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Padres to be active ahead of Rule 5 deadline 
Club must clear space on 40-man roster or risk losing prospectsJul. 26th, 2018 
 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
 

SAN DIEGO -- Whether the transactions are major or minor, the Padres are going to be active 
over the next week. They have to be. 

An important deadline looms on Nov. 20 at 5 p.m. PT. San Diego must add a handful of its top 
prospects to the 40-man roster, or they'll be exposed to the Rule 5 Draft in December. 

But the Padres already have a full 40-man roster, meaning something has to give. Half a dozen 
or so big leaguers could be designated for assignment in the next 10 days. 

"We were obviously focused on some big-picture items in the past month," said Padres general 
manager A.J. Preller. "But we're also focused on some smaller deals, smaller moves, so it ends 
up at the end of the day that we have a strong roster, 1 to 40, and we make the most use of our 
resources here." 

Among MLB Pipeline's top 30 prospects, here's who is not protected: 

• No. 5 Chris Paddack, RHP 
• No. 12 Anderson Espinoza, RHP 
• No. 25 Austin Allen, C 
• No. 28 Edward Olivares, OF 
• No. 29 Pedro Avila, RHPJan. 19th, 2018 

A handful of prospects outside the top 30 are candidates to be added as well, including Ty 
France, Trevor Megill and Hansel Rodriguez. 

Of course, the Padres went 66-96 last season, and given those struggles, it probably shouldn't 
be too difficult to clear space. Among the players on the roster bubble: 

• Walker Lockett, RHP 
• Colin Rea, RHP 
• Luis Torrens, C 
• Carlos Asuaje, 2B 
• Jose Pirela, 2B 
• Allen Cordoba, IF 
• Javy Guerra, SS 

Those seven aren't the only candidates for designations before the deadline, but all seven have 
given the Padres a reason to potentially cut the cord. 

Lockett and Guerra weren't all that good in the Minors last season, but both were given a brief 
big league opportunity and struggled. 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/sd/roster/40-man/
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/transactions/rule-5-draft
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/transactions/designate-for-assignment
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/663978/chris-paddack
http://m.mlb.com/player/659262/anderson-espinoza
https://www.mlb.com/player/austin-allen-664119?stats=career-r-hitting-minors&year=2018
http://m.mlb.com/player/658668/edward-olivares
http://m.mlb.com/player/658648/pedro-avila
http://m.mlb.com/player/650142/hansel-rodriguez
http://m.mlb.com/player/621141/walker-lockett
http://m.mlb.com/player/607067/colin-rea
http://m.mlb.com/player/620443/luis-torrens
http://m.mlb.com/player/641319/carlos-asuaje
http://m.mlb.com/player/517369/jose-pirela
http://m.mlb.com/player/642707/allen-cordoba
http://m.mlb.com/player/642770/javy-guerra
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Asuaje and Pirela also floundered in 2018, and they could give way to the youth movement on 
the Padres' infield. Fernando Tatis Jr. and Luis Urias appear set to take over the middle spots. 
(Plus, last week's addition of Greg Garcia drops Asuaje and Pirela on the depth chart.) 

Torrens and Cordoba -- once Rule 5 selections themselves -- are far from big league ready. And 
Rea simply hasn't been the same since his 2016 Tommy John surgery. He posted a 5.73 ERA 
in the Minors this year. 
Of course, there are other ways to clear roster space. The Padres traded catcher Raffy 
Lopez to Atlanta this month for cash or a player to be named. Lopez was unlikely to be retained 
in the first place. 

In that same light, the Padres' front office has been active in trying to find trade partners for 
some of its would-be roster casualties. Preller has insisted the cuts haven't been decided upon. 

"It's fluid," Preller said. "It's honestly a day-to-day thing. We've already made a couple roster-
cleanup-type moves. There's been plenty of discussion in the last month." 

 

 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/649966/luis-urias
http://m.mlb.com/player/594824/greg-garcia
http://m.mlb.com/player/607257/raffy-lopez
http://m.mlb.com/player/607257/raffy-lopez
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Potts hits pair of singles in AFL on Monday 
MLB.com 
Nov. 12th, 2018 
 
Blue Jays (Surprise) 
Blue Jays No. 1 prospect Vladimir Guerrero Jr. is hitting .351 after going 1-for-3 with a two-run 
single. Cavan Biggio (No. 9) went 0-for-3, but made a nice diving catch in right field. Jackson 
McClelland had a rough afternoon as he gave up three runs (two earned) and issued a pair of 
walks in one inning.  

Orioles (Glendale) 
Chris Lee notched five strikeouts across 3 1/3 innings for the Desert Dogs. Lee, who has a 3.05 
ERA in the AFL, walked one and gave up two runs on four hits. Steve Wilkerson went 0-for-4 
with three strikeouts, while Ryan McKenna (Orioles' No. 12 prospect) went 0-for-2 with a walk. 
Tanner Chleborad cruised through 1 2/3 scoreless innings, striking out four and surrendering 
just one hit. 

Rays (Peoria) 
Rays No. 9 prospect Lucius Fox went 0-for-3 with two walks and a run scored out of the 
leadoff spot. 

Red Sox (Mesa) 
Red Sox No. 6 prospect Bobby Dalbec and Josh Ockimey (No. 10) went a combined 1-for-7 
while hitting fourth and fifth in Mesa's lineup. 

Yankees (Glendale) 
Yankees No. 2 prospect Estevan Florial and Thairo Estrada (No. 16) each collected a hit for 
the Desert Dogs. Florial went 1-for-3 with two runs scored and Estrada finished 1-for-5. On the 
mound, Matt Wivinis threw one-third of an inning and picked up the save. 

AL Central 

Indians (Glendale) 
Rob Kaminsky improved to 3-0 and lowered his AFL ERA to 1.86 with 1 1/3 scoreless innings. 
Connor Marabell boosted his average to .303 as he went 2-for-4 and scored a pair of runs, while 
Li-Jen Chu drove Marabell home with an RBI double in in the fourth. Chu finished 1-for-4. 

Royals (Surprise) 
Royals No. 2 prospect Khalil Lee went 0-for-5 with four strikeouts. Meibrys Viloria and Nick 
Heath each went 1-for-4, with Viloria picking up an RBI in the process. Scott Blewett (No. 26) 
gave up two runs and struck out six over five innings of four-hit ball. Grant Gavin issued a pair of 
walks and gave up a hit but escaped the game with a scoreless inning. 

