas Duda, 
Anthony Rizzo, and David Ortiz were baseball’s only lefthanded 
30-plus-homer hitters last season, the fewest for a full season 
since 1992, when it was just Barry Bonds and Fred McGriff.” . . . 
Happy birthday, Alex Gonzalez (38) and Joe Hesketh (56). 
 

Arizona Diamondbacks - PlayerWatch 
By Thomson Reuters / GlobalPost.com  
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/thomson-
reuters/150216/arizona-diamondbacks-playerwatch 
 
RHP Addison Reed agreed to a one-year contract worth 
$4,875,000 on Feb. 13 to avoid a salary arbitration hearing with 
the Diamondbacks. Reed had 32 saves in 38 chances last year 
with a 4.25 ERA and 69 strikeouts in 59 1/3 innings. Over his 
four-year career, including three seasons with the White Sox, 
Reed has gone 9-13 with a 4.20 ERA and 101 saves. 
 

Diamondbacks Interested in Cuban Pitcher Yadier Alvarez 
By Joseph Jacquez / Fansided  
http://venomstrikes.com/2015/02/13/diamondbacks-
interested-cuban-pitcher-yadier-alvarez/ 
 
 
It’s becoming really clear that the Diamondbacks front office 
likes Cuban players.  
 
The Arizona Diamondbacks are interested in yet another Cuban 
player, this time flame thrower Yadier Alvarez according to a 
report by Jeff Passan of Yahoo Sports. 
 
The Dodgers and the Phillies are also expected to be in on 
Alvarez according to Passan: 
 

@JeffPassan   
 
Scout buzz: The Dodgers, Diamondbacks and Phillies among 
the teams expected to be in heavy on 18-year-old Cuban 
flamethrower Yadier Alvarez. 
 
Alvarez is an 18 year old right-hander who recently defected 
from Cuba. Two weeks ago Alvarez held his first showcase for 
scouts in the Dominican Republic, and it is being rumored that 
he hit 98 mph on the radar gun, but of course unless you were 
there, you wont know for sure. As you will read below, he 
generally sits in the 93-96 mph range with his fastball, and can 
hit 98. His slider is nasty, and is his best off-speed pitch. He also 
has a plus change-up. 
 
Kiley McDaniel, the lead prospect writer for FanGraphs 
attended Alvarez’s second workout for scouts last Wednesday, 
and gave him these grades on a 20-80 scouting grade scale: 
 
Fastball: 60/65, Slider: 50/60, Changeup: 50/55, Command: 
40/50, FV: 55 
 
This is what he had to say about him 
 
“Alvarez is an 18-year-old Cuban pitcher that recently defected 
and above is video from this Wednesday, his second outing for 
scouts in the Dominican.  Details are scarce, but Alvarez wasn’t 
a big name in Cuba and never played in their top pro league. I 
heard rumors after his first appearance for scouts two weeks ago 
that he hit 98 mph, but you take that type of buzz with a grain of 
salt in this market. He hit 98 mph again in the outing I went to 
on one scout’s gun, but hit 97 mph multiple times on every gun, 
sitting at 93-96 mph over his two innings. As you can see in the 
video (from his second inning when I moved down to get a 
closer look) the slider is plus and the changeup is surprisingly 
good, flashing 55, and Alvarez used it multiple times in two 
strike counts and against right-handed hitters. While the 
command isn’t all the way there yet, he’s only 18 with new 
velocity that he’s still adjusting to, while the delivery, arm, frame 
and athleticism are all solid to very good with some flashes of 
feel to pi 
tch already. 
 
He projects as a starter, but the question is that of consistency 
and stamina. We likely won’t learn much about the stamina as 
his workouts will go on for another month or two before signing 
and he’ll likely be limited to a couple innings at a time. He 
checks all the boxes for a pitcher of this age and you’d obviously 
like to see more than the four innings scouts have been limited 
to so far, but Alvarez will get plenty of money after just throwing 
a handful of innings, so it would be an unnecessary risk to 
expose himself to, and teams would rather handle his throwing 
program themselves than have an agent do it. It’s too early to 
really know what he’s capable of or if his body can hold up to 
this new velocity, but the raw talent here is comparable to LHP 
Brady Aiken and the other top 18-year-old arms in the world. 
 
After talking to his camp, they expect Alvarez’s paperwork to be 
done in 4-8 weeks and for him to sign as a part of the current 
July 2 period. This means the Cubs and Rangers wouldn’t be 
able to sign him and the Yankees, Red Sox, Rays, Diamondbacks 
and Angels would all have a chance to sign him before their two-
year penalty of no players over $300,000 kick in on July 2nd of 

http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/thomson-reuters/150216/arizona-diamondbacks-playerwatch
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/thomson-reuters/150216/arizona-diamondbacks-playerwatch
http://venomstrikes.com/2015/02/13/diamondbacks-interested-cuban-pitcher-yadier-alvarez/
http://venomstrikes.com/2015/02/13/diamondbacks-interested-cuban-pitcher-yadier-alvarez/
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this year. Due to the chance the Dodgers sign Moncada and join 
this group, they are potentially in the same situation and, as 
mentioned in the Olivera section above, it would make sense to 
sign multiple Cuban players subject to the bonus pools if they’re 
going to sign one.” 
 
Everybody has to remember that he is only 18, and as McDaniel 
said, he has time to fine tune his mechanics, command, control, 
and his delivery. This guy has a high ceiling and great stuff. I see 
no reason why the Diamondbacks shouldn’t pursue him. Its a 
great way to add to a already stacked farm system, and make the 
future even brighter. 
 
