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San Francisco Chronicle 
Giants beat Dodgers again in ninth after Nick Hundley, Yasiel Puig brawl 
Henry Schulman 
 
LOS ANGELES — Whatever happens Wednesday night, when the Giants play their final game of 
the year at Dodger Stadium, the August 2018 edition of the great rivalry will be remembered as 
the Nick Hundley series. 
 
He is among the funniest, most mild-mannered Giants in the clubhouse. On the field, he can be 
a beast. He showed it with his first pump when he hit the game-winning single in the ninth 
inning of the opener. He showed it again when he took on Yasiel Puig on Tuesday night, leading 
to a brawl that got very physical. 
 
This three-game set, which the Giants secured with a 2-1 victory, also might be remembered for 
the Dodgers asking the “America's Got Talent” folks to produce a contest to find a closer. 
 
Oh, and for two great and late Giants wins. 
 
They followed Monday’s four-run ninth by beating closer du jour Kenta Maeda on Alen 
Hansen’s two-out tie-breaking single in the ninth. Brandon Belt lumbered home from second 
base in his first game back from a knee injury. 
 
The knee held up fine. 
 
“I wasn’t running fast enough to hurt it anyway,” Belt said. “I felt like I was swimming under 
water.” 
 
The Giants won their third straight game. The brawl was a draw, with Puig and Hundley both 



ejected, to the Giants’ disbelief because Puig connected on Hundley three times, while the 
catcher only raised his hands to defend himself. 
 
“Their guy is the one who got physical,” manager Bruce Bochy said. “I don't understand what 
they came up with with Nick, but that’s what they came up with.” 
 
However, Hundley did start the altercation, verbally. 
 
The Giants led 1-0 on Hanson’s second-inning RBI single combined with six shutout innings from 
Andrew Suarez, who chucked aside five bad starts since the All-Star break. 
 
The fight began with two outs in the seventh when Puig fouled off a 1-1 Tony Watson pitch. 
Puig angrily tossed his bat in the air and caught it, as if to say, “I should have killed that ball,” 
something he often does — and did Monday night more than once facing Madison Bumgarner. 
 
As Puig stepped out of the box, Hundley jawed at him. 
 
“He told me to stop complaining and step back in the box,” Puig told L.A. writers. “He just kept 
coming after me and kept complaining. I wasn’t going to let them disrespect our house.” 
 
The two went chest to chest at the plate, and the benches emptied when Puig shoved Hundley 
twice. The scrum moved toward the screen, with Dodgers trying to hold back Puig and Hundley 
restrained by a Dodgers coach, George Lombard. 
 
This is the part that upset the Giants: Puig took one more shot at Hundley, swatting his mask, as 
the catcher’s hands were restrained. 
 
“I saw him coming,” Hundley said. “Unfortunately, I wasn't able to defend myself in that spot. I 
was tangled with somebody else. It’s up to the league to look at that and decide on discipline.” 
 
Hundley did not believe he did anything to warrant a suspension. Puig made it clear that if he 
does time, Hundley should as well. 
 
Hundley declined to reveal what was said. 
 
“That’s stuff that stays on the field,” he said. “We both made the choice to get in each other’s 
face. We made the choice to go at it.” 
 
The fight seemed to fire up both teams. The Dodgers, dead in the water offensively for seven 
innings, tied it 1-1 in the eighth against Sam Dyson on Justin Turner’s third double and Manny 
Machado’s first RBI hit since July 30, a single. 
 
The Giants let the Dodgers enjoy their run for one commercial break. Evan Longoria and Belt 
greeted Maeda with singles. Austin Slater botched his sacrifice attempt, resulting in an out at 



third, and Steven Duggar struck out before Hanson hit his winning single. 
 
Belt would have been toast had strong-armed Kiké Hernandez made a good throw, but it was 
high and wide, and the Giants led 2-1. 
 
Will Smith then saved his third consecutive game — Chapter 2 of the Hundley Series, Chapter 1 
of Hundley against Puig. 
 
“We’re all competitors here. We’re grown men,” Smith said. “Sometimes the blood gets flowing 
and stuff happens.” 
 
San Francisco Chronicle 
Giants’ Brandon Crawford (concussion protocol) sits despite feeling better 
Henry Schulman 
 
LOS ANGELES — The Giants’ medical staff forbids players from doing interviews while within 
the concussion protocol, so shortstop Brandon Crawford was not allowed Tuesday to discuss 
Monday night’s frightful collision with left fielder Gorkys Hernandez. 
 
