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 Twins rally from early deficit to knock off Royals. Star Tribune (Neal) p.2 
 Miguel Sano making progress at Class A Fort Myers. Star Tribune (Neal) p.3 
 Jake Cave thriving as Option A for Byron Buxton. Star Tribune (Reusse) p.4 
 Twins GM Thad Levine: Team will look at all trade options, including not making any. Star Tribune (Hartman) p.5 
 Brian Dozier trade chatter reportedly is picking up steam. Star Tribune (Rand) p.7 
 Wednesday's Twins-Royals game recap. Star Tribune (Neal) p.7 
 Twins ineffective reliever Addison Reed headed for 10-day disabled list with tendinitis. Star Tribune (Neal) p.7 
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 Athletes of the Year Emily Covert, Gable Steveson throw out first pitch at Twins game. Star Tribune (Staff) p.9 
 Twins place struggling Addison Reed on DL with triceps issue. Pioneer Press (Berardino) p.9 
 Power surge helps Twins overcome another Lance Lynn struggle in 8-5 win. Pioneer Press (Berardino) p.11 
 Twins’ Rosario finishes fourth in AL ‘Final Vote’. Fox Sports North (Staff) p.12 
 Preview: Twins vs. Rays. Fox Sports North (STATS) p.12 
 Dozier, Twins power their way past Royals 8-5. ESPN (AP) p.13 
 Alan Busenitz is back with the Twins; Addison Reed hits the disabled list. ESPN 1500 (Wetmore) p.14 
 Report: Trade talks between Twins and Brewers have focused on Minnesota’s infielders. ESPN 1500 (Wetmore) p.15 
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 With deadline nearing, Brian Dozier is heating up in a timely fashion for Twins. The Athletic (Hayes) p.16 

Red-hot Dozier's HR leads way in Twins' win 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | July 11, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- After a forgettable road trip that saw the Twins lose eight of nine against the White Sox, Cubs and Brewers, they took care of 
business against the last-place Orioles and Royals, winning six of seven at Target Field. 
 
Right-hander Lance Lynn gave up four runs (three earned) over five-plus innings in the series finale on Wednesday, but the offense overcame an 
early three-run deficit, while Brian Dozier and Logan Morrison homered in an 8-5 win over Kansas City. The Twins are still clinging to hope they 
can contend in the AL Central -- they trail the Indians by eight games, pending Cleveland's result Wednesday night -- but if they do sell, Lynn, 
Dozier and Morrison could be trade candidates because of their impending free agency. 
 
"When you look at where we're at and what's going on, we've got to make a push now or we're going to kind of be in there where we're having too 
much to chew off at the end," Lynn said. "So we've got to get going, and we know that." 
 
Dozier, in particular, has been heating up of late, homering in three of his last four games, while also carrying a six-game hitting streak. He went 
3-for-5, including smacking a two-run homer in the sixth that stretched Minnesota's lead to three runs. Dozier has historically heated up later in 
the season, including his 28 homers after the All-Star break in '16. 
 
"Everything feels good, has for a long time now -- you just ride the wave," Dozier said. "We've played some good baseball here lately. Six out of 
the last seven. This homestand, coming in we knew we had to do some damage. But still got a little ways to go, couple more games before the 
break." 
 
Dozier added he believes the Twins are still in the division race and isn't worried about the July 31 non-waiver Trade Deadline, roughly three 
weeks out. 
 
"You can make that up less than a week, can't you?" Dozier said. "Especially with the way we're playing, go to war with these guys down the 
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stretch. It's going to be fun." 
 
Morrison has yet to get on track this season, which is likely to make him difficult to trade, but crushed a solo shot two batters after Dozier in the 
sixth. It left the bat at 107.5 mph, traveling a projected 417 feet into the upper deck in right field, per Statcast™. 
 
Lynn was hurt by the Twins' defense in the first, as shortstop Jorge Polanco dropped a flip from Dozier that could have started an inning-ending 
double play. Instead, Salvador Perez connected on a three-run homer to give the Royals an early lead. 
 
Lynn also gave up a solo homer to Mike Moustakas in the third and left with two runners on in the sixth. He improved to 7-7 with a 5.22 ERA but 
has a 3.67 ERA over his last 10 starts. 
 
"I've been pitching better as of late," Lynn said. "I've had a little hiccup here and there, but for the most part after mid-May I've been my normal 
self." 
 
The Twins chipped away at the early deficit against right-hander Burch Smith, scoring twice in the second with Jake Cave connecting on an RBI 
triple and scoring on a single from Bobby Wilson. 
 
 
Minnesota took the lead for good with a three-run fourth, keyed by an RBI double from Wilson. After Eddie Rosario was intentionally walked to 
load the bases for Dozier with two outs, Dozier hit a soft roller down the third-base line to score Cave. Reliever Glenn Sparkman's throw sailed 
past first base to bring home Wilson. 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Pressly escapes jam: Lynn departed with two runners on and nobody out in the sixth and reliever Ryan Pressly promptly plunked Alcides Escobar 
to load the bases. But Pressly was able to get out of the jam, striking out Adalberto Mondesi and Drew Butera before getting Whit Merrifield to 
fly out to right. 
 
"We loaded 'em up without giving up a hit," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "But a couple of big strikeouts and the flyout to keep the lead, so 
that was critical." 
 
SOUND SMART 
Wilson improved to 7-for-11 with 12 RBIs with a runner on third base this season after he went 2-for-2 in those situations on Wednesday. Wilson 
is 5-for-47 (.106) with nobody on base this year, but is 7-for-24 (.292) with runners in scoring position. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"We have an urgency to win every day. That doesn't matter what time of year it is when it comes to trades. That's for you guys to talk. We don't 
pay attention to it, so whatever happens, happens. In this game I've learned that you go where you told, because they pay you. That's just the way 
it works. Unless you've got a no-trade clause. Then you can tell 'em, 'No. No thanks. I'm good.' I don't know if anyone has one. Maybe Joe 
Mauer]? So everyone else can just wear it and do what they're told." -- Lynn, on the Twins potentially being sellers 
 
MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
The Twins won a challenge in the second inning that led to two runs, as Max Kepler was originally ruled out at first on a grounder to third. After a 
review, the call was overturned, and Kepler was safe. He later scored on an RBI triple from Cave, then Cave scored on Wilson's single. Shortly 
after the ruling, second-base umpire Will Little left the game in the second inning because his wife went into labor. A three-man umpiring crew 
was used the rest of the game. 
 
UP NEXT 
The Twins finish the first half of the season with a four-game series against the Rays that begins on Thursday at 7:10 p.m. CT at Target Field. 
Right-hander Kyle Gibson (3-6, 3.59 ERA) starts for the Twins and is coming off a strong outing against the Orioles, allowing three runs over 
seven innings with nine strikeouts. The Rays counter with lefty Blake Snell (12-4, 2.09), who leads the American League in ERA. 
 
 
 
Twins rally from early deficit to knock off Royals 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | July 12, 2018 
 
Granted, the Twins have gotten on a roll against two of baseball’s worst teams. But it had to start somewhere, and they did what they needed to do 
against who they needed to do it against. 
 
The Twins dispatched the Kansas City Royals 8-5 on Wednesday to take two of three games against their AL Central foe. The lineup, from top to 
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bottom, contributed. Brian Dozier and Logan Morrison are finding their power strokes. Lance Lynn needed 114 pitches to get through five-plus 
innings, but shook off a three-run first inning. 
 
 
Most importantly, the Twins took the series after sweeping four from Baltimore. They have won six of their first seven games of their current 
Target Field homestand, their best stretch of play since they won eight out of 10 in early May to climb within one game of .500. 
 
