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Friar talk: An early guess at 
opening day roster 
Jeff Sanders  

Good morning, baseball. You’ve been missed. 

Pitchers and catchers report to the Padres’ spring training complex in Peoria, Ariz., today to 
begin whittling down the 69 players currently on the spring training roster — a full 40-man 
roster and another 29 non-roster invitees. 

Most of the players who make the opening day roster are already on the 40-man roster. Some 
could rise up from non-roster status as Joey Lucchesi did last year (he technically wasn’t on the 
opening day roster, but he started the second game of the year). Some could be added in the 
coming days as Eric Hosmer was on Presidents’ Day weekend in 2018. 

Manny Machado? Bryce Harper? Dallas Keuchel? Mike Moustakas or Marwin Gonzalez? 

We’re learning never to say never around here. 

For now, we’ll keep our initial opening day roster projection to players currently under contract. 

Catchers (2) 

• Austin Hedges 
• Francisco Mejia 

Lowdown: The return in the Brad Hand trade, Mejia is ranked the second-best catching 
prospect in the game by MLB.com behind the Giants’ Joey Bart. He’s a gifted switch-hitter 
with enough skills behind the plate for the Padres to keep him there. Hedges’ second half 
reminded the organization that there’s still plenty of offense to tap into, so he enters camp as the 
starter. Both are also on the trade block as the Padres determine just how to move forward with 
their 25-man roster. Also, Austin Allen is in his second camp but will mostly likely start the 
season at Triple-A El Paso. 

Infielders (5) 

• Eric Hosmer 
• Ian Kinsler 
• Luis Urias 
• Greg Garcia 
• Esteban Quiroz 

Lowdown: The only absolute here is that Hosmer will start at first base. Urias, long-term, is a 
second baseman, but he’ll likely hold down the fort at shortstop until Fernando Tatis Jr. hits 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bryce-harper-PESPT0015285-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-moustakas-PESPT0015425-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/marwin-gonzalez-PESPT0015265-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/austin-hedges-PESPTF00618-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/brad-hand-PESPT0015283-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ian-kinsler-PESPT000010174-topic.html
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his way out of Triple-A El Paso … sometime after sufficiently delaying the start of his service 
clock. That would leave Kinsler and Garcia bouncing between second and third base (as well as 
shortstop for Garcia) and Quiroz, acquired this offseason, picking up at-bats off the bench. Ty 
France, a 34th-round pick out of San Diego State, is a dark horse to win the job at third base, 
but he’s also over-achieved his way onto the 40-man roster so it wouldn’t be a huge surprise to 
see him get the same opportunity that Christian Villanueva received last year. 

Outfielders (5) 

• Franchy Cordero 
• Manuel Margot 
• Wil Myers 
• Hunter Renfroe 
• Travis Jankowski 

Lowdown: The Padres had too many outfielders before Myers was shifted back to a corner 
outfield spot. Renfroe and Franmil Reyes came on strong in the second half. Franchy 
Cordero had a strong first half before an elbow injury cost him the rest of 2018. Margot 
disappointed in his sophomore season but is oozing with tools suited for the top of the order. 
Jankowski doesn’t have nearly the upside as his peers in the Padres outfield, but he’s a good fit 
as a left-handed counterpart who gets on base, steals bags and runs down everything in the air. 
So who makes the team? The better question is who might A.J. Preller trade to find a regular 
third baseman or upgrade for the rotation. Absent a trade, a talented outfielder will start the 
season at Triple-A El Paso. 

Rotation (5) 

• LHP Joey Lucchesi 
• LHP Matt Strahm 
• LHP Eric Lauer 
• RHP Matt Strahm 
• RHP Bryan Mitchell 

Lowdown: This group posted the worst ERA in the NL (5.09) a year ago. While there are plenty 
of prospects on the come, the best (MacKenzie Gore) are a couple years away and the arms 
closest to the majors (Chris Paddack, Logan Allen) will have innings limits in 2019. Strahm 
is looking to transition from the bullpen to the rotation and the likes of Luis Perdomo, Jacob 
Nix and Brett Kennedy will be on call should Mitchell falter in his second chance to stick in a 
big league rotation. Lucchesi, who led the team in strikeouts in 2018, is the best bet to start on 
opening day if the Padres don’t acquire a veteran upgrade, and Lauer is a good bet to make the 
opening day roster after a strong finish last summer. 