Tigers (Mesa) 
Daz Cameron (Tigers No. 8 prospect) went 0-for-4. Sandy Baez (No. 26) only faced two 
batters, but struck out one and retired both. John Schreiber also fanned one and threw a clean 
inning. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=tor
http://m.mlb.com/player/595296/chris-lee
http://m.mlb.com/player/592859/steve-wilkerson
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=bal
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=tb
http://m.mlb.com/player/665650/lucius-fox
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=bos
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=nyy
http://m.mlb.com/player/642731/thairo-estrada
http://m.mlb.com/player/641739/rob-kaminsky
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=kc
http://m.mlb.com/player/650619/meibrys-viloria
http://m.mlb.com/player/663662/daz-cameron
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=det
http://m.mlb.com/player/622783/sandy-baez
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Twins (Salt River) 
Jaylin Davis went 1-for-4 with a double and a run scored. It was a challenging day for Twins 
relievers, starting with Devin Smeltzer, who allowed two earned runs on three hits and one walk 
in one-third of an inning. Hector Lujan gave up two unearned runs on two hits in two-thirds of an 
inning, taking the loss. 

White Sox (Glendale) 
White Sox No. 4 prospect Luis Robert saw his average dip to .338 after going 0-for-4. Zach 
Thompson walked one and gave up a hit but kept the opponents off the board in 1 2/3 innings 
on the mound. 

AL West 

A's (Mesa) 
Skye Bolt, the Athletics' No. 30 prospect, went 1-for-3 with a single. Calvin Coker retired both 
batters he faced, while Sam Sheehan didn't fare quite as well. Sheehan spun an inning but was 
charged with two runs on two hits. 

Angels (Mesa) 
Angels No. 4 prospect Jahmai Jones hit his sixth Fall League double as part of a 2-for-5 effort. 
David MacKinnon also picked up a hit and finished 1-for-4 with an RBI. 

Astros (Scottsdale) 
Ronnie Dawson hit his first homer of the Fall League, a solo shot that highlighted his 1-for-4 
afternoon. 

Mariners (Peoria) 
Mariners No. 2 prospect Evan White went 1-for-4 with a double, two RBIs, a walk and a run 
scored. It was his sixth double of the Fall League season. Joe DeCarlo started at catcher and 
went 0-for-4 with a strikeout. Wyatt Mills (No. 9) pitched two-thirds of an inning of scoreless 
relief, giving up two hits. David McKay notched the win in relief, allowing one unearned run on 
one hit in one inning with one strikeout. 

Rangers (Surprise) 
Joe Barlow struck out one, but gave up hits, including a walk-off double, to the other two batters 
he faced. Joe Kuzia also pitched in relief and spun a scoreless inning. 

NL East 

Braves (Peoria) 
Braves No. 6 prospect Cristian Pache went 1-for-5 with a single, a run scored and four 
strikeouts. Ray-Patrick Didder went 0-for-4. Thomas Burrows (No. 19) pitched one inning of 
relief, allowing one earned run on two hits and a walk. 

Marlins (Salt River) 
Marlins No. 17 prospect Jordan Yamamoto continued his impressive Fall League campaign 
with five scoreless innings. Yamamoto allowed one hit and one walk while striking out six. The 
right-hander lowered his AFL ERA to 2.08. Bryson Brigman (No. 27) went 1-for-5 with a stolen 

http://m.mlb.com/player/656970/devin-smeltzer
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=cws
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=oak
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ana
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sea
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=atl
http://m.mlb.com/player/641425/thomas-burrows
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=mia
http://m.mlb.com/player/657141/jordan-yamamoto
http://m.mlb.com/player/624417/bryson-brigman
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base and a run scored. Brian Miller (No. 12) went 2-for-4 with an RBI. Chad Smith pitched a 
hitless inning of relief, walking one and striking out two. More >> 

Phillies (Scottsdale) 
Darick Hall entered the game as a pinch-hitter in the bottom of the ninth and came up clutch 
with an RBI single. Phillies No. 11 prospect Arquimedes Gamboa went 1-for-3. Luke Williams 
went 0-for-3. Seth McGarry gave up two runs on two hits in two innings out of the bullpen 
before handing off to Luke Leftwich, who yielded one hit, but threw 1 1/3 scoreless innings. 

Nationals (Salt River) 
Nationals No. 2 prospect Carter Kieboom had a nice day at the plate, going 4-for-5 with four 
singles, an RBI and a run scored. Tres Barrera (No. 15) went 1-for-5 with an RBI double. Daniel 
Johnson (No. 7) went 0-for-3 with a walk. 

Mets (Scottsdale) 
Mets No. 1 prospect Andres Gimenez was just 1-for-5 at the plate, but that lone hit was a big 
one, as he came through with a walk-off two-run double in the bottom of the ninth. Peter Alonso 
(No. 2) also picked up an RBI and finished 1-for-4. Desmond Lindsay (No. 11) drew a pair of 
walks, but was otherwise 0-for-2.  

 
NL Central 

Brewers (Peoria) 
Weston Wilson went 2-for-5 with a run scored, including a 10th-inning single that led to the 
winning run scoring on an error on the same play. Trent Grisham (Brewers No. 19) went 2-for-3 
with an RBI triple, a walk and a run scored. Grisham's three-bagger tied the game in the ninth. 
Daniel Brown tossed 1 1/3 innings of scoreless relief, allowing one hit and striking out two. 

Cardinals (Surprise) 
Andy Young is hitting .328 after his 2-for-3 afternoon, which included an RBI double. 

Cubs (Mesa) 
Cubs No. 6 prospect Nico Hoerner tripled, his fourth of the AFL, and finished 1-for-4. DJ 
Wilson (No. 16) went 0-for-4 with a pair of strikeouts, while P.J. Higgins picked up an RBI and 
went 1-for-3. Justin Steele (No. 8) gave up five hits over four innings, but limited the damage to 
just two runs (one earned). Steele walked two, struck out three and has a 5.79 ERA in the 
AFL. Manuel Rondon threw a scoreless two-thirds of an inning. 

Pirates (Surprise) 
Cole Tucker, the Pirates' No. 5 prospect, went 0-for-4, but is still hitting .351. Bryan 
Reynolds (No. 8) finished 1-for-4. Will Craig (No. 16) went 1-for-3, while also drawing a walk 
and scoring a run. 

