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Matt Stairs officially named 
Padres' hitting coach 
Dennis Lin  

The Padres named Matt Stairs their new hitting coach on Monday, officially handing one of the 
game’s more challenging jobs to the former big-leaguer. Stairs is San Diego’s ninth hitting coach 
since Petco Park debuted in 2004. He will be charged with a young offense that finished last in 
the majors in runs, batting average and on-base percentage. 

Stairs’ extensive playing experience and one season as the hitting coach for another 
inexperienced lineup convinced the Padres he is suited for the task. 

 “We’re thrilled to have Matt join our coaching staff,” Padres manager Andy Green said in a 
statement. “He did a tremendous job with the Phillies’ young players last season and brings a 
wealth of hitting knowledge to our ball club.” 

Stairs, 49, returns to San Diego, where he played in 2010, from Philadelphia, where he oversaw 
multi-faceted progress. The Phillies experienced upticks in several offensive categories, such as 
on-base percentage, going from .301 in 2016 to .315 this season. The Padres have hovered 
around .300 in that department since 2013, and Green has spoken often of the need for 
improved plate discipline. 

“Matt possesses a true understanding of and passion for hitting,” Padres General Manager A.J. 
Preller said. “Throughout his playing career, he was a student of the game. In this process, we 
looked for teachers who could make an immediate impact with our players, and Matt brings 
invaluable knowledge and experience both as a coach and as a 19-year major league veteran.” 

Despite widespread praise for his work, Stairs was not guaranteed another season with the 
Phillies. New manager Gabe Kapler, hired Monday, presumably will install his own staff. 

Stairs replaces Alan Zinter, whom the Padres fired Sept. 1. Johnny Washington, who coached 
first base in 2017, will serve as Stairs’ assistant hitting coach. Skip Schumaker, who had been in 
the front office, will be the new first base coach. 

Stairs is expected to address the media later this week. 

 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/philadelphia-phillies-ORSPT000216-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/skip-schumaker-PESPT000010416-topic.html
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Jarred Cosart, Christian 
Friedrich elect free agency 
Dennis Lin  

Right-hander Jarred Cosart and left-hander Christian Friedrich cleared waivers and elected free 
agency, the Padres announced Monday. Both pitchers had injury-marred tenures with San Diego 
and would have been long shots for next year’s staff. 

Cosart, 27, was acquired from Miami last July and pitched in 16 games, starting 15, for the 
Padres. He made just seven of those appearances this season, posting a 4.88 ERA. Cosart 
underwent season-ending arthroscopic elbow surgery in July. 

Friedrich, 30, posted a 4.80 ERA in 24 appearances, including a team-leading 23 starts, in 2016. 
But the former minor league signee did not pitch in the majors this year, thwarted by various 
physical ailments. Friedrich also underwent arthroscopic elbow surgery, in August. 

Friedrich and Cosart’s departures put the 40-man roster at 45 while removing two names from 
the 2018 rotation picture. Both pitchers were due for salary arbitration; MLBTradeRumors.com 
projects Friedrich and Cosart will make $1.79 million and $1.3 million, respectively. 

The Padres expect to enter spring training with Clayton Richard, Luis Perdomo and Dinelson 
Lamet penciled in for starting spots. Internal candidates to fill out the rotation could include 
Travis Wood, Matt Strahm, Robbie Erlin, Colin Rea and Jhoulys Chacin, whom the Padres 
would like to re-sign. A number of pitching prospects will receive invites to major league camp. 

Teams do not have to trim rosters to 40 until five days after the end of the World Series. Pending 
free agents include Chacin, fellow pitchers Craig Stammen and Jordan Lyles, and shortstop 
Erick Aybar. 

 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jarred-cosart-PESPTF00132-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/christian-friedrich-PESPT0015247-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jhoulys-chacin-PESPT000009970-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
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Padres hire Stairs as hitting coach 
By AJ Cassavell / MLB.com | October 30th, 2017  

 

SAN DIEGO -- Matt Stairs has rejoined his former team as its new hitting coach, the Padres 

announced Monday. Stairs spent one season serving in the same role in Philadelphia. 

"Matt possesses a true understanding of and passion for hitting," said executive vice president and 

general manager A.J. Preller. "Throughout his playing career, he was a student of the game. In this 

process, we looked for teachers who could make an immediate impact with our players, and Matt 

brings invaluable knowledge and experience both as a coach and as a 19-year Major League 

veteran." 