Bullpen (8) 

• RHP Kirby Yates 
• RHP Craig Stammen 
• LHP Robbie Erlin 
• RHP Robert Stock 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/franchy-cordero-PESPTF00612-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/manuel-margot-PESPTF00621-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/travis-jankowski-PESPT0015810-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-perdomo-PESPT0015468-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/craig-stammen-PESPT0015561-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/robbie-erlin-PESPT0015223-topic.html
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• RHP Trey Wingenter 
• RHP Phil Maton 
• LHP Jose Castillo 
• RHP Luis Perdomo 

Lowdown: The bullpen remains a strength even in the wake of the Hand trade. Yates and 
Stammen will finish up games, Stock, Wingenter, Maton and Castillo will work in middle relief 
and Erlin and Perdomo provide long relief and spot-starting options if the NL’s worst rotation 
falters as it did a year ago. Of course, the Padres appear poised to get inventive in the rotation 
and bullpen so these two facets of the roster could change a great deal based on the plans drawn 
this spring. 

As always, stay tuned. 
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Padres ponder creative 
pitching plan 
Kevin Acee  

  

After a winter of looking for and talking about and hoping to acquire a pitcher who is more 
accomplished than any of the many starting pitchers they already have, the Padres might go with 
Plan B. 

Which has for some time sort of been Plan A. 

Ever since the end of last season, as they began looking at the long- and short-term of their 
starting pitching picture, the Padres were scheming about how to give themselves the best 
chance to be competitive in 2019. 

“In the absence of that consistent starting pitching,” manager Andy Green said in September, 
“we’re going to look at inventive ways to overcome that.” 

They really have nothing to lose. Being improved would mean clearing a low bar. 

Padres starting pitchers posted the highest ERA (5.09) and issued the most walks and hits per 
inning pitched (1.45) in the National League in 2018. The 38 games in which their starting 
pitchers went four innings or fewer was also the most in the NL. 

The Padres are far from alone in the decline of their starting pitching. Throughout MLB, starters 
aren’t throwing as many pitches or staying in games like they used to. 

The average number of innings pitched by starters has dropped every year since 2013 to an all-
time low of 5 1/3 last season. The Padres ranked 28th in the majors (last in the NL) at just over 
five innings. 

The average number of pitches starters threw per game (88.1) was at an all-time low in 2018 and 
has declined each of the past four seasons. Padres starters averaged 84.4 pitches per game, 
fewest in the NL and fourth-fewest in the majors. 

There was never a season in which no major league team had at least one complete game until 
2007. It has been done 27 times since then. In ‘18, the Padres were one of nine teams to not have 
a single complete game. 

There were fewer quality starts (at least six innings, no more than three earned runs allowed) 
last season than in any not affected by a work stoppage. The Padres’ 47 such starts were second-
fewest in the NL and third-fewest in the majors. 

Unlike most teams in most years looking to improve their starting pitching, however, the Padres 
feel justified not bringing in outside help. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://https/www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-giants-luis-perdomo-0926-story.html
http://https/www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-giants-luis-perdomo-0926-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
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With their top nine starting pitcher prospects (seven of them ranked among the top 100 in all of 
baseball) due to arrive in the majors between this season and 2021, the Padres see no real 
wisdom in acquiring an elite starter. 

And so, their plan in the short term, as a bridge, is to essentially give in to their shortcomings. 

And play to their strength. 

“We have a lot of guys that have the ability to give you two innings and navigate through righties 
and lefties,” Green said recently. 

Pitchers and catchers officially report to the Peoria Sports Complex on Wednesday. For much of 
the next six weeks, Padres pitching coach Darren Balsley’s schedule will be a dizzying dash from 
one bullpen session to another, and there won’t be enough Cactus League games to adequately 
fit in at the start of games all the candidates for the rotation. 

Without adding a single arm, there could be as many as 13 pitchers in that competition. At the 
least, there are nine viable candidates for the five spots. 

But it is a mostly unproven, unknown and unaccomplished group. 

Joey Lucchesi is a virtual lock to start. A spot is arguably Eric Lauer’s to lose. It’s wide open 
beyond that. 

Fortunately for the Padres, the entirety of their pitching staff is a uniquely diverse collection, 
which they believe allows them to get creative. 