And this isn’t suggesting they solved all their problems and need to postpone October hunting trips. The Twins (41-49) remain eight games under 
.500 and can’t be taken seriously until that ground is made up. But they are showing what’s possible when their pitching and hitting are in sync. 
 
“I don’t think we’re red-hot. I think we’re better,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “There are some signs of life as far as the bats coming 
around. The starts have been mostly good, which you need if you’re going to go on some kind of a run. Just trying to get through this homestand. 
It’s an overstatement but we have to win as many games as we can heading into the break, given where we’re at.” 
 
They are four games closer to achieving that, with Tampa Bay in town Thursday for the first of four games. 
 
The Twins fell behind 3-0 in the first inning following a Salvador Perez three-run homer. But Lynn recovered to hold the Royals to one run over 
the next four innings. 
 
They scored two in the second with two outs on Jake Cave’s triple to right and Bobby Wilson’s RBI single to center. Kansas City increased its 
lead to 4-2 in the third on Mike Moustakas’ leadoff home run to right. 
 
But the Twins scored three runs in the fourth to take a 5-4 lead. Wilson belted an RBI double. Then, with the bases loaded, Dozier beat out a 
swinging bunt down the third base line as Royals pitcher Glenn Sparkman fielded it and threw wildly to first as two runs scored. 
 
The bottom of the Twins order — Max Kepler, Cave and Wilson — combined to go 6-for-11 with three RBI and five runs scored. Cave has a 
seven-game hitting streak. Wilson had three hits in a game for the first time since Aug. 24, 2016. 
 
Combined with Dozier, who was 3-for-5 with a home run and three RBI, and Joe Mauer, who also was 3-for-5, the offense continued to hum. The 
Twins have hit .351 with runners in scoring position this homestand. 
 
“All around, I think everything is starting to click,” Dozier said. “Starting to see some signs of a really good offense.” 
 
 
VideoVideo (01:25): Twins second baseman hit a homer for the second consecutive day to help the Twins beat Kansas City 
Dozier hit a two-run homer in the sixth, followed by a solo blast by Morrison to make it 8-4 — more than enough to absorb Moustakas’ ninth-
inning homer, his second of the game. 
 
And it made a winner of Lynn (7-7), who wasn’t sharp and was lifted two batters into the sixth. 
 
“You’re going to have those days where you give up a couple early, but with this offense, especially as of late, you’ve just got to kind of stop it 
there and let them get going,” Lynn said. “You see what they did at the end there.” 
 
 
Miguel Sano making progress at Class A Fort Myers 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | July 11, 2018 
 
I had Marshall Kelner, the Fort Myers radio voice, on with me Monday when I hosted 9-Noon on KFAN. Kelner has watched Miguel Sano play 
and work out with the Miracle and spoke highly of how Sano has invested in becoming a better player. 
 
Sano is working out almost daily, and is starting to get his legs under him. I checked on this today and was told his conditioning, or lack of, at the 
beginning of the season made it hard for him to repeat his swing. His legs are stronger and he's starting to come around.  
 
He's been on most road trips, even if he's not scheduled to play, getting his work in and helping out teammates. If someone makes a mistake, Sano 
had talked to them about the mistake before the coaches or manager get to the player. 
 
Sano even has warmed up pitchers before innings while the catcher slips on his gear. 
 
In Class A Fort Myers' 7-4 victory on Wednesday, Sano hit his second home run with the Miracle and walked twice in four plate appearances. His 
batting average is .321 with a .406 on-base percentage in 56 at-bats. 
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Still haven't heard of a timetable for him to return, but he's got to be able to play third base when he returns because they have Joe Mauer at first 
and Logan Morrison to DH. I'm sure there will be a few games where Sano will DH and even fill in at first, but he's got to be in shape to play 
third. 
 
Sano has been on a two games on, one game off/workout/drills schedule. Indications are that he's made enough progress that he is close to playing 
more frequently than that. 
 
All of this suggests that Sano definitely has bought in to what the Twins want him to do. 
 
 
 
Jake Cave thriving as Option A for Byron Buxton 
Patrick Reusse | Star Tribune | July 12, 2018 
 
English colonizers established a foothold in what’s now southeastern Virginia in 1607. It would take another 390 years for baseball scouts to get 
fully invested in the vicinity as a source for riches. 
 
Michael Cuddyer from Chesapeake, Va., was drafted ninth overall by the Twins in 1997. Ryan Zimmerman from Virginia Beach was drafted 
fourth by Washington in 2005. B.J. Upton from Norfolk was drafted second by Tampa Bay in 2002, and his brother Justin was drafted first by 
Arizona in 2005. 
 
Marty O’Brien, a sportswriter for the Daily Press in Newport News, Va., said that run of top draft choices in a short period increased the area’s 
baseball profile. 
 
All four signed out of high school. Cuddyer, Zimmerman and Justin Upton became standouts. B.J. had a handful of solid seasons, then fell off to 
the point that he started going by Melvin Jr. 
 
“My dad told me about going to watch Cuddyer play in high school,’’ Jake Cave said. “I became a fan of his, knowing that he was from my home 
area. I followed his career, and now I’ve had a chance to meet him after coming to the Twins.’’ 
 
The area of Virginia that produced Jake Cave, a rookie outfielder who played his 23rd game with the Twins on Wednesday, and Cuddyer, an 
outfielder who played 1,139 of his 1,536 regular season games with the Twins, is a geographical wonderland. 
 
There’s the Peninsula, with Newport News and Hampton as the major locales. Then, there’s the 3½-mile Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel to the 
south, where Norfolk, Virginia Beach and Chesapeake are located. 
 
 “We lived near the water, and I spent some time taking advantage of it, but it’s also a great place to learn to play baseball,’’ Cave said. 
 
There was an example of that with the Peninsula Pilots, a travel team for 10-to-12-year-olds, early in 2000s. Three players from that team are now 
in big leagues: Chad Pinder, a utility player with Oakland; Kyle Crockett, a lefthanded pitcher with Cincinnati; and Cave with the Twins. 
 
Cave had the advantage of a father, Bryan, a college coach who offers a splendid example that the lure of water can coexist splendidly with the 
landlocked game of baseball. 
 
“My dad’s the baseball coach at the Apprentice School, the college that they have at the port in Newport News,’’ Jake said. 
 
The Apprentice School is a four-year vocational school that trains students in the shipbuilding business while also offering an athletic program. 
Bryan Cave has been the head baseball coach since 1990. Jake Cave was headed elsewhere to college — LSU — after batting .609 as a senior in 
2011 at Kecoughtan High in Hampton. 
 
Cave was taken in the sixth round by the Yankees. He played in a collegiate league and didn’t sign until the Aug. 15 deadline. He received an 
$825,000 signing bonus in the good old days of a free-spending draft. 
 
He reached base in his second professional at-bat in the Gulf Coast League, tried to score, collided with the catcher and suffered a broken 
kneecap. He didn’t play again until 2013. 
 
Cave had 19 home runs in his first four seasons in the minors [2013-16]. He worked to change his swing and hit 20 home runs in 2017. He was on 
the Yankees’ 40-player roster until mid-March, when the Yankees needed room for veteran infielder Neil Walker. 
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The Twins traded a low-level pitching prospect for him. He competed with veteran minor leaguer Ryan LaMarre to become a backup to Byron 
Buxton. And then the backups became the option, as Buxton was sick, injured, slumping and remains in Class AAA Rochester. 
 
Cave debuted for the Twins on May 19 at Target Field and homered in his second at-bat. He was here for five days that time and six days in June. 
He came back on June 26, and LaMarre was released a week later. 
 
Cave became Option A for Buxton. On Wednesday, he started for the 13th time in 16 games, had two hits (including a triple) and lifted his 
average to .299, with three home runs and 10 RBI in 67 at-bats. 
 