 

The Padres recently made other tweaks to the rest of their coaching staff, moving Johnny 

Washington from first-base coach to assistant hitting coach, the role filled by Jonathan Mathews last 

year. Mathews will be reassigned as a coach within the Minor League system. The Padres have 

promoted Skip Schumaker to the role of first-base coach, according to a team source. 

Stairs, who spent 19 seasons in the Majors as an outfielder, played for San Diego in 2010. 

He takes over for Alan Zinter, who was relieved of his duties on Sept. 1 after two seasons with the 

club -- a stretch in which the Padres ranked last in baseball in runs, average and on-base 

percentage. 

The last one is something of a sticking point with the Padres. Manager Andy Green and Preller have 

spoken repeatedly about the need to work more walks and reach base more frequently. Since the 

duo arrived, OBP has been strongly re-emphasized at the Minor League level, but it has yet to pay 

dividends with the big league club. 

 

As for Stairs, he helped a similarly young Phillies squad make strides in 2017 -- including a 10-point 

jump in average and a 14-point jump in on-base percentage. In Philadelphia, he was especially well-

regarded for his work with youngsters like Nick Williams, Aaron Altherr and Jorge Alfaro. 

"We're thrilled to have Matt join our coaching staff," said Green. "He did a tremendous job with the 

Phillies' young players last season and brings a wealth of hitting knowledge to our ballclub." 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/435401/skip-schumaker
http://m.mlb.com/player/608384/nick-williams
http://m.mlb.com/player/571437/aaron-altherr
http://m.mlb.com/player/595751/jorge-alfaro
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Stairs is presented with a new challenge in San Diego, where Hunter Renfroe, Manuel 

Margot and Austin Hedges all played their first full season in 2017. All three have room to grow at 

the plate -- specifically in regards to their on-base percentage. Plus, Stairs will be tasked with 

helping Wil Myers put a shaky '17 season in the rearview mirror. 
 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
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Urias, Naylor to rep Padres in Fall Stars 
Game 
AFL's marquee event to be broadcast on MLB 
Network, MLB.com Saturday at 8 p.m. ET 

By Jonathan Mayo / MLB.com | @JonathanMayo | October 30th, 2017  

 

For the past quarter-century, the Arizona Fall League has served as a springboard for players to 

leap up to the big leagues and reach stardom there. Since 2006, the AFL has gathered all of the 

future stars on one field for the Fall Stars Game. The rosters for this year's edition were announced 

on Monday and, as usual, they are jam packed with talent. 

 

The 12th edition of the Fall Stars Game will take place at Salt River Fields at 5 p.m. local time (8 p.m. 

ET) on Saturday and will be broadcast on MLB Network and streamed live on MLB.com. The 

collection of talent on the East and West teams currently includes a total of 10 members of 

MLBPipeline.com's Top 100 prospects list. 

 

Three of the top 10 prospects will be participating, starting with No. 2 overall prospect Victor 

Robles of the Nationals, the outfielder on the East squad who just joined the AFL after being on 

Washington's Division Series roster. Braves outfielder Ronald Acuna, the No. 5 prospect, will be in 

the opposing outfield, as will Astros prospect Kyle Tucker (No. 7). 

 

Pirates right-hander Mitch Keller is the highest-ranked pitching prospect in the AFL, and in the 

game as a member of the West. His Top 100 counterpart on the East is Yankees lefty Justus 

Sheffield. The other Top 100 prospects playing in the game are Brewers outfielder Corey Ray on 

the East, while the West roster has the Indians' Francisco Mejia, the Padres' Luis Urias, Yusniel 

Diaz of the Dodgers and Michael Chavis from the Red Sox. 

"It's an honor to come here and be recognized as one of the best here," Ray said. "It's an honor and a 

testament to the hard work I've put in and hopefully I'm an MLB All-Star one day. 

"You play against the talent and you admire because guys are really good so just to play against the 

guys and play with the guys and pick their brains. Hopefully I can take something from that game 

that will make me a better baseball player." 

http://www.twitter.com/JonathanMayo
http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/events/afl/index.jsp
https://www.mlb.com/
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017/
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/player/645302/victor-robles
http://m.mlb.com/player/645302/victor-robles
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/player/656954/justus-sheffield
http://m.mlb.com/player/656954/justus-sheffield
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/player/642336/francisco-mejia
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This kind of game isn't new for eight of the participants. That group played in the SiriusXM All-Star 

Futures Game in Miami this past July. In addition to Top 100 players Robles, Acuna, Tucker, Mejia 

(he also went in 2016) and Ray, Orioles lefty Tanner Scott, Astros first baseman Yordan 

Alvarez and Padres first baseman Josh Naylor played in that super-prospect game. Including 

Scottt, Alvarez and Naylor, there are 28 additional prospects not on the Top 100 list who are on 

their individual team's Top 30, helping to make the game one-stop shopping for prospect fans. 