Crawford’s demeanor told the story, however. He joked with reporters and invited them to 
observe that he was donning his batting gloves and grabbing his fielding glove to go outside for 
batting practice. 
 
Crawford might have dodged the concussion train that has rolled over this team far too often. 
Then again, the Giants have seen enough delayed symptoms in other players not to get too 
comfortable saying Crawford will be OK. 
 
He did not play Tuesday night, although manager Bruce Bochy had said Crawford might be 
available to hit if he could get through pregame work without a setback. 
 
“He’s doing a lot better today,” Bochy said. “It seems like he’s doing fine.” 
 
Crawford and Hernandez collided in short left field as they chased Clayton Kershaw’s blooper 
down the line in the fourth inning. Hernandez gave way and let Crawford attempt the catch, 
but when the ball fell, the outfielder instinctively moved forward to retrieve it. That’s when his 
leg slammed into Crawford’s head. 
 
Both went down and stayed down, although Crawford first was able to grab the ball and throw 
it to third to get Kershaw trying to stretch his RBI double into three bases. 
 
Crawford batted in the fifth after saying he was OK, but Bochy removed him upon the advice of 
head athletic trainer Dave Groeschner, who observed symptoms he now knows all too 
intimately. 
 



“You get to the point where you’ve got to err on the side of caution,” Bochy said. “Could he 
have gone back out there? Sure, he could have, but Groesch said it would be better to get him 
out.” 
 
Belt returns: The Giants activated first baseman Brandon Belt, a day short of four weeks after 
he sustained a bone bruise in his right knee running the bases in Seattle. Like Crawford, he 
began Tuesday’s game on the bench, but entered the game after catcher Nick Hundley was 
ejected during the melee in the bottom of the seventh. Belt, who singled in the ninth and 
scored the winning run, will start against lefty Hyun-Jin Ryu on Wednesday night. 
 
Briefly: The Giants optioned reliever Pierce Johnson to Triple-A to clear the spot for Belt. ... Will 
Smith, who recorded his 10th save Tuesday, is the Giants’ first left-hander with at least nine 
saves in a season since Dave Righetti had 24 in 1991. 
 
MLB.com  
Giants stay in hunt with another last-at-bat win 
Chris Haft 
 
LOS ANGELES -- The Giants pulled themselves away from ringside to record their second final-
at-bat victory over the Dodgers in two days, a 2-1 decision Tuesday that left the winners talking 
more seriously than ever about contending for a postseason spot. 
 
Starting at shortstop for Brandon Crawford, who rested to nurse the aches and pains he 
sustained in his collision with left fielder Gorkys Hernandez, Alen Hanson drove in both San 
Francisco runs with two-out singles, including the hit that sent home the go-ahead run off 
Kenta Maeda with the score tied, 1-1, in the ninth. 
 
The Giants staged their rally two innings after their catcher, Nick Hundley, and Dodgers 
outfielder Yasiel Puig emptied both teams' dugouts and bullpens with a brief, physical skirmish 
at home plate. Fighting is nothing new to the Giants, who have clawed and scratched all season 
to stay on the fringes of postseason contention. 
 
The Giants (61-60) climbed back above .500 and, in the process, heightened their anticipation 
for a strong stretch run. They still trail first-place Arizona by five games in the National League 
West standings, but they continued to pester the Dodgers, who lost their fifth consecutive 
game. 
 
"We've always thought we were right in it," said left-hander Will Smith, who converted his third 
save opportunity in as many days. 
 
Facing Maeda, Hanson kept in mind that Dodgers pitchers maintained the same approach to 
him all night. "They were throwing me off-speed stuff and fastballs late in the count," Hanson 
said through interpreter Erwin Higueros. 
 



So after Maeda missed with a curveball and a changeup, Hanson knew he would get a fastball. 
He did, and ripped it into center field on a hop. Brandon Belt, activated from the disabled list 
shortly before the game began, raced home. That is, he ran as fast as he could for a man who 
had missed 17 games with an injured right leg. 
 
"I kind of felt like I was running underwater," Belt said. 
 
Fortunately for him and the Giants, the throw came home a little wide, allowing Belt to score. 
 