“He has that uppercut and has to fill in some holes in the swing,’’ manager Paul Molitor said. “He’s an instinctual player. He reads the angles in 
the outfield. He looks like a big-league player.’’ 
 
Buxton has the same number of at-bats — 67 — at Rochester as Cave has had with the Twins. Buxton’s at .239, and he’ll be with the Twins 
eventually, if not sooner. 
 
Cave smiled and said: “I can run. I can’t run like Byron. Nobody in baseball can. I’m just trying to help this team. We’re winning games on this 
homestand. That’s great.’’ 
 
 
Twins GM Thad Levine: Team will look at all trade options, including not making any 
Sid Hartman | Star Tribune | July 11, 2018 
  
The Twins moved to 6-1 during an 11-game homestead following a 8-5 victory over the Kansas City Royals at Target Field on Wednesday. Twins 
General Manager Thad Levine said this kind of streak is what the team needed, something the team hasn’t done since winning seven of eight 
games in early May. 
 
“I think we have been waiting for the team to go on a run and I think we’re starting to see some things turn around, which is great,” Levine said. 
“I think it’s coinciding with some guys getting healthy, but we’ve gotten good starting pitching in this homestand and it has been very 
encouraging.” 
 
Over the past seven games, the Twins have averaged 5.9 runs per game while hitting .306 as a team. That’s compared to averaging 4.2 runs per 
game and hitting a collective .236 through the first 83 games of the season. 
 
On the mound they’ve posted a 3.29 ERA over 63 innings while striking out 58 and walking 14. 
 
Brian Dozier, whose name is once again surfacing in trade rumors, provided the big hit Wednesday with a two-run homer in the sixth inning that 
increased the Twins’ lead from 5-4 to 7-4. He also drove in a run in the fourth inning on an infield single. Logan Morrison hit a solo homer later 
in the sixth inning to secure the victory. 
 
“It put the game out of reach and I think that is something that is huge,” Levine said of the two homers. “We haven’t necessarily been able to do 
that. We’ve left the other team hanging around and then they have struck late in the game. This game. [Dozier and Morrison] stepped up and 
really put the game out of reach.” 
 
When asked if this means the team might not trade some of their star players, such as Dozier and Eduardo Escobar, Levine said everything 
remains possible. 
 
“I’d say if we keep winning six out of seven games, we probably would not [make a trade],” Levine said. “But we’re going to continue to evaluate 
the team. We’re going to continue to evaluate each and every outing and we’re going to try to be as patient as we can be. But we’re also going to 
keep in tune with the timing of the market. 
 
“Nothing has really happened so far. But we are going to time the market as well as continue to monitor the club.” 
 
Getting healthier 
 
Levine said the team is still waiting to get all its projected contributors back from injuries and a suspension. 
 
“It has been great to get Jorge Polanco back,” he said. “We’re still waiting to play a game with our Opening Day lineup, which right now is 
without [Miguel] Sano, without [Jason] Castro, without [Byron] Buxton. We have been patient throughout the whole course of the season. But we 
have been waiting for this time and hopefully the team has turned the corner.” 
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When it comes to Sano and Buxton, Levine said they are more likely to play for Class AAA Rochester before rejoining the Twins. 
 
Sano is hitting .315 through 15 games at Class A Fort Myers. 
 
“There’s two elements to his rehab,” Levine said. “One was his bat and the other was his conditioning. He has done extremely well on both fronts. 
He has been very committed to the conditioning side of things and the offensive line speaks for itself. 
 
“I think our hope is to get him moving through the minor leagues soon and maybe partnering up with Buxton at Triple-A in short order.” 
 
Buxton has hit .239 in 17 games at Rochester since being sent down to rehab his broken toe. 
 
“Buxton is now playing pain-free, which I think was the first objective there,” Levine said. “Secondarily, I think he has done a ton of work with 
[Red Wings hitting coach] Chad Allen down there, [minor league hitting coordinator] Rick Eckstein, and they feel like they’ve turned the corner 
offensively and the last five or six games, he’s swung the bat extremely well.” 
 
Another big positive was Levine’s report on Ervin Santana’s outing Tuesday for Class AA Chattanooga. 
 
“The best news was he threw, I believe, 25 sliders. Eighteen of them were strikes and none of them caused any pain,” Levine said. “That’s his out 
pitch and that’s a real important pitch for him and he did it without any pain. That’s encouraging.” 
 
Still in the race 
 
What kind of moves will Levine and Chief Baseball Officer Derek Falvey make? 
 
If the Twins were in the AL East, they would be 21½ games behind the Red Sox. If they were in the AL West, they’d be 19 games behind the 
Astros. 
 
But instead, the Twins are in a unique position because while they have played terribly before their recent streak, division-leading Cleveland is 
nearly as bad, having lost four in a row and sitting only eight games ahead of the second-place Twins, who have 72 games remaining. 
 
“I think there is always still hope,” Levine said. “We have to control what we can control, which is playing the game well each and every night. 
We can’t really look at the standings right now. I think we have to hope by continuing to play well that we may look up in a week or two and 
we’re within shouting distance of the Cleveland Indians. That’s always been our goal, to be competitive within our division.” 
 
Now the Twins will face a resurgent Tampa Bay team at Target Field beginning Thursday before the All-Star Game break. 
 
“It’s a four-game series against one of the hotter teams in the American League,” Levine said. “They’ve put together one of the best pitching 
staffs in the American League [with a team ERA of 3.54]. It’s going to be a real test for our offense.” 
 
Jottings 
 
• Basketball coach Richard Pitino talked about the Gophers’ nonconference schedule, after adding a home-and-home series with Utah for the next 
two seasons: “You have Oklahoma State, you have Texas A&M and potentially Washington or Santa Clara, you have at Boston College, who is a 
really good team. Then the one thing I wanted to do from a nonconference standpoint was I wanted a marquee game in The Barn. As good as 
those other games are, they weren’t in our building. So we went out and we’re starting a series with Utah that we think will be a really good game 
for us in early November.” 
 
• One of the best prep receivers in the country will visit the Gophers on July 27 in Jaxon Smith-Njigba of Rockwall, Texas. But landing Smith-
Njigba, a four-star recruit in the Class of 2020 according to 247Sports, will be a big ask for P.J. Fleck and his staff; he already has been targeted 
by Notre Dame, Baylor, Texas A&M, Stanford and USC. Possibly in the Gophers’ favor: Smith-Njigba’s teammate, Class of 2019 quarterback 
Jacob Clark, made a verbal commitment to the Gophers in early June. 
 
• NFL.com reporter Adam Schein recently ranked the NFC North as having the best quarterback play of any division in the NFL, citing the 
Vikings’ landing of Kirk Cousins as a big reason for that rating. 
 
• As the MLB trade deadline approaches, keep an eye on former Chaska standout Brad Hand, one of the best relievers in baseball the past two 
seasons. With the Padres this season, he has made 40 appearances while posting a 2.91 ERA and 64 strikeouts in 43⅓ innings. The Yankees 
reportedly have a great deal of interest in Hand. 
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Brian Dozier trade chatter reportedly is picking up steam 
Michael Rand | Star Tribune | July 11, 2018 
 
The Twins are theoretically still within shouting distance of Cleveland (8.5 games back entering Wednesday), but with the Wild Card not really in 
play this season and the chances of catching the Indians remote, the most likely outcome as the nonwaiver trade deadline approaches at the end of 
this month is that the Twins will aggressively deal away veterans on the verge of free agency. 
 
Several players fit that description, but the one with the most proven track record would seem to be second baseman Brian Dozier. And right on 
cue, reports of possible suitors for Dozier are picking up momentum. 
 