“I think we're realistic,” General Manager A.J. Preller said in December. “The staff in general, 
there's going to be younger pitchers on the staff. Looking at guys that are going to throw 200 
innings, especially year one or year two in the big leagues (is) probably not as likely. So we have 
depth and numbers. 

“The way we used Robert Stock last year and other guys are going to factor in that mix — Miguel 
Diaz, Matt Strahm, Jose Castillo. I think you can have a lefty starter and then go to the righty in 
the fourth, fifth, sixth inning. I think those are things that we're going to look at as well. That 
may be the way our staff is constructed — the best way for Andy and Darren to get the most out 
of the staff.” 

The Padres don’t plan to become the Tampa Bay Rays, who are pioneering the concepts of 
starting an “opener” and “bullpenning.” 

Beyond that, Green said they will play it by arm. 

“We’re an all-options-on-the-table kind of team right now without that clearly defined one 
through five that’s going to go out and give you 200 innings each,” he said. 

The majority of nights, it seems, the Padres will have the hope their starter can go six innings or 
more before leaving with a lead or with the Padres in the game. Other nights — far more than the 
six times they did so last season — they could from the start plan on a half-dozen pitchers 
combining to get them through a game. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2019/?list=prospects
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/darren-balsley-PESPT000009839-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/miguel-diaz-PESPTF00614-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/miguel-diaz-PESPTF00614-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tampa-bay-rays-ORSPT000221-topic.html
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This conceptualization owes as much to the strength of their bullpen as to the lack of starters 
who have proven they can be effective later into games. 

Veterans Kirby Yates and Craig Stammen can unquestionably be relied upon in the late innings. 
Young hard throwers like Castillo and Trey Wingenter could be closers in the making. Robbie 
Erlin, Strahm, Luis Perdomo, Diaz and Stock have shown they can be highly effective throwing 
two or three innings at any time in a game. 

Among the ‘X’ factors in the pitching equation: 

• Strahm, whom the Padres have eyed as an eventual starter since they traded for him in 
the summer of 2017. Now fully recovered from his 2017 patellar tendon surgery, the 27-
year-old left-hander is working toward that end this offseason. But he threw just 61 1/3 
innings last season and has not gone more than 102 1/3 innings in any of his six 
professional seasons. His career high is 80 pitches in a major league game, and he last 
threw 100 pitches in Double-A in 2016. 

• Bryan Mitchell, whose awful April (6.47 ERA in seven starts) resulted in a demotion and 
whose strong September (2.19 ERA in four starts) put him back in the rotation mix. 

• Chris Paddack, the Padres’ fifth-ranked prospect, who is expected to be in the majors 
sooner than later. He’ll be on something of an innings limit, dictated by his having had 
Tommy John surgery in 2016. 

• Logan Allen and Cal Quantrill, the organization’s Nos. 8 and 11 prospects, are also 
expected to make their debuts this season. Neither can be expected to pitch more than 
130-150 innings even if they were on a major league mound starting in April. 

“We’re going to have to be willing to use these guys in ways that puts us in position to win games 
and also continues to bring them along,” Green said. “… Even if you want to run guys out there 
and say, ‘You can give me seven every night,’ you’re going to run up against a hard and fast 
innings wall. 

“We’re going to be very open-minded about the best way to bring another group of pitchers to 
the big leagues — some of these pitchers with innings restrictions, some guys not prepared to 
throw 180 to 200 innings. … So we’re going to look at those self-imposed guidelines to keep guys 
healthy and continue to make decisions that give us an opportunity to win for the foreseeable 
future and put guys in position to be healthy year after year.” 

 

  

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-matt-strahm-rotation-push-20181205-story.html
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30 low-key acquisitions who could pay off big 
MLB.com 
Feb. 12th, 2019 
 

Fans and analysts spend the entire offseason speculating where the top free agents could go, 
but sometimes an under-the-radar pickup can end up making a world of difference. As positional 
competitions begin to heat up at Spring Training camps this month, MLB.com's beat writers 
were asked to identify one potentially overlooked acquisition for each of the 30 clubs. Here's 
who they came up with. 