Earlier, the Giants received an encouraging effort from Andrew Suarez, who shook off a brief 
slump to blank the Dodgers for six innings on just two hits. 
 
Suarez left the bases loaded in the first inning when he coaxed Cody Bellinger's comebacker. 
That seemed to empower Suarez, who retired 15 of the final 17 batters he faced. 
 
Suarez had looked somewhat dull lately, posting a 1-3 record with a 7.43 ERA while allowing 
seven home runs in his previous five starts. This time, the bite was back in his curveball and the 
life returned to his fastball. 
 
Suarez attributed his improvement to a mechanical adjustment. "I stayed closed with my front 
shoulder. That helped me get on top of the ball and keep it down," he said. 
 
Los Angeles had pulled even with two outs in the eighth against Sam Dyson as Justin Turner 
doubled and came home on Manny Machado's single. 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Belt's ninth-inning single often would get overlooked. But not by the Giants. It followed Evan 
Longoria's leadoff single and thus gave the Giants momentum. It also was Belt's first at-bat 
after missing 17 games with a hyperextended right knee. 
 
SOUND SMART 
Hanson plays sporadically, but also effectively. In 15 games since July 27, he's batting .317 (13-
for-41) with three runs, two doubles, two triples and seven RBIs. 
 
UP NEXT 
Derek Holland, the Giants' probable starter for Wednesday's 7:10 p.m. PT series finale at Los 
Angeles, has struggled against the Dodgers. The left-hander is 0-2 with a 6.08 ERA in three 
starts this year against Los Angeles. In two career starts at Dodger Stadium, he's 0-2 with a 4.50 
ERA. Holland will be opposed by Dodgers lefty Hyun-Jin Ryu. 
 
 
 
 
 



MLB.com 
Puig, Hundley tangle as benches clear in LA 
Chris Haft 
 
LOS ANGELES -- Those longtime antagonists, the Giants and Dodgers, renewed hostilities on 
Tuesday night with a benches-and-bullpens-clearing incident in the seventh inning of San 
Francisco's 2-1 win at Dodger Stadium. 
 
Los Angeles right fielder Yasiel Puig and San Francisco catcher Nick Hundley were ejected from 
the game for igniting the furor, which seemingly sprang from nowhere during Puig's at-bat. 
 
Puig had a 1-2 count when he appeared to express frustration at fouling off a Tony Watson 
pitch. Following that, he and Hundley began jawing at each other. Emotions skyrocketed 
quickly, as Puig pushed Hundley, who quickly responded with a shove. That's all it took for 
members of both teams to sprint toward home plate and hover threateningly around each 
other, except for the handful who actively tried to separate Puig and Hundley to prevent 
matters from escalating. 
 
Speaking through a Dodgers interpreter, Puig claimed that Hundley took issue with his self-
disgust. 
 
"When I missed the pitch, I knew that was the best pitch Watson was going to throw me, so I 
was a little upset," Puig said. "[Hundley] told me to stop complaining and get back into the box, 
and when I got into his face he told me to also get out of his face, so that's when I got upset." 
 
The disagreement could have stopped there. It didn't. 
 
"I didn't like that he was telling me what to do, and then he said some words to me in English 
that I really can't repeat," Puig said. "That's why I was upset." 
 
Hundley offered his explanation for the built-in tension. 
 
"We're competing on the field against a team we're chasing," he said. "They've been scuffling a 
little bit and we're trying to catch them. It's obviously a nice rivalry. We had some words, 
pushed a couple of times and you saw what happened. There's really nothing more to it than 
that." 
 
Hundley refused to divulge anything about his dialogue with Puig. 
 
"All the stuff that's said on the field, that'll be left out there," Hundley said. 
 
If Hundley regretted anything, it was inadvertently placing Dodgers third-base coach George 
Lombard in harm's way. Lombard entered the fray apparently to serve as a would-be 
peacemaker. Instead, he got thrown in a small cement mixer of bodies. 



 
"He was in there trying to break it up," Hundley said. "I think he got caught in my chest 
protector." 
 
This wasn't Puig's first confrontational experience with the Giants. He and San Francisco's ace, 
Madison Bumgarner, exchanged harsh words and cold stares in previous seasons. And just a 
night earlier, Bumgarner appeared to have an issue similar to Hundley's, seemingly taking some 
exception to Puig expressing frustration in the batter's box. 
 