Here is some video of Alvarez’s workout last week from 
FanGraphs: 
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February 16, 2015 

 Minor league deal with a spring training invite: “They 
like you, they just don’t like you, like you” 11:58 am 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Golen wins story of the year, Hong takes photo honors 
10:46 am EST (The Associated Press)  

 5 Red Sox questions: Which prospects will we see? 
10:45 am EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Michael Wacha is “real happy” with how his shoulder 
feels 10:20 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Countdown to Clearwater: The rest of the rotation 9:50 
am EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  

 Do these Yankees have spirit of '96? 9:29 am EST 
(Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 The integration of spring training 9:21 am EST (NBC 
Sports)  

 Orioles will try and make positives outweigh negatives 
9:09 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Shaughnessy: Lucchino being 'squeezed out' by Red 
Sox 6:58 am EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 The Yankees will retire Andy Pettitte’s number 46 6:40 
am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Dogs ready to have their day - and nights - at 
Westminster 4:05 am EST (The Associated Press)  
 

February 15, 2015 

 AP source: Pettitte's number to be retired by Yankees 
10:25 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Chris Capuano the favorite to win final spot in 
Yankees’ rotation 9:20 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 How can Red Sox help young players develop? 9:10 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Shaughnessy explores how Red Sox could get Cole 
Hamels 9:00 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Spring storyline No. 3: What's Roark's role? 8:42 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Around MLB: Kansas City Royals offseason in review 
8:27 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Dodgers sign David Aardsma to a minor league 
contract 8:15 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 White Sox players get head start on spring camp 7:43 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Report: Red Sox make offer for Cole Hamels 7:13 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Reds still trying to sign Johnny Cueto to an extension 
7:10 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Around the MLB: Pittsburgh Pirates offseason in 
review 6:26 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Mariners prospect Victor Sanchez in intensive care 
after being hit by a boat 6:05 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Chad Gaudin worked out for the Diamondbacks 3:25 
pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 2015 MLB roster outlook: Toronto Blue Jays 2:18 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Derek Jeter won’t attend Yankees’ Opening Day 1:48 
pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 5 Red Sox questions: How will young players perform? 
12:36 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Report: Red Sox made offer for Cole Hamels 12:14 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Video: Jeffrey Loria, Rob Manfred talk 2017 All-Star 
Game 10:59 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Five Orioles to keep an eye on this spring 10:08 am 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Spring storyline No. 4: Zimmerman moves to first 1:16 
am EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Countdown to Clearwater: Cole and Cliff, lefties for 
sale 12:29 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  
 

February 14, 2015 

 Indians showing interest in Dayan Viciedo 9:35 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Taking a look at 2015 team over/unders 8:30 pm EST 
(NBC Sports)  

 Where does the Orioles' defense rank in the AL? 8:07 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Indians not interested in signing Barry Zito 7:25 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Major League Baseball roundup 7:09 pm EST (Reuters)  
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 J.J. Hardy would have preferred to re-sign with Orioles 
sooner 6:20 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 White Sox hope Nick Delmonico has learned from 
mistakes 6:17 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Rangers sign 40-year-old RHP Wright to minor league 
deal 5:46 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Yoan Moncada’s agent thinks it’s “realistic” his client 
could sign in the next week 5:28 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Rangers sign Jamey Wright 4:32 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Report: Yankees tell A-Rod he can apologize at 
Stadium 3:43 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Chris Davis: “I think there are definitely situations 
where I need to bunt” 3:35 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 5 Red Sox questions: Can stars play like stars? 2:47 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 VIDEO: San Diego State University retires Tony 
Gwynn’s No. 19 2:11 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Is Fenway here to stay? 1:52 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet 
New England)  

 Nats' CF Denard Span reviews '50 Shades of Grey' 1:48 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 2015 outlook: Texas Rangers 1:02 pm EST (Comcast 
SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Justin Verlander has put on “20 pounds of muscle” this 
offseason 12:50 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Best part of Orioles spring training: Offseason is over 
11:49 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 The Yankees told A-Rod he could have an apology 
press conference at Yankee Stadium 11:33 am EST 
(NBC Sports)  

 There’s a legal dispute over the remains of Ernie Banks 
10:20 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 It sounds like the Mets will keep all of their starting 
pitchers 8:59 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 David Wells cheats on wife, gets gruesome injury 1:09 
am EST (NBC Sports)  

  

February 16, 2015 • MLB.com 
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/transactions 
 

Sunday, February 15, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Los Angeles 
Dodgers  

David 
Aardsma  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Saturday, February 14, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Texas Rangers  Jamey Wright  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Friday, February 13, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Arizona 
Diamondbacks  

Addison Reed  

Signed, ( 2015)(avoids 
arbitration) 

Atlanta Braves  Eric Young  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Boston Red Sox  Jess Todd  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Chicago Cubs  

Gonzalez 
Germen 

Outrighted to Minors 

Chicago White 
Sox  

Matt Albers  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Cincinnati Reds 

Aroldis 
Chapman  

Signed, ( 2015)(avoids 
arbitration) 

Houston Astros  Joe Thatcher  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Kansas City 
Royals  

Joe Blanton  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Kansas City 
Royals  

Greg Holland  

Signed, ( 2015)(avoids 
arbitration) 

Miami Marlins  David Phelps  

Signed, ( 2015)(loses 
arbitration) 

Milwaukee 
Brewers 

David 
Herndon  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

San Diego Padres  Josh Bell  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

San Francisco 
Giants  

Clay Rapada 

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Seattle Mariners Edgar Olmos  Designated for Assignment 

Seattle Mariners Rickie Weeks 

Signed as Free Agent, ( 
2015)(one-year contract) 

Toronto Blue Jays  

Josh 
Donaldson  

Signed, ( 2015)(loses 
arbitration) 
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