Reds (Scottsdale) 
Reds No. 2 prospect Taylor Trammell boosted his AFL average to .280 as he collected a pair 
of hits and finished 2-for-4. Shed Long (No. 8) entered the game as a pinch-hitter in the ninth 
and struck out in his lone at-bat. Ty Boyles picked up the win for the Scorpions after throwing 1 
1/3 scoreless innings in relief. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/605477/chad-smith
https://www.mlb.com/news/marlins-yamamoto-throws-five-scoreless-in-afl/c-300604324?tid=151437456
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=phi
http://m.mlb.com/player/664121/seth-mcgarry
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=was
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=nym
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=mil
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=chc
http://m.mlb.com/player/642396/manuel-rondon
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=pit
http://m.mlb.com/player/668804/bryan-reynolds
http://m.mlb.com/player/668804/bryan-reynolds
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=cin
http://m.mlb.com/player/643418/shed-long
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NL West 

D-backs (Salt River) 
It was a fairly quiet day at the plate for D-backs prospects as Pavin Smith (Arizona's No. 4 
prospect), Daulton Varsho (No. 5) and Drew Ellis (No. 9) combined to go 2-for-13. Smith and 
Ellis each had a single, while Ellis also drew a walk. 

Dodgers (Glendale) 
Dodgers No. 20 prospect Errol Robinson went 1-for-4. Jared Walker hasn't hit particularly well 
in Arizona, but came through with a double and two RBIs for the Desert Dogs. Jordan Sheffield 
(No. 26) issued two walks but didn't give up a run in his two-thirds of an inning. More >> 

Giants (Scottsdale) 
Giants No. 28 prospect CJ Hinojosa went 0-for-3 and is hitting just .150 in the Fall League. 
Matt Winn also had a tough day at the plate and finished 0-for-2. Garrett Williams (No. 20) 
struggled with his command -- issuing four walks -- but did rack up six strikeouts in four innings. 
The lefty, who has a 1.88 ERA in the AFL, gave up two runs on four hits. 

Padres (Peoria) 
Padres No. 23 prospect Hudson Potts went 2-for-5 with a pair of singles. Buddy Reed (No. 13) 
went 0-for-4 with a walk. Miguel Diaz got the start for the Javelinas and pitched three scoreless 
innings with one hit allowed, one walk and three strikeouts. Travis Radke was the first reliever 
out of Peoria's bullpen, and he allowed two earned runs on four hits in three innings, striking out 
one. 

Rockies (Salt River)  
Jesus Tinoco (Rockies No. 20 prospect) continued his strong Fall League season, lowering 
his ERA to 1.72 with 1 2/3 innings of hitless relief. Tinoco walked one and struck out two. Justin 
Lawrence (No. 17) also pitched in relief, giving up one earned run on two hits and one walk with 
three strikeouts. 

 

  

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ari
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ari
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=la
https://www.mlb.com/news/dodgers-walker-turns-around-hitting-in-afl/c-300602308?tid=151437456
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sf
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/622766/miguel-diaz
http://m.mlb.com/player/622786/jesus-tinoco
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=col
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Friar talk: Pondering the 
Padres’ potential cuts 
Jeff Sanders  

The early part of the hot stove season, at least in San Diego, has been about roster 
management more than anything. 

Minor league catcher Raffy Lopez was traded away to the Braves for cash. Greg 
Garcia was added to compete for a utility spot. Kazuhisa Makita was outrighted to 
Triple-A El Paso and Alex Dickerson elected free agency after he was removed from 
the roster. 

Not difficult decisions. 

But some could be around the corner. 

The Padres’ 40-man roster is already full, teams have until Nov. 20 to protect eligible 
prospects from the Rule 5 draft (think Chris Paddack, Anderson 
Espinoza, Austin Allen) and until Nov. 30 to non-tender players who may not be 
worth what they’ll make in arbitration (think, perhaps, Cory Spangenberg). 

A.J. Preller can remedy the situation any number of ways as he pursues an upgrade 
for the rotation, avenues to free up the logjam in the outfield and roster space for his 
highly coveted prospects. 

Here’s a look at the names (presented in alphabetical order) that could find 
themselves on the chopping block if Preller is looking for space on his 40-man roster, 
why the Padres could hold the player and why they might just fold: 

2B Carlos Asuaje 

• Hold: One of four prospects acquired in the Craig Kimbrel deal, the 27-year-
old Asuaje’s upside is evident in his .289/.370/.443 batting line across six 
minor league seasons, including .314/.386/.463 in 47 games during his 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/atlanta-braves-ORSPT000003-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/alex-dickerson-PESPTF00615-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cory-spangenberg--PESPT000011621-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carlos-asuaje-PESPTF00608-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/craig-kimbrel-PESPT000010173-topic.html
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demotion(s) to Triple-A El Paso. He hit as any as 15 homers in 2014 and adds 
value as a left-handed hitter capable of playing second and third base. 

• Fold: His batting average plummeted from .270 to .196 from his second to 
third year in the majors and his OPS dropped from .696 to .566. With Luis 
Urias and Fernando Tatis Jr. knocking on the door, at best Asuaje is 
competing for a left-handed bench role with Cory Spangenberg and Greg 
Garcia. The Padres could decide to cut Asuaje loose before camp if they don’t 
think he’ll win the job. 

RHP Colten Brewer 

• Hold: He’s 26 and throws a curve and a slider off a mid-90s fastball, a 
combination that allowed him to strike out 11.8 batters per nine innings while 
posting a 3.75 ERA in 48 innings at Triple-A El Paso. 

• Fold: Signed to a major league deal last year, Brewer posted a 9.11 ERA in 
his MLBdebut, albeit only 9 2/3 innings in 2018. The Padres auditioned a 
number of young relievers last summer and have one of their brightest – 19-
year-old Andres Munozcomes to mind – on the come, leaving the leash 
rather short if Brewer’s going to carve out a long-term future in San Diego. 

INF Allen Cordoba 

• Hold: The Padres stashed the 22-year-old on the roster in 2017 as a Rule 5 
draft pick, one they expected all along to continue to develop in the farm 
system. A concussion slowed him considerably in 2018, but Cordoba’s return to 
San Diego was always a long-term project. 

• Fold: He hit only .206/.233/.310 in 2018 at high Single-A Lake Elsinore and is 
surrounded by up-the-middle prospects, from Fernando Tatis Jr. and Owen 
Miller ahead of him at Triple-A El Paso and Double-A Amarillo and Gabriel 
Ariasat low Single-A Fort Wayne. 

SS Javier Guerra 

• Hold: The 23-year-old is as gifted as they come in the field and boasts plus 
power when he makes contact. The tools allow the Padres to continue to dream 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/allen-cordoba-PESPTF00613-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/javy-guerra-PESPTF00617-topic.html
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on the potential – think .778 OPS and 15 homers the year before the Padres got 
him in the Craig Kimbrel trade – even as Guerra continues to scuffle at the 
plate. 