ESPN’s Jerry Crasnick has an item today about how Dozier could be a suitable — and less costly in terms of prospects — option for teams that 
miss out on the Manny Machado sweepstakes but still want to upgrade in the middle of the infield. He notes that Dozier has had hot second halves 
of seasons in recent years and could pick things up after a disappointing and slightly unlucky first half. 
 
Writes Crasnick: So which teams could be in the mix on Dozier? Sources said the Dodgers, Diamondbacks and Brewers, three teams in the heart 
of the Machado pursuit, are all potential landing spots. The Dodgers, who rank 25th in the majors in second base OPS and have expressed interest 
in Dozier in the past, might be the best fit. 
 
MLB Network’s Jon Morosi added to the trade fuel with a tweet Wednesday indicating the Brewers are looking at both Dozier and Eduardo 
Escobar as possible upgrades during trade talks with the Twins. 
 
 
It’s all chatter at this point, and I suppose a couple hot weeks could change things (thought not if Lance Lynn keeps going like he has to start 
Wednesday’s game). If I had to bet on just one Twins player being traded, I’d say Dozier is the most likely to go. 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday's Twins-Royals game recap 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | July 11, 2018 
 
GAME RECAP 
 
IMPACT PLAYER 
 
Brian Dozier, Twins 
 
The Twins second baseman continued to show he’s coming out of his first half slumber by going 3-for-5 with three RBI. 
 
BY THE NUMBERS 
 
3 times Joe Mauer has had three hits in a game this season 
 
15 hits are the most at Target Field for the Twins this year 
 
19 come from behind wins by the Twins 
 
3-2 record against the Royals 
 
107 miles per hour was the exit velocity of Logan Morrison’s home run in the sixth inning 
 
.345 batting average for Salvador Perez at Target Field 
 
 
 
Twins ineffective reliever Addison Reed headed for 10-day disabled list with tendinitis 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | July 11, 2018 
 
Working with diminished velocity, a career-low strikeout rate and on pace to give up a career high in home runs, reliever Addison Reed has been 
trying to find something that works on the mound. 
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But little has worked, and now he’s injured. 
 
Reed was placed on the 10-day disabled list Wednesday because of triceps tendinitis in his right arm. A Magnetic Resonance Imaging exam 
revealed inflammation and swelling in the area, as well as a impingement near the elbow, but no structural damage. 
 
Twins officials said the timing is right, with the upcoming All-Star break, for him to get healthy. 
 
“The way I have been throwing is frustrating enough,” Reed said, “and then to have this pop up puts the icing on the cake.” 
 
Reed signed a two-year, $16.75 million contract with the Twins during the offseason to be the main setup man behind closer Fernando Rodney, or 
fill in for Rodney if he needed a break or was struggling. Fans clamored for Reed to close when he posted a 0.90 ERA over his first eight 
appearances while Rodney struggled. 
 
But Reed’s velocity dipped and his command faltered, leading to some ugly outings. Over his past 16 appearances, Reed has a 9.42 ERA while 
giving up five home runs. Opponents have batted .387 while posting a 1.112 on-base plus slugging percentage against him. Consequently, he lost 
his spot as the eighth-inning pitcher. Now the Twins want to get him healthy. 
 
“We just looked at that little tenderness that he’s been experiencing, and thought it was a good chance to take advantage of the break, as well as 
just make sure that that’s all he’s got going on,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “And we’ll do what we need to do in that regard. 
 
“But yeah, it just seems to make sense for him to back off and reset, make sure he’s coming into the second half back to 100 percent.” 
 
Righthander Alan Busenitz was called up from Class AAA Rochester to take Reed’s roster spot. This will be Busenitz’s third stint with the team 
this year. He’s 2-0 with a 6.43 ERA in his first two stretches with the team. He’s been outstanding for the Red Wings, going 2-2 with a 1.41 ERA 
in 20 games. 
 
Trevor Hildenberger will continue to get most of the late-inning setup work. 
 
Trade deadline reality 
 
Twins righthander Lance Lynn offered a dose of trade deadline reality when asked about dealing with trade rumors and if there is motivation to 
make the front office be buyers and not sellers. 
 
“In this game I’ve learned that you go where you’re told, because they pay you,” said Lynn, who was signed to a one year, $12 million contract 
during the offseason. “That’s just the way it works. Unless you’ve got a no-trade clause. Then you can tell ’em, ‘No. No thanks. I’m good.’ I don’t 
know if anyone has one. Maybe Joe [Mauer]? So everyone else can just wear it and do what they’re told.” 
 
Mauer does have a no-trade clause in his eight-year, $184 million contract. 
 
Adrianza’s return 
 
Ehire Adrianza said he’s ready to be activated from the disabled list Thursday after treating a sore left hamstring. He’s been going through 
fielding drills before games and has worked on his swing in the batting cages with hitting coach James Rowson. He ran the bases Wednesday with 
no problems. 
 
“He’s been feeling pretty good the last couple of days in particular,” Molitor said. 
 
Adrianza’s return could mean Willians Astudillo could be headed back to Class AAA Rochester. 
 
Sano progress 
 
The plan for Miguel Sano, who is working on his swing and conditioning at Class A Fort Myers, has been to play two games, then take a day off. 
He’s made enough progress that he might start playing three consecutive days or more in the near future. 
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Twins-Tampa Bay series preview 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | July 11, 2018 
 
FOUR-GAME SERIES AT TARGET FIELD 
 
Thursday 7:10 p.m. • FSN, 830 AM: KHP Kyle Gibson (3-6, 3.59) vs. LHP Blake Snell (12-4, 2.09) 
 
Friday 7:10 p.m. • FSN, 830 AM: RHP Jake Odorizzi (4-6, 4.28) vs RHP Nathan Eovaldi (3-3, 3.50) 
 
Saturday 1:10 p.m. • FSN, 830 AM: RHP Jose Berrios (9-7, 3.41) vs RHP Chris Archer (3-4, 4.41) 
 
Sunday 1:10 p.m. • FSN, 830 AM: RHP Aaron Slegers (1-1, 5.68) vs TBA 
 
TWINS UPDATE 
 
The Twins might come up with another starter for Sunday after Slegers failed to make it out of the second inning on Tuesday. Ervin Santana is not 
an option, although he’s lined up to start for Class AAA Rochester that day. … This will be the first meeting between the teams since April 20-22, 
when the Rays swept the Twins in a three-game series in Tampa. … Brian Dozier is batting .375 over the past six games with three home runs and 
eight RBI. He’s homered in consecutive games for the first time since May 10 and 11 against the Angels. … Max Kepler has a seven-game hitting 
streak, during which he’s batting .360. 
 
RAYS UPDATE 
 
The Rays beat the Tigers 4-2 on Wednesday to improve to 48-44. Few saw that coming following an offseason in which a handful of players were 
traded or let go. … The Twins will run into the biggest All-Star snub in the league Thursday when they face Blake Snell. He is second in wins, 
second in ERA and has held opponents to a .183 batting average. … The Rays enter the series with a five-game winning streak. There’s a good 
chance the Rays will use relievers to get through Sunday’s game. 
 
 
 
 
Athletes of the Year Emily Covert, Gable Steveson throw out first pitch at Twins game 
Staff Writer | Star Tribune | July 11, 2018 
 
Two weeks ago, they picked up some hardware. Wednesday, they threw some hardball. The Star Tribune All-Metro Male and Female Athletes of 
the Year — Emily Covert of Minneapolis Washburn (cross-country, track) and Gable Steveson of Apple Valley (wrestling) — threw out the 
ceremonial first pitch at Target Field before Wednesday afternoon’s Twins-Royals game. Covert and Steveson accepted their honors on June 26 
during the first-ever All-Metro Sports Awards, held at Target Field. 
 