 

"My first reaction was shocked," said Braden Bishop, No. 5 on the Mariners' Top 30. "I think 

anytime you can put yourself in this league alone, it's an honor. But then when you get named to 

something like that it definitely takes you back for a second. I'm honored and I think it's going to be 

a great experience." 

 

Final 2 Vote 

Fans have the opportunity to add even more talent to both rosters via the Fall League Final 2 Vote. 

Three players have been nominated for the East and West. The East choices are Billy 

McKinney and Estevan Florial from the Yankees (Florial would give the game one more Top 

100 and Futures Game player), as well as Angels first baseman Matt Thaiss. Options for the West 

are Indians first baseman Bobby Bradley, Royals shortstop Nicky Lopez and Rangers outfielder 

Yanio Perez. Voting concludes at 2 p.m. ET on Wednesday. 

 

This slightly different fall classic has a strong track record of predicting big league success. One 

Dodgers prospect who homered in last year's Fall Stars Game is currently playing in the World 

Series and is almost certainly going to be the National League Rookie of the Year. Yep, that would 

be Cody Bellinger. The 2015 edition of the game featured Yankees catcher Gary Sanchez, while 

current Major League stars like Francisco Lindor and Corey Seagerplayed in the game in 2014. 
 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/656945/tanner-scott
http://m.mlb.com/player/670541/yordan-alvarez
http://m.mlb.com/player/670541/yordan-alvarez
http://m.mlb.com/player/647304/josh-naylor
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sea
https://secure.mlb.com/mlb/events/afl/fallstars/form.jsp
http://m.mlb.com/player/641856/billy-mckinney
http://m.mlb.com/player/641856/billy-mckinney
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/player/641355/cody-bellinger
http://m.mlb.com/player/596142/gary-sanchez
http://m.mlb.com/player/596019/francisco-lindor
http://m.mlb.com/player/608369/corey-seager
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Cosart, Friedrich opt for free agency 
By AJ Cassavell / MLB.com | @AJCassavell | October 30th, 2017  

 

SAN DIEGO -- Scratch two names off the Padres' list of 2018 rotation candidates. 

Right-hander Jarred Cosart and left-hander Christian Friedrich -- both of whom underwent 

arthroscopic elbow surgery during the season -- cleared outright waivers and have opted for free 

agency, the club announced Monday. 

The moves don't come as much of a surprise, given that the Padres were going to be pressed for 40-

man roster space entering the offseason. Both Friedrich and Cosart were arbitration-eligible this 

year and were candidates to be non-tendered. 

Friedrich, 30, pitched 24 games for the Padres in 2016, posting a 4.80 ERA and 100 strikeouts in 

129 1/3 innings. He dealt with shoulder and elbow ailments in camp, and his '17 season stalled 

before it even began. After multiple rehab attempts, he opted for surgery on his left elbow in 

August. Friedrich is expected to be healthy by the start of Spring Training. 

Cosart, meanwhile, made seven appearances for the Padres this season. The 27-year-old righty 

allowed 13 earned runs in 24 innings, struggling mostly with his control. He walked 19 hitters, 

compared with just 15 strikeouts. In June, Cosart was shut down because of right elbow trouble, 

and he underwent surgery in July -- marking his second season in a row that ended with an elbow 

procedure. Like Friedrich, Cosart is expected to be healthy by camp. 

 

Both would've been longshots to make the Padres' 2018 rotation anyway. Clayton Richard is a 

lock, and Luis Perdomo and Dinelson Lamet are thought to be heavy favorites. That leaves two 

available places in the starting five, with Travis Wood, Matt Strahm, Robbie Erlin and Colin 

Rea set to compete for them. (Erlin and Rea are expected to be fully healthy for Spring Training 

after missing '17 due to Tommy John surgery.) 

 

The Padres will also look to sign at least two big league-caliber starting pitchers when free agency 

opens next week. A reunion with Jhoulys Chacin, who posted a 3.89 ERA in 32 starts this season, 

seems like a distinct possibility. 
 

