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Eric Hosmer's intangibles, 
power potential could 
intrigue Padres 
Dennis Lin  

Missing a nine-figure contract in their history, the Padres are a severe underdog to sign Eric 
Hosmer, but their interest in the free-agent first baseman extends beyond the cursory level. San 
Diego has inquired about Hosmer, knowing it would take a franchise-record offer to even be 
considered. 

Hosmer is appealing not only because of his age and left-handedness, but also because he is 
viewed as possessing rare intangibles. Throughout his seven-season run with the Kansas City 
Royals, the 28-year-old was a bilingual leader and a uniting personality amid consecutive trips 
to the World Series. 

The Padres may intend to explore whether those intangibles include a willingness to adapt. As 
noted by FanGraphs’ Travis Sawchik, Hosmer has succeeded offensively yet battled 
inconsistency while elevating fewer pitches than the vast majority of his peers. In 2017, he 
posted career-best numbers despite a launch angle of 3.8 degrees. (The league average was three 
times larger). A season earlier, he rated just above replacement level while exhibiting similar 
ground-ball tendencies. 

Hosmer appears aware he has eschewed one of this era’s most popular movements. 

“You look at the averages and all that, it’s definitely better with the ball in the air,” he told the 
Kansas City Star in April. “Most guys, especially power hitters, are trying to hit the ball in the air. 
Our stadium is playing a little different, it’s bigger out there, but still, somebody in my spot in 
the lineup, and type of hitter I am, I should definitely be trying to hit the ball in the air.” 

Whether Hosmer is truly willing to alter his approach could play a sizable role in his free agency. 
Are suitors bidding for a 25-homer hitter or a player who retains untapped power potential? The 
historically spendthrift Padres and other teams must contemplate the answer to that question. 

 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-eric-hosmer-interest-free-agent-20171113-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/kansas-city-royals-ORSPT000014-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/kansas-city-royals-ORSPT000014-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/world-series-15007006-topic.html
https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/the-eric-hosmer-dilemma/
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Padres FanFest to return 
Jan. 13 
Dennis Lin  

The Padres announced that FanFest, the team’s fan-centric offseason event, will return to Petco 
Park on Jan. 13. 

The event, scheduled to run from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., will include annual traditions, including 
player autographs, Q&A sessions and the Padres Foundation garage sale. 

The Jan. 13 date represents a departure from the last three years, when the Padres, partly due to 
offseason events such as Monster Jam, hosted FanFest just before the start of the regular 
season. Monster Jam is scheduled to return to Petco Park on Feb. 3. 

FanFest tickets are complimentary and available for redemption at padres.com/fanfest. Parking 
is free of charge on a first-come, first-served basis. More event details will be released later. 

 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.mlb.com/padres/fans/fanfest
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Padres announce 2018 
spring training schedule 
Dennis Lin  

The Padres’ 25th spring in Peoria, Ariz., will begin just under three months from now. 

Pitchers and catchers report to the Peoria Sports Complex on Feb. 14, with their first workout 
scheduled for the next day. Full-squad workouts start Feb. 19. 

The complete spring training schedule, announced Wednesday, consists of 31 games in Arizona, 
beginning with the annual charity contest against Seattle on Feb. 23. The Padres will also face 
the Mariners in their Cactus League finale on March 25. 

San Diego’s preseason concludes March 26 with an exhibition against its Triple-A affiliate in El 
Paso, Texas. The Padres previously visited Southwest University Park for an exhibition before 
the 2016 season. 

The Padres will open the regular season March 29 by hosting the Milwaukee Brewers at Petco 
Park. 

Tickets for spring training games in Peoria go on sale Dec. 6 and can be purchased on the 
Padres’ website. The full schedule, also available at padres.com, is below: 

