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Padres roster review: Luis Perdomo 
 
Jeff Sanders  

Sizing up the Padres’ 40-man roster, from A to Z, heading into the 2018 season. 

LUIS PERDOMO 

• Position: Right-handed pitcher 
• 2018 Opening Day age: 24 
• Bats/throws: R/R 
• Height/weight: 6-foot-2 / 185 pounds 
• Acquired: Rule V draft in December 2015 (Cardinals via Rockies) 
• Contract status: Earned $544,300 in 2017; will not be arbitration-eligible until 2019 at 

the earliest 
• Key stats: 8-11, 4.67 ERA, 118 Ks, 65 BBs, 1.51 WHIP, .283 opponent average, 163 

2/3 innings (29 starts) 

STAT TO NOTE 

• 61.8 – Percent of plate appearances that end in ground balls. Only Blue Jays 
RHP Marcus Stroman (62.1 percent) fetched ground balls more often than Perdomo in 
2017. 

TRENDING 

• Idle – Perdomo bucked all sorts of odds in 2016 when he was plucked from the Rule 5 
draft by the Rockies, traded immediately to the Padres and successfully transitioned 
into the rotation midseason. In 2017, he won a rotation spot out of spring training, 
missed a handful of early starts due to shoulder inflammation and then was dependable 
through the end of the season. He finished third on the team in innings – 
behind Clayton Richard (197 1/3) and Jhoulys Chacin (180 1/3) – and set career-bests 
in innings, ERA, strikeouts and WHIP. He also gave up fewer homers in 2017 (17, 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/st.-louis-cardinals-ORSPT000027-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/marcus-stroman-PESPT0015829-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-perdomo-PESPT0015468-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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down from 23 in 146 2/3 innings in 2016) and fetched ground balls at a better rate than 
anyone else in the National League. The step forward in development, however, wasn’t 
nearly as pronounced as it was a year earlier for a number of reasons: Perdomo’s walk 
rate jumped from 2.82 per nine innings to 3.57, his strikeout rate remained rather 
pedestrian (6.49 per nine innings) and his prized two-seamer still produced far too 
many base-hits (.303 average, down slightly from .308 the previous year). 

2018 OUTLOOK 

• Perhaps no one benefits more from the arrival of defensive-minded SS Freddy 
Galvis more than Perdomo, the NL’s premier groundball specialist. Shoring up the 
infield defense could go a long way toward Perdomo taking the next big step in his 
development and the timing couldn’t be better. Perdomo will be arbitration-eligible 
after the 2018 season and he’ll fare much better if he can push his ERA below 4.00 for 
the first time in his career. 

PADRES POWER RANKINGS 

1. Wil Myers 
2. Brad Hand 
3. Manuel Margot 
4. Austin Hedges 
5. Chase Headley 
6. Freddy Galvis 
7. Dinelson Lamet 
8. Luis Perdomo 
9. Bryan Mitchell 
10. Carlos Asuaje 
11. Franchy Cordero 
12. Travis Jankowski 
13. Alex Dickerson 
14. Carter Capps 
15. Robbie Erlin 
16. Kyle McGrath 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-wil-myers-20180107-story.html#nt=oft12aH-1gp2
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-brad-hand-20171222-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-manuel-margot-20180102-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-austin-hedges-20171226-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-chase-headley-20171225-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-freddy-galvis-20171219-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-dinelson-lamet-20171228-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-bryan-mitchell-20180105-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-carlos-asuaje-20171203-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-franchy-cordero-20171213-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-travis-jankowski-20171227-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-alex-dickerosn-20171215-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-carter-capps-20171208-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-robbie-erlin-20171218-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-kyle-mcgrath-20180104-story.html


  

 4 

17. Walker Lockett 
18. Colten Brewer 
19. Buddy Baumann 
20. Jose Castillo 
21. Phil Maton 
22. Jordan Lyles 
23. Javier Guerra 
24. Rocky Gale 
25. Miguel Diaz 
26. Allen Cordoba 