Covert will be a senior next year at Washburn and is considering several colleges for 2019. Steveson is already a Gopher, preparing on campus for 
his freshman season this fall. 
 
 
 
Twins place struggling Addison Reed on DL with triceps issue 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | July 11, 2018 
 
Addison Reed’s prolonged struggles have finally been acknowledged. 

The veteran reliever was placed on the 10-day disabled list with right triceps tightness before the Twins’ series finale against the Kansas City 
Royals on Wednesday. Fellow right-hander Alan Busenitz was recalled from Triple-A Rochester. 

It’s the first career trip to the DL for Reed, who was signed to a two-year, $16.75 million contract in January after pitching in the past three 
postseasons for the New York Mets and Boston Red Sox.  

“It’s frustrating as hell knowing I’m not performing anywhere (near) where I should be,” Reed said. “There haven’t been any (stretches) that have 
been this frustrating. This is definitely the most frustrating one because there have been some big spots that I’ve struggled in that made it seem 
bigger than it was.” 

Twins manager Paul Molitor said an MRI showed inflammation was causing an impingement in Reed’s elbow, but there’s no concern about 
structural damage at this point. Reed expressed confidence he would return as soon as he’s eligible on July 21 in Kansas City. 
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Reed, 29, was hit hard again in Tuesday night’s loss to the Royals, giving up three runs in the ninth inning, including a two-run homer to Alex 
Gordon. That was the fifth home run Reed has allowed in his past 16 outings, dating to late May. 

During that stretch of 14 1/3 innings, Reed has posted a 9.42 earned-run average while allowing 24 hits, six walks and hitting two batters. He has 
10 strikeouts in that span but has allowed a .387 batting average, .451 on-base percentage and .661 slugging percentage. 

There was some element of bad luck as opponents had a .396 batting average on balls in play, but there’s been plenty of hard contact too against a 
90-91 mph fastball that has lost another tick or two in velocity. 

“You pay attention to that as one of the factors,” Molitor said. “He’s been on a bit of a down trend (in velocity) over the last couple of years. To 
feel healthy enough to throw when it’s not coming out quite what you’re accustomed to, you want to make sure you do what you can to see if we 
can get a little bit of that back.” 

Reed was expected to serve as the primary setup man for 41-year-old closer Fernando Rodney. The arrangement worked well through the first 
seven weeks or so as Reed posted a 2.36 ERA in his first 25 Twins outings. 

Before getting a week-long break in mid-June, Reed was on pace for a career-high 81 appearances. He subsequently lost his setup role to second-
year right-hander Trevor Hildenberger. 

“It hasn’t been significant,” Molitor said. “Just wear and tear of a season and a career. He hasn’t complained. He’s very prideful of the fact he 
wants to be a guy that can go out there even when things are maybe not perfect. That’s how you develop reputations.” 

 

SANTANA PLAN 

Right-hander Ervin Santana (finger surgery) had his most encouraging rehab start yet on Tuesday night for Double-A Chattanooga, working five 
walk-free innings while fanning six in Jacksonville, Fla. 

 

Santana touched 92 mph five to 10 times, according to eyewitnesses, and averaged 90 mph with his fastball. Molitor said the fact that Santana’s 
velocity “ticked up just a hair” was another good sign as was his efficiency in a 63-pitch outing. 

“My hand feels better,” Santana told reporters. “Everything is much better now and I have less pain. Everything is going my way.” 

The next step for Santana is to start on Sunday for Triple-A Rochester at Scranton/Wilkes-Barre. He is not under consideration to start in the 
majors on Sunday to close out the first half, Molitor said. 

Santana’s latest 30-day rehab window expires July 29, so he must rejoin the Twins by month’s end as he works back from Feb. 6 surgery. 

 

BRIEFLY 

–Twins left fielder Eddie Rosario was not selected in the Final Vote for the last spot on the American League All-Star team. That went instead to 
Seattle Mariners shortstop Jean Segura, who received 13.6 million votes. 

 

— Infielder Ehire Adrianza (hamstring) ran the bases without issue Wednesday morning and remains on track to be activated off the 10-day DL 
as soon as Thursday. 

 

— Veteran catcher Cameron Rupp was released at Triple-A Rochester in advance of his July 15 opt-out date. The ex-Phillie hit .141 in 20 games 
for the Red Wings after signing a minor-league deal in early June. 

 

— A three-man crew was used Wednesday after second-base umpire Will Little had to return home to Tennessee when his wife went into labor. 
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Power surge helps Twins overcome another Lance Lynn struggle in 8-5 win 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | July 11, 2018 
 
On his 114th and final pitch of a blazing-hot Wednesday afternoon, Lance Lynn spun hard to his left, genuflected in the general direction of the 
outfield wall and ran his right hand through his beard in obvious frustration. 
 
Missing just off the plate with a full-count fastball to Alex Gordon left Lynn with his 55th walk of the year, a total exceeded among American 
League pitchers only by wild young right-hander Lucas Giolito of the Chicago White Sox. 
 
 
Ryan Pressly’s tightrope act in relief enabled Lynn to escape with the 8-5 victory over the miserable Kansas City Royals, but there was only a 
smattering of polite applause for Lynn as he left the Target Field mound for quite possibly the last time this season.  
 
Barring a stunning surge back into contention, the Twins are likely to deal Lynn to any contender willing to roll the dice on a track record in St. 
Louis that was far more impressive than what he has done here as a hired gun. 
 
“In this game I’ve learned that you go where you’re told because they pay you,” Lynn said. “That’s just the way it works, unless you’ve got a no-
trade clause. Then you can tell ‘em: ‘No. No thanks. I’m good.’ Everyone else can just wear it and do what they’re told.” 
 
Three more walks, a hit batter and two home runs — the latter matching his previous season total at home — sent Lynn on his way with a 5.22 
earned-run average. He can still run it up there at 95 mph but too often he seems to miss his catcher’s target by feet rather than inches. 
 
With approximately $5.23 million left on the one-year, $12 million deal he signed in mid-March after a long, strange winter of free agency, Lynn 
won’t break the bank of any interested trade partner. He also is on track to fall short of a pair of $1 million contractual bonuses he was due to 
receive upon reaching 170 and 180 innings, respectively. 
 
Chased after five-plus innings once again, Lynn is averaging 5.07 innings per start and finds himself on pace for just 164 1/3 innings. That would 
be his lowest total for a full season since breaking in with the Cardinals in 2011, and the main culprit has been inefficiency leading to high pitch 
counts. 
 
It took him 68 pitches to work through the first three innings in this one. By then he had put the Twins in a 4-2 hole, courtesy of Salvador Perez’s 
three-run homer in the first (398 feet) and Mike Moustakas’ solo blast (403 feet) on a full-count fastball in the third. 
 
 
The Twins, now 6-1 on this homestand against AL bottom feeders with the improving Tampa Bay Rays coming in next, managed to rally against 
a Royals team that has gone 5-29 since the early days of June. Journeyman catcher Bobby Wilson drove in a pair of runs on his three-hit day, and 
Brian Dozier (15th) and Logan Morrison (11th) added homers in the sixth. 
 
Even with their first-half struggles, Dozier and Morrison could be on the move in the coming days and weeks as the Twins look to retool for 2019 
and beyond. Finding a market for Lynn, however, could be more problematic in light of his erratic performances. 
 
He is 5-2 with a 3.27 ERA in 41 1/3 innings against the Royals, Baltimore Orioles, Detroit Tigers and Chicago White Sox, teams that entered the 
day a combined 124 games under .500. In his remaining 50 innings against everybody else, he is 2-5 with a 6.84 ERA. 
 