• Feb. 23: Mariners, 1:10 p.m. 
• Feb. 24: at Athletics 
• Feb. 25: at Angels 
• Feb. 26: Angels, 1:10 p.m. 
• Feb. 27: at Mariners 
• Feb. 28: Dodgers, 1:10 p.m. 
• March 1: at Rangers 
• March 2: Royals, 1:10 p.m. 
• March 3: at Athletics 
• March 4: Athletics, 1:10 p.m. (split squad) 
• March 4: at White Sox (split squad) 
• March 5: Diamondbacks, 6:40 p.m. 
• March 6: at Royals 
• March 7: at Giants 
• March 8: at Cubs 
• March 9: White Sox, 1:10 p.m. 
• March 10: Indians, 1:10 p.m. 
• March 11: at Giants 
• March 12: at Royals 
• March 13: Cubs, 1:10 p.m. 
• March 15: Giants, 6:40 p.m. 
• March 16: Royals, 1:10 p.m. 
• March 17: at Diamondbacks 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/seattle-mariners-ORSPT000026-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/milwaukee-brewers-ORSPT000016-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/oakland-athletics-ORSPT000021-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/arizona-diamondbacks-ORSPT000002-topic.html
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• March 18: at Dodgers 
• March 20: Reds, 6:40 p.m. 
• March 21: at White Sox 
• March 22: at Indians 
• March 23: Rangers, 6:40 p.m. 
• March 24: at Reds 
• March 25: Mariners, 12:10 p.m. 
• March 26: at Triple-A El Paso, 6:35 p.m. (Southwest University Park) 
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Padres eye reunions with Stammen, 
Chacin 
Returns for free-agent righties on San Diego's 
offseason radar 

By AJ Cassavell / MLB.com | @AJCassavell | November 16th, 2017  

 

ORLANDO, Fla. -- The Padres are hoping to reunite with a pair of right-handers this offseason in 

reliever Craig Stammen and starter Jhoulys Chacin. 

The two revitalized their careers in San Diego in 2017. Now free agents, both remain squarely on 

the Padres' radar for '18 as well. 

"Both guys had good experiences with the Padres," general manager A.J. Preller said earlier this 

week from the General Managers Meetings in Orlando. "Both guys expressed interest when the 

season ended of potentially trying to re-sign with us and playing in San Diego. 

"From our standpoint, it's about seeing how the next couple weeks play out. They're two guys we 

have interest in bringing back. We've got to see if we line up financially." 

That's where things get tricky. Both Chacin and Stammen had enough success in 2017 that they 

could warrant multiyear deals on the open market. 

With a stockpile of arms at Double-A San Antonio, the Padres probably aren't looking to commit 

long-term to a starter. Instead, they'll likely take the same tack as last offseason, when they signed 

Chacin and three other starters to one-year deals. 

The same probably holds true in the 'pen, where San Diego thinks highly of its youngsters. Stammen 

is entering his age-34 season. 

The Padres' front office has considered committing two years to Chacin and/or Stammen. But that's 

probably only if the second year is discounted. 

http://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/468504/jhoulys-chacin
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There were more than a few similarities between the two veteran right-handers last season. Both 

struggled to stay healthy before joining San Diego. But they proved their health in 2017, while 

outperforming expectations. Both were lauded for their clubhouse influence as well. 

In 32 starts, Chacin posted a 3.89 ERA with a career-high 153 strikeouts. His 1.79 home ERA was 

the fourth lowest in Petco Park's history -- which could give the Padres an upper hand toward re-

signing him. 

Stammen, meanwhile, got off to a rough start, posting an 8.49 ERA in April. He turned that around, 

emphatically, with a 2.24 mark in the final five months. Stammen served in numerous roles, thriving 

most when he entered games with men on base. 

Even if they ultimately decide to return to San Diego, both Stammen and Chacin will explore their 

free-agent options first. 

"It's a competitive marketplace, and those guys performed well," Preller said. "Other teams are 

going to take note of that, too. We've got to see how the next couple weeks play out." 
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Padres announce spring home schedule 
 

By AJ Cassavell / MLB.com | @AJCassavell | November 15th, 2017  

 

Spring is coming. 

On Wednesday, the Padres unveiled their 2018 Spring Training home schedule, with pitchers and 

catchers set to report to the Peoria Sports Complex on Feb. 14. The first full-squad workout is slated 

for Feb. 19, and the first game will take place at home on Feb. 23 against the Mariners. 

In fact, the Friars begin and end their Cactus League slate with games against the Mariners, their 

neighbors at the Peoria Sports Complex. Following their game on March 25, the Padres will head to 

El Paso for an exhibition game against the Chihuahuas, their Triple-A affiliate. That game is slated 

for 6:35 p.m. PT on March 26. 

Highlights from the schedule include home games against the National League West-rival Dodgers 

on Feb. 28 and the Giants on March 15. 