• Fold: He struck out nine times in his 19 big league plate appearances (.388 
OPS) and has struck out in 28 percent of his career minor league plate 
appearances, leading some to wonder if he’ll ever hit enough for his glove to 
become an asset in the majors. 

RHP Brett Kennedy 

• Hold: The 24-year-old had one of the best minor league seasons by a Padres 
pitching prospect in 2018, posting a 2.72 ERA and 80 strikeouts in 89 1/3 
innings as an all-star in the hitter-friendly Pacific Coast League. 

• Fold: Kennedy posted a 6.75 ERA and allowed six homers in 26 2/3 innings in 
his first big league action, a stint that ended due to a patellar tendon 
debridement. Because Kennedy was an 11th-round draft pick who ranks well 
below the top pitching prospects in the organization – some of whom will knock 
on the door in 2019 – the Padres could explore using his roster spot on 
someone else. 

RHP Walker Lockett 

• Hold: The 24-year-old was once one of the organization’s better pitching 
prospects, when he posted a 2.96 ERA in 164 innings in rising from low Single-
A to Triple-A in a single season. 

• Fold: In his first 15 big league innings, the 24-year-old Lockett allowed 16 runs 
on 22 hits and four homers as opponents hit .333 against a 24-year-old 
holdover from the previous regime. He may not have had his last shot in the 
organization, but Lockett – who had a 4.73 ERA at Triple-A El Paso – may not 
have done enough to hold onto his roster spot heading into camp. 

RHP Bryan Mitchell 

• Hold: The 27-year-old fashioned a 2.19 ERA in four starts after his lengthy DL 
stint, perhaps renewing hope on the gamble the Padres took in taking 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/javier-guerra-PESPT0015274-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/walker-lockett-PESPTF00620-topic.html
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on Chase Headley’s $13 million salary to get a look at Mitchell in the 
rotation. Mitchell is projected to earn about $1.2 million in arbitration, 
according to MLBTradeRumors.com, so he’s plenty affordable if the Padres 
want to continue the experimentation during a free-for-all camp battle for 
rotation spots. 

• Fold: He posted a 5.79 ERA in his last year with the Yankees and a 5.42 ERA in 
73 innings in 2018 with the Padres. With a 5.15 ERA over 171 innings in the 
majors, Mitchell very well may have already shown everyone who he is. 

UT Jose Pirela 

• Hold: Padres manager Andy Green is a huge fan of Pirela’s effort and his 83-
game sample in 2017 – .837 OPS, 10 homers, 40 RBIs – remains something to 
dream on. 

• Fold: His OPS dropped to .645 in 2018, he hit just five homers in the middle of 
the order and his average launch angle (4.7 degrees) ranked 177 out of 186 
batters with at least 300 batted balls. He’s under team control through 2022, 
but he’s already 28 and surrounded in the organization by younger prospects 
with much higher ceilings. 

RHP Colin Rea 

• Hold: Before his 2016 Tommy John surgery, Rea climbed to the top of the 
organization’s pitching prospect list in 2015 with a 1.95 ERA in 101 2/3 innings 
as he rose from Double-A to Triple-A and ultimately the majors. He has a 4.69 
ERA in the majors and was thought of well enough at one point for the Marlins 
to ask for him in the 2016 Andrew Cashner trade (the health of Rea’s elbow 
ultimately nixed that portion of the deal). 

• Fold: He’s now 28 years old, missed all of 2017 and posted a 5.73 ERA in 75 
1/3 innings this year in the high minors. Starting pitching is a strength of the 
farm system and Rea’s spotty 2018 campaign could tempt the Padres to pull 
him from the roster while he continues his return from surgery. 

2B Cory Spangenberg 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colin-rea-PESPTF00624-topic.html
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• Hold: A down year at the plate has everything to do with extreme splits. 
Spangenberg was unplayable against left-handers (.417 OPS) in 2018 but 
respectable against right-handers (.725 OPS), which could increase his match-
up play in 2019. Also, as cold as he was at times this year, production like he 
showcased in August (.279/.389/.443) continues to tease of his potential. 

• Fold: The 27-year-old Spangenberg’s OPS dropped from .723 to .661 last year, 
he made $1.7 million in 2018 and is projected by MLBTradeRumors.com to 
make $2.3 million next year. That’s a lot to pay for a bat off the bench, 
especially when you have a much cheaper option in Greg Garcia ($569,600 in 
2018), one who is better defensively at a position of need (back-up shortstop). 
It’s difficult to see the Padres pulling the plug on their 10th overall pick from the 
2010 draft, but Spangenberg could be running out of time to live up to his 
status as a first-rounder. 

C Luis Torrens 

• Hold: Another Rule 5 stash in 2017, Torrens held his own while bouncing all 
the way back to high Single-A Lake Elsinore this year. The 22-year-old 
Venezuelan hit .280/.320/.406 with six homers and 73 RBIs in establishing his 
floor as a big league backup at the very least. 

• Fold: He hit .163/.243/.203 in his first 56-game stint in the majors and is 
significantly blocked in the organization by Austin Hedges and Francisco 
Mejiain the majors and Austin Allen at Double-A. Behind him, Luis 
Campusano also ranks as one of the organization’s top prospects, which could 
tempt the Padres into attempting to pass him through waivers. 

RHP Rowan Wick 

• Hold: He’s 26 years old, his fastball approaches 100 mph and he averaged 10.7 
strikeouts per nine innings while sporting a 2.67 ERA in 54 innings in the high 
minors. The Padres claimed him a year ago and would likely lose Wick if they, 
too, tried to pass him through waivers. 

• Fold: The Padres, at the moment, are teaming with young, hard-throwing 
prospects. When push comes to shove, Wick, like Colten Brewer, could be 
viewed as more of a luxury than a necessity if the Padres need the roster spot. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-torrens-PESPTF00630-topic.html
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Around the water cooler 

• The Padres, by most accounts, have one of the deepest farm systems in the 
game. Fangraphs.com, in particular, rates it the best in its post-2018 rankings. 
The group, according to the study, is worth 50.9 WAR in present-day value, 
nearly six wins better than the next best team (Braves) and more than 10 wins 
better than the third-best team (White Sox). 