  

http://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/543054/jarred-cosart
http://m.mlb.com/player/543184/christian-friedrich
http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo
http://m.mlb.com/player/659275/dinelson-lamet
http://m.mlb.com/player/475243/travis-wood
http://m.mlb.com/player/621381/matt-strahm
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/607067/colin-rea
http://m.mlb.com/player/607067/colin-rea
http://m.mlb.com/player/468504/jhoulys-chacin
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Padres Winter Report: 1B Naylor, 2B Urías 

to Play in Arizona Fall League All-

Star Game 

C Torrens has solid week in native Venezuela 

By Bill Center 

Twenty-year-old Padres infield prospects Josh Naylor and Luis Urías will be playing for the 
West team Saturday (Nov. 4) in the annual Arizona Fall League All-Star game. 

First baseman Naylor is hitting .315 in 13 games with four doubles, three homers and 13 RBIs. He 
has a .351 on-base percentage and a .555 slugging percentage for a .906 OPS. Naylor is tied for 
third in the AFL in homers and RBIs and tied for fifth in doubles. 

Second baseman Urías is hitting .333 in nine games with three doubles, two triples, four RBIs 
and six walks. He has a .432 on-base percentage and a .567 slugging percentage for a .999 OPS. 
Urías is tied for third in the AFL in triples and ranks sixth in both on-base percentage and OPS. 

Urías is the third-ranked prospect in the Padres’ minor league system by MLB Pipeline. He is 
ranked 55th among all minor league prospects. Naylor is the Padres’ 10th-ranked prospect. Both 
finished the 2017 season with Double-A San Antonio. 

The AFL All-Star Game will be played at Salt River Fields in the Scottsdale area and will be 
televised on the MLB network starting at 5 p.m. 

The Padres now have 23 players active in the Arizona Fall League plus the Dominican Republic, 
Venezuelan and Mexican winter leagues. 

Infielder Fernando Perez, who replaced Naylor at first base for Advanced Single-A Lake 
Elsinore last summer when Naylor was promoted to San Antonio, was 8-for-23 last week with 
Hermosillo in Mexico with a triple and a home run for four RBIs. A 24-year-old product of Otay 
Ranch High, Perez is hitting .356 in a dozen games with Hermosillo with three doubles, a triple 
and two homers for five RBIs. He has a 1.020 OPS off a .420 on-base percentage and a .600 
slugging percentage. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
http://m.padres.mlb.com/news/article/260022728/2017-afl-fall-stars-game-rosters-unveiled/
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Catcher Luis Torrens, 21, who spent the 2017 season with the Padres as a Rule 5 draftee last 
December, was 5-for-17 with a double, two RBIs and two runs scored in his native Venezuela last 
week. He is hitting .273 (15-for-55) after 15 games with two doubles and five RBIs. 

Right-handed pitcher Eric Yardley, 27, continued his strong start in the Dominican Republic. 
He picked up two wins in three, one-inning outings last week and now has a 0.00 earned run 
average after nine innings. He has allowed two hits and an unearned run with two walks and five 
strikeouts. 

Outfielder Rafael Ortega, 26, who spent the 2017 season with Triple-A El Paso, joined 
Anzoategui in Venezuela this past week and was 3-for-9 in his first three games with four walks 
and three runs scored. 

Shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr. and center fielder Franchy Cordero slowed last week after fast 
starts in the Dominican Republic. 

Tatis, 18, the Padres fourth-ranked prospect and the first overall pick in the Dominican 
Republic’s rookie entry draft, is 0-for-14 in his last four games with three walks and two runs 
scored. His overall average dropped to .250 (8-for-32) with two doubles, a homer and three RBIs. 
But he has drawn eight walks for a .415 on-base percentage and a .821 OPS. 

Cordero, 23, was 4-for-20 last week in the Dominican Republic with a double, two RBIs and a 
run scored as his batting average slipped to.292 (14-for-48). 

Shortstop Javier Guerra, 22, continued his strong start in the Arizona Fall League. He was 3-
for-9 in two games last week with a double, a RBI and three runs scored. Guerra is hitting .357 
(10-for-28) after seven games. 

Two pitchers continue with strong runs in the AFL. 

Eighteen-year-old right-hander Andres Munoz, who’s fastball has topped 100 mph, has 
allowed one run on three hits with one walk and seven strikeouts in five, one-inning appearances. 
He has a 1.80 ERA and a 0.80 WHIP (hits and walks per inning pitched). 

Left-hander Jerry Keel, 24, has a 0.00 ERA after seven innings in four appearances. He has 
allowed four hits and three walks with seven strikeouts. 
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Padres On Deck: Naylor Leads Short List of 

First Base Prospects 

But need is not pressing with Myers signed 

through 2022 

By Bill Center 

With Wil Myers committed to the Padres through 2022, the need for first base prospects isn’t 
one of the Padres greater needs. 