Traded away: Jabari Blash 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-walker-lockett-20171229-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-colten-brewer-20171207-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-buddy-baumann-20171205-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jose-castillo-20171211-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-phil-maton-20180103-story.html#nt=oft03a-2la1
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jordan-lyles-20180101-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-javier-guerra-20171221-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-rocky-gale-20171219-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-miguel-diaz-20171214-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-allen-cordoba-20171211-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jabari-blash-20171206-story.html
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Padres offseason leagues: Cordero, Margot sharing 
same outfield 
Jeff Sanders  

Last year, Manuel Margot’s right calf strain opened the door for Franchy Cordero’s first big 
league call-up. Today, the Dominican League’s postseason is allowing the Padres to get a 
preview of the two dynamic athletes in the same outfield. 

It’s an intriguing look in the Escogido lineup: Cordero in left field, Margot in center and the 
pair hitting second and third in the Leones’ lineup. 

On Saturday, it added up to a quick run as Cordero singled with one out in the first, advanced 
to second and third on a passed ball and throwing error and scored on Margot’s sacrifice fly to 
right in a game Escogido went on to win 4-1. 

The RBI is one of three in eight games since Margot joined Escogido for the postseason. He is 
11-for-32 (.343) with three doubles, four runs, three walks and a stolen base. 

Cordero, meanwhile, is 7-for-32 (.219) but has driven in five runs, scored three times and 
walked three times since Margot’s arrival. 

Before that, Cordero was voted the Dominican winter league’s rookie of the year and MVP. 
He finished the regular season among the league leaders in several categories — OPS (.888, 
2nd), batting average (.323, 3rd), on-base percentage (.393, 4th), slugging (.495, 2nd), homers (5, 
T-2), RBIs (25, T-4) and runs (30, 1st) – in building momentum heading into his second big 
league camp with the Padres. 

The 23-year-old Cordero fanned 44 times in 30 big league games last year (.669 OPS) before 
finishing the season at Triple-A El Paso. There, Cordero paired a .326/.369/.603 batting line 
with 17 homers, 15 steals and 64 RBIs for an El Paso team that competed for a second straight 
title. 

Cordero is one of seven outfielders on the current 40-man roster, although Margot in center 
field is the only lock. Others have more experience — from Hunter Renfroe to Jose 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
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Pirela to Alex Dickerson — but Cordero’s offseason figures to thrust him into the thick of the 
competition this spring. 

Better late than never 

The devastation unleashed by Hurricane Maria delayed the start of the Puerto Rican winter 
league until earlier this month. Only four teams are participating in a shortened campaign — 
18 games, down from 40 — and only one Padres farmhand is on a roster as of today: 

Outfielder Aldemar Burgos. 

Burgos went 3-for-5 with a triple, a run scored and an RBI in Carolina’s 8-7 loss on Monday 
and is 7-for-12 to start his stay in the league. 

An eighth-round pick out of Puerto Rico in 2015, Burgos hit .239/.289/.342 with three 
homers, 14 RBIs and three steals in 47 games last year at short-season Tri-City. He was 0-for-
7 in two games at high Single-A Lake Elsinore. 

ROUNDUP 

AUSTRALIAN LEAGUE 

• SS Gabriel Arias (Fort Wayne) is hitting .267/.302/.485 with five homers, 19 RBIs and 
a steal for Canberra. … CF Buddy Reed (Fort Wayne) is hitting .299/.339/.547 with 
five homers, 14 RBIs and four steals in 27 games, also for Canberra. … RHP Lake 
Bachar (Fort Wayne) is 4-1 with a 2.31 ERA, 35 strikeouts and 16 walks in 39 innings 
(seven games, six starts). … SS Jarryd Dale (signed in 2017) is hitting .255/.303/.392 
with three homers, 11 RBIs and a steal in 26 games for Melbourne. 