• And because we’re officially in the hot stove season and waiting for the first big 
move, here’s a nugget from MLB.com on the Padres’ top trade asset, 
reliever Craig Stammen: “Stammen has performed well during his two years 
with San Diego, posting a 2.73 ERA in 2018 with 10 strikeouts per nine innings 
and a 5-to-1 strikeout-to-walk ratio. A contender would likely give the Padres 
something of value for Stammen, who is due $2.25 million and will be a free 
agent after 2019, his age-35 season.” 

• And in case you missed it from the Union-Tribune, here’s stories on the wrap-
up from the last day of the General Managers Meetings, where things stand in 
the NL West and what other GMs are saying about the Padres’ collection of 
prospects. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/post-2018-farm-system-rankings/
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/each-mlb-teams-top-trade-candidates/c-300085752
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/craig-stammen-PESPT0015561-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-sonny-gray-prospects-trades-1108-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-nl-west-window-20181109-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-nl-west-window-20181109-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/columnists/bryce-miller/sd-sp-miller-padres-preller-20181111-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/columnists/bryce-miller/sd-sp-miller-padres-preller-20181111-story.html
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Offseason leagues: Edward 
Olivares trending up ahead 
of Rule 5 draft 
Jeff Sanders  

Before long, the Padres will have to decide whether or not to protect Edward 
Olivares from the upcoming Rule 5 draft. 

The 22-year-old Venezuelan is making it a difficult decision. 

Even after a 1-for-5 effort Sunday in Venezuelan’s winter league, Olivares has paired 
an .903 OPS with two homers, 14 RBIs and five steals in 22 games with los Tigres de 
Aragua. 

Olivares is hitting .465/.550/1.015 over his last 10 games in particular, an effort that 
includes two triples and a double. 

The chief return when the Padres sent Yangervis Solarte to the Blue Jays last 
winter, Olivares was a midseason all-star this year at high Single-A Lake Elsinore, 
where he hit .277/.321/.429 with 12 homers, 62 RBIs and a career-high 21 steals while 
seeing most of his action in center field. 

The Padres’ top-30 prospects, as ranked by MLB.com, includes two center fielders – 
former Lake Elsinore teammate Buddy Reed (No. 13) and Jeisson Rosario (No. 19) – 
ahead of the unranked Olivares. However, neither have as much time in pro ball as 
Edwards, who is among the prospects the Padres have to add to the 40-man roster by 
Nov. 20 to protect them from the Rule 5 draft. 

Olivares signed with the Blue Jays in the 2014 international market for $1,000. He 
ranked as high as No. 17 in Toronto’s season after the 2017 season, when he paired a 
.269/.327/.468 batting line with 17 homers, 72 RBIs and 20 steals in 120 games with 
two A-ball affiliates. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/yangervis-solarte-PESPTF00629-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/toronto-blue-jays-ORSPT000030-topic.html
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Other Padres prospects who have to be added to the 40-man roster ahead of the Nov. 
20 deadline include right-handers Chris Paddack, Anderson 
Espinoza and Pedro Avila, catcher Austin Allen, third baseman Ty France and 
outfielder Michael Gettys. 

ROUNDUP 

Arizona Fall League 

• CF Buddy Reed (San Antonio) is hitting .367/.424/.533 with a homer, double, 
triple, six RBIs and 13 runs scored in 15 games for Peoria. He has 11 strikeouts 
against six walks. 

• C Austin Allen (San Antonio) has paired two homers and 13 RBIs with a 
.245/.349/.415 batting line through 14 games. He has struck out 18 times in 53 
at-bats. 

• 3B Hudson Potts (San Antonio) is hitting .235/.350/.397 with two homers 
and 13 RBIs in 18 games with Peoria. He has struck out 23 times against 11 
walks. 

• RHP Miguel Diaz (San Diego) has allowed eight runs over his last two starts 
(6 1/3 IP), pushing his ERA to 5.71 through 17 1/3 frames. Diaz has struck out 
16 and walked eight. He has not given up a homer. 

• RHP Dauris Valdez (Lake Elsinore) has saved two games but has a 5.00 ERA 
in nine innings this winter. He has struck out 14 and walked four. 

• RHP Blake Rogers (Lake Elsinore) has allowed two runs – one earned – in 
six innings of relief. He has struck out five and walked two. 

Mexican winter league 

• 3B Christian Villanueva (San Diego) is 0-for-9 with two strikeouts and two 
walks in three games to start his winter with Obregon. Villanueva hit 20 homers 
in the regular season before a broken finger ended his season in August. 

• RHP Chris Huffman (El Paso) allowed four runs in two innings in 
Wednesday’s start, pushing is ERA to 4.56 in 23 2/3 innings (five starts) this 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/miguel-diaz-PESPTF00614-topic.html
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winter with Caneros de los Mochis. Huffman has struck out 14, walked 10 and 
allowed 23 hits, including two homers. 

• RHP Gerardo Reyes (San Antonio) has 11 strikeouts over 9 2/3 scoreless 
innings for Obregon. He has scattered four hits and two walks. 

Dominican winter league 

• SS Fernando Tatis Jr. (San Antonio) is expected to start his winterball 
assignment this week with Estrella, who is managed by Fernando Tatis. The 
younger Tatis – an All-Star Futures Game rep last year and the top prospect in 
the Padres organization – is coming back from season-ending thumb surgery. 

• OF Franmil Reyes (San Diego) homered for the second week in a row with 
Escogido and is hitting .375/.444/.594 with two homers, three RBIs and six 
runs scored in nine games. He has struck out eight times in 32 at-bats against 
four walks. 

• RHP Eric Yardley (El Paso) has turned in six straight scoreless innings for 
Cibao, lowering his ERA to 0.79 in 11 1/3 innings this winter. He has struck out 
six and walked six. 

Venezuelan winter league 

• RHP Pedro Avila (Lake Elsinore) has allowed two earned runs in four starts 
(20 1/3 IP) for Margarita, striking out 25 and scattering 15 hits and three walks. 

• SS Gabrial Aras (Fort Wayne) is hitting .267/.353/.267 with 10 strikeouts and 
six walks in 17 games for La Guaira. He is 2-for-2 in steal attempts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/all-star-futures-game-EVSPR000176-topic.html
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Transaction tracker: Brett 
Nichols signs with Rockies 
Jeff Sanders  

Either Austin Hedges or Francisco Mejia – or perhaps both – will handle the 
catching duties at the big league level in San Diego. Austin Allen is in line for most 
of the plate time at Triple-A El Paso and Luis Torrens will likely open 2019 as 
Double-A Amarillo. 

That left little room for someone like Brett Nicholas to fit into long-term plans 
behind the plate. 