To be fair, that also includes a combined 16 innings of one earned run against the AL’s three division leaders, but he managed to record an out 
after the fifth in just one of those starts (June 2 against Cleveland). As one scout from a contending team said Wednesday when asked about Lynn: 
“Back-end starters aren’t what we’re lacking.” 
 
Keeping Lynn through the year doesn’t make sense for the Twins either as they aren’t able to make him a qualifying offer that could lead to a 
compensatory draft pick next June. Under the rules of the current Collective Bargaining Agreement, Lynn is exempt from qualifying offers for the 
remainder of his career after turning down $17.4 million from the Cardinals in November. 
 
The Twins, meanwhile, forfeited their third-round pick after signing Lynn a month into spring training. It was worth a shot, especially with the 
AL Central shaping up as baseball’s weakest division by far. 
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Twins’ Rosario finishes fourth in AL ‘Final Vote’ 
Staff Writer | Fox Sports North | July 11, 2018 
 
Eddie Rosario will not take a trip to the nation’s capital next week. 
 
On Wednesday night, Major League Baseball announced the Minnesota Twins outfielder finished fourth in the American League “Final Vote,” a 
chance for five players to fight (via online voting) for the final spot on the AL All-Star roster. 
 
Seattle Mariners infielder Jean Segura won the competition, collecting 13.6 million votes over the three days of polling. Segura beat out Rosario, 
Boston’s Andrew Benintendi, Los Angeles Angels shortstop Andrelton Simmons and New York Yankees slugger Giancarlo Stanton to earn his 
second career trip to the midsummer classic, hosted by Washington on July 17 at Nationals Park. 
 
Rosario, however, is still an All-Star in the Twins’ eyes. He leads the club in hits (107), homers (18), RBI (54), batting average (.300) and 
slugging percentage (.527). 
 
 
 
 
Preview: Twins vs. Rays 
STATS | Fox Sports North | July 12, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — Two of the hotter teams in baseball face off Thursday night when the Tampa Bay Rays travel to Minnesota where they open a 
four-game series with the Twins at Target Field. 
 
Tampa Bay extended its winning streak to five games Wednesday with a 4-2 victory over Detroit and arrive in Minnesota having won 14 of their 
last 18 games to improve to 48-44 on the season. It assures them no worse than a .500 record at the All-Star break. 
 
 “We’re getting a lot of buy-in from guys right now,” Rays manager Kevin Cash said. “We’re asking starters to come out of the bullpen, we’re 
asking relievers to open games for us. They all want roles, and I want them to have roles, but they’re also buying in.” 
 
That still leaves them 16 games behind the AL East-leading Boston Red Sox and nine back of Seattle for the final AL wild-card spot — with 
equally surprising Oakland in the way, too. Optimism is high in the Rays’ clubhouse. 
 
“We’re just getting started,” center fielder Kevin Kiermaier said. 
 
The Rays will go for six in a row behind left-hander Blake Snell (12-4), who gets his first start since being left off the American League All-Star 
squad despite leading the league with a 2.09 ERA when the selections were made. 
 
He has dropped to second since, .04 behind Houston’s Justin Verlander, but Snell is 8-1 with a 1.27 ERA over his last 10 starts 
 
“I’m optimistic that things are going to turn out OK for Blake,” said Cash, a member of the AL All-Star coaching staff. “A lot of us throughout 
baseball feel that he’s deserving. Saying that, the guys that were selected are also very deserving. It’s a product of the system a little bit.” 
 
There is still a chance he will be named to the squad, but Snell admitted it would not be the same. 
 
“I feel like being an alternate, it’s not satisfying,” Snell said. “I feel like I earned it, but being an alternate, it doesn’t feel the same.” 
 
Snell is 1-0 with a 4.41 ERA in three career starts against Minnesota, and he was the winning pitcher when he faced the Twins on April 21, 
allowing one run on five hits over seven innings in a 10-1 Rays victory. 
 
He will hope for similar success Thursday against the Twins, who have won six of their last seven games. 
 
Brian Dozier has been a big reason for that success. He extended his hitting streak to six games with a 3-for-5 effort that included his third home 
run in four games Wednesday against Kansas City. Dozier has a .961 OPS since the start of July. 
 
“Everything feels good, has for a long time now — you just ride the wave,” Dozier said. “We’ve played some good baseball here lately. Six out of 
the last seven. This homestand, coming in we knew we had to do some damage. But still got a little ways to go, couple more games before the 
break.” 
 
Another big night from Dozier would be welcomed by Kyle Gibson (3-6, 3.59 ERA), who will start for the Twins on Thursday. 
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The right-hander has been hamstrung by a lack of run support at times this season but hasn’t done himself any favors of late, posting a 5.21 ERA 
over his last three starts. 
 
Gibson is 1-5 with a 6.81 ERA in seven starts previous career starts against the Rays. He was the losing pitcher in that April 21 game against 
Tampa Bay when Snell got the win. Gibson allowed four runs and five hits while striking out seven over 6 1/3 innings. 
 
 
 
 
Dozier, Twins power their way past Royals 8-5 
Associated Press | ESPN | July 11, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- If this is Brian Dozier's last month with the Minnesota Twins, it's off to a strong start. 

Whether he is helping boost the Twins back into the division race or merely increasing his trade value, Dozier has found his form at the plate. 

Dozier hit a two-run homer, going deep for the second straight game to help the Twins beat the Kansas City Royals 8-5 on Wednesday. 

"About stats, talk to me in October. If they're not there, then we'll talk," Dozier said. "I keep telling these guys, `Eight games: That's not that 
much." 

Lance Lynn (7-7) recovered from a three-run homer by Salvador Perez in the first inning to win his second straight start for the Twins, who used 
the bottom third of their lineup to launch rallies in the second and the fourth against Burch Smith (0-1). 

Max Kepler, Jake Cave and Bobby Wilson went 6 for 11 with five runs scored. Wilson, whose batting average fell to .114 last week, had two RBI 
and was one of three Twins with three hits, joining Dozier and Joe Mauer. Wilson, the backup catcher, is now hitting .169. 

Dozier drove in a run with an infield single in the fourth. Then he sent his 15th homer of the season into the second deck above left field in the 
sixth inning against Enny Romero. Logan Morrison hit a solo shot one out later to pad the lead for Minnesota, which improved 6-1 on an 11-game 
homestand. 

With the Twins trailing AL Central-leading Cleveland by 8 1/2 games when the day began, Dozier is among several prominent players on 
expiring contracts whose names are part of the annual July trade market speculation. Lynn is one of those, too. 

"We don't pay attention to it, so whatever happens happens," said Lynn, who pitched to two batters in the sixth. "In this game I've learned that you 
go where you told, because they pay you. That's just the way it works, unless you've got a no-trade clause." 

Only first baseman Joe Mauer has that. 

"So everyone else can just wear it and do what they're told," Lynn said. 

Mike Moustakas homered twice for the Royals, who took the Twins deep five times over the last two games of this series despite toting the fewest 
home runs in MLB. Kansas City has lost 23 of its past 27 games. 

"Come in here and play hard," Perez said. "One of the things everybody should think: That's how we bring food to the table for our family. That's 
our job." 

 

BULL DOZIER 

 

Dozier's production at the plate is lower than it has been in at least five years, but he has begun to warm up with a .375 batting average, three 
homers and eight RBI over his past six games. Only four of his home runs have come at home this season. He hit 127 homers over the previous 
four years, with 63 of those at Target Field. 

"You just ride the wave. Sometimes they find the green grass, sometimes they find the seats, sometimes you're walking back with your head 
down," he said. 