MEXICAN WINTER LEAGUE 

• 2B Fernando Perez (San Antonio) went 1-for-4 in Hermosillo’s 4-3 playoff loss to 
Navojoa on Saturday. He hit .297/.353/.513 with 11 homers and 46 RBIs in the regular 
season. 
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Padres have options aplenty for rotation in '18 
Richard, Perdomo, Lamet locked into top spots, with lots of competition for back end 
Austin Laymance 
 
Padres general manager A.J. Preller has been stockpiling arms all offseason, and there could 
be 10 pitchers who will compete for a starting rotation spot during Spring Training. Preller 
recently acquired Bryan Mitchell from the Yankees, and brought back Tyson Ross and Chris 
Young on Minor League deals. 

MLB.com is taking a look at the projected rotation of all 30 teams ahead of Spring Training. 
Here's how the Padres might stack up: 

ROTATION IF SEASON STARTED TODAY 
Clayton Richard, LHP 
Luis Perdomo, RHP 
Dinelson Lamet, RHP 
Colin Rea, RHP 
Robbie Erlin, LHP 

STRENGTH 
Preller has done well to create depth at a position that lacked it in 2017. Richard, Perdomo and 
Lamet seem to be locked into the Opening Day rotation, but there figures to be plenty of 
competition for the remaining two spots. The Padres have used a six-man rotation in the 
Minor Leagues, but it's not yet clear if they would do the same at the Major League level in 
2018. Starting pitching depth is a luxury, and one the Padres appear to have. 

QUESTION MARK 
Which young pitchers will emerge? That's the biggest question facing this rotation right now. 
Perdomo and Lamet have shown serious promise in their brief tenures in the big leagues. 
However, neither has backed up that promise with much consistency. The Padres will ask a lot 
of both pitchers in 2018. 

WHAT MIGHT CHANGE 
The back end of the rotation could certainly have a different look between now and Opening 
Day, as there are at least six pitchers who will compete for the final two spots in Spring 
Training. That group includes: Rea, Erlin, Mitchell, Ross, Young and Matt Strahm. 

Preller has also stated that he could add starting pitchers from outside the organization. 
Internally, four of the club's top prospects as ranked by MLB Pipeline pitched for Double-A 
San Antonio last season -- No. 2 Cal Quantrill, No. 8 Eric Lauer, No. 9 Joey Lucchesi and No. 
14 Jacob Nix. It's possible that all four receive invites to Major League Spring Training. 
Health is another factor in filling out a rotation, as Rea, Erlin and Strahm are all returning 
from injury. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell
http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/432934/chris-young
http://m.mlb.com/player/432934/chris-young
http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo
http://m.mlb.com/player/659275/dinelson-lamet
http://m.mlb.com/player/607067/colin-rea
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/621381/matt-strahm
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
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Myers looks to rebound from 'toughest year' 
Barring free-agent signing, slugger set to man first base for Padres in 2018 
 
AJ Cassavell 
 
With Spring Training on the horizon, MLB.com is taking an in-depth look at the 2018 Padres, 
breaking the team down position-by-position. Today, we preview the San Diego first basemen. 

SAN DIEGO -- To say the least, 2017 was an eventful year for Wil Myers. 

In January, the slugging first baseman signed a six-year contract worth $83 million, assuring 
he'd be in San Diego through at least the 2022 season. Then Myers opened the season with a 
red-hot April, which included the second cycle in franchise history.r. 10th, 2017 

Things went south from there, though. Myers slumped to a .214/.310/.378 slash line in May, 
and he never recovered. Despite a handful of impressive power surges, Myers mostly 
struggled during the season's second half. 

He finished with a career-high 30 homers to go with 29 doubles and 20 steals, but his batting 
average dipped to .243. Myers himself called his 2017 campaign, "my toughest year yet," and 
he's determined to put it behind him. 

"This is an offseason that I'm preparing more than I ever have to be able to come back and 
take that next step as a ballplayer," said Myers, who was extremely candid about his struggles 
throughout 2017. 

"I haven't dealt with failure very well at the big league level." 