So the 30-year-old Nicholas found a fit elsewhere over the weekend, signing a minor 
league deal with the Colorado Rockies, according to MLB.com. 

Acquired last April future considerations, Nicholas paired a career-best .839 OPS 
with 16 homers and 83 RBIs in 117 games at Triple-A El Paso. 

He hit .291/.353/.485, doubled 30 times and scored 65 runs. 

In Colorado, Nicholas will have to win a job as a non-roster invitee against 
incumbents Chris Iannetta, Tony Wolters and Tom Murphy. 

DEPARTING MINOR LEAGUE FREE AGENTS 

• C: Brett Nichols (Rockies) 
• 2B: River Stevens 
• 3B: Diego Goris 
• SS: Dusty Coleman 
• OF: Alex Dickerson, Matt Szczur, Forrestt Allday, Allen Craig, Shane Peterson 
• RHP: Carter Capps, Jonathan Aro, Erik Johnson, Seth Simmonds, Elias Torres 
• LHP: Jose Torres 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/austin-hedges-PESPTF00618-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-torrens-PESPTF00630-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
https://www.mlb.com/news/brett-nicholas-signs-minors-deal-with-rockies/c-300556966
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chris-iannetta-PESPT000010137-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/allen-craig-PESPT000009985-topic.html
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Padres minor league pitcher 
hit with PED ban 
Jeff Sanders  

Padres right-hander Heriberto Sosa was one of three minor leaguers suspended 
Friday for violating baseball’s drug prevention and treatment program. 

Signed in the 2017-18 window out of the Dominican Republic, Sosa – who turned 20 
on Friday – was banned 72 games without pay after testing positive for Stanozolol, a 
performance enhancing drug. 

The 6-foot, 170-pound Sosa debuted this year in the rookie-level Dominican Summer 
League, posting a 5.70 ERA, a 1.52 WHIP and 26 strikeouts in his first 23 2/3 
professional innings. 

Pirates right-hander Cristian Charle received a 72-game suspension for testing 
positive for Stanozolol and Athletics right-hander Oscar Tovar received a 50-game 
ban for testing positive for Phentermine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
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Padres not ready yet, but 
window is opening in NL 
West 
Jeff Sanders  

As General Manager A.J. Preller sold off the fruit of his first offseason to prepare for a 
longer-term strategy, 2019 was an optimistic target as the Padres sketched out a 
window to return to relevance. Yet after eight straight losing seasons, mounting 
evidence points to 2020 and 2021 as more realistic goals. 

Most of the talent fetched in the infamous spending spree in the international market 
finished this year in Single-A. One starting pitcher, as they’re rumored to be pursuing, 
by himself won’t lift a staff that ranked last in the NL in ERA last year. 

Fernando Tatis Jr., Luis Urias and Francisco Mejia, alone, can’t turn around a lineup 
that has finished last in on-base percentage the last three years. 

Building from the ground up takes time. 

Thing is, the time might be ripe for a changing of the guard in the NL West. 

As the GM meetings wrapped up this week in Carlsbad, much remained unknown 
about what will unfold this offseason save for this fact: 

The Padres’ rivals will look drastically different when pitchers and catchers report in 
February. 

Especially at the top. 

The Dodgers — winners of six straight division titles and the last two NL pennants — 
are paying Clayton Kershaw like an ace for the next three years ($31 million each) on 
the heels of a World Series (7.36 ERA) performance that exacerbated the perception 
Father Time is sapping the southpaw of his Cy Young stuff. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-west-ORSPT00000195-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-dodgers-ORSPT000015-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clayton-kershaw-PESPT000010172-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/world-series-15007006-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cy-young-award-EVSPR000088-topic.html
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Aside from an aging Kershaw, left-hander Hyun-Jin Ryu and catcher Yasmani 
Grandal are weighing qualifying offers; Manny Machado, Ryan Madson and Brian 
Dozier are unrestricted free agents, and the coaching and front office staff have lost a 
number of faces, most notably third-base coach Chris Woodward to manage the 
Rangers and Farhan Zaidi to helm the Giants’ baseball operations. 

Manager Dave Roberts will be back, but he’ll be overseeing a roster with some of its 
most consistent producers — Justin Turner, Matt Kemp and Rich Hill — approaching 
or past their mid-30s. 

That’s hardly a problem when you’ve got limitless pockets, although the Dodgers — 
under Andrew Friedman — hardly appear ready to bolster their roster with a $300 
million offer for Machado or Bryce Harper. 

Quite the opposite actually, according to a recent Los Angeles Times story that 
tracked down a document that told potential investors the Dodgers projected their 
payroll for $185 million in 2019 and 2020, $191 million in 2021 and $196 million in 
2022. 

The Dodgers’ payroll this year, with an eye on staying under the luxury tax, was $195 
million. Assuming Grandal and Ryu accept their qualifying offers and they offer 
salary arbitration to six eligible players on the postseason roster and the injured 
Corey Seager, the Times projects the team spending $190 million on just 16 players. 

Something’s got to give. 

Just probably not the Dodgers’ resolve to be cost-efficient, even after another bitter 
World Series defeat. 

“I think anytime you end the season on a loss … I think you have to examine and 
review the year and factor in what makes sense as you look ahead,” Friedman, 
starting his fifth year as president of baseball operations, said this week at the GM 
meetings. “A lot pertains to your personnel, where you are heading into that 
offseason, which is different every offseason and will be different the next offseason, 
but I think as we stand here right now the core group of talent we have in place, the 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hyun-jin-ryu-PESPT0016715-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/yasmani-grandal-PESPT0015267-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/yasmani-grandal-PESPT0015267-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ryan-madson-PESPT000010212-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-francisco-giants-ORSPT000025-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/andrew-friedman-PEBSL000489-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bryce-harper-PESPT0015285-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/sports/dodgers/la-sp-dodgers-payroll-20181105-story.html
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talent we have coming and the financial flexibility are all things that bode well for us 
as we look to 2019 and beyond. 

“Our mindset and focus hasn't changed.” 

The division, however, is changing. 

Zaidi is leaving Friedman’s think tank to reboot a Giants organization that’s fielded 
back-to-back losing teams for the first time since Bruce Bochy’s first two years in San 
Francisco, an endeavor that will ultimately seek to inject youth into a roster that’s 
aging quickly. 

A 31-year-old Buster Posey isn’t nearly as attractive on the days he’s asked to play 
first base, and those days occur more and more often. Injuries have limited Madison 
Bumgarner to just 240 innings the last two years. Evan Longoria just turned 33 and 
was a shell of his former self in his first year in San Francisco. And who knows 
what Johnny Cueto will look like when he comes back from last year’s Tommy John 
procedure? 