But the Padres have a top 10 prospect at first in 20-year-old Josh Naylor with another very 
interesting candidate in 6-foot-6, 250-pound Brad Zunica. 

Naylor finished the 2017 season at Double-A San Antonio and is currently off to a very fast start 
in the Arizona Fall League. Naylor along with second baseman Luis Urías will represent the 
Padres Saturday in the Arizona Fall League All-Star Game. Zunica, who turned 22 on Oct. 21, hit 
18 homers in 84 games for Single-A Fort Wayne last season. 

Elsewhere in the Padres system, first base was a mix-and-match position in 2017. 

Eight players started games at first for Triple-A El Paso this season with Christian 
Villanueva, Diego Goris and Jose Pirela making the most starts. Pirela, 27, spent most of 
the season (.288, 10 homers, 40 RBIs in 312 at-bats) with the Padres while playing left. 
Villanueva, 26, was 11-for-32 with four homers and seven RBIs in a late-season cameo with the 
Padres while playing third. 

Fernando Perez, 24, started the season as San Antonio’s first baseman and finished the year as 
the first baseman at Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore after Naylor was promoted from the Storm 
to the Missions. 

First base was also a platoon position at the Padres three short-season affiliates. 

But the pedigree of the 26-year-old Myers, the potential of Naylor and the power ceiling of Zunica 
gives the Padres ample depth at first. 

Naylor finished the 2017 season as the Padres’ 10th-ranked prospect — and №3 position player 
behind middle infielders Urías and Fernando Tatis Jr. — by MLB.com. 

https://twitter.com/MLBazFallLeague/status/925054422211731456
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
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Naylor, who came to the Padres with right-handed reliever Carter Capps in the July 29, 2016 
trade that sent starting pitcher Andrew Cashner to the Miami Marlins, is a six-foot, 225-pound 
left-handed hitter who was the Marlins’ first-round pick (12th overall) in the 2015 June draft. 

A native of Canada, Naylor hit .280 with a .346 on-base percentage and a .415 slugging 
percentage between Lake Elsinore and San Antonio. 

He opened the season as a 19-year-old with Lake Elsinore, where he hit .297 with eight homers 
and 45 RBIs in 72 games. He had a .361 on-base percentage at Lake Elsinore, where he also 
missed time due to facial injuries suffered on an errant pick-off throw to first. 

Naylor hit .250 with two homers and 19 RBIs in 42 games with San Antonio while being four 
years younger than the average age of players in the Texas League. 

Currently, Naylor is playing in the Arizona Fall League where he is hitting .340 (17-for-50) with 
four doubles, three homers and 13 RBIs in 12 games. Naylor is tied for second in the AFL in RBIs, 
tied for third in homers, tied for fifth in doubles and is sixth with a .600 slugging percentage. 

Zunica was the Padres 15th-round pick in the 2015 draft out of Manatee-Sarasota State College of 
Florida. He hit .250 with the TinCaps this season with a .361 on-base percentage and a .504 
slugging percentage for a .864 OPS. Zunica played in the Padres On Deck games at Petco Park at 
the end of September. 
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Rebuilding Padres hire Matt Stairs as 
hitting coach 
APOct 31, 2017 at 12:08p ET 

 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — The rebuilding San Diego Padres have hired Matt Stairs as their 
hitting coach. 

Stairs replaces Alan Zinter, who was fired on Sept. 1. Stairs is the Padres’ ninth 
hitting coach since Petco Park opened in 2004. 

The move was announced Monday. 

Stairs, 49, spent the 2017 season as the hitting coach for the Philadelphia Phillies, 
his first professional coaching position. He played parts of 19 seasons in the major 
leagues with 12 different franchises, including the Padres in 2010. 

General manager A.J. Preller says Stairs “possesses a true understanding of and 
passion for hitting.” 

Stairs is baseball’s career leader in pinch-hit home runs with 23 and ranks second in 
homers by a Canadian-born player with 265, trailing only Larry Walker (383). 

Stairs is perhaps best-known for a big homer that decided a playoff game, his pinch-
hit, two-run shot off Jonathan Broxton in Game 4 of the 2008 NL Championship 
Series at Dodger Stadium. 

 

https://www.foxsports.com/san-diego/story/rebuilding-padres-hire-matt-stairs-as-hitting-coach-103117