Of course, even in Myers' so-called "toughest year," he had a very notable impact on the 
Padres' lineup, leading the team in homers and RBIs. But he's looking to better sustain the 
grind of a full big league season, and in that regard, he's adding 15 pounds of muscle to his 
frame, hoping to enter camp around 220.ep. 30th, 2017 

Defensively, Myers took a step back at first base in 2017, a year after he contended for a 
National League Gold Glove Award. He's focused much of his offseason routine on bettering 
his footwork and reaction time. 

Perhaps most importantly, Myers is aiming to combat the mental aspect of a grueling season. 
He's seeing a sports psychologist once a week this offseason with that goal in mind. 

"We're building a foundation for my hitting philosophy," Myers said. "He's going to give me 
the tools to be able to take on the slumps I go through and come out better on the other side." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
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After Myers, the first base picture is unclear. Obviously, if the Padres find a way to land big-
name free agent Eric Hosmer, things would change significantly. Myers has said he'd be 
willing to move to the outfield if Hosmer signs with San Diego. 

But for now, Chase Headley is expected to serve as backup to Myers. It's conceivable the 
Padres look to add a versatile left-handed bat, as well. 

Projected starter: Myers 

Potential backups: Headley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/452104/chase-headley
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Wellman's life comes full circle in San Antonio 
Manager hopes to be remembered for contributions to baseball 
Michael Avallone 

In what amounted to barely three minutes, Phillip Wellman cemented himself in baseball lore. 
He's the first to admit it wasn't his finest moment, but the baseball lifer has turned that 
moment of notoriety into a positive. It's become a life lesson he falls back on, not only for 
himself but for the hundreds of players he's coached in the decade since he became an Internet 
sensation. 

* * * * 

Nothing outside of a burning passion for baseball could have foretold what transpired for 
Wellman on the night of June 1, 2007.  

"As a kid, my parents always impressed upon me what my priorities in life should be," he 
said. "God, family and, back in the day, school and baseball. I'll admit those last two weren't 
always prioritized correctly on my part, but when it's all said and done, I'd like to be 
remembered for having gotten them right." 

Wellman's talents on the diamond were enough to produce a four-year career in the Minors 
with the Braves, Twins and Pirates. He enjoyed his best season in 1985 when he hit .269 with 
21 homers and 78 RBIs with Class A Sumter of the South Atlantic League. Two years later, 
Wellman found himself in Spring Training with the Pirates as an outfielder. It didn't take the 
25-year-old long to realize who the odd man out would be. 

"You've got to be self-realistic and a good evaluator of yourself," he said. "[In 1987], I was 
playing in the outfield with guys named Barry Bonds, Andy Van Slyke and Bobby Bonilla. I 
remember looking around and wondering to myself, 'What can I do that they can't?' The 
answer was obvious and the reality of my situation hit me square in the face." 

 

"Before I was traded [to the Pirates], the Braves told me that should I ever be interested in 
coaching I should get in touch with them," the Texas native said. "So I did." 

Wellman spent the next four seasons coaching in the Braves system before earning his first 
managerial job with the Rookie-level Gulf Coast League Orioles. He spent 10 of the next 11 
years as a manager, toiling in places like Lethbridge, Alberta. He worked his way up to 
Double-A with Chattanooga in 1999 and joined Triple-A Louisville as hitting coach in 2000.  

He returned to managing in Chattanooga in 2001 and remained there through the 2003 season. 
He went back to work for the Braves as Double-A Greenville's hitting coach in 2004 and 

Wellman garnered one at-bat in 1987 due to injuries and decided to retire and move into a 
coaching role, which he began the following year as the hitting instructor for Rookie-level 
Pulaski in the Atlanta organization.  



  

 11 

made the move with the club to Mississippi the following year before taking over as skipper 
in 2007. 

Managing in the organization that gave him his first shot at a career in pro ball, Wellman had 
the M-Braves atop the Southern League's Southern Division entering their game on June 1, 
2007. 

* * * * 

The night started out innocently enough, including a 37-minute rain delay. The M-Braves 
were 34-20 when they took the field against Chattanooga and were trailing, 2-0, in the bottom 
of the second inning when, unbeknownst to Wellman, an ejection would transform his life 
forever. 