Meanwhile, the Diamondbacks faded from a fast start, will have to bid against the 
Yankees if they want to keep left-hander Patrick Corbin in Arizona, could also lose 
A.J. Pollock to free agency and could trade Paul Goldschmidt before he walks after 
2019. 

In Colorado, the Rockies have qualified for back-to-back playoffs for the first time 
ever under Bud Black, but are contending with losing DJ LeMahieu to free agency this 
year and very well could see Nolan Arenado walk after 2019. 

And the Padres? 

They’ve got “financial flexibility,” as Preller has said, but not a lot of inclination to 
truly use it on a team still building. They’ve got one of the best farm systems in 
baseball. They’ve got some pieces already in San Diego. They’ve got a plan in motion. 

They can only hope it lines up with the window cracking open in the NL West. 

 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bruce-bochy-PESPT0000011511-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/buster-posey-PESPT000010338-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/madison-bumgarner-PESPT000009940-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/madison-bumgarner-PESPT000009940-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/evan-longoria-PESPT000010202-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/johnny-cueto-PESPT000009993-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/arizona-diamondbacks-ORSPT000002-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/paul-goldschmidt-PESPT0015261-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bud-black-PESPT0000011510-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/dj-lemahieu-PESPT0015348-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/nolan-arenado-PESPT0016702-topic.html
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Report: Cubs open to 
trading USD's Kris Bryant 
Jeff Sanders  

Could Kris Bryant – the face of the Cubs’ 2016 World Championship – return to San 
Diego? 

The idea’s not unimaginable. 

At least not as unimaginable as it was two winters ago. 

The Cubs, according to a report from ESPN’s Buster Olney, are open to trading their 
star third baseman as soon as this winter and the Padres are shopping for, among 
other things, a long-term answer at the hot corner. 

Cubs president Theo Epstein has since downplayed the report. (Click here for that 
story). 

As far as San Diego is concerned, it would be a match made in heaven. 

The 26-year-old Bryant was college baseball’s player of the year as a junior at USD the 
summer he was selected second overall by the Cubs. His rise to stardom included 
minor league player of the year the following season, NL Rookie of the Year in 2015 
and NL MVPwhile leading the Cubs to a World Series title in 2016. 

Bryant also homered in his second All-Star Game – at Petco Park, no less – that year, 
but his homer totals have dropped from 39 in 155 games in 2016, 29 in 151 games in 
2017 and just 13 this year while a shoulder injury limited him to 102 games. 

The total package to date, however, is exactly the sort of bat the Padres would like to 
add to an offense that’s ranked last in the majors in on-base percentage the last three 
seasons: Bryant is a career .285/.385/.515 hitter across four seasons and the Cubs 
rewarded him with a record $10.85 million salary last year to avoid arbitration. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/kris-bryant-PESPT0016790-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chicago-cubs-ORSPT000165-topic.html
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/25226392/chicago-cubs-open-trading-3b-kris-bryant
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/chicago-cubs-kris-bryant-trade-theo-epstein-500179471.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mlb-rookie-of-the-year-award-EVSPR000089-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mlb-most-valuable-player-award-EVSPR000098-topic.html
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That number will go even higher in 2019 – $12.4 million, according to 
MLBTradeRumors.com’s projection – and the Cubs, according to ESPN, have little 
payroll flexibility. 

They also could be looking to re-stock the farm system. 

Which brings us to the Padres. 

Their search for a third baseman last year included an experimental look at Wil Myers 
at the hot corner. They are as deep in talent as any farm system in the game. They 
have more kids in need of spots on 40-man roster over the next two years than they 
have room on it. 

Let the rumor mill begin. 
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#PadresOnDeck: Urías Seems Set 
to Take Over at Second, but 
There Are Other Candidates in 
the System 
By Bill Center 
Luis Urías wasted no time showing what he could do as the Padres’ 
“second baseman of the future” last Aug. 28. 

On the first ball hit his way in his Major League debut last Aug. 28, Urias 
made a highlight-video play. 

Actually, the ball wasn’t hit his way. It was hit sharply and far to his left. 
But Urias got a great jump, made a diving stop and threw out the runner. 

And after a slow start with the bat, Urias had four hits in his final 13 at-
bats — including his second homer — when his late-season cameo ended 
abruptly and prematurely on Sept. 11 due to a hamstring strain. 

But in a span of 12 games, the 21-year-old Urias, who is ranked the 
Padres’ №4 prospect by the MLB Pipeline, showed what he can do at 
second. 

However, the 5-foot-9, 185-pound native of Magdalena de Kino, Mexico, 
is far from the only second baseman in the Padres system. The Padres 
have at least three other interesting second base prospects in Esteury 
Ruiz, Tucupita Marcano and Justin Lopez. 
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Plus, the Padres still must decide what to do with holdover second 
basemen Cory Spangenberg, Jose Pirela and Carlos Asuaje — who 
split time at the position last year with below the expected results. None 
of the three are accomplished defenders at second. 

Spangenberg, 27, hit .235 last season with a .298 on-base percentage and 
a .362 slugging percentage while splitting time between second and 
third. If Urias is the second baseman in 2018, the left-handed-hitting 
Spangenberg could have a future as a utility infielder. 

Pirela, 29, can also play in the outfield. He hit .249 in 2018 with only five 
homers in 438 at-bats. Asuaje, 27, hit only .196 and spent half the season 
at Triple-A El Paso. 

So, second base is Urias’ for the taking and he has the minor league 
credentials. The MLB Pipeline ranks Urias as the №23 prospect in all 
the minor leagues in its most recent survey. 

After a slow start last year, Urias was hitting .296 with a .398 on-base 
percentage and a .447 slugging percentage for a .845 OPS at Triple-A. He 
had 30 doubles, seven triples and eight RBIs while helping the 
Chihuahuas to a fourth straight division title in the Pacific Coast League. 

Urias first signed with the Padres as a 16-year-old and quickly moved to 
the top of the Padres’ prospect list. In five years in the Padres system, 
Urias hit .306 with a .397 on-base percentage and a .405 slugging 
percentage for a .802 OPS. 

In 2016, Urias was both the Most Valuable Player and Rookie of the Year 
in the Advanced Single-A California League. A year later, he was the 
youngest player on the Opening Day rosters of the Texas League. He was 
a Texas League All-Star and led the Double-A league in on-base 
percentage before being a PCL All-Star. 
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A key stat to Urias’ future as a top-of-the-order hitter is his walk-to-
strikeout ratio. During his five seasons in the minors, Urias struck out 
only 24 more times than he drew walks. 