 

BURCH IS BACK 



14 
 

 

After 24 relief appearances this year, Smith made his first major league start since 2013, when he was with San Diego. Forearm and elbow 
injuries kept him from pitching in 2015 and 2016, and he spent last season with the Tampa Bay organization. 

"It was definitely special. Today had been a long time," said Smith, who gave up seven hits in 3 1/3 innings. "It meant a lot just getting the 
opportunity to do it again. I was feeling a lot of emotions going into that game." 

 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

 

Royals: RHP Jason Adam was recalled from Triple-A Omaha to take the spot of a discouraged RHP Ian Kennedy, who returned to the disabled 
list with a strained left oblique after an injury-shortened three-inning start on Tuesday night. Adam had been sent down the day before so 
Kennedy, who has gone 16 turns without a victory, could be reinstated. 

 

Twins: RHP Addison Reed was placed on the DL with tightness in his right triceps, and RHP Alan Busenitz was recalled from Triple-A 
Rochester for the third time this season. ... INF Ehire Adrianza is on track to come off the DL on Thursday, after missing 10 games with a strained 
left hamstring. 

 

UP NEXT 

Royals: Following a day off, rookie RHP Brad Keller (2-3, 2.52 ERA) pitches in the opener of a three-game series at Chicago on Friday night for 
his eighth start of the season. Former Kansas City RHP James Shields (3-10, 4.53 ERA) takes the mound for the White Sox. 

 

Twins: RHP Kyle Gibson (3-6, 3.59 ERA) starts a four-game series against Tampa Bay on Thursday night. LHP Blake Snell (12-4, 2.09 ERA) 
takes the mound for the Rays with the second-lowest ERA in league. Snell has won four straight starts with just two runs allowed in his past 28 
2/3 innings. 

 

 

 

Alan Busenitz is back with the Twins; Addison Reed hits the disabled list 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | July 11, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — Addison Reed’s tight right triceps muscle has the veteran reliever on the disabled list. Alan Busenitz cut short his Triple-A 
all-star break to rejoin the Twins’ bullpen in place of Reed. 

 

Reed has a 4.83 ERA after giving up 3 earned runs in Tuesday’s game. Aaron Slegers was knocked out in the 2nd inning against the Royals, 
which left a lot of burden on Minnesota’s relievers, and Reed in particular has had a tough stretch lately. He’s allowed 15 earned runs in 14 1/3 
innings, with 10 strikeouts and 6 walks in that time. That stretch also included 7 days off in the middle, and manager Paul Molitor said this would 
be a good chance for Reed to take a step back and “reset.” 

 

Reed began the year as the club’s roving setup man, but he’s been used in a lesser role lately. He signed a 2-year deal this winter in Minnesota for 
$16.75 million. 
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Busenitz has had a great year in Triple-A, with a 1.41 ERA in 32 innings, with a 37:6 strikeout-to-walk ratio. He’s also appeared in 6 games this 
year for Minnesota. 

 

 

 

Report: Trade talks between Twins and Brewers have focused on Minnesota’s infielders 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | July 11, 2018 
 
The Twins and Brewers have reportedly talked about some trades that could happen before this year’s non-waiver trade deadline at the end of the 
month. Certainly the Brewers aren’t the only team that the Twins have talked to about that subject. 
 
According to MLB.com’s Jon Morosi, the Brewers are “focused on” Eduardo Escobar and Brian Dozier, instead of any number of other veterans 
that Minnesota likely would be willing to trade. Morosi also notes that Milwaukee had free-agent discussions with Wednesday’s starter Lance 
Lynn before he signed with Minnesota. 
 
 
Jon Morosi 
✔ 
@jonmorosi 
 Source: #Brewers, #Twins have engaged in trade talks. For now, Milwaukee is more focused on the Minnesota infielders (Eduardo Escobar and 
Brian Dozier) than Lance Lynn, although the Brewers had talks with Lynn as a free agent last winter. @MLB @MLBNetwork 
 
 
Travis Shaw is Milwaukee’s third baseman and Tyler Saladino has played most of the shortstop since Orlando Arcia was sent out. At second base, 
the Brewers are splitting time between Jonathan Vilar and Brad Miller. 
 
Do you want a veteran infielder with some power who is working on an expiring contract? Dozier and Escobar both fit the bill. The Brewers 
aren’t the only team in on Dozier, and the guess here is that they wouldn’t be the only club interested in Escobar, either. 
 
One potential complicating factor: If the Twins simply hold onto Dozier and/or Escobar, the club could extend a Qualifying Offer and lock in 
either player for another year. That could be tempting on its face. But it may be even more tempting considering that if either player were to reject 
that offer the Twins would be given a compensatory draft pick to help ease the blow of losing one of their best players. 
 
 
 
 
Report: Chasing Machado, 3 N.L. teams could be landing spot for Brian Dozier 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | July 11, 2018 
 
Paging the Baltimore Orioles: Some of the teams that are talking to you about a Manny Machado trade would totally be cool with trading for 
Brian Dozier instead. 
 
Or at least that’s the sense that’s given in some recent reports. 
 
Whether that’s posturing or a legitimate interest in the Twins’ second baseman, well, that’s hard to decipher second-hand. 
 
A recent ESPN report from Jerry Crasnick indicated that three National League teams would make “potential landing spots” for Dozier — if the 
Twins decide to trade him and if those clubs miss out on the top prize of Machado. Those teams are the Dodgers, Diamondbacks and Brewers, 
according to Crasnick. 
 
 
 
The Twins are being proactive in trade talks with the non-waiver deadline still 3 weeks away. They trail Cleveland by 8.5 games in the American 
League Central standings, and a return trip to the postseason looks like a remote possibility. 
 
Dozier is in the final season of a 4-year team-friendly contract in Minnesota. He’ll be a free agent this winter. The Twins basically have three 
choices with how to handle Dozier. 
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They could sign him to a long-term contract. That option has seemed increasingly unlikely ever since the winter came and went and Dozier started 
playing games in the final year on his deal. 
They could choose to trade their second baseman. 
They could let him finish the season in Minnesota and offer him a Qualifying Offer (which he could accept or reject). If he takes it, the Twins will 
be paying him for another year to be their second baseman at a set price of about $18 million. If he turns down that offer and signs elsewhere, the 
Twins would get a compensatory draft pick next June. 
 
 
 
With deadline nearing, Brian Dozier is heating up in a timely fashion for Twins 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | July 12, 2018 
 
Brian Dozier has put together a strong start to July and the timing couldn’t be much better for the Twins. 
 
Not only has the veteran second baseman played a critical role in the team winning six of its last seven games, including Wednesday’s 8-5 win 
over the Kansas City Royals, a jump in production could only increase his trade value. After struggling for much of the first half, Dozier looks to 
be heating up as he went 3-for-5 with a home run and three RBIs and the Twins closed out a second straight series victory. 
 
Considered one of the team’s top assets headed for free agency along with Eduardo Escobar, Dozier’s name has surfaced several times this week 
in trade rumors. While reports have linked him to the Los Angeles Dodgers and Milwaukee Brewers, the only team Dozier wants to discuss is the 
Twins, who consecutively beat up on the lowly Royals and Baltimore Orioles, but still trail the Cleveland Indians by 8.5 games. 
 
 
Jeff Passan 
✔ 
@JeffPassan 
 Sources: Dodgers have stepped up pursuit of a position player and are looking beyond Manny Machado. Have had conversations with Reds about 
Scooter Gennett, Twins about Brian Dozier and Mets about Asdrubal Cabrera. Dodgers’ versatility allows them to pursue a number of positions. 
 