Upset with home plate umpire Brent Rice's strike zone, Wellman was tossed for arguing balls 
and strikes. What followed was a tirade straight out of the Earl Weaver and Billy Martin 
handbook. While those kind of entertaining managerial explosions have largely become a 
thing of the past, Wellman brought forth the ghosts of his dugout brethren of yesteryear.1:48 
• May 31st, 2017 

Screaming, pointing, tossing dirt and bases would seem more than enough, but Wellman 
decided to add his own unique flair to the moment. He crawled on his stomach like a solider 
in battle before tossing the rosin bag like a grenade toward Rice, who stood motionless at the 
plate. His coup de grâce was blowing a kiss to the 4,240 fans who witnessed one of the great 
meltdowns of all-time. 

What Wellman didn't -- and couldn't -- know was that Chattanooga owner and former 
employer Frank Burke sensed his old manager was on edge. Burke decided to grab his camera 
just in case anything noteworthy occurred. 

Wellman obliged and the rest was history. 

"I did something where I let my passion get the best of me," he said. "To be honest, I really 
wasn't that angry after the first 30 seconds. I didn't lose control; I knew exactly what I was 
doing. After I got tossed, I figured I might as well get my money's worth. 

"Was it my proudest moment? Absolutely not, but I'm not embarrassed by it. My only regret 
was that it got my family involved. My parents, who were around 70 years old at the time, 
were getting calls at all hours of the night from reporters and people from David Letterman 
and Jay Leno's shows. My wife [Montee] and kids [daughter Britnee and son Brett] had to 
hear about it constantly." 

Now, more than 10 years since the incident, Wellman said he still isn't sure why he did what 
he did. 

"I don't know. I really don't," he explained. "I've asked myself that question and I still can't 
come up with a reason. When I look at the video, I wonder what in hell I was thinking. 
Looking back, if I'd have known the impact it would have on other people, excluding myself, I 
probably wouldn't have taken it to the level I did. 
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"Our club was in first place at the time and I deprived my players of the attention they 
deserved. But you live and you learn. I've paid the price in a sense because it will never go 
away. It's something I use as a lesson for my players. You lie in the bed you make." 

Wellman was suspended for three games and fined $100 but returned to lead Mississippi into 
the playoffs. He remained the club's manager through 2010, winning the franchise's only 
Southern League championship in 2008. The Braves didn't renew his contract following the 
2010 season, so he accepted a job as hitting coach for Double-A Springfield in the Cardinals 
system, where he spent three years. Wellman returned to managing with Double-A Arkansas 
in 2014 but left after one season, his first away from baseball in more than 30 years. 

Despite sitting out the 2015 season, Wellman's fire to return to the game never flickered. 
When the Padres contacted him about the managerial vacancy at Double-A San Antonio -- 
where Wellman makes his offseason home -- he didn't hesitate to accept. The Missions 
struggled in his first year then won the Texas League first- and second-half South Division 
titles with a 78-62 record last season. He did so with the help of two of the Padres' best young 
players, No. 3 prospect Luis Urias and fourth-ranked Fernando Tatis Jr. 

"Man, for a 20-year-old to do what he did was impressive," Wellman said of Urias, who hit 
.296/.398/.380 in his first Double-A campaign. "What impressed me most was his knowledge 
of the strike zone and his discipline. He was one of the youngest players in the Texas League, 
but he rarely would get himself out. It takes most players years to develop good strike zone 
judgement, but he had one of the most disciplined approaches you'll find in Double-A." 

"As for Fernando, I only had him for about two weeks, but it was obvious in that short time 
that he gets it. Knowing his background and where he came from [as the son of former Major 
Leaguer Fernando Tatis] is fine and dandy, but it's obvious when you see him on the field that 
he's been tutored and brought up around the game. He's got tremendous instincts, he can run 
and he has some good pop in his bat." 

* * * * 

As he prepares for his 34th season in professional baseball and 19th as a manager, Wellman is 
at peace with his standing in the game. He's coached many players who have gone on to play 
in the Majors, including All-Stars Freddie Freeman and Adam Dunn. 