Padres: Esteban Quiroz, INF 
The Padres need infield depth, left-handed hitters and high-OBP guys. Quiroz fits the billing. 
After spending seven seasons playing professionally in Mexico, Quiroz signed with the Red Sox 
last year before San Diego landed him in November in exchange for the righty reliever Brewer. 
Now, Quiroz gets the chance to fight for an important role in the Padres' infield -- and perhaps a 
starting job at third. He batted .283/.406/.547 in the Boston organization last season. -- AJ 
Cassavell 
 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/606019/esteban-quiroz
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Hoffman sees bright future for 
Padres pitchers 
Hall of Famer talks with 97.3 The Fan about life 

after Cooperstown and current Padres 

pitching staff 

FriarWire 

Feb 12 

By Justin Lafferty 

Hall of Famer Trevor Hoffman sees a lot of similarities between this year’s pitching staff and 
the one he played with in the early-to-mid 90s. 

Hoffman, a senior advisor in the front office and one of the many alumni coaches who will be on 
hand in Peoria, spoke with 97.3 The Fan’s Tony Gwynn Jr. and Chris Ello on Tuesday 
afternoon about the bright future of the Friars. 

“I liken it to the ’93 group when I came over and we were all a bunch of young guys scrappin’ and 
clawin’,” Hoffman said. “We fed off the energy from the regulars. I hope that those guys can take 
the next step. I think it’s important that they’ve gotten their feet wet and they’re moving forward, 
but it’s going to be an interesting spring. There’ll be a lot of competition.” 

Young guns Joey Lucchesi, Eric Lauer and Jacob Nix made their MLB debuts last year and 
are expected to log serious innings in 2019. Matt Strahm has a chance to make the rotation 
after a promising season out of the bullpen. Highly-regarded prospects Chris Paddack, Cal 
Quantrill and Logan Allenare getting closer to The Show. 

Hoffman also likes what he sees in the bullpen, anchored by closer Kirby Yates. The Hawaiian 
right-hander saved 12 games and took over the 9th inning midseason. Hard-throwing 
rookies Robert Stock, José Castillo and Trey Wingenter also impressed, giving Andy 
Green some weapons late in the game. 

“Those guys had a great year last year,” Hoffman said. “If they can keep them fresh and put them 
in line to feel comfortable with where they’re gonna pitch, those guys are really good. … The ‘pen 
is a strength of ours.” 

https://padres.mlblogs.com/@friarwire
https://973thefansd.radio.com/blogs/gwynn-chris/padres-legend-trevor-hoffman-talks-2019-padres
https://973thefansd.radio.com/blogs/gwynn-chris/padres-legend-trevor-hoffman-talks-2019-padres
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Ello and Hoffman chatted about the concept of the opener, which has become a major topic 
throughout baseball. The Tampa Bay Rays had a one-inning starter more than any team in 
baseball, and the Oakland Athletics went to this format in the AL Wild Card game. The Padres 
somewhat used an opener last season, having Strahm start five games, but only pitch two or three 
innings. 

Gwynn Jr. joked that Hoffman was the predecessor of this idea, pitching early in Spring Training 
games. The Hall of Fame closer said that while it was nice to get work in early in spring, he 
wouldn’t want to open a regular season game. 

“It was nice in Spring Training, I got a little bit of a head start, but I don’t think I would be too 
thrilled to have to do it in a game,” Hoffman said jokingly. 

Hoffman also opened up about some of the proposed rule changes — such as bringing the 
designated hitter to the National League, enforcing a three-batter minimum for relievers and 
changing the height or distance of the mound. 

“My biggest one that I was concerned about was pushing the mound further back,” Hoffman said. 
“It seems to be the right distance, even though velocity has gone up. It still kinda even things 
out. … I understand the idea of trying to speed things up, but more than anything, you still have 
to look at television and commercials.” 
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50 Moments: Infamous “Fire Sale” 
After ‘92 Season 
Two players acquired in the fire sale — Hoffman 

and Ashby — were key to Padres team that won 

pennant in ‘98 

FriarWire 

Feb 12 

By Bill Center 

The 1992 season was designed to be a banner campaign for the Padres. 

Not only was San Diego Jack Murphy Stadium hosting the 63rd All-Star Game, the Padres had a 
lineup packed with five All-Stars. 

Alas, the season didn’t quite play out as planned. The All-Star Game was sensational. 

But the Padres lost 11 of their final 16 games and finished third in the National League West 
behind Atlanta and Cincinnati. They went from 64–52 on Aug. 14 to a final record of 82–80. 