So it is easy to see why Urias will go into spring training as the odds-on 
favorite to open the 2019 season as the Padres second baseman. 

But there are a number of even younger second basemen in the system. 

Esteury Ruiz, 19, was acquired by the Padres on July 24, 2017, along 
with pitcher Matt Strahm in the trade that sent pitchers Trevor 
Cahill, Brandon Maurer and Ryan Buchter to the Royals. Ruiz, a 
native of the Dominican Republic, was the MVP of the Arizona Rookie 
League that summer. 

This past season, Ruiz hit .253 with 20 doubles, five triples, 12 homers 
and 49 stolen bases with Single-A Fort Wayne. He had a .324 on-base 
percentage and a .403 slugging percentage for a .728 OPS. 

Ruiz also played third at Fort Wayne because the TinCaps had another 
second base prospect in Venezuelan Justin Lopez, who, at 17, opened 
the season as the youngest player in the Midwest League. 

Although the Padres didn’t have advanced second base prospects at 
Double-A (River Stevens, Matthew Batten and Peter Van 
Gansen), they were loaded at Class A and below. 

At Lake Elsinore, Eguy Rosario, who didn’t turn 19 until the final week 
of the season, was nearly 4 ½ years younger than the league average age. 
The native of the Dominican Republic hit .239. 

Ruiz was almost 2 ½ years younger than the average age in the Midwest 
League and Lopez was almost four years younger. 
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But two of the more intriguing second basemen in the Padres system —
 Tucupita Marcano and Lee Solomon — were playing in the Arizona 
Rookie League. 

Marcano, who turned 19 in September, hit .366 with a .450 on-base 
percentage and a .438 slugging percentage for a .888 OPS between 
Arizona (35 games) and short-season Single-A Tri-City. The Venezuelan 
had five doubles, three triples and a home run in 194 at-bats with 45 
runs scored and 26 RBIs. 

Solomon, a 25th-round pick in the 2018 draft out of Lipscomb 
University in Tennessee, hit .298 in Arizona with a .365 on-base 
percentage and a .517 slugging percentage for an .882 OPS in Arizona. 
He had eight homers, two triples and seven homers with 30 RBIs in 41 
games. 
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#PadresOnDeck: Stock Soared for 
Left-Handers Margevicius, 
Cosgrove, Leasher in 2018 
By Bill Center 
When the 2018 season started, Nick Margevicius, Tom 
Cosgrove and Aaron Leasher were not listed among the Padres top 
pitching prospects. 

But strong showings by the left-handed trio of 22-year-old starters from 
the 2017 Draft at Single-A Fort Wayne has changed the outlook. 

Margevicius finished the season by winning a Texas League playoff game 
for Double-A San Antonio. Leasher also made the jump from Fort 
Wayne to Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore during the season. And 
Cosgrove improved steadily for the TinCaps in his second professional 
season. 

All three debuted in the summer of 2017 and finished the season with 
Short-Season Single-A Tri-City of the Northwest League after starting in 
the Arizona Fall League. 

A closer look at the three left-handers by the order they were drafted in 
2017: 

Aaron Leasher was the Padres’ sixth-round pick out of Kentucky’s 
Morehead State University. 

The 6-foot-3, 190-pounder made 20 appearances (15 starts) for Fort 
Wayne before finishing the season with four appearances (three starts) 
for the Storm. Overall, the native of Mount Pleasant, Mich., was 6–7 
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with a 3.49 earned run average, a 1.49 WHIP (combined hits and walks 
divided by innings pitched) and a .273 opponents’ batting average. 

But he had a 3.32 ERA with the TinCaps with a 1.41 WHIP and a .260 
opponents’ batting average. He pitched 97 2/3 innings at Fort Wayne 
and allowed 42 runs (36 earned) on 97 hits and 36 walks with 96 
strikeouts . . . or 8.8 strikeouts per nine innings. He finished with 21 
innings at Lake Elsinore. 

Nick Margevicius was the Padres’ seventh-round pick in 2017 out of 
Ohio’s Rider University. 

The 6-foot-5, 220-pounder has one of the best walks-to-innings pitched 
and walks-to-strikeouts ratios in the Padres system. Between Fort 
Wayne and Lake Elsinore during the regular season, Margevicius, who 
also has one of the better curves in the Padres’ system, issued 17 walks 
with 146 strikeouts in 135 innings. 

That’s a rate of 1.13 walks per nine innings and 8.6 strikeouts per walk. 
He also had 9.7 strikeouts per nine innings. 

Margevicius, a native of Royalton, Ohio, was 10–8 overall with a 3.60 
ERA, a 1.22 WHIP and a .277 opponents’ batting average. He made 13 
starts for Fort Wayne, where he was 5–5 with a 3.07 ERA, a 1/15 WHIP 
and a .261 opponents’ batting average. He was 3–3 with a 4.30 ERA, 1.31 
WHIP and a .297 opponents’ batting average. 

After the regular season ended, Margevicius joined San Antonio for the 
playoffs and won his only start, holding Corpus Christi to one run on 
four hits and a walk with eight strikeouts over seven innings. 

In 2017, Margevicius had a 1.31 ERA over 48 innings between Arizona 
and Tri-City with 11.6 strikeouts against 1.50 walks per nine innings. 
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Tom Cosgrove was the Padres’ 12th-round pick in the 2017 draft out of 
Manhattan College. The native of Staten Island is 6-foot-2 and 190 
pounds. 

Unlike Leasher and Margevicius who were promoted to Lake Elsinore 
during the season, Cosgrove spent the entire 2018 campaign in Fort 
Wayne, where he finished 3–6 with a 3.71 ERA, a 1.40 WHIP and a .276 
opponents’ batting average in 24 appearances (21 starts). He allowed 59 
runs (48 earned) on 129 hits and 34 walks with 122 strikeouts in 116 1/3 
innings. He averaged 9.44 strikeouts per nine innings. 

But Cosgrove posted far better numbers over his last six starts, posting a 
1.13 ERA and a 1.08 WHIP. Over his final 24 innings, Cosgrove allowed 
three runs on 20 hits and six walks with 29 strikeouts in 24 innings . . . 
or 10.9 strikeouts per nine innings. 

Margevicius could start the 2019 season with Double-A Amarillo while 
Lake Elsinore is the logical 2019 launch point for Cosgrove and Leasher. 
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