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                                                      FROM THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER                  

Albert Pujols and his wife cleared in defamation suit fied by cousin 

By Jeff Fletcher 

A $7.5 million defamation lawsuit filed by Albert Pujols’ cousin against Pujols, his wife and their charitable 

organization was dismissed by a U.S. district court in St. Louis, according to Courthouse News Service. 

Pujols’ cousin, Wilfrido, reportedly filed the suit last October, alleging that Pujols’ wife, Diedre, had 

defamed him by claiming in an email that he was responsible in a fatal car crash. The complaint also 

claimed that Pujols’ wife had made inaccurate statements about Wilfrido’s criminal record. 

Wilfrido Pujols said in an email to Courthouse News Service that he will appeal. 

 

                                                                   FROM ANGELS.COM                      

Barria, Jones named Angels' Prospects of the Year 

By Maria Guardado / MLB.com  

ANAHEIM -- Jaime Barria's steep rise from Class-A Advanced Inland Empire to Triple-A Salt Lake this 

season cemented his status as one of the brightest pitching talents in the Angels' improving farm 

system. His stock was further validated after he was named the organization's Pitching Prospect of the 

Year by MLBPipeline.comfor the second consecutive year. 

Jahmai Jones earned Hitting Prospect of the Year honors for the Angels. 

Barria, a 21-year-old right-hander, logged a 2.80 ERA with a 1.07 WHIP over 141 2/3 innings across three 

Minor League levels in 2017. He finished the season at Triple-A, where he posted a 2.45 ERA in 14 2/3 

innings with three walks and 13 strikeouts. Barria, who is ranked the club's No. 8 prospect by 

MLBPipeline.com, is now on the cusp of the Majors and could serve as rotation depth for the Angels as 

early as next season. 

  

https://www.courthousenews.com/judge-clears-albert-pujols-defamation-suit/
http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/news/prospects/index.jsp
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=ana
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Angels Prospects of the Year 

2017 Jahmai Jones Jaime Barria 

2016 Matt Thaiss Jaime Barria 

2015 Kaleb Cowart Sean Newcomb 

Year Hitter Pitcher 

Signed for $60,000 out of Panama in 2013, Barria has a repertoire that includes a low-90s fastball, a 

changeup and a curveball. Earlier this year, he credited his success this season to his improved breaking 

ball. 

"My curveball has helped me a lot," said Barria, who represented the Angels at the 2017 SiriusXM All-

Star Futures Game in Miami. "My problem used to be when I had to throw the curveball for a strike, but 

now I can command it. That's why I've struck out a lot of hitters this year." 

Jones, a 20-year-old center fielder, batted .282 with a .794 OPS, 29 doubles, seven triples, 14 home runs, 

47 RBIs and 27 stolen bases in 127 games between Class A Burlington and Class-A Advanced Inland 

Empire. Jones, whose father and brother played in the NFL, possesses plus athleticism and has shown 

improved power and defense, making him the club's No. 2 prospect. 

The Angels selected Jones in the second round of the 2015 Draft out of Wesleyan High School in 

Georgia. 

Each team's Hitting and Pitching Prospects of the Year were chosen by the MLBPipeline.com staff. To 

receive consideration, players must have spent at least half the year in the Minors, appeared on the 

team's Top 30 Prospects list and played the entire year in the organization. 

http://m.mlb.com/news/article/257221356/barria-jones-angels-prospects-of-the-year/?topicid=151437456
http://m.mlb.com/news/article/205637292/matt-thaiss-jaime-barria-receive-minors-award/?topicid=151437456
http://m.mlb.com/news/article/150106892/mlb-pipelines-team-prospects-of-the-year/?topicid=151437456