"It doesn't happen with other teams, and it doesn't seem to happen when we're in San 
Francisco," Puig said. "It usually seems to happen when we're here, and I'm not going to let 
them act like that in our house." 
 
It was the fourth career ejection for both players. Neither had been tossed since 2015. 
 
MLB.com 
Bochy playing it safe with Crawford post-collision 
Chris Haft 
 
LOS ANGELES -- Opting to remain cautious, the Giants kept shortstop Brandon Crawford out of 
the lineup against the Dodgers on Tuesday, one day after he was shaken up in a collision with 
left fielder Gorkys Hernandez. 
 
"He's feeling pretty good," Giants manager Bruce Bochy said of Crawford, who absorbed a blow 
to the head from Hernandez's knee as they tumbled over each other while pursuing Clayton 
Kershaw's fourth-inning pop fly. 
 
Though Crawford appeared to have avoided serious injury, Bochy had no intention of starting 
him. Bochy was uncertain whether Crawford would be available to pinch-hit. 
 
Dating back to 2006, when catcher Mike Matheny sustained a career-ending concussion from 
absorbing the impact of too many foul tips, the Giants have exercised extreme caution with 
players who might have the slightest hint of concussion symptoms. 
 
Crawford, 31, has remained among the most durable Giants since he became their regular 
shortstop in 2012, averaging 148 games per season. Entering Tuesday, he had appeared in 115 
of San Francisco's 120 games, second only to Andrew McCutchen's 116. 
 
• As expected, the Giants activated first baseman Brandon Belt from the 10-day disabled list 
shortly before Tuesday's game. Right-hander Pierce Johnson was optioned to Triple-A 
Sacramento to clear roster room for Belt, who missed 17 games with a hyperextended right 
knee. San Francisco posted an 8-9 record in those games. 
 



• According to Baseball Info Solutions, catcher Nick Hundley became the first Giant since 1958 
to record a go-ahead hit against the Dodgers with San Francisco trailing in the ninth inning or 
later with the bases loaded and two outs. 
 
NBC Sports Bay Area 
Brawl notes: Giants confused by Hundley's ejection, umpire explanation 
Alex Pavlovic 
 
LOS ANGELES — When Major League Baseball eventually comes for the umpires, replacing 
them with pitch-tracking technology, perhaps they’ll explain the switch with a simple phrase. 
 
“Watch the tape.” 
 
That’s about all Eric Cooper had to say late Tuesday night when a pool reporter asked why Nick 
Hundley had been ejected despite not throwing any punches at Yasiel Puig.  
 
“Watch the tape,” Cooper said. “You’ll see why he had to be ejected.” 
 
Well, not really. First of all, Hundley was wearing a catcher’s mask, so it was hard to tell what he 
was saying to Puig. Hundley and Puig went face-to-face, but it was Puig who twice shoved 
Hundley, with the catcher reaching out both times to block the move. The Giants were baffled 
that Hundley was ejected after a long conversation between the umpires.  
 
“I don’t get it, either, to be honest,” manager Bruce Bochy said. “We’ll see what the (umpires) 
report says. You’re going to defend yourself.” 
 
Hundley said he’s not concerned about any discipline from the league. 
 
“I was defending myself. He was defending himself. I don’t see why it should go any further 
than that,” he said.  
 
--- This fight escalated quickly but there wasn’t actually much action, with one exception. As 
Hundley was being held back, Puig ran back in, threw a few teammates out of the way, and 
tried to punch Hundley. He ended up slapping his mask with an open hand as Hundley was 
being held back.  
 
“I saw him coming,” Hundley said. “Unfortunately I wasn’t able to defend myself in that spot, 
being tangled up with someone else. The league will look at that. That’s something that’s up to 
the league to discipline somebody. That’s not my job to enforce any behavioral things.” 
 
--- Hundley was held back, and essentially tackled, by first base coach George Lombard. He later 
came out onto the top step of the dugout and had a brief conversation with Lombard. Hundley 
said he was checking to make sure Lombard didn’t get hurt in the altercation.  
 



--- Lost in all that, Andrew Suarez had his best start in over a month. Suarez gave up some loud 
contact, but threw six shutout innings. He got all four strikeouts with his fastball and said that 
was the plan.  
 
“I’ve noticed a lot of teams are spitting on my sliders lately,” he said.  
 