The schedule includes off-days on March 14 and 19. Following their game in El Paso, the Padres will 

return to San Diego with a two-day respite before opening the season against the Brewers on March 

29 at Petco Park. San Diego won't face the Brewers during Cactus League play. 

This spring marks the Padres' 25th season in Peoria, and tickets for all games at the Peoria Sports 

Complex go on sale Dec. 6. 
 

  

http://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
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Lockett finishes strong as Peoria clinches 
West 
By Jim Callis / MLB.com | @JimCallisMLB | November 16th, 2017  

 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Similar to the rest of his pro career, Walker Lockett's Arizona Fall League 

experience didn't go as well as he hoped at the start. But he battled through and came up with his 

best start of the season when it mattered most. 

Lockett allowed just one run and three baserunners in six innings, leading the Peoria Javelinas to a 

4-1 victory over the Scottsdale Scorpions on Wednesday night. Peoria (17-12) clinched the West 

Division with the victory and will play the Mesa Solar Sox (16-12-1) on Saturday for the AFL 

championship. MLB Network and MLB.com will broadcast that game live at 3 p.m. ET. 

The Glendale Desert Dogs had won six straight games to stay alive in the West and keep the 

pressure on the Javelinas. Lockett said the division race was on his mind when he took the mound 

for his final Fall League start. 

"If you don't like to win, then you're in the wrong sport," Lockett said. "If we're going to be here, we 

might as well win a ring." 

After posting a 7.71 ERA in his first four starts for Peoria, Lockett allowed two runs in five innings 

last Thursday against Mesa and was even better against Scottsdale. He was able to spot his 87-88 

mph cutter to both sides of the plate and set it up with a sinker that reached 94 mph, throwing 55 of 

his 84 pitches for strikes. 

Lockett said he was pleased to finish the AFL on a positive note. 

"Obviously the first couple didn't go the way I would have hoped," he said. "But it's definitely a good 

feeling going out on top with a couple of quality starts. 

"Just feeling more comfortable as I went on, I was able to get into a groove. I'm the type of guy who, 

if I can stay ahead, keep hitters off balance, it's going to go good for me. I think I was able to do that 

in the last couple." 

http://www.twitter.com/JimCallisMLB
http://m.mlb.com/player/621141/walker-lockett
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A fourth-round pick out of Providence High (Jacksonville, Fla.) in 2012, Lockett battled finger and 

shoulder injuries while going 4-7 with a 4.94 ERA and working just 118 1/3 innings over his first 

four seasons in pro ball. He cleaned up his mechanics and improved his sinker and cutter while 

racing from low Class A to Triple-A in 2016. 

Lockett was starting to push for his first big league promotion this year at Triple-A El Paso when he 

hurt his back at the end of May. He made four rehab starts in Rookie ball at the end of the regular 

season, pitched well in the Pacific Coast League playoffs and joined Peoria to get some more innings. 

Blue Jays outfielder Jonathan Davis and Padres No. 3 prospect Luis Urias provided most of the 

offensive support for Lockett against the Scorpions. Davis went 3-for-4 with two RBIs while Urias 

went 2-for-4 with a pair of runs and an RBI. 
 

  

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
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Padres get Competitive Balance pick in 
Draft 
By Jonathan Mayo / MLB.com | @JonathanMayo | November 16th, 2017  

 

With the conclusion of the 2017 regular season, the preliminary order for the 2018 Draft took some 

shape, thanks to the reverse order of the standings. The Tigers and Giants finished tied with the 

worst record in the Major Leagues last season, but Detroit was awarded the No. 1 pick in the 2018 

Draft by virtue of having a lower winning percentage in 2016. 

After the Tigers and Giants, the next eight picks go to the Phillies, White Sox, Reds, Mets, Padres, 

Braves, A's and Pirates. 

 

Next up to determine Draft order will be what happens with qualifying-offer free agentssigning 

deals. That will have some impact on what the first round beyond those top picks looks like. The 

deadline for the nine free agents who were offered qualifying offers passed on Thursday, and all 

nine rejected the offer. That means the six teams that extended the offers (the Royals had three, the 

Cubs two, while the Cardinals, Indians, Rays and Rockies each had one qualifying-offer free agent) 

will obtain compensation picks should the free agents sign with other clubs. 