Even before the season ended, the Padres began to dismantle the team in what became known as 
their infamous “fire sale.” 

It started on Aug. 31, when left-handed pitcher Craig Lefferts was traded to Baltimore. 

At the end of the season catcher Benito Santiago, closer Randy Myers and reliever Larry 
Andersen filed for free agency and departed. 

The dismantling picked up steam on Oct. 26, when shortstop Tony Fernandez was traded to 
the New York Mets for catcher Raul Casanova, outfielder D.J. Dozier and pitcher Wally 
Whitehurst. 

Things got worse during the 1993 season. 

https://padres.mlblogs.com/@friarwire
https://padres.mlblogs.com/50-moments-padres-host-1992-all-star-game-47c0facd2a87
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By the end of the “fire sale,” four of the five Padres on the 1992 National League All-Star team 
were gone, including two of the three starters in the National League lineup — first baseman Fred 
McGriff and Santiago. 

The only 1992 Padres’ All-Star starter who remained a Padre just a year later. 

Third baseman Gary Sheffield, who came close as any Padre ever to win the Triple Crown in 
1992, was traded to Florida on June 24, 1993, in a five-player trade that saw young 
reliever Trevor Hoffman come to the Padres. Okay, that trade worked out well — although 
Hoffman was roundly booed by fans at the Murph in his first Padre appearances in his new home. 

And on July 15, 1993, McGriff was traded to Atlanta for Melvin Nieves, Donnie 
Elliott and Vince Moore as part of the Padres’ infamous “fire sale.” 

Nine days later, starting pitchers Greg Harris and Bruce Hurst were traded to Colorado for 
starting pitcher Andy Ashby, relief pitcher Doug Bochtlerand catcher Brad Ausmus. 

The Padres of 1992 had been gutted. 

“The fans knew how valuable players like McGriff, Sheffield and Santiago were,” Hoffman said 
years later. “They were not happy that those guys were gone. It was very difficult at first for the 
guys who came in during the fire sale.” 

Sheffield won the 1992 National League batting title with a .330 mark. He finished third in the 
league with 33 homers and fifth in RBIs with 100. He also finished second in slugging percentage 
(.580) and OPS (.965) and led the league with 323 total bases. 

McGriff led the National League with 35 homers in 1992. He finished second in the National 
League with 96 walks; third in RBIs (104), slugging percentage (.556) and OPS (.950); fourth in 
on-base percentage (.394), and tied for fifth in total bases (295). 

Sheffield placed third in the voting for the National League Most Valuable Player Award and 
McGriff finished sixth. They were the best 3–4 combination in the National League in 1992. And 
by the middle of 1993, they had disappeared from the Padres lineup. 

But two of the pieces acquired in the fire sale — Hoffman and Ashby — were keys to the Padres 
teams that won the National League West title in 1996 and the National League pennant two 
years later. 

__________________________________________________________________
_ 

Top 50 moments (in chronological order): 
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1. National League votes to expand into Montreal and San Diego (May 27, 1968) 

2. Padres stocked with players in National League expansion draft (Oct. 14, 1968) 

3. Padres win their Major League debut (April 8, 1969) 

4. Clay Kirby removed from a no-hitter (July 21, 1970) 

5. Nate Colbert’s five-homer, 13-RBI doubleheader in Atlanta (Aug. 1, 1972) 

6. 1973, the year San Diego nearly lost the Padres 

7. Ray Kroc buys the Padres (Jan. 25, 1974) 

8. Ray Kroc grabs the microphone during his first home game as the Padres owner (April 9, 
1974) 

9. Randy Jones National League Cy Young Award (1976) 

10. Shortstop Ozzie Smith’s greatest defensive play in Padres’ history (April 20, 1978) 

11. Padres host the 1978 All-Star Game (July 11, 1978) 

12. Gaylord Perry wins 1978 National League Cy Young Award 

13. The “re-hatching” of the San Diego Chicken (June 29, 1979) 

14. 1984 Padres-Braves brawl in Atlanta (Aug. 12, 1984) 

15. More than 12,000 fans greet Padres as they return home from two losses in Chicago in 1984 
National League Championship Series (Oct. 3, 1984) 

16. Steve Garvey’s series-tying, walk-off homer in Game 4 of the 1984 National League 
Championship Series 

17. Padres win their first National League title (Oct. 7, 1984) 

18. Benito Santiago’s 34-game hitting streak to finish a strong finish to N.L. Rookie of the Year 
season (1987) 

19. LHP Mark Davis wins the 1989 National League Cy Young Award 

20. Roseanne Barr butchers The National Anthem (July 25, 1990) 

21. Padres host the 1992 All-Star Game (July 14, 1992) 

22. The fire sale (1992–1993) 
 

  



  

 14 

Top 50 Individual Seasons 
№32–1B Fred McGriff led National League with 35 

homers in 1992 

FriarWire 

Feb 12 

By Bill Center 

The top of the Padres lineup was packed during the 1992 season. 