Suarez went heavy with the heater in two-strike counts and had a big night. He also won 
bragging rights. Suarez and Manny Machado have been playing on the same fields since they 
were eight, and while Machado hit the ball hard twice, he didn’t get a hit off Suarez. 
 
NBC Sports Bay Area 
Nick Hundley fights Yasiel Puig in another heated chapter of Giants-Dodgers rivalry 
Alex Pavlovic 
 
LOS ANGELES — About 30 minutes before every game he starts, Nick Hundley goes out onto 
the field by himself, his uniform already on underneath a black hoodie. He walks out to the 
nearest foul line and then takes off on a dead sprint, legs and arms pumping as he heads 
towards the center field wall.  
 
It’s Hundley’s way of getting the juices flowing, getting his muscles and mind ready for the night 
ahead. He’s locking in, transforming from the mild-mannered, humorous, humble teammate 
into the man who will control most of the action.  
 
On the surface, Hundley is just about the last Giant you would ever expect to get into an on-
field altercation. But watch him sprint towards the wall and you’ll see the intensity that has 
carried him this deep into his career. It takes a special breed to be a catcher, and in the seventh 
inning Tuesday, Hundley showed that fire that’s so tucked away before and after starts.  
 
Yasiel Puig fouled a pitch off that he felt he should have crushed. As he does, Puig reacted 
angrily. He flipped the bat in the air and grabbed it emphatically, showing all 46,000 at Dodger 
Stadium that he felt he should have tied the game. Hundley wasn’t pleased, and let Puig know 
that he should dig back into the box. The two came face-to-face, and then shoves were 
exchanged. This rivalry had another heated chapter, with both benches and bullpens clearing 
and Puig getting in one open-handed shot to Hundley’s mask before order was restored.  
 
Afterward, in a clubhouse buzzing over the mini-brawl and 2-1 win over the Dodgers, Hundley 
was as calm as could be. He said it was a good game between rivals, one chasing the other in 
the standings. He said it was not a big deal. He would not say what he said to set Puig off.  
 
"That's stuff that's said on the field and that'll be left out there,” Hundley said.  
 
Here, once again, Puig disagreed with the Giants. It was not hard to see that Hundley took 
offense to Puig’s reaction to missing a Tony Watson pitch down the middle. Puig confirmed it. 
 



“I knew that was the best pitch that Watson was going to throw me, so I was a little upset,” he 
told reporters. “He told me to stop complaining and get back in the box. When I got in his face, 
he told me to get out of his face, so that’s when I got upset with him. I didn’t like that he was 
telling me what to do, and then he said some words to me in English that I really can’t repeat.” 
 
This is not the first time the Giants and Puig have gotten into it. It likely won’t be the last. But 
this disagreement came with a twist. Puig and Hundley were ejected, setting off a chain of 
events that helped the Giants win the game after Sam Dyson gave a run back in the eighth.  
 
Buster Posey moved from first to catcher to replace Hundley. Brandon Belt, fresh off the 
disabled list, took Posey’s spot at first. Two innings later, Belt singled off Kenta Maeda and 
came around on Alen Hanson’s single, scoring the winning run. 
 
Fifty-five minutes after Puig shoved Hundley, the Giants streamed out onto the field for 
handshakes. A few minutes later, they were celebrating in the clubhouse. This was as loud as 
it’s been after a game all season long for a team that improved to 61-60, got within three of the 
Dodgers, and stayed five back of the Diamondbacks.  
 
“That should bring us even closer together,” Hundley said. “This is a tight-knit group. We’ll feed 
off that. What a great win.” 
 
It started with six strong innings from rookie Andrew Suarez. When the field cleared and 
Hundley and Puig headed back to their respective clubhouses, the Dodgers rallied and tied it on 
Manny Machado’s single. For a second straight night, the Giants beat a Dodgers reliever in the 
ninth. This time it was Kenta Maeda, supposedly the solution for the Dodgers’ woes. Hanson 
smoked a single up the middle and Belt, who just missed 17 games with a hyperextended knee, 
rumbled home. Kiké Hernandez has a strong arm in center, and Hanson admitted later that he 
was worried when he saw Hernandez scoop the ball on one bounce.  
 
“I noticed Belt rounding third when the throw was coming in,” Hanson said through interpreter 
Erwin Higueros. “Luckily for us, he made a bad throw.” 
 