 

There are several qualifications regarding where in the Draft those picks will come, based on the 

size of the contract each free agent signs and whether the team losing the free agent is a revenue-

sharing recipient, based on its revenues and market size. The Draft order will be updated as these 

signings take place. 

Then there are the Competitive Balance Rounds, A and B, once again slated to take place after the 

completion of the first and second rounds, respectively. The Competitive Balance Rounds are no 

longer determined via lottery. Instead, in 2017, all teams that fell in the bottom 10 in revenue or 

bottom 10 in market size got a pick in Round A, after the first round, or Round B, following the 

second round. Using a formula that takes revenue and winning percentage into account, six teams 

were awarded Round A picks, with eight teams getting picks in Comp Round B. 

In 2018, the groups of teams switch places, meaning there will be eight Comp Round A picks and six 

in Round B. Major League Baseball re-ran the aforementioned formula, and while no teams dropped 

out because they are no longer in the bottom 10 in revenue and/or market size, the order in each 

round has changed. 

http://www.twitter.com/JonathanMayo
http://m.mlb.com/news/article/257007538/2018-mlb-draft-order-set-tigers-pick-first/?topicid=151437456
http://m.mlb.com/news/article/260859184/draft-picks-for-qualifying-offer-free-agents/?topicid=151437456
http://m.mlb.com/news/article/259650658/mlb-qualifying-offer-rules-explained/?topicid=151437456
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The Pirates, Orioles, Padres, D-backs, Royals, Indians, Rockies and Cardinals all picked in Round B in 

2017. They move up, in that order, into Round A for 2018. That currently falls in picks 31-39, with 

the Rays sneaking in for pick No. 32 as compensation for not signing No. 31 overall pick Drew 

Rasmussen in 2017. The Round B order will be: Marlins, A's, Rays, Reds, Brewers and Twins. 

The order and current pick numbers of Competitive Balance Rounds A and B are below. Pick 

numbers are subject to change based on trades (Competitive Balance Round picks can be traded) 

and qualifying offer free-agent signings. Click here for the complete Draft order, including updates 

due to free-agent signings. 

 

Round A 

31. Pittsburgh Pirates 

32. Tampa Bay Rays* 

33. Baltimore Orioles 

34. San Diego Padres 

35. Arizona Diamondbacks 

36. Kansas City Royals 

37. Cleveland Indians 

38. Colorado Rockies 

39. St. Louis Cardinals 

* Compensation for not signing Drew Rasmussen in 2017 

 

Round B 

70. Miami Marlins 

71. Oakland Athletics 

72. Tampa Bay Rays 

73. Cincinnati Reds 

74. Milwaukee Brewers 

75. Minnesota Twins 
 

  

http://m.mlb.com/draft/2018/order
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Young Fireballer Munoz Turns 

Heads in AFL 

MLB Pipeline’s Jim Callis wowed by triple-digit 

heat 

By Justin Lafferty 

Armed with a 102-mph fastball and a nasty slider, 18-year-old Padres RHP prospect Andres 
Munoz is burning up the Arizona Fall League. 

The youngest player in the AFL, Munoz has fanned 11 batters in 8.2 innings for the Peoria 
Javelinas, allowing just one run. The reliever has held AFL batsmen to a .138 average, impressing 
MLB Pipeline’s Jim Callis, who discussed the young righty’s performance in a recent video. 

“He had the best pure stuff I’ve seen,” Callis said of Munoz’s outing in the Military Appreciation 
Game on Nov. 11. “He got up to 102 miles per hour on the scoreboard gun and just threw some 
wicked sliders that came to the plate at about 90 miles an hour, then took a sharp turn to the left 
and made righties look bad.” 

Facing the Surprise Saguaros, Munoz pitched a spotless 7th inning, ringing up strikeouts on 
fastballs clocked at 101 and 102-mph. 

Though he’s not on the current top 30 Padres prospects list, Munoz’s stock is soaring with a 
breakout performance for Peoria. Through 9 games, he’s allowed just 4 hits. 

While hitters in Arizona have failed to figure him out, he also proved elusive last season pitching 
for Class A Short-Season Tri-City and Class A Fort Wayne. With the Dust Devils, Munoz held 
batters to a .178 average, striking out 35 over 23.2 innings. He finished last season with a short 
stint on the TinCaps, fanning 3 batters in 2.1 innings. 