Shortstop Tony Fernandez led off ahead of right fielder Tony Gwynn. Third baseman Gary 
Sheffield hit third, with first baseman Fred McGriff in the cleanup slot — usually followed by 
catcher Benito Santiago. 

All five were named to the National League All-Star team and Gwynn, McGriff and Santiago 
started in the 63rd All-Star Game hosted by the Padres on July 14, 1992, at San Diego Jack 
Murphy Stadium. 

But for one of the few times during his career, Gwynn was not the offensive leader of the Padres. 
That honor was shared by McGriff and Sheffield, who formed the top 3–4 combination in the 
National League. 

For his efforts in 1992, McGriff is №32 on my list of Top 50 individual seasons in Padres’ history. 
Sheffield’s 1992 campaign is higher up the list. 

McGriff led the National League with 35 homers in 1992. He finished second in the National 
League with 96 walks and placed third in RBIs (104), slugging percentage (.556) and OPS (.950). 
He also finished tied for fifth in total bases (295). 

In addition to starting in the All-Star Game (he was 2-for-3 with an RBI on his home field), 
McGriff finished sixth in the National League Most Valuable Player voting and won the league’s 
Silver Slugger Award at first base. 

McGriff hit .286 in 1992 with 30 doubles, four triples, eight stolen bases and 79 runs scored. He 
drew those 96 walks against only 108 strikeouts. He had a .394 on-base percentage. 

His 5.3 WAR was the third-highest in McGriff’s career and and 22nd highest in Padres history. 

https://padres.mlblogs.com/@friarwire
https://padres.mlblogs.com/50-moments-padres-host-1992-all-star-game-47c0facd2a87
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McGriff’s 35 homers in 1992 is the eighth-highest single-season mark in Padres history. His .556 
slugging percentage is the seventh-highest single-season mark in franchise history, while his .950 
OPS ranks 10th in Padres history. 

McGriff spent just over 2 ½ seasons with the Padres — hitting .281 with a .388 on-base 
percentage and a .519 slugging percentage for a .906 OPS. On the Padres’ all-time lists, McGriff 
ranks second in career slugging percentage and OPS and third in on-base percentage. He also 
ranks tied for 10th with 84 homers (in just 388 games). 

McGriff came to the Padres along with Fernandez in a Dec. 5, 1990, trade that sent outfielder Joe 
Carter and second baseman Roberto Alomar to the Blue Jays. During his first season with the 
Padres in 1991, McGriff batted .268 with 31 homers and 106 RBIs. He finished 10th in the 
National League Most Valuable Player voting. 

On July 15, 1993, McGriff was traded to Atlanta for Melvin Nieves, Donnie Elliott and Vince 
Moore as part of the Padres’ infamous “fire sale.” 

__________________________________________________________________
_ 

Top 50 Individual Seasons: 

32. 1B Fred McGriff (1992) 

33. RHP Jake Peavy (2005) 

34. LHP Bruce Hurst (1989) 

35. RHP Trevor Hoffman (2006) 

36. 1B-C Gene Tenace (1979) 

37. CF Kevin McReynolds (1984) 

38. LHP Dave Roberts (1971) 

39. RHP Clay Kirby (1972) 

40. 1B Adrian Gonzalez (2010) 

41. 1B Phil Nevin (2004) 
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42. RF Tony Gwynn (1995) 

43. RF Dave Winfield (1978) 

44. 2B Alan Wiggins (1984) 

45. RHP Andy Hawkins (1985) 

46. INF-OF Bip Roberts (1990) 

47. RHP Heath Bell (2010) 

48. RHP Trevor Hoffman (1999) 

49. RF Brian Giles (2005) 

50. 2B Mark Loretta (2003) 
 