The throw was high and Yasmani Grandal couldn’t glove it. Belt slid in safely. He said later that 
he felt like he was running underwater in his first game back. He also insisted that his knee feels 
fine.  
 
“I wasn’t moving fast enough to make it hurt anyway,” Belt said.  
 
With that, he headed for the bus. The clubhouse was still energetic and players smiled as they 
walked past Hundley’s locker. The Giants came here with a very realistic shot of being 
permanently banished from the NL West race. Instead, they’re right back within striking 
distance, and they got to get their juices flowing, too.  
 



“Two very good games, great games, to come in here and get a couple of wins,” manager Bruce 
Bochy said. “I couldn’t be prouder of them.” 
 
NBC Sports Bay Area 
Giants push and shove their way past Dodgers with another ninth-inning rally 
Alex Pavlovic 
 
LOS ANGELES — The Giants and Dodgers have scratched and clawed for every advantage in this 
series. For a few seconds Tuesday night, they even exchanged shoves and one ill-advised slap.  
 
Nick Hundley and Yasiel Puig cleared the benches and bullpens with a brief shoving match in 
the seventh, and neither was around for the end of this one. From the visiting clubhouse, 
Hundley watched Alen Hanson drive Brandon Belt in with two outs in the top of the ninth, 
giving the Giants a 2-1 win. They have taken both games of this series.  
 
This one was tense throughout, but in the end the Giants got a bit closer in a jumbled NL West. 
They picked up another game on the Dodgers, who now sit in third place, just three games 
ahead of the Giants. Here are the details …  
 
—- The benches cleared with two outs in the seventh. Puig fouled a pitch off and reacted with 
disgust, and it appeared Hundley said something to him. Puig and Hundley exchanged words 
and Puig shoved Hundley a couple of times before players from both sides rushed in to break it 
up. Puig rushed back at Hundley and got one shot to his mask before getting pulled away for 
good.   
 
—- Andrew Suarez had his best start in more than a month, throwing six shutout innings. He 
allowed just two hits, although several lasers found gloves. Suarez struck out four, with the 
payoff pitch coming on a fastball each time.  
 
—- The Giants have had a rough go against Alex Wood this year, but they did a good job of 
knocking him out early-ish. Wood gave up a run in the second on Alen Hanson’s single with two 
on but otherwise was sharp. But he was done after five, having thrown 92 pitches.  
 
—- When Hundley was ejected, Buster Posey moved behind the plate and Belt returned from 
the DL in a very odd way. Belt singled up the middle in his first at-bat back and scored the 
winning run. 
 
NBC Sports Bay Area 
Giants get good news on Brandon Crawford, get Brandon Belt back on roster 
Alex Pavlovic 
 
LOS ANGELES — The Brandons were both at Dodger Stadium on Tuesday, but neither one was 
in the lineup for the second game of a series with the Dodgers.  
 



Brandon Crawford was doing much better a day after going in the concussion protocol and 
avoided a trip to the disabled list, but the Giants wanted to give him a full day off to recover. 
Brandon Belt was activated after missing 17 games with a hyperextended knee, but Bruce 
Bochy went with Buster Posey at first base and Nick Hundley, Monday’s star, behind the plate.  
 
Belt is expected to return to his everyday role as soon as Wednesday, with Austin Slater sliding 
over to left. As for Crawford, the Giants are being cautious, and with another day off on 
Thursday, they can stretch this out a bit. They did get good news, though, as Crawford was able 
to go through a full pre-game workout Tuesday with no apparent issues. He took BP on the field 
with his teammates.  
 
“He’s feeling a lot better,” Bochy said. “We’re still not going to play him (tonight).” 
 
Crawford ran into Gorkys Hernandez on Monday as the two chased a pop-up down the left field 
line. Hernandez stayed in the game and was feeling fine Tuesday.  
 
To clear a roster spot for Belt, the Giants optioned right-hander Pierce Johnson back to Triple-A 
Sacramento. 
 
The Athletic 
Divide and conquer: Will this latest spat with Yasiel Puig rally the Giants clubhouse? 
Andrew Baggarly 
 
LOS ANGELES — The confession was made hundreds of miles from the cauldron of Dodger 
Stadium and several months after the fact. In the more relaxed atmosphere of spring training, 
Madison Bumgarner came clean. 
 