"This game is all about the players. If there are no players, then guys like me don't have a 
job," Wellman said. "I want them to understand that I want to help them and be a positive 
influence on them. I'm so appreciative and grateful to be in the game as long as I have. So 
many young men have impacted my life and I hope they'd say I did the same for them. As a 
coach, you'll impact a few guys who will reach the Majors, but 95 percent or more won't and 
it's important how you make those guys feel, too. 

"I hope they understand that there are far more important things than baseball. It's going to 
end. I was fortunate enough to continue coaching when my playing days ended, but it all stops 
eventually. At some point, I'll be out there, not as Phillip Wellman the baseball player but as 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017/?list=sd
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=649966
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=665487
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=518692
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an everyday person trying to find a job. So it's my goal to help them learn and take the skills 
they get from this beautiful game and apply it to their lives to lead them in the right direction." 

Wellman ended 2017 with 1,073 wins in 18 seasons as a Minor League manager. Including 
his four-year playing career, he's been involved in pro ball for 33 of the last 34 years, but only 
once has he had the opportunity to coach in the Majors. That came in 2008 when he was 
brought up to the Braves in September at the conclusion of the Minor League season, a 
tradition certain big league clubs observe. 

"The greatest thing about baseball for me is the love I have for the game," Wellman said. 
"Coaching or managing in the Majors is not my ultimate goal. I still do have aspirations to do 
so, even at 56 years old, but there's also a side of me that isn't quite as ambitious as I was 20 
years ago. God has me where He wants me, which gives me a peaceful feeling. That's how I 
choose to look at things. When you get to be my age, the positive impact and influence you 
have on those around you is what you hope to be remembered by. I'll be OK if I die having 
never been given a coaching position in the bigs." 

As for his most famous moment in the game, Wellman has regrets, but he's also used it to his 
advantage. 

"You can't have do-overs in life, but you can take positives out of a situation," he said. "You 
are going to be held accountable for your actions and your words. I'm much more cognizant of 
that now than I was before. When they bury me someday, I hope those closest to me and those 
who've touched me and vice-versa remember me for something else. I hope they look at me as 
someone who contributed to the game of baseball outside of a few minutes of a video. 

"I've been ejected since and I'll get rung again, too. But you won't find me doing anything like 
that again. I'm too old and too fat to crawl around while pretending to toss grenades at 
umpires." 
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#PadresOnDeck: Padres Acquire High-Impact Gem 
in Olivares 
21-year-old outfielder excels with speed, arm and raw power 

By Justin Lafferty 

In Edward Olivares, the Padres recently acquired a young outfielder who could quickly rise up 
the prospect rankings — and organization. 

Olivares, acquired with RHP Jared Carkuff from the Toronto Blue Jays on Saturday, is 
currently slotted as the №24 prospect in the San Diego system, as ranked by MLB Pipeline. 
Scouts rave about Olivares’ arm strength and speed, both of which are rated by MLB Pipeline 
as a 60 on the 20–80 scale. 

Fangraphs’ Eric Longenhagen characterized Olivares’ skill set as “exciting, but volatile.” 

“But he’s also a plus-armed, plus-running, well-built 6-foot-2, with enough speed to merit 
continued development in center field,” Longenhagen wrote Monday. “He also has above-
average bat speed and raw power, and loads his hands at a height that helps produce natural 
fly-ball loft in his swing.” 

After an injury-plagued 2016, the 21-year-old Olivares thrived in 2017. He hit .277 with 17 
home runs and 65 RBIs, also swiping 18 bases for the Class-A Lansing Lugnuts last year 
before a brief promotion to Class-A Advanced Dunedin in August. 

Olivares’ talent was on full display in April, when he hit for the cycle as a member of the 
Lugnuts. 

After acquiring him, the Padres assigned Olivares to Class-A Advanced Lake Elsinore, where 
he will likely start the 2018 season. 
 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/instagraphs/padres-acquire-lottery-ticket-edward-olivares/
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