Munoz signed with the Padres as an international free agent from Los Mochis, Sinaloa, Mexico in 
2015. 
 

  

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
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Corey Kluber, a former 
Padre, again a Cy Young 
winner 
Jeff Sanders  

Corey Kluber: The one who got away. 

The Padres: Of course, they botched this. 

These are easy tropes to fall back on this time of year. 

The former San Diego farmhand on Wednesday beat out Boston’s Chris Sale to earn his second 
AL Cy Young Award in four seasons and become the 19th pitcher to earn the honor more than 
once. 

That group includes the likes of seven-time winner Roger Clemens, five-time winner Randy 
Johnson and four-time winners Steve Carlton and Greg Maddux, but it was far from obvious 
what then-General Manager Jed Hoyer was giving up when he agreed to a deadline-day deal to 
buoy the Padres’ 2010 playoff hopes. 

The three-team trade went like this. 

The Indians received Kluber from San Diego. 

The Cardinals received Jake Westbrook from Cleveland and Nick Greenwood from San Diego. 

The Padres received outfielder Ryan Ludwick. 

The move did not pay off. 

Ludwick hit .211/.301/.330 with six homers and 26 RBIs over the final 59 games as the Padres 
finished two games behind the Giants in the NL West and one game behind the Braves in the 
wild-card race. His OPS had sunk to a career-low .631 the following year when he shipped to 
Pittsburgh for a player to be named later. 

Ouch. 

Of course, while the Padres liked Kluber enough to go over slot with a $200,000 bonus upon 
selecting him in the fourth round out of Stetson, it truly didn’t look as if the Padres were giving 
away a future ace when he was included in the deal. 

Take his minor league numbers, for instance: 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/corey-kluber-PESPT0015331-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chris-sale-PESPT000010395-topic.html
https://bbwaa.com/17-al-cy/
https://bbwaa.com/17-al-cy/
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cleveland-indians-ORSPT000009-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jake-westbrook-PESPT007818-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ryan-ludwick-PESPT000010209-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-west-ORSPT00000195-topic.html
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• 2007 | 1-1, 3.51 ERA, 33.1 IP, 33 Ks, 15 BBs, 1.29 WHIP, .230 opponent avg. (SS) 
• 2008 | 6-8, 4.90 ERA, 141.1 IP, 147 Ks, 47 BBs, 1.34 WHIP, .260 opponent avg. (A/A+) 
• 2009 | 9-13, 4.56 ERA, 154 IP, 159 Ks, 70 BBs, 1.46 WHIP, .263 opponent avg. (A+/AA) 
• 2010 | 6-6, 3.45 ERA, 122.2 IP, 136 IP, 40 BBs, 1.31 WHIP, .259 opponent avg. (AA) 

Baseball America pegged him as a No. 4 starter after the Padres added him to the system, with 
the lack of “a legitimate put-away pitch” having Kluber top out at No. 29 in the publication’s 
assessment of the Padres’ top-30 prospects. 

Three years later, Baseball America ranked Kluber No. 26 in the Indians system. 

His future – still four years head of his first Cy Young award – appeared limited at best if you’re 
going off Baseball America’s 2010 scouting report: 

“He racks up whiffs more with his deceptive short-arm delivery than with pure stuff. Kluber 
does have a solid arsenal of pitches, working mainly off his 88-92 mph fastball and average 
slider. He also flashes an average changeup and throws strikes. He still needs to refine his 
command, because he's around the strike zone almost too much and is fairly hittable. He'd 
durable, having made 82 starts and worked 455 innings in his three full pro seasons. Kluber 
doesn't have high upside, but he has good feel for pitching and could be a back-of-the-rotation 
starter.” 

Let’s state that again: “Kluber doesn’t have high upside.” 

Clearly, the Padres weren’t the only ones to get it wrong on Kluber. 

It wasn’t obvious they were giving up a Scherzer, who bested Clayton Kershaw in the NL to earn 
his third Cy Young Award. 

He simply continues to get better and better and better. 

Credit the Indians for their part in that. Even more credit goes to Kluber. 

Still, for an organization bent on building from within, the loss of Kluber, nevertheless, will to 
haunt San Diego each and every time he picks up a Cy Young vote. 

 

https://bbwaa.com/17-nl-cy/
https://bbwaa.com/17-nl-cy/