The Giants were flagging in September 2016. They had the best record in baseball at the All-Star 
break but had foundered to the point where they threatened to slip out of the NL wild card 
game. Bumgarner knew the clubhouse energy and intensity needed to change. The players 
needed something that would galvanize them and remind them that they were striving for the 
same goal. 
 
When you seek to forge an “us vs. them” mentality, sometimes it’s more effective to work on 
the “them” part. And the Giants are never so against the world as when they step into Dodger 
Stadium. 
 
Bumgarner needed a mark. He picked the obvious one. All it took was a few seconds of 
lingering eye contact with Yasiel Puig on a play down the first base line. Tempers flared and 
benches cleared. By design, the Giants threw no punches. 
 
It was artificial instigation. And maybe it served its purpose. The Giants lost that night but won 
eight of their final 12 games to gain entry to the wild card game at Citi Field, where Bumgarner 
lassoed the New York Mets. 



 
Against this backdrop, and several other verbal spats between Puig and the Giants over the 
years, we present you with the seventh inning Tuesday night in Chavez Ravine. 
 
Catcher Nick Hundley appeared to take exception when Puig clapped his bat in an apparent act 
of frustration after fouling off a pitch from left-hander Tony Watson. Puig and Hundley went 
face to mask. Puig pushed once, then twice. Benches cleared. In the tangle of bodies, Puig 
pushed aside Dodgers manager Dave Roberts like a linebacker shedding a punter and lunged 
over the top of base coach George Lombard while landing an open-handed slap to Hundley’s 
facemask. 
 
When it was over, umpires ejected both Puig and Hundley. 
 
Before the night was over, the Giants lost their one-run lead in the eighth, Alen Hanson 
provided them with another in the ninth and Will Smith pitched for a third consecutive day 
while saving an emotionally charged 2-1 victory. 
 
It was a fourth-place team defeating a third-place team. More than that, to the Giants, it was 
“us vs. them” again. 
 
“We’re all responsible for our own choices and we both made the choice to get in each other’s 
face and we both made the choice to go at it, you know?” Hundley said. “Each team had each 
other’s backs. I was proud of our guys. They were in there in a heartbeat. That’s something 
that’s gonna bring us even closer together. This is a tight knit group. We’ll feed off that, and 
what a great win.” 
 
Puig’s partial reaction, through his interpreter: “It doesn’t happen with other teams, and it 
doesn’t seem to happen when we’re in San Francisco. … I’m not going to let them act like that 
in our house.” 
 
It’s a bit much to suggest the Giants were baiting their favorite hook yet again in order to bring 
their clubhouse together. The timing was all wrong, for one. The Giants led 1-0 in the seventh 
inning and that’s no time to get thrown out of a ballgame. 
 
But the Giants have spent a season running the air conditioner while leaving the porch slider 
wide open. Any positive energy, any momentum they managed to generate kept getting 
discharged with the next game or the next series. They still have time to fight for something. 
But they have to get their house in order. Some doors must be slammed shut. 
 
And lest anyone forget, not everyone on the roster has three World Series rings, or even one. 
Hundley secured a major personal milestone earlier this month, when he achieved 10 years of 
major league service time. He is as intense and principled a competitor as you’ll find in the 
league. And his postseason experience is limited to five games in 2014, when the Baltimore 



Orioles picked him up at midseason and made it as far as a sweep at the hands of the Kansas 
City Royals in the ALCS. 
 
Hundley is 34. Don’t try telling him the Giants should’ve quit on the season at the trade 
deadline. 
 
When Hundley stood on first base in Monday night’s victory, moments after his pinch single 
with two outs in the ninth erased a one-run deficit, he turned toward the dugout. He didn’t 
flash funny hand signals or revel in his accomplishment or yell “heck yeah.” He chose two other 
words, instead, and delivered them with an intense and imploring glare: “Let’s go.” 
 
He carried that intensity into Tuesday’s game, when he guided Andrew Suárez through some 
fortunately directed hard contact while the rookie left-hander held the Dodgers to two hits in 
six shutout innings. He also singled in the second inning to help set up Hanson’s first RBI hit. 
 
And when Hundley drew a two-out walk in the sixth, he surprised his own dugout when he took 
off for second base on a pitch to Austin Slater. The Dodgers threw him out, and Slater lingered 
in the batter’s box while looking down at third base coach Ron Wotus. Perhaps Slater missed a 
sign? But no. Hundley, frisky as a colt, went on his own. 
 