 
Jon Morosi 
✔ 
@jonmorosi 
 Source: #Brewers, #Twins have engaged in trade talks. For now, Milwaukee is more focused on the Minnesota infielders (Eduardo Escobar and 
Brian Dozier) than Lance Lynn, although the Brewers had talks with Lynn as a free agent last winter. @MLB @MLBNetwork 
 
 “Everything feels good,” Dozier said. “Has for a long time now. You just ride the wave. Sometimes they find the green grass, sometimes they 
find the seats, sometimes you’re walking back with your head down. 
 
“You play 162 (games) for a reason. Individually, as a team. You talk about eight games out. You play 162 for a reason. And same thing, talk to 
me about stats, talk to me in October. If they’re not there, then we’ll talk. I keep telling these guys, eight games, that’s not that much.” 
 
The team’s deficit in the American League Central standings is probably too large for the front office to keep the current rendition of the Twins’ 
25-man roster together much longer. 
 
While the trade market is flooded with sellers as the result of an abundance of teams tanking, the Twins are still well-positioned with Dozier 
because of the limited options at second base and Escobar because of his versatility. 
 
Dozier has only made himself a more attractive candidate since the calendar flipped to July. After he flew out to deep center in the first inning on 
Wednesday — “I thought I got the first one,” he said — Dozier had a hit in each of his next three at-bats. His fourth-inning infield single helped 
put the Twins ahead for good, 5-4. Then in the sixth, Dozier put the game out of reach with a two-run homer to left, his 15th of the season. 
 
  
 
Minnesota Twins 
✔ 
@Twins 
 Ok, THIS ball was crushed. We mean it this time. #MNTwins 
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Dozier is hitting .317/.378/.683 with three doubles, four homers and 11 RBIs in 45 plate appearances this month. 
 
His current run is one of Dozier’s best of what has been a trying season. Hitting coach James Rowson praised Dozier for his fortitude. 
 
“The tough part is when you know you’re not where you want to be, you’re working towards it, trying to get it, and you do square up a few balls, 
you’re not getting those knocks for them, you’re not falling in and now it’s kind of compounding,” Rowson said. “It takes serious mental 
toughness in those moments and I think that’s where he deserves a lot of credit. He’s fought through those moments … it’s nice to see him hit 
those balls hard and get rewarded.” 
 
Dozier has seen an overall jump in exit velocity over the past 11 games, producing an average of 89.2 mph in July, according to Baseball Savant. 
From March through June 30, Dozier’s average exit velocity was 86.9 mph. The 2.3-mph difference has resulted in a significant increase in both 
actual production and expected production. No surprise, the Twins have benefitted as well, scoring 41 runs in their past seven days in part because 
of Dozier’s efforts. 
 
“You look at what he’s done in the past and how he can carry a team on his own when he starts driving the ball,” said Twins starting pitcher 
Lance Lynn. “It’s good to see him get going here. Hopefully that’s something we’ll see for the rest of the season.” 
 
But how much longer Dozier and Co. stick around remains to be seen. The Twins’ front office has suggested its ready to begin trading players 
whenever it finds the right dance partner. Manager Paul Molitor acknowledged after Wednesday’s victory that he’s had discussions with players 
considered to be available in an attempt to keep them focused. 
 
“You try to monitor that as much as you can,” Molitor said. “You have conversations with guys and we talked about it at the start of this 
homestand, about the controllables and not controllables. I think these guys who are in this position understand you work, you grind, you have fun 
and the game has a way of taking care of those types of people. I’m not sure where it’s going to go, but until someone tells them otherwise, 
they’re going to put that Twins uniform on and go out there and fight.” 
 
Their chances of staying with the Twins would certainly increase if the club can continue to play well now that the also-rans are out of town. 
While they won six of seven against Kansas City and Baltimore, the Twins have a much tougher test ahead in the Tampa Bay Rays, who are in 
town for four games starting Thursday. 
 
“We have an urgency to win every day,” Lynn said. “That doesn’t matter what time of year it is, when it comes to trades. … We don’t pay 
attention to it, so whatever happens happens. In this game, I’ve learned that you go where you’re told, because they pay you. That’s just the way it 
works, unless you’ve got a no-trade clause. Then you can tell ‘em, ‘No. No thanks. I’m good.’ I don’t know if anyone has one. Maybe Joe 
(Mauer)? Everyone else can just wear it and do what they’re told.” 
 
Reed is placed on the disabled list 
Addison Reed is headed for the unknown after the Twins placed him on the 10-day disabled list on Wednesday morning. The team recalled Alan 
Busenitz from Triple-A to replace Reed. 
 
“This is going to be weird,” Reed said. “This is the first time I’m going on the DL in my career. I’m not really too sure how I’m going to handle 
myself and stay sane, but I’m going to find a way.” 
 
Reed arrived at this point as a result of reoccurring tightness in his right triceps. The right-hander’s fastball velocity has dipped in recent outings 
after spiking at 93.4 mph on May 25, according to BrooksBaseball.net. Reed’s average fastball velo hasn’t been above 91 mph in his last five 
outings. In his last five games, Reed has allowed eight earned runs in 3 2/3 innings. 
 
“You pay attention to (velocity) as one of the factors,” Molitor said. “He’s been on a little bit of a downtrend over the last couple years. To feel 
healthy enough to throw but it’s not coming out quite what you’re accustomed to, it’s one of those things where you want to make sure you do 
what you can to try to get some of that back.” 
 
Reed began the season with a 2.36 ERA and 27 strikeouts in 26 2/3 innings through May 27. Since then, his ERA has risen to 4.83. With four 
days over the All-Star break included, Reed could miss as few as six games. 
 
“If you ask any pitcher, they have some sort of tightness somewhere and this is one that started off as normal tightness,” Reed said. “It still is 
normal tightness. It just kind of hasn’t responded the way they normally do. Linger for two, three days and it’s gone. Pitch through it. We just 
kind of felt like the best plan right now is to give it a break just because it hasn’t calmed down on its own.” 
 
Santana takes a step forward 
Ervin Santana’s latest rehab outing was his best to date, but the Twins aren’t considering him for Sunday’s pre-All-Star break finale, Molitor said. 
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Santana needed only 63 pitches to complete five innings on Tuesday night at Double-A Chattanooga. The right-hander struck out six and allowed 
two runs and two hits with no walks. The rehab plan now calls for Santana to pitch at Triple-A Rochester on Sunday. 
 
“Good feedback,” Molitor said. “Probably the most encouraging outing that we’ve seen here in his three starts since ramping back up. The fact 
that he got through five innings in less than 70 pitches is encouraging. Velocity up just a hair, which is good, and I think the effectiveness of his 
off-speed pitches were probably one of the strengths of the performance.” 
 
Wilson’s hard work continues to pay off 
The bottom half of the Twins’ roster has been more formidable of late in part because of Bobby Wilson, who singled in a run and doubled in 
another on Wednesday. Wilson finished 3-for-4. The longtime catcher was a fixture in the batting cages and watching video throughout the 
entirety of the team’s last road trip in an effort to improve his offensive game. Rowson believes that one reason Wilson has started to have more 
success is that he has started to have confidence that his surgically repaired wrist is OK. Wilson is 6-for-10 with five RBIs over the past three 
games. He had nine hits and eight RBIs in 79 at-bats before the recent surge. 
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 Bobby Wilson with his first 3-hit game this season. #TwinsWin #MNTwins 
 
 “His work ethic is off the charts,” Rowson said. “He won’t ever settle for being told he’s a guy who’s a really good defensive catcher but his bat 
is just Ok. 
 
“He’s getting back to have the full confidence that the wrist is OK … sometimes you don’t want to air it out. Sometimes you’re not sure. I think 
the more at-bats he’s getting and the more he’s playing the more comfortable he is because he’s putting it through the test and it’s holding up for 
him and he’s doing it well.” 
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