His night ended with the incident in the seventh, and although he appeared to be caught off 
guard when plate umpire Eric Cooper informed him of his ejection, he did not cry foul after the 
game. 
 
“If you get in a brawl, you probably put yourself on the mercy of their decisions,” said Hundley, 
who watched the remainder of the game on television. “It was tough being in the clubhouse 
watching it, you know, because you want to be in the game and you want to finish. But I made 
choices that didn’t allow me to. 
 
“It’s probably the hardest I’ve rooted all year for a win, and we got it done. Smitty came in and 
slammed the door. What a great clutch hit by Alen. I mean, we’re picking each other up and this 
is one of those things that can springboard us to a nice little run.” 
 
The Giants lost the lead in the eighth when Sam Dyson, whom Bruce Bochy trusted in a setup 
role over a rested Reyes Moronta, gave up a two-out double to Justin Turner followed by a 
single to Manny Machado. The Giants weren’t going to intentionally walk the potential go-
ahead run. But with first base open, Dyson had room to nibble around one of the league’s most 
dangerous hitters. Instead, he threw a first-pitch Salisbury steak over the plate. 
 
But the Giants answered in the ninth. Evan Longoria started the rally with a leadoff single 
against Kenta Maeda and Hundley’s spot, now occupied by Brandon Belt, was next. Hundley’s 
ejection had resulted in Buster Posey moving behind the plate and Belt, who was activated 
from the disabled list prior to the game, entering as the first baseman. 
 



Belt hadn’t faced big league pitching since he hyperextended his knee on July 25, and he had 
been in a 1-for-31 slump before sustaining the injury in Seattle. But in his return, he whistled a 
single just beyond the reach of the Dodgers’ shifted infield. 
 
Slater failed to advance the runners while bunting too firmly into a forceout at third base — the 
kind of execution mistakes the Giants have made too often this season. But Hanson’s two-out 
single, along with a high throw from center fielder Kiké Hernández, provided absolution. 
 
The Dodgers’ own failure to execute cost them as catcher Yasmani Grandal couldn’t come down 
with the high throw and Belt labored home from second base. 
 
Did his knee survive the stomp to the plate? 
 
“Oh, it was fine,” Belt said. “I wasn’t moving fast enough to make it hurt, anyway.” 
 
“I was thinking, ‘I hope he bobbled it.’ I didn’t know what was happening. I knew I wasn’t 
moving very fast. I felt like I was running underwater.” 
 
Now it is time to sink or swim. The Giants remained five games behind the Arizona 
Diamondbacks and four behind the Colorado Rockies but crept within three games of the 
Dodgers while potentially besetting them with even more self-doubt. 
 
Perhaps the Giants will not conquer the NL West. For now, it does not hurt to do some dividing. 
 
Try to put yourself in the mind of any Dodgers player or coach as they ventured onto the field, 
risking potential injury, while defending the honor of a reactive and easily provoked teammate 
that they themselves have had issues with in the past. Brawls can lead to dissension among a 
team’s ranks, too. (See: Strickland, Hunter.) 
 
“We’re competing on the field against a team we’re chasing,” Hundley said. “They’ve been 
scuffling a little bit and we’re trying to catch them. It’s obviously a nice rivalry. We had some 
words, pushed a couple times and you saw what happened. There’s really nothing more than 
that.” 
 
As Hundley sees it, there should be nothing more in the way of discipline from the league. He 
didn’t throw a punch. At worst, he tried to swat away Puig’s arm as he was shoved a second 
time. 
 
Cooper gave a worthless answer to pool reporter Fabian Ardaya about what Hundley did to 
warrant being ejected, saying, “Watch the tape. You’ll see.” 
 
These were the full comments from home-plate umpire and crew chief Eric Cooper on tonight’s 
altercation between Yasiel Puig and Nick Hundley. 
 



Bochy didn’t need to see the tape, saying, “It’s no question their guy is the guy who got 
physical.” 
 
That included a swing at Hundley while the Giants catcher was tied up by one of the Dodgers’ 
coaches — a fact that Bochy made sure to mention to reporters. 
 
“Unfortunately, I wasn’t able to defend myself in that spot,” Hundley said. “I got tangled up 
with somebody else. The league will look at that. So that’s something that’s up to the league to 
discipline. It’s not my job to enforce any behavior.” 
 
To influence it? Especially within your own clubhouse? Perhaps. 


